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F O R E W O R D

SIN CE 1933 the speeches of Adolf Hitler have been 
the staple diet of the German people. It must never 
be forgotten that Germany under National Socialism 

has been a marooned area. By a propaganda based upon 
a recognition of the subtle and compelling force of the 
constant repetition of a few simple ideas Hitler, as 
orator, has sought to constrain the German people to 
fuse its will with his. It is well that those who detest 
the system should yet realize with what persuasiveness 
National Socialism can be presented, for the strength of 
the system lies in the fact that it has turned to base uses 
ideas and ideals which do but await reinterpretation to 
serve as building-stones in the reconstruction for which 
we hope.

This book may give to the English student, in some 
measure, material on which to form a conception of 
Hitler's thought and methods. From this he will learn 
what it is that we are fighting, especially when he re­
members the extent of the deception practised by 
Hitler. If it should succeed in doing this, its purpose 
will have been fulfilled.

The Council is very deeply indebted to Professor 
Baynes for undertaking the onerous task of translating 
and compiling the material for this work. Professor 
Baynes's meticulous scholarship is well known, and 
the Institute is indeed fortunate in being able to reap 
the fruits of two years of exhaustive study by a scholar 
of such eminence.

A S T O R
Chairman of iht Coìtiteli.

CHATHAM HOUSE, LONDON 

October 1941



P R E F A C E

T HIS book speaks for itself. I have tried to illustrate 
what Hitler has told the German people in speeches 
published before the outbreak of the present war. It 

has been obviously impossible for me to reproduce what 
he may have said in confidential discourses delivered 
before officials of the Party. In the published speeches 
certain themes constantly recur. The repetitions in these 
translated extracts are thus intentional; I have sought 
to bring into clear relief those ideas which through 
recent years have been hammered repeatedly into the 
minds of Germans.

The speeches of Hitler are not easily translated into 
tolerable English; I have throughout tried primarily to 
give a faithful verbal translation of the text. When in 
doubt concerning Hitler's meaning or when reduced to 
a version which was in fact a paraphrase I have put the 
German text into a footnote. When owing to extreme 
diffusencss in the text of the speech I have resorted to 
an analysis, I believe that I have inserted no word or 
idea which is not to be found in the original text. I have 
sought scrupulously to avoid either addition or suppres­
sion. In some cases where the speech is only summa­
rized in the published report X have translated that 
summary even though I cannot be certain that Hitler’s 
precise wording is reproduced.

Many of the National Socialist key-words do not 
really admit of any satisfactory English rendering; 
words have their own atmosphere, and that atmosphere 
is lost by a transference to another language. T he diffi­
culty is at times increased by the conscious archaism of 
National Socialist terminology which is often drawn 
from the vocabulary of German Romanticism or of the
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P R E F A C E

early nationalist movement associated with the name of 
Jahn. Sudi words as Volkstum, völkisch, and the like 
baffle a translator. How shall he render Gleichschaltung, 
Volksgemeinschaft, Gan, or even the ubiquitous Welt­
anschauung} Any version, I fully realize, must be an in­
adequate makeshift. I have done what I could.

Where interviews with Hitler have been reported in 
French journals I have cited the French text; it appeared 
to be unnecessary in this case to translate the reports 
into English.

Footnotes I have sought to reduce to a minimum: 
I was anxious not to distract the reader’s attention. T he 
notes at the end of the book are intended to provide 
supplementary material which may be of service to the 
student.

In the bibliographies (save where it is otherwise ex­
pressly stated) I have included only such books and 
articles as I have either read or consulted. War condi­
tions have made many books inaccessible which I should 
otherwise have wished to include. The bibliographies 
are therefore of necessity somewhat arbitrary, but I hope 
that even so these references may save the time of the 
student of National Socialism. It would at least have 
been idle to insert works known to me only by their 
titles, on the character of which it would have been 
impossible for me to form any judgement. It will be 
realized that the bibliographies are intended to illustrate 
the translated extracts, and this fact explains the exclusion 
from them of subjects which might otherwise have been 
included.

Where an authorized English version of a speech has 
been published in Germany I have thought it prudent, 
despite the peculiarities of the language, in general to 
quote this translation. Otherwise it might be thought 
that I had some ulterior motive in making my own
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P R E F A C E

version of the speech. For such authorized English 
versions of speeches delivered in 1933 sec in particular 
The New Germany desires Work and Peace, Berlin, 
Liebheit & Thiesen (no date). There are also authorized 
translations of separate speeches issued in pamphlet 
form: Speech in Reichstag 30 January 1934, Speech in 
Reichstag 21 May 1935, Speech in Reichstag 7 March 
1936, Speech in Reichstag 30 January 1937, Speech in 
Reichstag 20 February 1938, Speech in Reichstag 28 
April 1939. A  pamphlet entitled Liberty, Art, Nation­
hood, Berlin, Miillcr (no date), contains a translation of 
three addresses delivered by Hitler at the Seventh 
National Socialist Congress, Nuremberg, 1935.

Many friends and colleagues have readily helped me 
when I was in difficulties: for that help I would express 
my warm thanks. Mr. H. St. L . B. Moss translated some 
of the extracts included in this book; his translations 
were revised by me and I am therefore solely respon­
sible for any errors in these versions. I am particularly 
grateful for his long-suffering co-operation.

N. H. B.
OXFORD 

October 1941.
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L I S T  O F  A B B R E V I A T I O N S

AO. Auslands-Organisation. The Party organization for 
German citizens abroad.

RDM. Bund, deutscher Mädel. "T he Union of German 
Maidens” — the Girls’ organization in the Hitler 
Youth.

DGB. Bürgerliches Gesetzbuch. The German Civil Law 
Code.

DAF. Deutsche Arbeitsfront. “ The German Labour Front” 
or perhaps better “ Work Front” , since the organiza­
tion includes both employers and employed.

DJ. Deutsches Jungvolk. The young boys’ section of the 
Hitler Youth.

Gestapo. Geheime Staats-Polizei. The Secret Police.
HJ. Hitlerjugend. The Hitler Youth.

KdF. Kraft durch Freude. "Strength through Joy.”  The 
organization for leisure recreations of the DAF.

MIC Mein Kampf.
NSBO. Nationalsozialistische Betriebssellen-Organisation. The 

Shop-Cell Organization of the National Socialist 
Party.

NSDAP. Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei. The 
German National Socialist Workers’ Party.

NSHAGO. Nationalsozialistische Handels- und Gewerbe-Organisa­
tion. The National Socialist Trade and Industry 
Organization.

N S K K . Nationalsozialistisches Kraftfahrkorps. The Motorized 
Organization of the Party (since December 1934 
separated from the SA. and placed immediately 
under Hitler's orders).

N SV. Nationalsozialistische Volkstoohlfahrt. The National 
Socialist Welfare Organization.

RAD. Beiehsarbeitsdienst. The Labour Service Organization 
of the Reich.

RDP. Reichsverband der deutschen Presse. The Reich Union 
of the German Press.

RGB, Reichsgeselzblalt. The official publication for the test 
of laws and decrees.
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RJF. HeicfojugcndfCdirung. The Reich Orioni ant ion for I he 
whole of the National Socialist Youth Movement.

SA. Sturmabteilungen. The "Storm-Sections" of the 
Party'— llie brown-uniformed storm-troopers.

SS. Sehutsstaßcl. The black-unifonned Special Guards 
of the Party.

VDA. Veiksbund (formerly Verein) für das Deutschtum un 
.4 tu fand. The Union for Gentians abroad.

\VH\V. Id 'interft iff steer it. The Winter Help Organization.

A B B R E V IA T IO N S O F T IT L E S  OF NEW SPAPERS 
C IT E D  IN T H IS  DOOK

F.Z. Frank/urter Zeitung.
M.G. Manchester Guardian.
V.S. Völkischer Beobachter (edited by Alfred Rosenberg).
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I .  E A R L Y  SP E E C H E S, 1922-1924

Note
The early speeches delivered in Munich in the years 1922 and 
1923 arc of special interest since they form the background 10 
Mein Kampf and illustrate the form in which National Socialist 
propaganda was first presented to the German people. Since 
none of these have been translated into English and would seem 
to have been but little studied, I have sought to give a repre­
sentative selection of extracts in an English version.1

For the background of this section and for the study of Mein 
Kampf, a brief chronological outline of the early history of the 
Party may be of service.

The early days of the National Socialist Party

1938. 14 Oct. Hitler gassed near Montagne.
21 O ct.-13 Nov. Hitler in hospital at Pasewalk.
9 Nov. “ The November Revolution."

1919. Until Mar. Hitler in camp at Traunstein.
6 Apr. Establishment of the Räterepublik in Munich. 

Mein Kampf is silent on Hitler's action during this period: 
the official annals record-that on 27 Apr. Hitter "through 
personal bravery escapes imprisonment by the‘Red’ guards". 

2 May. The Räterepublik overthrown. Hitler acting under 
the orders of the Commission of Inquiry of the Second 
Infantry Regiment.

Hitler "political education officer”  o f the First Bavarian 
Schützenregiment in Munich and also speaks elsewhere, e.g. 
in Passau.

June. Hitler for the first time hears the engineer Gottfried 
Feder talk on "Loan Capital” .

Sept. Hitler is commissioned to attend a meeting of the

* With these speeches it is interesting to compare Moeller van 
den Bruck, Das dritte Retell (Hamburg, Hanseatische Verlags- 
ansult), originally published early in 1923; 3rd edn. 1931. There 
is an English (condensed) translation by E. O. Lorimcr, Germany's 
Third Empire, London, Allen and Unwin, 1934.
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EARLY SPEECHES
German Workers’ Party in Sterneckerbräu at which Feder >
speaks. The Party originally founded on 5 Jan. 1919 by f
Karl Harrer and Anton Drexler. The poet Dietrich Eckart 
(born 23 Mar. 1S6S) offers his sendees to the Party (first f

lectured for the Party 15 Aug. 1919). Since 7 Dec. 191S 
Eckart had published the weekly paper A u f gut deutsch 
(directed against the "November criminals", the Jews, and 
"interest slavery") together with Feder and Alfred Rosenberg.

16 Sept. Hitler becomes a member of the German Workers’
Part)'. 1

From 16 Oct. Hitler undertakes propaganda for the Party. j

1920. I Jan. The first office acquired for the Party in the Ster-
neckcrbräu. Rudolf Schiissler appointed as first business 1
manager. (64 enrolled members.) j

5 Jan. Harrer retires from Presidency and is succeeded by »
Drexler.

24 Feb. First Mass Meeting of the Party in the Fcstsaal 
of the Hofbräuhaus in Munich. Hitler explains the twenty- 
five Points of the Programme of the Party : the adoption of {

the Programme of the German Workers’ Party. Emil j
Maurice forms a small Orduertruppe— a body to suppress 
opposition at meetings. >

I Apr. Hitler leaves the army. j
18 Apr. Formation in Rosenheim of the first Ortsgruppe— local j

group— of the Party outside Munich.
7-8 Aug. Meeting of National Socialist Parties in Salzburg.

The Party changes its name to Nationalsozialistische Deutsche 
Arbeiterpartei (NSDAP.).

17 Dec. The Party acquires the Völkischer Beobachter, It 
appears twice a week under the editorship of Hermann Esser.

1921. 2t Jan. Re-election of officers of the Party, which now 
numbers nearly 3,000 members.

3 Feb. The first Mass Meeting in the Circus Krone.
29 July. After much disagreement within the Party, at an 

extraordinary' general meeting Hitler overthrows Harrer:
Drexler becomes Honorary President, Hitler becomes 
President with full powers. The Leader Principle of personal 
authority adopted : system of committees and majority voting 
abandoned.
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EARL Y SPEECHES
I Aug. Max Amann appointed business manager of the Party.
i i  Aug. Dietrich Eckart becomes editor of the Völkischer 

Beobachter and discontinues his own paper A u f gut deutsch.
it  Oct. At Zwickau foundation of the first Ortsgruppe of the 

Party outside Bavaria.
I Nov, Larger offices for the Party acquired at 12 Cornel ius- 

8trasse, Munich. Central Card Index of membership 
established.

4 Nov. The famous meeting of the Party in the Hofbrüuhaus 
in Munich: the Saulschlacht: “ the fight of the 46 members 
of the SA. against 800 Marxists” . From this battle official 
introduction of the title Sturmabteilungen.

1922. 29-30 Jan. Parteitag and General Meeting of the members 
of the Party in Munich (representation of Ortsgruppen) : 
some 6,000 registered members.

8 Mar. Hitler founds the Jugendbund— the Youth League— of 
the Party.

Apr. Amann undertakes the business management of the 
Völkischer Beobachter.

24 Junc-27 July. Hitler in prison for the violent breaking-up 
of a meeting of the Bayernbund of the engineer Ballerstedt.

14-15 Oct. The German Day in Coburg. The triumph of 
“ naked force".

30 Nov. Five Mass Meetings of the Party in Munich.
13 Dec. Ten Mass Meetings of the Party in Munich.

1923. i t  Jan. French occupation of the Ruhr.
27-29 Jan. First Rcichsparteitag of the NSDAP.
earlyFcb. Roehm bringsabout the union of the various national 

Fighting Associations under the military leadership of 
Hermann Kriebcl.

8 Feb. The Völkischer Beobachter begins to appear daily.
10 Mar. Alfred Rosenberg becomes principal editor of the 

Völkischer Beobachter.
I May. The armed march of the united Fighting Associations to 

the Obcnviesenfeld. (No account of this in Mein Kampf : cf. 
Otto Strasser,Hitler et Moi, Paris, Grasset, 1940, pp. 39-45 )

1-2 Sept. The "German D ay" in Nuremberg: Formation of 
the German Fighting Alliance {Kampfbund) — N SDAP., 
Reichsflagge under Heiss, Bund Oberland under Weber.
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25 Sept. Hitler political leader of the Kampfbund.
26 Sept. The Bavarian Government appoints von Kahr 

General State Commissar. " A  State of Emergency”  declared 
in Bavaria, von Kahr refuses to acknowledge the validity 
of the Law for the Protection of the Republic passed by the 
Reich Government after the murder of Rathenau.

19-20 Oct. Conflict between the Reich and Bavaria (continues

until 18 Feb. 1924}. _
von Lossow appointed commander of the Bavarian forces. 

7 Oct. The Reichsflagge separates from tbe Kampf bund.
11-12 Oct. Rochm forms the Rcichtkriegsflaggc for Hitler.

8-9 Nov. The " Putsch".
1924. 26 Feb. The Trial of those concerned in the “ Putsch”  

begins.
I Apr. Hitler sentenced.
I Apr.-2o Dec. Hitler in Landsberg in fortress detention. 

Hitler writes the first part of Mem Kampf (title as originally 
planned “ Fourand a half years Fight against Lying, Stupidity, 
and Cowardice” ). This first part was published on iS July 
1925: the second part on to Dec, 1926.

EARLY SPEECHES

In the printed editions of Hitler's speeches the first speech 
is that of T2 April 1922 at the time of the Conference held 
in Genoa: Hiller said that people had begun long since 
to doubt whether the formation of the German Republic 
represented an achievement or a collapse. After the War 
production had begun again and it was thought that 
better times were coming. Frederick the Great after the 
Seven Years War had as the result of superhuman efforts 
left Prussia without a penny of debt: at the end of the 
World War Germany was burdened with her own debt 
of some 7 or 8 milliards of marks and beyond that was 
faced with the debts of "the rest of the world” — "the 
so-called reparations". The product of Germany’s work 
1 us belonged not to the nation, but to her foreign 
ere ‘tors, it was carried endlessly in trains for terri- 
orities beyond our frontiers” . Every worker had to
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EARLY SPEECHES

support another worker, the product of whose labour 
was commandeered by the foreigner. “The German 
people after twenty-five or thirty years, in conse­
quence of the fact that it will never be able to pay all 
that is demanded of it, will have so gigantic a sum still 
owing that practically it will be forced to produce more 
than it does to-day." What will the end be? and the 
answer to that question is “ Pledging of our land, en­
slavement of our labour-strength. Therefore in the 
economic sphere November 1918 was in truth no 
achievement, but it was the beginning of our collapse.“ 
And in the political sphere wc lost first our military 
prerogatives, and with that loss went the real sovereignty 
of our State, and then our financial independence, for 
there remained always the Reparations Commission so 
that “ practically wc have no longer a politically inde­
pendent German Reich, wc arc already a colony of the 
outside world {des Auslandes).1 We have contributed to 
this because so far as possible we humiliated ourselves 
morally, wc positively destroyed our own honour and 
helped to befoul, to besmirch, and to deny everything 
which we previously held as sacred.” If it be objected 
that the Revolution has won for us gains in social life: 
"they must be extraordinarily secret, these social gains—  
so secret that one never sees them in practical life— they 
must just run like a fluid through our German atmo­
sphere. Somc-onc may say ‘Well, there is the Eight- 
Hour Day!1 And was a collapse necessary to gain that? 
And will the Eight-Hour Day be rendered any more 
secure through our becoming practically the bailiff and 
the drudge of the other peoples?” One of these days 
France will say: 'You cannot meet your obligations, 
you must work more.’ “ So this achievement of the

1 Cf. p. 18 infra\ M K ., pp. 3Û9, 640 (German); pp. 281, 467 
(English).
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HA K L  Y S P E E C H E S

Revolution is put in question first of all by the Revo­
lution."

"Then someone has said: ‘Since the Revolution the 
people has gained “ Rights". The people governs’ ! 
Strange! The people has now been ruling three years 
and no one has in practice once asked its opinion. Treaties 
were signed which will hold us down for centuries: and 
who has signed the treaties? The people ? No! Govern­
ments which one fine day presented themselves as 
Governments. And at their election the people had 
nothing to do save to consider the question: there they 
are already, whether 1 elect them or not. If we elect 
them, then they are there through our election. But since 
we arc a self-governing people, we must elect the folk in 
order that they may he elected to govern us.”

“ Then it was said, ‘Freedom has come to US through 
the Revolution’ . Another of those things that one cannot 
see very easily! It is of course true that one can walk down 
the street, the individual can go into his workshop and he 
can go out again: here and there he can go to a meeting. 
In a word, the individual has liberties. But in general, if 
he is wise, he will keep his mouth shut. For if in former 
times extraordinary' care was taken that no one should 
let slip anything which could be treated as lèse-majesté, 
now a man must take much greater care that he doesn’t 
say anything which might represent an insult to the 
majesty of a member of Parliament.”

And if \vc ask who was responsible for our misfortune, 
then we must inquire who profited by our collapse. And 
the answer to that question is that “ Banks and Slock 
Exchanges are more flourishing than ever before” . We 
were told that capitalism would be destroyed, and when 
we ventured to remind one or other of these "famous 
statesmen” and said “ Don't forget that Jews too have 
capital” , then the answer was: “ What are you worrying
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E A R L Y  SPEECHES

about ? Capitalism as a whole will now be destroyed, the 
whole people will now be free. We are not fighting Jewish 
or Christian capitalism, we are fighting every capitalism: 
we are making the people completely free."

"Christian capitalism” is already as good as destroyed, 
the international Jewish Stock Exchange capital gains in 
proportion as the other loses ground. It is only the inter­
national Stock Exchange and loan-capital, the so-called 
"supra-statc (überstaatliche) capital” , which has profited 
from the coilapse of our economic life, "the capital which 
receives its character from the single supra-state nation 
which is itself national to the core, which fancies itself to 
be above all other nations, which places itself above other 
nations and which already rules over them” .

"The international Stock Exchange capital would be 
unthinkable, it would never have come, without its 
founders the supra-national, because intensely national, 
Jews.”

The million workmen who were in Berlin in 1914 have 
remained what they were— they arc workmen still, only 
thinner, worse clad, poor; but the 100,000 Jews from the 
East who entered Germany in tliecurly yearsof the War—  
they arrived in poverty and they are now "made men” 
riding in their motor-cars: they have used the body of 
the people ( Volhshürper) merely as a forcing-ground for 
their own prosperity. "The Jew lias not grown poorer: 
he gradually gets bloated, and, if you don’ t believe me, I 
would ask you to go to one of our health-resorts; there 
you will find two sorts of visitors: the German who goes 
there, perhaps for the first rime for a long while, to breathe 
a little fresh air and to recoverhis health, and the Jew who 
goes thereto lose his fat. And if you go out to our moun­
tains, whom do you find there in fine brand-new yellow 
boots with splendid rucksacks in which there is generally 
nothing that would really be of any use ? And why arc

7



EARLY SPEECHES

they there? They go up to the hotel, usually no farther 
than the train can take them: where the train stops, they 
stop too. And then they sit about somewhere within a 
mile from the hotel, like blow-flics round a corpse.”

"These are not, you may be sure, our working classes: 
neither those working with the mind, nor with the body. 
With their worn clothes they leave the hotel on one side 
and go on climbing: they would not feel comfortable 
coming into this perfumed atmosphere in suits which 
date from 1913 or 1914. No, assuredly the Jew has 
suffered no privations!”

There were Jews who in politics took the side of the 
Right: they were there to see to it that people did not 
have their eyes opened for fear they should ruthlessly 
intervene and put an end with lightning rapidity to the 
entire pigsty. This was their only object for joining 
the Right; for the most part they acted as “ leaders of the 
proletariat”  for the working classes: in this capacity yon 
might sec “ the millionaire, the typical representative of 
capitalist exploitation, in a culture of the utmost purity” . 
“ My dear fellow countrymen, no one can deny that with 
us, as in Russia, the Revolution was made, we may perhaps 
say, by a quite definite ‘Confession’ . It is remarkable, 
there are very few things in which one finds only Catholics 
or only Protestants, But here one did precisely find only 
adherents of onedefiniteso-called'Religious Society’, and 
the most remarkable thing about it is that, as is well 
known, one can smell this religion,1 so that it is perfectly 
clear to anyone from externals alone. One can’t tell if 
you meet a man whether he is a Catholic, a Protestant, a 
Baptist, or a Lutheran, but in this ‘Religious Community’ 
one can tell the faithful from afar. A  marvellous ‘Re­
ligion’.”

The guilt of the Jews lies in the fact that they have
1 For the smell of the Jews: M K., p. 61 (German), p. 60 (English).
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EA RLY  SPEECHES

“ agitated"1 the masses into this November madness. 
When \vc look at the parties we see on the Left lying and 
deceit on the part of the leaders, blind faith on the part 
of the led and all alike in the service of a single atm: to 
destroy this State, to rob this people of its freedom, to 
enslave its labour-strength. On the Right we sec that Ute 
masses in part recognize the true position, but amongst 
the leaders there is limitless incapacity. There arc hut 
two alternatives: cither “ Remain quiet and become 
slaves", or Resistance, And if you decide for resistance 
who will lead you? "T he Left? First: it does not wish 
to do so ; and secondly, it cannot do so. For your leaders 
of the Left are still the same as those who scourged you 
into this misery (cries of ‘Down with them, the traitors!’ 
‘Hang them up!’). The same Jew who, whether as 
majority Socialist or Independent, led you then leads you 
still : whether as Independent or as Communist, whatever 
he calls himself, he is still the same. And just as then in 
the last resort it was not your interests which he cham­
pioned, but the interests of capital which supported him, 
the interests of his race, so now he will never lead you in 
an attack on his race, an attack on capital. On the con­
trary he will prevent you from waging war against those 
who are really exploiting you : never, never will he help 
to liberate you. for he is not enslaved."

“ While now in Soviet Russia the millions are ruined and 
are dying, Chicherin— and with him a staff of over 200 
Soviet Jews— travels by express train through Europe, 
visits the cabarets, watches naked dancers perform for 
his pleasure, lives in the finest hotels, and does himself 
better than the millions whom once you thought you 
must fight as ‘Bourgeois’. The 400 Soviet Commissars 
of Jewish nationality— they do not suffer, the thousands

1 The word is hineingthetst, "» word", adds Hitler, "which 
to-day suffices to bring other folk into prison".
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upon thousands of Sub-Commissars— they do not suffer. 
No! all the treasures which the ‘Proletarian’ in his mad­
ness took from the ‘Bourgeoisie’ in order to fight so-called 
capitalism— they have all gone into their hands. Once 
the worker appropriated the purse of the landed-pro­
prietor who gave him work, he took the rings, the dia­
monds and rejoiced that he had now got the treasures 
which before only the ‘Bourgeoisie’ possessed. But in 
his hands they arc dead things— they arc veritable death- 
gold. They are no profit to him. He is banished into his 
wilderness and one cannot feed oneself on diamonds. 
For a morsel of bread he gives millions in objects of value. 
But the bread is in the hands of the State Central Organi­
zation and this is in the hands of the Jews: so everything, 
everything that the common man thought that he was 
winning for himself, flows back again to his seducers,”

“And now, my dear fellow-countrymen, do you believe 
that these men, who with us are going the same way, will 
end the Revolution ? They do not wish the end of the 
Revolution, for they do not need it. For them the Revo­
lution is milk and honey.”

“And further they cannot end the Revolution. For if 
one or another amongst the leaders were really not seducer 
but seduced, and to-day, driven by the inner voice of 
horror at his crime, were to step before the masses and 
make his declaration: ‘We have all deceived ourselves: 
we believed that we could lead you out of misery, but we 
have in fact led you into a misery which your children and 
your children’s children must still bear’— he cannot say 
that, he dare not say that, he would on the public square 
or in the public meeting be torn in pieces.”

But amongst the masses there begins to flow a new 
stream— a stream of opposition. “ It is the recognition 
of the facts which is already in pursuit of this system, it 
already is hunting the system down: it will one day
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scourge the masses into action and carry the masses along 
with it. And these leaders, they see that behind them the 
Anti-Semitic wave grows and grows: and when the 
masses once recognize the facts, that is the end of these 
leaders.” .

And thus the Left is forced more and more to turn to 
Bolshevism. “ In Bolshevism they see to-day the sole, 
the last possibility of preserving the present state of 
affairs. They realize quite accurately that the people is 
beaten so long as Brain and Hand' can be kept apart. 
For alone neither Brain nor Hand can realty oppose 
them. So long therefore as the Socialist idea is coined 
only bv men who sec in it a means for disintegrating a 
nation, so long can they rest in peace.”

“ But it will be a sorry day for them when this Socialist 
idea is grasped by a Movement which unites it with the 
highest Nationalist pride, with Nationalist defiance, and 
thus places the Nation’s Brain, its intellectual workers, 
on this ground. Then this system will break up, and there 
would remain only one single means of salvation for its 
supporters: viz. to bring the catastrophe upon us before 
their own ruin, to destroy the Nation’s Brain, to bring it 
to the scaffold— to introduce Bolshevism.”

“ So the Left neither can nor will help. On the con­
trary, their first lie compels them constantly to resort to 
new lies. There remains then the Right. And this party 
of the Right meant well, but it cannot do what it would 
because up to the present time it has failed to recognize 
a whole series of elementar)' principles.”

“ In the first place the Right still fails to recognize the 
danger. These gentlemen still persist in believing that 
it is a question of being elected to a Landtag or of posts 
as ministers or secretaries. They think that the decision 
of a people’s destiny would mean at worst nothing more 

1 Hitler’s phrase is “ Head and Fist"— Kopf und Faust.
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than some damage to their so-called ioKf^eo/s-economic 
existence. They have never grasped the fact that this 
decision threatens their heads. They have never yet 
understood that it is not necessary to be an enemy of the 
Jew for him to drag you one day on the Russian model 
to the scaffold. They do not see that it is quite enough to 
have a head on your shoulders and not to be a Jeto: that 
will secure the scaffold for you.”

'‘ In consequence their whole action to-day is so petty, 
so limited, so hesitating and pusillanimous. They would 
like to— but they can never decide on any great deed, 
because they fail to realize .the greatness of the whole 
period.”

"And then there is another fundamental error: they 
have never got it clear in their own minds that there is a 
difference or how great a difference there is between the 
conception 'National* and the word 'dynastic* or ‘monar- 
chistic’. They do not understand that to-day it is more 
than ever necessary in our thought as Nationalists to 
avoid anything which might perhaps cause the individual 
to think that the National Idea was identical with petty 
everyday political views, They ought day by day to din 
into the ears of the masses : 'Wc want to bury all the petty 
differences and to bring out into the light the big things, 
the things wc have in common which bind us to one 
another. That should weld and fuse together those who 
have still a German heart and a love for their people in 
the fight against the common hereditary foe of all Aryans. 
How afterwards we divide up this State, friends— we 
have no wish to dispute over that! The form of a State 
results from the essential character of a people, results 
from necessities which are so elementary and powerful 
that in time every individual will realize them without 
any disputation when once all Germany is united and 
free’ .”
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“ And finally they all fail to understand that we must 
on principle free ourselves from any class standpoint. It 
is of course very easy to call out to those on the Left, 
‘You must not be Proletarians, leave your class-madness’, 
while you yourselves continue to call yourself ‘Bour­
geois’ (Bürger). They should learn that in a single State 
there is only one supreme Citizen-right (Bürgerrecht), one 
supreme Citizen-honour (Bürgerehre), and that is the right 
and the honour of honest work. They should further 
learn that the social idea must be the essential founda­
tion for any State, otherwise no State can permanently 
endure.”

“ Certainly a Government needs power, it needs 
strength. It must, I might almost say, with brutal ruth- 
lessncss press through the ideas which it has recognized 
to be right, trusting to the actual authority of its strength 
in the State. But even with the most ruthless brutality 
it can ultimately prevail only if what it seeks to restore 
docs truly correspond to the welfare of a whole people,”

“ That the so-called enlightened absolutism of a Frede­
rick the Great was possible depended solely on the fact 
that, though this man could undoubtedly have decided 
‘arbitrarily’ the destiny— for good or ill— of his so-called 
‘subjects’, he did not do so, but made his decisions influ­
enced and supported by one thought alone, the welfare 
of his Prussian people. It was this fact only that led the 
people to tolerate willingly, nay joyfully, the dictatorship 
of the great king.”

“ And the Right has further completely forgotten that 
Democracy is fundamentally not German: it is Jewish.' 
It has completely forgotten that this Jewish democracy 
with its majority decisions has always been without excep­
tion only a means towards the destruction of any existing 
Aryan leadership. The Right does not understand that 

1 Cf. M K ., p. 99 (German), p. 8S (English).
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directly every small question of profit or loss is regularly 
put before so-called ‘public opinion’, he who knows how 
most skilfully to make this ‘public opinion’ serve his own 
interests becomes forthwith master in the State. And 
that can be achieved by the man who can lie most artfully, 
most infamously: and in the last resort he is not the 
German, he is, in Schopenhauer’s words, ‘the great master 
in the art of lying'— the Jew.’’1 

“ And finally it has been forgotten that the condition 
which must precede every act is the will and the courage 
to speak the truth— and that we do not see to-day cither 
in the Right or in the Left.”

“ There are only two possibilities in Germany: do not 
imagine that the people will for ever go with the middle 
party, the party of compromises: one day it will turn to 
those who have most consistently foretold the coining 
ruin and have sought to dissociate themselves from it. 
And that party is either the Left: and then God help us! 
for it will lead us to complete destruction— to Bolshevism, 
or else it is a party of the Right which at the last, when the 
people is in utter despair, when it has lost all its spirit 
and has no longer any faith in anything, is determined for 
its part ruthlessly to seize the reins of power— that is the 
beginning of resistance of which I spoke a few minutes 
ago. Here, too, there can be no compromise: . . . there 
are only two possibilities: cither victory of the Aryan or 
annihilation of the Aryan and the victory of the Jew.”

“ It is from the recognition of this fact, from recognizing 
it, I would say, in utter, dead earnestness, that there 
resulted the formation of our Movement. There are two 
principles which, when we founded the Movement, we 
engraved upon our hearts : firstly, to base it on the most 
sober recognition of the facts and secondly to proclaim 
these facts with the most ruthless sincerity.”

1 Cf. M K., pp. 253, 335 (German); pp. 199, 256 (English).

H

\ I *
■ I I

 



EARLY SPEECHES

"And this recognition of the facts discloses at once a 
whole scries of the most important fundamental principles 
which must guide this young Movement which, \vc hope, 
is destined one day for greatness”  :

" i .  ‘National’ and ‘social’ are two identical concep­
tions. It was only the Jew who succeeded, through falsi­
fying the social idea and turning it into Marxism, not 
only in divorcing the social idea from the national, but 
in actually representing them as utterly contradictory. 
That aim he has in fact achieved. At the founding of this 
Movement wc formed the decision that we would give 
expression to this idea of ours of the identity of the two 
conceptions: despite all warnings, on the basis of what 
we had come to believe, on the basis of the sincerity of 
our will, wc christened it ‘National Socialist’.1 We said 
to ourselves that to be ‘national’ means above everything 
to act with a boundless and all-embracing love for the 
people and, if necessary, even to die for it. And similarly 
to be 'social' means so to build up the State and the com­
munity of the people that every individual acts in the 
interest of the community of the people and must be to 
such an extent convinced of the goodness, of the honour­
able straightforwardness of this community of the people 
as to be ready to die for it.”

"2. And then we said to ourselves: there are no such

'. Hitler did not, of course, invent the word “ National Socialism” . 
Friedrich Naumann founded the Nationalsozialer Verein on 
13 Nov. In Bohemia in 1909 the Deutsche Arbeiterpartei
for Austria was founded, and at the Vienna Parteitag of 5-6 May 
1918 its name was changed into “ Deutsche Nationalsozialistische 
Arbeiterpartei Oesterreichs“ . After the break-up of the Austrian 
State the Party was divided into two branches: the “ Deutsche 
Nationalsozialistische Arbeiterpartei in den Sudetenlttndem”  under 
Hans Knirsch and Rudolf Jung, and the "Deutsche National­
sozialistische Arbeiterpartei Oesterreichs’* under Dr. Walter Riehl. 
Cf. Alois Hudal, Die Grundlagen des Nationalsozialismus, Leipzig 
and Vienna, Günther, 5th edn. 1937. pp. 21 sqq.
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things as classes: they cannot he. Class means caste and 
caste means race. If there are castes in India, well and 
good; there it is possible, for there there were formerly 
Aryans and dark aborigines. So it was in Egypt and in 
Rome. But with us in Germany where everyone who is a 
German at all has the same blood, has the same eyes and 
speaks the same language, here there can be no class, 
here there can be only a single people and beyond that 
nothing else. Certainly we recognize, jnst as anyone 
must recognize, that there are different ‘occupations’ 
and ‘professions' (Stände)— there is the Stand of the 
watchmakers, the Stand of the navvies, the Stand of the 
painters or technicians, the Stand of the engineers, 
officials, &c. Stände there can be. But in the struggles 
which these Stände have amongst themselves for the 
equalization of their economic conditions the conflict 
and the division must never be so great as to sunder the 
ties of race."

“ And if you say ‘But there must after all be a difference 
between the honest creators and those who do nothing 
at all’— certainly there must! That is the difference which 
lies in the performance of the conscientious work of the 
individual. Work must be the great connecting link, but 
at the same time the great factor which separates one man 
from another. The drone is the foe of us all. But the 
creators— it matters not whether they are brain-workers 
or workers with the hand1— they are the nobility of our 
State, they are the German people!”

"We understand under the term ‘work’ exclusively 
that activity which not only profits the individual but in 
no way harms the community, nay rather which contri­
butes to form the community.”

"3. And in the third place it was clear to us that this 
particular view is based on an impulse which springs 

1 German: "fist". 
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from our race and from our blood. We said to ourselves 
ili at race differs from nice and, further, that each race in 
accordance with its fundamental demands shows exter­
nally certain specific tendencies, and these tendencies 
can perhaps be most clearly traced in their relation to 
the conception of work. The Aryan regards work as the 
foundation for the maintenance of the community of the 
people amongst its members, the Jew regards work as 
the means to the exploitation of other peoples. The Jew 
never works as a productive creator without the great 
aim of becoming the master. He works unproductively, 
using and enjoying other people’s work.* And thus we 
understand the iron sentence which Mommsen once 
uttered: 'The Jew is the ferment of decomposition in 
peoples’ ,1 that means that the Jew destroys and must 
destroy because he completely lacks the conception of an 
activity which builds up the life of the community. And 
therefore it is beside the point whether the individual 
Jew is 'decent' or not. In himself he carries those 
characteristics which Nature has given him, and he cannot 
ever rid himself of those characteristics. And to us he is 
harmful. Whether he harms us consciously or uncon­
sciously, that is not our affair. We have consciously to 
concern ourselves for the welfare of our own people.”

“ 4. And fourthly wc were further persuaded that eco­
nomic prosperity is inseparable from political freedom 
and that therefore that house of lies, ‘ Internationalism’ , 
must immediately collapse. We recognized that freedom 
can eternally be only a consequence of power and that 
the source of power is the will. Consequently the will to

1 For the Aryan and the Jewish conception of work cf. A IK ., 
pp, 326, 33t (German); pp. 249, 253 (English).

1 Der Jude ist dai Ferment der Dekomposition der Volker. A  
favourite quotation which Hitler frequently cites; Fermente der 
Zer Sitzung, A IK., p, 36 t, hut Ferment der Dekomposition, AIK., pp. 
498 and 743 (German). Sec Notes at the end of Part II.
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power must be strengthened in a people with passionate 
ardour. And thus we realized fifthly that"

‘ ‘5. We as National Socialists and members of the 
German Workers Party— a Party pledged to w ork-m ust 
be on principle the most fanatical Nationalists. We 
realized that the State can be for our people a paradise 
only if the people can hold sway therein freely as in a 
paradise: we realized that a Slave-State will never be a 
paradise, but only— always and for all time— a hell or a 
colony.” 1

"6. And then sixthly we grasped the fact that power in 
the last resort is possible only where there is strength, 
and that strength lies not in the dead weight of numbers 
but solely in energy. Even the smallest minority can 
achieve a mighty result if it is inspired by the most fiery, 
the most passionate will to act. World-history has always 
been made by minorities. And lastly"

"7. If one has realized a truth, that truth is valueless 
so long as there is lacking the indomitable will to turn 
this realization into action!”

"These were the foundations of our Movement— the 
truths on which it was based and which demonstrated its 
necessity.”

“ For three years wc have sought to realize these funda­
mental ideas. And of course a fight is and remains a 
fight. Stroking in very truth will not carry one far. T o ­
day the German people has been beaten by a quite other 
world, while in its domestic life it has lost all spirit; no 
longer has it any faith. But how will you give this people 
once more firm ground beneath its feet save by the pas­
sionate insistence on one definite, great, clear goal ?” 

"Thus we were the first to declare that this Peace 
Treaty was'a crime. Then folk abused us as ’agitators’ . 
We were the first to protest against the failure to present

1 Cf. pp. 5, 33, 63, 64, 84, infra.
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this Treaty to the people before it was signed. Again we 
were called ‘agitators', We were the first to summon men 
to resistance against being reduced to a continuing state 
of dcfencclcssncss. Once more wc were ‘agitators’ . At 
that time wc called on the masses of the people not to 
surrender their arms, for the surrender of one’s arms 
would be nothing less than the beginning of enslavement. 
We were called, no, we were cried down as, ‘agitators’ . 
We were the first to say that this meant the loss of Upper 
Silesia. So it was. and still they called us ‘agitators’ . We 
declared at that time that compliance in the question of 
Upper Silesia must have as its consequence the awakening 
of a passionate greed which would demand the occupation 
of the Ruhr. Wc were cried down ceaselessly, again and 
again. And because we opposed the mad financial policy 
which to-day will lead to our collapse, what was it that 
we were called repeatedly once more? ‘Agitators’ . And 
to-day?”

“ And finally we were also the first to point the people 
on any large scale to a danger which insinuated itself into 
our midst— a danger which millions failed to realize and 
which will none the less lead us all into ruin— the Jewish 
danger. And to-day people are saying yet again that we 
were ‘agitators’ .”

“ 1 would like here to appeal to a greater than I, Count 
Lcrchcnfcld. lie  said in the last session of the Landtag 
that his feeling ‘as a man and a Christian’ prevented him 
from being an Anti-Semite. Isay : my feci ingasa Christian 
points me to my Lord and Saviour as a fighter. It points 
me to the man who once in loneliness, surrounded only 
by a few followers, recognized these Jews for what they 
were and summoned men to the fight against them and 
who, God’s truth! was greatest not as sufferer but as 
fighter. In boundless love as a Christian and as a man I 
read through the passage which tells us how the Lord
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at last rose in I lis might and seized the scourge to drive 
out of the Temple the brood of vipers and of adders. 
How terrifie was His fight for the world against the 
Jewish poison to-day, after two thousand years, with 
deepest emotion I recognize more profoundly than ever 
before in the fact that it was for this that He had to shed 
His blood upon the Cross.1 As a Christian I have no duty 
to allow myself to be cheated, but I have the duty to be a 
fighter for truth and justice. And as a man 1 have the 
duty to see to it that human society docs not suffer the 
same catastrophic collapse as did the civilization of the 
ancient world some two thousand years ago— a civiliza­
tion which was driven to its ruin through this same 
Jewish people.”

“ Then indeed when Rome collapsed there were endless 
streams of new German bands flowing into the Umpire 
from the North; but, if Germany collapses to-day, who 
is there to come after us ? German blood upon this earth 
is on the way to gradual exhaustion unless wc pull our­
selves together and make ourselves free!"

“ And if there is anything which could demonstrate 
that we are acting rightly it is the distress which daily 
grows. For as a Christian I have also a duty to my own 
people. And when I look on my people I see it work and 
work and toil and labour, and at the end of the week it 
has only for its wage wretchedness and misery. When I 
go out in the morning and see these men standing in their 
queues and look into their pinched faces, then I believe 
I would be no Christian, but a very devil if I felt no pity 
for them, if I did not, as did our Lord two thousand years 
ago, turn against those by whom to-day this poor people 
is plundered and exploited.’ ”

1 Cf. M K., p. 336 (German), p. 257 (English).
: This passage is of interest as illustrating Hitler’s conception of 

"Positive Christianity” .
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“ And di rough the distress there is no doubt that the 
people has been aroused. Externally perhaps apathetic, 
but within there is ferment. And many may say, ‘It is 
an accursed crime to stir up passions in the people’. And 
then I say to myself: Passion is already stirred through 
the rising tide of distress, and one day this passion will 
break out in one way or another: and now I would ask 
those who to-day call us ‘agitators’ : ‘What then have you 
to give to the people as a faith to which it might cling?” ’

“ Nothing at all, for you yourselves have no faith in 
vour own prescriptions.”

“ That is the mightiest thing which our Movement 
must create: for these widespread, seeking, and straying 
masses a new Faith which will not fail them in this hour 
of confusion, to which they can pledge themselves, on 
which they can build so that they may at least find once 
□gain a place which may bring calm to their hearts.” 1

After the murder of Rut hen an Hitler was imprisoned for 
four secche.

On 28 July 1922 he spoke on "Free State or Slavery'". 
Everywhere— in Russia, in Italy, in France, and in 
England— he saw a vast battle in progress between the 
ideals of the Nationalists1 and those of the supra-State 
International. "It is a battle which began nearly 120 yearn 
□go, at the moment when the Jew was granted citizen 
rights in the European States. The political emancipation 
of the Jews was the beginning of an attack of delirium. For 
thereby there were given full citizen rights and equality 
to a people which was much more clearly and definitely a 
race apart than all others, that has alw ays formed and 
will form a State within the State. That did not happen

1 AJalf Hitlers Reden, herausgegeben von Dr. Ernst Bocpplc, 
Munich [*9337, pp. 6-21.

- Gemi un: Ideale der natioml-v6lkit(h Gesinnten.
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perhaps at one blow, but it came about as things come 
about to-day and always do come about: first a little 
finger, then a second and a third, and so bit by bit until 
at last a people that in the eighteenth century'still appeared 
completely alien had won equal citizen-rights with our­
selves.”

'“And it was precisely the same in the economic sphere. 
The vast process of lire industrialization of the peoples 
meant the confluence of great masses of workmen in the 
towns. Thus great hordes of people arose, and these, 
more’s the pity, were not properly dealt with by those 
whose moral duty it was to concern themselves for their 
welfare. Parallel with this was a gradual 'moncyfication’1 
of the whole of the nation’s labour-strength. 'Share- 
capital’ was in the ascendant, and thus bit by bit the Stock 
Exchange came to control the whole national economy. 
The directors of these institutions were, and are without 
exception, Jews. I say “ without exception", for the few 
non-Jews who had a share in them are in the last resort 
nothing but screens, shop-window Christians, whom one 
needs in order, for the sake of the masses, to keep up the 
appearance that these institutions were after all founded 
as a natural outcome of the needs and the economic 
life of all peoples alike, and were not, as was the fact, 
institutions which correspond only with the essential 
characteristics of the Jewish people and arc the outcome 
of those characteristics."

Then Europe stood at the parting of the ways. 
Europe began to divide into two halves, into West Europe 
and Central and Eastern Europe. At first Western Europe 
took the lead in the process of industrialization. Especially 
in England crowds of farm labourers, sons of farmers, or 
even ruined farmers themselves streamed into the towns 
and there formed a new fourth estate (Stand). But here

1 German : ein allmähliches Zugeldmachen.
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one fact is of more importance than we are accustomed 
to admit: this England, like France, had relatively few 
Jews. And the consequence of that was that the great 
masses, concentrated in the towns, did not come into 
immediate contact with this alien nation, and thus feelings 
of aversion which must otherwise necessarily have arisen 
did not find sufficient nourishment for their develop­
ment. In the end the fifty or sixty thousand Jews in 
England— there was hardly that number in England then 
— with supreme case were able so to ‘Europeanize’ 
themselves that they remained hidden From the primitive 
eye of the ordinary member of the public and as'Captains 
of Industry’, and especially as representatives of capital 
cm a large scale, they could appear no longer as foreigners 
hut themselves became Englishmen. This accounts for 
the fact that Anti-Semitism in these States could never 
attain to any native vigour; for the same is true of France. 
And precisely for this reason in these countries it was 
possible to introduce the system which wc have to repre­
sent to ourselves under the concept of 'Democracy’ . 
There it was possible to create a State-form whose mean­
ing could only be the mastery of the herd over the intelli­
gentsia, the mastery over true energy through the dead 
weight of massed numbers. In other words: it must be 
supremely easy for the Jewish intelligentsia, small in 
numbers and therefore completely hidden in the body 
of the British people, so to work upon the masses that the 
latter, quite unconscious of whom they were obeying, in 
the end did but serve the purposes of this small stratum 
ofsociety. Through the Press propaganda, through theuse 
of the organs of information, it was possible in England 
to found the great model parties. Already in those early 
days they saw to it shrewdly that there were always two 
or three groups apparently hostile to each other, but in 
fact all hanging on a gold thread, the whole designed to
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take account of a human characteristic— that the longer 
a man possesses an object, the more readily he grows tired 
of it. He craves something new: therefore one needs two 
parties. The one is in office, the otiier in opposition. 
When the one has played itself out, then the Opposition 
party comes into power, and the party which has had its 
day is now in its turn the Opposition. After twenty years 
the new party itself has once more played itself out and 
the game begins afresh. In truth this is a highly ingenious 
mill in which the interests of a nation are ground very 
small. As everyone knows, this system is given some such 
name as ‘Self-Government of a People’ .”

“ Besides this we always find two great catchwords, 
‘Freedom’ and ‘Democracy’ , used, I might say, as sign­
boards. ‘Freedom’ : under that term is understood, at 
least amongst those in authority who in fact carry on the 
Government, the possibility of an unchecked plundering 
of the masses of the people to which no resistance can be 
offered. The masses themselves naturally believe that 
under the term ‘freedom’ they possess the right to a quite 
peculiar freedom of motion-freedom to move the tongue 
and to say what they choose, freedom to move about the 
streets &c. A  bitter deception!”

“And the same is true of democracy. In general even 
in the early days both England and France had already 
been bound with the fetters of slavery. With, I might 
say, a brazen security these States are fettered with 
Jewish chains.”

Hitler then turned to consider the position in Central and 
Eastern Europe. Here industrialization proceeded more 
slowly: the stream of immigration into the towns was 
not so rapid ; it took longer for the new centres of industry 
to develop and for the formation of a fourth estate. But 
here, both in Eastern Europe and in Germany, the Jews 
were more numerous and the masses were thus brought
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into continuous contact with them, and thus throughout 
the whole people, but especially amongst the peasantry, 
the workmen, and the lower middle classes, the Jew was 
regarded with an instinctive and profound aversion. On 
the other hand, the aristocracy and a section of the 
trading class for which money was everything were very 
early infected by Jewish influence.1

In consequence of this widespread aversion it was 
more difficult for the Jew to spread infection in the 
political sphere, and especially so since traditionally 
loyalty was centred in a person: the form of the State 
was a monarchy, and power did not lie with an irre­
sponsible majority. Thus the Jew saw that here it was 
possible for an enlightened despotism to arise based upon 
the army, the bureaucracy, and the masses of the people 
still unaffected by the Jewish poison. The intelligentsia 
at that time was almost exclusively German, big business 
and the new industries were in German I lands, while the 
last reservoir of a people’s strength, the peasantry, was 
throughout healthy. In such conditions if, as industry 
grew, a fourth estate was formed in the towns, there 
was the danger that this fourth estate might ally itself 
with the monarchy, and thus with its support there might 
arise a popular monarchy (Volkskönig) or a popular 
"Kaisertum” w[licit would he ready and willing to give 
a mortal blow to those powers of international supra- 
Statc finance which were at that time beginning to grow 
in influence. This was not impossible: in the history of 
Germany princes had from time to time found them­
selves forced, as in Brandenburg, to turn against the 
nobility and seek popular support. "What was the great 
fight of the Holicnzollcrns if it was not a fight to break 
down the privileged position of headstrong members of

‘ For the whole of this account of the methods of Jewish penetra­
tion cf. M K., pp. 337 sqq. (German), pp. 338 sqq. (English).
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the nobility in order to incorporate them into the State 
and, cost what it might, to force them to take their place 
within the new order?”

But this possibility constituted a grave danger for Jewry. 
If the great masses of the new industrialized workmen 
“ had come into Nationalist hands and like a true social 
leaven had penetrated the whole nation, if the liberation 
of the different estates (Stände) had followed step bv step 
in an organic development and the State had later looked 
to them for support, then there would have been created 
what many hoped for in November 1918, viz. a national 
social State. For Socialism in itself is anything but an 
international creation. As a noble conception it has 
indeed grown up exclusively in Aryan hearts: it owes its 
intellectual glories only to Aryan brains. It is entirely 
alien to the Jew. The Jew will always be the born cham­
pion of private capital in its worst form, that of unchecked 
exploitation. . . . Voltaire, as well as Rousseau, together 
with our German Fichte and many another— they are all 
without exception united in their recognition that the 
Jew is not only a foreign clement differing in his essential 
character, which is utterly harmful to the nature of the 
Aryan, but that the Jewish people in itself stands against 
us as our deadly foe and so will stand against us always 
and for all time.”

The master-stroke of the Jew was to claim the leadership 
of the fourth estate: he founded the Movement both of 
the Social Democrats and the Communists. His policy 
was twofold: he had his “ apostles”  in both political 
camps. Amongst the parties of the Right he encouraged 
those features which were most repugnant to the people—  
the passion for money, unscrupulous methods in trade 
which were employed so ruthlessly as to give rise to the 
proverb "Business, too, marches over corpses” . And the 
Jew attacked the parties of the Right through the blood
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of their members: systematically he bastardized, them. 
More and more Jews wormed their way into the families . 
of the upper classes: it was from the Jews that the latter 
took their wives. "T he result was that in a short time it 
was precisely the ruling class (Schicht) which became in 
its character completely estranged from its own people.” 1 

And this fact gave the Jew his opportunity with the 
parties of the Left. Here he played the part of the common 
demagogue. Two means enabled him to drive away in 
disgust the whole intelligentsia of the nation from the 
leadership of die workers. First: his international atti­
tude, "for the native intelligence of the country isprepared 
to make sacrifices, it will do anything for the life of the 
people, but it cannot believe in the mad view that through 
the denial of that national life, through a refusal to defend 
the rights of one's own people, through the breaking down 
of the national resistance to the foreigner, it is possible to 
raise up a people and make it happy. That it cannot do, 
and so it remained at a distance. And the Jew’s second 
instrument was the Marxist theory' in and for itself. For 
directly one went on to assert that property as such is 
theft, directly one deserted the obvious formula that only 
the natural wealth of a country can and should be common 
property, but that that which a man creates or gains 
through his honest labour is his own, immediately the 
economic intelligentsia with its Nationalist outlook could, 
here too, no longer co-operate: for this intelligentsia was 
bound to say to itself that this theory meant the collapse 
of any human civilization whatever.1 Thus the Jew suc­
ceeded in isolating this new movement of the workers 
from all the Nationalist elements. And further, through 
an ingenious exploitation of the influence of the Press the

1 On bastardization of Germans by Jews cf, M K ., pp. 629-30 
(German), pp. 459-60 (English).

1 Cf. pp. 808, S44, 896 infra.
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Jew was able so to influence the masses that he persuaded 
those of the Right that the faults of the Left were the 
faults of the German workman, and similarly he made it 
appear to those of the Left that the faults of the Right 
were simply the faults of the so-called ‘Bourgeois', and 
neither side noticed that on both sides the faults were the 
result of a scheme planned by alien, devilish agitators. 
And only so is it possible to explain how this dirty joke 
of world-history could come to be that Stock Exchange 
Jews should become the leaders of a Workers’ Movement. 
It is a gigantic fraud: world-history lias seldom seen its 
like."

“ And then we must ask ourselves: what arc the final 
aims of this development?”

So soon as millions of men have had it hammered into 
them that they are so oppressed and enslaved that it 
matters not what their personal attitude may be to their 
people, their State, or economic life, then a kind of passive 
resistance must result which sooner or later will do fatal 
damage to the national economy. Through the preaching 
of the Marxist economic theory the national economy 
must go to ruin. Wc sec the results in Russia: the end of 
the whole economic life of the State: the handing over of 
the community to the international world of finance. 
And the process is furthered through the organization of 
the “ political strike” . Often there are no adequate eco­
nomic grounds for a strike, but there are always political 
grounds and plenty of them. And to this must be added 
the practical political sabotage of the State, since the 
thought of the individual is concentrated on the idea of 
international solidarity. It is clear that a nation’s eco­
nomic life depends upon the strength of a national State: 
it does not live on such phrases as “ Appeasement of the 
Peoples” or “ Freedom of the Peoples” . “At the moment 
when no people supports the economic life of a nation,
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ready io give it its protection, at that moment economic 
life collapses. The breaking in pieces of a nation’s 
strength is the end of a nation's prosperity, the national 
existence must cease altogether.”

And one can see constantly how wonderfully the 
Stock Exchange Jew and the leader of the workers, how 
the Stock Exchange organ and the journal of the workers, 
co-operate. They both pursue one common policy and 
a single aim, Moses Kohn on the one side encourages 
his association to refuse the workers' demands, while his 
brother Isaac in the faeton' incites the masses and shouts, 
'Look at them! they only want to oppress you! Shake 
off your fetters. . . His brother lakes care that the 
fetters are well and truly forged. The Stock Exchange 
organ seeks without intermission to encourage fevered 
speculation and unparalleled corners in grain and in the 
food of the people, while the workmen’s newspaper lets 
off nil its guns on the masses, telling them that bread is 
dearer and this, that, and the other is dearer: up Prole­
tarians! endure it no longer— down with . . . (n gesture 
shweed that Hitler referred to the Jews).

How long can this process last? It means the utter 
destruction not only of economic life, but of the people. 
It is clear that all these apostles who talk their tongues 
out of their heads, but who spend the night in the Hotel 
Excelsior, travel in express trains, and spend their leave 
for their health in Nice— these people do not exert their 
energies for love of the people. No, the people is not to 
profit, it shall merely be brought into dependence on 
diese men. The backbone of its independence, its 
own economic life, is to be destroyed, that it may the 
more surely relapse into the golden fetters of the per­
petual interest-slavery of the Jewish race. And this 
process will end when suddenly out of the masses some­
one arises who seizes the leadership, finds other com-
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rades, and fans into flame the passions which have been 
held in check and looses them against the deceivers. 
“ That is the lurking danger, and the Jew can meet it in 
one way only— by destroying the hostile national intelli­
gentsia. That is the inevitable ultimate goal of the Jew in 
his revolution. And this aim he must pursue; he knows 
well enough his economics brings no blessing; his is no 
master-people; he is an exploiter: the Jews are a people 
of robbers. He has never founded any civilization, 
though he has destroyed civilizations by the hundred. 
He possesses nothing of his own creation to which he 
can point. Everything that he has is stolen. Foreign 
peoples, foreign workmen build him his temples, it is 
foreigners who create and work for him: it is foreigners 
who shed their blood for him. He knows no ‘people’s 
army’ : he has only hired mercenaries who are ready to 
go to death on his behalf. He has no art of his own: bit 
by bit he has stolen it all from the other peoples or has 
watched them at work anti then made his copy.’ He 
does not even know how merely to preserve the precious 
things which others have created: as he turns the trea­
sures over in his hand they are transformed into dirt 
and dung. He knows that he cannot maintain any State 
for long. That is one of the differences between him 
and the Aryan. True, the Aryan also has dominated 
other peoples. But how? He entered on the land, he 
cleared the forests; out of wildernesses he has created 
civilizations, and he has not used the others for his own 
interests, he has, so far as their capacities permitted, 
incorporated them into his State and through him art 
and science were brought to flower. In the last resort 
it was the Aryan and the Aryan alone who could form 
States and could set them on their path to future 
greatness.”

1 Cf. p. C8 infra.
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“ AU that the Jew cannot do. And because he cannot 
do it, therefore all his revolutions must be 'international’ . 
They must spread as a pestilence spreads. He can build 
no State and say ‘See here! Here stands the State, a 
model for all. Now copy us!’ He must take care that 
the plague does not die, that it is not limited to one 
place, or else in a short time this plague-hearth would 
burn itself out. So he is forced to bring every mortal 
thing to an international expansion. For how long? 
Until the whole world sinks in ruins and brings him 
down with it in the midst of the ruins.”

"That process to-day in Russia is practically com­
plete. The whole of present-day Russia has nothing to 
show beyond a ruined civilization, a colony ripe for 
development through alien capital, and even this capital 
in order to supply resources in labour for its practical 
work must introduce Aryan intellects, since for this 
again the Jew is useless. Here, too, he is all rapacity, 
never satisfied. He knows no ordered economy, he 
knows no ordered body of administrators. Over there 
in Russia he is laying his hands on everything. They 
take the noble's diamonds to help 'the People’ . The 
diamonds then stray into foreign societies and are no 
more seen. He seizes to himself the treasures of the 
churches, but not to feed the people: oh no! Everything 
wanders away and leaves not a trace behind. In his 
greed he has become quite senseless: he can keep hold 
of nothing: he has only within him the instinct for 
destruction, and so he himself collapses with Ute treasure 
that he has destroyed."

It is a tragic fate: we have often grown excited over 
Ute death of a criminal: if an anarchist is shot in Spain 
we raise a mighty howl over “ the sacrifice of valuable 
human blood . . . , and here in the East thirty million 
human beings are being slowly martyred— done to death,
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some on the scaffold, some by machine guns . . .  millions 
upon millions through starvation. . . .  A whole people 
is dying, and now we can perhaps understand how it 
was possible that formerly all the civilizations of Meso­
potamia disappeared without a trace so that one can 
only with difficulty find in the desert sand the remains 
of these cities. We see how in our own day whole coun­
tries die out under this scourge of God, and we sec how 
this scourge is threatening Germany, too, and how with 
us our own people in mad infatuation is contributing to 
bring upon itself the same yoke, the same misery.”

"W e know that this Revolution which began in 1918 
has covered perhaps but the first third of its course. 
Two things, however, there are which must scourge it 
forward upon its way: economic causes and political 
causes.” On the economic side, the ever-growing dis­
tress, and in the political sphere, “ arc not nearly all 
Germans in their hearts— let each one admit it— in 
despair when they consider the situation which leaves 
us quite defenceless in face of a Europe which is so 
hostile to Germany? And why is Europe hostile? Wc 
sec how over there in this other Europe it is not the 
peoples which agitate against us, it is the secret power 
of the organized Press which ceaselessly pours new 
poison into the hearts of these peoples.”

“And who are then these bandits of the Press? The 
brothers and the relatives of the publishers of our own 
newspapers. And the capital source which provides the 
energy which here— and there— drives them forward is 
the Jewish dream of World-Supremacy.” ’

1 The German text is, Eine Kapitalsqueile ist es, die sic hier wie 
dort vonvärts freifit; Der jüdische Welthcrrscluiftstraum. My render­
ing is, I admit, a paraphrase, hut I find it difficult to translate the 
sentence more literally. The Jewish dream of world-supremacy 
frequently recurs in M K., cf. e.g. pp. 343, 352, 703, 738, 751 
(German); pp. 262, 269, 507-8, 530, 538 (English); cf. p. 61 infra.
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To-day the idea of international solidarity has lost its 
force: one can still bring men out of the factories, but 
only by means of terrorism. If you ask for an honest 
answer the worker will confess that lie no longer believes 
in this international solidarity. And the belief in the 
so-called reasonableness of the other peoples has gone 
too. ‘ 'How often have wc been told that reason will lead 
them not to be too hard with us: true, reason should 
have moved them thus, but what did move them had 
nothing to do with reason. For here there is no question 
of the thought of reasonable peoples: it is the thought 
of a wild beast, tearing, raging in its unreason, that 
drives all of them to the same ruin as that to which wc 
ourselves arc driven."

"So the masses of the people in Germany are be­
coming, in the political sphere, completely lost. Yet 
here and there people are beginning to get some practice 
in criticism.' Slowly, cautiously, and yet with a certain 
accuracy the finger is being placed on the real wound of 
our people. And thus one comes to realize: if only 
this development goes on for a time, it might be possible 
that from Germany the light should come which is 
destined to light both Germany and the world to their 
salvation. And at that point the everlasting lie begins 
to work against us with every means in its power."

But who really are the people who are the foes of this 
Republic? Is it those who do not wish this people to 
dishonour itself utterly in the eyes of foreign countries? 
Is it those who desire to do away with corruption, who 
wish that the German shall not befoul the few great 
men in German history' on whose model he might reform 
himself?— "is it, in a word, those who wish that this 
German Republic should be a German State and not a 
colony of foreign Jewry and of the world’s Stock Ex-

1 Cf. pp. 34, 37, !'(/«•

33D



EARLY SPEECHES

change?1 Is it not these criminals, this Jewry, who arc 
the real foes of the Republic, these men who from the clay 
of its birth burdened it with the lie that this people was 
guilty of the World War?- And have they not undermined 
the Republic who thereby gave to the foreign Powers 
those spiritual arms with which these Powers for the 
last three years shower blows upon us and oppress us 
and say to us 'You deserve it, for you yourselves have 
confessed your guilt!’ And have not they opposed the 
Republic who have so reduced all power of resistance 
that to-day every Hottentot State is in a position to lord 
it over Germany? And do they not ceaselessly oppose 
Germany who have brought us, once the people of 
honour, so low that we have a reputation for the meanest 
economic corruption and the most debased political 
outlook?"

“ It is said, if one criticizes the state of affairs to which 
wc have been brought to-day, that one is a reactionary, 
a Monarchist, a Pan-German. I ask you what would 
probably have been the stale of Germany to-day if 
during these three years there had been no criticism at 
all? I believe that in fact there has been far, far too 
little criticism. Our people unfortunately is much too 
uncritical, or otherwise it would long ago have not only 
seen through many things, but would have swept them 
away with its fist! The crisis is developing towards its 
culmination. The day is not far distant when, for the 
reasons which I have stated, the German Revolution 
must be carried forward another step. The leaders know 
all too well that things cannot always go on as they are 
going to-day. One may raise prices ten times by ioo 
per cent., but it is doubtful if in the end even a German 
will accept a milliard of marks for his day’s wage if in 
the last resort with his milliard-wage he must still starve.

1 Cf. p. 18 supra, 1 Cf, p. 53 in fra .
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It is a question whether one will be able to keep up this 
great fraud upon the nation. There will come a day 
when this must stop— and therefore one must build for 
that day, before it comes.”

“ And so now Germany is reaching that stage which 
Russia has drunk to the Ices. Now in one last stupendous 
assault they will finally cruslt all criticism, all opposition, 
no, rather whatever honesty is still left to us, and that 
they will do the more rapidly the more clearly they see 
that the masses arc beginning to understand one thing—  
National Socialist teaching,”

"Whether for the moment it comes to them under 
that name or under another, the fact is that everywhere 
more and more it is making headway. To-day all these 
folk cannot yet belong to a single party, but, wherever 
you go, in Germany, yes almost in the whole world, you 
find already millions of thinking men who know that a 
State can he built only on a social foundation and they 
know also that the deadly foe of every social conception 
is the international Jew.”

“ Every truly national idea is in the last resort social, 
i.c. he who is prepared so completely to adopt the cause 
of his people that he really knows no higher ideal than 
the prosperity of this— his own— people, he who has so 
taken to heart the meaning of our great song 'Deutsch­
land, Deutschland über alles*,1 that nothing in this 
world stands for him higher than this Germany, people 
and land, land and people, he is a Socialist! And he who 
in this people sympathizes with the poorest of its citizens, 
who in this people sees in ever)’ individual a valuable 
member of the whole community, and who recognizes 
that this community can flourish only when it is formed 
not of rulers and oppressed but when all according to 
their capacities fulfil their duty to their Fatherland and

• C f .  p . 60 9.
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the community of the people and are valued accordingly, 
he who seeks to preserve the native vigour, the strength, 
and the youthful energy of the millions of working men, 
and who above all is concerned that our precious posses­
sion, our youth, should not before its time be used up 
in unhealthy, harmful work— he is not merely a Socialist, 
but he is also National in the highest sense of that word.”

“ It is the teaching of these facts which appears to the 
Jews as leaders of the Revolution to-day to constitute 
a threatening danger. And it is precisely this which 
more than anything else makes the Jew wish to get in 
his blow as soon as possible. For one thing he knows 
quite well: in the last resort there is only one danger 
which he has to fear— and that danger is this young 
Movement."

“ He knows the old parties. They arc easily satisfied. 
Only endow them with a few seats as ministers or with 
similar posts and they are ready to go along with you. 
And in especial he knows one thing: they arc so inno­
cently stupid. In their case the truth of the old saying 
is proved afresh every day: ‘Those whom the gods wish 
to destroy, they first strike with blindness.’ They have 
been struck with blindness: therefore it follows that the 
gods wish to destroy them. Only look at these parties 
and their leaders, Stresemann and the rest of them. They 
are indeed not dangerous. They never go to the roots 
of the evil: they all still think that with forbearance, 
with humanity, with accommodation they can fight a 

. battle which has not its equal in this world. Through 
gentleness they think that they must demonstrate to the 
enemy of the Left that they are ready for appeasement 
so as to stay the deadly cancerous ulcer through a policy 
of moderation.”

“ No! A thousand times No! Here there are only two 
possibilities: cither victory or defeat!”
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"What to-day is the meaning of these great prepara­
tions for the decisive battle on the part of Bolshevist 
Judaism r— "

"T o  make the nation defenceless in arms and to make 
the people defenceless in spirit."

"Tw o great aims!"
“ Abroad Germany is already humiliated. The State 

trembles before every French negro-captain, the nation 
is no longer dangerous. And within Germany they have 
seen to it that arms should lie taken away from the 
decent elements of the people and that in their stead 
Russian-Jewish-Bolshcvist bands should be armed. Only 
one thing remains still to do: viz. the muzzling of the 
spirit, above all the arrest of the evil ‘agitators'— that is 
the name they give to those who dare to tell the people 
the truth. Not only arc their organizations to be known 
to all, but the masses arc to be incited against their 
persons. Just as the Jew could once incite the mob of 
Jerusalem against Christ, so to-day he must succeed in 
inciting folk who have been duped into madness to 
attack those who, God’s truth! seek to deal with this 
people in utter honesty and sincerity. And so lie begins 
to intimidate them, and he knows that this pressure in 
itself is enough to shut the mouths of hundreds, yes, of 
thousands. For they think, if I only hold my tongue, 
then I shall be safe in case they come into power. No, 
my friend. The only difference will be that I may hang 
perhaps still talking, white you will hang— in silence. 
Here, too, Russia can give us countless examples, and 
with us it will be the same story,"

"W e know that the so-called ‘Law for the Protection 
of the Republic’ (Schutzgesetz) which comes from Berlin 
to-day is nothing else than a means for reducing all 
criticism to silence. We know, too, that no effort will be 
spared so that the last outstanding personalities (Köpfe)
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— those who within Germany foresee the coming of 
disaster— shall in good time disappear. And to that 
end the population of North Germany will be scourged 
into opposition to Bavaria with every' lie and every 
misrepresentation that comes to hand. Up there they 
have the feeling that in one corner of the Reich the 
spirit of the German people is not yet broken. And that 
is the point to which we National Socialists have to 
grapple ourselves. YVc National Socialists are, God’s 
truth! perhaps the most loyal, the most devoted of all 
men to our German Fatherland. For three years we 
have waged a war, often against death and devil, but 
always only for our German Fatherland. Wc got so far 
that at the last, as crown of all our labours, we had to 
land in prison. But in spite of everything there is one 
thing wc would say: Wc do make a distinction between 
a Government and the German Fatherland. When to­
day here in the Landtag or in the Reichstag at Berlin 
some lousy half-Asiatic youth casts in our teeth the 
charge that we have no loyalty to the Reich, I beg you 
do not distress yourselves. The Bavarian people has 
sealed its loyalty to the Reich with its countless regi­
ments which fought for the Reich and often sank under 
the earth two or three times. Wc are convinced, and 
that in the last resort is our one great faith, that out of 
this bitterest distress and this utter misery the German 
Reich will rise again, but not as now, not as the offspring 
of wretchedness and misery— we shall possess once 
again a true German Reich of freedom and of honour, 
a real Fatherland of the whole German people and not 
an asylum for alien swindlers. There is to-day constant 
talk about ‘Federalism’, &c. I beg you not to abuse the 
Prussians while at the same time you grovel before the 
Jews, but show yourselves stiff-necked against the folk 
of Berlin. And if you do that, then you will have on your
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side in the whole of Germany millions and millions of 
Germans, whether they be Prussians or men of Baden, 
VViirtt cm bergers, men of Saxony, or Germans of Austria. 
N o w  is the hour to stand stiff-necked and resist to the 
last!*’

“ We National Socialists who for three years have 
done nothing but preach— abused and insulted by all, 
by some mocked and scorned, by others traduced and 
slandered— w'e cannot retreat! For us there is only 
one path which leads straight ahead. Wc know that 
the fight which now is blazing will be a hard struggle. 
It will not be fought out in the court of the Reich 
at Leipzig, it will not he fought out in a cabinet at 
Berlin, it will be fought out through those factors 
which in their hard reality have ever up to the present 
time made world-history. I heard recently in the 
speech of a minister that the rights of a State cannot 
be set aside through simple majority decisions, but 
only through treaties. Bismarck once used different 
language on this subject : he thought that the destinies 
of peoples could be determined neither through majority 
decisions nor through treaties, but only through blood 
and iron.”

“ On one point there should be no doubt: wc will not 
let the Jews slit our gullets and not defend ourselves. 
To-day in Berlin they may already be arranging their 
festival-dinners with the Jewish hangmen of Soviet- 
Russin— that they will never do here. They may to-day 
begin toset up the Cheka— the Extraordinary Commission 
— in Germany, they may give it free scope, we surrender 
to such a Jewish Commission never! We have the con­
viction, firm as a rock, that, if in this State seven million 
men are determined to stand by their ‘No’ to the very 
last, the evil spectre will collapse into nothingness in 
the rest of the Reich. For what Germany needs to-day,
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what Germany longs for ardently, is a symbol of 
power, and strength.”

” So as I come to the end of my speecli I want to ask 
something of those among you who arc young. And for 
that there is a very special reason. 'Hie old parties train 
their youth in the gift of the gab, wc prefer to train them 
to use their bodily strength. For I tell you: the young 
man who docs not find his way to the place where in 
the last resort the destiny of his people is most truly 
represented, only studies philosophy and in a time like 
this buries himself behind his books or sits at home by 
the fire, he is no German youth! I call upon you! Join 
our Storm-Divisions! And however many insults and 
slanders you may hear if you do join, you all know that 
the Storm-Divisions have been formed for our protec­
tion, for your protection, and at the same time not 
merely for the protection of the Movement, but for the 
protection of a Germany that is to be. If you arc reviled 
and insulted, good luck to you, my boys! You have the 
good fortune already at 18 or 19 years of age to be bated 
by the greatest of scoundrels. What others can win only 
after a lifetime of toil, this highest gift of distinguishing 
between the honest man and the brigand, falls as a piece 
of luck into your lap while you are but youths. You can 
be assured that the more they revile you, the more we 
respect vou. We know that if you were not there, none 
of us would make another speech. We know, wc sec 
clearly that our Movement would be cudgelled down if 
you did not protect it! You are the defence of a Move­
ment that is called one day to remodel Germany in 
revolutionary fashion from its very foundations in order 
that there may come to birth what perhaps so many 
expected on the 9th of November: a German Reich and 
a Germanic and, so far as in us lies, a German Republic.” 

"Every battle must be fought to the end— better that
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it come early than late. And he ever stands most se­
curely who from thefirstgoes tothc fight with the greatest 
confidence. And this highest confidence we can carry 
with us in our hearts. For he who on our side is to-day 
the leader of the German people, God’s truth! he has 
nothing to win but perhaps only everything to lose. He 
who to-day fights on our side cannot win great laurels, 
far less can he win great material goods— it is more 
likely that he will end up in jail. He who to-day is leader 
must be an idealist, if only for the reason that he leads 
tiiosc against whom it would seem that everything has 
conspired.”

“ But in that very fact there lies an inexhaustible 
source of strength. The conviction that our Movement 
is not sustained by money or the lust for gold, but 
only by our love for the people, that must ever give 
us fresh heart, that must ever fill us with courage for 
the fray."

“ And as my last word, take with you this assurance: 
if this battle should not come, never would Germany 
win peace. Germany would decay and at the best would 
sink to ruin like a rotting corpse. But that is not our 
destiny. Wc do not believe that this misfortune which 
to-day our God sends over Germany has no meaning:1 
it is surely the scourge which should and shall drive us 
to a new greatness, to a new power and glory, to a 
Germany which for the first time shall fulfil that which 
in their hearts millions of the best of our fellow-country­
men have hoped for through the centuries and the 
millennia, to the Germany of the German people!” *

1 'I 'l ie  G e r m a n  te x t  is :  Wir glauben nicht on dos Unheil, das heute 
unser Herrgott über Deutschland schickt, die Geißel ist, die uns auf­
peitschen soll. . . .  I  c a n n o t tr a n s la te  t h is :  I h a v e  a t te m p t e d  a  p a r a ­
p h r a s e  w h ic h  m u s t , 1 th in k , r e p r e s e n t  H it t e r 's  m e a n in g .

Adolf Hitlers Reden (e d itio n  o f  19 3 3 ), p p . 2 1 - 3 6 .
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On iS September 1922 Hitler spoke on " The Stock 
Exchange Revolution 0/ 191S” . At the close of the speech 
he formulated certain fundamental demands of the Move­
ment (see p. 107 for a translation of this passage). A  few 
sentences may be translated from this speech:1

“ Economics is a secondary matter. World-history 
teaches us that no people became great through eco­
nomics: it was economics that brought them to their 
ruin. A people died when its race was disintegrated. 
Germany, too, did not become great through economics.” 

“ A people that in its own life (völkisch) has lost 
honour becomes politically defenceless, and then be­
comes enslaved also in the economic sphere.”

"Internationalization to-day means only Judaization. 
We in Germany have come to this: that a sixty-million 
people sees its destiny to lie at the will of a few dozen 
Jewish bankers. This was possible only because our 
civilization had first been Judaized. The undermining 
of the German conception of personality by catchwords 
had begun long before. Ideas such as ‘Democracy’, 
‘Majority’, ‘Conscience of the World’, ‘World-soli­
darity’, ‘World-peace’, ‘ Internationality of Art’ , &c., 
disintegrate our race-consciousness, breed cowardice, 
and so to-day we are bound to say that the simple Turk 
is more man than we are.”

"N o salvation is possible until the bearer of disunion, 
the Jew, has been rendered powerless to harm.”

After the occupation of the Ruhr by the French Hitler 
delivered eight speeches in rapid succession in Munich.

He began a speech on 10 April IÇ23 with the words: 
“ In the Bible we find the text, ‘That which is neither 

hot nor cold will I spue out of my mouth’.2 This
1 Adolf Hillers Reden (edition of 1933), PP- 3̂ -9- 
1 Revelation iii. 16.
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utterance of the great Nazarene has kept its profound 
validity until the present day. He who would pursue 
the golden mean must surrender the hope of achieving 
the great and the greatest aims. Until the present day 
the half-hearted (das Halbe) and the lukewarm have 
remained the curse of Germany.”  . . .

“ To the half-heart cd ness and weakness of the parties 
in Parliament was added the haif-heartedness of Govern­
ments. . . . Everything stood under the sign of haif- 
heartedocss and lukewarmness, even the fight for exist­
ence in the World War and still more the conclusion of 
peace. And now the continuation of the half-hearted 
policy of those days holds the field. The people, in­
wardly united in the hard struggle— in the trenches 
there were neither parties nor Confessions— has been 
torn asunder through the economics of profiteers and 
knaves. Appeasement and the settlement of differences 
would certainly soon be there if only one were to hang 
the whole crew. But profiteers and knaves are, of course, 
'Citizens of the Stale’, and what is more important 
still, they are adherents of the religion which is hallowed 
by the Talmud.”

“ Even to-day,” he continued, “ we are the least loved 
people on earth. A  world of foes is ranged against us 
and the German must still to-day make up his mind 
whether he intends to be a free soldier or a white slave. 
The only possible conditions under which a German 
State can develop at all must therefore be: the unifica­
tion of all Germans in Europe, education towards a 
national consciousness, and readiness to place the whole 
national strength without exception in the service of 
the nation." . . .

“ No economic policy is possible without a sword, no 
industrialization without power. To-day we have no 
longer any sword grasped in our fist— how can we have
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a successful economic policy ? England lias fully recog­
nized this primary maxim in the healthy life of States; 
for centuries England has acted on the principle of con­
verting economic strength into political power, while 
conversely political power in its turn must protect eco­
nomic life. The instinct of self-preservation can build 
up economics, but we sought to preserve World-Peace 
instead of the interests of the nation, instead of defending 
the economic life of the nation with the sword and of 
ruthlessly championing those conditions which were 
essential for the life of the people.”

"Three years ago I declared in this same room that 
the collapse of the German national consciousness must 
carry with it into the abyss the economic life of Germany 
as well. For liberation something more is necessary- than 
an economic policy, something more than industry: if 
a people is to become free it needs pride and will-power, 
defiance, hate, hate, and once again hate.”  . . .

"The spirit comes not down from above, that spirit 
which is to purify Germany, which with its iron besom 
is to purify the great sty of democracy. To do that is the 
task of our Movement. The Movement must not rust 
away7 in Parliament, it must not spend itself in super­
fluous battles of words, but the banner with the white 
circle and the black swastika will be hoisted over the 
whole of Germany on the day which shall mark the 
liberation of our whole people.” 1

T H E  L E A G U E  O F  N A T IO N S

In his speech delivered in Munich on 13 April 1923 
Hitler said:

"In our view the times when there was no ‘League of 
Nations’ were far more honourable and more humane.

‘ Adolf Hitlers Roden ( e d it io n  o f  19 3 3 ), p p . 4° - 2 '
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. , . We ask: Must there be wars? The pacifist answers 
‘No!’ He proceeds to explain that disputes in the life of 
peoples are only the expression of the fact that a class 
has been oppressed by the ruling bourgeoisie. When 
there are in fact differences of opinion between peoples, 
then these should be brought before a ‘Peace-Court’ 
(Friedensgericht) for its decision. Hut he docs not 
answer the question whether the judges of this court of 
arbitration would have the power to bring the parties 
before the bar of the court. I believe that an accused 
ordinarily only appears 'voluntarily' before a court be­
cause, if he did not, he would be fetched there, I should 
like to see the nation which in the case of a disagree­
ment would allow itself to be brought before this League 
of Nations Court without external force. In the life of 
nations, what in the last resort decides questions is a 
kind of Judgement Court of God. It may even happen 
that in case of a dispute between two peoples— both 
may be in the right. Thus Austria, a people of fifty 
millions, had most certainly the right to an outlet to the 
sea. But since in the strip of territory in question the 
Italian element of the population was in the majority, 
Italy claimed for herself the ‘ right of self-determina­
tion’. Who yields voluntarily ? No one! So the strength 
which each people possesses decides the day. Always 
before God and the world the stronger has the right to 
carry through what he wills, History proves: He who 
has not the strength— him the ‘ right in itself’ profits 
not a whit. A world-court without a world-police would 
be a joke. And from what nations of the present League 
of Nations would then this force be recruited? Perhaps 
from the ranks of the old German army? The whole 
world of Nature is a mighty struggle between strength 
and weakness— an eternal victory of the strong over the 
weak. There would be nothing but decay in the whole
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of Nature if this were not so. States which should offend 
against the elementar}' law would fall into decay. You 
need not seek for long to find an example of such mortal 
decay: you can sec it in the Reich of to-day.” *

In his speech delivered in Munich on 13 April 1923 
Hitler explained the part which the Jao had played in 
moulding the policies of the European States: the good 
relations between Germany and Russia were destroyed 
because the Jew wanted Germany to overthrow the 
Czarist régime in Russia in order to put an end to the 
limitations (Beschränkungen) imposed upon the activity 
of the Jews in Russia; “ limitations” not “ persecutions” : 
there have been no persecutions of the Jews for 200 
years, only a continuous persecution of the Christians. 
The Jew thus exploited the differences between Austria 
and Russia, between Austria and Italy, “ in order with 
mathematical certainty to bring on the War” . Germany 
was led with sentimental phrases to support Austria—  
a fatal policy, for thus “ instead of breaking up the im­
possible construction, Austria, which was utterly lacking 
in the spirit of internal unity and in the determination 
to maintain itself as a State, instead of joining Gcrman- 
Austria to itself, and letting the remainder of Austria go, 
Germany was driven to follow the destiny of this lost 
member.” 1

Between Germany and France there were funda­
mental differences: “ before the War the two States had 
to live side by side but only under arms. It is true that 
the War of 1870-1 meant for Germany the close of an 
enmity which had endured for centuries, but in France 
a passionate hatred against Germany was fostered by

1 Adolf Hitlers Reden (edition of 1933), pp. 43-4­
1 This theme was elaborated at length in M K . Cf. M K., pp. 139 

sqq. (German), pp. 118 sqq. (English).
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every means— by propaganda in the Press, in school 
text-books, in theatres, in the cinemas.” ' . . .  All the 
Jewish papers throughout France agitated against Berlin. 
“ Here again to seek and to exploit grounds for a conflict 
is the clearly recognizable effort of world-Jcwry.”

"The conflict of interests between Germany and 
England lay in the economic sphere. Up till 1850 
England’s position as a World-Power was undisputed. 
British engineers, British trade conquer the world. 
Germany, owing to greater industry and increased capa­
city, begins to be a dangerous rival. In a short time 
those firms which in Germany were in English hands 
pass into the possession of German industrialists. Ger­
man industry expands vastly and the products of that 
industry even in the London market drive out British 
goods. The protective measure, the stamp ‘Made in 
Germany’, has the opposite effect from that desired: this 
‘protective stamp1 becomes a highly effective advertise­
ment. The German economic success was not created 
in Essen alone but by a man who knew that behind 
economics must stand power, for power alone makes an 
economic position secure. This power was born upon 
the battle-fields of 1870-1, not in the atmosphere of 
parliamentary chatter. Forty thousand dead have ren­
dered possible the life of forty millions. When England, 
in the face of such a Germany as this, bid fair to be 
brought to her knees, then she bethought herself of the 
last weapon in the armoury of international rivalry—  
violence. A Press propaganda on an imposing scale was 
started as a preparatory measure. But who is the chief 
of the whole British Press concerned with world-trade? 
One name crystallizes itself out of the rest: Northcliffe—  
a Jew! Every week he sends out into the world thirty

* For Franco ns the implacable enemy of Germany ef, c.jj. 
M K., p. 695 (German), p. 505 (English), and cf. p. 85 Infra.
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million newspapers. And 99 per cent, of the Press of 
England is in Jewish hands. 'Every new-born German 
child costs the life of a Briton!’—-’There is no Briton 
who would not profit from the overthrow of Germany!’ 
So with the most despicable catch-phrases the appeal is 
made to man’s lowest instincts. A campaign of provo­
cation is carried on with assertions, libels, and promises 
such as only a Jew can devise, such as only Jewish news­
papers would have the effrontery to put before an Aryan 
people. And then at last 1914: they egg people on: ‘Ah, 
poor violated Belgium! Up! To the rescue of the small 
nations— for the honour of humanity!’ The same lies, 
the same provocation throughout the entire world! And 
the success of that provocation the German people can 
trace grievously enough!”

"What cause finally had America to enter the War 
against Germany? With the outbreak of the World War, 
which Judah had desired so passionately and so long, 
all the large Jewish firms of the United States began 
supplying ammunitions. They supplied the European 
‘war-market’ to au extent which perhaps even they 
themselves had never dreamed of— a gigantic harvest! 
Yet nothing satisfied the insatiable greed of the Jew. 
And so the venal Press which depended upon the Stock 
Exchange kings began an unparalleled propaganda cam­
paign. A gigantic organization for newspaper lying was 
built up. And once more it is a Jewish concern, the 
Hcarst Press, which set the tone of the agitation against 
Germany. The hatred of these ‘Americans’ was not 
directed solely against commercial Germany or against 
military Germany. It was directed specially against 
social Germany, because this Germany had up to that 
time kept itself outside of the principles which governed 
the world-trusts. The old Reich had at least made an 
honourable attempt to be socially minded (sozial). We
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had to show for ourselves sudi an initiative in social 
institutions as no other country in the wide world could 
boast. In the building of houses and of factories atten­
tion was generally paid to hygiene, to places for washing, 
to light and air— in contrast with the November-Rcpub- 
lie whose ‘Housing-Offices’ crowd people together in 
dog-kcnncls. Formerly the suburban tramways took the 
worker out into garden-cities for 10 pfennigs— those 
garden-cities which under the ‘care’ of the Novembcr- 
Rcpublic he must either give up or allow to go to rack 
and ruin, because either the tramways are completely 
out of action or the fares arc exorbitant. The old Reich 
built schools, hospitals, and scientific institutes which 
aroused the wonder and envy of the whole world. In 
the November-Republic such homes of culture as these 
arc daily being destroyed. That the old Reich was in 
this sense ‘social’, that it did not allow itself to regard 
its people merely as numbers—this it was which con­
stituted its greatest danger to the supporters of the 
World Stock Exchange. This explains why, even in 
Germany itself, the 'comrades' under Jewish leadership 
fought against their own vital interests. This explains 
the agitation carried on throughout the world under the 
same watchword. For this reason the Jcwish-demo- 
cratic Press of America had to accomplish its master­
piece— that is to say, it had to drive into the most 
horrible of all wars a great peace-loving people which 
was as little concerned in European struggles as it was 
in the North Pole: America was to intervene ‘in defence 
of civilization’ , and the Americans were persuaded so to 
do by an atrocity propaganda conducted in the name 
of civilization which from A to Z was a scandalous in­
vention the like of which has never yet been seen— a far­
rago of lies and forgeries. Because this last State in the 
world where social aims were being realized had to be
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destroyed, therefore twenty-six peoples were incited one 
against the other by this Press which is exclusively in 
the possession of one and the same world-people, of one 
and the same race, and that race on principle the deadly 
foe of all national States.”

Who could have prevented the World War? Not the 
Ku/tursolidaiitcH, the “ solidarity of civilization” , in 
whose name the Jews carried oil their propaganda: not 
the so-called World-Pacifism— again an exclusively 
Jewish invention. Could the so-called “ Solidarity of the 
Proletariat?” “ All the wheels stand silent, still, If that 
be your strong arm’s will.”  “ The German wheel on 
9 November 1918 was indeed brought to a standstill. 
The Social Democratic Party in its principal organ, 
Vorwärts, declared in so many words that it was not in 
the interest of the workers that Germany should win 
the War. I ask you on the contrary, you German worker, 
is it in your interest to-day that you have become a 
slave ? That you yourself struggle and groan a thousand­
fold worseoff than before in a servitude which permits you 
no prospect, no hope for the future, while your leaders 
without exception . . . but who after all arc the leaders 
of the Proletariat? Jews again!”

“ Could the Freemasons perhaps stop the War?— this 
most noble of philanthropic institutions which foretold 
the good fortune of the people louder than anyone and 
which at the same time was the principal leader in pro­
moting the War, Who after all arc the Freemasons? 
You have to distinguish two grades. To the lower grade 
in Germany belong the ordinary citizens who through 
the clap-trap which is served up to them can feel them­
selves to be ‘somebodies’ , but the responsible authorities 
are those many-sided folk who can stand any climate, 
those 300 Rathcnaus who all know each other, who guide 
the history of the world over the heads of Kings and
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Presidents, those who will undertake any office without 
a scruple, who know how brutally to enslave all peoples—  
once more the Jews!"

"W hy have the Jews been against Germany? That is 
made quite clear to-day— proved by countless facts. 
They use the age-old tactics of the hyena— when fighters 
arc tired out, then go for them! Then make your harvest! 
In war and revolutions the Jew attained the unattainable. 
Hundreds of thousands of escaped Orientals became 
modern ‘Europeans’. Times of unrest produce miracles. 
Uefore 1914 how long would it have taken, for instance, 
in Bavaria before a Galician Jew became— Prime Minis­
ter?— Or in Russia before an anarchist from the New 
York Ghetto, Bronstcin (Trotsky), became— Dictator? 
Only a few wars and revolutions— that was enough to 
put the Jewish people into possession of the red gold 
and thereby to make them masters of the world,"'

"Before 1914 there were two States above all, Germany 
and Russia, which prevented the Jew from reaching 
his goal— the mastery of the world. Here not every­
thing which they already possessed in the Western 
democracies had fallen to the Jews. Here they were 
not the sole lords alike in the intellectual and economic 
life. Here, too, the Parliaments were not yet exclusively 
instruments of Jewish capital and of the will of the Jew. 
The German and the genuine Russian had still preserved 
a certain aloofness from the Jew. In both peoples there 
still lived the healthy instinct of scorn for the Jew, and 
there was a real danger that in these monarchies there 
might one day arise a Frederick the Great, a William I, 
and that democracy and a parliamentary régime might 
be sent to the devil. So the Jews became revolutionaries! 
The Republic should bring them to wealth and to power. 
This aim they disguised: they cried ‘Down with the

1 Cf. supra, p. 32; infra, p. 61,



monarchies!’ ‘Enthrone the “ sovereign” people!’ I do 
not know whether to-day one could venture to call the 
German or the Russian people ‘sovereign’ . At least one 
cannot see any trace of it! What the German people 
can trace, however, what every day stands in the most 
crass form before its eyes, is debauchery, gluttony, 
speculation ruling unchecked, the open mockery of the 
Jew. The so-called German Free State (Freistaat) has 
become the free station (Freistätte) for the Jew, a refuge 
where this vermin can enrich himself without restraint.” 

“So Russia and Germany had to be overthrown in 
order that the ancient prophecy might be fulfilled. So 
the whole world was lashed into fury. So every lie and 
propaganda agency was brutally set in action against the 
Stale of the last— the German— idealists! And thus it 
was that Judah won the World-War. Or would you 
wish to maintain that the French, the English, or the 
American “people” won the War? They, one and all, 
victors and vanquished are alike defeated: one thing 
raises itself above them all: the World Stock Exchange 
which has become the master of the people.”

“What guilt had Germany herself for the outbreak of 
the War? Her guilt consisted in this: that at the moment 
when the ring closed about her existence Germany 
neglected to organize lier defence with such vigour that 
through this demonstration of her power either the 
others, despite their abominable purposes, would have 
been robbed of their will to strike or else the victory of 
the Reich would have been assured. The guilt of the 
German people lies in this: that when in 1912 a criminal 
Reichstag in its unfathomable baseness and folly had 
re us®̂ t0 allow the raising of three army corps the 
peop c did not create for itself those army corps in the 
the^R^f 8 dcsp*te' With these additional 120,000 men 

att c of the Marne would have been won and the
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issue of the Wax decided. Two million fewer German 
heroes would have sunk into their graves. Who was it 
who in 1912 as in 1918 struck its weapons from the 
hands of the German people? Who was it that in 191z, 
as in the last year of the War, infatuated the German 
people with his theory that if Germany throws down 
her arms the whole world will follow her example—- 
who?— the dcmocratic-Marxist Jew who at the same 
hour incited and still to-day incites the others to— arm 
and to subjugate ‘barbarous’ Germany,”

“ But someone may perhaps yet raise the question 
whether it is expedient to-day to talk about the guilt for 
the W ar.1 Most assuredly we have the duty to talk 
about it! For the murderers of our Fatherland who all 
the years through have betrayed and sold Germany, 
they arc the same men who, as the November criminals, 
have plunged us into the depths of misfortune. We have 
the duty to speak since in the near future, when we have 
gained power, we shall have the further duty of taking 
these creators of ruin, these clouts, these traitors to their 
State and of hanging them on the gallows to which they 
belong. Only let no one think that in them there lias 
come a change of heart. On the contrary, these Novem­
ber scoundrels who still are free to go as they will in our 
midst, they are, even to-day, going against us. From 
the recognition of the facts comes the will to rise again. 
Two millions have remained on the field oF battle. They, 
too, have their rights and not we, the survivors, alone. 
There are millions of orphans, of cripples, of widows 
in our midst. They, too, have rights. For the Germany 
of to-day not one of them died, not one of them became 
a cripple, an orphan, or a widow. We owe it to these 
millions that we build a now Germany!” *

1 Cf. the next translated extract, and p. 34 supra.
J A M / Hitlers Reiteri (edition of 1933), pp. 43 -50. "But some-

53



EARLY SPEECHES

WAR GUILT

In a speech delivered at Munich on 13 April 1923 
Hitler said:

“ In the winter of the year 1919-20 we National 
Socialists publicly for the first time put to the German 
people the question, whose is the guilt for the War? . . . 
And we received pat from all sides the stereotyped 
answer of despicable self-humiliation: 'We confess it: 
the guilt for the War is ours!’ . . . Yes, the whole Revo­
lution was made artificially on the basis of this truly 
monstrous lie, For if it had not been possible to bring 
this lie into the field as a propaganda formula against 
the old Reich, what sense could one give at all to the 
November treason? They needed this slander of the 
existing system in order to justify before the people 
their own deed of shame. The masses, under the influ­
ence of a criminal incitement, were prepared without any 
hesitation to believe whatever the men of the new 
Government told them,” 1

In his speech delivered in Munich on 17 April 1923 
Hitler discussed "The Peace Treaty of Versailles as the 
perpetual curse of the November-Republic.”  Who, he 
asked, were the real rulers of Germany in 1914 to whom 
war guilt might be attributed: not the Kaiser, not the 
Pan-Germans, but Messrs. Ballin, Bleichrödcr, Mendel­
ssohn, &c., a whole brood of Hebrews who formed the 
unofficial Government. And in 1914 the real ruler of

one . . . going against us"— one of the passages which caused the 
confiscation of the first edition of the book: omitted in the edition 
of 1925.

1 “ Yes the whole Revolution” to the end: one of the passages 
which caused the confiscation of the first edition of the book: the 
passage is omitted in the edition of 1925. Adolf Hitlers Reden 
(edition of 1933)* P- 43-
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the Reich was Herr Bethmann-Hollwcg, "a descendant 
of a Jewish family of Frankfurt— the genuine article,' 
and in his every act the Yiddish philosopher all over. 
Those were the leaders of the State, not the Pan-Ger­
mans.”  Hitler then considered the mistakes of Germany 
in the Great War: even on 3 August 1914 it was thought 
that England would remain neutral, and what enormous 
damage Germany suffered from that mistake! Luden­
dorff already in 1912 had pointed out “ Italy was of no 
value at all as an ally” .1 "T he third failure of judgement 
was in the estimate of Austria-Hungary.1 Austria was 
valued as a military factor, but it was forgotten that the 
military strength of a State is dependent on its power 
of political resistance. It was not seen that this con­
glomeration of peoples must fall apart as soon as the 
pressure of compulsion failed. Then there was the illu­
sion about Russia: it was said that Russia was a corrupt 
State and was in no position to wage a war. With such 
nurses’ fairy-tales were the nations fed. Czarism was 
represented as a rotten but bloodthirsty institution: one 
blow and it would immediately collapse and— the Ger­
man workman is the liberator of an enslaved humanity.”

Despite all these miscalculations Germany achieved 
her triumphs through her internal strength— her honour 
and the consciousness that the world regarded her as an 
honourable people, above all through the possession of 
an army on account of which she was decried as a mili­
tarist State. "And yet this army had secured to Ger­
many her freedom and had allowed her to do her work 
undisturbed. Through this military power of Germany 
Europe enjoyed fifty years of peace. Had France pos-

1 German waschecht: "however much you washed him the colour 
would not nin,"

: German text: daß Italicn überhaupt nicht ah Bundctfaktor su 
inerten ici.

1 Cf. p, 46 supra.
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sessed this army, Europe would not have had fifty years 
of calm. Thus it was her honour, her strength, and her 
determination which enabled Germany to enter upon 
the hardest contest in lier history.” After discussing the 
mistakes of German politicians during the course of the 
War Hitler continued:

"With the armistice begins the humiliation of Ger­
many. If the Republic on the day of its foundation had 
appealed to the country: 'Germans, stand together! Up 
and resist the foe! The Fatherland, the Republic expects 
of you that you fight to your last breath’ , then millions 
who are now the enemies of the Republic would be 
fanatical Republicans. To-day they are the foes of the 
Republic not because it is a Republic but because this 
Republic was founded at the moment when Germany 
was humiliated, because it so discredited the new flag 
that men’s eyes must turn regretfully towards the old 
flag.”

‘‘It was no Treaty of Peace which was signed, but a 
betrayal of Peace.”

“The Treaty was signed which demanded from Ger­
many that she should perform what was for ever im­
possible of performance. But that was not the worst: 
after all that was only a question of material values. 
This was not the end: Commissions of Control were 
formed! For the first time in the history of the modern 
world there were planted on a State agents of foreign 
Powers to act as hangmen, and German soldiers were 
set to serve the foreigner. And if one of these Com­
missions was ‘insulted’, a company of the German army 
(Reichswehr) had to defile before the French flag. We 
no longer feel the humiliation of such an act; but the 
outside world says, ‘What a people of curs!’ ’ ’

"So long as this Treaty stands there can be no resur­
rection of the German people: no social reform of any

5 6
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kind is possible! The Treaty was made in order to bring 
20 million Germans to their deaths and to ruin the Ger­
man nation. But those who made the Treaty cannot set 
it aside. At its foundation our Movement formulated 
three demands:

1. Setting aside of the Peace Treaty.
2. Unification of all Germans.
3. Land and soil (Grund und Boden) to feed our nation. 

Our Movement could formulate these demands; since it 
was not our Movement which caused the War, it has not 
made the Republic, it did not sign the Peace-Treaty.”

‘ ‘There is thus one thing which is the first task of this 
Movement: it desires to make the German once more 
National, that his Fatherland shall stand for him above 
everything else. It desires to teach our people to under­
stand afresh the truth of the old saying: He who will 
not be a hammer must be an anvil. An anvil are we to­
day, and that anvil will be beaten until out of the anvil 
we fashion once more a hammer, a German sword!” 1

On 20 April 1923 Hitler spoke on "Politics and Race: 
ivhy are tee Anti-Semites?" He repeated his criticism of 
the Treaty: “ it is", he said, “ intolerable: if its economic 
terms are fulfilled, it necessarily means our political en­
slavement: if its political terms are fulfilled, that will 
lead to economic enslavement. Therefore to set aside 
this Treaty is a necessity, it is the condition which must 
be fulfilled before any later revival is in any way 
possible."

During the last four years there had been many pre­
scriptions offered: Economic Reconstruction (Aufbau): 
this is impossible: any recovery in German economic 
conditions will mean only further extortions from foreign 
Powers.— “ The German people must learn to think

1 A d o lf Hitters Redet 1 (edition of 1933), pp. 50-3.
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politically." But there is no sign of any improvement in 
the political thought of the nation. The Revolution was 
made by only a fraction of the population. The great 
mass of the people wanted peace, but they did not want 
a pigsty. The Revolution neither could nor would bring 
peace. While as for the parties of the Left— “ their 
‘political thought’ consisted in putting their hopes in 
others and ceasing to rely on their own strength. Don’t 
they still to-day curse the man who says that Germany 
will be free only when she makes herself free, that is, 
bursts her fetters and docs not wait for someone else to take 
them off? Is that the way our people is thinking to-day? 
No, anyone who dares to say the truth is torn down.” . . . 
“ And the masses arc suffering from another illusion in 
their ‘political thinking’ : they have the idea that anyone 
can govern: any cobbler or tailor is fitted to guide a 
State. And then people think that through sullying and 
disparaging one’s own Ego, one’s own people, the sym­
pathies of others can be aroused." . . .

“The Proletariat of to-day is Pacifist in foreign policy 
and at home Terrorist: the Bourgeois on the contrary 
would like to be a Terrorist in foreign policy and is at 
home a Pacifist. From the man who is on principle a 
Pacifist in the domestic sphere less is to be expected 
than from the opposite view. They all only say, 'One 
must’ . . . but the determination to act, really to do 
something— that is lacking. . . . The ‘political thought’ 
of the people is perhaps worse than it was four and a half 
years ago. The nation, whether on the Left or on the 
Right— has not yet learnt to think politically.”

“ And then comes the third great prescription: Moral 
Renewal: the wish is expressed that our people should 
become once more religious, homely, simple. But what 
we actually see is that the people is going the same way 
as did the peoples of the ancient world : step by step the

E A R L Y  SPEECHES

58



people is passing over inlo corruption. During the last 
four and a half years it has grown worse not better.” 

The German people was once clear thinking and 
simple: why has it lost these characteristics? Any inner 
renewal is possible only if one realizes that this is a 
question of race: America forbids the yellow peoples to 
settle there, hut this is a lesser peril than that which 
stretches out its hand over the entire world— the Jewish 
peril. “ Many hold that the Jews are not a race, but is 
there a second people anywhere in the wide world which 
is so determined to maintain its race?"

“ As a matter of fact the Jew can never become a 
German however often he may affirm that he can. If 
he wished to become a German, he must surrender the 
Jew in him. And that is not possible: he cannot, however 
much he try, become a German at heart, and that for 
several reasons: first because of his blood, second because 
of his character, thirdly because of his will, and fourthly 
because of his actions. His actions remain Jewish: he 
works for the 'greater idea’ of the Jewish people. Be­
cause that is so, because it cannot be otherwise, therefore 
the bare existence of the Jew as part of another State 
rests upon a monstrous lie. It is a lie when he pretends 
to the peoples to be a German, a Frenchman, &c.’M 

“ What then arc the specifically Jewish aims?”
"T o spread their invisible State as a supreme tyranny 

over all other States in the whole world. The Jew is 
therefore a disintegrator of peoples. To realize his rule 
over the peoples he must work in two directions: in 
economics lie dominates peoples when he subjugates 
them politically and morally: in politics he dominates 
them through the propagation of the principles of 
democracy and the doctrines of Marxism— the creed 
which makes a Proletarian a Terrorist in the domestic 

1 Cf. MK., p. 335 (German), p. 236 (English).
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sphere and a Pacifist in foreign policy. Ethically the 
Jew destroys the peoples both in religion and in morals. 
He who wishes to see that can see it, and him who 
refuses to see it no one can help.*’

“The Jew, whether consciously or unconsciously, 
whether he wishes it or not, undermines the platform 
on which alone a nation can stand.”

“ Wc are now met by the question: Do we wish to 
restore Germany to freedom and power? If ‘yes’ : then 
the first thing to do is to rescue it from him who is 
ruining our country. Admittedly it is a hard fight that 
must be fought here. We National Socialists on this 
point occupy an extreme position: hut we know only 
one people: it is for that people we fight and that is our 
own people. . . . Wc want to stir up a storm. Men must 
not sleep: they ought to know that a thunder-storm is 
coming up. Wc want to prevent our Germany from 
suffering, as Another did, the death upon the Cross.”  

“ We may be inhumane,1 but if we rescue Germany 
wc have achieved the greatest deed in the world! We 
may work injustice, but if we rescue Germany then we 
have removed the greatest injustice in the world. We 
may be immoral, but if our people is rescued we have 
once more opened up the way for morality!”1

In a speech on "Race and Economics: the German Work­
man in the National Socialist State", delivered on 24 April 
IÇ2J Hitler said:

“ I reject the word ‘Proletariat'. The Jew who coined 
the word meant by ‘Proletariat’, not the oppressed, but 
those who work with their hands. And those who work 
with their intellects are stigmatized bluntly as ‘Bour­
geois’ . It is not the character of a man’s life which

1 Cf. p. 76 infra.
1 Adolf Hillers Reden (edition of 1933), pp. 53-6.
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forms the basis of this classification, it is simply the 
occupation— whether a man works with his brain or 
with his body. And in this turbulent mass of the hand­
workers the Jew recognized a new power which might 
perhaps be his instrument for the gaining of that which 
is his ultimate goal: World-supremacy, the destruction 
of the national States.” '

“And while the Jew ‘organizes’ these masses, he 
organizes business (Wirtschaft), too, at the same time. 
Business was depersonalized, i.c. Judnizcd. Business 
lost the Aryan character of work:1 it became an object of 
speculation. Master and man (Unternehmer und Arbei­
ter) were torn asunder . . . and he who created this class- 
division was the same person who led the masses in 
their opposition to this class-division, led them not 
against his Jewish brethren, hut against the last remnants 
of independent national economic life (Wirtschaft)."

“ And these remnants, the bourgeoisie which also 
was already Judaized, resisted the great masses who 
were knocking at the door and demanding better condi­
tions of life. And so the Jewish leaders succeeded in 
hammering into the minds of the masses the Marxist 
propaganda: ‘Your deadly foe is the bourgeois, if he 
were not there, you would be free.’ If it had not been 
for die boundless blindness and stupidity of our bour­
geoisie the Jew would never have become the leader of 
the German working-classes. And the ally of this stu­
pidity was the pride of the ‘better stratum’ of society 
which thought it would degrade itself if it condescended 
to stoop to the level of the ‘Plebs*. The millions of our 
German fellow-countrymen would never have been 
alienated from their people if the leading strata of society 
had shown any care for their welfare.”

“You must say farewell to the hope that you can 
' Cf. p. 3î, 51 supra. 3 Cf. p. 17 supra.

6l



EARL Y SPEECH ES

expect any action from the parties of the Right on behalf 
of the freedom of the German people. The most ele­
mentary factor is lacking: lite will, the courage, the 
energy. Where then can any strength still be found 
within the German people? It is to be found, as always, 
in the great masses: there energy is slumbering and it 
only awaits the man who will summon it from its 
present slu m b er and will hurl it into the great battle For 
the destiny of the German race.”

"The battle which alone can liberate Germany will be 
fought out with the forces which well up from the great 
masses. Without lite help of the German working-man 
you will never regain a German Retell. Not in our 
political salons lies die strength of the nation, hut in 
the hand, in the brain,' and in the will of die great 
masses. Now as ever: Liberation does not come down 
from above, it will spring up from below. . . .  If we 
to-day make the highest demands upon everyone, that 
is only in order that we may give back to him and to 
his child the highest gift: .Freedom and the respect of 
the rest of the world." . . .  1

Both those of the Right and those of the Left "must 
learn that, in the community of the people, only lie has 
a right to live who is prepared to work for the community 
of the people. Only when everyone takes upon himself 
his honest share of the duties which he owes to his 
people will some day once again a single bond of unity 
embrace all alike,”

“ They must re-lcarn mutual respect: the worker with 
the brain and the worker with the hand.1 Neither can 
exist without the other. They both belong together, and 
from them both there must be crystallized a new man—  
the man of the German Reich which is to be.” 1

1 German Faint, fist; Stirn, brow.
1 Adolf Hitlers Reden (edition of 1933). pp.
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THE PARTIES OE THE RIGHT AND THE LEFT

In the same speech Hitler said:

“ With prudent foresight the political debt of Germany 
is now being turned into a purely economic debt. For, 
if real men were one day to come to power who were 
not mere weaklings, then the former could be wiped out, 
but the economic, the mercantile debt, that we can never 
meet. For that debt we pledge the property of our 
people, and thus a new gigantic treachery will be wrought 
upon the German people; the nation will be sold afresh 
and bargained away."

"T he last remnant of the property of the people is 
squandered. What will happen when the last remnant 
has vanished ? Then things will come to such a pass 
that we shall be a people working for alien masters. 
Germany will be a plantation worked at the will of the 
alien,1 the victim of alien cupidity, with a Government 
which has ceased to be a Government at all since it 
governs no longer; it is but a bailiff carrying out the 
orders of foreign Powers.”

The parties of the Right have lost all energy: they see 
the flood coming, but their one longing is just for once 
in their lives to form a Government. "Unspeakably 
incapable, utterly lacking in energy, cowards all— such 
arc all these bourgeois parties and that at the moment 
when the nation needs heroes— not chatterers.”

In the Left there is somewhat more energy, but it is 
used for the ruin of Germany. “The Communists on 
principle reject the discipline imposed by the State: in 
its stead they preach party-discipline: they reject the 
administration of the State as a bureaucracy, while they 
fall on their knees before the bureaucracy of their own 
Movement. There is arising a State within the State 

' Cf. pp. 5, i$ supra, and the next translated extract.
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which stands in deadly enmity against the State which 
wc know, the State of the community of the people. 
This new State ultimately produces men who reject 
with fanaticism their own people so that in the end 
foreign Powers find in them their allies. Such, is the 
result of Marxist teaching.’*'

THE PARTY AND ECONOMICS 

In the same speech Hitler said:
“ What wc want is not a State of drones but a State 

which gives to everyone that to which on the basis of 
his own activity lie has a right. He who refuses to do 
honest work shall not be a citizen of the State. The 
State is not a plantation where the interests of foreign 
capital are supreme. Capital is not the master of the 
State, but its servant. Therefore the State must not be 
brought into dependence on international loan capital. 
And if anyone believes that that cannot be avoided, then 
do not let him be surprised that no one is ready to give 
his life for this State. Further, that greatest injustice 
must be corrected which to-day still weighs heavily upon 
our people and upon almost all peoples. If in a State 
only he who docs honest work is a citizen, then everyone 
has the right to demand that in his old age he shall be 
kept free from care and want. That would mean the 
realization of the greatest social achievement.’’1

In his speech (delivered on 27 April 1923) on “ The 
Paradise of the few or the State of the German People 
(deutscher Volksstaat)", Hitler stated the Demands of the 
National Socialists; he said:

“ What we need if wc are to have a real People’s State 
is a land-reform. . . . We do not believe that the mere

’ Adolf Flitters Reden (edition of 1933), pp. 56-9.
= Ibid., p. 59.

64



E A R L Y  SPEECHES

dividing up of the land can by itself bring any alleviation. 
The conditions of a nation's life can in the last resort be 
bettered only through the political will to expansion. 
Therein lies the essential characteristic of a sound 
reform.’*1

"And land (Grund und Boden), \vc must insist, cannot 
be made an object for speculation. Private property can 
be only that which a man has gained for himself, has 
won throtigli his work. A  natural product is not private 
property, that is national property. Land is thus no 
object for bargaining.” 1

“ Further, there must be a reform in our law. Our 
present law regards only the rights of the individual. It 
does not regard the protection of the race, the protection 
of the community of the people. It permits the befouling 
of the nation’s honour and of the greatness of the nation, 
A law which is so far removed from the conception of 
the community of the people is in need of reform.” 1

“ Further, changes are needed in our system of educa­
tion. We suffer to-day from an excess of culture (Über- 
bildimg). Only knowledge is valued. But wiseacres are 
the enemies of action. What we need is instinct and will. 
Most people have lost both through their 'culture'. 
Wc have, it is true, a highly intellectual class (Schicht), 
but it is lacking in energy. If, through our overvaluation 
of mechanical knowledge, we had not so far removed 
ourselves from popular sentiment, the Jew would never 
have found his way to our people so easily as he has done. 
What wc need is the possibility of a continuous succession 
of intellectual leaders drawn from the people itself."1*

1 On the need for winning more territory in Europe, cf. M K ., 
pp. 151-7, 741-a (German); pp. rz6 sqq., 523~4 (English),

1 Cf. the Party Programme : Point 17 (sec p. 104 infra).
1 Cf. the Party Programme: Point 19 (sec p. 105 infra).
* On education cf. M K., pp, 451 sqq. (German), pp. 341 sqq. 

(English), and the Parts1 Programme: Point 20 (see p, 105 afra).
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"Clear away the Jews! Our own people has genius 
enough— we need no Hebrews. If wc were to put in 
their place intelligences drawn from the great body of 
our people, then we should have recovered the bridge 
which leads to the community of the people.”

"Again, we need a reform of the German Press.1 
"A Press which is on principle anti-national cannot 

be tolerated in Germany. Whoever denies the nation can 
have no part in it. We must demand that the Press shall 
become the instrument of the national self-education.”

“ Finally we need a reform in the sphere of art, litera­
ture, and the theatre.1 The Government must see to it 
that its people is not poisoned. There is a higher right 
which is based on the recognition of that which harms 
a people, and that which harms a people must be done 
away with.”

“ And after this reform wc shall come to recognize the 
duty of self-preservation. A man who says: T deny that 
I have a right to defend my personal life’ has thereby 

.denied Ins right to exist. To be a Pacifist argues a lack 
of conviction, a lack of character. For the Pacifist is 
indeed ready enough to claim the help of others, but 
himself declines to defend himself. It is precisely the 
same with a people. A people which is not prepared to 
protect itself is a people without character. Wc must 
recover for our people as one of its most elementary 
principles the recognition of the fact that a man is truly 
man only if lie defends and protects himself, that a 
people deserves that name only if in case of necessity 
it is prepared as a people to enter the lists.1 That is not 
militarism, that is self-preservation.”

1 Cf. M K ., pp. 262 sqq. (German), pp. 205 sqq. (English), and 
ihe Party Programme: Point 23 (see p. to6 infra).

1 Cf. M K., pp. 282 sqq. (German), pp. 218 sqq. (English), and 
the Party Programme: Point 23 s.f. (see p. 106 ni/r<i).

1 German : auf die Walstatt su treten.
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“ Therefore we National Socialists stand for com­
pulsory military service for every man. I f  a State is not 
worth that— then away with it! Then you must not 
complain if vou are enslaved. But if you believe that 
you must be free, then you must learn to recognize that 
no one gives you freedom save only your own sword. 
What our people needs is not leaders in Parliament, but 
those who are determined to carry through what they 
sec to be right before God, before the world, and before 
their own consciences— and to carry that through, if 
need be, in the teeth of majorities. And if we succeed 
in raising such leaders from the body of our people, then 
around them once again a nation will crystallize itself. 
. . .  It is the pride of our Movement to be the force 
which shall awake the Germany of lighters which yet 
shall be.” 1

On I May 1923 Hitler spoke on “ The Great German 
May Celebration" ; this speech is of interest as foreshadow­
ing the annual May-Day Festival in the National Socialist 
Reich. He said:

“ If the ist of May is to be transferred in accordance 
with its true meaning from the life of Nature to the life 
of peoples, then it must symbolize the renewal of the 
body of a people which has fallen into senility. And in 
the life of peoples senility means internationalism. What 
is born of senility? Nothing, nothing at all. Whatever 
in human civilization has real value, that arose not out 
of internationalism; it sprang from the soul of a single 
people.1 When peoples have lost their creative vigour, 
then they become international. Everywhere, wherever

1 Adolf Hillen Reden (edition of 1933), pp. 59-63- Cf. Point 22 
of the Party Programme (see p, 106 in/m).

- German : das Volkstum hat a  geschaffen. Volkstum cnn hardly 
be translated into English.
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intellectual incapacity rules in the life of peoples, there 
internationalism appears. And it is no chance that the 
promoter of this cast of thought is a people which itself 
can boast of no real creative force— the Jewish people. 
It is the people with the least individual artistic capacity 
of any. It dominates only the sphere of crafty and specu­
lative economics.* The Jew as a race has eminent powers 
of self-preservation, but as an individual he possesses 
no cultural gifts. He is the demon of the disintegration 
of peoples,1 he is the symbol of the unceasing destruction 
of their life.”

“ So the ist of May can be only a glorification of the 
national creative will over against the conception of 
international disintegration, of the liberation of the 
nation’s spirit and of its economic outlook from the 
infection of internationalism. That is in the last resort 
the question of the restoration to health of peoples . . . 
and the question arises : Is the German oak ever destined 
to see another spring-time ? And that is where the mis­
sion of our Movement begins. We have the strength to 
conquer that which the autumn has brought upon us. ■ 
Our will is to be National Socialists— not National in 
the current sense of the word— not National by halves. 
Wc are National Socialist fanatics, not dancers on the 
tight-rope of moderation!”

“ There are three words which many use without a 
thought which for us are no catch-phrases: Love, Faith, 
and Hope. We National Socialists wish to love our 
Fatherland, we wish to learn to love it, to learn to love 
it jealously, to love it alone and to suffer no other idol

1 The Jew no Kultur of his own : cf. AIK., pp. 330 sqq. (German), 
p. 253 (English). For the Jew in Gcminny nnd his exploitation of 
internationalist tendencies M K., p. 703 (German), p. 508 (English), 
and sec p. 30 supra.

• Cf. p- 17 supra.
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to stand by its side, Wc know only one interest and that 
is the interest of our people.” 1

“ Wc arc fanatical in our love for our people, and 
wc are anxious that so-called ‘national Governments’ 
should be conscious of that fact. We can go as loyally 
as a dog with those who share our sincerity, but we will 
pursue with fanatical hatred the man who believes that 
he can play tricks with this love of ours. We cannot 
go with Governments who look two ways at once, 
who squint both towards the Right and towards the 
Left. We arc straightforward: it must be either love 
or hate.”

“ We have faith in the rights (Recht) of our people, the 
rights which have existed time out of mind. We protest 
against the view that every other nation should have 
rights— and wc have none. We must learn to make our 
own this blind faith in the rights of our people, in the 
necessity of devoting ourselves to the service of these 
rights; we must make ourpwn Ute faith that gradually 
victory must be granted us if only we arc fanatical 
enough. And from this love and from this faith there 
emerges for us the idea of hope. When others doubt 
and hesitate for the future of Germany— we have no 
doubts. Wc have both the hope and the faith that Ger­
many will and must once more become great and 
mighty.”

“ W c have both the hope and the faith that the day 
will come on which Germany shall stretch from Königs­
berg to Strassburg, and from Hamburg to Vienna.”

“ We have faith that one day Heaven will bring the 
Germans back into a Reich over which there shall be 
no Soviet star, no Jewish star of David, but above that 
Reich there shall be the symbol of German labour— the

1 "  Wc do not want to have any other God— only Germany.1' 
Sec p. 367 infra.
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S w a s t i k a .1 And th a t  w i ll  m e a n  t h a t  t h e  ist o f  May has 
truly c o m e ,” 1

FRANCE AND REARMAMENT

Jn his speech on 4 May 1923 on "The Morass of Parlia­
ment or the Fight for Freedom” Hitler said:

“ The German people lias to meet demands which are 
greater than the whole of its national wealth. These 
demands must therefore have a quite definite purpose 
which lies beyond purely economic considerations. 
France does not desire reparations, she desires the anni­
hilation of Germany: it means for her the fulfilment of a 
very old dream— the hegemony of France over Europe.” 5

“ 'Reparations’ are nothing else than a ‘legal instru­
ment’ by which under the appearance of legality one can 
ruin a State, one can break up the internal unity of a 
people, and in the place of the single State can establish 
a conglomeration of small States, each exhausting the 
energies of the other.”

“ For this reason the Government could satisfy France 
only through the liquidation of the German Reich, 
through the dissolution of the State. To satisfy France 
is therefore not an economic question, it is a political 
question” . . . .

"And that fact determines the lines on which alone 
the reconstruction of Germany is possible. First of all 
the question of the self-defence of the nation must be 
solved: and that is primarily not a technical question: 
it is a question of the spirit, of the will. And it will not 
be solved until the German people understands that one 
can conduct politics only when one has the support of 
power— and again power. Only so is reconstruction

1 For Swastika as Aryan symbol of work, M K., p. 557 (Germani, 
p. 4 11 (English).

1 Adolf Hitlers Reden (edition of 1933), pp. 63-4,
J Cf. M K ., voi. ii, eh. 13 passim.
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possible. So long as our people and our Government 
fail to understand that, so long is any talk of reconstruc­
tion nothing but idle chatter. . . . The main task of the 
nation is twofold: there must first be the armament of 
the spirit, and— after that— the technical problem of 
material armament. The armament of the spirit is the 
nation's will, which must be educated to self-defence, to 
the championship and to the realization of its own 
rights. IIow can that will be strengthened ? By breaking 
down that which opposes the people’s will. The question 
is thus: National, or on the other side Anti-National or 
International. The great question of the solution of the 
problem National or International is the condition for 
solving the problem of the nation’s armament of the 
spirit.”

"And the further question of the technical transfor­
mation of this will into material armaments, the exploita­
tion of this will— that is an easy matter. . . .  If sixty 
million men had only one will— to be fanatically 
Nationalist in their outlook— the arms would spring out 
of men’s fists. France would never venture then to treat 
Germany as she does to-day.”  . . .

“ It is not an economic question which now faces the 
German people: it is a political question: how shall the 
nation’s resolution be recovered ?" . . .

“ If to-day in Germany one and a half millions could 
be united on a single platform, all prepared, if necessary, 
to sacrifice themselves for their Fatherland, then Ger­
many would be saved.”

“ But to-day the German parliamentary system spells 
the destruction and the end of the German nation. It 
cannot recognize the creative force of personality. . . . 
If to-day a Fridericus Rex were to appear, presumably 
they would pass a special law— an Ausnahmegesetz—  
against h im !. . .  Even the republics of the ancient world,
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when men's loyalty to the State was hard as steel, in 
times of distress resorted to a dictatorship. When the 
life of peoples is at hazard then popular representative 
bodies, whether Parliaments or Landtags, are of no 
avail-then only giants can save the situation. . . , 
Nothing can stay the development; the German parlia­
mentary system is digging its own grave. At the most 
our part will only be to bury it.”  . . .

"But in the end the fire of German youth will conquer: 
Youth will have to support the State which it creates for 
itself. . . . What can save Germany is the dictatorship of 
the national will and of the national resolution.”

"And if it be asked: ‘Is there a fitting personality to 
act as leader?*— it is not our task to look for such a 
person. He is either given by Heaven or he is not given. 
Our task is to fashion the sword for his use when lie 
appears. Our task is to give to the dictator when he 
comes a people that is ripe for him. German people, 
awake! It draws near to day!” 1

The speeches of the period of the occupation of the Ruhr 
by the French, which were delivered on i  August, 21 August, 
5  September, and 12 September 1923, are more violent than 
ever and many passages were suppressed (after the confis­
cation of the first edition of the speeches) in the edition of. 
1923: they reappear in the edition of 1933. It is not neces­
sary now to translate these abusive tirades against Cuna 
and Stresemann, and the speeches do not add much of pre­
sent interest to those of the spring. I  have therefore 
attempted a version of only a few passages.

It was the height of the inflation period and of the manu­
facture of paper money: “ Germany is a people of children ; 
a grown-up people would say: ‘We don’t care a fig for 
vour paper-money. Give us something of value— gold!

1 Adolf Hitlers Reden (edition of 1933), pp. 64-7.
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What have you after all to give us? Nothing? Thus 
have you defrauded us, you rogues and swindlers!1 An 
awakened people with its last thirty marks— all that is 
left of the millions of its glory— would buy a rope and 
with it string up 10,000 of its defrauders!” ' Even the 
farmer will no longer sell his produce. “ When you offer 
him your million scraps of paper with which he can 
cover the walls of his closet on his dung-heap, can you 
wonder that he says, ‘Keep your millions and I will keep 
inv corn and my butter’.” 1 , "T he individual and the 
nation arc delivered over to the international capital of 
tlie banks; despair seizes the whole people. We arc on 
the eve of a second revolution. Some are setting their 
hopes on the star of the Soviet: that is the symbol of 
those who began the Revolution, to whom the Revolu­
tion has brought untold wealth, who have exploited it 
until to-day. It is the star of David, the sign of the 
Synagogue. The symbol of the race high over the world, 
of a lordship which stretches from Vladivostok to the 
West— the lordship of Jewry. The golden star which 
for the Jew means the glittering gold.” 3

“ And when the people in its horror secs that one can 
starve though one may have milliards of marks, then it 
will perforce make up its mind and say: 'We will bow 
down no longer before an institution which is founded 
on the delusory majority principle, wc want a dictator­
ship.' Already the Jew has a premonition of things to 
come: . . .  he is saying to himself: If there must be a 
dictatorship, then it shall be a dictatorship of Cohen or 
Levi.” *

“ We stand at the beginning of the second revolution
1 Adolf Hitlers Reden (edition of 1933), p. 70. Speech of 1 Aug. 

1923.
5 Ibid., p. 79. Speech of 21 Aug. 1923.
J Ibid., p. 7t- Speech of 1 Aug. 1933.
♦ Ibid., p. 79. Speech of 21 Aug. 1923.
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in Germany. Just as after the Kerensky Government in 
Russia, so after the lemonade Ebert Revolution the real 
Soviet dictatorship will be set up. Do not consider that 
as an unimportant matter. There is many a one in 
Germany to-day, who still laughs at the Soviet Dictator­
ship, whose head will roll on to the sand.1 The human 
canaille is the same in all lands. And the political col­
lapse of Germany only a miraculous deed can avert. 
And Herr Stresemann will never work a miracle.” 1 

“ That is the mission of our Movement: Swastika or 
Soviet star: the despotism of the International or the 
Holy Empire of German Nationality.” 3

“And we have for the new Germany of the future 
created the foundations for its army of liberation.”4 

“A  Reichstag which for four and a half years has failed 
us, which twenty years ago contributed to the destruc­
tion of the Reich of Bismarck, such a Reichstag has no 
longer the confidence of the German people.” 3

To-day “ the last decisive struggle rests between the 
Swastika and the Star of the Soviet. . . . Between them 
Parliament is collapsing: it must and will be crushed. 
The members of the Reichstag really ought one day to 
go out on the steps of the Reichstag and call aloud: 
‘Let yourselves be shot dead on our behalf’ : they would 
have the surprise of their lives. The monarchy died 
when none of the twenty-six monarchs was prepared to 
accede to Bismarck’s demand and to die fighting on the

1 Cf. p. 191.
1 Adolf Hitlers Reden (edition of 1933), p. 8z. Speech of 5 Sept. 

1923. Cf. ibid., p. 92. Speech of 12 Sept. 1923. "You have broken 
the people’s political power of resistance and its political will, and 
therefore you can never free the German people from its economic 
slavery."

■* German: das heilige Reich deutscher Nation. Ibid., p. 94.
< Ibid., p. 94. Speech of 12 Sept. 1923.
1 Ibid., p'. 74. Speech of 21 Aug. 1923­
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steps of the throne. The Republic of to-day will die at 
the moment when not one of these democratic Republi­
cans, Pacifists, &c., will be prepared to fall on the steps 
of the Parliament-house. But the Movement which is 
ready for its ideal to face the last encounter— that will 
arise! . . . Victory cannot fail us. For our just, our 
necessary fight against the dictatorship of the inter­
national Stock Exchange has as its sole aim the restora­
tion of our passionately-loved German Fatherland.’' 1

THE ROLE OF THE PARTY

In the speech delivered in Munich on i  August 1923 
Hitler said:

“ There arc two things which can unite men: common 
ideals and common criminality. We have inscribed upon 
our banner the great Germanic ideal and for that ideal 
we will figlit to the last drop of our blood. We National 
Socialists have realized that from the international cess­
pool of infamy, from the Berlin of to-day, nothing can 
come to save the Fatherland. We know that two things 
alone will save us: first, the end of internal corruption, 
the cleansing out of all those who owe their existence 
simply to the protection of their party-comrades. 
Through the most brutal ruthless ness towards all party 
officials we must restore our finances. It must be proved 
that the official is not a party-man, but a specialist! 
The body of German officials must once more become 
what once it was. But the second and the most impor­
tant point is that die day must come when a German 
Government shall summon up the courage to declare 
to the foreign Powers: ‘The Treaty of Versailles is 
founded on a monstrous lie. We refuse to cany’ out 
its terms any longer. Do what you will! If you wish

» Adolf Hitlers Reden (edition of 1933), p. 80. Speech of at Aug. 
«9*3-
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for war, go and get it! Then we shall see whether 
you can turn seventy million Germans into serfs and 
slaves!’ ”

" I f  cowards cry out: ‘But we have no arms!1 That is 
neither here nor there! When the whole German people 
knows one will and one will only— to be free— in that 
hour we shall have the instrument with which to win 
our freedom. It matters not whether these weapons of 
ours are humane:1 if they gain us our freedom, they are 
justified before our conscience and before our God. 
When the eyes of German children look questioning 
into ours, when we see the suffering and distress of 
millions of our fellow-countrymen who without any 
fault of theirs have fallen into this frightful misfortune, 
then we laugh at the curses of the whole world, if from 
these curses there issues the freedom of our race."

"But since we know that lo-day the German people 
consists for one-third of heroes, for another third of 
cowards, while the rest are traitors, as a condition of our 
freedom in respect of the outside world we would first 
cleanse our domestic life. The present ‘United Front’ 
has failed in that task. The day of another ‘United 
Front' will come. But before that there must be a day 
of reckoning for those who for four and a half years 
have led us on their criminal ways. The domestic battle 
must come before the battle with the world without—  
the final decision between those who say ‘Wc are Ger- ' 

. mans and proud of the fact’ and those who do not wish 
to be Germans or who arc not Germans at all. Otir 
Movement is opposed with the cry ‘The Republic is in 
danger!’ Your Republic of the 9th of November? In 
very truth it is: the November-Republic is in danger! 
How long, think you, can you maintain this ‘State’ ? . . .  
The hour will come when this Republic which denies

' Cf. p. 60 supra.
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German history, which has disbanded Germany’s old 
army, which has hauled down and insulted Germany's 
old flag, the Republic which has become a wrestling- 
ground for foreign interests— this Republic shall be 
transformed into a true German ‘People’s State’— to* a 
true community of all Germans! The State will then 
for the first lime be the German Republic, even if an 
Emperor or a King should stand at its head! We fight 
for the State that shall have at its head the greatest 
cleanliness, the greatest honesty, the proudest strength, 
the greatest energy. Then upon its external form the 
people shall decide: it is for the sacred content of that 
external form that wc wage our battle to-day. We had 
too lit tic faith and love! Rather we should have too 
much of faith and love: we need an excess of national 
fanaticism. Ours shall be no State where tolerance 
reigns. No, we would be intolerant against all who do 
not wish to be German. . . . You, working men, they 
are for ever lying to you, saying that we are the foes of 
understanding between peoples. That we are not. Only 
understanding must not consist in this— that one party 
gets all the knocks! Two Powers of equal strength can 
come to an understanding. And precisely because we 
arc nationally minded, for that very reason we have 
respect for the national feeling of the other peoples. 
And our national pride does not mean that we scorn 
other peoples, it means that we respect and love our 
own people. It is precisely the Internationalists who 
prevent peoples from coming to understand one another. 
You arc always thrusting yourselves in everywhere and 
intruding. Thereby you only make yourselves inter­
nationally contemptible. One docs not beg for a right—  
one fights for it!”

“ Thus our fight for the cleansing of our domestic life 
is also a fight for the recovery of the world's respect for
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t h e  G e r m a n  n a t io n . That is w h y  w e  h a v e  th e  f ir m , t h e  

im m o v a b le  fa ith  t h a t  v ic t o r y  m u s t  b e  o u r s !” 1
“ Our Movement was not formed with any election in 

view, but in order to spring to the rescue of this people 
as- its last help in the hour' of greatest need, at the 
moment when in fear and despair it secs the approach of 
the Red Monster. The task of our Movement is still to­
day not to prepare ourselves for any coming election but 
to prepare for the coming collapse of the Reich, so that 
when the old trunk falls the young fir-tree may he already 
standing. The Via dolorosa (Leidenstoeg) of Germany from 
Wirth, by way of Cuno to Stresemann, will end in the 
dictatorship of a Jewish lord of finance. Already G er­
many can trace the activity of an Austrian Jew, Hilferding, 
as her Minister of Finance. We want to be the sup­
porters of the dictatorship of national reason, of national 
energy, of national— brutality and resolution. Germany 
can be saved only through action, when through our 
talking here the bandage lias been torn from the eyes of 
the last of the befooled. It is from our Movement that 
redemption will come— that to-day is the feeling of 
millions. That has become almost a new religious failli! 
And there will be only two possibilities: either Berlin 
marches and ends up in Munich, or Munich marches 
and ends up in Berlin! A Bolshevist North Germany 
and a Nationalist Bavaria cannot exist side by side, and 
the greatest influence upon the fortunes of the German 
Reich will be his who shall restore the Reich. On us in 
Bavaria falls the task to be the cell whence recovery shall 
come to the rest of the Reich. You will never bring the 
Bavarian name to any higher honour than on the day 
when Bavaria will be associated with the liberation of 
the German nation from its accursed foes within the 
Reich and with the revival which only that liberation will 

1 AdolJ Hitlers Reden {edition of 1933), pp. 72-3.
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render possible. Either Germany sinks, and we through 
our despicable cowardice sink with it, or else we dare to 
enter on the fight against death and devil and rise up 
against the fate that has been planned for us. Then we 
shall see which is die stronger: the spirit of international 
Jewry or the will of Germany.’’ 1

THE REPUBLIC

In a speech delivered in Munich on 12 September 1923 
Hitler said:

“ The Republic was founded to be a milch-cow for its 
founders— for the whole parliamentary gang. It was 
never intended to be a State for the German people, 
but a feeding-ground {Weide), as pleasant and as rich 
a feeding-ground as possible. There was never any 
thought of giving to the German people a free State: the 
object was to provide a mob of the lowest scoundrels 
with an obliging object for their exploitation. The fruit 
of the honest work of other folk has been stolen by those 
who themselves have never worked. And if we refuse 
to grasp the facts, the outside world knows better. The 
outside world despises the representatives of this Novem- 
hcr-Rcpublic! Neither in society nor in the meetings of 
diplomats arc they regarded as equals, much less as men 
of character. Think of Lloyd George— this man with 
the single fanatical idea— that England must be led to 
victory. There comes up to him one of the 'November 
men’ of whom he knows : 'M y people would have
been defeated if your people by you had not been------.*
How will Lloyd George receive him ? Surely with un­
speakable contempt! For he knows what we can only 
guess how in the War the millions of gold poured into

■ Adolf Hillers Reden (edition of 1533), pp. 87-8.. Speech of 
5 Sept. :gi3 .
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Germany, how they began to take effect, how great 
associations of traitors were formed through foreign 
gold— through his gold. And now he sees face to face 
the man to whom before he paid out the Judas-wage. 
What do you think Lloyd George will do? He can 
only spit at the sight. Never can any one of the 
‘November criminals’ represent Germany before the 
world!

The attack upon the Republic recurs throughout the 
speeches of this period.

The financial policy of the November criminals was 
hopeless: to the debts of the War they had hut added 
new debts: ‘ The Revolution cleanses the administration 
from the old so-called corrupt bureaucracy. It pensions 
off numberless unreliable officials, such, that is, as will 
not, with complete absence of character, submit them­
selves to the new holders of power. Thereby still more 
vast sums of money are thrown away. And in place of 
the old sterling administration there is installed a gang 

■ of folk belonging to the party chosen only for their 
loyalty to the party.” 2

“The Reich is no longer the German Reich of German 
sentiment, it is the Reich of the Parties. . . . They shat­
tered the old Empire because it no longer corresponded 
with their party principles.” 1

“ The Republic, by God! is worthy of its fathers. For 
hardly was the first deed of shame committed when there 
followed the second— one dishonour after another! One

1 Adolf Hitlers Rede» (edition of 1933), p, 90.
1 Ibid., p. 69. Speech of I Aug. 1923. The National Socialists 

were not slow to follow the same practice: in the spring of 1937 
it was calculated that including party officials, semi-officials, and 
standing organizations there were eight citizens per civil servant; 
30 to 35 per cent, of the people’s income of sixty millions was 
paid out to officialdom. Martin Fuchs, A Pact with Hitler, 
London, 1939. P- »°i.

J Ibid., p. 74. Speech of 21 Aug, 1923.
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can scarcely believe any longer that there was once a 
time when one could speak of the Germans as the first 
people in the world.“

“ The essential character of the November-Republic 
is to be seen in the comings and goings to London, to 
Spa, to Paris, and to Genoa. Subserviency towards the 
enemy, surrender of the human dignity of the German, 
pacifist cowardice, tolerance of every indignity, readiness 
to agree to everything until nothing more remains. This 
Novembcr-Republic bore the stamp of the men who 
made it. The name ‘Novcmber-Criminals’ will cling to 
these folk throughout the centuries.” '

Or again: "How arc States founded? Through the 
personality of brilliant leaders and through a people 
which deserves to have the crown of laurel bound about 
its brows. Compare with them the ‘heroes* of this 
Republic! Shirkers, Deserters, and Pacifists: these are 
its founders and their heroic acts consisted in leaving 
in the lurch the soldiers at the front, in stopping rein­
forcements, in withholding from them munitions, while 
at home against old men and half-starved children they 
carried through a revolutionary coup d'etat. They have 
quite simply got together their November-State by 
theft!1 In the face of the armies returning wearied from 
the front these thieves have still posed as the saviours 
of the Fatherland! They declared the Pacifist-Demo­
cratic Republic. On the other hand I ask: What can be 
the only meaning of loyalty to the State? The loyalty 
of heroes! This Revolution has dishonoured the old 
heroes on whom the whole earth had looked with wonder ; 
it allowed the scum of the streets to tear off their deco-

1 Adolf Hitlers Reden (edition of 1533), p. 89. Speech of i*  Sept. 
Ì9Z3.

3 Cf. ibid., p. 85 : The foreign Powers havo no respect For Ger­
many: "one has no dealings with thieves, with thieves one does 
not conclude alliances", Speech of 5 Sept. 1923.
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rations and to hurl into the mire all that was sacred to 
the heroes of the front line. And how does the Republic 
honour now the new heroes? Schlagetcr?1 By warrants 
for his arrest.”

“ Pacifism as the idea of the State, international law 
instead of power—-all means are good enough to unman 
the people. As a model they hold up to us India and 
what is called ‘passive resistance'.5 True, they want to 
make an India of Germany, a folk of dreams which turns 
away its face from realities, in order that they can oppress 
it for all eternity, that they may span it body and soul3 
to the yoke of slavery.”

“ Even if anyone still wished to defend this State, I 
would ask him, Who rules this State? Are you willing 
to sacrifice yourself for the supremacy of an alien 
race? No! No! . . . We see the twilight from the East 
rising over us. What has been completed in Russia 
is to be completed here, too. The one question that 
remains is this : Will this coming storm be Germany’s 
death-struggle or the birth-pangs of a new and better 
age?"4

With these passages ? nay be quoted three others:
“ In the economic sphere this Revolution has proved 

to be an immense misfortune. The districts which were 
most important for the feeding of our people were lost 
and districts which are the condition for the feeding of

1 Albert Leo Schlagetcr, one of the Ruhrkämpfer— those who 
opposed the occupation of the Ruhr— was shot by the French on 
the Golzheimer Heide (Düsseldorf) on 26 May 1923. The National 
Socialists held a Memorial Ceremony for Schlagetcr on to June 
1923 at which Abbot Schnchlcitncr gave an address,

4 On the National Socialist attitude towards Indian opposition 
to British rule, sec p. 989.

1 German : mit Haut und Haar.
4 Adolf Hilters Reden (edition of 1933), p. 93. Speech of 12 Sept. 

1 9 * 3 -
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the nation have been treasonably alienated. And what 
did the Revolution not prophesy for us in the political 
sphere? One heard of the right of Self-determination 
of Peoples, of the League of Nations, of Self-Govern­
ment of the People. And whal was the result? A  World 
Peace, but a World Peace over a Germany which was 
but a field of corpses. Disarmament, but only the dis­
armament of Germany, with Germany looting its own 
resources. Self-determination yes, but self-determina­
tion for every’ negro tribe: and Germany docs not count 
as a negro tribe. League of Nations, yes: but a League 
of Nations which serves only as the guarantor for the 
fulfilment of the Peace Treaty, not for a better world- 
order which is to come. And Government by the people—  
for five years past no one has asked the people what it 
thinks of the act of November of the year 1918: at the 
head of the Reicli there stands a President who is re­
jected by the overwhelming majority of the people and 
who has not been chosen by the people. Seventeen 
million Germans are in misery* under foreign rule. 
113rd I v ever in five years has so much been torn away 
from the German nation as in these years of the so- 
called successful Revolution. We have been rendered 
defenceless: we are without rights: we have become the 
pariahs of the world. What are our organs of Govern­
ment to-day but organs for executing the will of foreign 
ty’rants?” '

“ That which most clearly characterizes the Revolution 
is the fact that it is one single great theft! A  theft against 
our past, a theft against our future, the theft of our 
present. The theft of what to many is the highest and 
most sacred of their possessions— their faith that the

' Hitler’s speech at the trial of 1914. Adolf Hilten Reden 
(edition of 1933), p. ria.
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State is something more than a mere profit-making 
concern.” 1

“ We were given a Free State which never deserved 
the name of 'free*. Then they called it a ‘People's State’ . 
But think you that bankers can form a Government 
which befits a ‘People’s State’ ?”

“ In fact the Revolution made three changes in our 
State: it internationalized the German State, the eco­
nomic life of Germany, and the German people itself. 
Thereby Germany has been turned into a colony of the 
outside world.* Those who were fed with the ideal of 
the International were in fact placed under the "D iktat” 
of the International. They have their international 
State: to-day international finance is king.” . . .

“ While the masses were still told lies about ‘sociali­
zation’ , the economic life of Germany was in fact socia­
lized, not by the German people, but by the outside 
world.”  . . .

“ Through the internationalization of the nation itself 
in the end a people ceases to be master of its own fate: 
it becomes the puppet of alien forces.”

“ Is that, now, a People’s Revolution ? Is such a con­
struction a People’s State? N o,it is the Jews’ Paradise.” 3

ENGLAND AND FRANCE

In his closing speech at his trial after the "Putsch" of 
1923 Hitler said:

“When did the ruin of Germany begin? You know 
the watchword of the old German system in its foreign

1 Germon: Erwerbsgesellschaft. Adolf Hitlers Reden (edition of 
1933), p. 91. Speech of 12 Sept. 1923.

1 Cf. p. 18, supra.
J Speech of 27 Apr. 1923. Adolf Hitlers Reden (edition of 1933), 

pp, 60-1.
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policy: it ran— maintenance of world-peace, economic 
conquest of the world. With both these principles one 
cannot govern a people. The maintenance of world- 
peace cannot be the purpose and aim of the policy of a 
State. The increase and maintenance of a people— that 
alone can be the aim. If you are going to conquer the 
world by an economic policy, other peoples will not fail 
to see their danger.”

“ What is the State? To-day the State is an economic 
organization, an association of persons, formed, it would 
seem, for the sole purpose that all should co-operate in 
securing each other’s daily bread. The State, however, 
is notan economic organization, it is a ‘volkic’ organism. 
The purpose, the aim of the State is to provide the 
people with its food-supply and with the position of 
power in the world which is its due. Germany occupies 
in Europe perhaps the most bitter situation of any 
people. Militarily, politically, and geographically she is 
surrounded by none but rivals: she can maintain herself 
only when she places a power-policy (Machtpolitik) ruth­
lessly in the foreground."

“ Two Powers are in a position to determine the future 
development of Europe : England and France. England’s 
aim remains eternally the same: to balkanize Europe and 
to establish a balance of power in Europe so that her 
position in the world will not be threatened. England 
is not on principle an enemy of Germany, she is the Power 
which seeks to gain the first place in Europe. The 
declared enemy of Germany is France.1 Just as England 
needs the balkanization of Europe, so France needs the 
balkanization of Germany in order to gain hegemony in 
Europe. After four and a half years of bitter struggle 
at last through the Revolution the scale of victory turned 
in favour of the coalition of these two Powers, with the 

* Of. p. 47 supra,
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following result: France was faced with the question: 
Was she to realize her eternal war-aim or not? That 
means: Could France destroy Germany and deprive it of 
all the sources whereby its people was fed? To-day 
France watches the ripening to fulfilment of her age-old 
plan: it matters not what Government will be at the 
helm in France: the supreme aim will remain— the 
annihilation of Germany, the extermination of twenty 
million Germans, and the dissolution of Germany into 
separate States.”

"Such is the situation of Germany thanks to the de­
plorable attitude of her Government. . . , We have laid 
our stress upon the fact that the worth of a people cannot 
lie in the dead weight of arms, but in the living will. If 
the will to self-defence is lacking, then no armament in 
the world is of any service, 'Flint we have impressed 
upon people at a time when folk were grovelling on 
their bellies before the Entente Commissioners. We 
have sought to awaken love for the Fatherland and have 
also on the other hand sowed the seeds of hate.” 1

Hitler ended his closing speech at his trial in 1924 with 
the words:

“ The army which we have formed grows from day to 
day; from hour to hour it grows more rapidly. Even 
noi? I have the proud hope that one day the hour is 
coming when these untrained (wilde) bands will become 
battalions, when the battalions will become regiments 
and the regiments divisions, when the old cockade will 
be raised from the mire, when the old banners will once 
again wave before us: and then reconciliation will come 
in that eternal last Court of Judgement— the Court of 
God— before which we are ready to take our stand. 
Then from our bones, from our graves will sound the 

1 Adolf Hillers Reden (edition of 1933), pp. 116-17.
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voice of that tribunal which alone has the right to sit in 
judgement upon us. For, gentlemen, it is not you who 
pronounce judgement upon us, it is the eternal Court of 
History which will make its pronouncement upon the 
charge which is brought against us. The judgement 
that you will pass, that I know. But that Court will not 
ask of us ‘Have you committed high treason or not?' 
That Court will judge us . . . who as Germans have 
wished the best for their people and their Fatherland, 
who wished to fight and to die. You may declare us 
guilty a thousand times, but the Goddess who presides 
over the Eternal Court of History will with a smile tear 
in pieces the charge of the Public Prosecutor and the 
judgement of the Court: for she declares us guiltless."1

1 Adolf Hitlers Reden (edition of 1933), p. mz.
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2. T H E  F O R M A T IO N  O F  T H E  P A R T Y : 
H IT L E R ’S R E T R O S P E C T

I have here translated some retrospective passages from 
speeches after the National Socialist assumption of power 
in 1033  They illustrate Hitler's treatment of a theme 
which constantly recurs in the speeches.

In his election speech to the Sudeten Germans, delivered 
at Rcichenberg on 2 December 1038, Hitler said: “ During 
these days of collapse I was an inmate of a small military 
hospital in North Germany. I had, of course, before 
this interested myself in political problems; but it was 
during this time that it first became clear to me that, 
failing a complete change in certain of Germany’s ideas, 
the prophecies of our enemies were bound eventually 
to come true.”

“ Our collapse was not a military collapse, as people 
liked to make out for reasons of party politics, neither 
was it a political collapse: it was, fundamentally,ageneral 
collapse of society. The German people found itself in 
the midst of a process of dissolution. Bismarck once 
made out of the tribes of Germany the German Reich, 
but the process of the coming to be of the German people' 
did not, unfortunately, keep pace with the founding of 
the Reich. On the contrary, at the very time when the 
Reich seemed externally to be gaining strength, when it 
was enlarging itself and becoming powerful and rich 
in a material sense, internally the body of the people 
{Volkskörpei) as such began to dissolve.”

“ I do not refer to all the numerous parties which 
began at this time to breed dissension in Germany, nor 
to the Confessional controversy nor to the separatist 
tendencies which perhaps existed in one or another of

1 German : Volkteerdung.
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our States. I mean rather that general dissolution of 
society which expressed itself in the two great concepts of 
‘Bourgeoisie' and ‘Proletariat’. On one side stood a world 
which declared itself bourgeois and claimed to represent 
tiie idea of the nation— and on the other side a world 
which called itself Marxist, and laid claim to the Socialist 
idea.”

“ Which camp would be victorious over the other it 
was impossible to foresee, yet this, my fellow-country­
men, was the fateful question for the whole future of 
Germany! For two worlds cannot exist in one people. 
Either one must overcome the other, or both must be 
ruined. Even before the'War both parties had become 
sterile, and each had lost the power to make a really 
serious onslaught on the other. One cannot maintain 
for the space of sixty years an outlook on the world 
(IVeUanschnuung) which claims to be universal if one 
does not in this period obtain a victory which is also 
universal. That which after twenty or thirty years has 
failed to carry the day loses the strength for victory. 
Thus Marxism had grown old in the form of Social 
Democracy as we used to know it, while the bourgeois 
world had become stiff and set in the party formations, 
first of the Conservatives, and inter of the Liberals."

"Anyone who still wished to believe in a resurrection 
of Germany was forced to recognize that the German 
nation could be saved only by a gigantic effort. A  com­
pletely new path had to be trodden. Its aim was to 
raise up a new German community of the people, and 
thereby to restore a true homogeneous body of the 
people.1 For fifteen years I have trodden this path 
believing it to be right, trusting in the natural instinct, 
in the strength and the inner worth of my people. In 
these years I have often caused bitter pain to many,

1 German: Volkskör per.

H I T L E R ’ S R E T R O S P E C T

 



since I had to take from them nil that which, perhaps, 
they had hitherto regarded as right, and sometimes even 
as sacred. During this time I had to ride roughshod 
over a thousand cherished traditions and dcstrov them.
I had to make all individual symbols give way before 
one new symbol, which was destined to become hence­
forth the symbol of the Reich— the symbol of the 
German nation! Higher than Prussia, higher than 
Bavaria, higher than Saxony or Württemberg was to 
stand always and eternally the thought of Germany, the 
German Reich! But these had their banners, their 
standards, and their flags. I must then wage war on 
these banners and standards, regardless of the fact that 
they had once helped to mould the history of Germany.
I must reject the princely houses and all that gathered 
round them, regardless of what they had once achieved 
or perhaps hoped yet to achieve. It was quite clear: the 
nation must tread a new path, and everything that 
opposed its progress must be brushed aside, without 
regard for the feelings of the individual.”

"And there were the Confessions! They thought that 
they could still carry on their old controversies and dis­
putes. Quarrelsome priests, quarrelsome bishops had 
to be taught that the time had gone bv in which religion 
could be turned into a mere political wrestling-ground. 
We had to put them back into their proper place, remem­
bering always that nothing must rend the German nation 
asunder— nothing at all!”

"Still more difficult was it to uproot all those trackless 
and often indefinable feelings and emotions which in 
human society spring from pride of descent or class 
consciousness. Vet all these social and personal tradi­
tions had to go and the common clement in the people's 
life' had to be brought into the foreground.”

1 German : das vaihtich Gemeinsame.
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“ I had by that time, in 1918, discovered two ideals 
which, it seemed, could unquestionably inspire men and 
bring them under their spell— the Socialist and the 
National ideals. For these two ideals men at that time 
were ready if necessary even to die. If an ideal can so 
inspire a man that he is prepared to give his life for it, 
then it holds within it a mighty and a kindling force. 
And I was then resolved to take these two ideals and to 
fuse them into a single whole. If I succeeded in that, 
then the nation might be saved. If not, the nation would 
more and more tear itself to pieces, and would finally go 
down in impotence and ruin."

“ Naturally my opponents said at once: ‘Such a union 
is impossible. Nationalism and Socialism arc ideas 
which can never be fused!’ I held the view at that time 
that those who were interested in keeping these ideas 
apart were not the best qualified to consider whether 
such a union was possible, since they actually got their 
living from maintaining this separation. Who, then, was 
specially qualified to examine these questions? Those 
party leaders who during the whole of the World War 
stayed at home, sat bunched up in Parliament or roamed 
about in foreign countries? If anyone was qualified to 
investigate the German problem, it was the German 
front-line soldier! As for the other party leaders, they 
have made speeches for ten years; at the time when 
ever)’ decent German did his duty, they sat chattering 
at home. They did us no service by it. The result of 
their activities was the downfall of the nation, the ruin 
of its economic position, and the destruction of all the 
foundations of social life. At first, for four and a half 
years, I spoke no word, but likemillionsofother Germans 
I simply did my duty. Then, when the War came to an 
end, and I returned home from the military hospital, as 
spokesman and representative of the millions out there
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I undertook, this examination. It was only natural that 
I started from other ideas than those of the parliamen­
tarians and party politicians who preceded me in Ger­
many. I saw before me no bourgeoisie, no proletariat, 
no Catholics, no Protestants, not Bavarians, Saxons, or 
Prussians, I saw before me German fellow-countrymen, 
who belonged together by birth, blood, and destiny, and 
who had been set at variance by false education and by 
false teaching. The task of the future must now be to 
bring them together again. This question, as the years 
went on, was not raised theoretically; it was solved prac­
tically through the educational work of the National 
Socialist Party. Slowly there vanish from the field of 
vision of our youth to-day all the ridiculous prejudices 
from which many of their fathers, it may bo, still suffer. 
And if one says to me, ‘Yes, but there are still some 
prejudices which survive’, my answer is that National 
Socialism is not at the end of its days, but only at the 
beginning. If we wait one, two, three, five, or ten 
generations, there will be nothing left of these fossils of 
the present time. Then there will stand forth a people 
strong and healthy, unbroken, united and unconquer­
able. It will form its life in common, and vindicate its 
rights against all who seek to take them away. . . . The 
Party, once so ridiculed, has not only won the control 
of Germany by legal methods; it has already realized in 
itself that community of the people which was the far 
vision of its final goal!” 1

NATIONAL-SOCIALISM

In an article published in the "Sunday Express" 28 
September 19 jo  Hitler gives his definition o f"  Nationalist" : 
“ One to whom duty to country or community comes 
before self-interest; in other words, 'One for all’ , but 

1 V.B., 4 Dec. 1938.
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with justice for the one where interests clash.”  He 
proceeded:

“ ‘Socialist’ I define from the word ‘social’ meaning 
in the main ‘social equity’ . A  Socialist is one who serves 
the common good without giving up his individuality or 
personality or the product of his personal efficiency.” 

“ Our adopted term ‘Socialist’ has nothing to do with 
Marxian Socialism. Marxism is anti-property; true 
Socialism is not. Marxism places no value on the indi­
vidual, or individual effort, or efficiency; true Socialism 
values the individual and encourages him in indivi­
dual efficiency, at the same time holding that his 
interests as an individual must be in consonance with 
those of the community.”

“ All great inventions, discoveries, achievements were 
first the product of an individual brain.”

“ It is charged against me that I am against property, 
that I am an atheist.”

“ Both charges are false.” 1

In a speech to the “ Old Guard” of the Party at the 
Anniversary of the Foundation of the Party (24 February 
1934) Hitler said that in the early days many came to 
him and said, " I f  only you had not adopted the word 
‘National’ we would go with you” , and the others said, 
“ If you were not Socialistic we would join you” . We 
adopted both words precisely in order to prevent these 
folk from going with us. We did not want them, these 
Apostles of the Past. We were convinced that we could 
make our Movement great only if we succeeded in the 
future in keeping at a distance the ferments of disin­
tegration derived from the past. In uniting Nationalism 
and Socialism we have scared away from us both the 
bourgeois Nationalists and the international Marxists to 

1 The Sunday Express, 28 Sept. 1930,
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find immeasurable new sources of strength in the in­
exhaustible well-spring of our own people ( Volkstums).1

Hitler in his speech at Hamburg on 17 August 1934 
said that after the close of the War two views struggled 
for mastery within the German people: “ Millions lived 
in a world of Socialist conceptions which they might not 
be able to define in detail but which as a whole appeared 
to them as fixed and necessary. Over against tins world of 
Socialist conceptions there stood the national idea. 
Here, too, definitions might vary greatly, but here, too, 
the word ‘National* embraced a sum of ideas which led 
up to a general conception for which millions were ready 
to give their all. Now the decisive factor was that the 
qualified representatives of these two views— or those 
who regarded themselves as such— maintained on princi­
ple that between these two worlds not only was any 
connecting link lacking but that they must of necessity 
stand opposed to each other in deadly enmity."

“ The Socialist world was mainly inhabited by those 
who worked with the hand, the national world by those 
who worked with the brain.: If these divided worlds 
were not to lead to the annihilation of Germany, one of 
the two, within a not loo distant future, must emerge as 
victor, for in the long run a nation cannot survive when 
its brain workers see in the organized workers with the 
hand1 their deadly enemy and vice versa. The worst 
therefore which threatened us was thus not a victory of 
Marxism over bourgeois nationalism, but the worst fear 
was that this state of things should harden into per­
manency— that the German people should slowly but 
finally split into two self-sufficing bodies with different

' F.Z., 27 Feb. 1934.
1 Arbeiter der Stirn : "Workers of the brow."
> Arbeiterschaft der Fatui: "Workers with the fist."
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outlooks upon the world. The religious division within 
our people can teach us that such a development is 
possible,"1

"This, my fellow-countrymen, was the situation which 
met me and millions of others at the end of the War. 
That was the picture that the homeland offered to the 
returning soldiers and which was but more clearly 
marked in the following months and years. In such 
circumstances it was not difficult to foresee the future 
of the German nation. The misfortune of our former 
religious ruin now, some centuries later, found its con­
tinuation. Once more a development which promised 
success for our people gave place to a mad conflict of 
theories which could never profit cither the bourgeois 
citizen or the worker. Only a tiny clique of international 
destroyers which favours strife in the world because it 
lives on strife could welcome such madness. . . . This 
struggle was bound at last to end in Bolshevist chaos. 
What that would mean for Germany perhaps even to-day 
not everyone can completely realize. When I recognized 
this I could not at that time enter into a world of political 
parlies which I was convinced could lead the nation only 
to its ruin. These were the considerations which deter­
mined my outlook":

" I f  the Nationalism of our bourgeois world and the 
Socialism of our Marxists could never unite; if, in conse­
quence, the mass of the intelligentsia finally lost all 
relation to the mass of the people; and if lastly the 
nation, i.e. the German people, fell in consequence into 
complete disintegration and weakness, and therefore 
into economic annihilation, then both these theories 
could have no value for this people. For theories do 
not exist to annihilate peoples, but to make them happier. 
Let the economic law's of our life be what they may, 

1 Cf. M K,, p. 633 (German), p. 461 (English).
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ideas and principles which lead to the destruction of 
economic life are, as laws of life, useless. Parties which 
represent such ideas one cannot reform: one must 
destroy them. For, after all, it is better for a few dozen 
Marxist and bourgeois parties to he ruined rather than for 
a people to suffer that fate. For these parties have main­
tained their miserable existence at the cost of lite nation 
only for a few decades, but the people has millennia 
behind it and through its sacrifices and its struggles in 
the past has a claim to live for millennia in the future."

“ Therefore in my eyes there was no sense in joining 
one of these parties in order perhaps to give them a 
longer lease of life; political life had some meaning only 
if one was successful in destroying them.”

"Thus, my fellow-countrymen, when I entered politi­
cal life it was with the burning vow in my heart that 
I would root out from Germany this world of the 
political parties— that I would set in its place a com­
munity of the German people."

“ And from the first day I saw clearly that this goal 
could not be reached in weeks or months or even in a 
few years. I realized the immense work which such a 
decision entails. Just as surely as an examination of the 
terms Socialism and Nationalism leads to a single defi­
nition, so certain is it that the realization of such a defini­
tion means unending work in educating the people. One 
can easily state, so far as the mere understanding of the 
statement goes, that the highest form of Nationalism 
finds its expression only in an unconditional devotion of 
the individual to the people. It will never be denied 
that the purest form of Socialism means the conscious 
elevation of the claims of the people, its life and its 
interests above the interests and the life of the indi­
vidual.1 But it is a task of immeasurable difficulty to 

1 Cf. the Programme of the Party: Point 24 (see p. 106 infra).



translate the recognition of these facts from the world 
of ideals, from the sphere of abstract thought, into the 
realm of hard actualities.”

“ Here one was met by a world of prejudices. Descent, 
education, culture, profession, income, poverty, and 
wealth have all raised barriers which are apparently in­
surmountable. They need not be consciously hostile, 
these folk, and yet they cannot find the way to each 
other. The course of a long life which now lies behind 
them has so filled them with traditions that they seem 
to themselves— as innocent victims perhaps— to be no 
longer able to recognize that greater common clement 
which should unite them. If in spite of all this I then 
attacked this great task with faith in my heart, I, an 
unknown German soldier of the World War, that was 
precisely because of the stupendous impression pro­
duced upon me by that— the greatest of all experiences. 
For that individual interests— the interests of one’s own 
ego— could he subordinated to the common interest—  
that the great, heroic struggle of our people had demon­
strated in an overwhelming fashion. Millions upon 
millions then protected the life and the liberty of a 
people which thus became to them as a whole of more 
value than the individuai life. But if it is possible for 
millions of men in war-time so to devote themselves to 
a community as to sacrifice life itself, then it must be 
possible to maintain in peace-time also this ideal of the 
community. For the men who were living in 1918, 19191 
and 1920, who are living with us to-day, are not different 
men from those who did their duty in the years 1914 to 
1918. It is only the leadership which has changed.”

Hitler went on to describe the growth of the Movement 
and its success: "This kingdom of Heaven could not be 
conquered by cowards or by the half-hearted. For this 
struggle only such men and women are fitted who are
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ready to devote themselves to it to the point of the 
sacrifice of themselves.” Such a Mass-Movement can 
be effective only if it works with great and simple con­
cepts (Gesichtspunkten). “The creed of such a M ove­
ment can embrace only a few lapidary principles.” 
“ The decisive factor is that the right principles of our 
struggle should be represented with a spirit that nothing 
can turn aside, with resolution and with courage.”  “ AH 
those who, to a less degree in Germany than in the rest 
of the world, arc revolted by the harshness (Härte) of 
the National Socialist revolution 1 would ask to con­
sider that the National Socialist Movement— solely 
during the period of its legal fight for power— had to 
lament nearly 400 dead and more than 43,000 wounded. 
It was here again only the will to maintain the com­
munity of the German people which gave us all after 
the victory self-mastery and restraint. It was not our 
wish to shed blood, we wished to wreak no vengeance, 
but we now wished more earnestly than ever before to 
capture and win men for the new community."

“ We know that for many the way to this new concep­
tion is difficult. We know, too, that the Movement in 
proclaiming its ideals must use earthly agents who them­
selves may all too easily give way to human shortcomings. 
But I would ask everyone to consider that the building 
up of an army demands two or three hundred years, 
that religions spend two thousand and more years on 
the education of their priesthood, and yet one can never 
quite overcome human weakness. Who will dare to pass 
a judgement upon a Movement which fifteen years ago 
was begun with nothing and from nothing, and to-day 
has to lead a whole nation? I know that it will take 
many decades before the leadership has at its command 
personalities even approximately corresponding to the 
greatness of our task, . . . Fate gave me the men and as
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they were I had to make use of them. That which is 
bad amongst us cannot be better, but what can be 
bettered will be replaced by better material. But always 
I would remind the nation of the greatness of the tasks 
which were set us and the shortness of the time we had 
for their consideration.” 1

In his wireless message to Danzig on 27 May 1933 Hitler 
once more described the conditions in which the National 
Socialist Party arose ;x he said that the latent hostility 
between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie must have 
led in the course of decades to the complete dissolution 
of the body of the German people. Both Marxism and 
the bourgeois parties were internationally minded: in 
political life one is responsible for what in fact results 
from one’s action: the bourgeois parties never grew out 
of a narrow point of view based on class: they never 
succeeded in extending the term "national” to include 
the whole nation. The hopelessness of their political 
work was shown by the fact that through long decades 
they continually lost ground amongst the masses of the 
German people. They had good material to work upon: 
“ the German workman, like the German peasant, was 
pious, honest, industrious, and loyal: the task of the 
bourgeois democracy was thus to win the soul of these 
masses, -to educate them and to build them as a valu­
able factor into their democratic State.” In that task 
they failed. Even before the War the Social Democrats 
were the strongest party and every new election only 
strengthened their position. “Thus the Marxist assail­
ant is not alone responsible for the German collapse; the 
bourgeois defender is just as responsible. The bourgeois

1 F.Z., 19 Aug. 1934.
3 An analysis entirely in Hitler’s svords, only abbreviating a 

long report.
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parties had received a valuable treasure and they could 
not keep it.” The worst feature of all, however, was that 
both bourgeois nationalism and international Marxism 
became more and more sterile. Communism with its 
youthful vigour renewed the Marxist party.

“ In igiS  a resurrection of the German nation was 
conceivable only if one of the contending parties had 
conquered the other and had thus given to the German 
people a unity of spirit and will.”  "Any method which 
might lead to this end was then justified. The opinion 
that this struggle might be waged only with weapons of 
the spirit— or with what then in the bourgeois camp 
was called a weapon of the spirit— was ludicrous. His­
tory is perhaps interested in methods, but she puts to 
the test success alone and not methods. Inasmuch as 
the old bourgeois and the Marxist worlds, both alike, 
remained stuck in the contemplation of methods, they 
had lost the strength for action." Therefore the question 
of the resurrection of the German nation became the 
question of how to remove both parties. I have the right 
to speak and form a judgement on these problems 
because I, more clearly than others, discerned the causes 
of this unavoidable downfall and foresaw the way to 
master the crisis. "I saw that the old parties must go: of 
course it would have been easier to have joined one of 
these existing formations, but any attempt to remove the 
distress of Germany through these parties was bound to 
fail. They were too heavily burdened writh the tradition 
of their false thought-world.” The course of events has 
proved that I was right. Their failure to raise the 
German people could be explained only on two grounds: 
cither the leaders of the old parties did not desire such 
a rise or they were in their essential character powerless 
to effect it. Both are true: the leaders of the old parties 
did not want it, because they were not aiming at the
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destruction of Marxism: they were choked by their 
eternal cowardly compromises: and they could not effect 
it, because they lacked the force of an aggressive outlook 
on the world which could have dominated their action. 
In 191S and 1919 the two ideals of Nationalism and 
Socialism stood opposed to each other: they declared 
themselves to be mutually incompatible and therefore 
enemies lor all time. Could one of them emerge 
victorious?

"1 then held the view that one must define afresh the 
two conceptions: one must unite the two apparent 
extremes and thus awake an unparalleled strength on 
behalf of the nation, of the whole people." . . . “ It 
seemed to me possible to approach these two ideals 
without preconceptions, to scrutinize them from a higher 
standpoint and this scrutiny led me to the happy récog­
nition that fundamentally both conceptions were one 
and the same. Thus a new idea for the people (Volhs- 
gedanke) was born: through the intimate marriage of 
Nationalism and Socialism there was developed a force 
at which formerly the old parties scoffed, but before 
which to-day they have surrendered." Thus were created 
forces which have led to the formation in our people of 
a new political will.

“ Within Germany the frontiers of tribes and States, 
of parties, classes, and professions have been broken 
down; in the same way through the power of this idea 
working in the hearts of the people will the external 
frontiers dividing the German people be broken down. 
Just as former Governments in Germany by means of 
their external force could not break the strength of soul, 
the inner union of National Socialists, so will every 
external force fail in breaking that unity.” 1

* V.B., 3 0  M a y  1 9 3 3 .
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3 TH E p r o g r a m m i -: o f  t h e  p a r t y

The German Workers* I’arty (as it was then called) adopted a 
Programme with twenty-five Points at a meeting held in the 
Hofbrauhaus at Munich on 24 February 1920, Of that meeting 
Hitler has given an account in M K ., pp. 401-6 (German), pp. 
305-9 (English). With this account cf. Konrad Heiden, A History 
of National Socialism, London, Methuen, 1934, pp. 10-16 (where 
the significance of the Programme is discussed); F. L. Schuman, 
The Nasi Dictatorship, 2nd edn., New York, Knopf, 1936, pp. 
19-22. Gottfried Feder was appointed by Hitler as the authorized 
exponent of the policy of the Party, and his book which has been 
translated into English; Hitler’s Official Programme and its Funda­
mental Ideas, I/mdon, Allen Sc Unwin, 1934, forms the essential 
commentary upon the views of the Movement. I have taken 
from it the translation of the Programme here printed: there is 
another translation in Konrad Heiden’s (tonic (lot. fit.). O f 
Feder’s book there have been many editions in Germany: Das 
Programm der N SD AP, und seine Kelt anse!uniiichc it Grund­
gedanken (— Nationalsozialistische Bibliothek, cd. G. Feder, Heft 
j). I have a copy before me of the "326-350 Thousand”  edition 
published in 1932: for the German text of the Programme see 
pp. 19-22,— "After full discussion at the General Meeting of 
members [of the Party] 22 May 1926 it was resolved that ‘This 
Programme is unalterable1. This docs not imply that every word 
must stand unchanged nor that any cIToris to extend or develop 
the Programme are to be prohibited, but it does imply that the 
principles and the basic ideas contained in it arc not to be tam­
pered with.”  (Feder, English translation, p. 44. I have corrected 
the year from 1920 to 1926,) For the '‘ interpretation”  of Point 
17, given by Hitler on 13 April 192$. cf. F. L. Schuman, op. cit., 
pp. 134 sqq. ; for the questions on the Party's policy upon agri­
cultural land raised by the Brandenburg Landbund in 1930 cf. 
Feder, English translation, pp. 115 sqq.; for the Party manifesto 
on Agriculture of 6 March 1930 see the second volume of this 
work.

THK PROGRAMME OF THE PARTY

T he Programme of the German Workers’ Party is 
limited as to period. The leaders have no intention,
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once ihe aims announced in it have been achieved, of 
setting up fresh ones, in order to ensure the continued 
existence of the Party by the artificially increased dis­
content of the masses.

1. Wc demand the union of all Germans, on the basis 
of the right of the self-determination of peoples, to form 
a Great Germany.

2. We demand equality of rights for the German 
People in its dealings with other nations, and abolition 
of the Peace Treaties of Versailles and St. Germain.

3. Wc demand land and territory (colonics) for the 
nourishment of our people and for settling our surplus 
population.

4. None but members of the nation may be citizens 
of the Slate. None but those of German blood, whatever 
their creed, may be members of the nation. No Jew, 
therefore, may be a member of the nation.

5. Anyone who is not a citizen of the State may live 
in Germany only as a guest and must be regarded as 
being subject to the Alien laws.

6. The right of voting on the leadership and legisla­
tion is to be enjoyed by the citizens of the State alone. 
Wc demand, therefore, that all official appointments, 
of whatever kind, whether in the Reich, the provinces, or 
the small communities, shall be granted to citizens of 
the State alone.

We oppose the corrupt Parliamentary custom of the 
State of filling posts merely with a view to Party con­
siderations, and without reference to character or 
capacity.

7. We demand that the State shall make it its first 
duty to promote the industry and livelihood of the citi­
zens of the State. If it is not possible to nourish the 
entire population of the State, foreign nationals (non­
citizens of the State) must be excluded from the Reich.
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8. All further non-German immigration must be pre­
vented. We demand that all non-Germans who entered 
Germany subsequently to August 2, 1914, shall be re­
quired forthwith to depart from the Reich.

9. All citizens of the State shall possess equal rights 
and duties.

10. It must he the first duty of every citizen of the 
State to perform mental or physical work. The activities 
of the individual must not clash with the interests of the 
whole, but must proceed within the framework of the 
community and must be for tire general good.

ÌVe demand therefore:
11. Abolition of incomes unearned by work. Abolition 

of the thraldom of interest.
12. In view of the enormous sacrifice of life and 

property demanded of a nation by every war, personal 
enrichment through war must be regarded as a crime 
against the nation. We demand therefore the ruthless 
confiscation of all war profits.

13. We demand the nationalization of all businesses 
which have (hitherto) been amalgamated (into Trusts).

14. We demand that there shall be profit-sharing in 
the great industries.

15. Wc demand a generous development of provision 
for old age.

16. We demand the creation and maintenance of a 
healthy middle class, immediate communalization of 
wholesale warehouses, and their lease at a low rate to 
small traders, and that the most careful consideration 
shall be shown to all small purveyors to the State, the 
provinces, or smaller communities.

17. Wc demand a land-reform suitable to our national 
requirements, the passing of a law for the confiscation 
without compensation of land for communal purposes,
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the abolition of interest on mortgages, and prohibition 
of all speculation in land.

On 13 Aprii 1928, Adolf Hitler made the follmving 
declaration:

"It is necessary to reply to the false interpretation on 
the part of our opponents of Point 17 of the Programme 
of the NSDAP.

“ Since the NSDAP admits the principle of private 
property, it is obvious that the expression ‘confiscation 
without compensation’ refers merely to the creation of 
possible legal means of confiscating, when necessary, 
land illegally acquired, or not administered in accordance 
with the national welfare. It is therefore directed in the 
first instance against the Jewish companies which specu­
late in land.”

"{Signed) A d o lf  H it l e r .”
"Munich, April 13, 1928.”

18. We demand ruthless war upon all those whose 
activities arc injurious to the common interest. Common 
criminals against the nation, usurers, profiteers, &c., 
must be punished with death, whatever their creed or 
race.

19. We demand that the Roman Law, which serves 
the materialistic world order, shall be replaced by a 
German common law.

20. With the aim of opening to every capable and 
industrious German the possibility of higher education 
and consequent advancement to leading positions the 
State must consider a thorough reconstruction of our 
national system of education. The curriculum of all 
educational establishments must be brought into line 
with the requirements of practical life. Directly the 
mind begins to develop the schools must aim at teaching 
the pupil to understand Lhc idea of the State (State
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sociology). We demand the education of specially gifted 
children of poor parents, whatever their class or occu­
pation, at the expense of the State.

21. The State must apply itself to raising the standard 
of health in the nation hy protecting mothers and infants, 
prohibiting child labour, and increasing bodily efficiency 
by legally obligatory gymnastics and sports, and by 
extensive support of clubs engaged in the physical 
training of the young.

22. We demand the abolition of mercenary troops and 
the formation of a national army.

23. We demand legal warfare against conscious poli­
tical lies and their dissemination in the Press. In order 
to facilitate the creation of a German national Press we 
demand:

(tf) that all editors and contributors to newspapers 
employing the German language must be members of 
the nation;

(A) That special permission from the State shall be 
necessary before non-German newspapers may appear. 
These need not necessarily be printed in the German 
language;

(c) That non-Germans shall be prohibited by law 
from participating financially in or influencing German 
newspapers, and that the penalty for contravention of the 
law shall be suppression of any such newspaper, and 
immediate deportation of the non-German involved.

It must be forbidden to publish newspapers which do 
not conduce to the national welfare. We demand the 
legal prosecution of all tendencies in art and literature 
of a kind likely to disintegrate our life as a nation, and 
the suppression of institutions which militate against the 
above-mentioned requirements.

24. We demand liberty for all religious denominations 
in the State, so far as they arc not a danger to it and do
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not militate against the morality and moral sense of the 
German race.

The Party, as such, stands for positive Christianity, but 
does not bind itself in the matter of creed to any par­
ticular confession. It combats the Jcwish-materialist 
spirit within and without us, and is convinced that our 
nation can achieve permanent health from within only on 
the principle: the common interest before self-interest.

25. That all the foregoing requirements may be 
realized we demand the creation of a strong central 
power of the Reich. Unconditional authority of the 
politically central Parliament over the entire Reich and 
its organization in general.

The formation of Diets and vocational Chambers for 
the purpose of executing the general laws promulgated 
by the Reich in the various States of the Confederation.

The leaders of the Party swear to proceed regardless 
of consequences— if necessary at the sacrifice of their 
lives— towards the fulfilment of the foregoing Points.1

M u n i c h , February 24, 1920.

In a meeting held in the Circus Krone on 18 September 
1922 Hitler formulated ' 'some fundamental demands of the 
Party":

*T. We must call to account the November criminals 
of 1918. It cannot be that two million Germans should 
have fallen in vain and that afterwards one should sit 
down as friends at the same table with traitors. No, wc 
do not pardon, wc demand— Vengeance!"

"2. The dishonouring of the nation must cease. For 
betrayers of their Fatherland and informers the gallows 
is the proper place. Our streets and squares shall once

1 G. Feder, Hitler's Official Programme and itt Fundamental 
Ideas, London, 1936, pp. 38-43.
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more bear the names of our heroes; they shall not be 
named after Jews. In the Question of Guilt we must 
proclaim the truth” .

” 3. The administration of the State must be cleared 
of the rabble which is fattened at the stall of the parties” .

"4. The present laxity in the fight against usury must 
be abandoned. Here the fitting punishment is the same 
as that for the betrayers of their Fatherland” .

” 5. We must demand a great enlightenment on the 
subject of the Peace Treaty. With thoughts of love ? No! 
but in holy hatred against those who have ruined us” .

“6. The lies which would veil from us our misfortunes 
must cease. The fraud of the present money-madness 
must be shown up. That will stiffen the necks of us all".

“ 7. As foundation for a new currency the property of 
those who are not of our blood must do service. If 
families who have lived in Germany for a thousand years 
are now expropriated, we must do the same to the Jewish 
usurers” .

” 8. We demand immediate expulsion of all Jews who 
have entered Germany since 1914, and of all those, too, 
who through trickery on the Stock Exchange or through 
other shady transactions have gained their wealth” .

”9, The housing scarcity must be relieved through 
energetic action; houses must be granted to those who 
deserve them. Eisner said in 1918 that we had no right 
to demand the return of our prisoners— he was only say­
ing openly what all Jews were thinking. People who so 
think must feel how life tastes in a concentration camp!”

‘‘Extremes must be fought by extremes. Against the 
infection of materialism, against the Jewish pestilence 
we must hold aloft a flaming ideal. And if others speak 
of the World and Humanity we say The Fatherland—  
and only the Fatherland!” 1

1 Adolf Hitlers Reden (edition of 1933), p. 39.
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In a speech delivered at Munich on 27 April 1923 
Hitler again stated the demands of the National Socialists 
{translated above: see p. 64 supra).

A t his trial after the “Putsch” of 1923 Hitler said:
“ Germany's destiny lies neither in a Republic nor in 

a Monarchy, but in the content of the Republic or the 
Monarchy. What I am fighting is not the State-form in 
itself, but its shameful content. We wanted to create in 
Germany the conditions which would alone make it 
possible that we should be freed from the iron fist of our 
enemies. Wc wished to bring order into the administra­
tion, to drive out the drones, to wage battle against the 
international Stock Exchange enslavement, against the 
dominance of the trusts over our whole economic life,1 
against the transformation of our trade unions into 
political bodies, and above all we wanted to see the re­
introduction of the highest duty u’hich we, as Germans, 
knew— the duty to bear arms— compulsory military ser­
vice. And I ask you: Is that which wc have wished high 
treason ? Lastly wc wanted our people to be incited to 
revolt against the threat of enslavement, wc wished that 
at last the time should come when we should cease to 
endure like patient sheep one slap in the face after 
another.” *

Hitler, at a meeting of Press representatives, mainly 
English and American, held in Berlin on 4 December 1931, 
stated expressly that he did not intend to carry through any 
expropriation of property in any sphered

“ M y Party is not a Movement of despair but a M ove­
ment of hope. When we come to power our watchword

1 German : die Vertrustung unserer gaitsen Wirtichaft.
1 Adolf Hitlers Reden (edition of 1933), p. izo  (1924).
’ The Times, 5 Dec. 1931.
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will be to give to the world that which is really due to it 
and to give to the German people as a sovereign people 
what it needs for its life. We want nothing else. Our 
Monroe Doctrine is and will ever be ‘Germany for the 
Germans’.” '

On the programme which would be put into force when the 
National Socialists came into power Hitler, in December 
1931, would give no details: “ I much regret that I cannot 
give further details of our plan, but why should 1, before 
the publication of our programme, give advice to the 
present Government

In a speech which was to have been directed to America 
by wireless but which for technical reasons could not be 
transmitted, but the text of which was subsequently pub~ 
lished, Hiller stated that the National Socialist party 
recognized private property, private contracts, and pri­
vate debts, but it refused to recognize public debts, the 
tributes imposed upon Germany in order to keep it in a 
state of perpetual bankruptcy.1

Through a statement given to the United Press in July 
1931 Hitler said that the National Socialists did not 
believe it possible for Germany to fulfil the purely eco­
nomic obligations which had been forced upon her.*'

In October 1931 Hitler declared his readiness to fulfil 
“ every non-political obligation which we have under­
taken as one trader with another.” *

' From a speech which was to have been transmitted by 
wireless to America In Dee. 1931. Sec Le Tempi, 13 Dec. 1931.

: From flii article in the  IHusttotcany Kurjcr Codsienny cited in 
Le Tempt, 1 7  D e e .  1 9 3 1 .

» Le Tempt, 13  D e c .  1 9 3 t .  C f .  a n  artic le  b y  H i t l e r  in  t h e  lllut- 
irwxtny Kuejer Codsirnuy ( C r a c o w )  c i te d  in  Le Temps f o r  1 7  D e c .

I 931 -
1 F.Z., iS July 193t. * F.Z., 12 Oct. 1931.
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Hitler, in his final discussion on Socialism with Otto 
Strasser (22 May 1930), ashed "with what right da the 
workers demand a share in the possessions of the capitalist, 
not to speak of a share in control?" Turning to Herr 
Amami (the Party's Press-chief), "Would you be prepared 
to stand it if suddenly your typists began to criticize?" 
The capitalists “ have worked their way to the top through 
their capacity, and on the basis of this selection, which 
again only proves their higher race, they have a right to 
lead. Now you want an incapable Government Council 
or Works Council which has no notion of anything to 
have a say: no leader in economic life would tolerate it."*

In the same talk with Otto Strasser (22 May IÇ30) Hitler 
was asked what, if  National Socialism came to poiver, he 
would then do with the Krupp Co.— would everything re­
main as it was or not? Hitler replied: .

"But of course things would remain as they were. 
Do you think that I should be so mad as to destroy 
business life ( Wirtschaft) ? Only if people should fail to 
act in the interests of the nation, then— and only then—  
would the State intervene. But for that you do not need 
any expropriation, you do not need to give the workers 
the right to have a voice in the conduct of the business: 
you need only a strong State which alone is in a position 
to determine its action solely from large considerations 
without regard to interested parties."

Otto Strasser answered that the Party Programme con­
tained express reference to the "socialization" of businesses; 
i f  Hitler intended to maintain the capitalist system he had 
no right to talk of Socialism.

Hitler replied: "The term Socialism in itself is unfor­
tunate (schlecht), but it is essential to realize that it does

1 O. Strasser, Minixterstml oder Revolution? pp. 13-3.
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not mean that these businesses must be socialized, it 
means only that they can be socialized if they offend 
against the interests of the nation. As long as they do 
not do that, it would be simply a crime to destroy 
business life (Wirtschaft)." Germany could take as its 
model the Fascist State.

Otto Strassei objected that Fascism had hitherto simply 
maintained the supremacy of capital over the workers.

‘‘That is all theorizing,” said Hitler. “ In actual fact 
onlv one system is possible in business: responsibility 
proceeding upwards and authority proceeding downwards.
1 ask of Herr Amann authority towards his subordinates 
and responsibility to me. Herr Amann asks from his 
section-chief responsibility to hi inself and authority in 
relation to his typists— and so on, That has been so for 
thousands of years and it can never be otherwise” . . . .

“ The only thing which the present system lacks is the 
ultimate responsibility to the nation. There can never 
be a system which is based on any other principle, . . . 
otherwise wc should come to anarchistic, Bolshevist 
conditions. It is the result of the very nature of the 
process of production which remains always the same 
and knows nothing of your theoretical distinction be­
tween Capitalism and Socialism,” . . .

“ This sharing of the workers in possession and control 
is simply Marxism: I would give the right to exercise 
such an influence only to the State controlled by a higher 
class (dem von einer höheren Schicht geleiteten Staat)."'

From the Proclamation by the Government to the 
German Nation: Berlin, i  February 1933.

“ Wc arc determined, as leaders of the nation, to fulfil 
as a national Government the task which has been 

1 O. Svasscr, Minislenasel uder Revolution ? pp. 15-9.
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allotted to us, swearing fidelity only to God, our con­
science, and the nation.”

‘ ‘The inheritance which has fallen to us is a terrible 
one. The task with which we are faced is the hardest 
which has fallen to German statesmen within the 
memory of man. But we are all filled with unbounded 
confidence, for we believe in our people and their im­
perishable virtues. Every class and every individual 
must help us to found the new Reich.”

“ The National Government will regard it as their 
first and foremost duty to revive in the nation the spirit 
of unity and co-operation. They will preserve and 
defend those basic principles on which our nation has 
been built up. They regard Christianity as the founda­
tion of our national morality, and the family as the basis 
of national life. They are determined, without regard 
for class and social status, to restore the nation to a 
consciousness of its political and national unity and of 
the duties consequent upon this realization. They intend 
to make respect for our glorious past and pride in our 
ancient traditions the ground principles for the education 
of German youth. In this way they will wage a pitiless 
warfare upon spiritual, political, and cultural Nihilism. 
Germany must not, Germany shall not go under in the 
chaos of Communism.”

“Turbulent instincts must be replaced by a national 
discipline as the guiding principle of our national life. 
All those institutions which are the strongholds of the 
energy and vitality of our nation will be taken under 
the especial care of the Government.”

“ The National Government intends to solve the 
problem of the reorganization of trade and commerce 
with two four-year plans:"

“ The German farmer must be rescued in order that 
the nation may be supplied with the necessities of life.”
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“ A concerted and all-embracing attack must be made 
on unemployment in order that the German working 
class may be saved from ruin.”

“ The November parties have ruined the German 
peasantry in fourteen years.”

“ In fourteen years they have created an army of 
millions of unemployed.”

"T he National Government will, with iron deter­
mination and unshakcablc steadfastness of purpose, put 
through the following plan:”

“ Within four years the German peasant must be 
rescued from the quagmire into which he has fallen,”  

“ Within four years unemployment must be finally 
overcome. At the same time the conditions necessary 
for a revival in trade and commerce arc provided.” 

“ The National Government will couple with this tre­
mendous task of reorganizing business life a reorganiza­
tion of the administrative and fiscal systems of the Reich, 
of the Federal States, and the Communes."

“ Only when this has been done can the idea of a con­
tinued federal existence of the entire Reich be fully 
realized.”

"Compulsory labour-sendee and the ‘back-to-the- 
land' policy are two of the basic principles of this 
programme.”

“ The securing of the necessities of life will include the 
performance of social duties to the sick and aged."

"In economical administration, the promotion of em­
ployment, the preservation of the farmer, as well as in 
the exploitation of individual initiative the Government 
see the best guarantee for the avoidance of any experi­
ments which would endanger the currency.”

“ As regards their foreign policy the National Govern­
ment consider their highest mission to be the securing 
o f the right to live and the restoration of freedom to our

1x4
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nation. Their determination to bring to an end the 
chaotic state of affairs in Germany will assist in restoring 
to the community of nations a State of equal value and, 
above all, a State which must have equal rights. They 
are impressed with the importance of their duty to use 
tliis nation of equal rights as an instrument for the 
securing and maintenance of that peace which the world 
requires to-day more than ever before,”

"M ay the good will of all others assist in the fulfilment 
of tliis our earnest wish for the welfare of Europe and 
of the whole world."

"Great as is our love for our army as the bearer of 
our arms and the symbol of our great past, wc should be 
happy if the world, by reducing its armaments, would 
sec to it that wc need never again increase our own.”

The negative side of this program me may be sum­
marized in the Ivxt sentences: "Fourteen years of Marxism 
have ruined Germany: one year of Bolshevism would 
destroy her.” "If, however, Germany is to experience 
this political and economic revival and conscientious­
ly fulfil her duties towards the other nations, one 
decisive step is absolutely necessary first: the over­
coming of the destroying menace of Communism in 
Germany.”

The Proclamation closes with the prayer that "God 
Almighty may give our work His blessing, strengthen 
our purpose and endow us with wisdom and the trust 
of our people, for we are fighting not for ourselves, but 
for Germany!” 1

' Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i (t93S). PP- authorized 
English trims inti on (ns above) in The Nexv Germany desires Work 
and Peace, pp. 6-9. For n rhetorical statement of the National 
Socialist Programme cf. the speech delivered in the Reichstag by 
Hitler on 21 Mar. 1933, German text: Dokumente der deutschen 
Politik, i ((935), pp. <12-3 ; authorized English translation in The 
Neta Germany desires Work and Peace, pp. 12-13,
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In the speech delivered on 10 February i g j j  in the 
Sportpalast, Berlin, Hitler said that “ the first point in the 
Government programme was : our will is not to lie and 
not to cheat : it is for this reason that I have always refused 
to come before this people and make cheap promises.” 1

Contrast the statement made by Hitler in a speech at 
Königsberg on March 1933 on the scork of the “ Novem- 
ber-poliiicians” : “ The beginning of their work was 
founded upon a lie, upon perjury and breach of faith.” 2 

“ We have been asked to-day to define our programme: 
for the moment wc can say only one thing: You began 
with a lie and wc want to make a fresh beginning with 
a truth. The lie was beautiful and seductive, and truth, 
that is always bitter and hard. But one day the lie is 
unmasked: one day the truth will conquer. It is only 
natural that a people that has given itself over to madness 
should he led once more into truth. And the first thought 
contained in this truth is this: a people must understand 
that its future lies only in its own strength, in its capacity, 
its industry, its courage. The world gives no help: the 
people must help itself. One’s own strength is the source 
of life: that strength is the gift of the Almighty, and it 
is given that we may use it, that in it and through it we 
may fight the battle of our life” . . . .

“ I did not wish to begin like the others with a lie: 
they promised when they came into power improvement 
in a few months. When a building is completely ruined 
one cannot restore it in four or six weeks. The others 
in the years that are past have not had the blessing of 
the Almighty in Whose hands at the last, whatever men 
may do, the final judgement rests. Our prayer is: Lord 
God, let us never hesitate, let us never play the coward,

1 Dokumente der deutsche» Politili, i (1935), p. 9*
1 Ibid., p. 14 (top).
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let us never forget the duty which we have taken upon 
us.” '

In a speech at Kiel at a review of the SA. on 7 May 
1933 Hitler said:

“The aim of this great uprising is the inner and actual 
victory over November 1918:. . .  the end of the German 
Revolution must come only with the end of the Novem­
ber criminals, the end of their system, the end of their 
existence. We will track down these men into their last 
lurking-places, we will not pause or rest until the last 
trace of this poison is removed from the body of our 
people. . . .  If the army is the school of die German 
people in arms, you must form the political school so 
that one day from these two factors— the formation of 
the political will and the defence of the Fatherland—  
there will flow a great addition of strength. One day 
the time will come when in fact all Germany will march 
under our banner. We do not wish to be small-minded: 
we want to offer our hand to anyone who will join us. 
But at the end of our way there must stand a German 
people with a single organization of its political will. I 
would not sink into the grave with the thought that one 
day later centuries will be able to charge me and with 
mo charge you: 'You, too, have failed to recognize the 
greatest German task and have not fulfilled it.’ We have 
recognized that task and are resolved to fulfil it.” 1

In Iris speech in the Reichstag on 17 May 2933 Hitler 
thus formulated the three aims of the National Socialist 
Revolution :

(i) To prevent the threatened Communist revolution, 
to build up a national State which shall unite the inte-

1 Dokument* der deutschen Politik, i (1935), pp. 14-15.
1 FJ}., 9 May 1933.
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rests of the different classes and castes, and to maintain 
the idea of property as the basis of our culture.

(ii) To solve the most difficult of social problems by 
bringing back the millions of our unfortunate unem­
ployed into productive work.

(iii) T o re-establish a stable and authoritative Govern­
ment, supported by the will and confidence of the nation, 
which shall make our great people an acceptable partner 
of the other States of the world.1

In a speech at the dedication of the Deutschlandhalfe in 
Berlin (29 November 1935) Hitler said:

“ It has been objected : Why docs National Socialism still 
intend to deliver speeches now that it has won power?”

Hitler replied that lie did not wish to let the authority 
which he had won in fourteen years of struggle go to 
waste: that authority he wished to maintain. National 
Socialism came from time to time before the people, 
but not for discussion or mutual criticism.

Decisions were made by the National Socialist alone, 
but he was prepared to explain to the people the reason 
for his action. Everything which had taken place in the 
years since National Socialism assumed power had been 
previously prepared in the will and outlook of the 
people: that had been done systematically whether it 
had been a question of the destruction of Marxism, of 
the legislation on race which had been greeted with 
gratitude and understanding by the overwhelming 
majority of the people, or again of the ending of the 
condition of national weakness. Step by step he had 
really brought about only that which the people, pre­
pared through fourteen years of intensive propaganda)

1 German text: Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i (1935), p. 96: 
authorized English translation (as above) in The New Germany desires 
Work and Peace, p. 56.
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had expected of him. The bourgeois democracy had 
achieved nothing because it had not understood how to 
inoculate the German people with its will.

National Socialism explained to the people only the 
general principles; as a rule it was silent about tactics—  
National Socialist speakers dealt with the general line of 
policy: this was sufficient, for they knew how to distin­
guish clearly between principles and tactics and they 
were supported by the people. On the other hand, the 
people had been so trained (erzogen) as to form a force 
which compelled the Government to follow continuously 
the path on which they had started. This was the only 
way in which the political leadership of a nation could 
maintain stability. This interaction between leaders and 
people had secured that, particularly in times of anxiety, 
National Socialists could appeal to the people in order 
to receive from it their new marching orders. . . .

There would always be difficulties, but he would have 
no more joy in life if there were no longer any problems to 
solve. The difficulties of a day served merely as a ther­
mometer to show that a subject must now be tackled: 
capitulation before a problem there could never be. . . . 
The greatest of all problems was the individual man, 
and therefore the greatest task was the education of the 
German for the new community. Man himself is a 
creature with a soul; that meant that material problems 
must be brought into relation with the soul of the people.1

To this summary “ The Times" of 30 November 1935 
added the following sentences:

National Socialism and the German people were one. 
That they had conquered the German people could not

1 Only a summary of the speech was published : the above is not 
an analysis of the speech but a translation of selected passages from 
the summary in I'.Z., 1 Dee. 1935.
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be denied, “ For otherwise we should not be here— and 
■we are here and here we shall stay.”

There was no one to succeed them. No one had the 
necessary popularity. He himself had become popular 
because he had the courage to be unpopular. . . .  He 
had opposed the big organizations; he would not stop 
before the pigmy remains. . . .

Distress would not conquer Germany; the National 
Socialist Movement would conquer distress. They 
would solve the raw material difficulty, but it would 
be easier to do that if the rest of the world were not mad.

In a speech at Regensburg on 6 June 1937 Hiller said:

In 1933 on coming to power National Socialism had set 
itself four tasks:

“ i. To create a single people.
ii. To secure to this people through work its daily 

bread.
iii. To protect this people and its work and to restore 

to it freedom, honour, and power,
iv. Within this people to raise a new and higher social 

community.”
In June 1937 he could regard their first task as practically 

accomplished. “ Wc march under the spell of this pur­
pose, and he who sets himself in our path must not 
complain if sooner or later the march of a nation passes 
over him.” '

In 1939, as Hitler looked back on the early programme 
ofi the Party, he said:

“ And then as an unknown soldier of the World War 
I took up my position. It was a very short and simple 
programme: removal of the domestic enemies of the 
nation, putting an end to the disunion of Germany, 

1 F.Z., 8 June 1937.

120



T H E  P R O G R A M M E  OF T H E  PA R TY

unification of the whole national strength of our people 
in a new community and the breaking in pieces by one 
means or another of the Peace Treaty. For so long as 
this “ Diktat" of Versailles lay heavy upon the German 
people it was, in fact, doomed to perish.” 1

In his Proclamation at the opening of the Party Congress 
at Nuremberg on 6 September 1938 Hitler described the 
tasks which the Party had to perform. "It had to break 
up and destroy the other world of parties; it had to 
declare unrelenting war on the world of class and social 
prejudices; it had to ensure that without consideration 
of birth or of origin the German who was strong-willed 
and capable might find his way upwards. It had to 
purge Germany of all those parasites for whom the need 
of their Fatherland and people served as a source of 
personal enrich ment. It had to recognize the eternal values 
of blood and soil, and to raise the respect paid to those 
values until they became the supreme laws of our life. 
It had to begin the struggle against the greatest enemy 
who threatened to destroy our people— the international 
Jewish world-enemy!"

“ Its task was to cleanse from that influence the life of 
the German people, our race and culture. It had to put 
an end to the thoughtlessness of public opinion. It had 
to take into its hands all means of guiding the people—  
Press, theatre, films, and all other forms of propaganda—  
and to direct them towards a single goal. Moreover, it 
had also to secure the social foundations of the new 
community of the people, to place its economy at the 
service of the nation, and, above all, its task was to set 
up a new central and universal authority. For if one 
still wished to believe in any salvation for Germany at 
all, this could never come through any jumble of con­

' V.B., 3 Apr. 1939. Speech at Wilhelmshafen, 1 Apr. 1939.
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Aiding views, or through the doctrine of laissez-faire 
preached by clamorous know-alls and carping critics! 
The Party must therefore go on to protect this authority 
not only from the attacks of individuals but still more 
from the threat represented by the spiritless attitude of 
big business circles, and of all those aristocrats and 
wiseacres for whom the whole meaning of freedom at 
home is but the licence to live one’s own life in the 
sendee of one’s personal interests, regardless whether 
the foreign foe may destroy the freedom of all. In these 
matters it was essential for the Party not to give way 
before the great common front of bourgeois and Marxist 
unreason. Nor must it bow before attempts to influence 
it on the part of all those who might hope, perhaps, to 
sec in the new movement a financial or political re­
habilitation of their own deficiencies.’’ 1

' V . B . ,  7 Sept. 1038.
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Over and over again in his speeches Hitler has told the 
story of the early days of the National Socialist Move­
ment: no collection of extracts from those speeches could 
omit a reference to that story which forms so large a part 
of the capital of National Socialist oratory. Some charac­
teristic examples of those retrospective surveys have therefore 
been translated.

Jit his speech in the Hofbrduhaits at Munich (24 February 
if) 3 3) at the celebration of the fifteenth anniversary of the 
Founding of the Party Hitler said:

“ When on the 24th of February 1920 I spoke for the 
first time in this hall, it was one thing which had brought 
me here, which gave me the courage to speak before 
this community (Gemeinschaft): faith in Germany, faith 
in the German people, in its good and imperishable 
values. And at that time such a faith was essential, for 
there could not have been a worse time for the founding 
of such a new movement than in those days” . . . .

“ No one had faith then in what he did. And yet in 
this bitterest of times we had faith in Germany. . . .  It 
was the faith in that other Germany which then only 
slept, that lived again, and to-day celebrates its proud 
resurrection: the faith in the Germany of simple fellow- 
countrymen, the faith in this people, which in its heart 
is sudi an amazingly decent people, which the poli­
ticians could not any longer sec, because they moved 
only in their own circle which assuredly had tostali 
contact with the people. It was the Germany of millions 
of honest riflemen and grenadiers, of millions of honest 
women who had gone hungry through the War, who 
together had all bravely and loyally defended their home­
land for four and a half years.”
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“ It was perhaps fortunate that many of our number 
never dreamed of the length of time it would take to 
awake this Germany from her sleep. Many a one perhaps 
would have lost heart. But as it was we hoped on : from 
the first month to the second, from the first year to the 
second, to the third, fourth, fifth, and at last, with this 
hope and faith came the hour which we had longed for. 
And it had to come, never forget that!”

“ When 1 then spoke for the first time our programme 
was the greatest challenge of the century, a challenge 
against this age, against the spirit of this age, It was a 
beginning of infinite difficulty. Who were we after all? 
Only nameless folk! Not one prominent personality 
amongst us, no politician, no parliamentarian. The dirt 
of the trenches still hung about us. All those who op­
posed us hurled their taunts at us: 'What do you want? 
You have absolutely no qualifications,’ Only those who 
had brought Germany to disaster were ‘qualified* in 
those days.”

“ Further, we lacked the unction of the politicians of 
that time. We had no capital. A Movement founded by 
men who had no name, a party founded without capital 
appeared like a limited liability company with no one to 
buy its shares. Someone had obviously to take part in 
the enterprise who had a name and capital— and we had 
neither. We had hardly a pfennig to our credit and all 
those who did really possess capital gave us a wide berth. 
They said 'Be off! you have not a name amongst you*, 
and those who had a name said ‘Away with you!— you 
have no capital’ . And besides that we had no news­
paper.”

"The question was: How did we intend to become 
known at all ?* To come before the public with nothing—  
without known names, with a programme that attacked 

1 Cf. M K., p. 388 (German), p. 296 (English).
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everyone— it was an extraordinarily difficult decision to 
take. It needed a tremendous struggle even to bring the 
Movement to the consciousness of the German people. 
Folk objected to the harshness of our tone, the brutality 
of our fighting. They criticized our unpolished speeches. 
Does anyone think that in any other way wc could have 
got the public to listen to us? We had to fight in this 
way; only so could we find our way to the ear of the 
nation. Further, in opposition to all the similar move­
ments started at this time in Germany, 1 held the view 
that wc should not unite with others, but forge our own 
way through. One did not dare at that time to trust 
oneself to any false solidarity; one could not say, 'After 
all they want the same thing as you do’. No, there must 
be one will in Germany, and all other wills must be 
mastered. For fifteen years we have held to this watch­
word and at the last that watchword has led us to com­
plete and final victory.”

“ At that time people said, ‘You are but a splinter­
party’ . It is true, we were then a splinter, but that 
splinter was of steel and like a magnet it drew to itself 
the iron out of the nation. Beyond that nothing was 
of any account. And thus as a splinter-party at first 
wc were hated by everyone. In a few years we were 
attacked on every side by all the other parties. An 
Englishman said once, if you want to know whether a 
man is a genius, you have only to keep your eyes open 
and sec whether the lesser fry do not suddenly band 
themselves together against him. If they do, this is the 
sure sign of the coming of a genius. And if you would 
recognize an important movement you have only to 
observe how the whole pack of mutually hostile parties 
suddenly take a hand in the game. If they suddenly 
unite, although according to their programmes they 
ought to be fighting each other, then you may be sure
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that they see a common danger approaching. And that 
is what we were able to notice only a short time after 
the beginning of our Movement.”

There followed an account of the opposition of the “N o­
vember-State” — how stupidity and malice stood united 
against the National Socialists : Hitter drew a picture of 
the time of the bloody terror and oppression, and of the 
cowardice of the bourgeoisie (only a summary is given in the 
Press report). “ Then” , he continued, "we dared to form 
our own organizations, organizations of the Party, and 
as their marching-orders wc gave them a word from the 
Bible, ‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth* ” . . .  
and then at length came the hour of victory: “ the victory 
of faith, the triumph of will.” 1

In his speech at Munich on S November 1935 at the 
celebration in memory of the "Putsch" of 1923 Hitler said:

"Por the twelfth time we are assembled here and with 
us, as wc know, is the German people, Wc arc met in 
a Celebration (Feierstunde) in memory of the day on 
which for the first time wc sought to change the fate of 
Germany. The result of that attempt was sixteen dead, 
more than a hundred severely or slightly wounded, and 
a further result was the apparent annihilation of our 
Movement.”

" I f  year by year we have celebrated this day— in the 
time of persecution not always in the same form— if we 
are determined in the future and for all time to make 
this day a Holy Day for the German nation, that is not 
because on it sixteen men died. Daily thousands die and 
wars destroy many more in an hour. It is because these 
sixteen men with a true faith in their hearts suffered a 
death which helped to raise up once more the German 
People. These sixteen men even before that had stood 

' F.Z., 26 F e b . 1935-
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tiicir ground, they had been in the Great War, many of 
them had been wounded once, twice, several times. 
They had already often looked death straight in the 
eyes. But in war it was different! Then the whole 
German people in arms faced its foes, while on the 9th 
of November 1923 only a small band arose against the 
annihilators of the Fatherland and the destroyers of the 
nation, against those who had sold and betrayed our 
people. It was much harder to find the resolution for 
that than formerly to march to the front. That went 
without saying for all of us; each stood his ground and 
all respected those who went forth to defend the Father­
land. In 1914 that was not difficult; on the contrary, 
the decision to go to the War was for millions an unheard- 
of good fortune,1 The resolution of spirit which led 
men to take up the fight against those who were ruining 
Germany was far harder. In the War everyone knew in 
which battalion he had to march. These massed forma­
tions of the War were lacking in the domestic struggle. 
But in tiicir place each had a faith which to those who 
come after may perhaps appear fanatical.”

“ One thing indeed I know: all decisions have been for 
me easier than the one which I made on the 8th of 
November 1923. For the first time one had the con­
viction that it was not one’s personal fate which was at 
stake, but the fate of the whole German people.”

“ Our people had been more than heroic in the War. 
We know that; each one knows the bravery of his 
comrades. Each one of us who was then at the front 
knows what the German soldier achieved, and had to 
achieve. It is comprehensible: in the Great War every 
man more easily adapted himself to his task; thus for 
any war it is easier to gain a thousand volunteers than

1 German: ein unerhörtes Gluck. Cf. M K ., p. 177 (German), 
p. 145 (English).
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it is in time of peace to find ten men who must be pre­
pared to die. There are only two extremes: either war—  
and then one knows that life has little value— or peace, 
and then each man wishes to enjoy peace in his own 
way. And the wonderful thing is this; that from the 
German people after that people’s downfall at once men 
arose who refused to capitulate but were ready tu set 
themselves in opposition to those who were ruining 
Germany, and that not only with the weapons of the 
spirit, but with their own breasts.”

“ And thus there came a time when each individual 
had to decide for himself whether he should enter the 
Movement. If we wished to reach our goal, that could 
never be through theoretical expositions and scientific 
treatises; we could not remain behind closed doors: we 
must meet our opponents face to face on the street, in 
the factor)’, at any other opportunity. Everyone who 
wished to join us knew what lay before him, and yet at 
that time a number of German men— each for himself—  
took the decisive step. That decision was all the harder 
because their wfork was not surrounded by any halo of 
fame. While each man who took the field in 1914 and 
wore tfie honourable field-gray uniform could he assured 
of general respect, he who had put on the arm-band of 
the National Socialist could be Sure that he would be 
ridiculed and taunted by all. That arm-band was then no 
sign of honour: it rested with the wearer to make it that.”  

"So the decision was doubly difficult, since it was not 
associated with any recognition from those without the 
Movement, but only -with mockery and scorn. T he 
bourgeoisie laughed at us and despised us. They were 
convinced that wc were fit occupants for a madhouse, 
and were completely assured that for the present it 
was out of anyone’s power to help Germany: perhaps 
the children might one day do something. We of the
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present generation had no other task than to accustom 
ourselves, with what dignity we could muster, to Ger­
many's downfall and to accept the collapse.”

“ It was in very truth in the years 1920 and 1921 no
easy decision for nnv National Socialist to resolve to * *
enter a Movement which was so far removed from all 
else in the Germany of that day. It was at this time that 
the Movement wrote upon its standard the words: ‘Ger­
man v must live, even though we die.' The motto of 
the others was the exact opposite: ‘We shall live, even 
though Germany is destroyed.'”

"W e seemed to others to be purblind folk who knew 
not how to conduct politics, people without names, 
without property, without lineage. We know how at 
that time the little band grew, starting from this city. 
When to-day we let the years pass before our eyes in 
memory, it is a marvellous story that unfolds itself. W c 
entered upon the fight with the criminals, a fight against 
a powerful majority, to struggle for our view of the 
world ( Weltanschauung), a view of the world which even 
for ourselves at that time was perhaps rather dimly felt 
than clearly thought out in all its implications.”

"1920: we announced our programme for the first 
time and held our first larger meeting. Then this hall 
seemed to me ten times as big as it does to-day. We 
considered ourselves fortunate when it was sparsely 
occupied and when half of it was not merely gaping 
emptiness. Still in the year 1920, we could later hope 
for well-filled halls and could, for the first time, found 
a local centre {Ortsgruppe) outside Munich. Then came 
the year ”

*‘ 1921. We were bolder in our appearances on the 
streets. When the bourgeois did nothing I took the deci­
sion— which to myself seemed utterly foolhardy— to 
summon a meeting to protest against the ‘Diktat1 of
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Paris, and for that meeting to hire the Circus Krone.1 
And afterwards 1 had some anxiety— suppose the Circus 
were not filled, what then? So I hired a lorry, put 
on it the first twenty members of the Party, gave each 
of them a flag to carry, and told them to drive with 
placards through the streets. From the business point 
of view it was extremely risky. Further, I had 20,000 
broadsheets printed and they were distributed through 
Munich from this ‘national-Bolshevist’ lorry. The bour­
geois citizens looked on us with divided feelings. They 
thought of a revival of the Spariscisi revolution : they 
were not able to conceive that there could he wide differ­
ences between Red anti Red. The Reds, who saw things 
a little more clearly, were beside themselves with fury 
at this trespass on their domains. But when the evening 
came, the Circus was full. That was our first great 
gathering. And what an effort it needed to get to that 
point! Still masses of people streamed into the Circus 
and I had only some fifty or sixty stewards with whom 
I had to keep ordc*r in that gigantic building. However, 
order was maintained, and, lest the enthusiasm should 
cool down, I announced that we would shortly hold 
another meeting in the Circus. So the Parly grew and 
in course of time we could hold two or three meetings 
in the week. We learned how to dominate the great 
halls of Munich. Then came"

"1922. But meanwhile there occurred the first great 
fight in the hall where we were meeting. To-day we can 
laugh as we think of it, but then the existence of the 
Parly was at slake. The others had intended to trample 
us underfoot. Perhaps they were smitten with blind-

1 For the early Mass Demonstrations cf. MK., pp. 557 sqq. 
(German), pp. 411 sqq. (English). For the first meeting in the 
Circus Krone on 3 Feb. 1921, pp. 559 sqq. (German). PP- 412 
sqq. (English).
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ness. From these battles arose our Sturmabteilung 
(Storm Section— the SA.).”

” Witli the year 1922 the Movement gradually spread 
beyond Bavaria.1 In other towns local centres were 
founded and whole districts, as our opponents said, 
were ‘infected’ by us. And one day for the first time 
\vc held a demonstration of the National Socialist Free­
dom-Movement on the present Königsplatz.3 For the 
first time we marched to the Königsplatz; we spoke 
there; for the first time from Munich we took a special 
train to Coburg, and there with terrific strength of arm3 
\vc smashed the Red Terror to the horror of Ute bour­
geoisie who neither wished to understand nor could 
understand our action.”

“ And then began this 'cleaning up’ process, place by 
place, and our Movement grew, became stronger and 
stronger. It did not grow through men who have taken 
wisdom on lease, it was the masses who joined us first, 
the healthy elements in the people. If to-day a Storm- 
battalion of 1922 were to march through the streets 
everyone would ask, ‘Where have they been let out from ?’ 
That was the time when the majority came to our 
meetings without collars; they made a point of coming 
without collars. It was in this unparliamentary attire 
that we appeared before the public in those days. And 
even afterwards we remained very much of the people; 
and thus gradually— at least here in Munich— we became 
in fact so much a part of the people that the people could 
not any longer disown us.”

1 M K ., pp. 601 sqq, (German), pp. 441 sqq. (English),
3 M K ,, p. 613 (German), p. 449 (English),
1 German î mit bruehialcr Gewalt. For the Coburg expedition 

(Oct. 1922) c l.M K ., pp. 614 sqq. (German), pp. 449sqq. (English). 
For the account of Gottfried Schmitt, who took part in the affray, 
cf. H. A. Heinz, Germany's Hiller, London, Hurst and Blackett, 
1934- PP. >5* *<W-
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“ 1923. When the year 1923 came it was obvious: toe 
were the predominant Movement. In numbers, it is 
true, the others far surpassed us. But people did not sec 
them. They did not leave their olliecs and their council­
chambers. They possessed vast resources. But those 
who marched through the streets were either the Reds—  
or ourselves; and no one else. And we began our 
marches: the SA. grew larger and larger. And thus the 
year 1923 ran the course which we all know.”

"Already in the summer it was clear to us that on one 
side 01 the other in Germany the die must be cast. We 
felt at that time that we, although perhaps in numbers 
the weakest of the parties, were worth more than all the 
others. In the autumn, when events crowded one upon 
another, it became ever clearer that under the pressure 
of the occupation of the Ruhr certain unscrupulous 
scoundrels were trying after all to tear Germany asunder.r 
Then there grew up amongst us, I may say with me, 
the determination that, if it should rcallv come to this 
pass, then at least twenty-four hours before that step 
was taken we would seize the initiative* and would not 
wait until the other side should perhaps discover the 
courage to make up their minds— and to act. For one 
thing was clear: he who, in the inflation period, in this 
time of the collapse of everything and everyone, had the 
courage to come to u decision— he would have the people 
behind him. Had another [State] flag been raised, then 
the foreign Powers would have immediately declared 
‘We will no longer allow this "development of liberty” —  
this was the name given to the splitting up of Germany—  
to be once more checked by the attempt to restore the 
hegemony of one or other of the federated States.’ That 
wc knew. From this compelling consciousness of the

' For the "Putsch”  cf. pp. 149 sqq infra.
i German : das Gesetz des Handelns.
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fa le fui hour, and from the distress of this hour came with 
us the determination to act.’ 1

“ I need not now betray the details. That I will do 
when I have ceased to live. To-day it is not yet necessary 
for it to be known how precisely it came about. But I 
can quite dispassionately say: it was the most desperately 
daring decision of my life. When I now look back upon 
it in thought, I grow dizzy. The decision in one spot 
of Germany to open the attack and at one blow to take 
prisoner the whole of the enemy’s forces— it was a bold 
decision just because it meant that with the means one 
had— and they were small enough!— one must have the 
courage to assume power. Yet this decision was neces­
sary: it could not be escaped. No other action was 
possible. Someone in this hour had to oppose treason, 
had to set against these traitors the national watchword, 
It mattered not in the last resort who did it. We did it; 
I made the venture.”

“ But Fate meant well with us; Fate did not allow an 
action to succeed, which, if it had succeeded, must in 
die end have suffered shipwreck on the internal unpre­
paredness of the Movement, on its organization which 
was then so faulty, on its inadequate spiritual founda­
tions. To-day we know that. Then we played our part 
only with courage and bravery: it was with wisdom that 
Providence acted. But this bravery in action has not 
been in vain; for from it arose at last the great national 
Movement, that is to say that through this explosion with 
one blow the whole of Germany had its attention called 
to the Movement. While our opponents thought that 
they had destroyed us, in fact the seed of the Movement 
at a single blow was flung over the whole of Germany.”

“ When the great prosecution came, then we had the 
opportunity for the first time of championing our ideals 
before a vast German and international forum. We
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scorned to say, as did die others, 'That was never our 
intentimi’ ; no, we said: ‘Our aim was to destroy those 
who w ere betraying Germany. The only misfortune is 
that we have not succeeded.’ Ac that lime we solemnly 
declared: ‘Ours is the responsibility, and that responsi­
bility \vc accept. We have only one regret: that we have 
failed.’ ” *

“ When we stood to meet the charge in the first prose­
cution and fought our fight to the end, it went without 
saying— for all of us were leaders in the Movement—  
that each would admit his action and himself take full 
responsibility for every tiling. But one anxiety I did 
have. After us came some hundred members o f the 
Party, small Shock-Troop men, members of single sec­
tions of the SA. They, too, were dragged before the 
judge. I was myself in prison when these trials began to 
run their course. And I had only one anxiety- —that 
under the pressure of arrest, questioning, and the whole 
method of conducting the trial one or the other might 
perhaps give way, might seek to save himself, and might 
plead 'I have been guiltless: I have acted under com­
pulsion. 1 could not help myself.’ "

“ My heart overflowed with joy when I saw the first 
report of these trials, when I read in the Munich Post—  
which was sent to us at the time— ‘The men of the 
Shock-Troops arc just as insolent and shameless as was 
their lord and master.’ Then I knew that Germany was 
not lost. That spirit would gnaw its way through any­
thing! Such a spirit they can no longer destroy. And 
out of these Shock-Troop men and these SA. men were 
later formed the greatest organizations of the German 
Movement— the SA. and the SS. And the spirit has 
remained: it has ever and again proved itself ten thousand 
.—a hundred thousand-fold."

1 Cf. p. 1 S3 infra.
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“ That is what we owe to these men who died: the 
example which they gave in Germany in the darkest 
hour. For when in this city we marched out, wre knew 
already that this was no longer a triumphal march. Wc 
went in the conviction that this was the end, in one way 
or another. 1 know of one who on the steps as we set 
out said, T h is  is now the finish’. Every one in himself 
carried with him this conviction,”

“ And at this moment I must not forget to mention 
one man who to-day is not with us, whom at that time I 
begged not to march at our head, General L.udcndorff,and 
who gave me as his answer *1 shall stand at the head* and 
who placed himself in the first line. That was the spirit 
which in spite of their presentiment inspired these men 
of our band. And when this blood had flowed, the first 
act of the German drama was ended. Nothing more 
could be done. For now the force of law stood, armed, 
against the German Movement for Freedom. And now 
of necessity came the realization that in Germany this 
way was closed to us: it was a thing of the past. And 
then comes the second immense service of those who 
fell. For nine years I had to figlit under constitu­
tional forms for power in Germany. Many others had 
already attempted this before me. But because they 
preached legality they gained for their movement only 
the weaklings, only the cowards. The revolutionary 
spirits, those who were prepared to act, stood outside 
of their ranks. If I had not in 1923 attempted to carry 
through this revolution, if I had not made the coup d’état, 
if blood had not then flowed, if so many had not died in 
the attempt, then it would have been impossible for me 
to say through all those nine years, ‘From henceforth the 
battle will be fought only within the law*— or at least I 
should have gained only the half-hearted. It was only 
this which later gave me the strength resolutely to keep
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to this course which came to he recognized as the only 
right course to pursue. There were many who opposed 
me-—we know it from the history of the Party—-they 
objected, ‘How can one keep within the law?’ But I 
could say to them: ‘ Gentlemen, what is it you want? Do 
you want to teach me how to fight ? Where were you 
when we opened our attack? I need no lessons from 
you on revolution or legality. I have been through all 
that long ago. You had not spurred up enough courage, 
so hold your tongues now!' ” *

“ Thus it was possible for me to build up a Movement 
composed of men who yet were prepared to follow the 
one, the only possible way. And to that we owe more 
than I can say. Fnr wc do not live alone in the world. 
About us are powerful States who regard every rise in 
Germany’s fortunes with ill will. We can hold our own 
in face of them only if we are strong not merely in our 
own outlook on the world, but also in arms. And one 
thing was clear: we could not make Germany strong in 
arms if we destroyed the institution which supplies those 
arms: that institution, intact in its close-knit unity, must 
be reconciled with the National Socialist idea and with 
the realization of this idea, and thus wc could found this 
new alliance which has made it possible for Germany to 
appear once more in all her strength before the whole 
world. That I saw at the moment in which the shots rang 
out here in this city. If you will read again my final 
speech in the great prosecution you will be in a position 
to say that as a prophet I foreshadowed the only possible 
way for progress in the future, that I have publicly de­
clared what that way was and have resolutely followed 
it for nine years. I could thus follow it only because 
this action happened first, because previously men had 
died for this way.”

1 Cf. p. 162 infra.
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“ When yesterday a new war-flag for the Reich was 
hoisted, this was a highly significant event. Just think: 
over a period of some two thousand years we can follow 
the German people in history, and never in the course 
of history has this people possessed this single formation 
both in the conceptions of its thought and in its action 
which it possesses to-day. For the first time since Ger­
mans appeared in the world there is a single Reich, 
dominated by a single view of the world, protected by 
a single army and all that united under a single flag. In 
very truth, the cerecloths of these sixteen dead have 
celebrated a resurrection which is unique in the history 
of the world. They have become the banners of their 
people’s freedom. The miracle is that from their sacrifice 
arose this mighty unity in Germany, this victory of a 
Movement, of an idea, and to this the whole people is 
pledged. And all that, the whole of our debt, is bound 
up with these first men. For if at that time I had found 
no one to step forward to champion the cause of the 
Reich at the cost of their bodies and their lives, then in 
after years, too, this would have become impossible. 
For all those who later sacrificed their blood were in­
spired by the sacrifice of these first men.’' 1

“ It is for this reason that we raise them high above 
the darkness of forgetfulness and place them for ever 
in the great mindfulness of the German people. With 
these sixteen dead our foes thought that they had killed 
the National Socialist Movement, while in fact they have 
but awakened the blood-stream which from that day 
began to flow with an ever increasing force. To-day 
this bond, the arm-band of those days, embraces the 
whole German people, embraces other Germans, too, far 
beyond the frontiers of the Reich. For to-day, wherever 
there are Germans— and that is again the wondrous fact

1 For the Martyrs of the Movement cf. p. 158 infra.
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— there men see no other sign of their unity than that 
sign which you, my fellow-members of the Party and 
my fellow-countrymen, even in those days bore on your

Marm.
“ And it is truly a miracle to trace this development 

of our Movement. To posterity it will appear as a fairy­
tale. A people is shattered and then a small company 
of unknown men arises and begins an Odvsscy of wan­
derings which begins in fanaticism, which in fanaticism 
pursues its course. Only a few years later and already 
from these few men, from these unknown, nameless 
folk, numerous battalions have been formed, and again 
years later from these battalions regiments and divisions 
have been created; local centres have become districts 
(Kreise) and shires (Gente). A few more years pass and 
this Movement sends many delegates into the repre­
sentative bodies. And resolutely it fights its fight on 
the streets. Again and again new victims fall out of the 
ranks. Thousands are wounded, but none the less the 
stream grows in volume, and the Movement struggles 
through to power, and then it sets its standard over a 
whole State. A wonderful journey! History will record 
it as one of the most wonderful, one of the most remark­
able happenings in the history of the world. It will seek 
for comparisons and analogies, but it will hardly find a 
parallel— that in so few years, from such a birth a whole 
people and its State could be completely conquered.” 

“ This is the miracle which we have wrought. We are 
the fortunate ones, for we need not to learn the story 
from books: we have been chosen by Fate to live this 
miracle in our own experience. We, my comrades in the 
fight, can be proud that history has called us to such a 
mission. Many years ago I said to my followers : ‘Perhaps 
one or another of you asks, “ And what after all shall 
the reward be?” My party-comrade, some time the day
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will come, and when it comes, then you will be specially 
proud of this ai m-band : on it you will inscribe the year 
in which your illumination came, and you will be happy 
to be able to say, “ I was there since such and such a 
year1'.’ That it is which unites us so closely, which 
welds us together. Posterity will one day learn the 
lesson, but we can say, ‘We have been there; this is of 
our making!' ”

“ Other generations— they learn of sagas of heroes, of 
the expeditions of heroes: we have lived this saga, we 
have marched together on the expedition. Whether die 
name of anv one of us is preserved to posterity, that 
matters not. We are all bound together in one single 
mighty happening. That will remain. That will never 
more Fade away in Germany, and from the sacrifices of 
the first fighters there will ever come anew the strength 
for sacrifice. Therefore our gratitude towards those who 
first sacrificed themselves is imperishable. Imperish­
able, because the Movement is imperishable, and be­
cause the Movement must ever remember to whom it 
owes everything.” 1

In the closing speech at the Nuremberg Parteitag of 
September i<)34 Hitler said:

The Parties by the limited range of their interests 
could never hope to win the whole country: even parties 
with a programme apparently founded on a religious 
basis were in this position. "For instance the Centre 
Party, however successful its political activity, could 
never hope to be able to win more adherents than the 
total number of the Catholics in Germany; that means 
that the Party, which was bound to definite confessional 
obligations, was on any human calculation incapable for 
all time of realizing its particular aims and wishes within 

1 VJB.t t i  Nov. IQ3S-
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the framework of a parliamentary democracy working 
on the principle of majorities except through the creation 
of such a majority, i.c. through compromises with other 
political groups whose programmes and aims must of 
necessity be opposed to its own and which in fact were 
partially so opposed. Social Democracy again fought 
for a programme which from the first in its Marxist­
Socialist form contemplated only one section of the 
nation— the so-called Proletariat— as the object of its 
professed concern, and thus in exactly the same way was 
nailed down and fixed as but the representation of a 
minority. Here, too, so far as one could foresee, political 
leadership could be won only through the adoption of 
understandings in the nature of compromises with the 
other— in this case the bourgeois— parties. The firms 
which carried on a liberal and democratic policy ad­
dressed so small a forum of consumptive intellectuals 
that from the outset any belief that their parties could 
obtain a sovereign or exclusive power was out of the 
question. They were by their very nature dependent 
upon allies, and were prepared through compromise to 
pay for the help of these allies, as best they might, by 
sacrificing some part of their own ideal.”

The result of this system was ‘‘a parliamentary poli­
tical truce” (der parlamentarisch-politische Waffenstill­
stand). Hitler then went on to speak of the second group 
of parties— those which represented particular economic 
interests. “ Industry, commerce, agriculture, the middle 
class, shareholders, officials, employees, &c., were 
dragged into the political game of their own parties with 
the sole object of being able to stay the ruin of these 
classes which were incontestably necessary for the life 
of the nation” . . . .

“ The character of this our former world of political 
parties must be understood if one is to comprehend the
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meaning of this parliamentary democracy and vice versa: 
\vc can thus state

(i) that in these formations, despite all their talk, 
there was hardly a trace of a Weltanschauung’,

(ii) that in view of the whole mental content of these 
parties and their composition they were incapable 
of ever awakening the interest of the nation for a 
single great aim or of winning for that aim the 
nation as a whole;

(iii) that they had not the least intention, in the interest 
of securing for the parties any higher idea or aim, 
to sacrifice those business possibilities which with 
their capitalistic skill it was not difficult for them 
to discover in the political divisions of the body of 
the people.”

“ It was, in consequence, to be expected that the tie 
which connected these parties with the people could 
only be a loose one, and such in fact it always was. Only 
in times of crisis did they suddenly recall to mind the 
poor elector and give some thought to him in assemblies 
gathered together with more or less skill or naïveté. For 
the rest it was the task of the Press to maintain the 
divisions of the people and to see to it that the wounds 
caused by these divisions were kept open. For Parteitage 
this mass of humanity was of no use. For at these 
gatherings there was no word about the party’s Welt­
anschauung : it was only party tactics that were discussed, 
i.e. it was debated and decided how far compromise- 
transactions could be concluded with the mass of the 
electors who were already committed to their differing 
outlooks on the world. So in the party gatherings, with 
their programmes, of course, carefully determined be­
forehand, there were frequent moments of tension when 
amongst the illustrious political leaders no unanimous 
decision could be reached on the assignment of duties
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or when some felt it pmdent to adopt the pretence of 
opposition in order not to lose those electors who were 
showing threatening signs of discontent. Nothing but 
imposture!”

The National Socialist appeal was fundamentally dif­
ferent from that of the Marxist and bourgeois parties and 
so was the Movement itself: “ liven when it was only 
seven members strong it already proclaimed two 
principles:

(i) it wanted to be a party with a real Weltanschauung, 
and

(ii) it aimed at gaining sole power in Germany and that 
aim was to be realized without compromises. . .

“  . . . When the National Socialist Party appealed for 
the first time to the German people it resolutely refused 
to pledge itself to champion the cause of any separate 
group which was committed to the support either of 
religious or economic interests within the nation: its 
appeal was from the first directed to the heroic instincts 
of the people. It did not set its hopes upon those who 
always consider only the advantage of their own business 
or keep in view the members of the group associated 
with them; the National Socialist Party looked to those 
idealists whom others so often mock as visionaries 
(Phantasten) who without regard to their own interests, 
with faith in their hearts, cling to their people and their 
Reich and arc ready if necessary to sacrifice their own 
existence to the eternal life of people and of Reich.” 

“This appeal could not be understood by the 'promi­
nent leaders* of our old parties, because by far the 
greatest part of them had in their own hearts no trace 
of such a spirit. And just as they themselves before such 
a watchword stood without a glimmering of under­
standing, so they thought that they could safely prophesy 

1 Cf. M K., book ii, cl>. 8. Sec pp. 125 supra, 146 infra.
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that we should succeed no better with the people. And 
yet they were completely mistaken! For if the German 
people as a whole had been composed only of those 
values which in their own parties they considered for 
political purposes to be of use and service, then there 
would never have arisen a German people. For eco­
nomic groups to be formed in the course of the centuries 
— in itself the condition for the rise of political parties 
representing similar interests— it was essential that 
during thousands of years idealists should have created 
the foundations for the life of peoples and of States and 
thereby also created the foundations of economic life. 
For if it be true that the German people is composed ■ 
of elements of which a great part cannot be regarded as 
originally capable of supporting, much less of creating 
the Slate, then the significance of that part of the people 
which out of this conglomerate of different races did in 
the end create a people which could win successes even 
in the economic sphere is to be rated all the higher and 
valued accordingly.”

“ And this part of the people has by no means disap­
peared; it lives still in our midst and that, too, in all 
social strata of the nation. It is not the product of any 
single stratum of society and certainly not to be identified 
with any such stratum. Least of all is it confined to that 
body which has arisen as the result of the economic 
development— the bourgeoisie— but it represents that 
racial core in which at all times in our people the State­
building capacity found its embodiment. It is the factor 
which maintains a type of character which is at once 
idealistic and heroic and also practical and ready for 
vigorous action. Thus often for decades it can pass un­
observed in political life; it may appear to be entirely 
lost, particularly when weaklings and incapables hold 
the stage. But it once more comes into view as a living
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force directly those notes are struck which awake an 
echo in its own heart. When therefore the National 
Socialist Movement first sounded its battle-fanfare, 
immediately from alt strata of the nation’s life came the 
volunteers who were our first fighters” . . . .

“ Thus a new Party was formed, that is true; its 
membership was limited, but its leaders and its fighters 
were not to be measured by any economic standards: 
they possessed the essential quality of leadership. But 
the people which before then had grown hesitant, since 
it had been continuously betrayed by its own parties 
representing class, economic, and other interests, now 
turned with a sure instinct to those who, disregarding all 
economic limitations, simply on the ground of the value 
of their innermost conviction could rightly raise a claim 
to general leadership. And not only the people felt this 
instinctive attraction, but in the end the leaders and 
heads of this old party-world themselves shared that 
feeling. Unable to crush us, for half a decade they lived, 
now in the hope of a miracle, and now in fear of their 
own destruction. The only lucid intervals in their lives 
were those in which a dazed recognition of the danger of 
the National Socialist Party began to dawn upon them. 
Their artificial scorn of the Movement was but the 
attempt to stifle with mockery and laughter that recog­
nition which held them by the throat” . . . .

“Thus the minority of the National Socialist M ove­
ment as a Party cannot be compared with the former 
minorities of our opponents.. . .  As a Party we were com­
pelled to remain in a minority since we were mobilizing 
the most valuable elements in the nation— the fighters, 
those who were ready for sacrifice— and these have 
always formed not the majority, but the minority” . . . .

“And because we were racially the most valuable sec­
tion of the German nation, because we proudly valued
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ourselves as such, because we courageously, boldly de­
manded that to us should be entrusted the leadership of 
the Reich and of the people, the people in ever growing 
numbers joined us and acknowledged our leadership. 
Its innermost consciousness rightly told it that its better 
self had found in the National Socialist Party its point 
of concentration and its expression. Thus it was thatour 
Movement as an ‘historic minority’ could grasp supre­
macy in Germany in understanding with and with the 
will of the overwhelming majority of the German nation. 
And as soon as the Government of the Reich was finally 
united with the leadership of the Party then there hap­
pened the miracle which most profoundly shattered the 
illusions of our foes.’1

"T hey all calculated, deceived by their own experi­
ences, that after a few months of National Socialist 
government the German people would be disillusioned 
and return to its former party divisions. . . . But the 
German people after a year and a half has continuously 
devoted itself only the more completely to the Move­
ment in the heart of which it recovered its best self, its 
best characteristics."1

In his Speech on the Anniversary of the Foundation of 
the National Socialist Party delivered in Munich, 24 
February 1934— an Address to the Old Guard on the early 
days of the Movement— Hitler said:

“ History is not made by changing names but by 
changing principles. New principles had to be formu­
lated and only new men could represent these principles : 
new organizations must grow up from these principles. 
We were convinced that new forces must be won, forces 
which were present in the depths of the nation but could

' F.Z., 12 Sept. 1934.
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not until then be brought into action. Only one method 
was possible: to begin in a very small way to form the 
organizations which should support the new future—  
which became gradually a State within the State. In the 
eyes of the bourgeoisie what seemed to be our heaviest 
handicap was that we numbered in our ranks not a single 
one of the former politicians who hail great names. . . . 
For us and for the young Movement that was precisely 
our ground for hoping for a great future. The ‘great’ 
men of the past— they had for their activity already re­
ceived their historic discharge; it was essential that the 
leadership of Germany’s fortunes should now' be taken 
in hand by quite different, young men, who were bur­
dened by no past: and something else was necessary—  
that these men should come from the Front, from those 
who for four and a half years had represented German life 
at its bravest; not out of the stagnant swamp of our old 
parties could salvation come for Germany: it could come 
only from that part of the nation which had decently 
done its duty.”  Thus was formed the new Party, and 
from the first the decision was taken that there were to 
be no compromises and coalitions with the old parties. 
“ The new Party had to he filled with the thought of its 
exclusiveness: it must be in fact intolerant.' From the 
day of its creation it must formulate a profession of 
political faith, and it must be filled by the iron prin­
ciple that it w'ould suffer no political rival to exist in Ger­
many. If the Party were to realize its aim, then it must 
create a new German people, a new community of the 
German people. From this conception the Move­
ment must draw a new idealism: . . .  it must also 
bring home to the German people that of which it had 
given proof as a people of soldiers during four years in 
the face of the world: for heroism is essential, not 

1 C f. p. 142 supra.
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only on the battle-field but also on the soil of the home­
land". . . .

“ In a few years wc have shown doubters that our 
people possesses brilliant political organizers and admi­
rable speakers. Some were always saying that the Ger­
man never could learn how to unite with others; we 
could point them to the most united organization in 
the whole of German history, From the very outset it 
seemed to us essential to turn our backs on the so-called 
4 Up per Ten Thousand’ and instead to appeal to the 
people. He who seeks loyalty and faith, confidence, 
fanaticism, and resolute devotion must seek them where 
such virtues arc still to be found. And they are to be 
found only in the great mass of this people. There, 
only there, rules this faithful trust, this blind devotion, 
this lovait y, and this heroic courage in the championship 
of an ideal.' And when someone from the intellectual 
class objected: ‘You have not any “ heads“ , how do you 
expect to become the masters of Germany’s destiny?’ 
then our answer was: It is far better to go without the 
apparent ’heads’ and to have the people on one’s side 
than to possess these 'heads’ and to lose the people. 
He who knows only such ‘heads' as these will soon find 
himself in an airless room. But he who can call a people 
his own will find that from the people new heads are 
constantly arising. Thus it is that in the course of a few 
years our Movement gradually drew from the millions 
of our people those who fought in the front rank for the 
new State, gave to unknown men a name, and saw them 
ripen into supporters of Germany's future, so that to-day,

1 For the necessity (if gaining the masses in support of a revo­
lutionary movement cf. AIK., pp. 108-17 (Gentian), pp. 94 sqq. 
(English). For the uselessness of the supine middle classes os the 
support of a revolutionary movement cf. AIK .. pp. s&O 590 
(German); pp. 4=7, 433 (English). The new Party anti its appeal 
to the masses AIK., p. 227 (German), p. 180 (English).
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after not quite fifteen years, the Party is able to take in 
its strong hands1 the destiny of the people."1

In his speech at the celebration of the 15th anniversary 
of the “ German Day" in Coburg {15 October 1937) Hitler 
said: "Our prescription at that time ran: If you will not 
voluntarily allow us to speak, then we will compel you 
by force to do so. This fight of the force of reason 
against the democracy lasted for two days. And after 
two days this reason, supported by the will of a thousand 
German men, won the victory'. And thus the battle for 
this town became a milestone in the history of our 
Movement. Acting on this prescription wc cleared 
the way for the advance of the National Socialist idea 
throughout the whole Reich and thereby we won 
Germany."1

Note
For a good summary of die aims of the Movement sec a speech 

delivered at Stockholm on 14 May 1935 by Hess: Reden, Munich, 
Eher, 193S, pp. 100-19, and for the early days of the Movement 
cf. ibid., pp. 156 sqq., 214-17. *

* G e r m a n :  Faust: " f i s t “’— a w o rd  fo r  w h ic h  H it le r  h a s  a  s p e c ia l  
fo n d n e s s .

- F.Z., 27 F e b .  19 3 4 . 1 F.Z., 1 7  O c t .  1 9 3 7 .
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Note
The accounts of the abortive revolution in Munich of November 
1923 are very numerous: it will suffice to refer to the account of 
Joseph licrchtold (who took part in it) as given in H. A. Heinz, 
Germany's Hitler, London, Hurst & Blackett, 1934. ch, 9; to 
General Ludendorff, A uf dem IVeg zur Feldherrnhalle. Lebens­
erinnerungen an die Zeit da  9. I I .  1923 mit Dokumenten in 5 
Anlagen, Munich, Ludendorffs Verlag, 1937; to Rochm’s Me­
moirs of which the only text accessible to me is Die Memoiren 
des Stabschef Rühm, Saarbrücken, Uranus Verlag [ 19341 > 
Konrad Heiden, Hitler, London, Constable, 1936» PP- 139~73 
(German original: Adolf Hitler, i, Zürich, Europa Verlag, 1936, 
pp. 146-79); Rudolf Olden, Hitler the Pawn, London, Gollancz, 
1936, pp. 115-42 (German original: Hitler, Amsterdam, Querido 
Verlag, (935, pp. 95-119.) There is an interesting pamphlet (lent 
to me by Dr. Olden): Veni Vidi, Ludendorff in Bayern oder der 
N ot ember put sch, Dillingcn-Donau, Veduka Verlag, 1924 (written 
in December 1923),

Documents'. Mobilization order to SA., the Reichsflagge, and 
Oberland forming the Kampfbund. Proclamation of the Revo-' 
lutionary Bavarian Government; Proclamation of von Kahr that 
his participation had been extorted from him at the point of the 
pistol. Order for dissolution of NSDAP. Richtlinien for the 
Vtilkisch-Sozialcr Block 1924 (=  disguised NSDAP.), &c., repro­
duced in Wille und Macht 5 (1937): Heft 17.

The annual celebration of the unsuccessful “ Putsch” of 
5-9 November 1923 has become the great day of the com­
memoration of the Martyrs of the National Socialist Move­
ment. Hitler regularly each year has addressed the Old 
Guard in the Hall of the Bürgerbräu: these speeches gene­
rally have followed a single pattern, though those of 1937 
and 193S were largely devoted to a review of foreign policy. 
I  have compared the speeches of the years 1933 to 1938 
and have sought to translate from them the passages of

5 . T H E  “ P U T S C H ” O F  8 - 9  N O V E M B E R  1 9 2 3
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special interest; for a translation of the speech made at the 
Anniversary Celebration of 1935 see p. 126.

Hitler, in his speech at Munich on 9 November 1933, at 
the unveiling of the Memorial to those killed in the "Putsch”  
of 1923 said: “ Since the Revolution of November 1918 
had broken the laws which were formerly in force, it 
could not be expected of us that we should regard the 
Revolution as a legal constitution. . . .  So in November 
1923 we marched, filled with the faith that we should 
succeed in overthrowing those who were responsible for 
November 1918, in annihilating the men who were 
responsible for the untold misfortune of our people. 
But then Fate decided otherwise; to-day, after ten years, 
wc can consider that time dispassionately, We know 
that we all stood under this command of Fate, that we 
were assuredly but the instruments of a Higher Power. 
It was not right that it should succeed : the time was not 
yet ripe. That which then pained us most was the 
division which arose between those forces in whose 
ranks we, too, once had stood and the forces which the 
nation needed for its liberation... . Ten y ears have passed, 
and for me to-day my greatest happiness lies in the fact 
that the hope of those days is fulfilled and that we now 
stand side by side— the representatives of our army and 
the representatives of our people, that we have become 
one and that this unity in Germany will never break in 
pieces” . . . .

“ Could our dead of the 9th of November rise again 
they would weep for joy that now the German army and 
the awakened German people have found their way to 
unity. . . . Because to-day we are binding into one the 
whole strength of the nation we can now give to the dead 
their eternal rest.” 1

1 V.B., 10 Nov. 1933.
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Or as he expressed it in another speech at the same 

anniversary celebration :
“ We never thought to carry through a revolt against 

the army ( Wehrmacht) of our people: it was with it that 
we believed we should succeed.’’ 1

In his speech at the Anniversary Celebration of the year 
1934 Hitler said:

“ The meaning of 8 and 9 November 1923 lies for us 
in the fact that then this Movement proved its internal 
hardness, its power of resistance. . . . How came it that 
we survived this catastrophe? The Movement at that 
time fulfilled an historic command, and to those folk of 
to-day who always know better than other people we 
have one thing only to say: All of you have failed 
to read your Clausewitz, or if you have read him you 
liavc not understood how to apply him to the present 
time. Clausewitz writes that even after an heroic col­
lapse a reconstruction is always possible. Only cowards 
give themselves up, and that cowardice works on and 
spreads like a drop of poison stealing through the body. 
And thus one comes to recognize that it is always better 
if necessary' to accept an end with dread than to suffer 
a dread which has no end” . . . .

“ Believe me, the decisive question is, firstly, whether 
one must fight an opponent, and, secondly, whether one 
can bear to remain even if one is not victorious. One 
can always bear victories : the question is only how one 
bears defeats. When distress, when catastrophes come, 
then, and only then, can one tell whether there are real 
men at the head. That was then the decisive question 
for us. Then we had to fight." We wanted as a party 
to overthrow the November criminals and to build up 
a new State, but not on a parliamentary foundation.

1 V.B., 10 Nov. 1933,-
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This meant that \vc must have the best material in our 
followers: “ one cannot make any such attempt with 
cowards.”

“ But the best men arc won only when they know with­
out a doubt that the battle will be fought for life or death. 
And one could not merely talk for ever: one day one 
must act. For in the last resort it is only action that com­
pels men to come beneath its spell.”  T he danger was 
that others should act first : men were saying, "North G er­
many is Bolshevist anyhow: we must therefore separate 
from the North. Wc must leave the North to burn itself 
out. Only after that can we join up with the North again. 
They knew quite well how to cut themselves off from 
the North, but they troubled themselves very' little to 
consider how they should come together again. And for 
that reason we were determined to act first. We did not 
want at that time a coup d’etat; hut on one point my 
mind was made up: if the other side went so far that I 
knew they would strike, then 1 would let fly four days 
before. Ifanyonesaystomc, ‘Yes, but the consequences!’ 
then I answer, ‘The consequences could not be worse 
than they would have been if wc had not acted.’ ”

“ After our rising there were people who said: ‘Well, 
now the National Socialist bomb has exploded!’ Yes, 
yes, but this bomb was filled with seeds which were 
then thrown out and spread over the whole of Germany. 
The really important thing was that we saved the idea. 
It is not decisive whether one conquers: what is neces­
sary is that one must with heroism and courage make 
oneself responsible for the consequences. And after 
the fight wc did make ourselves responsible for the 
consequences.”

“ When the Kapp ‘Putsch’1 was at an end and those

1 On the Kapp Putsch cf. R. T . Clark, The Fall of the Gerwin« 
Republic, London, Allen & Unwin, 1935, pp. 65 sqq., and Ludwig



who were responsible for it were brought before the 
Republican courts, then each held up his hand' and 
swore that he knew nothing, had intended nothing, 
wished nothing. That was what destroyed the bourgeois 
world— that they had not the courage to stand by their 
act, that they had not the courage to step before the 
judge and say: Yes, that was what we wanted to do: we 
wanted to destroy this State, we wanted to drive these 
men away because wc wanted to liberate Germany. 
This courage they lacked and therefore they have suffered 
shipwreck.” 2

Hitler drew the contrast presented by the National 
Socialists (cj. the extract translated on p. 134): our 
courage at that time ‘‘saved the idea and the Movement. 
This will and this faith remained the same even when 
we sat within prison walls. I can tell my opponents that 
those thirteen months did them great damage: those 
thirteen months gave me time for consideration. What 
they have experienced in the last two years was born 
then in Landsberg.” 3

In the speech of TÇ36 Hitler said: "The ‘Putsch’ was 
the fanatical decision of the young Party to build up a 
new Germany. That was assuredly in the eyes of many 
an almost insane decision. Certainly at that time there 
was not a 51 per cent.4 probability of success on our side, 
but there was a 99 per cent, probability in favour of our 
opponents.”

"When in 1923 for the first time we determined to 
act wc had already behind us a long history of prepara-

Schemann, Wolfgang Kapp und das Märsunternehmen vom Jahre 
■ lf)20. Ein Wort der Sühnt. Munich and Berlin, Lehmann, 1937.

1 German : den Schiuurfinger.
Cf. p. 134 supra. 3 V.B., 10 Nov. 1934.

4 A  reference to von Lossow's remark that he needed a 51 per 
cent, probability of success before he would strike.
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tions for a ‘Putsch’ . I can confess quite calmly that from 
1919 to 1923 I thought of nothing else than a coup d'état.
. . . And although \vc were defeated, this attempt to turn 
the destiny of Germany was an absolute necessity, for 
one could not talk of revolution for four years and then 
let the decisive day pass without action, as did the 
‘National Associations’ . The Government of that day 
had come to power through violence and it was through 
violence that it had to be destroyed.” '

In the speech of 1937 Hitler said:
“ At that time our opponents intended to raise a re­

volution about the 12th of November, and a Bavarian 
revolution at that, and to cart^ it through under the 
watchword, ‘The Burning out of the Bolshevist North 
and the temporary separation of Bavaria’ . As soon as I 
heard this, I knew that the hour of Germany’s destiny 
was approaching. Then I formed the resolution to strike 
four days before our opponents and so to seize for our 
side the initiative."1

“ That the attempt failed was perhaps the greatest 
good fortune of my life and the greatest good fortune 
for the German nation.. .  . The splitting up of Germany 
was finally prevented, for in order to get rid of us the 
help of the North of Germany was needed, and thus 
separation was stopped. And yet wc could not be 
silenced: as though by an explosion our ideas were 
hurled over the whole of Germany and thus my 
decision was justified.” 3

Or as Hitler expressed it in the speech of 193S: " I  
did not deceive myself!. I did not suffer shipwreck. I 
merely suffered a severe blow, but from this blow the

1 V.B., 10 Nov. 1936.
- German : das Gesetz des Handelns.
> V.B., io  Nov. 1937.
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Party ami therefore Germany have only emerged the 
st ronger.” 1

The significance of the "Putsch” for Hitler himself he 
expressed in his speech in

“ It was for me a very hard decision— to take the 
Bavarian Government prisoner and to declare a national 
revolution in Germany. For the first time one had to 
decide on a question of life and death on one’s own 
responsibility with no one to give one orders. And I 
believe that that, too, was a good thing, for during the 
last three and a half years I have been forced to make 
many very difficult decisions in matters where often the 
destiny of the whole nation was at stake. I have never 
unfortunately had the famous 51 per cent.1 of security."

"Often one had a 95 per cent, probability of failure 
and onl v a 5 per cent, probability of success. But perhaps 
this S November 1923 made it easier for me to make 
dangerous decisions.” 3

But the Putsch of 1923 had its peculiar significance in the 
fact that its failure led Hitler to insist on a policy of strict 
legality in the future struggle of the Party (see p. 161 infra.), 
and he further was led to see the necessity of preparing the 
way for saving over into the veto National Socialist State 
the existing institutions: this is expressed in Hitler’s speech 
at the commemoration in 1936:

From the failure of the Putsch we drew a great lesson 
for the future: “ We recognized that it is not enough to 
overthrow the old State, but that the new State must 
previously have been built up and be practically ready 
to one’s hand.4 And so only a few days after the collapse

' V .3 ., 10 Nov. 1938. 3 Cf. p. 153 supra.
1 V.B., 10 Nov. 1936.
1 This is a highly significant passage ; with it should bo compared
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I formed a new decision: that now without any haste 
the conditions must be created which would exclude 
the possibility of a second failure. Later you lived 
through another revolution— the revolution which took 
place here in Munich on 9 March 1933 and a day earlier 
elsewhere in the Reich. But what a difference between 
the two revolutions! In 1933 it was no longer a question 
of overthrowing a Slate by an act of violence: mean­
while the new State had been built up and all that there 
remained to do was to destroy the last remnants of the 
old State— and that took but a few hours.”

Hitler then recurred to his favourite theme of the rash­
ness of the attempt of (923: how could they have hoped 
with their small band to build up the new State while 
even the few who were with them were quite untrained ? 
“ But in 1933 1 had behind me by far the greatest orga­
nization which Germany ever possessed, a Movement 
which was built up from the smallest cells until it had 
become an organization embracing the whole Reich. 
This mighty reconstruction of the Party contributed to 
create the most important condition for taking over 
power in the State and maintaining it securely. And this 
alone made it possible for us to venture for a second 
time on revolution— and crowned that venture with 
success” . . . .

M K . ,  p, 503 (German), p. 376 (English) : the National Socialist 
Movement must make the principles laid down by Hitler in Book II, 
ch. iv, of M K .  its own and must put them to practical application 
within its own organizations so that one day it may not only give 
these same principles to be the guide of the new State but that 
when that day comes it may put at the service of the State the 
completed body of its own State: "Sondern ihm (i.e. the State) 
auch bereits den vollendeten Körper ihres eigenen Staates zur 
Verfügung stellen kann“ (Murphy's English translation obscures the 
point of the passage). See also MK. ,  p. 673 (German), pp. 487-8 
(English): “ All the future institutions of the State which is to be 
must grow up out of the Movement itself.” Cf. p. 218 iiifra.
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"T h e experience of the year 1923 produced later the 
miracle that we could effect a revolution without in the 
least disturbing domestic order or bringing the life of 
our people into danger." Hitler contrasted the violence 
of the revolution in Spain with the order and discipline oj 
the revolution in Germany. “We have conquered our 
State without, I believe, the breaking of a window-pane.1 
That was possible only thanks to thorough preparation 
and the building up of the Party". . . .

"And the greatest miracle of all: it is perhaps due 
solely to the experience of 1923 that we were able to sail 
round the rock which faces any revolution such as ours, 
vise, the problem of our relation to the existing so-called 
‘legal instruments of power' of the State. Previously 
there were perhaps many who said to themselves: ‘Yes, 
but when the Party has won power in the State, what 
will it do with the army and the police? Will it be able 
at all to bring these institutions over into the new State?’ 
I have always had the conviction that a new revolution 
can only be finally successful when it is able not merely 
to bring with it into the new State these organizations, 
but also to associate them with the new State for better 
or for worse. That is certainly a harder task than simply 
to destroy these instruments as such. It is much harder 
to effect a revolution and to harness these institutions 
to the service of the new idea and even to make them 
stronger than they were before. Perhaps the achieve­
ment of which I am personally most proud and which 
history will one day assuredly value most highly is that 
I succeeded not only in not breaking up the army but 
in making of it the cadre (Kader) for the new army of 
the German people. . . .  As soldiers we began this 
struggle; we finished it as politicians. But the wonder 
of this struggle is that we now could give afresh to the 

1 Cf. § ro. The Model Revolution.
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German people its old army. And so, just as formerly the 
old army fought for the old Reich so, if ever the call 
should come, will the new army wage war and fight for 
the new Reich.’*1

“ Rut there is one difference: when the old army took 
the field it was armed against all weapons save only 
against the propaganda of disintegration. To-day the 
army carries with it the talisman of political immunity 
against any attempt at disintegration. Never again will 
the enemy succeed in disintegrating this army: it is the 
National Socialist army of the new Reich, and as year 
by year we send our National Socialist youth into this 
army it will become ever more closely united with our 
present-day people and with its spirit.” 2

Jn each year Hitler in his speech has glorified, the martyrs 
of the Movement. When the bodies of the sixteen martyrs 
of the “ Putsch”  had been removed to the Memorial in 
Mnnichy Hitler said in his speech of 1935 that long ago he 
had determined that if ever he came to power he would 
take these comrades from the cemeteries where they 
were buried, would do them honour and show them to 
the nation. “ That determination I have now fulfilled. 
They now pass into the German immortality. In their 
own time they could not yet see the Reich of to-day: 
they could only dimly envisage it. Fate has forbidden 
to them to experience this Reich. But though they 
might neither see nor experience this Reich, we will take

1 Hitler had at an early date realized the importance for a revo­
lutionary movement of securing the support of existing institu­
tions. There is a highly illuminating passage in Hitler’s account of 
Schoencrcr’s action in Vienna: “ Schocnercrwas anxious to make use 
of all those means of power (Machtmittel) which were already in 
existence: he sought to secure the support of powerful institutions 
in order that from such established sources of strength he might 
win the greatest possible service for his own movement.“  M K ., 
p. 109 (German), p. os (English), This was, throughout, Hitler’s 
policy. 1 V.B., 10 Nov. 1936.
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care that this Reich shall sec them. And therefore we 
have laid them in no crypt and beneath no dome. No, 
just as once they marched, their breast open to the air, 
so now shall they lie in wind and weather, in storm and 
snow, under God’s free heaven, a perpetual reminder 
for the German nation. For us they are not dead: these 
temples are no crypts: they are an eternal guard-post. 
Mere they stand for Germany and keep guard over our 
people. Here they lie as true witnesses to our Move­
ment.” 1

In his speech in iy34 Hitler said of the Movement's 
martyrs:

"But they, too, in the spirit are in our ranks: in the 
other world they will know that their fight was not in 
vain. The blood which they shed has become for the 
Reich the water of baptism."1

With this may be compared the speech made at the cele­
bration of the tenth year of the Gan Gross-Berlin when 
Hitler said: "On this day I think also of all those who are 
no longer in your midst who had to give their lives in 
this city as blood-witnesses for the Movement and thus 
for the resurrection of the German people. In truth they 
have not fallen in vain! From their blood there has 
grown up a new Reich, and from it new life will arise a 
thousand— yes a millionfold.”3

Hitler's own comment on the "Putsch" made to Mr.
G. Ward Price may be quoted:

"I  was following Mussolini’s example too closely,” 
the Chancellor told him ttuelve years after the event.

1 V.B., l i  Nov. 1935, Cf. p. 137 supra.
1 V.B., 10 Nov. 1934. Cf. the taunt of Goebbels to his political 

opponents in Nov. 1932 that their party had no iportyra. Signale 
der neuen Zeit, 3rd cdn., Munich, Eher, 1937, p. 104. Cf. ibid., 
p. 173, on the Fascist dead. * F,Z., i Nov, 1936.
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“ I had meant the Munich Putsch to be the beginning 
of a ‘March on Berlin’ which should carry us straight to 
power. From its failure I learnt the lesson that each 
country must evolve its own type and methods of 
national regeneration.” 1

1 C . Ward Price, / knciv these Dictators, London, Harrap, 1937, 
p. 79. Cf. Hitler, writing to Gocring after coming to power: " I t  was 
hard necessity that made us act as we did, and a wise Providence 
that withheld success from us" (ibid.).
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The “ Putsch" was the turning-point in the method pur­
sued by the Movement; henceforth Hitler was determined to 
proceed by legal means. In his speech in 1934 Hitler said:

“ It gave me the opportunity to lay down the new 
tactics of the Party and to pledge it to legality.”

“ After the Putsch I could say to all those in the Party 
what otherwise it would never have been possible for me 
to say. My answer to my critics was: Now the battle 
will be waged as I wish it and not otherwise. You do 
not need to teach me how one should make a revolution :
I know that myself. From that time we have fought our 
battle within the law until to-day, and despite that we 
have not lost German youth, nor have we lost the 
strength which beats in the hearts of our people. All 
that would not have been possible if we had not marched 
in 1923. Thus there came the mighty miracle of the 
German resurrection: that miracle was based on our 
action on this 8th of November evening eleven years 
ago. . . .  If we had not acted we should have met the 
same fate as other movements which talked of a march 
to Berlin and then later said they never meant a physical 
march: they spoke only of a march to Berlin in spirit. 
Victory without battle there has never been in history. 
We have fought and we were beaten. The others did 
not fight, and at that time they were not beaten. But 
these others, who were not beaten then, they have 
passed, and we, the beaten, in the end have had our 
victory over the others.” 1

Or as Hitler stated the change in method in the speech 
delivered in 1933: “ This evening and this day (8-9 

* V.B., 10 Nov. 1934.
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November 1923) made it possible for us afterwards to 
fight a battle for ten years by legal means: for make no 
mistake, if we had not acted then I should never have 
been able to found a revolutionary Movement, to form 
it and keep it in being and yet all the time maintain 
legality. One could have said to me with justice: ‘You 
talk like the others and you will act just as little as the 
others.’ But this day, this decision later made it possible 
for me, in spite of all opposition, to persevere for nine 
years:’ I could say, 'We are a revolutionary Movement, 
we shall win power, we shall break this State in pieces 
and subdue it to our will, and yet we refuse to desert 
the path of legality. Apparently a contradiction, but the 
sequel has justified us.’ ”

"In 1923 it was already too late to solve the problem 
of Germany's distress through violence: in 1920 it might 
still have been possible. . . .  But the 8th and 9th of 
November have not only carried over Germany the 
proclamation of a new revolution but also the procla­
mation of a new Weltanschauung. From that day for­
ward we saw the Movement cross the frontiers of our 
nearer homeland here in Bavaria : we saw it spread over 
the whole of Germany. What followed was only the 
fulfilment, the springing up of the seed.” 1

Hitler, giving evidence in the trial of four National 
Socialists in Berlin in May 1931, said:

"I have never left any doubt that I demanded from 
the SA. men the strict observance of the path of legality, 
and if this veto on illegality was anywhere violated, then 
the leaders or sub-leaders concerned have always been 
brought to account. . . . The watchword ‘Strike the 
enemy dead : strike down the Communist wherever you 
meet him!’ was never issued by us; but our enemies did 

1 Cf. p. 136 supra. 1 V.B., 10 Nov. 1933.
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in fact give the other watchword, ‘Strike down the 
Fascists wherever you meet them.’ Acts of violence have 
never been contemplated by our Party, nor has the 
individual SA. man ever wished for them. . .  . Wherever 
it was established that SA. men carried arms I have 
intervened and when necessary, if they were not ready 
to accept my ruling, I have dismissed both leaders and 
SA. men. . . .  In an organization of some 100,000 men 
naturally some of them may have weapons of defence in 
their homes. But if the State shuts its eyes to that, there 
is no reason for me to notice it.” 1

On the same occasion he said:
"W e stand absolutely as hard as granite on the ground 

of legality.” 2

Brünin« had said in his speech transmitted over the wire­
less on 8 December 1931, “ When one declares that if one 
has come into power by a legal way one will then break 
through the legal barriers, that is no legality. I  must as a 
statesman most vigorously protest against such a view."1

Hitler replied that this was to him completely incompre­
hensible* ‘ ‘You refuse, as a ‘statesman’, to admit that if 
we had come into power legally we could then break 
tlftough legality. Mr. Chancellor, the fundamental 
thesis of democracy runs: 'All power issues from the 
People.’ The constitution lays down the way by which 
a conception, an idea, and therefore an organization must 
gain from the people the legitimation for the realization 
of its aims. But in the last resort it is the people itself 
which also determines its Constitution."

' F.Z., 9 May 1931. 1
; Cited from Cuno Horkcnbach, Da; deutsche Reich von igrS  

bis heute : Jahrgang 1931, Berlin, p. 157.
3 Text in Hitlers Auseinandersetzung mit Brüning, Munich, 

1932, P* S3- * Cf. p. 188 infra.
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"M r, Chancellor, if the German nation once empowers 
the National Socialist Movement to introduce a Consti­
tution other than that which we have to-day, then you 
cannot stop it. Statesmen arc primarily responsible for 
that which springs from their spirit and from their action, 
not for that which another brings about at a later time*’----

“ The German nation docs not live for a Constitution, 
but it gives itself that Constitution which serves its life, 
and when a Constitution proves itself to be useless for 
that life, the nation does not die— the Constitution is 
altered!"1 . . .

“ We National Socialists respect the Constitution in 
our fight for political power, and we hope that we may be 
able to give the German people a new and a better Con­
stitution. And here and now I promise you that we 
will respect whatever Constitution may be in force—  
and respect its spirit— more truly than the present system 
respects the Weimar Constitution.” 2

Hiller faced the New Year of 1932 “with the conviction 
that it will be the hardest year of struggle which our 
Movement has experienced” . “ If wc were bold enough 
once to believe in our gigantic object and its attainment, 
let us have the courage to-day to ride like knights without 
fear and without reproach through hell, death, and <he 
devil to victory and liberty.*’2

In a speech at Munich on 23 January 1932 he said: 
“ If the present régime docs not make way for us, we 
will remove it.”4

When in 1932 Hitler was standing for the Presidency of 
the Reich he said: “ I had no personal ambition to become 
President of Germany and had any other candidate 
represented our opponents except Field-Marshal von

1 Text in Hitlers Auseinandersetzung mit Brüning, Munich, 
1932. P* $6- . 2 Ibid.,p. 57.

1 Cf. The Times, 1 Jan. 1932. 4 The Times, 25 Jan. 1932.
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Ilindenburg Ï should have left the campaign to be waged 
by some other member of our organization, I opposed 
President von Hindenburg on the sole ground that this 
system which we have sworn to overthrow was taking 
refuge behind his reputation and popularity."1

In August 1932 Hitler said that the National Socialist 
Movement had preserved legality in its fight so far as 
was humanly possible. His party would now place itself 
in opposition to the von Papen Government, and the 
intensity of that opposition would be determined by 
the degree of harm which would be done by refraining 
from opposition.

His party in future would fight for power and their 
methods would be determined by those of their adver­
saries.*

[With this cf. the statement of the President of the Bruns­
wick Diet (reported in “ The Manchester Guardian of
i .f  September 1932); " Hitler swore, to seize power only 
legally. He still adheres to his oath. But if  the von 
Papen Government should depart from the path of legality 
and rely upon the bayonets of the Reichswehr, we would 
not in the least feel ourselves further bound by the oath 
0/ our leader.” ]

When asked after his refusal to enter the von Papen 
Cabinet whether a bird in the hand was not worth two in 
the bush Hitler replied:

"I will never sell my Movement for a mess of pottage. 
There can be no compromise. You cannot expect hero­
ism from a people if the leaders make so-called bearable

1 Interview with The Times correspondent in Munich on 11 
Apr. 1932. The Times, 12 Apr. 1932.

* This citation is from a summary given in The Times of 17 Aug. 
1932 of a statement published in V.B. of an interview granted by 
Hitler to a representative of the Rheinisch-Westfälische Zeitung. 
The German text is not accessible to me.
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compromises. My lieutenants always forgive me if I 
make a mistake. They would never do so if I renounced 
my principles.’ ' 1

But the legality to which Hitler had pledged himself had 
its limitations, as was shown in the notorious telegram sent 
in TQJ2 to the jive convicted National Socialist murderers: 
the message ran as follows:

“ My comrades, in face of this monstrous condemna­
tion {Bluturteils) I feci myself united with you in bound­
less loyalty. Your liberation is from this moment a 
question of our honour. The fight against a Govern­
ment under which this is possible is our duty.”

In an appeal of exceptional violence addressed to National 
Socialists and published in the V.B. Hitler said: “ Herr 
von Paperi has thus inscribed his name upon the history 
of Germany with the blood of Nationalist fighters.” 2

Speaking of the Weimar Constitution (in a speech de­
livered in Munich in September 2932) Hitler said: “ T he 
Constitution was not out of date: it was only now, for 
the first time, gaining its true significance, because 
through it the German people was making its voice 
heard.” 3

In a speech at Munich on 6 October 1932 Hitler said: 
“ One cannot replace a parliamentary system by the mere 
creation of a new cabinet composed of men who belong 
to that system. If one wishes to supersede the parlia-

1 The Manchester Guardian, 17 Aug, 1932.
1 For the brutal violence of the murderers see F.Z., 24 Aug. 1932 

(where the text of Hitler's appeal is reproduced). In a specoli at 
Munich in September Hitler admitted that the murderers (whose 
sentence had been reduced to one of lifelong imprisonment) had 
been guilty of a "slip'’ (Fehltritt). Sec Berliner Tageblatt, 8 Sept. 
1932. J F.Z., 8 Sept. 1932.
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mcntary organization that cannot be done through a 
clique which seeks to impose its will upon the people. 
That can only be done by means of an unparliamentary 
organization which has grown up already from below 
and has proceeded from the people."1

In a letter to the Secretary of State, Dr. Meissner, 
Hitler wrote on 21 November 1932: "That we entered 
Parliament is to be explained only by the Constitution 
which compelled us to pursue this legal way. I myself 
have of set purpose refrained from any parliamentary 
activity. The only difference between my own view and 
that of the von Papcn cabinet concerning the possibility 
of an authoritarian Government lies in the fact that for me 
such a Government must be anchored in the people.” 1

For Hitler's repeated refusal to accept power cf. his 
speech to the SA. in Berlin on S April 1933.

“ I know how hard it was for many always to keep their 
faith that after all the hour would comeat last. We almost 
doubted in justice and in Providence. . . . And then 
came the time when we had to say No, when for the 
first time it seemed that the way to power was opening 
before us, tempting us: and yet despite this we had to 
remain hard and say ‘No, it is not possible in that way'. 
And for a second time the, doors seemed to open and 
for the second time we had to say ‘No, impossible!’ 
And then at the third time the hour came and that was 
given to us which we could not but desire, which we 
had a right to desire, and at last the National Socialist 
Movement entered into the great period of its historic 
action."3

1 V.B., 8 Oct. 193a. 1 F.Z., 25 Nov. 1933.
1 Dokumente der deutschen Politik, \ (1935), pp. 52-3,
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Kurt Ludecke reports a conversation with Hi tier in the 
fortress of Landsberg after the failure of the “ Putsch". 
Hitler is stated to have said:

“ When I resume active work it will be necessary to 
pursue a new policy. Instead of working to achieve 
power by an armed coup, wc shall have to hold our noses 
and enter the Reichstag against the Catholic and Marxist 
deputies. If out-voting them takes longer than out- 
shooting them, at least the results will be guaranteed 
by their own Constitution! Any lawful process is slow. 
But already, as you know, we have thirty-two Reichstag 
deputies under this new programme and are the second 
largest Party in the Bavarian Landtag-diet. Sooner or 
later wc sitali have a majority— and after that, Germany. 
I am convinced this is our best line of action, now that 
conditions in the country have changed so radically."

On this adoption of a policy of “ legality'’ cf. Kurt G. W. 
Ludecke, I knew Hitler [London, 193S), pp. 218 ff.

Note
For the National Socialist use of the Weimar Constitution cf. 

J, Goebbels, Signale der neuen Zeit, 3rd cdn., Munich, Eher, 
1937, pp. 59, 279, 283; Der Angriff, 3rd edn., Munich, Eher, 
1936, pp. 71-3; Goebbels spricht, Oldenburg, Stalling, 1933, pp. 
67-9; and see R. Hess, Reden, Munich, Eher, 1938, p. 56.
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Note

The SA.
On the principles which guided Hitler in the creation of the 
Sturmabteilungen— the Storm Sections— of the Party cf. M K ., 
pp, 546 sqq. (German), pp. 404 sqq. (English); pp. 598-620 
(German), pp. 439-53 (English). They were to form a troop to 
keep order at meetings and were to be a means of educating the 
masses in the principles of the Party, Since the establishment of 
the National Socialist Government and the elimination of the 
Chief o f Staff, Roehm, in the "Purge” of 1934 the SA. has 
become of less importance, but of recent years it has been given 
the duty of encouraging and maintaining the military spirit 
amongst the German people.

In the Introduction to the Service-Order (Dienstvorschrift) of 
the SA. Hitler thus defined its task:

“ The SA. on behalf of our German people must educate the 
young German in mind and body so that he becomes a man hard 
as steel and ready to fight.”

“ Out of hundreds of thousands of individuals it must forge 
one united, disciplined, mighty organization.”

“ In the age of Democracy the authority of the Leader, in the 
period of unbridled freedom, iron discipline, must be the founda­
tions of the SA .”

“ In so far as nothing illegal is demanded of the SA. its obedi­
ence must be a blind obedience."

“ T h e highest honour of the SA. îs highest loyalty. On this 
loyalty the violence and the terrorism of our foes will be broken.”

“ T h e SA. even now carries before its storm-formations the 
banner of the new Reich ; its cockades are the eagles of the coming 
uprising of our people.” 1

The SA. has received a new educational function through the 
development given to the SA. Sport-badge (Sportabzeichen). On

1 T ext in M. V. Killinger, Die SA . in Wort und Bild, Leipzig, 
Kittlcr Verlag, 1933, p. 95.
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15 February the SA. Sportabzeichen was refounded by Hitler: 
the text of the Order was as follows';

“ The new State needs a hard stock which is capable of resis­
tance. Alongside of the weltanschaulich schooling of the mind 
wc must demand a combative {kämpferische) schooling of the body 
through simple, useful, and natural bodily exercises. In order to 
give increased attraction and direction to the efforts of youth I 
renew for the entire SA. and all its former branches the founda­
tion of the SA. Sport-Badge which shall he won, after a period 
of training conscientiously pursued, through the passing of an 
examination in proiiciency. In order to give conscious expression 
to the cultivation of the military {‘wehrhaften) spirit in all sections 
of the German people I further determine that this SA. Sport­
Badge may be won and worn also by those who are not members 
of the Movement provided that they comply both in race and 
Weltanschauung with National Socialist conditions.”

But this order provided only for a single test; it was therefore 
supplemented by an order of the Führer issued on rS March 
1937; it ran as follows:

“ Through my order of 15 February 1935 f have declared that 
the SA. Sport-Badge is the means for a combative schooling of 
the body and for the cultivation of the military spirit in all 
sections of tire people. In order to secure that the military fitness 
(Wehrtiichtigkeit) of tire hearers of the SA. Sport-Badge should 
be preserved to an advanced age, I empower the Chief of Staff of 
the SA. through the issue of regulations to make the future 
possession of the SA. Sport-Badge dependent upon the per­
formance of certain repeated exercises. Further, I raise the 
Record of Achievement of the SA. Sport-Badge to the position 
of an official document {Urkunde) which gives information con­
cerning the bodily capacity', the character and weltanschaulich 
attitude of the holder of the SA. Sport-Badge.”

By a further order Hitler transformed the SA. Sport-Badge 
into a Military Badge (Wehrabstichen), and made it the basis of 
education both before and after the period of service in the army. 
The SA. was appointed to carry out this training. "Every German 
man who has completed his 17th year and who complies with 
the conditions for honourable sendee in arms has the moral duty 
in order to prepare for military sendee to win the SA. Military-
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Badge. T lic members of tbc Hitler Youth should, on completion 
of their 16th year, prepare themselves for gaining the SA. M ili­
tary-Badge. Those soldiers who have been honourably dismissed 
from active service and are still capable of service are to be 
formed into military companies ( Wehr Mannschaften) in order to 
preserve their mental and bodily powers and are to be associated 
with the SA. in so far as they are not attributed to other branches 
of the Party {SS., Motor Corps, Flying Corps) for special training. 
In the companies they will receive their military fitness training 
on the basis o f the SA. Military-Badge.”

The Chief o f Staff of the SA. is alone responsible for the 
execution of this order, and in this work of education he is to 
receive full support from the Party.1

A brief chronological sketch of the development of the SA. 
may be of service.
1931. 3 Aug. Formation of a Protection and Propaganda Troop 

of the Party (after 5 Oct. known as Sturmabteilung [SA.], 
i.e. Storm-Section of the Party).

4 Nov. After the Saahchlacht in the Hof bräuhaus, Munich, 
I-Iitlcr formally confers upon the troop the name Sturm­
abteilung as a title of honour.

1922. 16 Aug. Demonstration of the Munich Vaterländische 
Associations on the Konigsplatz in Munich. The SA. 
appears for the first time with its swastika flags flying.

Sept. Formation of the SA. of Munich and neighbouring dis­
tricts together with the SA. of Tölz and Rosenheim into 
eight “ Hundreds”  (Hundertschaften) : other “ Hundreds” 
continue to be formed.

14-15 Oct. The "German Day” in Coburg.
1923. r i Jan. The French enter the Ruhr. In consequence of 

this the SA. is transformed into a military association 
( Wehrverband).

' 1 Text of these orders in F. J. Klähn, “ Vom Sinn des SA.
Wehrabzeichens” , Nationalsozialistische Monatshefte, x ( l939)< 
pp. 200-2: on the IVehrabZeichen cf. E. Bayer and R. Müller, 
Ursprung, Wesen und Formen der Leibeserziehung (=  Heft 8 of the 
series issued by the Party: Kampfschriften der obersten S A . Füh­
rung), 1938, pp. 93-115, and H. Doehlle, Orden und Ehrenzeichen 
int Dritten Reich, Berlin, Erdmenger, 1939, pp. 61-3.
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1923. 28 Jan. At the first Rcichsparteitag o f the N SD AP. Hitler 
dedicates the first four “ standards’1 designed by himself 
and executed by the master-goldsmith Otto Gahr. For the 
first time a part of the SA. appears in regular uniform: Ski­
cap, wind-proof jacket, and swastika arm-band.

Beginning of February: SA. joins with other Bavarian military 
associations to form the Arbeitsgemeinschaft der vater­
ländischen Kampf verbände.

Mar. Hermann Goering as Commander undertakes the leader­
ship of the whole SA.

I  May. Armed march of all Bavarian SA. and other military 
associations to Oberwiesenfeld, near Munich: intervention 
of Police and Reichswehr.

S-9 Nov, The “ Putsch” . SA. dissolved by order of General­
staatskommissar von Kahr.

13 Nov, The Franconian SA. Leader Buch the commander 
of the disbanded SA.

1924. I Apr. Roehm is given full authority to reconstitute the 
SA, and is appointed by Goering deputy commander of the 
SA. Rossbach becomes Chief of Staff.

I Apr. Meeting of Leaders of SA. in Salzburg, Roehm 
presiding. It is resolved to introduce the brown shirt as 
uniform for the SA.

1923- 26 Feb. The SA. re-formed by Hitler no longer as a mili­
tary association but once again as a troop to control meetings 
and for propaganda.

I May. Disagreement between Roehm and Hitler on the 
character of the SA. Roehm desires the SA. to be jndc- 
pendentofthe Party and tosupportthc Nationalist Movement ; 
Hitler wishes the SA. to be a branch of the Party organiza­
tion. Roehm retires from the leadership of the SA.

1926. I Nov. Formation of the Supreme SA. Leadership in 
Munich as Central Office: to this the SS. and the Hitler 
Youth arc subordinated. Gauleiter and SA. Leader Fran2‘ 
von Pfeffer is appointed Supreme SA. Leader (Osaf).

1927. 21 Aug. Third Reiehspartcitng in Nuremberg: 30,000 SA. 
men march past Hitler.

1929. 28 Mar. Formation of the SA. Reserve for members of 
the Party over 40.

TH E  SA. AND SS.
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4 Aug. Fourth Rcichsparteitag in Nuremberg. SA. and SS. 

men march past Hitler.
1930. I Apr. Formation of SA. Motor Troop and National 

Socialist Automobilcorps (NSAK) as subsidiary organization 

of the SA.
29 Aug. Pfeifer retires.
2 Sept. Hitler assumes supreme command of SA. and SS. 

(c. 100,000 men), recalls Roehm from Bolivia and appoints 
him Chief of Staff. •

1931. 5 Jan. Roehm takes up his duties as Chief of Staff.
14 Jan. Himmler as Re ich-Leader of SS. placed under the 

Chief of Staff.
I Apr. Revolt o f  Stcnnes: Stennes excluded from the Party 

(see K . Heiden, A History of National Socialism, London, 
1934, pp. 127-8). Hitler writes: "SS. man, the name of 
your honour is loyalty."1 '

I May. Formation of the National Socialist Motor Corps 
(N S K K ) in place of the N SAK (cf. 1930 1 April).

15 June. School for Reich Leaders of SA. and SS. in 
Munich opened by Hitler.

5 Dec. Brüning’s Fourth Emergency Regulation forbids the 
wearing of uniforms throughout the Reich.

r932. 13 Apr. SA. forbidden.
17 June, Veto on uniforms and SA. withdrawn.

1933- 3°  Jan- The Torch March into Berlin of SA. and SS.

Bibliography
E. Bayer, Die S A . Geschichte, Arbeit, Zweck und Organisation der

Sturmabteilungen des Führers und der Obersten SA.-Fiihrung 
( =  Schriften der Hochschule für Politik, ed. P. Meier- 
Benneckcnstcin, ii. "D er organisatorische Aufbau des 
Dritten Reiches” , Heft 21). Berlin, Junker and Dünnhaupt, 

1938.
F. J. Klähn, "Vom  Sinn des SA.-Wehrabzeichens’\ National­

sozialistische Monatshefte, x (1939), I95-203- 
Ernst Rochm, "Warum SA. ?”  Nationalsozialistische Monatshefte,

v (1934). PP' t i —30.
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There is an illustrated publication of the Party issued (without 
title or date) in 193S [?] giving the history and describing the 
function of the SA. (Eher Verlag, Munich).

For the spirit inculcated in the SA. cf. K. Massmann, Die Revo­
lution geht tceiter. Vom unsterblichen S A . Geist. Breslau, 
Hirt, 1936.

II. Ludion, Marschierendes Volk. Munich, Eher, 1939 
(National Socialist “ Sermons” ).

And the series issued by the Party for the SA. Kampfschrijten 
der obersten S A . Führung (12 booklets published in 1937 
and 1938).

For the literature on SA. “ Martyrs”  there are interesting 
examples in Sturm 33. Hans Maikowski, geschrieben von 
Kameraden des Toten. Berlin-Schöneberg, Verlag Deutsche 
Kultur-Wacht (no date; ?r934).

Halbmast. Das Hcldenbuch der SA. and SS. Den Toten der 
Nationalsozialistische)! Arbeiterpartei zum Gedächtnis. Ber­
lin, Verlag Braune Bücher, 1932 (note the illustration on 

P- 33)-
H. Gerstmaycr, S A . .Mann Peter Maller, 4th cdn., Langen­

salza, Bell/ (no date).
And written for Hitler Youth: F. Daum, SA.-Stiinn/ührer 

Horst Wessel. Reutlingen, Ensslin and Laiblin (no date). 
For full details (organization, &c.) cf. Handbuch der SA . 

Berlin, Verlag Offene Worte, 1939.
V. Lutze, Wesen und Aufgaben der SA. (in the series “ Hier spricht 

das neue Deutschland", Heft 12). Munich, Eher, 1936, and 
Reden an die SA . Der politische Katholizismus (in the same 
series, Heft io), 1935.

Note

The SS.
The Schutsstaffel was originally formed in the year 1923. 

After the failure of the 'Putsch’ on 9 November 1923 the SS. 
organization (Stosstrupp Hitler) was forbidden and disbanded. 
In 1925, when the Party was reformed, the SA. was still forbidden, 
but in this year Hitler ordered the creation of a small mobile 
organization to protect meetings. These Schutzstaffeln were at 
first quite small bodies of men, consisting for the most part of
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a leader and ten men : they were stationed in the separate towns 
which it was hoped to win for the Movement. In 1926 the SA. 
were allowed once more to exist and in consequence the SS. 
played a less prominent part. In 1926 the SS. numbered some 
200 men, and at the second Parteitag in Weimar in this year it 
was entrusted with the custody of the "Blood Flag" of the 
“ Putsch", "the most sacred symbol of the Movement". On 
6 January 1929 Hitler appointed Heinrich Himmler to be Reich- 
Lcader of the SS., then consisting of some 280 men. Himmler, 
at Hitler’s order, began forthwith to enlarge the organization. 
On 31 December 1931 the "Marriage Order” was issued which 
provided that no SS. man should marry without the approval of 
the Reich-Leader, acting on the advice of the “ Race-Office". 
On marriage without such consent the offending SS. man will be 
dismissed from the service. When the National Socialists came 
to power in 1933 the SS. had 52,000 members. On 20 July 1934 
the SS. became an independent branch of the Party and was put 
directly under Hitler's orders. By an order of the Chancellor of 
17 June 1936 the control of the entire German police was put 
into the hands of the Reich-Leader of the SS.

It may be added that by the law of 9 November 1935 every 
SS. man has the right and the duty to defend his honour with 
weapons. The forni of the SS. oath is : "W e swear to you, Adolf 
Hitler, as Leader and Chancellor of the German Reich, loyalty 
and bravery. We pledge to you and to the officers appointed by 
you obedience to the death. So help us God!”  In the SS. cate­
chism the S3 , man professes his faith in "a  Lord G od"; as 
Himmler has written: “ You may rest assured that we could not 
have formed this corps sworn to unity if we had not the conviction 
of and faith in a Lord God Who stands above us. Who has created 
us and our Fatherland, our people and this earth and Who has 
sent us our Leader."

Bibliography

For the organization of the SS. cf. Gunter d’Alquen, Dìe S S .  
Geschichte, Aufgabe und Organisation der Schutsstaffeln der N SD A P . 
Bearbeitet im Aufträge des Reichsfiihrers SS. (=  Schriften der 
Hochschule für Politik, ed. P. Meier Benneckenstein, ii. "D er 
organisatorische Aufbau des Dritten Reiches” , Heft 33), Berlin,
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Junker und Dünnhaupt, 1939. See H. Himmler, Die Schutz­
Staffel als antibohchesvistischc Kampf organisation, Munich, Eher, 
1936, and in particular the very interesting study by A. Sdnveder, 
Politische Polizei, Berlin, Heymann, 1937, pp. 141-87. This book 
contains a full bibliography, pp. 1S7-92. Cf. W. Best, “ Neuord­
nung des Poli/.eirechts” , Jahrbuch der Akademie fiir Deutsches 
Recht. 193S. Berlin and Munich, Schweitzer, pp. 44-50: scc 
also ibid., 1937, pp. 132-8; A. Kotigen, “ Polizei und Gemeinde", 
Jahrbuch fiir Kommunalu-isseuschafl 3 (1936), Part ii, pp. 1-21 
(on the conception of the police in the National Socialist State); 
R. Höhn, "D ie Wandlung im Polizei recht” , Deutsche Rechtswis­
senschaft I (1936) 100-23.

Hitler, when laying down the principles which were to deter­
mine the character of the SA.,  declined to make of them 
military formations: the members of the SA . were to be 
“ political soldiers” . I f  the SA. were formed as a military 
body, time would tell and the years would quench the 
fanatical ardour of these fighters. They would necessarily 
increasingly assume the character of an association of 
veterans: MIC., p. 604 (German), p. 443 (English). In 
fact gatherings of the SA. have of recent years increasingly 
come to resemble such an association and thus it is of 
memories of the past that the Führer speaks to them :

"When I look back on all the past, on all that truly 
wonderful development, then it is that again and again 
I become conscious of the dream-like clement in the 
story of the rise of the Party, and then you can realize 
what it means to me myself when I can return into the 
circle of those who once with me began to tread this 
way. So it is something uplifting for me when I can 
return to those whom I did not come to know first in 
1933» hut whom I knew in the time when to be a 
National Socialist meant only danger. . . . Germany has 
after all become the Germany for which we hoped; and 
that it shall ever become more and more that which we
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proclaimed in this hall in our programme nineteen years 
ago, that must be our task now, and must remain our 
task for the future. And that we shall reach our goal is 
as certain as that I stand here. When we some day close 
our eyes, then those who come after us will obtain some­
thing different from that which we received nineteen 
years ago.” 1

“ Through putting forward intolerant demands in our 
Programme we repelled tolerant natures; through the 
practice of a continuous passion for attack and joy in 
attacking wc drew to us those who were always ready 
for a fight. And so at that time I began to collect that 
old guard which— with few exceptions— has never 
since deserted me.” *

A t the Leipzig trial of 1930 Hitler spoke of the SA. as 
Schulzabteiluugen (Protective Divisions) : he said that 
their sole object was the protection of National Socialist 
propaganda. In 1925, after the failure of the “Putsch” , 
lie had given orders that the SA. should carry no 
weapons and that they should in no way have a military 
character,1 2 3

In his evidence given at the trial of four National 
Socialists on S May 1931 Hitler said: “ I have never 
allowed anyone to doubt that I demand from the SA. 
the absolute observance of the legal way, and when this 
veto on violence has in any case not been observed I 
have brought to book the leaders or sub-leaders con­
cerned.”4

A t the same trial Hitler stated that formerly SA. stood 
for “ Saalschutzabteilung” (the corps for protecting the

1 V.B., 26 Feb. 1939.
2 Proclamation at the Nuremberg Parteitag of 1938. V.B.,

7 Sept. 1938.
1 F.Z., 26 Sept. 1930. « Ibid., 9 May 1931.
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halls where National Socialist meetings were held); 
later it had stood for Sport-Abteilung, and lastly for 
Sturm-Abteilung (storm-division). But these meanings 
of the letters SA. were really irrelevant, for SA. is a 
special conception and stands for itself: it lias grown out 
of and beyond the original significations attached to the 
words.1 /

In the winter of 1931 there zvas discontent and impatience 
amongst the SA. Hitler in a proclamation to SA. and SS. 
men assured them that victory was certain if they remained 
true to their policy of legality. Their enemies were 
trying to provoke them, so that they should lose their 
nerve, so that "holy anger’’ might lead them to uncon­
sidered action. They were not to allow themselves to 
be provoked. Up to the present time they had had to set 
their teeth and fulfil their duty. "He who has failed in 
the last days of his test is not worthy to witness victory.” 2 

When in April 1932 the SA. were disbanded by the 
Government and Hitler zvas asked hozv he zcould maintain 
the Party organization without their help he replied: 
"The methods used for gaining power were in the past 
and remain to-day strictly constitutional. Consequently 
I do not need the assistance of the SA. in order to gain 
power in Germany.” 3

In his speech in the Sportpalast in Berlin to SA . and 
SS. men on 8 April 1933 Hitler said:

"Justice (Recht) lies not without us but within us. It 
can lie in our own strength alone. Only strength is at 
any time justified in raising claims, never weakness. 
Only strength can wake justice into life” . . . .

1 This is a translation from the summary of the evidence given 
in F.Z., 9 May 1931. I do not know how far it reproduces Hitler's 
own words. It was at this trial that Litten challenged Hitler's 
veracity. 1 F.Z., 3 Dec. 1931. 3 Ibid., r6 Apr. 1932.
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“ We wished to burn into our Movement from the 
first: Never will anything be given us, nothing yielded, 
nothing secured which we are not strong enough to give 
ourselves. Thus it was that formerly the SA. arose, 
created out of a handful of men who had been comrades 
in the War. Opponents sought at that time to bend the 
young Movement through terrorism. I looked from the 
State of that day to the people, and I said to myself: 
here from the people itself must arise the arms, the 
weapons, with which we wish to conquer our world. 
Two motives stood godparent at the birth of the SA. 
and SS.: \vc, National Socialists, wanted to protect our­
selves and not beg for the help of others. But if we 
wanted to attain this end, we must in the future create 
a new people, and for this purpose we must put con­
straint upon ourselves, must gain self-mastery, must 
overcome everything in ourselves which we regarded as 
harmful for our people. What really has value for the 
centuries and the millennia can only grow up from 
within. And so we wanted in ourselves to train that 
character which was to form the content of the new 
Reich. That must be practised on a small scale which 
later one hopes one can practise on the great scale. 
These bands of young fighters should rise to that courage 
which, we expected, would one day inspire the whole 
people: theirs should be the discipline, the faith in 
leadership and authority which, as we have experienced 
a thousand times in our history, can alone give to the 
people the power to triumph over the mass-madness of 
unreason and to strive towards a goal.1' Hitler then pro­
ceeded to inculcate obedience, endurance, and discipline: 
“ we belong to a generation which must make good what 
others have made badly. We are a generation which 
must sacrifice more than our predecessors. Destiny 
desires to test us: shall the German people live and
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grow, or has the end of our people now come? . . . 
In history generations have been forgotten, . . .  but the 
generation of the brown storm-army of the German 
nation will never in the people’s history sink into 
oblivion."1

hi lite sann: speech to the SA . of Berlin on S April rg j j  
Hitler said:

“ I can say with pride, comrades of the SA. and SS., 
that if the whole German people now was possessed of 
the spirit which is in us and in you, then Germany 
would be indestructible. Even without arms, Germany 
would represent an unheard of strength through this 
inner will tempered like steel. It is true that this equality 
which is realized in you was realized only at the cost 
of that freedom of which others spoke. We have, too, 
adopted the principle of leadership, the conception of 
authority. That was a heavy sacrifiée at a time when the 
whole people was running after the illusion of democracy 
and parliamentarian ism, when millions believed that the 
majority was the source of a right decision. It was at 
this time that we began resolutely to build up an organi­
zation in which there was not one dictator but ten 
thousand. When our opponents say: ‘It is easy for you: 
you are a dictator’— we answer them, ’No, gentlemen, you 
are wrong; there is no single dictator, but ten thousand, 
each in his own place.’ And even the highest authority 
in the hierarchy has itself only one wish, never to trans­
gress against the supreme authority to which it, too, is 
responsible. We have in our Movement developed this 
loyalty in following the leader, this blind obedience of 
which all the others know nothing and which gave to 
us the power to surmount every tiling.” 1

1 V.IÌ., II Apr. 1933.
1 Ibid, and in Dokumente tier tieni tdten Pal hilt, i (1935), p- 51.
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In a speech at Kiel on 7 May 1933 Hitler said:

“ You have been till now the Guard of the National 
Revolution; you have carried this Revolution to victory; 
with your name it will be associated for all time. You 
must be the guarantors of the victorious completion of 
this Revolution, and it will be victoriously completed 
only if through your school a new German people is 
educated.” 1

Hitler, in a speech at Erfurt on 16 June 1933, said to the 
men of the SA. and SS.:  “ And if you were often hard, 
yes, and ruthless and harsh, yet you were always only 
good Germans.” *

In his speech to political leaders, delivered at Nuremberg 
on 13 September 1935, Hitler said that the annual 
meeting of the Leader and his followers was a lesson to 
those who tried to draw a distinction between them, 
to those who would say, “ The Führer, yes! But the Party, 
is that necessary ?” “ My question," Hitler continued, 
“ is not ‘ Is that necessary?’ but 'Was that necessary?’ 
A com mander without officers and soldiers— could 
many people make much of that? I will not be the 
commander without soldiers, but I will remain your 
Leader. For me you are the political officers of the 
German nation, bound up with me for better or for 
worse, even as I am bound up with you for better or for 
worse. It was not one man who conquered Germany, 
it was all in common who conquered Germany. One 
man has won you, and you have won the German 
people! One man has conquered with his will, and you 
have conquered with your wills. One man stood at the

1 V.B., 9 May 1933.
5 The text of this I have only in Die Reden des Führers nach der 

Machtübernahme, Berlin, 1939, p. 29,
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head as leader in the Reich, and you stood every one of 
you at the head and led in the battle whether in a Gau 
or a District or a local centre (Ortsgruppe), and every­
where the National Socialist who stood at the head was 
better than the foes who stood against him! Just as 
lasting success for an army is unthinkable, when although 
the chief of staff has genius, the soldiers are incapable, 
so is it here. Take a commander of the highest genius: 
he can carry into execution his conceptions and his plans 
only when he possesses an instrument which is out and 
out superior to the enemy. And for my conquest of 
Germany I have to thank this instrument, which was 
created in the National Socialist Movement and in its 
organizations.”

"Is this fight, then, a closed chapter? The conquest 
of power is a process which is never, never ended, for 
here, if anywhere, does the principle hold true, ‘What 
you have won, win it ever anew, if you are to possess 
it!’ There is no people in history that has won li be ration 
as a gift, there is no people that will keep its freedom 
as a gift! Always and for ever must this precious posses­
sion be guarded without ceasing. And thereto arc we 
National Socialists resolved! We do not believe that 
our development is at an end; on the contrary we shall 
continue to work, we shall continue to mould ourselves, 
and to make ourselves ever more worthy to be the sole 
bearers of authority in the German people.”

"So the fight goes on, and now we are coming to the 
period of our second great task, the continuous education 
of our people, and the constant watch upon our people. 
Education to the end that all of us and our German 
people may be increasingly drawn into the world of the 
National Socialist idea, and watchfulness in order that 
continuously we may sec to it that nowhere shall there 
be found retrogression or collapse. The fate which was
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unleashed upon the world in 1918 shall never strike us. 
J ust as we mean to gather here together, year after year, 
in answer to this general muster, so we mead to hold 
continual musters of the German nation. And that is 
necessary. You have been specially favoured by destiny, 
for your school was the school of battle. You old ones 
have finished your education, but the German youth 
must go to school with the old ones. It can learn some­
thing in that school; it can learn to measure the impor­
tance of men from a higher standpoint than that of their 
origin, their profession, or their social position. Where 
would Germany be to-day, if her resurrection had had 
to wait for those who in former times imagined them­
selves called to the leadership of the nation ? There is 
but one calling, which becomes visible only in the midst 
of the conflict. Hoist the flag of courage, of willingness 
for sacrifice, of devotion, and mark well who ranges him­
self under it. Mark those who are drawn by the flag, 
for it is they who are called to lead a people, and no 
one else.’*

“ For sixteen years our Party has been in existence. 
An intolerably long time, I feel certain, for our enemies, 
but for us hardly a beginning. Our enemies may think, 
perhaps, that if they wait long enough, they will see the 
end of our Movement; but they have not yet seen the 
beginning! When we started this struggle we set before 
ourselves stern maxims, definite principles. Because we 
have fought loyally for them, year after year, we have 
become great and strong. Often the heavens hung dark 
above us, and our enemies rejoiced. But in such times 
the truth of the old maxim is proved: 'Only the strength 
which can withstand the storm is really strong.’ What 
can be broken is no good! Iron principles, hard and 
difficult though they were, we set before ourselves 
at that time; and these principles we have followed
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uncompromisingly to tiie present day, nor do we purpose 
to depart one centimetre from them in the days to come. 
We decide our course: we decide the tempo of our pro­
gress; but none of us any longer decides our goal; for 
us that is fixed!”

“ There are perhaps in Germany certain individuals 
who either regard this Movement as an incomprehensible 
phenomenon, or else cannot make at all clear to them­
selves the reason for its existence, and who comprehend 
still less clearly the conditions which made its existence 
a necessity, and why in the future it will never be over­
thrown. They have not felt one breath of the spirit 
which governs this Movement; they have experienced 
nothing of the strength of this ideal ; they have remained 
cold. They imagine that a people and a State arc 
nothing but a lifeless machine, which can be set in 
action only by considerations of reason. They have not 
understood that these 68 millions of men could never 
be governed by commands, as they could by an appeal 
to their inner instincts, an appeal to their conscience. 
Where should we stand to-day if we had not found the 
way to the soul of our people? . . . The strength of 
idealism atone has accomplished these acts which have 
moved the world. Were any vet greater proof needed 
of the might of idealism, it can be found in this M ove­
ment. At its beginning there stood the.word idealism; 
not calculation— we did not reckon up the risks! What 
could a man, who undertook single-handed to take the 
field against a world of enemies, what could he expect? 
I made the venture, because I believed that l  knew the 
heart-beat of my people: and I was not deceived.” 

“ You have ali felt this in the past, for to every single 
one of you at some time has occurred the reflection that 
it is no subtlety of the intellect, but rather an inner voice 
that has at some time given its commands to every one
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of you. Reason must have dissuaded you from coming 
to me; faith atone gave you the command. What idealism 
it was— but what a force lay in that idealism l" 1

In his speech to the <(political soldiers” of the Movement 
at the Nuremberg Parteitag of September 1937 Hitler said:

“ In the past it was easy to say that the battle 
must be fought with the.weapons of the spirit1 white 
tlie enemy met the invasion of the spirit with the crashing 
blows of violence (mit Brachialgeioalt). If it had been a 
question of the spirit alone, Germany would never have 
sunk so low. The spirit in the life of the German people 
lias always sought to further the right and to do the 
right. Rut against this spirit of reason a conspiracy of 
baseness and of infamy had set itself, against this spirit 
violence had revolted. The conspirators had no wish 
that to the German people reason and understanding 
should return. And when the first men arose who, with 
me and supporting me, began to preach the reasonable­
ness of a community of the people, immediately those 
who were interested in maintaining the division of the 
people opposed us not with the weapons of the spirit 
but with the strong right arm of violence (mit dem 
brachialen Mittel der Geioalt). We National Socialists 
and former front-line fighters, however, refused to sub­
mit and were resolved to meet this violent attack against 
reason with the violence of reason. And the forces of 
this violence of reason were embodied in the Storm- 
divisions of my Party : they were a stout fist against him 
who ventured with violence to hinder our campaign of 
the spirit and of reason. You all know this struggle

1 V.B., 15 Sept. 1935.
: German: Geistige Waffen. A  favourite phrase of Hitler's: cf. 

c.g. M K ., pp. 267, 364, 393, 398, 455, 594, 596, and sec p. 617 s.f. 
(German). Cf. further p. 196 infra.
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which lasted for fifteen years: during those years 
gradually with our National Socialist fists we broke 
down the opposition of our foes: we captured place 
after place, destroyed the Red Terror, and thus for the 
first time opened up a clear path for the entry of the 
spirit. That is your historical achievement!”

"This struggle has demanded not only sacrifice in 
blood, but above all inner sacrifices of the spirit. How 
many of you had to endure for long years the life of 
outlaws in this Germany which none has loved more 
than you did! Many of you had to pay the cost of this 
struggle with the loss of your position and of your daily 
bread. And for years you have had ranged against you 
not only the brutal violence of the organized mob, you 
have had against you, too, the authority of the State, 
the ally of this mob. There hardly seemed any prospect 
that you could succeed against this conspiracy of base­
ness, of unreason and of power". . . .

“ And yet to-day Germany has in truth risen again and 
risen again as our work!” '

Note
I do not think that anywhere in his speeches Hitler has re­

ferred directly to the SS., although he has addressed members 
of the SS, as well as o f the SA. I do not know what may have 
been the reason for this silence. 1

1 V-B., 13 Sept. 1937.
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After the election in September 1930 Hitler, in a speech at 
Munich, said that the hardest part of their struggle was 
now behind them, for in the past the bitterness of their 
fight lay in the fact that no one listened to them, that 
no one took any notice of them. An alien race had 
seized the leadership of the people with the aim of 
destroying the powerful German State and the German 
people. "First it had killed the spirit; through this loss 
of spirit the German people had been reduced politically 
to serfdom; this political serfdom had been transformed 
into economic slavery which entailed the distress of 
millions of individual Germans. Out of this distress 
there had come the uprising, i.e. the people now begins 
to listen, and the spirit of opposition is the necessary 
consequence of the national collapse, and this is the 
necessary consequence of the system and the system 
itself the consequence of the wish to destroy Germany. 
This election means that the circle is now complete.” 
And the question at this time is: what are the aims of 
this opposition and its leaders?

‘ ‘It is a fight for an idea— a Weltanschauung: and in 
the forefront stands a fundamental principle: Men do 
not exist for the State, the State exists for men. First 
and far above all else stands the idea of the people: the 
State is a form of organization of this people, and the 
meaning and the purpose of the State are through this 
form of organization to assure the life (Lebensexistenz) 
of the people. And from this there arises a new mode 
of thought and thus necessarily a new political method.”

"W e say: a new mode of thought. To-day our whole 
official political outlook is rooted in the view that the 
State must be maintained because the State in itself is
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the essential thin«; we, on the other hand, maintain 
that the State in its form has a definite purpose to fulfil 
and the moment that it fails to fulfil irs purpose the Form 
stands condemned. Above everything stands the pur­
pose to maintain the nation's life— that is the essential 
tiling— and one should not speak of a law for the pro­
tection of the Stale but for the protection of the nation: 
it is of this protection that one must think. . . .  In the 
place of this rigid formal organization— the State— must 
be set the living organism— the people. Then all action 
is given a new untrammelled freedom: all the formal 
fetters which can to-day be imposed on men become 
immoral directly they fail to maintain the people, 
because that is the highest purpose in life and the aim of 
all reasonable thought and action."

‘‘ If to-day our action employs among its different 
weapons that of Parliament, that is not to say that par­
liamentary parties exist only for parliamentary' ends. 
For us Parliament is not an end in itself, but merely a 
means to an end:1 . . . wc are not on principle a parlia­
mentary party— that would be a contradiction of our 
whole outlook— we are a parliamentary party by com­
pulsion, under constraint, and that compulsion is the 
Constitution. The Constitution compels us to use this 
means. It does not compel us to wish for a particular 
goal, it only prescribes a way, a method, and, I repeat, 
we follow this way legally, in accordance with the Con­
stitution: by the way laid down through the Constitution 
wc advance towards the purposes which we have set 
before us."

"Never can Constitutions determine for all time the 
content of a purpose, especially when this content is not 
identical with the vital rights (fehensrecht) of a people. 
If to-day the Constitution admits for its protection laws

1 Cf. p. 164 lupra.

188



STEPS T O  POWER

which are headed, ‘Law for the Protection of the Re­
public’ , then it is demonstrated that the most which our 
present Constitution can prescribe is nothing but the 
protection and the maintenance of a form, and that does 
not touch the maintenance of the nation, of a people. 
This purpose is therefore free: tills is the goal which we 
proclaim and to which wc shall attain.”

Other parties may try to steal our ideas, but the old 
parties cannot be inspired by the new ideas: they remain 
what they were. “ Our fight is not at an end: on the con­
trary our conviction is that for all time it is only from 
the fighting spirit that there can come the force which 
shall master those weaknesses which to-day in every 
sphere cripple our people.”

“ The State has a meaning only when it organizes and 
assures men’s fight for honour and the maintenance of 
their existence. This fight is only thinkable if the 
highest forces arc mobilized. These forces always flow 
from three sources: the value, the organization, and the 
spirit of a people. . . . We wish to raise once more the 
value of our people: we want to free this fundamental 
value from the rank growths and misformations which 
have obscured it, to raise it high to a dominating posi­
tion: wc want to give to this fundamental value, the 
value of our blood, a logical form, a form dictated by 
the highest reason— that means the abolition of demo­
cracy and of the parliamentary system. We wish that 
this value— this possession of the German people, to give 
it a name, this blood of the German people— should be 
raised to its highest potency through the way in which 
it is administered. This administration must be modelled 
on the law of logic, of reason, of human insight and 
experience; and this insight and experience lead us to 
the way of the authority of personality. When a people 
which has a great value peculiarly its own allows its
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destiny to be determined by the highest logic and reason, 
by the most capable forces which it can command, that 
is the condition of strength, And when, further, this 
people as a whole maintains that spirit which in its turn 
is the condition for the formation of strength— that is, 
when from the least to the greatest it is inspired by the 
spirit of resistance, the mind to fight— then from these 
three factors— value, organization, and spirit— that 
strength will come which a people needs to maintain 
itself in the world.” 1

“ Front blood, authority of personality, and a fighting 
spirit springs that value which alone entitles a people to 
look around with glad hope, and that alone is also the 
condition for the life which men then desire. And when 
that is realized, then that too is realized for which to-day 
the political parties strive: prosperity, happiness of the 
individual, family-life, S:c. First will come honour and 
then freedom, and from both of these happiness, pros­
perity, life: in a word, that state of things will return, 
which we Germans perhaps dimly saw before the War, 
when individuals can once more live with joy in their 
hearts because life has a meaning and a purpose, because 
the close of life is then not in itself the end, since there 
will be an endless chain of generations to follow: man 
will know that what we create will not sink into Orcus 
but will pass to his children and to his children’s children. 
And so this victory which we have just won is nothing 
else than the winning of a new weapon for our fight. . . . 
It is not for seats in Parliament that we fight, but we 
win scats in Parliament in order that one day we may 
be able to liberate the German people” . . . .

“ Do not write on your banners the word ‘Victory’ : 
to-day that word shall be uttered for the last time. Strike

1 This curiously characteristic passage can by no means easily 
be turned into tolerable English,
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through the word ‘Victory’ and write once more in its 
place the word which suits us better— the word ‘Fight’.” 1

With this may be compared Hitler's evidence given at 
the Leipzig trial in 1930. The President of the Court 
asked: “ Jlotv do youpropose to constitute the Third Reich?" 
Hitler replied: ‘ ‘The Constitution prescribes only the 
ground on which the battle has to be fought, not its aim. 
We enter into the legally constituted bodies and we shall 
thus make our Party the decisive factor. We shall then, 
when we arc in possession of constitutional rights, cast the 
State into the form of which we approve.” 2

In the Leipzig trial of September 1930 a great sensation 
was created by Hitler's statement made in the course of his 
evidence before the Court:

“ I can assure you that when the National Socialist 
Movement is victorious in its fight then there will come 
a National Socialist Court of Justice and November 1918 
will then find its retribution and heads will roll.” 3

The comment of Hitler on the phrase used by him at the 
Leipzig triait “ Heads will roll", given to the correspondent 
of "The Times" in an interview at Munich on 2 October 
1930 is interesting. Hitler said:

“ When I and my comrades in arms were in the 
trenches during those terrible years from 1914 to 1918 
we all realized that fifty yards away from us in the British 
trenches were honourable men. Yet it was our duty to 
fight, and even to kill, these men. If we could act thus 
towards men whom we recognized to be honourable, 
what must our attitude be towards those whom we know

1 V.B., iS Sept. 1930. 3 F.Z., 26 Sept. 1930,
3 So in F.Z., 26 Sept. 1930. Generally quoted, “ Heads will roll 

on the sand", but for this cf. p. 74 supra.
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to be unprincipled (charahterlos), those who are respon­
sible for the ruin of our Fatherland ?”

"Perhaps it is more difficult for England than for any 
other nation to imagine herself in Germany's desperate 
position. Never has England been so completely humilia­
ted and so hopelessly overpowered as Germany was in 
the suitumn of 1918. England, which has not suffered 
invasion and subjection by a foreign Power for centuries; 
England, where no battle even of civil war has been 
fought since the days of Sedgemoor; England can have 
no conception of our terrible plight. Neither could we 
ourselves have imagined such a tiling before the War, 
and yet it happened. But any act of justice wc should 
find necessary would he taken in a strictly legal manner. 
Don’t condemn us, therefore, if we should act as you 
yourselves would act in our place. I hope that England 
will never find herself in a position like that of Germany, 
but if she wore in such a position and if, in her darkest 
hour, she was stabbed in the back, what would be the 
attitude of England when on her feel once more? What 
would be the attitude of English patriots towards those 
among their own nation who had sought to destroy their 
country?” 1

When standing for the Presidency of the Reich against 
llindcnburg in 1932 Hitler said:

"In my will you will find one day that I ask that 
nothing may be put upon mv tombstone save my name, 
Adolf Hitler. My title 1 create for myself with my name 
and my individuality: I ask titles from none: I receive 
no titles as a gift. Even Herr liindenburg cannot give 
me a title. What can a title mean for me, what meaning 
can the words Chancellor of the Reich have for me? 
My great rival, President von Hiiidenburg, is 85 years 

1 The Tim a, 4 Oct. 1930.
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old and I am 43 and I feel in excellent health. I am 
convinced that nothing will happen to me, for I know 
the greatness of the task for which Providence has chosen 
me. Before I am 85 years old Herr von Hindenburg 
will long ago have ceased to be.1*1

From Hitler's speeches delivered during the election cam­
paign in Lippc-Dctmold t’/i January 1933 a feto sentences 
may be qnoted:

“ If \vc struggle to win the German man, then in the 
last resort that is not because we need him as a voter at 
the polls but because we want to change him through 
our education, wc want to fit him for the great task set 
him by destiny— the unification of the German people 
and the service of the nation.”2

“ Whatever is of any value in the ideas of the men who 
are in power to-day they have taken over from us. And 
what docs not come from us is beneath criticism. 
Schleicher’s Government will be a continuation of the 
Government of von Papen and it will end precisely 
where the Government of von Papen ended. I have 
refused to become a minister without portfolio not 
because I shun responsibility, but because that way docs 
not lead to the goal.” 3

“ When people tell me that I ought after all to enter 
the Government in order to win for us powçr from 
behind the scenes, then I can only say that I have never 
learnt to play the game behind the flats and that I refuse 
to learn it.” 3

1 For the unfortunate impression created by these words, which 
did not appear in the Party Press, cf. Berliner Tageblatt, 8 Sept. 
1932, and see The Times, 9 Sept, 1932.

1 Speech at Detmold, V.B., 6 Jan. 1933.
} Speech in Augustdorf (on use of the Arbeitsdienst by the 

Government), V.B., 7 Jan. 1933.
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“ It is in the last resort immaterial what percentage of 
the people makes history: the essential thing is only that 
wc should be the last people to make history in 
Germany,” 1

“ O f one thing \vc are quite certain: one should never 
reap before the corn is ripe. We can wait and keep our 
scythes sharpened. The gathering together once more of 
the German people can no longer come from above: it can 
only come from below, since amongst the upper classes 
the fossilization of prejudices has already gone too far.” *

“ I have trained up a Movement in which from the 
beginning— from the least to the greatest—-I have burned 
out democracy and set authority in its place. In this 
new community I am building up the spirit of the com­
munity of a people’s life which is founded on a blood 
relationship.3 Parliament is only the supreme expression 
of a faulty education which has spread through the 
entire nation. It is not economics which saves a people, 
but the people must control its economic life.”4

“ Power comes at last in Germany only to him who 
has anchored this power most deeply in the people,” 4

"Those who to-day govern us believe that laws can 
take the place of the inner strength of a nation. But it 
is not how the Government acts which is decisive, but 
how the people reacts.” 3

In his speech at the Second Arbeitskongress ( Workers' 
Congress) oti 16 May 1934 Hitler said:

"One cannot blame the German working-man for his
1 Speech in Augustdorf (on the use of the Arbeitsdienst by the 

Governm ent), V.B., 7 Jan. 1933.
1 Speech at Calldorf. V.B., 8-9 Jan. 1933.
3 G entian: Ich banc in dieser neuen Gemeinschaft den Geist der 

blutmnssig völkischen Gemeinschaft.
4 Speech at Schwalenberg, V.B., 10 Jan. 1933.
* Speech at Lage, V.B., n  Jan. 1933.
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failure to find the way which would have led him to his 
people, to the community of the people, not to speak 
of the way to National Socialism, if we remember that 
on the other side millions of the so-called bourgeoisie 
{Burger) similarly failed to see the way, when in their 
case one might have expected that their higher culture 
and greater intelligence {Einsicht) would have made it 
much easier for them to do so. No! the unreason was 
the same in all classes— amongst the workers, the bour­
geoisie, and the business world {Unternehmertum). But 
in their hearts all these men had long before ceased to 
believe in the rightness of things as they were. For the 
most part neither bourgeoisie nor proletariat was ready 
to make sacrifices for their convictions, much less to die 
for them. . . .  We should not have been able to overrun 
this world in a few months and destroy the trade unions 
if men had still had faith in the rightness of their own 
idea. . . . Events have but confirmed our view that the 
overwhelming majority of German workmen was no 
longer attached to Marxism.” 1

1 V.B., 18 May 1934.
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g. T M E  O R G A N IZ A T IO N  O F  T H E  P A R T Y : 
T H E  M E A N IN G  O F  T H E  A N N U A L  G A T H E R ­
IN G S  O F  T H E  P A R T Y — T H E  P A R T E IT A G E

At the Rçichsparteiiag of 1926 Hitler said:

“ I was always particularly anxious to secure that 
Parteitage should on principle never be used for the 
settlement of personal disputes. Such disputes must 
certainly be settled in one way or another, but just as 
certainly the Parteitag, which once in the year should 
unite the whole Movement, is not the fitting day for 
such a settlement. Neither is it the place at which to 
seek to clarify unripe and uncertain ideas. Neither the 
length of time available at such a gathering nor its nature 
admit of giving to it the character of a Council. And it 
must never be forgotten that in all such cases or those 
similar to them great decisions have not been made at 
such Councils: on the contrary, for the most part, world- 
history pursues its course without paying any attention 
to them. World-history, like all events of historical sig­
nificance, is the result of the activity of single individuals 
— it is not the fruit of majority decisions.*’ ’

In his Proclamation read at the Nuremberg Parteitag of 
1933 Hitler said:

The line which separated the National Socialists from 
the bourgeois parties was their clear recognition of the 
conditions necessary for a successful attack upon M arx­
ism and their consequent action. They recognized that 
“ a power which is resolved to kill the spirit through 
terrorism cannot be broken so long as one persists in the 
pious resolution to use only the weapons of the spirit.1

1 Text in Wille mid Macht v (1937), Heft 17. : Cf. p. 185 supra.
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The use of weapons of the spirit in a fight has a meaning 
only so long as all sections of the people arc prepared to 
submit themselves to the results of a struggle waged in 
this manner. But so soon as Marxism hurled amongst 
the masses its watchword, ‘If thou wilt not my brother 
be, then I will smash thy skull for thee’ , a right of the 
fist was declared which the spirit must either attack with 
the same weapons or lose its influence and become his­
torically of no moment. It is a fallacy to believe that 
party-formations which for decades have fought with 
more or less ineffective weapons of the spirit can sud­
denly achieve heroic action. That is also the reason why 
with old and outworn organizations one can never hope 
that a new leadership would be able by their means to 
effect quite different actions. On the contrary every 
attempt to give to the bourgeois parties a leadership which 
is foreign to their nature can lead only to disunion 
between the leaders and the members. The conflict 
with Marxism therefore from the beginning demanded 
the creation of an organization which was, in its whole 
character, trained precisely for this battle and was there­
fore adapted to it. And that took time,”

In National Socialism such an organization was 
created and “ the essential precondition for every later 
real success was the fanatical faith in the victory of the 
Movement. . . . Our Mass-Gatherings did not serve 
merely to gain for us new supporters but— what was 
more important-— they served to fortify and give moral 
strength to those who were already won, . . .  The objects 
of the National Socialist Parteitage wrere :

(') T °  giye t0 the Leader of the Movement the oppor­
tunity to come once more into personal relations 
with other leaders.

(ii) T o  unite the members of the Party afresh with 
their leaders.
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(iii) To strengthen all alike in the confident expectation 
of victory, anti psychologically

(iv) To inspire the great impulses «F the spirit in their 
determination to pursue the struggle." . , .

'l'hat struggle had been at length crowned with success; 
the miracle had happened in Germany: “ the state of 
treachery 3iid perjury had been overcome and in its 
place had been restored a Reich of honour and loyalty 
and decency.”  . . . "T h e National Socialist Movement 
has become the German Reich, the German State." . . - 
"A t the beginning of this year (1933) there were weeks 
when we were but a hair’s breadth from Bolshevist 
chaos” ; National Socialism has done for Germany what 
Fascism did fur Italy.1 . . .

Speaking at IVciniar on 3 July {936, at the celebration 
of the tenth anniversary of the Parteitag held in that city, 
Hitler said:

"It was the external compulsion exercised by the law- 
governing associations which led the NSDAP, in the 
first instance to hold its Parteitage. The legal regulations 
demanded every year the holding of a so-called ‘General 
Meeting of Members’ .1 There was the further fact that 
the proceeding laid down by law for 'the election of 
fresh officers' used to occupy at most ten minutes in the 
case of the NSDAP., whose leadership, as is well known, 
had never been a problem. The idea of allowing this 
formal occasion of the gathering of delegates from the 
whole Reich to become at the same time a demonstration 
which should serve to strengthen the movement was 
the beginning of the conception of a Parteitag of the 
NSDAP.”

"Since the Bavarian Government of that day had 
seen fit, for reasons after all not difficult to understand,

1 F.Z., z  Sept. 1933. : GcnerolmitgUederverHmmttung.

O R G A N I Z A T I O N  OF P A R T Y :  M E A N I N G  OF

198



to forbid me to make speeches, only the ‘General Meet­
ing of Members’1— since no speeches were usually made 
at it— could be held in Munich in order to conform with 
the formalities prescribed by law. The Parteitag itself, 
however, we had to remove elsewhere and the dispen­
sation of fate led us then to Weimar, in Thuringia, which 
was one of the few States in which at that time I was 
allowed to speak in public. So we came to this city, and 
here for the first time we were able to develop the type 
of the new Parteitag, which was now completely freed 
from the last democratic fetter which the Law of Asso­
ciations imposed.”

The Leader went on to describe the internal reasons of 
organization which led to the division of the Parteitag into 
the Delegates' Congress and the Special Sessions. At the 
Congress, before chosen comrades and guests, the results of 
the campaign of the National Socialist Movement and the 
results of National Socialist research in every sphere of life 
were presented. “The plan was that an account should 
be given not only of what had been achieved, but also of 
what we had gained by our experience. Further, that 
the general lines of policy should be laid down which 
were to guide the future campaign of the coming year. 
That we freed this statement of the general lines of our 
policy and this rendering of account of the intellectual 
work of the Movement from all corrosive discussion, 
that we freed it, in particular, from any decision depend­
ing on a vote— all this led to an unexampled encourage­
ment of those who took part in these demonstrations. 
All those comrades who once in the year came from 
their little towns to attend a Reichsparteitag were not filled 
with the doubts and uncertainties which might have 
arisen from listening to the objections of an opposition, 
to discussions and so on; on the contrary, they turned 

1 Ctnerabnitgliederversanunlung.
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homewards filled with a new, blind trust and a new and 
unprecedented confidence."

"When the small man comes, perhaps only once in 
his life, from his home circle, from his village, from his 
small market town, to this intellectual centre of the 
Movement, lie has no wish to listen to bickerings be­
tween individual leaders, who neither can nor will come 
to an understanding: rather, during these days he wishes 
to draw fresh encouragement for his hard struggle in 
the world outside.* He wishes to carry away with him 
the conviction ‘M y leaders know what they want! For 

• if they do not know what they want, how ani I to know, 
how could I give my decision?’ ”

"The object of the Special Sessions is to deal with 
certain problems of a purely material kind. Here, too, 
the ruling principle is: Never must a resolution be 
passed by a majority decision! Never! The official in 
charge of the Special Session listens to the various 
expressions of opinion, and then on his side gives his 
decision. He announces: ‘I now dose the discussion: I 
have formed a picture and I will now suggest to the 
Leader that this or that should be done.’ For if specia­
lists cannot agree on any problem, and the majority alone 
is to determine the point, the question arises: Who is to 
bear the responsibility for that decision if the step which 
has been decided upon should afterwards prove mis­
taken and the defeated party be shown to have been in 
the right? That responsibility must always be under­
taken by a single man. There is no decision possible for 
which one man docs not assume responsibility. That is 
the ruling principle of our Movement. It is the principle 
of an old Germanic democracy which knows no respou- 1

1 Cf. a similar passage in Hitler's Proclamation read at the 
N u r e m b e r g  Parteitag of September 1937. V.D., 8 Sept. 1937, and 
se e  p. 20 7 infra.
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sibility which goes downwards while authority goes 
upwards, but which knows only an authority which 
proceeds downwards from the top and a responsibility 
which proceeds upwards from the bottom. And the 
highest point in this hierarchy of responsibility recog­
nizes in its turn as its supreme instance the authority of 
the German people as a whole to whose service we all 
feel ourselves pledged and to which we are responsible.*’ 

“ On matters which are clear there is no need for a 
vote. Therefore one needs to vote only on matters which 
are not clear. There are matters which often create 
difficulties even for the intellectual {geistige) leadership 
of a Movement and on which in consequence there arc 
doubts or different views. These are the questions 
therefore which should be put to the vote. Who then 
should vote on such an issue? The masses of the com­
rades ? Hut that would mean that the politician surren­
ders altogether the intellectual leadership of the Party, 
for in such a case the mass must logically be the leaders. 
But who then bears the true responsibility for the deci­
sion ? Do you think it possible that anyone with a real 
personality would be content to assume a responsibility 
which was imposed {aufoktroyiert) upon him by any 
majority ? You may object that the bourgeois world and 
Marxism have in fact acted in this way. True, but we 
have ourselves experienced also the heroic issue of these 
experiments. They have indeed carried out the orders 
which they received from the masses, but for those 
orders they have never had the courage to accept the 
responsibility. And that is comprehensible: an anony­
mous majority, which the lack of character in our past 
history avowedly turned into a so-called secret majority, 
one cannot make responsible. How should these millions 
with their secret decision— made, if possible, with sealed 
voting-papers dropped into the urn— how should they
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bear the responsibility? Consider the immorality (die 
Unmoral) of this principle. Here men who take their 
stand as leaders assume a responsibility in their own 
name which they receive, imposed upon them, from 
men who have not even the courage to say openly either 
Yes or No, How can a man of any character, for example, 
undertake responsibility for a vital decision— for a deci­
sion which may determine the existence or non-existencc 
of a nation— when that decision is forced upon him by 
an anonymous majority? In that case he would have to 
defend a policy with the authority of ins own name, 
while thousands or hundreds of thousands, perhaps, it 
may be, millions, without giving their names, place this 
one man under the obligation to do that for which they 
are totally unable to accept responsibility. That is im­
possible! That leads to cowardice, to the loss of all sense 
of the meaning of responsibility! The leadership of a 
people cannot be merely the executive organ— the leaders 
must lead!”

“ If no one is prepared to undertake responsibility, the 
result must be the annihilation of all authority, it must 
be destructive of the whole value of human personality. 
And if someone objects, ‘Yes, but you, too, permit 
voting.’ True, but never on questions of detail, only on 
really large questions—on tasks which can be dearly 
visualized by the whole German people. And that means 
that if I take a step on behalf of the German people for 
the restoration of its honour or its freedom, then I expect 
that the German people will grasp the significance of 
that step and that it will support me. Even in such a case 
I will not say, 'I should like to take this step, but first I 
must be protected: there must be a vote and only if the 
voting is in my favour, then I will venture to take the 
step.’ No! That a truly National Socialist leadership 
will never do. A National Socialist leader will make his
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decision and then afterwards, if need be, he will declare: 
‘People, we have made this decision conscientiously and 
on the best information we could get. Please, now, give 
your judgement!' And we know then quite well what 
the judgement of the people will be. That is to say, the 
more one appeals to the people through elections to give 
their judgement only on questions of the greatest import 
and those which move it to the depths— the more surely 
a people is conscious that it really has at its head a 
resolute leadership— the more decisively will it support 
that leadership.”

“ But still it may be objected: ‘Anyhow that is after 
all a Government without a people.1 No! That would 
be so if an individual man should have the presumption 
to put himself at the head of the nation and to declare: 
T  rule.’ Then one could justifiably say, ‘Why do you 
rule? and by what right? Anybody could come and 
make the same declaration.’ Noi The Party stands as 
a living organism of the people behind this leadership. 
The Party is the people. The Party is the organization 
of the political leadership of the people, and, further, the 
Party is, precisely as is everything in life, the result of a 
process of selection. In it are concentrated all those who 
from amongst the people are naturally qualified for 
political life, all those who in any way have the inner 
conviction that they must perforce devote themselves to 
politics. The Party is a body of picked men. It repre­
sents in its constitution a selection from the people of its 
political elements. Thus the Party is the leadership and 
in fact the legislature. The State is the administration 
and it has the duty of acting as the executive. The Party 
as an organization of picked men thus fulfils all the con­
ditions necessary for a Government closely bound up 
with the people, for the whole personnel which deter­
mines the action of the State and of the Reich runs
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from base to summit through this Movement. It is con­
structed from a process of continuous selection, and this 
selection begins in the smallest unit, in the cell, in the 
local group {Ortsgruppe)." ■

“ If ever it could be maintained of a Movement that 
it was not built on a single personality, then that is true 
of our Movement. At the moment at which we banished 
for ever from our midst the democratic poison of per­
petual disunion and intrigue there came to our leader­
ship this stability, this internal security. And if ever any 
element failed to adapt itself to this order of ours, as you 
well know, it was rejected. Thus there arose this wonder­
ful, indestructible community between the highest leader, 
his collaborators, and the body of their followers. We 
can never dispense with this leadership; this it is which 
guarantees to the Party its perpetuity. Through the 
selection of its body of leaders the Party will in the 
future be able to appoint the men needed for the execu­
tion of all the tasks set them by the nation and only in 
this way can there be built up a leadership of the people 
which shall be really hard, truly capable for all its duties, 
a leadership ripened by experience.”

“ If the principle of so-called ‘public discussion’ could 
in fact remove abuses, then wc ought to be living in a 
Paradise, for never was there more discussion than in 
our parliamentary period. But all this talk produced not 
improvement, but only an increase in confusion, inse­
curity, and ineffectiveness. It was on these methods that 
our whole bourgeois Marxist-democratic parliamentary 
life was built up. Only for this reason were we able to 
destroy it, to smash it into pieces and to extinguish it 
from our history. It had to be destroyed because a 
clearer, far truer organization had arisen which could be 
set in its place. And thus it was no wonder that from 
the very day when this Movement was founded I could
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be convinced that this Party tuust win Germany to its 
side. It is through no chance that we came to power: 
we came to power through an iron' law of natural 
necessity.” 3

In a speech at the Harvest Thanksgiving on the Biicker- 
berg (3 October 1937) Hitler said that the miracle of the 
National Socialist Revolution was a miracle of reason—  
‘ ‘namely, that the German people has become so reason­
able and has once more learned to think. . . . Our great 
demonstrations which we hold in Germany are always 
only celebrations (Tagungen) at which we must endea­
vour to bring our people to think reasonably."3

In the Proclamation read at the opening of the Parteitag 
in September J937 Hitler said:

The annual Parteitag at Nuremberg has become "the 
Great Community-Festival of the Nation” . "Ten years 
ago this assembly might have been rightly called the 
Revolutionary Congress of a Party which was seeking to 
capture a State by storm: to-day it is the great review of 
the army of the German nation— a nation won by 
National Socialism.” .

Since the early days of the Movement there were three 
purposes which the general assemblies at the Parteitag 
had to fulfil:

(i) The statement of what had been achieved through 
the activity and work of the Movement, what had 
been already effectively planned; in a word, how 
far the aims of the Movement had been realized.

(ii) The proclamation of the tasks and therefore of the 
work to be accomplished both in the near and 
more distant future.

• German : auf Grund eines ehernen natur notwendigen Gesetzes.
F.Z., 5 July 1936. i Ibid., 4 Oct. 1937.
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(iii) The education of those comrades, both men and 
women, who at these Parteitage showed them­
selves specially enthusiastic, the aim being to 
initiate them and through them the whole people 
into the spirit of those principles of the Movement 
which determined its tenets and organization.

Hitler then proceeded to explain that it was essential that 
these great annual gatherings should take place in the same 
city each year, since only thus could there be created, in the 
course of time, buildings adequate to receive the great masses 
of the assembled people. The preparation of Nuremberg 
as the Parteitag city might take decades. It was now 
realized that the choice of Nuremberg for these meetings 
was completely justified: “ in no other city could even 
future generations establish that magical association of 
the heritage of a past of unexampled richness with the 
clear evidences of a glorious present and of a future 
which were no less unique."

“ In a single section— in the coming into being of the 
new Nuremberg— one may recognize the growth of our 
Movement, the development of Germany. A gigantic 
forum is being constructed: the spaces for our parades 
arc the greatest in the world. To-morrow there is to be 
laid the foundation stone of a Stadium such as the world 
has never seen. In two years at least the structure of 
the colossus of our Congress Hall will stand completed 
and as our first granite monument will bear witness to 
the greatness of the idea which inspired it and bear 
witness also to the greatness of the whole layout of the 
new city.” 1

In his speech to members of the Party at the Nuremberg 
Parteitag on 13 September 1936 Hitler said: “ Do we not 
feel once again in this hour the miracle that brought us 

1 V.B., 8 Sept. 1937­
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together? Once you heard the voice of a man, and it 
struck deep into your hearts; it awakened you, and you 
followed this voice. Year after year you went after it, 
though him who had spoken you never even saw. You 
heard only a voice, and you followed it. When we meet 
each other here, the wonder of our coming thus together 
fills us all. Not everyone of you secs me, and I do not 
sec everyone of you. But I feel you, and you feel me!’1

“ It is the belief in our people that has made us small 
men great, that has made us poor men rich, that has 
made brave and courageous men out of us wavering, 
spiritless, timid folk; this belief made us see our road 
when wc were astray; it joined us together into one 
whole!"

“ So on one day you all come into this city, leaving 
your small villages, your market-towns, your cities, 
leaving your mines, your factories, and your ploughs. 
You come, that from the small world that surrounds 
your daily fight for existence, and your fight for Ger­
many and for our people you may, once in a while, gain 
the feeling that now we are together; we are with him 
and he with us, and we are now Germany! . . . Never 
in these long years have we offered any other prayer but 
this: Lord, grant to our people peace at home, and grant 
and preserve to them peace from the foreign foe! We 
in our generation have lived through so much fighting 
that it is natural that we should long for peace. We wish 
to work, wc wish to mould our Reich, to organize it after 
our own fashion, not after that of the Bolshevist Jewsl”

"W e wish to care and to work for the future of the 
children of our people; we wish not only to make their 
life one day secure, but to make it easier. The past for 
us has been so burdensome that of the mercy and good­
ness of Providence we can ask only one thing : Spare our 
children what we have had to endure! . . . Through the
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hard schooling of the struggle, Fate in its grace gave to 
us men selected and chosen; that which Fate gave us 
we would guard for the future through our own rigorous 
selection. To be a National Socialist is to be a man, to 
be a fighter; it is to be brave and courageous and capable 
of sacrifice. That, too, we are for all time!’1

", . . And as a prophet I can say to you: This Reich 
has lived through only the first days of its youth. It will 
grow on into the centuries, it will become strong and 
mighty. These banners shall be borne through the ages 
by ever new generations of our people. Germany has 
found herself! Our people is born again!"1

' V . B . ,  13 Sept. 1936.
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In his speech in the Reichstag on 23 March 1933 Hitler 
said:

"Hardly ever has a revolution on such a large scale 
been carried out in so disciplined and bloodless a fashion 
as this renaissance of the German people in the last few 
weeks.” 1

In his speech to the representatives of the foreign Press, 
delivered 6 April 1933, Hitler said:

Against the "intolerable terrorization” of the former 
political parties "stand the unheard of discipline and the 
unexampled self-control of the victorious Revolution. 
Not only did the retaliation bear no relation to the 
sufferings which had been endured but even where there 
was retaliation it was always given rein (ausgelöst) only 
through the necessity to break the opposition of the 
November-systcm.” 2

In his speech to Leaders of the Party delivered at 
Munich on 22 April 1933 Hitler said that what distin­
guished this revolution from others was “ that it had 
been successfully kept under discipline in the hands of 
leaders fully conscious of their aims. . . . The mark of 
the national uprising was that the power which sustained 
it was the National Socialist Movement which had been 
built up in the strictest discipline and had been tempered 
through struggle (kämpfgestählt). . . . What had hap­
pened in Germany had been a unique, wonderfully 
elastic interplay between the impulsive popular Move-

1 ‘ German text, D o k u m en te  der deutschen P o lit ik , i (1935), p. 35; 
authorized English translation (as above) in The New Germany 
desires W o r k  a n d  P ea ce , p. 26.

1 D o k u m e n te  d er deutschen  P o lit ik , i (1935), p. aja.
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ment and the considered conduct of affairs by the 
leaders.’*1

In his speech in the Sportpalast, Berlin, on 24 October 
1933 Hitler replied to the charges 0/ excesses and atrocities 
brought by the foreign Press; he said:

“ When has there ever been a revolution so free from 
excesses (Crenel) as ours? In the days when there was 
revolution in Germany there was greater order than in 
many countries where there was no-revolution. . . . Even 
if there were excesses, we could still stand comparison 
with the excesses of revolutions amongst other peoples. 
It is true we have to barricade the streets, but not because 
the people wants to stone the Government, but because 
the people wants to express to the Government its jubi­
lation. I go any day amongst the people w'ithout a cordon 
of police. People can always know where I am and 
where I am going. I have not the least fear that the 
people may attack me: on the contrary my greatest 
anxiety is that perhaps a small child might be crushed 
before my motor.”

“ And if I compare the excesses of the French Revo­
lution I can only say: We at least have established no 
guillotine, we have not created any Vendée in Germany. 
Even with the worst elements we have only kept them 
apart from the nation. Unfortunately the rest of the 
world declines to take them from us; we would so gladly 
put them at their disposal.”2

In his speech in the Reichstag on 30 January 1934 Hitler 
said:

“ We have been able on the whole to guide this national 
resurgence in such a model fashion as has hardly ever

1 V.B., 25 Apr. 1933.
* D o k u m en te  der deutschen P o lit ik , i (1935)1 P- l27 -
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been known in the past, except in the case of the Fascist 
revolution in Italy, . , . This is the imperishable service 
performed by the National Socialist Party and its organi­
zations and the service performed by the Brown Guards, 
They prepared the German resurgence and carried it 
out and completed it almost without bloodshed and with 
unprecedented adherence to the programme.” 1

In his New Year Proclamation of i  January 1934 
Hitler said: “ Without the organization of our SA, and
SS. wc should all have fallen victims to the Red Terror__
Without the National Socialist Party, without the SA. 
and SS., even a German uprising could only have taken 
the form of a bloody and turbulent massacre; it is only 
thanks to the Party that one of the greatest revolutions 
in world-history was effected with such discipline, with 
such order that only in a single State in our own day 
could it find its model and its parallel— in the Italy of 
the Fascist Revolution. And it is not because of any fear 
of blood that wc have carried through this Revolution 
without bloodshed, but only because of our profound 
sympathy with those whom we have always regarded 
only as misled, as seduced by lies.” 1

On the character of the National Socialist Revolution 
in a speech delivered at Munich on 19 March 1934 Hitler 
said:

“ The victory of a party is a change of government. 
The victory of a Weltanschauung is a revolution— and a 
revolution which effects a profound and essential trans­
formation in the condition of a people. For the revolt 
of 1918 the word Revolution has indeed been used, but

' V .D . ,  31 Jan. 1934- Authorized English translation (as above) 
in separate pamphlet, p. 19.

2 Ibid., 2 Jan. 1934. .
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fundamentally it was only a change of Government. The 
same disastrous forces which formerly shared in the 
government of Germany did but appear more openly 
for all to see. Marxists and capitalists, the ‘Fighters for 
Throne and Altar’ , the atheists all found their way to 
each other, because in fact they differed from one another 
in nothing. They knew no longer any differences as soon 
as it came to opposing the National Socialists. . . .  In 
this struggle lite National Socialists were the representa­
tives of a real Weltanschauung, and thus this Welt­
anschauung produced a real revolution. This revolution 
has done more to effect a real inner transformation than 
all the Bolshevist revolts taken together. The March 
revolution of the year 1933 was in trulli lite spring 
revolution of the German people. A  spring has now 
once more begun for us— in this spring we all live and 
in this spring wc all are happy.” *

“There is no romance in wo rid-history more wonder­
ful than the development of our Party.” 1

“ It is a miracle which has been wrought upon the 
German people, and we do not wisii to fall into the fault 
which seized upon the German people at the end of the 
war-years— ingratitude. What was accomplished last 
year is so unheard of that it should constrain us to the 
profoundest humility. It shows that the Almighty has 
not deserted our people: He received it into His grace at 
the moment when it found itself again. And that it shall 
never again lose itself, that must be our vow so long as 
we shall live and so long as the Lord gives us the strength 
to continue the battle.” *

"History will never be able to lay to our charge that 
wc wrought blind havoc. I believe that no revolution in 
the history of the world has proceeded and been con­
ducted with more caution and skill (Vorsicht mid Klug- 

1 F.Z., xi Mnr. 1934.

212

 

 



heit) than ours. Everything had been considered ten 
times over and we have taken not one step too many. 
No one in Germany should complain. If our enemies 
of the Red Flag had come to power, then in Germany as 
elsewhere we should have seen only a heap of smoking 
ruins. But to-day we sec in Germany vigorous life.” 1

In his Proclamation (30 January 1935) issued on the 
second anniversary of the assumption of power by the 
National Socialists Hitler said, speaking of the Revolution 
of 1933: “ By the side of the fanatical fighters of our revo­
lutionary' National Socialist Party stood the soldiers of 
our army with its wealth of traditions. There was a 
mobilization of human forces of such vast range that 
hardly can anyone before our day have even dreamed of 
its like. Beginning with the bands of our youth in its 
millions and extending to the gigantic community of 
workers with head and hand1 united in a single Front, 
the Revolution bears its witness to the skill and the 
labour which National Socialists have spent on their 
organizations. It was not that an old world was broken 
in pieces but rather that a new world arose and super­
seded the old. . . .  In no stage of our National Socialist 
advance, in no stage of our fighting did chaos rule. It 
was the most bloodless (unblutigste) revolution in the 
history of the world and yet the most decisive.” 1

In his speech in the Lustgarten, Berlin, on 1 May 1936 
Hitler said:

‘ ‘When we came to power in 1933 the German people 
in those weeks found itself in the midst of a mighty 
historical transformation. A Revolution passed over

1 F . Z . ,  21 Mar., 1934.
J German: A r b e ite r  der S l i m  u n d  F a u l t : “ workers with brow 

and fist.“  } F  Z . ,  31 Jan. 1935-
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Germany, but it was distinguished from other happen­
ings of the same kind by the unheard of discipline which 
marked its advance and indeed its whole course. 
Although Germany outwardly presented a picture of the 
profoundest peace, yet internally there was carried 
through the greatest upheaval in the whole of German 
history— a Revolution which was legalized through the 
people’s confidence, a Revolution which really did but 
sweep away that which in itself was already in ruins. 
This Revolution did not bring a new conception to the 
German people, it only finally won for a new conception 
general recognition.” 1

In his speech to the Reichstag on 30 January J<)37 
Hitler said:

"Surely nobody will doubt the fact that during the 
last four years a revolution of the most momentous 
character has passed like a storm over Germany. Who 
could compare this new Germany with that which 
existed on the 30th of January four years ago, when I 
took my oath of loyalty before the venerable President 
of the Reich?”

“ I am speaking of a National Socialist Revolution; 
but this revolutionary process in Germany had a par­
ticular character of its own, which may have been the 
reason why the outside world and so many of our fellow- 
countrymen failed to understand the profound nature 
of the transformation that took place. I do not deny 
that this peculiar feature, which has been for us the 
most outstanding characteristic of the lines along which 
the National Socialist Revolution took place— a feature 
which we can be specially proud of— has hindered rather 
than helped to make this unique historic event under­
stood abroad and among some of our own people. For 

1 F . Z . ,  3 May 1936.
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the National Socialist Revolution was in itself a revolu­
tion in the revolutionary tradition.”

“ What I mean is this: throughout thousands of years 
the conviction grew up and prevailed, not so much in the 
German mind as in the minds of the contemporary 
world, that bloodshed and the extermination of those 
hitherto in power— together with the destruction of 
public and private institutions and property— were es­
sential characteristics of every true revolution. Mankind 
in general lias grown accustomed to accept revolutions 
with all these consequences somehow or other as if they 
were legal happenings. I do not mean that people en­
dorse all this tumultuous destruction of life and pro­
perly; but they certainly accept it as the necessary 
accompaniment of events which, because of this very 
reason, are called revolutions.”

“ Herein lies the difference between the National 
Socialist Revolution and other revolutions, with the ex­
ception of the Fascist Revolution in Italy. The National 
Socialist Revolution was almost entirely a bloodless 
proceeding. When the Party took over power in Ger­
many, after overthrowing the very formidable obstacles 
that had stood in its way, it did so without causing any 
damage whatsoever to property. I can say with a certain 
amount of pride that this was the first revolution in 
which not even a window-pane was broken.”

“ Don’t misunderstand me, however. If this revolu­
tion was bloodless that was not because we were not 
manly enough to look at blood.”

“ I was a soldier for more than four years in a war 
where more blood was shed than ever before throughout 
human history. I never lost my nerve, no matter what 
the situation was and no matter what sights I had to face. 
The same holds good for my Party colleagues. But we 
did not consider it as part of the programme of the
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National Socialist Revolution to destroy human life or 
material goods, but rather to build up a new and better 
life. And it is the greatest source of pride to us that we 
have been able to carry through this revolution, which 
is certainly the greatest revolution ever experienced in 
the history of our people, with a minimum of loss and 
sacrifice. Only in those cases where the murderous lust 
of the Bolshevics, even after the 30th of January 1933, 
led them to think that by the use of brute force they 
could prevent the success and realization of the National 
Socialist ideal— only then did wc answer violence with 
violence, and naturally wc did it promptly. Certain 
other individuals of a naturally undisciplined tempera­
ment, and who had no political consciousness whatso­
ever, had to be taken into protective custody; but, 
generally speaking, these individuals were given their 
freedom after a short period. Beyond this there was a 
small number who took part in politics only for the pur­
pose of establishing an alibi for their criminal activities, 
which were proved by the numerous sentences to prison 
and penal servitude that had been passed upon them pre­
viously. We prevented such individuals from pursuing 
their destructive careers, inasmuch as wc set them to do 
some useful work, probably for the first time in their 
lives.”

"I do not know if there ever has been a revolution 
which was of such a profound character as the National 
Socialist Revolution and which at the same time allowed 
innumerable persons who had been prominent in poli­
tical circles under the former regime to follow their 
respective callings in private life peacefully and without 
causing them any worry. Not only that, but even many 
among our bitterest enemies, some of whom had occu­
pied the highest positions in the Government, were 
allowed to enjoy their regular emoluments and pensions.”
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“ That is what we did. But this policy did not always 
help our reputation abroad. Just a few months ago we 
had an experience with some very honourable British 
world-citizens who considered themselves obliged to 
address a protest to me because I had some criminal 
protégés of the Moscow regime interned in a German 
concentration camp. Perhaps it is because I am not very 
well informed on current affairs that I have not heard 
whether those honourable gentlemen have ever ex­
pressed their indignation at the various acts of sanguinary 
violence which these Moscow criminals committed in 
Germany, or whether they ever expressed themselves 
against the slogan: ‘Strike down and kill the Fascist 
wherever you meet him’ , or whether, for example, they 
have taken the occasion of recent happenings in Spain 
to express their indignation against slaughtering and 
violating and burning to death thousands upon thousands 
of men, women, and children. If the revolution in 
Germany had taken place according to the democratic 
model in Spain these strange apostles of non-interven­
tion abroad would probably find that there was nothing 
which they need to worry about. People closely 
acquainted with the state of affairs in Spain have 
assured us that if we place the number of persons who 
have been slaughtered in this bestial way at 170,000, the 
figure will probably be too low rather titan too high. 
Measured by the achievements of the noble democratic 
revolutionaries in Spain, the quota of human beings 
allotted for slaughter to the National Socialist Revolu­
tion would have been about 400,000 or 500,000; because 
our population is about three times larger than that of 
.Spain. That we did not carry out this mass-slaughter 
is apparently looked upon as a piece of negligence on 
our part. We see that the democratic world-citizens are 
by no means gracious in their criticism of this leniency.”
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“ Wc certainly had the power in our hands to do what 
has been done in Spain. And probably wc had better 
nerves than the murderer who steals upon his victim 
unawares, shunning the open fight, and who is capable 
only of murdering defenceless hostages. Wc have been 
soldiers and wc never flinched in the face of battle 
throughout that most gruesome war of all times. Our 
hearts and, I may also add, our sound common sense 
saved us from committing any acts like those which 
have been done in Spain."

■' “Taking it all in all, fewer lives were sacrificed in the 
National Socialist Revolution than the number of 
National Socialist followers who were murdered in Ger­
many by our Bolshcvic opponents in the year 1932 
alone, when there was no revolution."

"This absence of bloodshed and destruction was made 
possible solely because we had adopted a principle which 
not only guided our conduct in the past but which wc 
shall also never forget in the future. This principle was 
that the purpose of a revolution, or of any general change 
in the condition of public affairs, cannot be to produce 
chaos but only to replace what is bad by substituting 
something better. In such cases, however, something 
better must be ready at hand. On the 30th of January 
four years ago, when the venerable President of the 
Reich sent for me and entrusted me with the task of 
forming a new Cabinet, we had already come through a 
strenuous struggle in our efforts to obtain supreme 
political control over the State. All the means employed 
in carrying on that struggle were strictly within the law 
as it then stood and the protagonists in the fight were 
the National Socialists. Before the new State could be 
actually established and promulgated, the idea of it and 
the model for its organization had already existed within 
the framework of our Party. All the fundamental prin-
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ciplcs on which the new Reich was to be constructed 
were the principles and ideas already embodied in the 
National Socialist Party.”

“ As a result of the constitutional struggle to win over 
our German fellow-countrymen to our side the Party 
had established its predominance in the Reichstag and 
for a whole year before it actually assumed power it 
already had the right to demand this power for itself, 
even according to the principles of the parliamentary- 
democratic system. But it was essential for the National 
Socialist Revolution that this Party should put forward 
demands which of themselves would involve a real revo­
lutionary change in the principles and institutions of 
government hitherto in force.”

“ When certain individuals who were blind to the 
actual state of affairs thought that they could refuse to 
submit to the practical application of the principles of 
the movement which had been entrusted with the 
government of the Reich, then, but not until then, the 
Party used an iron hand to make these illegal disturbers 
of the peace bend their stubborn necks before the laws 
of the new National Socialist Reich and Government."

“ With this act the National Socialist Revolution came 
to an end. For as soon as the Party had taken over 
power, and this new condition of affairs was consolidated, 
I looked upon it as a matter of course that the Revolution 
should be transformed into an evolution.” 1

Note

T H E  M O D E L ’ R E V O L U T IO N  IN  T H E  SPEECH ES O F G O ER1N G

Reference may be made to some statements of Goering in 
illustration of Hitler’s view of the Model Revolution. The police

‘ F.Z., 31 Jan. 1937; authorized English translation (as above) 
published in pamphlet form (Berlin, Müller), pp. 5-9.
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of Prussia could be in no doubt of whai was expected of them: 
Gocring's order ran:

“ I assume tliat it is unnecessary’ especially to point out that 
the police must in all circumstances avoid giving even the appear­
ance of a hostile attitude, still less the impression of persecution, 
against the patriotic associations {the Nazi Storm Detachments 
and the Stahlhelm). I expect from all police authorities that they 
maintain the best relations with these organizations which com­
prise the most important State-constructive forces. Patriotic 
activities and propaganda are in be supported by every means. 
Police restrictions and impositions must only be used in tbc most 
urgent eases."

"T h e  activities of subversive organizations are on the contrary 
to be combated with' the most drastic methods. Communist 
terrorist acts and attacks are to be proceeded against with all 
severity, and when necessary weapons must be ruthlessly used. 
Police officers who in the execution of this duty use their fire­
arms will be supported by me without regard for the effect of 
their shots; on the other hand, officers who fail from false con- 
sidcratcncss' may expect disciplinary measures". . . .

"Every official must constantly bear in mind that failure to act 
is more serious than errors committed in acting.” *

In an address delivered in February 1933 to police and other 
officials of Prussia Goeting enjoined the strictest secrecy on the 
assembled officials because he knew that many of his instructions 
“ conflicted with the present rights and laws of the Rcicli and its 
member States". He threatened with immediate dismissal any 
official who disclosed any detail of his confidential orders. 
“ Every official who follows my instructions," he is reported to 
have said, “ may be sure of tny absolute protection. It is not his 
business to ask. if his office may not be found guilty afterwards of 
transgressing the Constitution. There will be no attorney and no 
judge to punish an official for following the new course." It  was 
not the business of any official, especially of any policeman, to 
inquire what happened in the houses of Storm Troopers: "even 
if weapons arc piled mountain high in these houses, no police

1 The Manchester Guardian (21 Feb. 1933) translates “ unneces­
sarily considerate ofhciols1’-

2 I have not the German text of this order, I hove copied the 
translation published in The Times of at Feb. 1933.
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official has anything to seek there.”  Even if criminal offences 
were committed by members of these households, it was not the 
business of the police, but that of the leaders of the SA. to make 
inquiries.1

In March 1933 Goering said in a speech at Essen: “ We 
assuredly wish to annihilate anything which opposes the people 
and the Nation. People say that the population is in a fearful 
state of excitement because the Jewish stores arc temporarily 
closed: I ought to intervene. What after all has happened except 
that we Germans have called on Germans not to buy anything 
of Jews but only of Germans! I am told that I ought to set the 
police to work. Certainly I will set the police to work and ruth­
lessly wherever anyone attempts to harm the German people. 
But I refuse to admit that the police is a troop for the protection 
of Jewish stores. No, the police protects anyone who walks 
honestly in Germany; but it is not there to protect usurers. We 
live in extraordinary times: the Nation has been awakened. We 
stand by our word: the account shall be settled! Folk are so 
excited one might think that every morning there were some two 
or three thousand dead, and yet in the whole business no one has 
lost a nose or an car."1

“ It is said that here and there someone has been carried off 
and ill-treated : one can only answer, 'where planing is carried on, 
the shavings fly’. [Coering later said that in 1933 there was much 
planing to be done, and therefore many shavings fell.5] If we 
make many mistakes, still we will at least act and keep hold on 
our nerves. I would rather shoot sometimes too short or too 
far provided only I shoot!"4 •

In a speech at Stettin on 17 March 1933 Goering said; “ The 
settling up for the most accursed crime in Germany history, the 
settling up for that accursed November of 1918, will and must 
be carried through.” 5 O f the “ Marxists” he said: “ I will stick 
my fist into the necks of these creatures until they are done for.” *

In an interview with a correspondent of the Teiegraaf Goering 
admitted that Jewish stores had been attacked, though he urged

1 Obviously there is no text for this in the German Press : I quote 
from The Manche iter Guardian, 27 Feb. 1933.

* V.n., 12-13 Mar. 1933.
1 Ibid., 30 Jan. 1935- 4 F.Z., 12 Mar. 1933.
5 V.B., 19-20 Mar. 1933. * F.Z., 18 Mar. 1933.
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that the Revolution itati been carried through with but little 
bloodshed.1 On 25 March 1933 he said that the daily toll of dead 
had nut been greater than in the political conflicts of recent 
years; while Jews had been arrested and beaten, these excesses 
had now ceased. Ko one, he stated, had been blinded. Only in 
less than a dozen clashes had there been mortal injuries.1

Gocring's speech at Frankfurt a/M. {on 3 March 1933) deserves 
careful study.1 “ I. am not disturbed," lie said, "when certain 
critics sanctimoniously excite themselves over the measures which 
1 have taken and cry aloud fur 'more justice’ . I measure with 
two measures. 1 should not be just if L did not hunt the Red 
'bosses' (Bonzen) to the devil."1

"M y measures will not be sicklier) over by any juristic doubts—  
nor through any bureaucracy. Here it is no justice which I have to 
exercise: here I have only to annihilate and destroy— nothing else!"

"And you, Communists, in order that you may draw no false 
conclusions, know that 1 with my Urownshirts am carrying oil a 
fight to the death and in this fight I will put my fist in your 
necks."1

This is the man who was responsible for the conduct of the 
“ Revolution in Revolutions", ‘ 'the Model Revolution” , which, 
as he assured the Academy for German Law in his speech on 
13 November 1934, hail been conducted "with unheard of disci­
pline and legality";6 or, as he wrote later,7 "as wc look back from 
a somewhat greater distance upon the year 1933 we sec that the 
Führer was justified when he said that no revolution had been 
carried through with such discipline as was the German Revo­
lution of the year 1933.”

Note
For Goebbels on the Model Revolution cf. Signale tier neuen 

Zeit, 3rd cdn.t Munich, Eher, 1937, pp. 136, 215 {"not a little 
hair of any Jew in Germany was rufllcd without good cause"), 
239, 252 (repeats the planing simile), 303. Cf. also p. 30t.

1 V.Ti., 22 Mar. 1933. 1 F.Z., ifi Mar. 1933.
1 Hermann Gocring, Reden und Auf tatst: hcrausgcgcbcn von 

Dr. Erich Grilzbach, Munich, Eher, 1938, pp. 19-30.
* Op. eit., pp. 27-8. * Ibid., p. 27.
6 Ibid,, p. 148. 7 Ibid., p. 184; V.B., 30 Jan. 1935.
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ii. THE MOVEMENT AND THE 
OPPOSITION .

It may be of interest to collect in this place a feto dicta of 
Hitler on the National Socialist Movement and its 
achievement.

In his speech at a Führertagung in Berlin on 14 June 
1933 Hitler said: “ The law of the National Socialist 
Revolution has not yet run its eourse. Its dynamic force 
{Dynamik) still dominates to-day the development in 
Germany, a development which presses forward irre­
sistibly to a complete remodelling of German life. The 
greatest possible encouragement of the forces of our. 
people’s life (Volkstums) must always and everywhere be 
our starting-point and that must determine the direction 
of our action. . . . The new Germany which is sustained 
by this Movement can no longer be shaken by any power 
if only National Socialists remain what they are, what 
they have been in the past, and if only they remain 
always conscious of the source of their strength— the 
National Socialist Party.” 1

In a speech at Munich on 22 April 1933 Hitler said: 
“ It is not the lukewarm and those who are neutral who 
make history but the men who accept battle. Because 
our Movement has marched and still marches at the 
double it has in itself the strength to prevail against the 
foe and to win the victory. The Movement has taken 
over two thousand years of German civilization and 
German history: it will be the support of the German 
civilization and German history of the future. It will 
see to it that new imperishable monuments (Dokumente) 
shall be created which will place Germany for the future

1 F.Z., 16 June 1933.
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amongst the great civilized peoples of world-history. 
We labour not for the Movement but for the mil­
lennia.” '

In an interview with Mr. Vernon Bartlett in June i  9 34  
Hitler said: "A t the risk of appearing to talk nonsense 
T will tell you that this Movement will go on for a 
thousand years. The people arc more behind me to-day 
than they were a year ago. They follow me wherever I 
go and they will continue to do so. We are not the sort 
of men to capitulate before any difficulties. We are all 
self-made men who have grown strong in the struggle.” 1

hi the Proclamation read at the Nuremberg Parteitag 
of 1934 Hitler said: “ When the National Socialist Party, 
filled with fiery faith in a Weltanschauung, began its fight 
for Germany, in the very nature of such an undertaking 
it could not be but that faith sent more recruits than 
abstract knowledge— a knowledge often wise only in its 
own conceit. With the faith and the ardour of these 
unspoilt, unperverted men it was possible to change the 
whole axis of a State1— but not otherwise.” *

In a speech to the officials of the Party delivered in 
Berlin on 13 July 1933 he said: “ We have conquered the 
country through fighting; we must now cultivate it 
through peace.”5

I11 a speech to the Old Fighters in the Lustgarten, Berlin, 
on 30 January 1936 he said: “ Wc all know what makes 
us strong. It was no mechanical organization, it was 
no external confession of the lips, but it was the strength 
which lies in the idea of our Movement, that strength 
which has won over thousands and hundreds of thou­
sands of hearts. Some call it understanding (Verstand),

’ V.B., 25 Apr. 1933. 1 News Chronicle, 25 June 1934.
> German : einen Staat aus seinen Angeln zti heben.
« F.Z., 6 Sepr. 1934. 1 V.B., 14 July 1933.
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others call it instinct; we call it faith, trust, confidence. 
W c know that the National Socialist is not born; he 
must be trained, he must educate himself.” 1

“ What we have achieved is stupendous. Never in 
German history within the space of three years has any­
thing approaching it been realized. I believe that men 
will have to take decades and perhaps centuries to find 
results of such a revolutionary character as have been 
accomplished in these first three years of the National 
Socialist Government.” 1

“ Because wc could make sacrifices, because we wished 
to bring sacrifices— that is the reason why this Germany 
of ours has com e.. . .  The future will continue to demand 
sacrifices. . . . National Socialism is no doctrine of indo­
lence, but a doctrine of battle: no doctrine of luck and 
chance, but a doctrine of work and effort, and thus also 
a doctrine of sacrifice. That was our view before the 
battle: in these last three years it has not altered, and in 
the future so it will remain.”

“ One thing only is decisive: for millennia our people 
has had to make sacrifices for its life’s way, for its life- 
battle. Nothing has it received as a gift: all too often 
its sacrifices have been to no purpose. But to-day the 
Movement can give the guarantee to the German people: 
T he sacrifices which you, the German people, make will 
no longer be in vain: but from these sacrifices you will 
ever win for yourselves a new life,” 3

In the Proclamation read at the Nuremberg Parteitag 
of September 1934 Hitler said:

“ The will of the leadership of the National Socialist 
State cannot be diverted from its purpose, it cannot be 
'shaken. It knows what it wills and it wills what it 
knows.”

1 F.Z., 31 Jan. 1936. 1 Ibid. * Ibid.
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“ That leadership has a right to put this value upon 
itself for it has behind it for verification such evidence 
as only very seldom can find its parallel in history. For 
the leadership of the Reich of to-day is the leadership of 
the National Socialist Party.”

“ And what this leadership has achieved in the short 
space of fifteen years the children of later generations 
will be taught to call ‘The German Miracle’. . . . Thus 
the form of Germany’s life has been determined for the 
next thousand years.” 1.

To this may be added some representative passages 
giving Hitler's vine of the Opposition:

In his Proclamation to the Nuremberg Parteitag of 1 9 3 4  
Hitler said:

“ To-day we sec before us a small band of folk who 
stand aside from our victorious march, a band of rene­
gades or people whom wc did not want. To call them 
‘the Opposition’ hits the mark: it is the only true 
characterization of their miserable existence. We, too, 
formerly were in opposition, but we were the National 
Socialist Party and our faith was our Programme. But 
these folk are just an Opposition and no more: they have 
neither faith nor programme. They arc, beginning from 
the eternal Ahasucrus of humanity2 down to the last 
uprooted anarchist, a Fronde of destructive elements or 
simple fools whose sole common profession of faith is 
their ‘No’ launched against the community of the nation 
and against constructive work.”

“ And even these last remnants of a Weltanschauung

' F.Z., 6 Sept. 1934.
: The eternal Jew. For the conception of the Wandering Jew—  

the perpetual nomad— cf. the poem Ahasveri fröhlich Wanderlied 
written by the Jew Paul Meyer shortly before the Great War; the 
text of the poem will be found in G. Feder, Die Juden, Munich, 
Eher, 1933, pp. 45-6.
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opposed to the National Socialist outlook and the 
National Socialist State will be scattered by our next 
attack. The truth of our idea, the strength of our 
achievement, the resolution of our will shall win all that 
is German of them, all that can therefore be won to our 
side.”

“ The remainder will be as unimportant for the future 
of the German nation as the normal sum of criminality 
must be insignificant in its influence on human society.” 1

In his speech at the annual harvest celebration on the 
Biickebcrg on 30 September 1934 Hitler said: “ Much 
would go better in Germany, much would be easier, if 
those whose interest it was to see Germany weak and 
disunited would cease to hinder in every possible way 
the revival of the nation. Since the wish is father to the 
thought, they reveal to us the picture of their innermost 
purposes and hopes. Before 30 January 1933 they were 
quite certain that the National Socialist Movement 
would never gain power in Germany. A  statement 
which to-day is found only in émigré newspapers one 
could oneself at that time read in almost every paper 
which was not National Socialist. National Socialism, 
it ran, is dead! At that time they were hoping that the 
Party would break up, that the leaders would quarrel, 
and that the struggle for power would thus end in 
failure. Things happened quite differently. But I had 
not been three days in the Wilhelmstrasse when some­
one had already fixed the life of the National Socialist 
régime at four weeks, while those who were specially 
generous added another fortnight. On 5 March the 
German people gave us a majority by 17-i million votes. 
Next, we were assured that the failure to combat un­
employment would turn the masses against the new 

1 F.Z., 6 Sept. 1934.
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Government within four to five months at most. Unem­
ployment receded. The masses streamed into the German 
Labour Front. The Movement completed its victory in 
Germany. In a few weeks it swept away one party after 
another. What had once seemed hardly possible had 
become a reality: the German nation had found its way 
to the community of the people. The next period fixed 
for our downfall was the winter. Hungry mobs would 
invade the streets and would destroy the National 
Socialist Government in bloody fighting: so hoped the 
émigrés in Prague, in Saarbrücken, Paris, and elsewhere. 
But the German people expressed its complete confi­
dence in us. The masses elected a go per cent. National 
Socialist Reichstag. As for hunger, we met it with the 
Winter Help campaign. And the revolt— did not come 
off. Next came fresh hopes, and with them always fresh 
dates for our downfall. Crises in foreign relations were 
to upset our Government. They have served only to 
strengthen it! Difficulties with foreign exchange and 
raw materials furnished the next motive for prophesying 
our ruin. Yet these will never force us into surrender; 
at the worst, they will make us even more independent 
than we are now! Then they wrote, the SA. is on the 
point of revolution. Once more they hoped for the col­
lapse of Germany, and I think they are richer by one 
more disillusionment. A few mad criminals have met 
their end,1 but the Party in every one of its organizations, 
including the SA., has only become firmer and stronger 
still.”

“Their next hope was connected with the illness of 
the venerable President of the Reich. Suddenly their 
inner feelings broke through all the bounds of reason 
and good sense. Germany would dissolve into chaos.

1 A reference to the “ Rochm Purge” of June 1934 (sec p. 287 
infra).
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The individual leaders of the National Socialist Move­
ment, and so of the Reich, were, it was said, already 
fiercely struggling between and against each other, 
livery possible development in Germany, in all its varia­
tions, was ventilated, ranging from monarchism to Bol­
shevism— and when the day for decision came, we 
settled the matter in twenty minutes. National Socialist 
Germany stands to-day firmer than ever before, and 
19 August1 was the best and clearest confirmation of this 
fact. But you must understand, for all that, my fellow- 
countrymen, that it is no easy task to lead the struggle 
for the restoration of a broken people and of a ruined 
economy, when we arc opposed by so many interests 
set on our downfall. There is therefore all the more 
reason for them to admit that the success which we have 
achieved in their despite is only to be the more highly 
valued!” 2

In an interview with Pierre Huss of the Hearst Press 
Hitler was ashed whether the Social Democrats and the 
Communists of the Soar who had voted for Germany would 
have any difficulties to fear on account of their former 
attitude; he replied: “ Do you think that the nearly 39 
millions of my supporters in Germany did not previously 
belong to any party ? They have been gradually and 
with much labour won over to the National Socialist 
idea. . , . We never ask what the individual man has 
been, only what he wishes to be to-day. . . .  In our com­
munity of the people former Communists and adherents 
of the Centrum to-day join in a common fight for the 
National Socialist State.” 2

In his Proclamation to the German people of 30 January

' For the result of the plebiscite of 19 Aug. 1934 cf. The Man­
chester Guardian, 21 Aug. 1934.

; V.B., I Oct. 1934. 1 Ibid., 17 Jan. 1935.
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*935 Mtlcr said: "The overwhelming majority of all our 
former opponents have in their inmost hearts long ago 
repen ted . What we always hoped for has come about. 
When they subjected our intentions and our work to a 
just examination they found in the end that after all 
what they had longed for had been realized in and 
through us— a Germany of honour, of freedom, and of 
social happiness." ■

In his speech in Berlin on 30 January 1936 (the third 
anniversary! of the assumption of power by the National 
Socialist Government) Hitler said:

“ When 30 January came, we did not assume power in 
order under the shelter of this power to win the people: 
wc were then already in possession of the German 
people. T he sound core of the German people stood on 
that day already in our ranks. By that day the best of 
the German people had already fixed its choice on us. 
Only small-minded doubters or those without any under­
standing— it was these who still stood aloof. But even 
in these ranks by now deep breaches have been made. 
For that which stands against us to-day docs not stand 
against us because we arc National Socialists, but 
because we have once more made Germany free and 
strong. They are the enemies of our people in our own 
land; we know them from the time of the Great War, 
from the time of the melancholy revolts of the year 1918 ; 
we know them from the time of our worst collapse. 
They alone it is who not only do not wish to find the 
way to us, but who will never be able to find it in the 
future and them wc ourselves renounce. . : . Germany 
will not see again a November 1918: everyone can give 
up the hope of being able once more to turn back this 
wheel of world-history.

1 F.Z., 3» Jan. 1935.
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Speaking at Gera on 17 June 1934 Hitler said:
“ We have not the feeling that we are an inferior race, 

a worthless rabble on the face of the world, which may 
or can be trampled on by everyone. No, wc have the 
feeling that we arc a great people, a people which forgot 
itself only once; a people which, led astray by senseless 
fools, itself destroyed its own strength, but which has 
now awoken once more from this nightmare of madness. 
No one shall imagine that this people during the next 
thousand years can again sink into such a nightmare 
existence. This lesson, which we have learnt in so 
sinister a fashion, will be an historical warning to us for 
thousands of years. What happened once through our 
own fault will not be repeated a second time in the life 
of the German people!”  •

“ Always I have only one request, one word of advice, 
my fellow-countrymen : look at the strength of our people 
which lies in our inner unity of will, in our unity of spirit, 
and in our community of thought. Convince yourselves 
that strength finds its expression not so much in army 
corps, in tanks and heavy guns, but rather ultimately 
expresses itself in the common working of a people’s 
will. Let yourselves, further, be penetrated with the 
conviction that men must be taught this community of 
feeling, and that safeguards for this purpose must there­
fore be created. You must sec in our National Socialist 
Movement a mighty safeguard of this kind against the 
spirit of class warfare, of class hatred, and of dass divi­
sion. You must see in the National Socialist Movement 
and its organizations a great school of education towards 
a life in common. Cling fast to this Movement, fight 
for it, and you will then be fighting for the German 
people and the German Reich. For one thing is certain, 
the fate of the community of the German people is 
bound up with the existence of this Movement, and the
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fate of the German Reich is dependent on the strengthen­
ing of the community of the German people. W c all 
know that wc are not an end in ourselves, but the Party, 
the SA. and SS., che PO .,1 the Labour Service, the 
Youth Organization, all are means to an end; that end 
is the inner welding together of the body of our people; 
and thus will be developed those capacities for work, 
now latent in our people, which shall truly advance the 
interests of peace, civilization, and mare ria I prosperity—  
If in the course of eight years, in this town, starting 
with but a handful of men, this victory could be ob­
tained, then in the years and decades that are to come 
this victory will strike deeper, and all those little pygmies* 
who imagine that they tan sav something against it will 
be swept away by the might of this common idea of 
ours. For whatever criticism these pygmies choose to 
make, there is one thing that they all forget: where is 
that better state of things to be found which could re­
place the present? Where have they got anything which 
they could put in its stead ? It is laughable when such 
a little worm tries to struggle against so mighty a renewal 
of a whole people. It is laughable when such a little 
pygmy imagines he cm stop with a few phrases the 
gigantic renewal of the people’s life. If these insignifi­
cant carping critics were to have their way, Germany 
would fall to pieces again, as she fell before. But wc can 
assure them of this; they had not the power formerly 
to hinder the rise of National Socialism, and now that 
the people is awake, never again will they plunge it into 
sleep.” 3

1 PO. =  I he Political Organization Office: on which sec S. H. 
Roberts, The Home that Hitler Built, London, Methuen, 1939, 
p p , 8 1 - 2 .

! An age of pygmies— Zweigen sei taller— cf. AfA'., pp. 6to, 774, 
and sec p. l i t  s.f. (German).

* F.Z., 10 June 1934.
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With this attach on the critics of the Movement may be 
compared a passage from an address to the Ortsgruppe of 
Rosenheim delivered on n  August 1935 (on the 15th 
anniversary of its foundation: Hitler had first spoken there ■ 
on 2 May ig2o) in which Hitler said that he had fought 
a fight for the heart and soul of the German people more 
wonderful than any fight before. "The destiny of this 
O rtsgruppehe continued, "must be a lesson for us all. 
Destiny at that time [1920] had no gifts to offer the Old 
Guard in this city. A small band of men they were, 
facing an overwhelming mass of doubters and mockers.
It was one against ten at that time, and we did not grow' 
weary in the fight till success was achieved. To-day 
there arc nine in the whole German Reich against every 
one of the little doubters. If we did not surrender then, 
wc shall certainly not do so to-day. By fighting wc once 
won the whole German Reich, and by fighting shall we 
maintain and preserve it. Those who stand against us 
should be under no illusions! We have never avoided a 
fight in the past: we do not avoid it to-day. If they want 
a fight, they can have one. We shall crush them so 
utterly that for the next fifteen years they will lose any 
thought of renewing this fight.’’ 1

REICHSTAG FIRE

In a Speech at Breslau on 1 March IQ33 Hitler said:
“ If to-day any power should think that through an 

appeal to terrorism it can bend us then that power for­
gets the character of this Movement. To-day the Move­
ment has become Germany and Germany will live. He 
who raises himself against this life of the nation he will 
meet our resolution and on this resolution he will be 
dashed in pieces whoever he be.*’1

’ V.B., 12 Aug. 1935. 5 Ibid-. 3 1933.
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In an interview with Mr. D. Se/ton Dehner, the corre­
spondent of the Daily Express, Hitler replied to the sug­
gestion that the Reichstag Fire “ was nothing but a put-up 
job designed to give Hitler the pretext of waging a merciless 
war against the Communists and Socialists": " I t  is 
nothing hut a damned lie and a malicious libel. As base 
as it is ridiculous."

“ O f course, there is one way in which I could settle 
these reports once and for all. I could have the Commu­
nist who was caught hanged from the nearest tree. That 
would dispose for ever of this vile insinuation that he is 
an agent of ours. But these lies are really too absurd 
even to discuss seriously. But I will tell you another 
thing. Europe, instead of suspecting me of false play, 
should be grateful to me for my drastic action against 
the Bolsheviks. If Germany went Communist, as there 
was every danger of her doing until I became Chancellor, 
it would not have been long before the rest of civilized 
Europe fell a prey to this Asiatic pest."

“ The onslaught on the Reichstag was just one of a 
whole series of terrorist atrocities which the police are 
able to prove were planned by the Communists.”

“ The fire in the Berlin Royal Castle, which was only 
just discovered in time, was to have raised the curtain 
on an orgy of destruction.”

“ We have seized hundredweights of material in the 
secret cellar of the Communist head-quarters, proving 
that these fires were to be the beacon signals for a nation­
wide campaign of dynamiting, incendiarism, and mass 
murder. Why, those Bolshevist criminals had even 
made preparations to poison the water reservoirs!” 

“ Suppose that there had been a similar situation in 
Britain. Suppose that the Communists had tried to set 
Buckingham Palace on fire, and had actually succeeded 
in setting on fire the House of Commons and gutting
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this national shrine! Your Government would have' 
acted just as I have acted."1

Mr. Dehner said: There are reports current both here in 
Germany and abroad that a great massacre of your political 
enemies is planned by your party^-a new St. Bartholo- 
tnao’s Night they call it. . . .

“ M y dear Delmer," Hitler said, “ I need no St. Bar­
tholomew’s Night. By the decrees issued legally we have 
appointed tribunals which shall try legally enemies of 
the State and deal with them legally in a way which will 
put an end to the conspiracies."1

1 See also Addendum on p. 661.
1 D aily Express, 3 M ar. 1933.

T H  K M O V E M E N T  A N D  T H E  O P P O S I T I O N

235



12. GLEICHSCHALTUNG
I. TH lì ABOLITION OF CLASSES AND PARTIES

The theme of the destruction of all political parties save the 
National Socialist Parly recurs constantly throughout Hitler’s 
Speeches; the interests of party ami of class had to lie merged in 
the one common interest of the I'a lksgrim insehuft, the “ Com ­
munity of lite People” . The people must become the unified 
G efolgschaft— the followers of the Führer with whose will they 
must identify their own wills which will henceforth be zusam m en- 

g eb a llt— compressed into the single will of the Nation.
An Order of the President of the Reich for the Protection of 

People and State (dated 28 February T933, the day after the 
burning of the Reichstag), suspended the most important rights 
guaranteed by the Weimar Constitution.

'Hie first three sections of the Order ran: On the authority of 
article 48 § 2 of the Constitution of the Reich the Weimar 
Constitution) to prevent Communistic actsof violcncecndangering 
the State it is ordered as follows:

§ I. The Articles 114, 115, 117, ti8, 123, 124, and 153 of the 
Constitution of the German Reich shall, until further notice, 
he unenforceable.1 Hereby limitations on personal freedom, on 
the right of free expression of opinion including the freedom of 
the Press, on the right of forming associations and the right of 
meeting, violations of the secrecy of correspondence, post, tele­
graph and telephone, orders fur house-searches, for confiscations 
of property and limitation of property-rights, are rendered per­
missible beyond the legal limits otherwise laid down in such 
cases.

§ 2. If in any German State the necessary measures for the 
restoration of public security and order arc not taken, then the 
Government o f the Reich can temporarily exercise the functions 
of the Supreme Authority in such State in order to restore such 
security.

§ 3. T h e Authorities o f the States and the local authorities 
have within the range o f their duties to comply with the orders

1 German : W erden bis a u f vieiteres ausser K r a ft  gesetzt.
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issued by the Government of the Reich under the power con­
ferred upon it by § 2. . .

This order formed the basis of the action taken against the 
parties. Ily a law of 26 May 1933 the whole property of the 
Communist Party was confiscated (text: Dokumente der deutschen 
Politik, i, p. 44); by an order of the Prussian Ministry of the 
Interior dated 21 June 1933 the Fighting Organizations (Kampf­
ringe) of the German National Front were disbanded (text: ibid.). 
By a similar order dated 23 June 1933 ail members of the Social 
Democratic Party holding any public office were barred from any 
further exercise of any functions, “ since any such activity would 
endanger public security” ; all meetings of the Party were forbidden, 
the whole of its Press was prohibited, and its entire property 
confiscated (text ibid., pp. 44-6). On 27 June 1933 the German 
National Front dissolved itself and was promised freedom from 
any further molestation: its imprisoned members were to be set 
at liberty forthwith (text, ibid., p. 46). At Munich on 4 July 1933 
the Bavarian People’s Party dissolved itself and forbade its mem­
bers to conduct any political activity which was in contradiction 
with the Programme of the NSDAP, (text, ibid., pp. 46-7). On 
S July 1933 the Centrum— the Catholic Centre Party— dissolved 
itself and thus "gave to its members the possibility of placing 
unreservedly their forces and their experience at the service of 
the National Front under the leadership of the Chancellor of the 
Reich in order to render practical (positiven) co-operation with 
the view of strengthening our national, social, economic and cul­
tural relations and in order to collaborate in the rebuilding of 
a State-order founded on a legal basis (einer rechtsstaatlichen 
Ordnung)”  (text, ibid., pp. 47-8). On 14 July 1933 the law was 
passed (sec p. 26c infra) which made any other party than the 
N SD AP, illegal.1

The speeches delivered in the campaign before the election 
of 5 March 1933 may be regarded as the prelude to the 
abolition of the parties; it is remarkable that while in these

1 Text, Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i (1935), pp. 12—13.
‘  C f. the order for the confiscation o f  property o f any organiza­

tion hostile to the People or the State, issued on 26 Sept. 1933. 
T e x t:  Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i (1935), p. 48.
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speeches Hitler vigorously attacked both the "Marxists”  
and the Centrum he gave no details of the programme of 
measures by which the National Socialists proposed to 
rescue Germany from the evils brought upon it by the 
previous Government. I  have translated some representa­
tive examples of the method of attack adopted by Hitler in 
the speeches delivered during this electoral campaign.

In a speech at Kassel on rr February k jjj Hitler satd 
of his political opponents: “ They have had no programme: 
they have proved that they could achieve nothing. Now 
it is too late for their plans, the time for their ideas is 
past. . . . The period of international phrases, of pro­
mises of international solidarity, is over and its place 
will be taken by the solidarity of the German people. 
No one in the world will help us—only ourselves.”

“ The programme which to-day will be realized in 
Germany starts from the recognition of the eternal 
sources of its people’s life, its spirit, its genius, its 
labour-force, and its living-space {Lebensraumes). It is 
for this that we will build up our new Germany— without 
foreign help. Help thyself and God will help thee! If 
a people wills to reconstruct its life, it must realize that 
the foundation of its strength lies in its peasantry, that 
the force which sustains the building is the working­
man. And to that must be added the mind— the intel­
lectual leadership— and that must bind together the 
other two, so that there may arise the trinity of peasant, 
working-man, and worker with the brain (Kopfarbeiter).” 1

In his speech at Dortmund on 17 February i <)33 Hitler 
said in a bitter attack upon his political opponents:

"In fourteen years we have found no traces of freedom 
and brothcrliness. . . . When at any time in Germany

' V.B., 13-13 Feb- *9 3 3- 
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lias freedom been more gagged than in the last fourteen 
years? Intellectual freedom, freedom of the Press, free­
dom of assembly, freedom to demonstrate— where were 
thev ? For fourteen years they have gagged the German 
people that was not willing without a protest to submit 
to ruination.”

“ To-day their cry is that their Press has not sufficient 
freedom. All I had to do was to issue against them 
their own decrees which they issued against us solely 
because ivc had taken our stand for Germany.”

“ I needed to do nothing more than in my turn to 
forbid these fellow-countrymen to speak for two or three 
years. I had only to treat their Press precisely as they 
had treated ours. Their meetings and demonstrations 
I had only to prohibit in just the same way as for four­
teen years they had forbidden ours. And to-day it is 
they of all people who talk of freedom.”

“ We wish really to care for freedom when we seek to 
free the nation from those who never deserved this 
freedom.” 1

In his speech in Stuttgart delivered on 15 February 1 9 3 3  
Hitler attacked Staatspräsident Bolz and the Centrum—  
the Catholic Centre Party: the fourteen years, during 
which the other parties had governed the State, had not 
been years of happiness and blessedness but of unbroken 
decline in all spheres. The Centrum claims that it has 
attacked Bolshevism, but in fact it has gone arm in arm 
with Marxism. .

“ In fourteen years the system which has now been 
overthrown has piled mistake upon mistake, illusion 
upon illusion. And that is also true of our foreign 
policy. Only since the time when through our Move­
ment the world has been shown that a new Germany of 

1 V.B., 18 Feb. 1933.
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resolution and resistance is arising only since then are 
\vc once more regarded with other eyes. If to-day in 
Geneva a people fights side by side with us for the free­
dom of Europe, it is we who have first formed this 
friendship and not the representatives of the former 
system.”

“ And now Staatspräsident Bolz says that Christianity 
and the Catholic faith are threatened by us. And to that 
charge I can answer: In the first place it is Christians 
and not international atheists who now stand at the head 
of Germany. I do not merely talk of Christianity, no, I 
also profess that I will never ally myself with the parties 
which destroy Christianity. If many wish to-day to take 
threatened Christianity under their protection, where, I 
would ask, was Christianity for them in these fourteen 
years when they went arm in arm with atheism?”

"No, never and at no time was greater internal 
damage done to Christianity than in these fourteen 
years when a party, theoretically Christian, sat with those 
who denied God in one and the same Government.” 

"Already on 14 September 1930 another possibility was 
clearly open. But no, they could not, they did not wish 
to separate themselves from the party-world of atheism. 
We wish to fill our culture once more with the spirit of 
Christianity— and not only in theory. No, we want to 
burn out the symptoms of decomposition in literature, 
in the theatre, in the Press— in a word in our whole 
culture; we want to bum out this whole poison which 
during these Fourteen years has flowed into our life.”

"I would ask whether the economic policy of this 
now superseded system was a Christian policy. Was 
the inflation an undertaking for which Christians could 
answer, or has the destruction of German life, of the 
German peasant as well as of the middle classes, been 
Christian?”

G L E I C H S C H A L T U N G
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“ These parties cannot deny that in fourteen years they 
have destroyed the economic life of Germany. The 
German peasant has been brought to ruin and to-day 
we have seven or eight million unemployed. When these 
parties now say: we want to govern for a few more years 
in order that we can improve the situation, then we 
say:’ ’

"No! now it is too late for that! Besides, you had 
your fourteen years and you have failed.”

“ In fourteen years you have proved your incapacity—  
from the Treaty of Versailles by way of the various 
agreements down to the Dawes and Young plans. Herr 
Bolz, too, has given his support to the Young Plan while 
I have always opposed it.”

“ We must ask the parties whether what was done in 
these fourteen years was indeed, their programme. If 
now we wish to make good the damage done, if within 
four years we wish to restore to order the public finances 
of the Reich, of the German States and of the com­
munes, then that demands a contribution of something 
over 190 millions of marks.” .

“ If to-day we are told that we have no programme, 
then I answer that for the last two years this other 
Germany has lived only by making inroads on our 
thought-world. All these plans for the creation of work, 
for labour service, See.— they are not the work of Staats­
präsident Bolz, they come from our programme of re­
construction from which they have taken them over 
imperfectly and incompletely. There is but one assur­
ance that I can give to these representatives of a perverted 
system: The same resolution and perseverance through 
which in fourteen years we created this Movement with 
its millions of supporters we will in the future employ 
to raise once more the Germany of to-day from its 
misery to new greatness,”

G L E I C H S C H A L T U N G  '
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"W e are convinced that the restoration to health of 
our people must start from the restoration to health of 
the body politic (des Volkskörpers) itself, and we are per­
suaded of tile truth that the future of our people, as in 
the past so now, ties first of all in the German peasant. 
If he perishes, our end has come; if he survives, then 
Germany will never go under. There lie the strength 
and the source of our people's life, the source of our 
renewal. The towns would not exist at all, if the peasant 
did not fill them with his blood. The dweller in our 
country-side may be primitive, but he is healthy.”

“ We want to help the German peasant: we want to 
help the German working-man. For this we need a 
strong Germany. The period of international Marxist 
disintegration and destruction is past."

“ We want, too, to restore to the German intelligentsia 
(Intelligenz) the freedom of which it has been robbed 
by the system which has hitherto ruled. In Parliamen- 
tarianism they did not possess this freedom. We want 
to liberate Germany from the fetters of an impossible 
pari iamen tar)1 democracy— not because we are terror­
ists, not because we intend to gag the free spirit. On 
the contrary, the spirit has never had more violence done 
to it than when mere numbers made themselves its 
master.”

“ No, our wish is that responsible folk should once 
more be brought together so that every class (Stand) 
and every individual should be given that authority over 
those below and that responsibility towards those above 
which are essential if one is to build up the life of 
a community.”

“ We do not want so to educate the nation that it lives 
for ideas and artificial constructions; we want to test all 
ideas and constructions to discover how far they are 
capable of serving the nation’s life.”
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“ We do not want that in the end a starving people 
should learn by heart the Party programme, but in the 
end our purpose is that there should be a people that 
can once more live its life, so that the German nation 
may not perchance find its end in us and after us.”

“ Our strength docs not lie in economic illusions, our 
strength lies in Ourselves and in Our principles— those 
principles which we mean to apply in practice in all 
spheres of life. It is an unexampled programme, this 
programme of ours, and Herr Bolz should have no illu­
sions on this score; it is a programme which does not 
consist of a few empty promises. If it were so, I could 
simply say: ‘Give me your confidence and by the middle 
of June Germany will be saved!' That would indeed be 
no long period, but it would be a lie.”

"That has been the method of the former parties: 
from one emergency decree to the other always promising 
salvation, one conjuring trick after another— always 
some new fata Morgana."

“ During fourteen years I have never done that. 
Always my only promise to my followers has been: one 
day you shall determine Germany's future.”  . . .

Hitler then appealed to the people to give him four years: 
“ I will not build myself a villa in Switzerland, nor will 
I lay claim to any fund with which to fight criminality 
in tills election campaign. Then after four years people 
shall judge whether the policy of ruining Germany has 
come to an end, whether Germany is rising once again.” 1

1 With this cf, the dose of a speech at Dortmund delivered on 
17 Feb. 1933 when Hitler said: “ What I claim is fair and just: only 
four years for us and then others shall form their judgement and 
pass sentence. I will not (lee abroad, I will not seek to escape 
sentence. My will cannot be broken. But particularly in these days 
there is one thing which I would not have said in the future— that 
one man had to make his own way in the teeth of all. I want it 
to be said that at last the German people found its way back to
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Hc and his allies were determined that never again 
should the German people be allowed to fall back into 
the hands of the old régime.

“ I am ready to offer the hand to anyone even if 
previously hc has misunderstood us if hc will now join 
our Movement. But what we have won I shall know 
how to defend against those who for fourteen years 
have shown that all that they could do was to destroy 
Germany.’*

' ‘ I have not undertaken ill is office for the sake of 
personal gain. For myself 1 desire nothing.”

“ Our purpose will always remain the same, and I am 
persuaded that this purpose which nothing can break 
will one day enable us to break down the distress of 
Germany.“ 1

With the closing sentences of this speech may be compared, 
a passage in the speech delivered at Dortmund oil ry 
February 1933 sehen Hiller said that the purpose of the 
election of 5 March 1933 was to give to the masses 
a new opportunity to join the National Socialist ranks. 
“ I would that this people should itself come to under­
standing and learn co-operation. Once again I would 
throw open wide the doors of our Movement so that the 
millions of our fellow-countrymen may stream in and 
play their part in the reconstruction of Germany."1

itself: that the German people did indeed one day return to its 
senses. It realized the need of the hour: it co-operated to form this 
Reich which we all desire, this Germany of social justice, of inner 
strength, o f greatness and force and therefore also of splendour 
for our German youth." V.B., 18 Feb. 1933.

1 V .B ., 16 Feb, 1933.
1 Ibid., 18 Fch. 1933. On this admission of new members to the 

Party cf. Fritz Ennarth, The New Germany: National Socialist 
Government in Theory and Practice, Washington, Digest Press, 
American University Graduate School, 1936, pp. 06 sqq. : "M any 
National Socialist leaders regret that the Party admitted several



In a speech delivered at Cologne on iç  February 1933 
Hitler continued his attack upon the Centrum— the Catholic 
Centre Party— and criticized its appeal to the electors:

“ In this appeal of the Centrum it is said: ‘We are ready 
with resolute purpose to co-operate in the shaping of 
the destiny of our country and people towards new 
greatness and prosperity.’ ”

“ Why have they not stood for this programme during 
the last fourteen years? They thus themselves admit 
that that which they have hitherto achieved in these 
fourteen years is no greatness, no prosperity.”

“ They say: ‘That which has taken place in our country 
since the middle of last year is a national disaster/ So 
the fight for a new greatness and a new prosperity in 
which they wish to co-operate suddenly is transformed 
into a disaster. The second sentence contradicts the 
first. The people in confusion, the national conscious­
ness ( Volksbezousstscin) shattered, on every side a cleavage 
between the social communities and the authorities. 
That is the position. Yes, that indeed is the position 
which during fourteen years they have created. Hatred 
and enmity, lawlessness and social downfall— or do they 
perchance wish to maintain that for these fourteen years, 
for the hatred, for the enmity, for the class-division it is 
wc who were responsible? Is it not precisely the allies 
of the Centrum who are responsible ?”

“ Law (Recht) and justice for fourteen years we have 
sought in Germany and neither of them could we 
discover.”

“ They say further in this appeal of the Centrum:
hundred thousand members late in 1932 and during the first few 
months of 1933 without due examination of their personal qualities. 
Particularly many so-called ‘Mans-gefallene’ (those who ‘fell’, i.c. 
applied for membership during or after the revolution in March 
’ 933) proved to be unreliable elements.” Later in the year the 
National Socialist Party closed its ranks to new admissions.
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‘Wide circles nmongsi our people have the impression 
that some of those in power (Machthaber) have no 
respect for the Constitution or for the rights of the 
German States.’ ”

"A  few years ago in one of these States a National 
Socialist minister of the name of Frick1 was in the 
Government, ami in this State he took his stand for 
cleanliness in administration and for order, for Chris­
tianity, for the German revival, for freedom and justice. 
In the Reich at that time there was a Minister of the 
Interior whose name cannot be unknown to the Cen­
trum, Herr Wirthl”

“ At that time we saw how those in power measured 
with two different measures and with a twofold justice. 
We have seen how sonic were spared and favoured and 
how others were persecuted because they took their stand 
for Germany.”

"Further, they say: ‘Thus the belief in the authority 
of the Reich- has been weakened; thus has arisen the 
insecurity of our day.’ ”

“ So for fourteen years the German people lived in 
security, in happiness and peace, in order and in disci­
pline, and in the consciousness of living under law, and 
in three weeks all this is threatened with collapse through 
us!”

"Then they proceed : 'The dissolution of the Reichstag 
and the Prussian Landtag stands in contradiction with 
the Constitution.’ We have given order, they say, for *

* For Dr. Wilhelm Frick b$ Minimer in Thuringia cf, H eil!  
London, John Lane, 1934, pp. 67-8. The political prayers intro­
duced by him imo the schools were held by the Court in Leipzig 
to violate the Constitution of the Reich: sec under 11 July 1930 
in Cuno llorkenbach. Dos deutsche Reich vom tgtS bis heute, Ilei lin. 
1930. P- 313. and see p. 6G5.

1 German text : Damit ist der Glaube an die Autorität au das Reich 
ins Wanken gekommen. Read perhaps an die Autorität des Reiches.

246



G L E I C H S C H A L T U N G

the new elections to secure for ourselves a majority 
and to win a definitive victory. That I should appeal to 
the people, that I have issued a manifesto addressed to 
the people is an unusual proceeding because we hope 
to gain a majority.”

“ M v honoured sirs, gentlemen of the Centrum, it is 
not I who made the Weimar Constitution! But if to-day 
you wish to regard a majority as something improper, 
I am also quite prepared to govern with a minority.”  

“ And then they say further: ‘They desire to establish 
in the State an order in which arbitrary dealings and the 
supremacy of a Party will take the place of justice, the 
interests of special groups the place of the common 
welfare, and an economic order in which a just considera­
tion of the vital needs of all classes will be superseded 
by a one-sided form of organization which represents 
only the interests of certain specific strata {Schichten) of 
the population.* ”

“ Here every word is an accusation against the Cen­
trum itself. For fourteen years in place of order in the 
State we have seen injustice, arbitrary dealings, the 
supremacy of parties— the supremacy of parties in its 
worst sense. And then suddenly they desire to speak of 
an order which is 'above party’ .”

“ This Movement, Germany’s greatest political factor, 
has been for twelve years outlawed, and only a few 
months ago the National Socialist because of his con­
victions could attain to no position whatsoever in the 
Party-State.”

“ Hundreds of thousands of us have been robbed of 
our daily bread, hundreds of thousands have been 
thrown into the street, without a thought of wife and 
child. And now suddenly they talk of the Party-State.”  

“ We iiave come to know this Party-State, and in its 
place we wish to set once more a State of the German
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people (einen deutschen Volksstaat). It is they who have 
sacrificed the welfare of the Stale in favour of certain 
interested groups! They have taken their share in an 
economic order which lias been so corrupt that it posi­
tively cries aloud to Heaven and they have themselves 
lived to experience the fruits of their régime.”

‘ ‘Thcv themselves sav in so many words: ‘One must ■* * -
now co-operate in the work of construction so that 
Germany cotncs once more to a new greatness.’ In 
truth, that which they themselves fashioned has con­
demned itself! And then they say: ‘Germany in our 
(i.e. the Centrum’s) conviction is loyal to the oath which 
has been sworn to the Constitution’ .”

“ At the time when the State which is now no more 
was brought to birth I had been a soldier; I have sworn 
an oath and that oath I have kept, That oath I have 
never forgotten— never up to this hour. And to-day 
they wish to speak of ‘Constitution’ and of ‘oatii*. He who 
takes his stand on the ground of 191S lias not a shred 
of right to speak of Constitution and of an oath sworn.” 

"And then they go on to write: ‘Germany desires 
freedom.* For thirteen years we have known this free­
dom, ever since the time when they began to oppress us. 
You know how many thousands of us were reduced to 
servitude, how many of our meetings were broken up, 
how often our Press was confiscated, how many of us 
came into prison, and how many of us at last were not 
allowed to continue the fight.”

"For more than three years, through the order of 
these 'Apostles of Freedom’ , I myself might not speak 
a word in public in Germany. Wc shall know freedom 
once more in Germany only when wc have destroyed 
the foes of freedom.”

“They go on to say: ‘For us German character1 and 
1 Germ an: deulschtt Weten, "essential German -ness."
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Christianity are a holy obligation. For that to which 
one is hound by a holy obligation one must also fight 
both as a Christian and a German.’ In these fourteen 
years have they really fought for this German nation, 
for Christianity?”

"How can a party talk of the fight for Christianity 
which for fourteen years has sat together with atheists 
and those who deny the existence of God?”

“ And then they proceed: ‘It would be a sin against 
German unity if one were to fight against men who have 
shed their blood for Reich and People and were to treat 
them as traitors simply because they opposed the 
present development.1”

‘ ‘By whom have Germans who have fought for People 
and Reich been worst treated, by whom have they been 
most oppressed ? Who has even haled them before the 
courts? They may rest convinced: the men who fought 
for Germany will with us at last take the place which 
they have merited before the nation, the place which is 
theirs by right.”

“ And the conquest of Bolshevism by the Centrum? 
Here, too, the Centrum has had no blessing on its work. 
Through the years the Centrum with its allies has fought 
Bolshevism within Germany and the result is that in 
Germany, in fourteen years, the number of Bolshevists 
has grown from 14,000 to six millions.”

“ And then this appeal of the Centrum goes on: ‘For 
us freedom is a precious possession.’ For us, tool Other­
wise I should not be standing here to-day, for it is 
the fight for the unity of the German people that has 
summoned both me and my comrades.”

“ And if the Centrum does really sec in freedom a 
precious possession, if their words are more than a lip 
homage, there will be opportunity enough to reinforce 
their longing for freedom through deeds.”
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“ Our wish, our only wish, is that after fourteen years 
of suffering, after fourteen years of misery, after a 
hideous destruction of ail life's possibilities during these 
fourteen years, our people should at last enter on a new 
path. And we have trodden that path before them. Out 
of a handful of men we have succeeded in creating the 
greatest Movement in Germany."

“ Germany has been so ruined, it has been so shattered 
in all its foundations, its finances have been so destroyed, 
its whole economic life has been reduced to such misery 
that the work of years will be necessary to make good 
once more the damage suffered in these fourteen years. 
That is why T come before the German nation and say 
quite frankly: I ask of you, German people, that after 
you have given to the others fourteen years you should 
give to us a period of four years."

“ I believe that in Germany the dice have already 
fallen. The new Movement which seizes upon our 
people triumphs over persons, castes, and classes. It will 
return to the source from which our forces are drawn: 
in the maintenance of the German peasant it will find 
the foundation of the new renascence: in securing 
the means of existence for the German working-man 
it will preserve the eternal strength of the German 
nation. It will liberate the German spirit from the fetters 
of a democratic parliamentary majority, it will restore 
the future to German economic life."

“We know only one programme, and that programme 
runs: The battle shall not be waged for an idea, but the 
idea must serve the nation."1

In a speech at Munich delivered, on 24 February 1933 
Hitler said: “A  régime of disaster which has been a 
curse for Germany after fourteen years must and shall 

1 V . B . ,  21 Eeb. 1933.
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fimi its end. When to-day the supporters of this system 
suddenly for the last time appear before the nation and 
as our accusers wish to put the question *What will your 
programme be?’ then they mistake the significance of 
the hour and they mistake their own position. On the 
5th of March [the day of the poll] it is not on our inten­
tions that judgement will be passed, but on the crimes 
of the other parties. It was from the first the meaning 
of that democracy which they have introduced into 
Germany that from time to time the people should be 
called upon to test, to weigh, and to judge the achieve­
ment of a Government. In fourteen years they have 
had time enough to give proof of their achievements. 
I could with greater right turn their question upon 
themselves and ask: What was your programme? Was 
that which has happened in Germany in the last four­
teen years your programme?— was that your will? If 
yes, then there would be no punishment great enough 
for you. But if you say that things have not gone 
according to programme, then, at the very best, as 
men, you are likewise condemned before the bar of 
history.”  . . .

"Those who to-day throw upon the War which we 
lost all the responsibility for the collapse and what came 
thereafter had themselves no wish that we should win 
the War. They went so far as to say that our people 
would be free if Germany lost the War. And now with 
their mean lies they try to free themselves from their 
guilt. It is no mere chance that it was possible in barely 
fourteen years to create a Movement in Germany which 
after untold struggles, after overcoming constantly re­
newed opposition, slowly so prevailed over a world of 
prejudices and enemies that to-day the power and the 
force of the State are in its hands. If those who have 
been in power during the last fourteen years had not
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governed so unspeakably badly, this development would 
never have been possible. We arc the result of the dis­
tress for which tile others arc responsible.”

‘ ‘If to-day we arc asked for the programme of this 
Movement, then we can summarize this programme in 
a few quite general sentences: programmes are of no 
avail, it is tlic human purpose which is decisive. T he 
decisive thing is to see aright, to have great courage, 
honesty of thought, and an honourable purpose.”

"Therefore the first point in the programme of our 
Movement is: Away with all illusions! The German 
people must be led back to the most elementary truth and 
comprehension: they must comprehend that all life must 
be sought in the people itself. The people must be con­
vinced that it can never be helped unless it helps itself. 
This people must be set free from the whole world of 
visions and illusions which over and over again conjured 
up other possibilities of help."

"Our Movement for the last fourteen years has pro­
claimed these new ideas; it lias sought to bring together 
into a new unity Germans of all classes and professions, 
whatever their descent, whatever their religion (Kon­
fession). provided only it were Christian, whatever their 
social position, in the conviction that only the concen­
trated strength of the millions of our people could 
master the obstacles which life set in their path. It is in 
the camp of our Movement that the section of the G er­
man nation which still has faith is enrolled. This M ove­
ment knows one thing only: Germany must live if the 
German States are also to live.”

"You, individual man, arc nothing if your nation does 
not protect you; you, German town, will sink into 
misery if the strength of the Reich fails you, and you, 
German State, must go to- ruin if all Germany does not 
support your cause. Thus it was that, starting from this
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Bavarian city, we became fighters for the greatness and 
the glory of the Reich.”

“ I believe that thereby we have done more for the 
fame and the honour of Bavaria than have those who 
see their sole duty to lie continually in hatred and 
enmity towards the rest of Germany.”

“ For me this city is' more than a city. I am devoted 
to it in boundless love. It is my purpose that as soon as 
this Movement shall have liberated the entire German 
people its scat shall remain in this city as a sign that we, 
too, who come from the South feel ourselves to be Ger­
man, that we, too, have our part in the German Reich, 
its greatness and its gl or)'.”

“ We, too, are convinced that the happiness of our 
narrower home-land here is inseparably bound up with 
the happiness of the great German fatherland and that 
it is only a madman who could attempt to force us into 
any sudi role as that of Austria.”

“ Before the millions who are listening to this speech 
I can say only one thing: I would have them convinced 
that even if one or another wishes once more to-day 
for the establishment of a Main-frontier, that is not the 
wish of Bavaria, that is not the wish of Southern Ger­
many, that is at the most the wish of a party, and with 
that we have nothing to do. On the contrary, if this 
question should ever arise, then it will be by Bavaria 
itself that any such attempt will be broken and smashed 
to pieces.”

“ I myself by my descent, by birth and family am a 
Bajuvar (Bavarian). For the first time since the founding 
of the Reich the office which was once held by Bismarck 
has been entrusted to the hands of a Bavarian. God 
helping me, I will preserve Germany from any such 
disaster that, while I hold this office, Germany should 
be divided through the action of our tribe. It is our
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duty and our honour to safeguard the unity of the 
Reich."

"I have taken up the fight against Marxism. Should 
anyone think it necessary to ally himself with Marxism 
let him be convinced of this: he will not save Marxism, 
he will but share the ruin to which Marxism is doomed. 
I want no fight. But if others want it, then they will sec 
that the man who had the energy, with only seven men 
beside him, to build up this Movement has also the 
energy to take under his protection, as representative of 
the force of the State, the unity of the Reich. That
1 must do, because therein alone do I see the possi­
bility of opening up for the German people the way 
into a better future.” 1

lit his speech in the Sportpalast, Berlin, delivered on
2 March 1933 Hitler said:

“ If we come forward to-day to bring our accusation 
against those parties which before us governed the State 
we have a double right so to do. hirst the right which 
arises from the Constitution which these men them­
selves formerly imposed upon the German people. T he 
meaning of Democracy is precisely that the people from 
time to time should be called upon to judge the achieve­
ments and the acts of a Government, to judge whether 
the programme of the Government is of any use or 

. whether the men are of any use who take it upon them­
selves to execute that programme. And in the second 
place we feel ourselves justified in coming forward to 
bring our accusation because in the course of the long 
stretch of time during which they have been at work 
an appalling distress has fallen upon Germany— a dis­
tress which only those men who are responsible for it 
refuse to admit.”

1 V .B 25 Feb. 1933.
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"T hey say: ‘We are the men of the Iron Front.’ 
Rather they should say: 'We are the men of brazen 
effrontery, the men of brazen insolence.’ 1 You have the 
audacity after fourteen years of your own Government 
to say to the people which has suffered at your hands 
‘Things must now go differently: there must now be a 
clearance!’ Ah yes, many a German to-day knows that 
under your Government things have indeed gone differ­
ently and there has indeed been a clearance— that very 
many Germans know: their property, their savings, 
their means of existence, their employment— there has 
been a clearance of them all— a thorough clearance! 
For millions they have swept the board of everything 
and for a few the board has been well filled.”

“ If we had not come on the 30th of January then their 
watchword would have been: Things must go on as 
before. But since on the 30th of January there came 
another Government, they suddenly declare that things 
must he changed. They can be reassured: there shall 
be a change!”

There followed a criticism of the aims and methods of 
Marxism: these were so utterly false alike in conception 
and execution that when once Marxism is applied in 
practice success is impossible, (i) Marxism must of 
necessity lead to a weakening of the general body of the 
people ( Volkskörper) because it builds upon a splitting 
up of the body politic, (ii) The equality of men was long 
ago scientifically disproved. It is not present in the world 
of fact and the doctrine leads perforce to a devaluation 
of men of high capacity, to a lowering of the values of 
life (Lehenswerte). (iii) The same is true of Democracy. 
“ At all times it is personality and not democracy which

1 German: Sic sagen: Wir sind die Miinner der Eisernen Front. 
Sie sollten eigentlich sagen: Wir sind dio Männer der eisernen Stirn, 
die Männer der eisernen Frechheit.
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has created values. At all times Democracy has destroyed 
and annihilated the values of personality. It is madness 
to think and a crime to publish abroad that suddenly a 
majority can take the place, of the achievement of a man 
of genius. That means to put capacity under the control 
of a guardian and to make mere numbers its master. 
Every people must see in its most capable brains its 
highest national asset, for that is the most immortal value 
that there can possibly be. A single inventor, a genius, 
can mean more for a people than hundreds or tens of 
millions of apparent capital. At all times it has been the 
principles of Democracy which have brought peoples to 
ruin. And if Germany has fallen in the last fourteen 
years that was only because the representation of the 

-principles of Democracy was carried to such lengths 
that its fathers and representatives in Germany did as 
a matter of fact stand even below the average of those 
numbers whose supremacy they preach. They them­
selves have been so mediocre, so small, such dwarfs that 
they possess no right whatever to raise themselves above 
the masses. Never has any system or any Government 
left its place in a more melancholy, more miserable, 
more mediocre fashion than did the representatives of 
the present system.” . . .

(iv) There is, further, the idea that “ human life could 
develop otherwise than from the struggle of forces one 
with another, otherwise than from that conflict which 
was always the cause of human selection. Wc have 
before us the results of this teaching. Their inter­
nationalism has failed miserably. Only now when tilings 
are going badly with their Party can one once more trace 
something of an International. So long as things were 
going badly with the German people the International 
was nowhere to be found. With their Democracy, with 
their pacifism, they have robbed the German nation of
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its strength and its power and thereby also of its rights.” 
“ The German people has had to pay for these theories 

with its life and with its means of existence.”
(v) “ And, finally, they said: ‘the future belongs to the 

supremacy of a single class.’ In fact this idea led, as it 
was bound to lead, not to the supremacy of a class, but 
to the downfall and the collapse of the entire people. 
Marxism in practice is the best refutation of Marxism 
in theory.”

"Has this Marxism there where it has secured a 
hundred per cent, victory, where it is in fact and without 
exception supreme, in Russia,— has it there removed 
distress? It is precisely in Russia that facts speak with 
such devastating effect. Millions of men are starving in 
a land which could be a granary for the whole world. 
Millions of men are reduced to misery in a country that 
could to-day overflow with abundance.”

“ Freedom? Where docs there rule a greater oppres­
sion? Where is there a greater fear lest one who is not 
a member of the Party should have a glimpse of things 
as they are? Where is one in greater trepidation before 
every photographer, before every reporter than in the 
land of freedom and of equality?” . . .

"Brotherlincss? , . . Millions had to be shot in the 
name of this ‘brotherliness’ and as a consequence of this 
great ‘happiness’.”  May Fate save Germany from such 
a future, for if all this can happen where 92 per cent, 
of the population lives on the land, what "would it mean 
where only 35 per cent, is on the land and 64 per cent, 
is in the towns ? It would be appalling.

“ They go on to say that capitalism would thereby 
be overcome. Where, I ask, has it been overcome ? In 
Russia the whole world must help with its credits; the 
world of capitalism must give support with its credits, 
it must supply the machines and furnish the factories,
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it must provide the engineers, the pioneers: this other 
world must do everything. T hat they cannot deny. And 
to those who in Germany are enthusiastic for this 
principle I would like to recommend a week’s experience 
of the system under which men work in the forests of 
Siberia— one week would be enough!”

Young Communists when they had murdered National 
Socialists fled for refuge to Russia: but they returned to 
Germany: “ better penal servitude in Germany than 
freedom there.'‘ . . .

“ We do not speak thus in order to abuse a lorcign 
Slate: Russia interests us only as an example. We want 
to see to it that Germany does not pass through this 
misery only intensified in degree."

"And the idea of Pacifism, a Marxist idea which has 
moved the world, how has this stood the test in actual 
experience? The Red Army is the symbol of this 
Marxist-paci fist world-idea. My fellow-countrymen, 
when Marxism is supreme in practice it refutes itself In 
every sphere. There is no happiness, no prosperity, no 
social advance, but only the same grey misery, the same 
grey distress.”  . . .

And now Marxism desires to become more radical: 
it wishes to destroy everything. “ When everything has 
been reduced to misery, when everything is destroyed, 
then man will find himself in a Kingdom of Heaven. If 
a feeble bourgeoisie capitulated before this madness, wc 
accept the challenge, we fight against this madness. 
We accept the challenge because we wish to spare our 
people this fearful disillusionment. Fourteen years ago 
I began the fight, not because at that time I had any 
enthusiasm for a German capitalism which wanted to be 
rescued. What then was the reason for my action? I 
myself was and still am a child of the people. It was 
not for the capitalists that I undertook this struggle,

G L E I C H S C H A L T U N G

258



it was for the German working-man that I took my 
stand.”

. . . After the misery which they have brought upon 
us it is a bad conscience which makes cowards of . 
them all. “ When I fight for a cause and am convinced 
of its justice, then I will defend that cause with heroism. 
Where arc their heroes? To-day they are once more 
looking to the masses to get the chestnuts out of the fire 
on their behalf.”

“They seek to throw us into confusion through arson, 
through violence, through venom and thus to restore in 
the interest of a few insatiable men their greedy régime. 
They will be disappointed. We have not fought for four­
teen years against this crime in order to capitulate before 
it now that we are in power. That they must understand.”

“ Our programme is the exact opposite of this pro­
gramme of delirium and madness. We seek our strength 
in our people, we wish to establish the solidarity of our 
own community and then to employ its strength for the 
maintenance of that which our life demands (unserer 
LebensnotwemHgkeit). In the German soil, in the German 
peasant, and in the German working-man we see the 
roots of our strength and thus of our life— not in the 
phantom of Internationalism. In the education to resis­
tance we see the condition for the assertion of our life, 
and in ourselves and through ourselves we wish to make 
this resistance a reality.”

“ We will not capitulate before these ferments of dis­
integration, We know well that in our people there are 
millions of honest working-men who have no conception 
of the fate which lies before them. They read only 
Marxist newspapers: year after year they are told: ‘You 
must read only this paper: you must not go to any 
meeting of your opponents.’ And why not? Everywhere 
truth must be able to hold its own.”
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“ They know that the truth is not on their side: hence 
tiiis terrorism, hence this violence, hence this attempt 
to throw men into confusion through sedition.”

“ My fellow-countrymen, we have a precious treasure 
to administer— the German people. And you are a 
precious part of that great mass of healthy folk who are 
still capable of faith and confidence, and of devoted 
service for a cause. And therefore the people must be 
protected. And when to-day these other elements say: 
‘We alone have the right to lead the masses,’ then they 
must realize that this right is no longer theirs: it has 
passed to those to whom it belongs. To-day they can 
no longer spread confusion through these masses or 
harness them to their mad ideas.”

"To-day they are faced with an aggressive organiza­
tion, a fanatical, a disciplined organization which has the 
courage to go to the utmost lengths.”

“ We are no theorists: . . . just as we have formed in 
Germany the community of the German people, so in 

- the same way, with the same persistent work, will wc 
restore the German Reich. We will not suddenly capitu­
late before any resistance, whatever form it take, for we 
all know how hard it is to build up any sound construc­
tion. But that this Movement is both sound and strong—

' that it has proved, for there were those who wished to 
break it: they wanted to destroy it, but as yet they have 
not been able to destroy it, and they will not be able to 
destroy it in the future. They wanted to prevent it from 
coming into power and they have failed. And now they 
will endeavour to prevent this Movement from using 
the power which it has gained and they will find that 
they will no longer be able to prevent the rise of the 
German people.”

“ And so I would ask that you yourselves should play 
your part, should do your duty on the 5th of March, that
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you should co-operate in raising the new building for 
the community of the German people. For this deter­
mination I believe that there can be no loftier symbol 
than that— after criminal hands have laid in ashes 
the Reichstag building— we should now go forth to the 
town from which the greatness of Prussia took its rise, 
that wc should go forth to Potsdam, and there at the 
bier of the immortal king in the Church begin the work 
of the reconstruction of Germany."1

In his speech on i  May 1936 in the Lustgarten, Berlin, 
Hitler said:

"You may often perhaps have heard the question 
asked, ‘But why then did you make a Revolution ? Could 
you not have reached your goal by other ways ? Could you 
not have solved your problems by means of the factors 
(Erscheinungen) which already lay to your hand?’ No! 
It had to be done, but there was one condition which 
was prescribed for us : it could not be done if in Germany 
the will and the life-struggle of our people were split 
into forty or fifty sections. If the distress is already so 
great, if men’s understanding and energies are so crip­
pled that countless numbers despair of any amelioration, 
then any salvation must be completely out of the question 
unless the nation is able to come to a single decision or at 
least to a single view and can thus proceed to one 
activity-—to a single act. If one wished to solve the 
problems of Germany at all, it was essential first of all 
to bring the German people into such a form that the 
millions of individuals could be fused into a unity.”

“ And it is further necessary to convince the people 
itself of its own value. So long as each individual sees 
only himself, he lives his life only in the limited sphere 
of action of his own personality. It is essential to awake 

• V.B., 3 Mar. 1933.
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in each individual the living conviction: Mightier than 
your own will is the will of all those who now stand 
here! Through this community problems will be solved 
before which you would give up hope and fall into 
despair or before which you would be bound to fail. 
But the community— it will prove itself to be the master 
of these problems. It was necessary to give to the 
German people that great feeling of community : through 
it suddenly out of tiic weak will of sixty million indi­
viduals there springs a gigantic mighty compressed will 
of all. And this must' be visible to each one of our 
fellow-countrymen, and that is why mir Movement has 
taken its quite peculiar form which is illustrated by our 
assembly to-day: hence these mass proclamations, these 
mass demonstrations, these general appeals to the nation. 
In such an hour as this everyone must feel, and feel in 
the depths of his being: Now it is not I  who face the 
destiny of Germany, but an army of millions is at my 
side. I am part of this army: as individuals we may 
perhaps be weak, but taken all together, nothing can 
break us!"

"And so to remove our distress, to overcome our 
weakness, and thus successfully to wage our life-battle 
in Germany the necessary pre-condition is unity. M y 
fellow-countrymen, what, think you, can the greatest 
genius in the world achieve if he has not the necessary 
instruments? It is only the fools who think that a man 
can do everything. True, he can do everything, but 
only when he can win everyone to his side. When 
Providence gives him the strength to unite a people in 
his will, when Providence gives him the power to cause 
a people to think as he thinks, then he can in this world 
work wonders. But always the condition for the success 
of his action is the organized community which stands 
behind him. He may be convinced a thousand times
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over of the capacities of his genius, and of the value of 
liis ideas: he will be able to achieve nothing unless he can 
so educate the millions that, consciously or uncon­
sciously, they become his collaborators, unless he can 
teach them to think as he thinks.” '

A few brief passages oil this aspect of "Gleichschaltung" 
— co-ordination— may be added to this exposition:

In his speech at the Sportpalast, Berlin, on 10 February 
I 9 3 3 > Hitler said: “ The parties of class-division may be 
convinced that as long as the Almighty permits me to 
live my determination to destroy them will be un­
alterable.” 2

In a speech at Munich delivered in March 1933 Hitler 
said: “ Already such&Gleichschaltung— a co-ordination—  
of the political will has been achieved as we have never 
yet experienced, and we shall do everything in our power 
to secure that this co-ordination shall never be lost.” 3

In his speech in the Reichstag on 21 March 1933 Hitler 
said: “ We are determined to create a new community 
out of the German peoples— a community formed of 
men of every status and profession and of every so-called 
class— which shall be able to achieve that community of 
interests which the welfare of the entire nation demands. 
All classes must be welded together into a single German 
nation.” 4 1

1 F.Z., 3 May 193C.
1 Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i (1935), p. 10.
1 V.B., 14 M a r , 1933. For a further extract from this speech 

see p. 2Üg infra.
* German text, Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i (193 s), p. 23; 

authorized English translation (as above) in The New Germany 
desires Work and Peace, p. 13.
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In his speech in the Reichstag on 23 March 1033 Hitler 
said: "T he splitting up of the nation into groups with 
irreconcilable views, systematically brought about by 
the false doctrines of Marxism, means the destruction 
of the basis of a possible communal life. The disintegra­
tion attacks ail the foundations of social order. The 
completely irreconcilable views of different individuals 
with regard to the terms State, society, religion, morals, 
family, and economy give rise to differences that lead to 
internecine war. Starting from the liberalism of the last 
century, this development is bound by natural laws to 
end in communistic chaos” . . . .

"It is only the creation of a real national com­
munity, rising above the interests and differences of 
rank and class, that can permanently remove the source 
of nourishment of these aberrations of the human 
mind.” '

In his speech on May Day 1933 Hitler said:

“The results of class warfare are to be seen all around 
us and we wish to learn a lesson from them, for we have 
recognized one thing as necessary for the return to 
health of our nation: The German people must learn to 
know each other again. The millions who have been 
split up into professions and kept apart by artificial class 
distinctions, who, foolishly clinging to profession and 
status, cannot understand each other any longer, must 
find once more the way to each other. An enormous and 
stupendous task— we know it. Nevertheless , . .  what has 
been built up by the hands of man, can also be destroyed 
by the hands of man; what human madness once in­
vented, can be overcome by human wisdom. . . .  We

' German text, D oku m en te der deutschen P o lit ik , î (1935), pp. ' 
35-6; authorized English translation (as above) in T h e  N e w  G e r ­
m any d ei ir et W o rk  a n d  P e a ce , pp. 16-17.
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li ave made up our minds to lead the people of Germany 
to one another and, if necessary, to compel them.” 1

In his speech to the Reich Commissioners delivered in the 
Reich Chancery, Berlin, on 6 July 1933 Hitler said:

“ The political parties have now been finally abolished. 
. . .  The Party* has now become the State. . . . There is 
no longer any authority emanating from any one part 
of the Reich, but only that based on the idea of the 
German nation as a whole.” 3

The end of this chapter in National Socialist history may 
be fitly represented by a statement made by Hitler in a 
speech delivered to SA. men in Kiel on 7 May 1933:

‘ ‘You must fuse your will with mine.”4 .

On 14 July 1933 the National Socialist Cabinet pro­
claimed the suppression of all other political parties:

"t . In Germany the only political party is the 
National Socialist German Workers’ Party.”

“ 2. Whoever undertakes to maintain the organization 
of another political party or to form a new political party 
will be punished by penal servitude (Zuchthaus) for a 
period up to three years or by imprisonment fora period 
of from six months up to three years so far as the act 
is not punishable with a more severe penalty under 
other regulations.”s

1 German text, Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i (1935), p- 144; 
authorized English translation (as above) in The Neto Germany 
desires Work and Peace, p . 32.

2 T h e  N ational Socialist Party.
3 G e r m a n  t e x t ,  Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i ( 1 9 3 5 ) 1  P P -  

5 8 - 9 ;  a u t h o r i z e d  E n g l i s h  t r a n s la t io n  ( a s  a b o v e )  in  77ie  A T« u  

Germany desires Work and Peace, pp. 65-6.
4 V . B . ,  g  M a y  1 9 3 3 .

* Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i  ( 1 9 3 5 ) , P- 4®-
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fn n speech delivered to the workmen nt Essen, on 27 
March 1936, Hiller said: “ The task which I set before 
myself did not mean the attempt to bring the forty-seven 
parties under one hat. It did not mean endeavouring to 
induce the unions of employers and workmen to speak a 
common language, or trying to unite the Confessions 
and the Weltanschauungen on the same level. No, the 
task ran thus: ‘endeavour to mobilize once more from 
the German people that strength which is needed for 
the maintenance of the life of all. Mow you do it does 
not matter. Go what way you will : only the road must 
lead to the goal. After fifteen years of talk, someone 
who would act must comeat last. And I have acted!” 1

It. THE GERMAN STATES

I Have translated these extracts from Hitler's speeches since, in a 
matter which for those who are not Germans does not raise 
controversial issues, it is interesting to observe how rapidly and 
how completely Hitler's policy changed. In February 1933 
Hitler appealed for the co-operation and support of tire German 
States; in the same year, in September, he could assert that "the 
National Socialist Movement is not the preserver of the G er­
man States of the past, but their liquidator.*" In relation to 
Hitler’s speech in Municli in which he declared that “ Bavaria of 
its own freewill has professed its faith in unity'1 (sec p. 270 infra) it 
may be recalled that during the month which preceded Hitler’s 
action in Bavaria the ministers of that State had thought other­
wise: one of them said: "When Bamberg Cathedral was built, 
wild pigs were still scraping the trees on the site of Berlin,”  
Another remarked: "IF Berlin sends a Commissioner he will be

1 V.B., 29 M ar. 1936.
1 " T h e  only conclusion from the facts is that either he was 

deliberately lying in February, or else was displaying an alm ost 
unbelievable ignorance o f a vital matter o f  his future p olicy. 
Neither conclusion is flattering to him— for cither he was a fool 
or 3 knave in his Heichsr.it speech": S. H. R ubens. The House sitai 
Hiller built, London, 1939, p. 67.
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arrested at the frontier."1 These were high words, but when 
Rochm and von Epp occupied the buildings of the Government 
with the SA. there was no opposition and Hitler’s Commissioners 
took over power. And so it was throughout the German States.

For the whole problem of the relation of the German States—  
the Lauder— to the Reich cf. Die Reichsreform (cdd. VV. Adamctz 
and O. Gessler), voi. i; Allgemeine Grundlagen für die Abgrenzung 
der Zuständigheilen stoischen Reich, Ländern und Gémeindtver- 
bändett, Berlin, Mobbing, 1933 (a publication of the Bund zur 
Erneuerung des Reiches), pp. 446 with full bibliography; A. 
Brecht, ‘ Die Neugestaltung des Reiches’ in Krisis, ein politisches 
Manifest, cd. O. Muller, Weimar, Lichtenstein, 193z, pp. 39~5° i  
II. E. Feine, “ Nationalsozialistischer Staatsumbau und deutsche 
Geschichte”  in Deutschland in der Wende der Zeiten, öffentliche 

Vorträge der Universität Tübingen, Sommersemester, 1933, 
published by the Württembcrgischc Gesellschaft zur Förderung 
der Wissenschaften, Stuttgart and Berlin, Kohlhammer, 1934, 
pp. 203-26 at pp. 211 sqq. (lecture of 26 July 1933); H. Kraus, 
The Crisis of German Democracy, Princeton University Press,
1932, ch. 7 "T h e Reich and its Member States (Lands)", pp. 
105—28; Hans Krebs, Die Stellung der Länder sum Retch in den 
Verfassungen von 1S71, 1919 und im Reichsstatthaltergesetx von
1933, Dissertation of the University of Hamburg, 1934 (with 
bibliography); Erich Becker, "D ie Rechtsstellung der deutschen 
Länder in der Gegenwart” , Zeitschrift für die gesamte Staats- 
viisscnschaft, xcvii (1937), pp. 462-9$.

For the early legislation of 1933 cf. Georg Kaisen berg, Gleich­
schaltung der Länder mit dem Reich, Berlin, 1933 (=  Das Recht der 
nationalen Revolution, Heft 1); Carl Schmitt, DasReichsstatthal- 
tergesetz, Berlin, 1933 (=  Das Recht dernationalcn Revolution, Heft 
3). English translationofthelawoF7 April 1933 in j. K. Pollock and 
H. J. Ilcncman, The Hitler Decrees, 2nd edn., Ann Arbor, 1934, 
p. 5. The German text of the amending law of 14 October 1933 

in Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i ( t93S)> P* (see 
and Ilcncman, op. cit., p. 8). By the law of 30 January 1934 
the Governments of the States were immediately subordinated

1 Cf. R. Olden, Hitler, Amsterdam, 1935, p. 293. English trans­
lation, Hitler the Pawn, London, 1936, pp. 338-9- S. II. Roberts,, 
op. cit., London, 1939, p- 69.
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to the Ministers of the Reich (Law on the Reconstruction of the 
Reich): German text, Dokumente der deutschen Politik, ii (i9jû)> 
p. rot, and the position of the Retch-Governors of the German 
States was finally determined by the law of 30 January 1935: 
German text, Dokumente der deutschen Politik, iii (1937), PP- 
124-6. Justice was completely nationalized by the Act transfer­
ring the administration of Justice from the Slates to the Reich 
adopted on 2 April 1935 (see ibid., pp. 280 sqq.).— For discussion 
of the constitutional position of the Reich-Govcrnors cf. S. H. 
Roberts, The House that Hitler built, London, 1939, pp- 67 sqq,, 
91 sqq.; J. K. Pollock, The Government 0/Greater Germany, New 
York, 193s, pp, 76 sqq. ; F. L. Schuman, Hitler and the Nasi Dic­
tatorship, London, 1936, pp. 244 sqq. ; Nere Governments in Europe, 
cd. R. L. Iluell, New York, 1937, pp- 265 sqq., articles in the 
American Political Science Rcvicto for April 1936 ; E. R. Huber, Ver­
fassung, Mamburg, Hanseatische Vcrlagsaustait, 1937, pp. 183-210 
(with bibliography). Useful bibliographical references in H. Artzt, 
Der Reichsstatthalter im G cincin schuf Iss taut, Dresden, Dittert, 
1937.— For the special position occupied by Gocring as Prime 
Minister of Prussia cf. S. H. Roberts, op. cit., p. 68, and for the 
problem of the future division of Prussia into provinces cf. the 
speech by Gocring delivered on iS June 1934: text in Hermann 
Goering, Reden und Auf sät sc, Munich, 1938, pp. too sqq.

Om 2 February 1933 Hitler in his speech in the Reichsrat 
said:

"W c do not wish to ride roughshod over that which 
the history of Germany through the centuries hns 
fashioned to serve as single stones for the rebuilding of 
this Reich. On the contrary we do not wish to fall into 
the error of issuing regulations and centralizing wherever 
possible, but we are desirous to keep before us the aim 
of unifying only where such unification is absolutely 
necessary, and in this task wc naturally gladly look for 
the co-operation of the German States; we desire to be 
supported not merely through professions of agreement 
but through action, just as we for our part are determined 
to do everything in our power to maintain for these his-
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torical building-stones of the German nation and the 
German Reich their full capacities for vigorous life. I 
believe that in this wc shall the sooner and the more 
easily be successful the more the Reich and the German 
States unite in the large recognition of the compelling 
force of the needs of our day. I myself come from the 
South, but as a citizen I belong to a North German 
State, 1 feel myself a German and I live in the history 
of Germany; I do not desire to ride blindly over the 
great and historical triumphs and achievements of this 
history but on the contrary— that I can promise you—  
I desire to respect everything which former generations 
in the historical creation of our State and people have 
achieved, in the hope that thus in the future later genera­
tions will in their turn respect that which we have in 
mind to accomplish.” 1

In a speech at Munich on the Anniversary of the Found­
ing of the Party, 24 February iç 3 3 > Hitler said:

"I f  the German States wish to live, if they wish to 
wage to the end those battles which are fated for them, 
they can only do this if they take their place as rods in 
a bundle of rods, in order that with united forces they 
may in their own interest bring into play the strength 
of the united nation, even if All-Germany (the central 
Government) fails to champion their cause. . . .  I do not 
desire any war with the Germait States.” 1

In a speech at Munich on 12 March 1933 Hitler said: 
" It  was in this city that years ago I began the struggle 

the first part of which can now be regarded as finally 
closed. What for centuries has been longed for but 
could not be attained has now become accomplished 
fact. Already a co-ordination (Gleichschaltung) of the 
political will has been achieved such as we have never 

1 F.Z., 3 F e b . 1933- 5 Ibid-< a6 Feb- *933-
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yet experienced, and we shall do everything in our power 
to secure that this co-ordination sitali never be lost. I 
myself am proud and happy to think that the North has 
not won Bavaria, but that Bavaria of its own free will 
has professed its faith in unity.1 I have the feeling that 
in these days Bavaria has itself taken its place in the 
ranks of this great front of the awakening German 
nation. The political pre-conditions wc have created. 
Let us hold firmly to these and no one shall disturb this 
work: no one shall be able to sabotage it: that is our 
determination. From this, struggle and from this work 
of ours one day there shall return to our Germany free­
dom, happiness, and blessing and in that Reich the 
German States will then take the place which from 
history and tradition rightly belongs to them. To do 
violence to none, but through co-ordination of the 
German nation to secure the highest measure of ideal 
freedom, that is our will. That aim can be realized only 
if a single mighty German Reich exists as shield and 
protection*’ ..........

“The President of the Reich has ordered that in addi­
tion to the flags of the German States there shall be 
hoisted two other symbols’’— the flag of the old Empire 
and of the new Movement.2

In his speech at the Kroll Opera on 22 March 1933 
Hitler said:

“ The internal ruin of the community of our people 
( Volksgemeinschaft) necessarily led to a weakening in the 
authority of the supreme Government of the Reich 
which grew more and more serious. The sinking of the 
prestige of the Government of the Reich which must 
necessarily result from such insecure internal condi­
tions gave rise, amongst different parties in the indi­

’ Cf. p. 266 supra. 1 V.B., 14 Mar. 1933.
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vidual States, to views which were incompatible with 
the unity of the Reich. However great may be our 
regard for the value of the traditions represented by 
the separate States, that cannot hide from us the recog­
nition of the bitter fact that in the past the excessive 
independence of the divided individual States has not 
only not been of service to our people’s position in the 
world and to its life but has been often truly ruinous. 
But that does not mean that it is for this reason the task 
of wise statesmanship to make this good at this late hour 
by setting aside valuable elements which are the result 
of an organic growth merely to satisfy a theoretical 
principle of unrestrained unification. It is rather the 
duty of statesmanship to raise above all question the 
unity of spirit and of will in the leadership of the nation 
and thereby also the conception of the Reich as such. 
The prosperity of our Communes and of our States 
depends just as much as does the existence of individual 
Germans on the strength and health of the Reich: it 
needs the protection which the Reich ought to afford.” 

‘‘Accordingly the Government does not intend by 
means of this Enabling Law to do away with the German 
States. But it will take such measures as will henceforth 
and for all time secure that the political aims both in the 
Reich and in the German States shall be the same. The 
greater this coincidence of spirit and of will the less 
interest can there be for the Reich at any time in the 
future to do violence to the independence of the cultural 
and economic life of the individual States.”

“ It is quite impossible to suffer the continuance of a 
practice which has recently crept in, that of the mutual 
disparagement of the Governments of the States and of 
the Reich, supported by the modern methods of political 
propaganda. I will under no circumstances permit— and 
the Government of the Reich will take all measures to
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prevent it— that at any future time ministers of German 
Governments, before the world in public mass-meetings 
or even through the use of wireless, should accuse or 
abuse each other.”

“ Further, it can only lead to a complete debasement of 
the legislative bodies in the eyes of the people if even 
under normal conditions cither in the Reich as a whole 
or in the separate States the people is forced to the polis 
twenty times within four years. The Government will 
find a way by which when, once the nation has expressed 
its will, that single expression shall have the same conse­
quences, both for the Reich and for the States.” 1

In the same speech Hitler said:
“ The Government regard the question of a monarchi­

cal restoration as one which cannot be discussed at 
present. . . . They would have to regard an attempt by 
the individual States to solve this problem on their own 
responsibility as an attack on the unity of the Reich and 
would act accordingly,” 2

There followed the laws for the co-ordination (Gleich­
schaltung) of the German States with the Reich: 31 March 
19333 and 7 April 1933.*

In his Proclamation read at the opening of the Parteitag 
at Nuremberg on 1 September 1933 Hitler said:

“ When in the course of the development of our people 
through a thousand years States began to form above 
and right across the German tribes there arose those 
formations which to-day we still see before us as the

1 Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i ( 1935), p. 27.
1 German text: Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i (1935), p. 28; 

authorized English translation (as above) in The Reto Germany 
desires Work and Peace, p, 19.

3 Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i (1935)» pp. 177-8 .
4 Ibid., pp. 179-80.
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Länder— the German States. Their growth is not to be 
ascribed to any ‘volkic’ necessity. If one weighs the 
advantages and disadvantages of these States for the 
German nation, the advantages disappear. Even in the 
cultural sphere the nation which was coming into being 
proved itself to be more fruitful than the States. Since 
we arc determined to maintain this and all other valuable 
traditions, we arc forced to proceed against these burden­
some obstacles to national unity which in the constitu­
tional sphere have for many centuries inflicted grievous 
damage upon our people. What would Germany be if 
previous generations long before our time had not 
refused to tolerate an abuse which cried aloud to heaven 
for remedy— the abuse of our welter of small States? 
A people which speaks one language, which possesses a 
single culture, which has experienced the moulding of 
its destiny only in one common history must seek also a 
unity in its leadership. Othenvise, it loses the advan­
tages of its numbers while it is forced to suffer the dis­
advantages arising therefrom. The law concerning the 
Reich-Governors was the first answer of the German 
nation to those who raised their complaints against the 
unity and greatness of the German nation.”

"On principle, the National Socialist Party must recog­
nize this fact: the former German Reich could still, at 
least so far as appearances went, be constituted on the 
basis of the separate German States. The States them­
selves, however, could no longer be constituted from the 
German tribes {Stämmen) but, at best, from individual 
Germans. The present German Reich is no longer con­
stituted on the basis of the German States, nor on the 
basis of the German tribes, but on the whole German 
people and on the National Socialist Party which em­
braces and includes the whole German people. The 
essential character of the Reich of the future will there-

G L E I C H S C H A L T U N G

T 273



fore no longer be determined by the interests and the 
views of the building-stones of the past, but rather 
through the interests of those building-stones which 
have created the present Third Reich. Therefore neither 
Prussia nor Bavaria, nor any other German State, can 
form a pillar of the present Reich, but the only pillars of 
the Reich arc the German people and the National 
Socialist Movement. The individual German tribes, 
however, will find their happiness in once more îepre- 
senting that mighty unity which in the past in their 
nominal independence they could never do. T h e  
National Socialist Movement is not the preserver of the 
German States of the past, hut their liquidator in the 
interest of the Reich of the future. Since the Movement 
itself as a Party is neither North German nor South 
German, neither Bavarian nor Prussian, but only 
German, so in it is resolved every rivalry between any 
of the German States or tribes: all such rivalries have 
lost their meaning.’1'

In a speech to the "Old Guard'' of the Party delivered at 
Munich on lg  March TÇ34 Hitler said:

“Wc fight for an independent German people. If 
God created the Gentian tribes, they will remain. If any­
one says, ‘What then of the single States? After all 
God made them too.’ No! Men made the States. 
State-forms have always been transitory. Look back a 
hundred years, two hundred, three hundred years and 
study the map and the changes marked on it. And if 
anyone says to me, ‘But from now on things must remain 
as they arc', I can only answer: 'Sir, if you have grown 
sterile, our German people is anything but sterile.’ T h e  
people is still living: it feels its way open towards its goal*

1 F.Z., a  S e p t .  193 3.
* F r a n k ly  a  p a r a p h r a s e : th e  te x t  is Dai (Volk) lebt nach und
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and strives towards it, and therefore the map of our 
Rcicii will change in the future and in it there will be 
further alterations” . . . .

“ Every German belongs to a tribe. But where would 
wc as Germans be, where would our people be, if we 
saw in that fact a licence to fight no more for our people 
as a whole? No! That can never be! When I went to 
Berlin, one who was by descent a Bavarian became for 
the first time Chancellor of the Reich. Then I set before 
myself as my aim to sec to it that the period of my 
Chancellorship should one day be marked with honour 
in the history of Germany. From this city you have sent 
a tribune of the people to Berlin, and it is my determina­
tion that my name shall be able to take an honourable 
place amongst the Chancellors of the German Reich. I 
went to the North as a man from the South with a pro­
gramme of which I can say: 'Test it all of you! It is a 
German programme!’

On 22 March 1934 Hitler spoke of the position and duties 
of the Reichsstatlhalters under the law of 30 January 1934: 
They are subordinated to the Reich Minister for the 
Interior: “ they are not the administrators of the separate 
States, they execute the will of the supreme Leadership 
of the Reich;* their commission comes not from the 
States but from the Reich. They do not represent the 
States over against the Reich, but the Reich over against 
the States. The reconstruction of the Reich demands a 
single clear and permanent organization of the adminis­
tration with logical articulation of administrative units

empfindet sein errungenes Ziel, strebt diesent Ziele zu. . . . H o w  a  
p e o p le  c a n  s tr iv e  to w a rd s  a g o a l w h ic h  h a s a lre a d y  b e e n  a tta in e d  

I d o  n o t  u n d e r s ta n d .
1 F.Z., 2 1  M a r .,  193 4.
1 G e r m a n :  die Träger des Willens der obersten Führung des 

Reiches.
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under a central Rcich-authority. National Socialism has 
;ts its historic task to create the new Retch and not to 
preserve the German States. The Reichsstatthaltcrs arc 
thus primarily the supporters of the supremacy of the 
National Socialist idea.”  . . .

Independent action of single authorities or services in 
the Party in economic matters and in political matters 
relating to finance will everywhere he prevented : in such 
matters only the Ministries of the Central Government 
are competent and they must always be consulted. 
And this applies to all oilier branches of the administra­
tion. “ It was essential to maintain the unity of State and 
Pnrly.” 1

In his Proclamation to the Nuremberg Parteitag of 
September 1934 Hitler spoke of the improvement in the 
German State. "T ile  building up of the Reich to a 
powerful unity which will he a source of strength for 
all Germans has made truly historic advances. But 
thereby we have not reduced the former German States 
to the position of despised provinces; on the contrary, 
we have fostered them with the greatest National 
Socialist care and have sought to develop them. . . . Our 
wish is that they shall be no decaying provinces, but 
flourishing shires [Gaue) of die German Reich.” 1

Note
O n  th e  Gleichschaltung of th e  G e r m a n  S t a t e s  c f.  I I .  G o t  r in g ,  

Heden und Aufsätze, M u n ic h ,  E h e r ,  133 8 , p p . 4 2 , 3 8 - 9 .

n i .  “ Gl e ic h s c h a l t u n g ” : NATIONALIST ASSOCIATIONS: 

THE STAHLHELM.

The "Marxist" opposition teas soon crushed, but the 
Government which came into power on 30 January 1933

1 F.Z., 23 M a r .  1934- T h e r e  is o n ly  a s h o r t  s u m m a r y  o f  th is  
sp e e c h  a n d  I  u n  n o t su re  h o w  fa r  it r e p r o d u c e s  H it le r 's  o w n  w o r d s .

1 Ibid., 6  Sept. 1934.
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(«7i' a Nationalist Government and the problem of a 
Nationalist Association such as the Stahlhelm -was not so 
easily solved. Formed in ig iS  from old soldiers of the 
Front Line it demanded, from the first, rearmament and 
réintroduction of compulsory militaty service. Under the 
Weimar Republic it pinned its faith to no single party: 
with Hindcnburg as its patron, it enjoyed the support of the 
army. In 1932, in the Presidential election of that year, it 
ran its second-in-command, Lieutenant-Colonel Düsterberg, 
as a rival candidate to Hindenburg. His defeat— he secured 
only some 2} million votes— discredited it, but it recovered 
its position under von Pa pen’s Government: "it became 
the guard of the Junker régime." In the autumn of 1932 
it could march in triumph into Berlin. Stahlhelm circles 
are said at that lime to have contemplated a "Putsch"; 
"we could then have remained in Berlin” , its leader Seldte 
is reported to have once remarked.

It supported Hitler's assumption of power in January 
1933 und co-operated in the Reichstag election which fol­
lowed the "Machtübernahme". It declared that it was more 
necessary now than ever before : its co-operation was needed 
in “ the reconstruction of the Constitution in the spirit of 
Bismarck."1

The first conflict between National Socialism and the 
Stahlhelm, however, broke out as early as March 1933; 
it was said that Social Democrats and Communists were 
being received into membership of the Steel Helmets en 
masse.2 In Brunswick, Klagges, National Socialist Minister 
of the Interior, arrested 200 members of the Stahlhelm and 
1,150 "Marxist” candidates for membership. The Stahl­
helm in Brunswick was disbanded. Seldte, now Labour 
Minister in Hitler's Cabinet, promised to take disciplinary 
action : he and Goering agreed that this was a purely local

' F.Z., 13  M a r .  193 3.
1 The Times, 2 7  M a r . 1 9 3 3 ; Berliner Tageblatt, 28  M a r .  19 3 3 .

277



dispute: cordial co-operation could continue. The ban on 
the Stahlhelm u as raised as /rom i  A prit.1

It was unfortunate that a report from Schrader, the 
Under of the Brunswick Stahlhelm, addressed to Düsterberg, 
should hare come into the hands of the Brunswick Govern­
ment; in this he had written, “ / think it wrong at this 
moment to advise caution in accepting new members. . . . 
Only extreme effrontery is of any use in dealing with the 
N S D A P ." '

There followed arrests of leaders of the Stahlhelm in the 
Palatinate, but this time the Reich Government directly 
intervened and Scldtc issued a manifesto against action 
taken by German States or local authorities. The Palati­
nate disagreement teas settledd

In April the Stahlhelm in Central Germany declared in 
support of Hitler, but it was explained that this did not 
mean that the Steel Helmets had joined the NSDAP.  : 
the question of membership sous still undecided.* Selcile, 
for his part, denied that he had joined the PartyA

At Easter kjjj  Hitler, Goebbels, and Scldtc met and it 
was agreed that a relation of comradeship between the Party 
and the Stahlhelm seas a matter of course.0 At this time 
the Stahlhelm was insisting on the necessity for maintaining 
its independence..7 But before April was out Seldte had dis­
missed Diistcrbcrg from his position of second in command;

' The Times, 29 Mar. 1 5 3 3 ; Da-liner Tageblatt o f  sanie d a te .

1 T e x t  o f  r e p o r t  F.Z., 30 M a r . 193 3, tr a n s la tio n  in  The Tima 
o f  th e  sa m e  d a te .

* The Times, 31 M a r .  1 9 3 3 ; V.B. o f  sa m e  d a te . F o r  f l ig h t  o f  
m e m b e r s  o f  S ta h lh e lm  c f .  F.Z., 1 A p r .  19 3 3 .

4 h' Z . ,  14 Apr. 1933.
1 Berlina Tageblatt. 15 A p r .  193 3.
4 I b id .,  t8  A p r .  193 3.

7 F.Z., i S  A p r .  19 3 3 ­
* C f .  Neue Freie Freue, 2 7  A p r . 19 3 3 , a n d  The Timet o f  th e  s a m e  

d a te . S in c e  S c ld t c  h a d  b e c o m e  L a b o u r  M in is te r  D ü s ic r b c r g  h a d  
p ra c t ic a lly  c o m m a n d e d  th e  S ta h lh e lm .
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Scldtc, now sole lender, joined the N SD A P, and pro­
ceeded to dismiss other officials of the Stahlhelm. Düster­
berg had desired independence for the Steel Helmets: 
Seldtc was prepared to sec them under Hitler's authority 
as a third organisation alongside of SS. and SA . Over 
the German wireless Seldte announced that he had subor­
dinated the Stahlhelm "as a close soldierly unity” 1 to the 
Führer; "this friendship with the Führer” , he declared, 
"is the fulfilment of the old wish of your hearts.”  But 
Stahlhelm members could not join the Party, nor could 
members of the Party join the Stahlhelme

This submission did not bring peace: arrests and suppres­
sion of local groups proceeded in Brunswick p  while the 
Stahlhelm was prohibited in Düsseldorf, seven centres were 
banned in East Prussia.4 Hitler now intervened and on 
2i June iç/33 an agreement, the text of which was settled 
by Hitler, Scldtc, and von Popen, was concluded,s The 
Kernstahlhehn— the original body of Front Line fighters—  
under this agreement remained as before, but its members 
were in future not to belong to any political party except 
the N SD A P, which all were to be permitted to join. The 
Youug-Stahlhelm (Jungstahlhelm) was incorporated into 
the SA . and was placed under the orders of the " Supreme 
S A .-Leadership", i.e. under Hitler. At the same time the 
Scharnhorst Association was incorporated into the Hitler- 
Youth.

But, even so, action against the Stahlhelm did not cease6 
and the Steel Helmets appealed for help to Hindenburg?

* See the text in Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung, 29 Apr. 1933- 
The phrase is als cine geschlossene soldatische Einheit : the Stahl­
helm was to be preserved as a separate organization.

1 Manchester Guardian, 1 May 1933.
1 Cf. F .Z ., I, 2, 7, 16, 18 June 1933.
4 The Times, 21 June 1933 and F.Z. of same date.
* Text in Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i (1935), p. 57.
4 F.Z., 23 June 1933.
7 Neue Freie Presse, 25 June 1933.
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Rm Ihii, as Chiej oj Staff of the SA., then in ta vened and 
forbade any further molestation of the Vonng-Stahlhehn, 
while Hitler assured Sehlte that “ there must he three 
pillars standing side by side, the SA., the SS., and the 
Stahlhelm’*.1 On 27 fune 193J Hitler issued a Procla­
mation addressed to *'National Socialists, SA. and S S . 
men, and Young-Stahfhclm", He said; "A  goal which 
we have resolutely pursued for fourteen years has 
now been attained. With the placing of the Young-Stahl- 
helm under the command of myself as the Supreme 
SA .-Leader and with the incorporation of the Scharn­
horst League into the Hitler Youth the unification of 
the political Fighting Movement (Kanipfbcsecgung) of the 
German nation lias been completed and brought to a close. 
SA-, SS., Stahlhelm, and Hitler Youth will henceforth 
always in the future be the only organizations which the 
National Socialist State recognizes as the representatives 
(Träger) of the political education of youths and of men.” 

“ It was natural that in the years after the Revolution 
in different districts of our German Fatherland resistance 
to the November traitors and their disastrous govern­
ment should have been attempted. Independently of one 
another, without even knowing of each other’s existence, 
people arose and organized parties and associations to 
fight against the Marxist State."

"They ail doubtless had the best of intentions. Rut 
if Germany were to be saved, that could come about only 
through one single Movement and not through thirty. 
The future of Germany does not depend on the number 
of associations which work for this future, but it depends 
on the question whether the will of the many can be suc­
cessfully brought to acknowledge a single will and thus can 
be united in a Movement which can strike effectively.'’ 

"Thus just as the German Reichswehr— the army-—
1 F.Z., 37 June 1933.



was formerly compelled to disband the individual Free 
Corps, despite all the services which they had rendered, 
in order to restore to the German people a single army, 
so the National Socialist Movement was in the same 
way compelled to disband the countless leagues, associa­
tions, and unions, without any regard to the services 
which they had or had not rendered, in order at last to 
build up for the German people a single unified organiza­
tion which might express its political will.”

“ Many of the best Germans have not understood this 
task of ours, and many others refused to understand it. 
To-day the meaning and thus the necessity of this tre­
mendous struggle are clear for everyone who loves our 
people and believes in its future” . . . .

“ And so wc shall prevent the formation of every new 
association which would only serve to perpetuate the old 
division of forces.”

“ This decision is unalterable, but it lays upon us the 
duty to be just. As Germans and National Socialists we 
wish therefore in honesty to recognize the difference 
which existed between other associations and the Stahl­
helm. Wc arc ready to admit that in this association, as 
being the League of German soldiers of the Front Line, 
hundreds of German men were united and were thus 
withdrawn from the System.1 Further, in the hour of 
the turn of Germany's destiny the first Leader of the 
League [Seldte] professed his allegiance to the National 
Socialist Revolution. He has now drawn the final logical 
conclusion which results from the historical develop­
ment and has ordered that, apart from the traditional 
association of the old Front Line soldiers, the entire 
Young-Stahlhelm shall be incorporated into the SA., 
the Scharnhorst Association into the Hitler Youth, and 
that both shall be placed under me.”  . . .

1 i.c. of the Weimar Republic.
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Hitler then t hanked Seidte for a decision “ which in the 
history of Germany will come to be valued as a rare proof 
of a really large-hearted national outlook. . . . T he 
further order that the remaining traditional association 
of Front Line fighters shall in future recognize no other 
party-membership than that of the National Socialist 
Movement enables me at last on our side to raise the 
veto upon membership of the Party.”  . . .  In the future 
members of the Young-Stahlhchn entering the SA. and 
the SS. are to be welcomed as comrades and "are to be 
included in the eternal alliance which embraces us and 
which shall never be broken. Whatever memories the 
past may hold, for me and for you it is only the great 
future which counts, that future to which we have 
pledged ourselves.”

"I f  in the course of many years we have succeeded in 
converting millions of former Marxists, have brought 
them over to our side and incorporated them in our 
ranks, it must and shall be possible for us to stretch out 
the hand to Nationalists, although they come from 
another camp, and to receive them as our allies, friends, 
and comrades.” 1

At the meeting of SA. leaders in Bad Rcichenhall (i~3 
July Ì933), when Hitler defined the respective spheres of 
the army and the SA. (cf. p. 483), the incorporation of the 
Steel Helmets was confirmed. "There can be nothing noto 
to divide Stahlhelm and S A .” , said Seldte,1 while over the 
German wireless he declared: "W e do not want power in 
the State, but the powerful State."1 The "Völkischer 
Beobachter”  proclaimed that this was "an historic day in 
the history of the German Revolution” .

The Stahlhelm members up to j j  years of age were
' F.Z., 29 lune 1933.
1 V.B., 4 July 1933-
J Deutsche Altgemeint Zeitung, 7 July 1933.

G L E I C H S C H A L T U N G

282



incorporated in the SA.; the original Stahlhelm {"Kern- 
slahl helm") became once more a League of old Front-Line 
soldiers in the narrower sense charged with fostering the 
spirit of the Front.' The Stahlhelm Rally was postponed 
from g September to 23-4 September. At this rally in 
Hanover Hitler spoke: “ It is,”  he said, "my most sacred 
conviction that this decision for co-operation, a decision 
perhaps rarely paralleled in German history, is not 
merely successful, but will prove to be one of the most 
blessed decisions that has ever been made. We wish to 
extend the hand to each other and we wish to maintain 
the loyalty, the great community which in olden days 
we praised in our people. . . .  I have come here to say to 
you all that we are happy and determined to fulfil in 
common our great mission and to stand firm in loyalty 
to each other. Wc think of those who made their sacri­
fices. They are to-day our good spirits. They arc our 
masters for the future. They march with us in our 
ranks. We all know that it is through them that we have 
gained the strength to perform the miracle of the revival 
of Germany."1

In November 1933 there followed a further step in the 
incorporation of the Stahlhelm to take effect from 11 De­
cember. Up to 33 years members of the Stahlhelm were to 

form part of the SA. (these in January 1934 abandoned 
their traditional field-grey uniform and adopted the Broivn 
Shirt of the SA.); members between 33 and 43 became SA . 
Reserve /, those above 43 years formed SA . Reserve II .3 
There remained in the Stahlhelm only those who were unfit 

for semce in the SA . In February i ç 3 4 > presumably to 
counter any fear of monarchist reaction, the members of the 
Stahlhelm were ordered to take a personal oath of loyalty

' Cf. F.Z., 17 Sept. 1933. 1 Ibid., 25 Sept. 1933.
* Ibid., 17 Nov. 1933.
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to Hitler.1 There were signs in Mordi 1934 that the Stahl­
helm was beginning to disintegrate. A further step could 
now be taken. It was deprived of its name, and to demon­
strate its incorporation in the Party it became the National 
Socialist League of German Front Combatants, It was at 
this time prohibited from practising military sports or per­
forming military-political (weltpolitische) functions: its 
sole duty was to be the cultivation of the soldierly tradition.1

But even so attacks began afresh: while Baldur von 
Schirach carried on a campaign defending the Hitler Youth 
from an article published in the journal of the Stahlhelmf  
Roehm complained that Stahlhelm members were not joining 
the SA. Reserve or, having joined it, were leaving it again.* 
Stahlhelm members and officials were arrested and sent 
to concentration camps; meetings of the Stahlhelm were 
forbidden. In Magdeburg the Leader of the Hitler Youth 
asked why the Stahlhelm was still allowed to exist: “ The 
Hitler Youth will not be satisfied until all such associations 
are disbanded.”  Seldte was stoned by Hitler Youth at 
Magdeburg. A cry was raised against reactionaries : the 
enemy is now no longer “ Marxism" : “ the enemy is on the 
Right.”  In the second week of June Seldte interviewed 
Hitler, who reaffirmed the agreement of 2S March and 
stated that “ he stood absolutely by the National Socialist 
Leagueof Fighters of the Front Line” .5 Attacks from the 
SA. continued6 and new police vetos followed. On 26 June 
Hitler and Seldte again met: Hitler stated that the Stahl­
helm represented a valuable tradition which should be 
preserved.7

After the ”  Purge”  of 30 June Seldte met the veto Chief

1 F.Z., 9 Feb. 1934. 2 V.B., 29 Mar. 1934.
1 F.Z., 14 May; Berliner Tageblatt, 22 May,
4 F.Z., 16 May.
5 Ibid., 14 June 1934.
6 Cf. The Times, 27, 28 June 1934,
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of Staff of the SA., Lutze, who promised "comradely co­
operation” ,' and a period of relative calm followed now that 
Rochm's influence was removed. When in 1935 compulsory 
military service was reintroduced, the Stahlhelm increased 
its activities and reawakened the suspicions of the Party. 
In July a general attack on the Stahlhelm began:1 there 
seas a fear that moderate and Right-Wing influences might 
unite against the Government: Frick and Goering suppressed 
other associations of Old Fighters, Goebbels declared himself 
against the Stahlhelm, Frick advised dissolution. The 
army's wishes had been met by rearmament and conscrip­
tion: the Stahlhelm had served its purpose. In August 
Field-Marshal Mackensen resigned his honorary member­
ship p the journal of the League was forbidden to appear. 
The end came in November 1935 when the final dissolution 
of the Stahlhelm was agreed upon between Hitler and 
Scldte. Individual members of the Stahlhelm could be 
admitted to membership of the Party and its organizations, 
but each case was to be considered on its merits. In his 
letter to Scldte Hitler expressed his thanks for the services 
rendered by the Stahlhelm to the national cause. “ I am 
convinced” , he wrote, “ that History even in a distant 
future will never forget this contribution to the revival 
of the German nation. The value placed upon that 
service must only be the greater, the more closely unified 
the result of all efforts made to raise up once more a new 
Reich, What therefore must appear to-day to many 
members of the Stahlhelm as a heavy sacrifice is in truth 
nothing else than the historical consummation of former 
w'ork and achievements. For we shall be able to hold 
our place in the judgement of our people in the days to

1 F.Z., 7 July 1934.
1 Accounts of this attack run through the German newspapers 

of July and early August 193s; for the result cf. The Times of 
9 Aug. 1935. 3 F.Z. 6 Aug.
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come only if we arc successful in ceasing to encourage 
as the fundamental trait in our character the age-old 
evil of disunion— only if we can triumphantly overcome 
it.”

"One People, one Reich, one political Will and one 
Sword!”

“ I would ask you and your fellow-fighters to continue 
to co-operate in this mighty task of maintaining the fife 
of Germany,"1

Note
Reduci ion of other Nationalist Associations 

2i June 1933. Tiic "Brigade Ehrhardt" is subordinated to the 
Reich-l-eadcr of the SS. as an independent organization 
within the SS. In January 1934 it is disbanded and its 
members drafted into the SA. or the SS.

14 July 1933. Fritz Kloppc’s Fighting Association, "D er Wchr- 
wolf” , formed on 11 January 1923 (date of French occupa­

' tion of the Ruhr), is placed tinder the “ Supreme SA .- 
Leadership” , i.c. Hitler, and is incorporated into the SA. 
on 25 August 1933.

July 1935. Frick dissolves the Baltikum Association. Gnering 
dissolves the Catholic Association of Old Fighters (on the 
ground of the danger of "confessional”  disputes).

' Letter of Hitler and Seiche's reply, 7 Nov. (935 : Dokumente 
der deutschen Politik, iii (1937), pp. 30-2.
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i3. THE ROEHM PURGE
Note

This is not the place for any discussion of the “ Roehm Purge” . 
It will sudice here to recall a few dates.

Already in July 1933 it had been felt that the SA. might become 
a dangerous rival to the army. In a speech delivered at Bad 
Reichenhall at a meeting of leaders of the SA. and SS, (1 July 
1933) Hitler asserted that the SA. could never take the place of, 
or enter into competition, with the army.1 And he is further 
reported to have said: " I  will suppress every attempt to disturb 
the existing order as ruthlessly as I will deal with the so-called 
Second Revolution which could lead only to chaotic conditions."1

In 1934 Roehm, it would seem, in a session of the Cabinet held 
at the end of April, had claimed that SA. formations should be 
drafted into the Reichswehr and that officials of the SA. should 
be given corresponding positions as army officers. But General 
von Blomberg is reported to have opposed the demand, acting 
with Hindcnhurg’s authority. Hitler gave orders early in June 
that the SA. should go on leave for the month of July and return 
to duty on 1 August. The Government’s order was accompanied 
by an announcement from Roehm as Chief of Staff of the SA. 
{8 June 1934): he himself had been suffering from a painful 
nervous malady and was going for a “ cure” . "T h e year 1934 
will call for the full strength of all fighters of the SA.”  He there­
fore recommended to SA. leaders that they should begin to let 
SA. men go on leave in the course of June and not wait until 
I July. He proceeded: “ I expect then on 1 August that the SA., 
fully rested and strengthened, will stand ready to serve the honour­
able tasks which People and Fatherland may expect from them. 
If the foes of the SA. are nursing the hope that the SA. will not 
return from their leave or that a part only will return we are 
ready to let them enjoy this hope for a short time. At the hour 
and in the form which appears to be necessary they shall receive

' V . B . ,  3 July 1933­
1 Cited from H. W. Blood-Ryan, G o rin g  the Iro n  M a n  o f  

G erm a n y , London, John Long, 1938, p. 227. This sentence does 
not occur in the report of the speech in V . B . ,  3 July 1933.
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the fitting answer."1 Hitler agreed that there should lie a con­
ference of SA. leaders to discuss the future of the organization: 
it was to he held on the Wiessce in the neighbourhood of Munich 
on 30 June, and for this conference he seni out die summons,1 

On 21 June Hitler celebrated on Goering's estate the festival 
of the Summer Solstice, when the remains of Goering’s first wife 
were transferred to the mausoleum which lie had built to contain 
them, Goehbcls continued to attack the "reactionaries”  and yon 
Papcn. Hitler, after his return to Berlin, went to visit the aged 
President of the Reich and on this visit to Hindenhurg lie had a 
conversation with General von Blomberg.1 On his return to 
Berlin Hitler talked with Goebbels and Hess, and thus on 25 June 
Hess, in a speech from Cologne transmitted over the German 
wireless, warned those idealists who were criminally toying with 
the idea of a "Second Revolution". On 28 June, while Goebbels 
silenced the agitation against the "reactionaries” , directions were 
issued to SA. men prescribing their conduct during their leave.

Bibliography : The Roehm Purge 
Otto St casser, Die dr ut sc he Bartholomäusnacht. Zürich, Rcso- 

veriag, 1935.
Klaus Bredow, Hitler rust. Der 30. Juni, Ablauf, Vorgeschichte 

und Hintergründe, 2nd edn., Saarbrücken [1934],
Jean François, L ’ Affaire Röhnt-Hitler, 2nd cdn., Paris, Galli­

mard. 1939.
For life in Berlin in June 1934 cf. Martha Dodd, My years tit 

Gennany. London, Gollancz, 1939, pp. 115-47.
For Rochm’s personality see his Mcmoirs: the only edition 

accessible to me— Die Memoiren des Stabschef Rühm— was 
published by the Uranus Verlag, Saarbrücken [1934]. The 
Memoirs first appeared in 1928 under the title Die Geschichte 
eines Hochverräters ; 2nd edition 1930. Munich, Eher, A 
Volksausgabe appeared in 1933.

The only two legal discussions of Hitler's action known to me 
are Carl Schmitt, Deutsche Juristemcitung, 1934, p. 945, and 
G. N cesse, Das Gesetz zur Sicherung der Einheit van Partei und

1 F.Z., 10 June 1934­
1 Otto Stresser, D ie  deutsche Bartholomäusnacht, p. 95.
* 1 do not know on what is based the account of that visit given 

by J. François in L'Affaire Rühm-Hitler, pp. 107-14.
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Sttiai, Dresden, 1934 (the latter work is inaccessible to me, but 
cf. G . Neessu, Partei and Staat, Hamburg, 193b, PP- 62-3). On 
Carl Schmitt's article see The Times, 28 July 1934, Prager 
/Verre, 29 July 1934. For Gocring's speech (12 July 1934)—  
“ T h e Law and the will of the Führer are one” — see New York 
Times, 13 July 1934.

On I January i<)34 Hitler wrote to Roehm a letter of 
unexampled warmth and friendliness (employing exception­
ally the 2nd person singular). The letter ran:
“ M y dear Chief of Staff,

“ 'The fight of the National Socialist Movement and 
the National Socialist Revolution were rendered possible 
for me by the consistent suppression of the Red Terror 
by the SA. If the army has to guarantee the protection 
of the nation against the world beyond our frontiers, the 
task of the SA. is to secure the victory of the National 
Socialist Revolution and the existence of the National 
Socialist State and the community of our people in the 
domestic sphere. When I summoned you to your 
present position, my dear Chief of Staff, the SA. was 
passing through a serious crisis. It is primarily due to 
your services if after a few years this political instrument 
could develop that force which enabled me to face the 
final struggle for power and to succeed in laying low the 
Marxist opponent.” .

“ At the close of the year of the National Socialist 
Revolution, therefore, I feel compelled to thank you, my 
dear Ernst Roehm, for the imperishable services which you 
have rendered to the National Socialist Movement and 
the German people, and to assure you how very grateful 
I am to Fate that I am able to call such men as you my 
friends and fellow-combatants.”

“ In true (herzlicher) friendship and grateful regard,
Y o u r  A d o l f  H it l e r .” *

1 V.B., 2 Jan. 1934.
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Hitler said (in an interview with the representative of the 
Associated Press as reported in the Ncsv York Times of 
j r  March 1934), when asked concerning the loyally of his 
National Socialist colleagues:

“ It would be nothing short of an insult to think that 
any men who have stood with me year after year arc 
being animated by any desire to supplant nie.“

"T h e world has never seen a more striking example of 
unquestioning fidelity than that shown by my associates. 
The reason, perhaps, why such stories arise lies in the 
fact that I have associated myself, not with zeros, but 
with real men. Zeros are round, hence they are the first 
to begin to roll and tumble when adversity comes.” 

"The men about me arc four-square and upstanding 
men— each of them a powerful personality, each of them 
a man with will and ambition. If they had no ambition, 
they would not be where they arc to-day. I welcome 
ambition. When you have a group of powerful personali­
ties, it is inevitable that occasionally friction is produced.” 

"But never yet have any men who follow my leader­
ship sought to impose their will upon mine. On the 
contrary, they have adapted themselves marvellously to 
my every desire.” 1

Speech delivered by Hitler in the Reichstag on 13 July
1934:

"Commissioned thereto by the Government the Presi­
dent of the Reichstag, Hermann Gocring, has called you 
together to-day to give me the possibility of explaining 
before this best qualified Forum of the Nation events 
which may well remain for all time in our history as a 
memory alike of sorrow and of warning. Out of a sum 
of material causes and personal guilt, from human inade­
quacy and human defects, there arose for our young 

* The New York Times, 31 Mar. 1934,
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Reich a crisis which only too easily might for an incalcu­
lable period have produced consequences completely 
disastrous. To make clear to you and thereby to the 
nation how this crisis arose and how it was overcome is 
the aim of my speech. The content of this speech will be 
of ruthless frankness. Only in its scope do I feel bound 
to impose upon myself some limitation, and that limita­
tion is on the one side conditioned by the interests of 
the Reich and on the other side by bounds which are 
set by the sentiment of shame.’*

“ When on 30 January 1933 Field Marshal and Presi­
dent of the Reich von Hindenburg entrusted me with 
the leadership of the newly formed German Govern­
ment the National Socialist Party took over a State which 
both politically and economically was in complete de­
cline. All political forces of the former state of affairs 
which had just been brought to a close had their share 
in lhis decline and consequently a share in guilt. Since 
the abdication of the Kaiser and the German princes the 
German people had been delivered into the hands of 
men who, as the representatives of our past world of 
parties, had either consciously induced this decline or 
had weakly suffered it to continue. Beginning with the 
Marxist revolutionaries, and proceeding by way of the 
Centrum till one reached the Bourgeois Nationalists—  
all parties and their leadeis were given an opportunity 
to prove their capacity to govern Germany. Endless 
coalitions allowed them to put to the test their political 
arts and their economic skill. They have all failed 
miserably. 30 January [1933] was therefore not the day 
when our Government formally took over responsibility 
from the hands of another Government, it was rather the 
final liquidation, long desired by the nation, of an 
intolerable state of affairs.”

"It is essential that this should be clearly stated since,
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as subsequent events have proved, some individuals 
would seem to have forgotten that previously they were 
given full opportunity for demonstrating their political 
capacities. There is no one in Germany who could have 
any ground, even did he so wish, to charge the National 
Socialist Movement with having obstructed or even 
blocked the way to political forces which offered any 
hope of success. Fate, for reasons which we cannot 
fathom, condemned our people for fifteen years to serve 
as the field on which these politicians could make their 
experiments— as the rabbit in the hands of the vivi- 
sector.”

“ It may have been interesting and pleasurable for the 
outside world— especially for the world that is ill-dis­
posed towards us— to follow these experiments; for the 
German people they were as painful as they were humiliat­
ing. Look back on this period and before your eyes let 
all those figures pass who succeeded each oilier as Chan­
cellors of the Reich. In what land were the scales of 
Providence more often brought into use, and where 
more frequently was the verdict passed that the object 
weighed had fallen short of the due weight? No! We 
National Socialists have the right to refuse to be counted 
as members of this line. On 30 January 1933 it was not 
a case of a new Government being formed as had hap­
pened times without number before, but a new régime 
bad superseded an old and sick age.”

“ This historic act of the liquidation of that most 
melancholy period in our nation's life which now lies 
behind us was legalized by the German people itself. 
For we have not seized possession of power as usurpers, 
as did the men of November 1918; we have received 
power constitutionally and legally. We have not made a 
revolution as uprooted anarchists, but, as executing the 
nation’s will, wc have set aside a régime born of rebellion,
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and we have seen our task to He not in maintaining power 
at the point of the bayonet, but in finding that power 
in the heart of our people, and anchoring it there."

"When to-day I read in a certain foreign newspaper 
that at the present time I am filled with profound anxie­
ties, and at this moment in particular with economic 
anxieties, I have only one answer for these scribblers: 
assuredly that is true, but it is not merely to-day that 
anxiety tortures me; it has done so for a long time past. 
If it was formerly the anxiety' for our people which led 
us to protect our people in the War which, despite its 
innocence, had been forced upon it, after the collapse it 
was the far greater anxiety for the future which turned 
us into revolutionaries. And when after fifteen years of 
struggle at last we received the leadership of the nation 
this torturing anxiety not only did not loosen its hold 
upon us, but on the contrary did but embrace us the 
more closely. I may be believed when I assure you that 
never yet in my life have I allowed myself to be anxious 
for my own personal fate. But I confess that from the 
day when the confidence of the Field Marshal appointed 
for me my place I do bear the burden of that heavy 
anxiety which the present and the future of our people 
lay upon us all. For on 30 January we did not take over 
a State which was in good order politically and in a 
healthy economic condition : we took over a political and 
economic chaos, which at that time precisely by those 
who are my critics to-day was regarded as completely 
irreparable and was so described by them.”

"We, however, have had the courage to accept battle 
in all spheres against these evidences of decline. From 
days and nights filled with anxieties we have always 
gained fresh strength for new decisions. For however 
much hostile critics may carp upon points of detail, even 
they cannot deny that we have not capitulated before
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problems, but that we have always striven manfully to 
solve them and that in numberless cases we have solved 
them. The result of one and a half years of National 
Socialist Government lies clear and indisputable before 
us. Its significance cannot be estimated by comparisons 
with the conditions with which we were faced on 30 
January 1933. No! He who would be just must judge 
our success by comparing it with that which would have 
happened if we had not conquered. Only he who in his 
thought carries on farther the line of development which 
led up to the 30th of January of last year— only he can 
measure the greatness of the National Socialist achieve­
ment, for we have not only stayed the course of destiny 
as it was running at that time, but we have in all spheres 
put destiny on the road to good fortune."

"When I as Chancellor of the Reich came into the 
Wilhelmstrasse, the authority of the Reich had become 
a worthless phantom. The spirit of revolt and insubor­
dination dominated the German Staves and communes. 
The shadows of the most melancholy political past of 
the German people rose alarmingly before us. Particu­
larism and Separatism insolently proclaimed themselves 
as the new German conception of the State. From the 
internal weakness of the Reich sprang its undignified 
attitude towards the world without. It had once more 
become a humiliation to confess publicly that one was a 
German. The spirit of insubordination and of internal 
revolt within a few months we exterminated and 
destroyed. While fully respecting the essential character 
of our German tribes we have strengthened the authority 
of the Reich as the expression of the common will of our 
people’s life and have made it supreme. The German 
Reich is to-day no longer a merely geographical con­
ception: it has become a political unity. We have di­
rected our people’s development on to lines which only



two years ago were regarded as unattainable. And just 
as within the Reich we firmly secured the unity and 
therewith the future of the German people, so in the 
sphere of foreign policy we have resolutely championed 
the rights of our people.”

“ It was not enough, however, to overcome the consti­
tutional disunion of the German people, but it appeared 
to us almost more important to prevent the threatening 
dissolution in the political life of the people itself. 
Hardly six months of National Socialist government had 
passed before the course of our former political life, our 
party-disunion, was overcome. More and more from 
month to month the German people separated itself 
from this period which already to-day appears to us 
almost incomprehensible, and grew more and more 
alienated from its characteristic features. There was no 
need for me to give expression to that fact, for every 
German feels and knows it to be true; even the bare 
thought of any return to this confused party-world is 
ridiculous and absurd.”

“ This great process of the cleansing of the nation’s 
political life was followed by a no less great economic 
change.' What has been achieved in this sphere during 
the last eighteen months is shown by the incontestable 
fact that four and a half million unemployed have been 
brought back to useful productive work in a period of 
not quite one and a half years. This is a very simple 
fact, but the measure of its simplicity is matched only 
by the greatness of the anxieties which had and still 
have their roots in this struggle against unemployment. 
It is an embittered fight which we have been waging for 

. more than one and a half years. If you would judge it, 
you must not start from that which was wrongly done, 
but rather from the fact of the result which to-day has 
been achieved— a result which was precisely that which
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our critics held to he impossible. And further I would 
here make one general statement: wc have been faced 
by questions to which those who preceded us have found 
no answer. In many cases we were quite unable to 
appeal to the former experience of others. Wc had to 
discover our own ways so often that it is naturally easy 
afterwards to pillory this or that mistake. But I regard 
it as a greater service to have the courage at least to seek 
for a way out of misery rather than from fear of choosing 
the wrong way to remain in misery. Wc all know that for 
a Government that is truly anxious to do its duty there 
can never be a time when it is free from anxieties. 
Always there are new problems to master, new questions 
to solve, new tasks to fulfil. While we liberated four and 
a half million men from unemployment and once more 
made possible for them a different standard of living, 
wc were at the same time increasing their power of con­
sumption: that means that foreign raw materials are 
consumed to a greater extent. Wc see difficulties such 
as these and 1 can assure the German people of one 
tiling only: We shall solve them.”

“ If our trade balance is unfavourable owing to our 
exclusion from foreign markets either by economic 
barriers or by a political boycott, then thanks to the 
genius of our inventors and chemists and through our 
own energy wc shall find ways to make ourselves inde­
pendent of the import of those materials which we arc 
tn a position ourselves to produce or for which wc can 
discover substitutes. All these problems wc shall solve 
with indomitable resolution, and in that resolution we 
shall always be inspired by our anxiety to help our 
people in its struggle for existence. There is hardly a 
sphere of our national, political, or economic life, hardly 
a sphere of our life as a whole, in which wc have not 
done pioneering work."
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“ The best proof of the truth of this assertion is the 
altitude of the German people itself. In all strata of its 
life it has declared its loyalty to the new régime. The 
features which marked our former political confusion 
have not been set aside because we destroyed them, but 
because the German people removed them from its 
heart. And I must— to-day and in this place— confess 
that assuredly our work would have been utterly 
vain, and must have been vain, had not the Ger­
man people given us its confidence and its loyal co­
operation in so large a measure. Our success is due 
to the 4 1Ì million men and women from all walks 
of life who gave us no merely superficial 'Yes’, but 
devoted themselves with all their hearts to the new 
regime.”

“ T o them our success is mainly due. Without their 
confiding trust, without their patient forbearance, with­
out their devotion and readiness for sacrifice the work 
of German recovery would never have succeeded. They 
are, as the supporters of the people’s rebirth, at the same 
time the best representatives of the people. They are in 
truth the German people.”

"Beginning with the old, true, and unswerving fighters 
of our Movement and going down to the newly won 
millions of the working-classes they form the healthy 
element in our people’s life. They have all remained 
honourable and decent in character. Millions of them 
still to-day in Germany fight a hard and bitter struggle 
for their scanty daily bread. Hundreds of thousands of 
miners hardly cam the bare necessities of life. Hundreds 
of thousands of others were ready to share their job with 
their still poorer fellow-countrymen. And yet they all 
live looking to the new State with confidence and faith. 
From millions of hard-working men who earn but little 
wc have been compelled to demand sacrifices to save
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Germans in other walks of life.1 And those sacrifices 
they have made. The words ‘Community of the German 
people’ have found precisely in the poorest sons of our 
people their most lofty and glorious exemplification. 
Millions of women love this new State, make sacrifices 
for it, work and pray for it. They sympathize by natural 
instinct with its mission of maintaining our people to 
which in their children they have themselves given a 
living pledge. Hundreds of thousands of members of 
our former bourgeois society arc anxious to seek and find 
in the new State their way to the German people.”

"For countless numbers a new life seems to have been 
opened up, a fairer goal seems to have been set before 
them for their work and their ceaseless striving and 
struggling. He who has the good fortune to come 
amongst this people will himself be seized and carried 
away by the wave of boundless assurance, of utterly 
immovable confidence with which they all cling to this 
new Germany.”

“ And over against this positive world of the German 
spirit (Deutschtums), the incorporation of the true values 
of our people, there stands also, it is true, a small negative 
world. They take no part in their hearts in the work of 
German recover)" and restoration. First there is the 
small body of those international disintegrators of a 
people who as apostles of the Weltanschauung of Com ­
munism alike in the political and economic sphere 
systematically incite the peoples, break up established 
order, and endeavour to produce chaos. We see evidence 
for the activity of these international conspirators all 
about us. Up and down the countries the flames of 
revolt run over the peoples. Street riots, fights at the 
barricades, mass-terrorism, and the individualistic pro­
paganda of disintegration disturb to-day nearly all the

1 German: z u r  R ettu n g anderer deutscher hcbcn sstiin d c.
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countries of the world. Even in Germany some single 
fools and criminals of this type still again and again seek 
to exercise their destructive activity. Since the destruc­
tion of the Communist Party we experience one attempt 
after another, though growing ever weaker as time passes, 
to found and to sustain the work of Communistic organi­
zations of a more or less anarchistic character. Their 
method is always the same. While they paint men’s 
present lot as intolerable they praise the Communistic 
paradise of the future, and thus practically wage a war 
in Hell’s behalf. For the consequences of their victory 
in a country such as Germany could be nothing but com­
pletely destructive. The proof of their capacity and of 
the effect of their supremacy has by concrete examples 
already become so clear to the German people that the 
overwhelming majority even of the German working- 
classes has recognized the true character of these Jewish- 
intcrnationnl benefactors of mankind and is no longer 
seduced by them. The National Socialist State in its 
domestic life will exterminate and annihilate even these 
last remnants of this poisoning and stultification of the 
people, if necessary at the cost of another Hundred 
Years War.”

“ The second group of the discontented consists of 
those political leaders who feel that their political future 
is closed through the 30th of January, but yet are still 
unable to accept the irrevocability of this fact. The more 
time veils with the gracious mantle of forgetfulness their 
own incapacity, the more do they think themselves en­
titled gradually to bring themselves back into the people’s 
memory. But since their incapacity was not formerly 
limited to any special period but was born in them by 
nature, they are to-day, too, unable to prove their value 
in any positive and useful work, but they see the fulfil­
ment of their life's task to lie in a criticism which is as
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treacherous as it is mendacious. With them, too, the 
people has no sympathy. The National Socialist State 
can neither be seriously threatened by them nor in any 
way damaged.”

“ A third group of destructive elements is formed of 
those revolutionaries whose former relation to the State 
was shattered by the events of 1918; they became up­
rooted and thereby lost altogether all sympathy with 
any ordered human society. They became revolution­
aries who favoured revolution for its own sake and 
desired to sec revolution established as a permanent 
condition. We all formerly suffered under the frightful 
tragedy that we, as disciplined and lovai soldiers, were 
suddenly faced with a revolt of mutineers who managed 
to seize possession of the State, Each of us had been 
brought up to respect die laws and to reverence autho­
rity, we had been trained in obedience to the commands 
and regulations issued by the authorities, in a subordi­
nation of our wills in face of the State’s representatives. 
Now the revolution of deserters and mutineers forced 
upon us in our thought the abandonment of these 
conceptions. We could not pay respect to the new 
usurpers. Our honour, our conscience forced us to with­
hold our obedience to their orders, our love for the 
nation and for the Fatherland laid upon us the duty of 
waging war against them, the absence of any morality1 
in their laws quenched in us any feeling for the necessity' 
of observing them, and thus we became revolutionaries. 
But even as revolutionaries wc had never cut ourselves 
loose from the obligation of applying to ourselves just as 
much as to others the natural laws of the sovereign right 
of our people; these we were bound to respect.”

“ Wc did not desire to violate the will of the German

1 German: d ie  A m o r a l ih rer  G e t t l z c ,  is the word here ■= ‘ 'im­
morality’’ ?
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people or its right of self-determination : we wanted only 
to drive out the violators of the nation. And when at last 
we received our legitimation through the trust reposed 
in ns hv this people and drew the conclusions result­
ing from our fourteen years of fighting, that did not 
happen in order that we might allow our instincts free 
rein to vent themselves but only that we might establish 
a new and better order. For us the Revolution which 
shattered the second Germany was but the mighty act 
of birth whereby the Third Reich was called into being. 
Our desire was to create once more a State to which 
every German may cling with a loving devotion. Our 
aim was to establish a régime to which everyone might 
look up with respect, to devise laws which corresponded 
with the morality of our people, to make secure an 
authority to which every’ man might subject himself in 
Prussian obedience. For us the Revolution is no per­
manent condition. When some mortal check is imposed 
with violence upon the natural development of a people, 
then the artificially interrupted evolution can rightly by 
a deed of violence open up the way for itself in order to 
regain liberty to pursue its natural development. But 
there can be no such thing as a state of permanent revo­
lution; neither can any beneficent development be se­
cured by means of periodically recurrent revolts," 

"Amongst the numberless documents which during 
the last week it was my duty to read I have discovered 
a diary with the notes of a man who, in 1918, was thrown 
into the path of resistance to the laws and who now lives 
in a world in which law in itself seems to be a provoca­
tion to resistance. It is an unnerving document— an 
unbroken talc of conspiracy and continual plotting: it 
gives one an insight into the mentality of men who, 
without realiaing it, have found in nihilism their final 
confession of faith. Incapable of any true co-operation,
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with a desire to oppose all order, filled with hatred against 
every authority, their unrest and disquietude can find 
satisfaction only in some conspiratorial activity of the 
mind perpetually plotting the disintegration of whatever 
at any moment may exist. Many of them in the early 
days of our struggle have together with us charged 
against the State which is now no more, but their inner 
lack of discipline led most of them, even during the 
course of the struggle, away from the disciplined 
National Socialist Movement.”

“ The last remnant appeared to have separated itself 
from us after the 30th of January. The link with the 
National Socialist Movement was severed at the moment 
when the Movement itself, now representing the State, 
became the object of their pathological aversion. They 
are on principle enemies of every authority, and therefore 
there can be no hope at all of their conversion. Achieve­
ments which appear to strengthen the new German 
State do but increase their hatred, for in general one 
thing is common to these folk who arc from principle in 
permanent opposition: they do not see before them the 
German people but the institution which guarantees 
order, and it is that which arouses their hatred. They 
are not filled with a desire to help the people, but rather 
by a hope which severs them from the people— the 
hope that the Government may fail in its work for the 
people's salvation. They are for that reason never 
prepared to admit the benefit resulting from any act: 
rather they are filled with the determination to deny 
on principle every success and on every success to trace 
the failures and the weaknesses which may possibly 
ensue.”

“This third group of pathological enemies of the State 
is dangerous because they represent a reservoir of those 
ready to co-operate in every attempt at a revolt, at least *
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just for so long as a new order does not begin to crystal­
lize out of the state of chaotic confusion.” .

“ I must now mention the fourth group, which often 
perhaps even against its own will does in fact carry on a 
truly destructive activity. The group is composed of 
those persons who belong to a comparatively small sec­
tion (Schicht) of society and who, having nothing to do, 
find time and opportunity to report orally everything 
that has happened in order thus to bring some interesting 
and important variety into their otherwise completely 
purposeless lives. For whilst the overwhelming majority 
of the nation has to earn its daily bread in toilsome work, 
in certain strata of life (.Lebensschichten) there are still folk 
whose sole activity it is to do nothing, only to need after­
wards a rest-cure from doing nothing. The more paltry 
is the life of such a drone, the more eagerly will he seize 
upon anything which may give some interesting content 
to the vacuity of his mind. Personal and political gossip 
is eagerly swallowed and even more eagerly handed on. 
Since these men as a result of doing nothing do not 
possess any living relation to the millions which form 
the mass of the nation, their life is confined in its range 
to the circle within which they move. Every bit of gossip 
which strays into this circle reverberates backwards and 
forwards like figures reflected in two distorting mirrors. 
Because their whole ego is full of nothingness, and since 
they find a similar nothingness amongst their like, they 
look upon the whole world as equally empty; they come 
to think that the outlook of their own circle is the outlook 
of everyone. Their anxieties, they imagine, form the 
cares of the whole nation. In reality this little cloud of 
drones is but a State within the State; it has no contact 
with the life, the sentiments, the hopes and cares of the 
rest of the people. They are, however, dangerous be­
cause they are veritable bacillus-carriers of unrest and
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uncertainty, of rumours, assertions, lies and suspicions, 
of slanders and fears, and thus they contribute to produce 
gradually a state of nervousness which spreads amongst 
the people so that in the end it is hard to find or recognize 
where its influence stops.”

“ Just as in all other peoples, so in Germany they carry 
on their mischievous activity. For them the National 
Socialist Revolution was an interesting subject of con­
versation, and so, on the other hand, was the fight of our 
enemies against the National Socialist State.”

“ But one thing is clear: the work of reconstruction and 
indeed the work of our people itself is possible only if 
the German people in internal calm, order, and discipline 
follows its leaders and above all if it puts its trust in its 
leaders. For it is only the trust and the faith in the new 
State which has enabled us to attack and solve the great 
tasks which have been set us by our predecessors.” 

“ Though it is true that from the outset the National 
Socialist régime had to take these various groups into 
account and has in fact taken account of them, yet for 
some months there has been noticeable a trend of 
thought which we could not afford lightly to tolerate.” 

“ The first idle talk which one heard here and there of 
a new revolution, of a new upheaval, of a new revolt 
gradually grew in intensity to such an extent that only 
an irresponsible statesmanship could afford to ignore it. 
One could no longer simply dismiss as silly chatter ail 
the information which came to us in hundreds and at 
last in thousands of reports both orally and in writing. 
Only three months ago the leaders of the Party were 
still convinced that it was simply the irresponsible gossip 
of political reactionaries, of Marxist anarchists, or of all 
sorts of idlers with which they had to deal— gossip which 
had no support in fact.”

“ In the middle of March I took steps to have prepara-
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lions made for a new wave of propaganda which was to 
render the German people immune from any attempt 
to spread fresh poison. At the same time I gave orders 
to certain departments of the Party administration to 
trace the rumours of a new revolution which were con­
tinually cropping up and to find out, if possible, the 
sources from which they came. The result was that 
certain tendencies appeared in the ranks of some of the 
higher leaders of the SA. which were bound to cause 
the gravest anxiety. At first it was a case of general 
symptoms, the inner connexions of which were not at 
once clear:"

“ i. Against my express order, and in despite of decla­
rations made to me through the Chief of Staff, Roehm, 
there had been such an increase in the numbers of the 
SA. that the internal homogeneity of this unique organi­
zation must be endangered” .

“ 2. Education in the National Socialist Weltanschauung 
in the above-mentioned sections of individual higher SA. 
authorities had been more and more neglected” .

“ 3. The natural relationship between the Party and 
the SA. began slowly to be weakened. We were able to 
establish that efforts were being made, as it seemed 
systematically, to withdraw the SA. more and more from 
the mission appointed for it by me and to use it in the 
service of other tasks or other interests".

“ 4. Promotions to posts of leadership in the SA. when 
they were tested showed that a completely one-sided 
valuation had been set on purely external skill or often 
only on a supposed intellectual capacity. The great body 
of the oldest and most loyal SA. men was always more 
and more neglected when appointments to the post of 
leader were made or when vacancies had to be filled, 
while a quite incomprehensible preference was shown for 
those who had been enlisted in the year 1933 who were
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not specially highly respected in the Movement. Often 
only a few months’ membership of the Party, or evert 
only of the SA., was enough to secure promotion to a 
higher position in the SA. which the old SA, leader could 
not reach after years of service” .

"5. The behaviour of these individual SA. leaders 
who had for Lite greater part not grown up with the 
Movement at all was false to National Socialist standards 
and often positively revolting. It could not be overlooked 
that it was precisely in these circles that one source of 
the unrest in the Movement was discovered, in that their 
incomplete practical National Socialism sought to veil 
itself in very unseemly demands for a new revolution.”

"1 drew the attention of the Chief of Staff, Roehm, to 
these abuses and to a number of otIters without meeting 
with any appreciable help in their removal, indeed with­
out any recognizable concurrence on his part with my 
objections.”

"In the months of April and May there was a constant 
increase in these complaints, and it was then that I re­
ceived for the first time reports, confirmed by official 
documents, of conversations which had been held by 
individual higher leaders of the SA. and which can only 
be described as 'gross impropriety’. For the first time 
in some official documents we obtained irrefutable evi­
dence that in these conversations references had been 
made to the necessity for a new revolution and that 
leaders had received instructions to prepare themselves 
both materially and in spirit for such a new revolution. 
The Chief of Staff, Roehm, endeavoured to maintain 
that these conversations had not in fact been held and 
that the reports were to be explained as veiled attacks 
upon the SA.”

The confirmation of some of these cases through the 
statements of those who had been present led to the
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most serious ill-treatment of these witnesses who for the 
most part came from the ranks of the old SA. Already 
by the end of April the leaders of the Party and a number 
of State institutions concerned in the matter were con­
vinced that a certain group of the higher SA. leaders 
was consciously contributing towards the alienation of 
the SA. from the Party as well as from the other institu­
tions of the State, or at least was not opposing this 
alienation. The attempt to remedy this state of affairs 
through the normal official channels always remained 
unsuccessful. The Chief of Staff, Roehm, promised me 
personally over and over again that he would inquire 
into these cases and that he would remove or punish the 
guilty parties. But no visible change in the situation 
resulted.”

"In the month of May numerous charges of offences 
committed by SA. leaders, both those of high rank and 
of intermediate position, were received by officials of 
the Party and of the State; these offences were supported 
by official documents and could not be denied. Provo­
cative speeches led directly to intolerable excesses. The 
Minister-President Goering had already previously en­
deavoured, so far as Prussia was concerned, to maintain 
the authority of the will of the National Socialist State 
over the self-will of individual elements. In some other 
German States meanwhile the authorities of the Party 
and the officials had been compelled to oppose single 
intolerable excesses. Some of the responsible parties 
were taken into custody. I have before this always 
stressed the fact that an authoritarian régime is under 
special obligations. When one demands of a people that 
it should put blind confidence in its leaders, then for 
their part these leaders must deserve this confidence 
through their achievement and through specially good 
behaviour. Mistakes and errors may in individual cases
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slip in, but they are to bo eradicated. Bad behaviour, 
drunken excesses, the molestation of peaceful decent 
folk— these are unworthy of a leader, they are not 
National Socialist, and they are in the highest degree 
detestable.”

“ I liavc for this reason always insisted that in their 
conduce and behaviour higher demands should be made 
of National Socialist leaders than of the rest of the 
people.1 He who desires to receive higher respect than 
others must meet this demand by a higher achievement. 
The most elementary demand that can be made of him 
is that in his life he should not give a shameful example 
to those about him. I do not desire therefore that 
National Socialists guilty of such offences should be 
judged and punished more leniently than arc other 
fellow-countrymen of theirs; rather, I expect that a 
leader who forgets himself in this way should be pun­
ished with greater rigour than an unknown man would 
be in a like case. And here I would make no distinction 
between leaders of the political organizations and leaders 
of the formations of our SA., SS., Hitler-Youth, &c.”  

“ The resolution of the National Socialist Government 
to put an end to such excesses of individual unworthy 
elements which did but cover with shame the Party and 
the SA. led to a very violent counter-activity on the part 
of the Chief of Staff. National Socialist fighters of the 
earliest days, some of whom had striven for nearly 
fifteen years for the victory of the Movement and now 
as high State-officials in leading positions in our State 
represented the Movement, were called to account for 
the action which they had taken against such unworthy 
elements: that is to say that through Courts of Honour, 
composed in part of some of the youngest members of 
the Party or even at times of those who were not mem- 

1 German : Volksgenossen.

308

 



T H E  R O E H M  PU R G E

bers of the Party at all, the Chief of Staff, Roehm, sought 
to secure the punishment of these oldest Party-com­
batants.”

“ These disagreements led to very serious exchanges 
of views between the Chief of Staff and myself, and it 
was in these interviews that for the first time doubts of 
the loyalty of this man began to rise in my mind. Though 
for many months I had rejected every such idea, though 
previously through the years I had protected this man 
with my person in unswerving loyalty and comradeship, 
now gradually warnings whicli I received— especially 
from my deputy in the leadership of the Party, Rudolf 
Hess— began to induce suspicions which even with the 
best of will I was not able to stifle.”

"After the month of May there could be no further 
doubt that the Chief of Staff, Roehm, was busied with 
ambitious schemes which, if they were realized, could 
lead only to the most violent disturbances.”

" I f  during these months I hesitated again and again 
before taking a final decision that was due to two 
considerations:

“ i. I could not lightly persuade myself to believe that 
a relation which I thought to be founded on loyalty could 
be only a lie.

“ z. I still always cherished the secret hope that I 
might be able to spare the Movement and my SA. tire 
shame of such a disagreement and that it might be pos­
sible to remove the mischief without severe conflicts. 
It must be confessed that the last days of May con­
tinuously brought to light more and more disquieting 
facts.”

“ The Chief of Staff now began to alienate himself from 
the Party not only in spirit but also in his whole external 
manner of life. All the principles through which we had 
grown to greatness lost their validity. The life which
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the Chief of Staff and with him a certain circle began to 
lead was from any National Socialist point of view in­
tolerable. It was not only terrible that he himself and 
the circle of those who were devoted to him should 
violate all laws of dccencv and modest behaviour, 
it was still worse that now this poison began to spread 
in ever wider circles. The worst of all was that gradually 
out of a certain common disposition of character there 
began to be formed within the SA. a party (Sekte) which 
became the kernel of a conspiracy directed not only 
against the normal views of a healthy people but also 
against the security of the State. The review which took 
place in the month of May of promotions in certain SA. 
districts led to the horrible realization that men without 
regard to services rendered to the National Socialist 
Party or to the SA. had been promoted to positions in 
the SA. solely because they belonged to the circle of 
those possessing this special disposition. Individual 
cases with which you are familiar such, for example, as 
that of the Standard-Leader Schmidt in Breslau, dis­
closed a picture of conditions which could only be re­
garded as intolerable. My order to proceed against the 
offenders was followed in theory, but in fact it was 
sabotaged.”

“ Gradually from amongst the leaders of the SA. 
there emerged three groups: a small group of elements 
which were held together through a like disposition, 
men who were ready for any action and who had given 
themselves blindly into the hands of the Chief of Staff, 
Roehm. The principal members of this group were the 
SA. leaders Ernst from Berlin, Heines in Silesia, Hayn 
in Saxony, and Heydebreck in Pomerania. Besides these 
there was a second group of SA. leaders who did not 
belong to the former group in spirit but felt themselves 
bound to obey the Chief of Staff, Roehm, solely from a
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simple conception of a soldier’s duty. Over against these 
stood a third group of leaders who made no secret of 
their inner disgust and reprobation and were in conse­
quence in part removed from responsible posts, in part 
thrust aside, and in many respects left out of account."

"At the head of this group of SA. leaders, who because 
of their fundamental decency had been hardly treated, 
stood the present Chief of Staff, Lutze and the leader of 
the SS., Himmler."

"Without ever informing me and when at first I never 
dreamt of any such action, the Chief of Staff, Roehm, 
through the agency of an utterly corrupt swindler— a 
certain Herr von A— , entered into relations with 
General Schleicher. General Schleicher was the man 
who gave external expression to the secret wish of the 
Chief of Staff, Roehm. He it was who defined the latter’s 
views in concrete form and maintained that

1. The present régime in Germany cannot be sup­
ported.

2. Above all the army and all national associations 
must be united in a single band.

3. The only man who could be considered for such a 
position was the Chief of Staff, Roehm.

4. Herr von Papen must be removed and he himself 
would be ready to take the position of Vice-Chan­
cellor, and that in addition further important 
changes must be made in the Cabinet of the Reich.”

"As always happens in such cases there now began the 
search after the men for the new Government, always 
under the view that I myself should at least for the 
present be left in the position which I now hold.”

"T he execution of these proposals of General von 
Schleicher was bound, as soon as Point 2 was reached, 
to come up against my unalterable opposition. Both 
from a consideration of the facts and from a consideration
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of personal character it would never have been possible 
for me to consent to a change in the Reich Ministry of 
War and to the appointment of the Chief of Staff, Roehm, 
to that Ministry.”

“ Firstly: the consideration of the facts: for fourteen 
years I have stated consistently that the fighting organi­
zations of the Parly arc political institutions and that 
they have nothing to do with the army. On the facts of 
the case it would he, in my opinion, to disavow this 
view of mine and my fourteen years of political life if I 
were now to summon to the head of the army the leader 
of the SA. In November 19231 I proposed that an officer 
should lead the army and not the man who was then the 
leader of my SA., Captain Gocring.”

"Secondly: the consideration of human character. On 
this point it would have been impossible for me ever to 
concur in the proposal of General von Schleicher. When 
these plans became known to me my picture of the value 
of the character of the Chief of Staff, Roehm, was already 
such that before my conscience and for the sake of the 
honour of the army I could no longer under any circum­
stances contemplate admitting him to this post: above 
all, the supreme head of the army is the Field Marshal 
and President of the Reich. As Chancellor I gave my 
oath into his keeping. His person is for us all inviolate. 
The promise which I gave him that I would preserve 
the army as a non-political instrument of the Reich is for 
me binding, both from my inmost conviction and also 
from the word which I have given. But, further, any such 
act would have been impossible for me on the human 
side in the face of the War Minister of the Reich. Both 
I myself and all of us are happy to be able to see in him 
a man of honour from the crown of his head to the soles 
of his feet. He reconciled the army with those who

1 At the time of the Putsch.
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were once revolutionaries and has linked it up with their 
Government to-day and he has done this from the 
deepest convictions of his heart. He has made his own 
in truest loyalty the principle for which I myself will 
stand to my last breath.”

“ In the State there is only one bearer of arms, and 
that is the army; there is only one bearer of the political 
will, and that is the National Socialist Party. Any 
thought of consenting to the plans of General von 
Schleicher would be, so far as I am concerned, not only 
disloyalty to the Field Marshal and the War Minister, 
but also disloyalty to the army. For just as General von 
Blomberg as War Minister in the National Socialist 
State fulfils his duty in the highest sense of the word, 
so do, also, the other officers and the soldiers. I cannot 
demand from them that as individuals each of them, 
should take up a definite position towards our Move­
ment, but not one of them has lost the true position of 
loyal service to the National Socialist State. And, further,
1 could not without the most compelling cause have 
permitted the removal of men who as a united body , 
on the 30th of January’ gave me their promise to co­
operate in the salvation of the Reich and of the people. 
There arc duties of loyalty which one dare not and 
ought not to violate. And I believe that above all the 
man who has in his own name unified the nation ought 
in no circumstances to act disloyally if he would not sec 
both within and without the complete disappearance of 
all trust in loyalty and good faith.”

“ Since the Chief of Staff, Roehm, was himself uncer­
tain whether any attempt on the lines which I have 
described might not well meet with resistance from me, 
the first plan was devised in order to achieve the desired 
result by compulsion. Extensive preparations were 
made: in the first place
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“ i. Psychological conditions which should favour the 
outbreak of a second revolution were to be systematically 
created. For this end, by means of the SA. propaganda 
authorities themselves, the assertion was spread through 
the ranks of the SA. that the army intended to disband 
tile SA., and it was later added that unfortunately I 
myself had been won over to the support of this plan. 
A  wretched and infamous lie!”

“ 2. The SA. must forthwith anticipate this attack, 
and in a second revolution must remove the reactionary 
elements on the one hand and the opposition of the 
Party on the other. Authority in the State must be 
entrusted to the leaders of the SA.”

” 3. To this end the SA. should make as rapidly as 
possible all the necessary material preparations. Through 
different pretexts, c.g. by the lying statement that he was 
anxious to carry through a scheme of social relief for the 
benefit of the SA., the Chief of Staff, Roehm, succeeded 
in collecting contributions running into millions of 
marks. Twelve million marks were raised for these 
objects.”

” 4. In order to be in a position to deliver ruthlessly 
the most decisive blows there were formed under the 
title of ‘Staff-Guards’ groups of terrorists specially 
sworn in for the purpose. The old SA. man had for 
more than a decade gone starving in the service of the 
Movement; now these new formations were paid troops, 
and the personal character and the purpose for which 
they were enlisted cannot be more clearly shown than 
by the truly fearful list of the punishments which they 
had previously incurred; indeed the old, true SA. leader 
and SA. man now very quickly were thrust into the 
background in favour of those elements which had 
enjoyed no political training but were better qualified for 
the kind of work for which they were intended. At
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certain gatherings of leaders (Führertagungeu) as well as 
on holiday-trips (Erholungsfahrten) gradually the $A. 
leaders concerned in the plan were brought together and 
dealt with individually, that is to say, that while the 
members of the inner circle (Sekte) systematically pre­
pared the main action, the second and larger circle of 
SA. leaders was only given general information to the 
effect that a second revolution was on the way, that this 
second revolution had no other object than to restore to 
me personally my freedom of action, and that therefore 
the new— and this time bloody— rising— ‘The Night of 
the Long Knives’ was their ghastly name for it— was 
exactly what I myself desired. The necessity for the 
initiative of the SA. was explained by reference to my 
own inability to come to any decision: that disability 
would be removed only when I was faced with an 
accomplished fact. Presumably it was by means of these 
untrue pretexts that the preparation for the scheme so 
far as foreign policy was concerned was given to Herr 
von Detten. General von Schleicher saw to this aspect 
of the scheme in part personally, but left the practical 
side of the negotiations to his intermediary (Kurier), 
General von Bredow. Gregor Strasser was brought in.” 

“ At the beginning of June I made a last attempt and 
had yet another talk with Roehm which lasted nearly 
five hours and was prolonged until midnight, I informed 
him that from numberless rumours and from numerous 
assurances and statements of old, loyal comrades and 
SA, leaders 1 bad gained the impression that by certain 
unscrupulous elements a National-Bolshevist rising was 
being prepared which could only bring untold misery 
upon Germany. I explained to him further that reports 
had also come to my cars of the intention to draw the 
army within the scope of these plans. I assured the 
Chief of Staff, Roehm, that the assertion that the SA. was
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to be dissolved was an infamous lie and that I refused 
to make any comment upon the lie that I myself intended 
to attack the SA., but that I should at any moment be 
ready personally to oppose any attempt to raise chaos in 
Germany and that anyone who attacks the State should 
know from the outset that he will have me for his enemy. 
I implored him for the last time to oppose this madness 
of his own accord— let him at the same time use his 
authority so as to stop a development which in any event 
could end only in a catastrophe. I raised afrcsli vigorous 
protests on the score of the impossible excesses which 
followed one after another, and demanded the immediate 
and complete elimination of these elements from the 
SA. in order not to dishonour, through a few unworthy 
individuals, the SA. itself together with millions of 
decent comrades and hundreds of thousands of old 
fighters. The Chief of Staff left this interview after 
assuring me that the reports were partly untrue and 
partly exaggerated, and that moreover he would for the 
future do everything in his power to set things to rights."

“ The result of the interview, however, was that the 
Chief of Staff, Roehm, recognizing that for the under­
taking which lie was planning he could in no circum­
stances count on my personal support, now prepared to 
remove me personally from the scene.1 T o this end it 
was explained to the larger circle of SA. leaders who had 
been drawn into the plot that I myself was in thorough 
agreement with the proposed undertaking, but that I 
personally must know nothing about it or else that I 
wished on the outbreak of the rising immediately to be 
arrested and kept in custody for some twenty-four or 
forty-eight hours in order thus through the fait accompli

1 German text: “ in der Erkenntnis auf meine Person bet seinem 
geplanten Unternehmen unter keinen Umständen rechnen zu können, 
nunmehr die Beseitigung meiner Person selbst vorbereitete."
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to be relieved from an awkward responsibility which 
must otherwise arise for me in the sphere of our foreign 
relations. This explanation is conclusively illustrated by 
the fact that meanwhile care had been taken to bribe the 
man whose task it was later to carry through my removal. 
Standard-leader Uhl, a few hours before his death, con­
fessed that he had been ready to execute such an order.”

“ The first plan for the revolution was founded on the 
idea of granting leave to the SA. During this period of 
leave, since any plausible excuse was lacking, inexplicable 
riots were to break out similar to the conditions in 
August 1932. These would compel me to summon the 
Chief of Staff, who alone would be in a position to 
restore order; for this purpose I should have to entrust 
him with full executive authority. But when meanwhile 
it had been clearly shown that in no circumstances could 
my willingness to give such an order be relied upon, this 
plan was abandoned and direct action was now con­
templated.”

“ That action was to begin by a blow struck without 
any warning in Berlin: there was to be an assault upon 
the Government building, I myself was to be taken into 
custody so that further steps, as though ordered by me, 
could follow without any hindrance. The conspirators 
calculated that commands given in my name to the SA. 
would immediately call into action the SA. throughout 
the Reich, and also that thereby there would result auto­
matically a division in all the other forces of the State 
ranged in opposition to the rising.”

“ The Chief of Staff, Roehm, the Gruppenführer 
(Group-Leader) Ernst, the Obergruppenführer Heines, 
Hayn, and a number of others declared in the presence of 
witnesses that immediately there was to follow a conflict 
of the bloodiest kind, lasting several days, with their 
opponents. The economic side of such a development
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was dismissed with positively insane irresponsibility: 
bloody terrorism in one way or another was to pro­
vide the necessary means. Mere I must deal with the 
view that every successful revolution provides in itself 
its own justification. The Chief of Staff, Roehm, and his 
followers declared their revolution to he a necessity 
because only so could the victory of pure National 
Socialism receive its full justification. But at this point 
I must assert, both in the interest of the present and of 
posterity, that these men no longer had any right at all 
to appeal to National Socialism as their Weltanschauung. 
Their lives had become as evil as the lives of those whom 
we defeated in 1933 and whose places we took. T he 
behaviour of these men made it impossible for me to 
ask them to my house or, even if it were once only, to 
enter the house of the Chief of Staff in Berlin. It is 
difficult to conceive what would have become of Ger­
many if these people had won the day. The greatness of 
tlie danger could not be fully realized until we received 
the communications which now reached Germany from 
abroad. English and French papers began with in­
creasing frequency to speak of an upheaval which would 
shortly take place in Germany, and from the ever­
growing stream of communications it was clear that the 
conspirators had systematically sought to foster the view 
in foreign countries that the revolution of the genuine 
National Socialists was at hand and that the existing 
régime was now incapable of action. General von 
Bredow, who as political agent in foreign affairs for 
General von Schleicher looked after these connexions, 
worked in sympathy with those reactionary circles who—  
though not perhaps standing in any direct connexion 
with this conspiracy— yet readily allowed themselves to 
be misused as subterranean purveyors of information 
for foreign Powers.”
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“ Thus at the end of June I had made up my mind to 
put an end to this impossible development, and that, too, 
before the blood of ten thousand innocent folk should 
seal tiie catastrophe. Since the danger and the tension 
which oppressed everyone were growing intolerable, and 
since the authorities both in the Party and in the State 
were each in duty bound to take measures in self-de­
fence, the extraordinary, sudden prolongation of the 
period of service of the SA. before their leave seemed 
to me suspicious, and consequently 1 decided that on 
Saturday 30 June I would deprive the Chief of Staff of 
his office and for the time being keep him in custody 
and would arrest a number of SA. leaders whose crimes 
were unquestioned. Since it was doubtful, when things 
had reached so threatening a climax, whether the Chief 
of Staff, Rochm, would have come to Berlin at all, or 
indeed anywhere else, I decided to go in person to a 
discussion amongst SA. leaders which had been an­
nounced to beheld at Wiessee. Relying on the authority of 
my own personality and on my power of decision which 
had never failed me in the hour of need, I determined 
that there at 12 o’clock midday I would deprive the 
Chief of Staff of his office, I would arrest those SA. 
leaders who were principally responsible, and in an 
earnest appeal to the others I would recall them to their 
duty.”

“ However, in the course of the 29th of June I received 
such threatening intelligence concerning the last prepara­
tions for action that I was forced at midday to interrupt 
an inspection of a Workers’ Camp in Westphalia in order 
to hold myself in readiness for all emergencies. At 
I o’clock in the night I received from Berlin and Munich 
two urgent messages concerning alarm-summonses:1 
firstly that for Berlin an alarm-muster had been ordered 

1 G e r m a n ;  Alarmnachric})ten.
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for 4 o’clock in the afternoon, that for the transport of 
the regular shock-formations the requisition of lorries 
had been ordered, and that this requisition was now 
proceeding, and that promptly at 5 o’clock action was 
to begin with a surprise attack: the Government building 
was to be occupied. Gruppenführer Ernst with this end 
in view had not after all gone to Wicssee but had re­
mained behind in Berlin1 to undertake the conduct of 
operations there.”

“ Secondly: in Munich the alarm-summons had al­
ready been given to the SA.; they had been ordered to 
assemble at 9 o’clock in the evening. The SA. forma­
tions had not been dismissed to their homes, they were 
already stationed in their alarm-quarters. That is 
mutiny! I and no one else am the commander of the 
SA.!”

“ In these circumstances I could make but one deci­
sion. If disaster was to be prevented at all, action must 
be taken with lightning speed. Only a ruthless and 
bloody intervention might still perhaps stifle the spread 
of the revolt. And then there could be no question that 
it was better that a hundred mutineers, plotters, and 
conspirators should be destroyed than that ten thousand 
innocent SA. men should be allowed to shed their blood. 
For if once criminal activity was set in motion in Berlin, 
then the consequences were indeed unthinkable. The 
effect which had been produced by the fact that the 
conspirators purported to act in my name was proved by 
the distressing fact that, for instance, these mutineers in 
Berlin had succeeded through citing my authority in 
securing for their plot four armoured cars from unsus­
pecting police-officers and further by the fact that the 
plotters Heines and Hayn in Saxony and Silesia through 
their appeals had made police-officers doubtful which

1 He was, in fact, in Bremen, about to start on his honeymoon.
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side they should support in the coming conflict between 
the SA. and the enemies of Hitler. It was at last clear 
to me that only one man could oppose and must oppose 
the Chief of Staff. It was to me that he had pledged his 
loyalty and broken that pledge, and for that I alone must 
call him to account!”

“ At I o’clock in the night I received the last dispatches 
telling me of the alarm-summonses; at 2 o’clock in the 
morning I flew to Munich. Meanwhile Minister-Presi­
dent Goering had previously received from me the com­
mission that if I proceeded to apply a purge he was to 
take similar measures at once in Berlin and in Prussia. 
With an iron fist he beat down the attack on the National 
Socialist State before it could develop. The necessity 
for acting with lightning speed meant that in this decisive 
hour I had very few men with me. In the presence of the 
Minister Goebbels and of the new Chief of Staff the 
action of which you are already informed was executed 
and brought to a close in Munich. Although only a few 
clays before I had been prepared to exercise clemency, 
at this hour there was no place for any such considera­
tion. Mutinies are suppressed in accordance with laws 
of iron which are eternally the same. If anyone re­
proaches me and asks why I did not resort to the regular 
courts of justice for conviction of the offenders, then 
all that I can say to him is this: in this hour I was 
responsible for the fate of the German people, and 
thereby I became the supreme Justiciar1 of the German 
people!”

“ Mutinous divisions have in all periods been recalled 
to order by decimation. Only one State has failed to 
make any use of its Articles of War and this State paid 
for that failure by collapse— Germany. I did not wish 
to deliver up the young Reich to the fate of the old

1 German : oberster Gerichtsherr.
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Reich. I gave the order to shoot those who were the 
ringleaders in this treason, and I further gave the order 
to burn out down to the raw flesh the ulcers of this . 
poisoning of the wells in our domestic life and of the 
poisoning of the outside world.1 And I further ordered 
that if any of the mutineers should attempt to resist 
arrest, they were immediately to be struck down with 
armed force. The nation must know that its existence—- 
and that is guaranteed through its internal order and 
security— can be threatened by no one with impunity! 
And everyone must know for all future time that if he 
raises his hand to strike the State, then certain death is 
his lot. And every National Socialist must know that no 
rank and no position can protect him from his personal 
responsibility and therefore from his punishment. I have 
prosecuted* thousands of our former opponents on ac­
count of their corruption. I should in my own mind 
reproach myself if I were now to tolerate similar offences 
in our own ranks. No people and no Government can 
help it if creatures arise such as we once knew in Ger­
many, a Kutisker3 for example, such as France came to 
know in a Stavisky,4 or such as we to-day have once 
more experienced— men whose aim is to sin against a 
nation’s interests. Dut every people is itself guilty if it 
does not find the strength to destroy such noxious crea­
tures. If people bring against me the objection that only 
a judicial procedure could precisely weigh the measure

1 A literal translation of an amazing metaphor.
- German : verfolgt— “ pursued" ?
J Ivan Baruch Kutisker defrauded the Prussian State Bank of 

14,000,000 marks. Sentenced to five years’ penal servitude in July 
1926, lie died in the following year.

4 Serge Stavisky, the financier responsible for the issue of fraudu­
lent bondä in the name of the Credit Municipal of Bayonne, shot 
himself at Chamonix in Jan. 1934. The discovery of the fraud 
caused the fall of the Chautcmps Government at the end of that 
month.

T H E  R O E H M  PURGE

322



T H E  R O E H M  PU R G E

of the guilt and of its expiation, then against this view I 
lodge my most solemn protest. He who rises against 
Germany is a traitor to his country: and the traitor to 
his country is not to be punished according to the range 
and the extent of his act, but according to the purpose 
which that act has revealed. He who in his heart pur­
poses to raise a mutiny and thereby breaks loyalty, 
breaks faith, breaks sacred pledges, lie can expect nothing 
else than that he himself will be the first sacrifice. I have 
no intention to have the little culprits shot and to spare 
the great criminals. It is not my duty to inquire whether 
it was too hard a lot which was inflicted on these con­
spirators, these agitators and destroyers, these poisoners 
of the well-springs of German public opinion and in a 
wider sense of world opinion: it is not mine to consider 
which of them suffered too severely: I have only to see 
to it that Germany’s lot should not be intolerable. A 
foreign journalist, who enjoys the privileges of a guest 
in our midst, protests in the name of the wives and 
children of those who have been shot and awaits the day 
when from their ranks there will come vengeance. T o 
this gentleman I can say only one thing in answer: 
women and children have ever been the innocent victims 
of the criminal acts of men. I, too, have pity for them, 
but I believe that the suffering inflicted on them through 
the guilt of these men is but a minute fraction in com­
parison with the suffering that perhaps ten thousand 
German women would have had to endure if this act 
had been successful. A  foreign diplomat explains that 
the meeting of Schleicher and Rochm was of course 
of an entirely harmless character. That matter I need 
not discuss with anyone. In the political sphere concep­
tions of what is harmless and what is not will never 
coincide. But when three traitors in Germany arrange 
and effect a meeting with a foreign statesman which they
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themselves characterize as ‘serviceable’, when they effect 
this meeting after excluding every member of their 
staff, when they give strict orders that no word of this 
meeting sitali reach me, then I shall have such men shot 
dead even when it should prove true that at a consulta­
tion which was thus kept secret from me they talked of 
nothing save the weather, old coins, and like topics," 

“ The penalty for these crimes was hard and severe. 
Nineteen higher SA. leaders, thirty-one leaders and 
members of the SA., were shot, and further, for com­
plicity in the plot, three leaders of the SS., while thirteen 
SA. leaders and civilians who attempted to resist arrest 
lost their lives. Three more committed suicide. Pive 
who did not belong to the SA., but were members of the 
Party, were shot for taking part in the plot. Finally 
there were also shot three members of the SS. who had 
been guilty of scandalous ill-treatment of those who had 
been taken into protective custody.”

"In order to prevent political passion and exasperation 
venting itself in lynch justice on further offenders when 
the danger was removed and the revolt could be regarded 
as suppressed, as early as Sunday i July strictest orders 
were given that all further retribution should cease. 
Thereby from the night of Sunday i July the normal 
state of affairs was re-established. A number of acts of 
violence which do not stand in any connexion with the 
plot will be brought before the ordinary courts for 
judgement.”

"These sacrifices may indeed be heavy, but they will 
not be vain if from them once and for all results the 
conviction that every attempt at treason1 will be broken 
down without respect of person. If at some hour or 
another fate should summon me from my place, then I 
confidently hope that my successor will not act other-

1 German -.jeder Versuch eines Hoch- oder Landesverrats.
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wise, and if he too must give place to another, that the 
third after us will be ready to protect the security of 
people and of nation with no less resolution.”

"I f  in the two weeks that now lie behind us a part of 
the foreign press in place of any objective and just report 
of events has flooded the world with untrue and incor­
rect assertions and communications, I cannot admit the 
validity of the excuse that it was impossible to obtain any 
other information. In most cases it needed only a short 
telephone call to the authorities concerned in order to 
show that most of these assertions could not be sus­
tained. When in particular the report was spread that 
among the victims of the conspiracy there were included 
even members of the Cabinet of the Reich, it would not 
have been difficult to establish that the contrary was 
the case. The assertion that the Vice-Chancellor, von 
Papcn, that the minister Seldte, or other members of the 
Cabinet of the Reich had been connected with the muti­
neers is most strongly contradicted by the fact that one 
of the first intentions of the mutineers was the murder 
of these men. Similarly all reports of any complicity in 
the plot on the part of any one of the German princes 
or of any pursuit of them is free invention. If finally 
during the last few days an English paper can report that 
I was at present suffering from a nervous breakdown, it 
would have needed only a small inquiry to establish the 
truth. I can only assure these anxious reporters that 
neither in the War nor after the War have I ever suffered 
such a breakdown, but this time I have indeed suffered 
the severest breakdown of the trust and faith which I 
had placed in a man for whose protection I had done 
everything in my power, for whom I had actually sacri­
ficed myself."

"But at this point I must at the same time confess that 
my confidence in the Movement and especially in the
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SS. lias never wavered. And now, too, my confidence 
in my SA. has been restored to me. Three times they 
had the misfortune to have leaders— the last time even 
a Chief of Staff —whom they believed it was their duty 
to obey and who have deceived them, to whom I gave 
my confidence and who betrayed me. But three times 
over I have had the opportunity of seeing that at the 
moment when any act was discovered to be treasonable 
the traitor stood alone, deserted by all. Just as disloyal 
as was the conduct of this small group of leaders, so 
great in the decisive hour was the loyalty to me of these 
two National Socialist organizations. If the SS. in these 
days, although with profound feelings of regret, per­
formed their highest duty, the conduct of the millions 
of honest SA. men and SA. leaders was not less decent: 
they who stood outside this community of traitors never 
wavered for a second in their conception of their duty."

"When I consider this fact I am convinced that at last 
the present Chief of Staff— to whom I am bound by 
old-time comradeship in our fight— will succeed in re­
juvenating the organizations of the SA. in accordance 
with the principles which I have laid down, and will 
make them a yet stronger member1 of the body of our 
Movement. For never will I consent to the destruction 
of something which not only remains for ever inseparably 
bound up with the fights and the victory of the National 
Socialist Movement, but which also has to its credit 
immeasurable services rendered during the fashioning 
of the new Reich."

"In these days which have been days of severe trial 
both for me and for its members the SA. has preserved 
the spirit of loyalty. Thus for the third time the SA. 
has proved that it is mine, just as I will prove at any time

1 German : Glied der Bewegung. I am not sure of the transla­
tion: does Glied here mean “ link"?
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that I belong to my SA. men. In a few weeks’ time the 
brown shirt will once more dominate the streets of Ger­
many and will give to one and all clear evidence that 
because it has overcome its grievous distress the life of 
National Socialist Germany is only the more vigorous."

"When in March of last year our young Revolution 
stormed through Germany, my highest endeavour was 
to shed as little blood as possible. To millions of my 
former opponents, on behalf of the new State and in the 
name of the National Socialist Party, I offered a general 
amnesty; millions of them have since joined us and are 
loyally co-operating in the rebuilding of the Reich."

"I  hoped that it might not be necessary any longc-r to 
be forced to defend this State yet again with arms in our 
hands. But since fate has now none the less put us to this 
test, all of us wish to pledge ourselves with only the 
greater fanaticism to hold fast to that which was formerly 
won at the price of the blood of so many of our best 
men and which to-day had to be maintained once more 
through the blood of German fellow-countrymen. Just 
as one and a half years ago I offered reconciliation to our 
former opponents, so would I from henceforth also 
promise forgetfulness to all those who shared in the 
guilt of this act of madness. Let them bethink them­
selves, and remembering this melancholy calamity in 
our new German history let them devote themselves to 
the task of reparation. May they now recognize with 
surer insight than before the great task which fate sets 
us which civil war and chaos cannot perform. May we 
all feel responsible for the most precious treasure that 
there can be for the German people: internal order, 
internal and external peace, just as I am ready to under­
take responsibility at the bar of history for the twenty- 
four hours in which the bitterest decisions of my life 
were made, in which fate once again taught me in the

327



THE ROEHM PURGE

midst of anxious care with every thought to hold fast to 
the dearest thing which has been given us in this world 
— the German people and the German Reich!” 1

The instructions given to the S A . under the new Chief of 
Staff, Lutze, are translated into English in the “ Manchester 
Guardian" for 2 July 1934.

In an interview with Mr. G. Ward Price, reported in the 
“ Daily Mail" for 6 August i<)34, Mr. Price asked: “ Are 
you satisfied now that the Party is completely united?”  
Hitler replied: “ It is stronger and more solid than ever 
it was.” -

In the light of the Rochm Purge Hitler's Proclamation 
to the Parteitag at Nuremberg in 1(334 has a special interest. 
The National Socialist Revolution, he said, was now 
completed, but “ no revolution can continue as a per­
manent condition, otherwise the result must be complete 
anarchy. The purpose of a revolution can be only 
through an act of popular {völkisch) self-help and self­
defence to crush resistance which opposes an expedient 
and therefore a natural and necessary development, 
whether that resistance arises from the general inertness 
of the time, from interested parties bound up with old 
traditions, or from ill will. But where such happenings 
recur in continuous succession, such risings are not 
inspired by the force of compelling ideas or the con­
straint of the necessities of life, they are instigated rather 
by the criminal ambition of individual usurpers strugg­
ling for power. This state of recurrent revolution must 
lead to the destruction of the life of the people, and of

1 F.Z., 15 July 1934.
1 Cf. a citation from a report of an interview with Hitler (see 

The Times of 12 July 1934) in which Hitler said: "Conspiracy had 
become a forma mollis, the Putsch a custom.’ 1
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the State, and also of economic life. They arc not the 
explosions of a nation’s will to maintain its own existence 
against oppression, they are simple struggles for power 
on the part of politicians out for booty. True revolutions 
can be conceived only as the execution of a new mission 
to which in this way the people gives its historic 
sanction.”

“ A  revolution in itself can therefore never realize a 
programme: it can only give free course to those forces 
which have devoted themselves to a definite programme 
and have promised its realization. Revolutions destroy 
only power-conditions: it is evolution alone which alters 
material conditions.” . . ,

“Just as the world cannot live on wars, so peoples 
cannot live on revolutions. In both cases one can at 
most create the conditions for a new life. But woe to the 
people if the act of destruction is committed not in the 
service of a better and therefore a higher idea, but obeys 
only the nihilistic instinct to destroy and therefore as its 
consequence produces no better reconstruction but only 
perpetual hatred.”

“ Revolutions,” he said later in the same speech, “ have 
always been rare in Germany. The Age of Nerves of the 
nineteenth century has with us found its final close. In 
the next thousand years there will be no other revolution 
in Germany.” 1

Later in the same speech Iiitlcr said: “ Every leader 
must recognize that as a National Socialist must be a 
model, lie must give to the people what he rightly expects 
from the people itself. Loyalty, obedience, readiness for 
sacrifice, modesty— these are virtues which are to be 
expected not only from the led but still more from the 
leaders. The people will never bear a grudge against us 
if under the compulsion of necessity wc burn out what 

1 F.Z., 6 Sept. 1934.
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nuise he burned out. It will fail to understand only if 
in silence we allow that to remain in our midst which in 
the last resort could never be tolerated in the people 
itself."'

In  ft speech at H am burg on 1 7  A ugust 19 3 4  H ille r  sa id :

“The National Socialist Movement has conquered the 
Reich. It is not possible that Germany should be ruled 
otherwise than in accordance with the will and the views 
of this Welt naschet tiling. But it is certain that the educa­
tion of people and Government in every sphere and in 
all positions into the spirit of this Weltanschauung will 
still demand many, many years. . . . The evolution 
through which under the National Socialist Government 
in the coming decades the gradual building up of the 
Reich must be completed until it finally becomes the 
new German State of the people demands in our domes­
tic life National Socialist discipline, order in the highest 
degree, and absolute calm. It is mv resolute determina­
tion personally to call to account anyone who may ven­
ture to hinder this evolution or even to stop it by violence. 
And I will not begin with the principle of giving orders 
to shoot small people who have done things unwittingly 
because they have been misled : in any such case I shall 
bring the responsible criminals before the authority of 
the National Socialist State and of its leaders and crush 
them.” *

There is a reflection of the Roe Inn Purge in an Address 
to SA . and SS. men at the Parteitag in Nuremberg on 
9 September 1934 when Hitler said:

“A few months ago a dark shadow clouded the Move­
ment. Many of our foes believed that they could see the 
time coming in which the power of the National Socialist 

' F .Z .,  6 S e p t. 1934. * F .Z ., 19  A u g . 1934,
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Party would perhaps find its end. I have summoned you 
here, my comrades, to prove three things:

1. The SA. has just as little to do with this shadow as 
any other institution of the Party.

2. T o  show to all that my relation to you, my com­
rades, is precisely the same to-day as it was four­
teen years ago.

3. To show to our enemies that the Party stands and 
that its SA. and SS. stand as guarantors of the 
National Socialist Revolution.”

“ They all deceive themselves who think that even a 
rift has broken the unity of our single Movement. The 
Movement stands as firmly as this block of men whom 
I see before me. . . . The SA. man and the SA. leader 
can never be anything but loyal, obedient, disciplined, 
modest, ready for sacrifice: if he were otherwise he could 
not be an SA. man."1

Note

This is no place for any critical discussion of the speech which 
Hitler delivered to the Reichstag on 13 July 1934. It raises many 
difficulties: some of those difficulties are considered in the 
pamphlet, Hitler rast (sec Bibliography), pp. 46 sqq. So far as 
I am aware no proof was ever produced that the "conspirators” 
had had any relations with a foreign Power. Cf. Jean François, 
L'Affaire Rohm-Hitler, pp. 19S-9.

There were some escapes of those who might have been 
removed: Brüning left Germany— there is a report that he was 
warned by Gocring; Treviranus, minister under Brüning and 
Schleicher, left the Tennis Club at Wannscc in haste and made 
his way to England, von Bredow returned from the Hotel Adlon 
to his home knowing what awaited him there: he had no desire 
to outlive his chief, Schleicher, von Papen, arrested, was spared, 
though his advisers and intimates von Bose, Jung, and von der 
Decken perished.

' F.Z., 10 Sept. 1934.
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Von Blomberg, addressing the army, wrote: “ 'l'hc Führer 
with soldierly decision and exemplary courage has himself 
attacked and crushed the traitors and murderers. The army, 
as the hearer of arms of the entire people, far removed from the 
conflicts of domestic politics, will show its gratitude through 
devotion and loyalty. The good relationship towards the new 
SA. demanded by the Führer will be gladly fostered by the army 
in the consciousness that the ideals o f both are held in common. 
The state of emergency (Alnnuzusland) is terminated every­
where." Dated i July 1934.

On 2 July 1934 it was officially announced that the President 
of the Reich, von Ilindenburg, had telegraphed to Hitler: "From  
the reports presented to me I realize that through your determined 
action and through the courageous intervention of your own 
person you have nipped in the bud1 ail treasonable plots. You 
have saved the German people from a grave danger. For this I 
express to you my profound thanks and my sincere recognition. 
With best greetings— von Minden burg."

To Goering von Mindenburg telegraphed: "F or your energetic 
and successful action in crushing the treasonable attempt I 
express to you my thanks and my recognition. With comradely 
greetings— von Hindenburg.”

The communication published by the Reichspressestclle o f the 
NSDAP, on 30 June 1934 is reproduced in the pamphlet, Hitler 
rust (see Bibliography), pp. 59-60: it is translated into French 
in Jean François, L'Affaire Röhm-IIUler (see Bibliography), pp. 
209-10. There is another account of Hitler’s action at the time 
of the “ Purge" printed in Hitler rast, pp. 61-2: it is there stated 
to come from an eyewitness. Goering’s account, given at a special 
conference for German journalists, is printed ibid., pp. 62-4. 
For a list of the victims, ibid., pp. 69-70.

1 German: ini Keitnc erstickt.
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Note

The Treatment of Religion by Hitler in " Mein Kampf"

I know of no work which has sought to collect from Mein Kampf 
;ill the widely scattered passages in which Hitler discusses the 
subject of religion. I have endeavoured in this note to summarize 
the evidence; it may appear from such a summary that there was 
greater justification than has sometimes been realized for those 
who thought that National Socialism and the Christian Churches 
could come to an agreement and could co-operate in the national 
reconstruction.

Hitler from the first recognized the preponderant significance 
of the spoken over the written word: the force which set in 
motion all the great historical avalanches, whether political or 
religious, was from the beginning of time the spell of the spoken 
word.' The great mistake of the German Movement in Austria 
was that it attacked the Catholic Church: it was true that, while 
Czech priests placed the interest of the Czech people above the 
interest of the Church, the German priests failed to champion 
the national cause: the impression was thus created that the 
Catholic clergy was grossly injuring German rights:- the Church 
appeared to have no sympathy with the German people, but to 
have placed itself unjustly on the side of the enemy. The “ Free- 
from-Rome”  Movement seemed, if it could be successful, to 
promise to overcome the unhappy religious division in Germany, 
and through such a victory the internal strength of the Empire 
and of the German nation could win only the greatest profit. 
Hut this failure of the Cathplie clergy was the result o f the 
German vice of “ objectivity": the Pan-German Movement in 
Austria ought to have asked itself this one question: Is the main­
tenance of Austrian Deutschtum possible under the Catholic faith 
or not? If the answer to that question was "Y es", then the 
political party should not have concerned itself with religious

1 p . n 6  ( G e r m a n ) ,  p . 100 ( E n g lis h ) .  H it le r  h e re  h a d  a p p a r e n t ly  
in  m in d  th e  o r a l te a c h in g  o f  C h r is t .

1 p . 1 19 (Germ an), p. 102 (English).
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matters, it should not have intervened in the confessional sphere; 
if the answer was "N o ” , then a religious reformation should have 
been begun— and that was not the work of a political party.1 
"Anyone who believes that one can attain to a religious reforma­
tion through the roundabout method of a political party shows 
only that he has not the glimmering of an idea how religious 
conceptions are formed, much less of how dogmas arc fashioned 
and of their efleets in the life of a Church. One cannot serve two 
masters, and the foundation or the destruction of a religion is 
essentially a harder task than the foundation or destruction o f a 
State, not to speak of a Party. T o  a political leader the religious 
doctrines and institutions of his people should ever be inviolable. 
The Pan-German Movement in Austria failed because its fight 
against the Catholic Church made it impossible amongst a 
number of those of the lower and middle classes, and thus robbed 
it of countless of the best elements which the nation could boast."* 

In these considerations, based upon the ill-success of the Fan­
German Movement in Austria, we have already the plan of the 
National Socialist Government: there is to be no open attack 
upon the Church : it is to be seen whether Deutschtum canno-t be 
maintained under the Catholic faith: lienee the Concordat.

In considering the question of the use of force in support of a 
philosophy Hitler says that “ every Weltanschauung, whether it 
be more of a religious or of a political character— and often the 
boundary in these eases is hard to establish— fights less for the 
negative destruction of the hostile world of ideas, but rather for 
the positive enforcement of its own view." Attack is always more 
effective than defence. Every attempt to light with violent means 
a Weltanschauung must fail in the long run unless the fight takes 
the form of an attack in support of a new mental outlook. Brutal 
violence used persistently and ruthlessly against one view of life 
will be successful only if it is inspired by a rival view. Bismarck 
failed in his attack upon Socialism precisely because he lacked 
the platform of another Weltanschauung: and this same lack later 
rendered the attack against Marxism ineffective.1 * 3

"And often the boundary is hard to establish": here is the

1 p. 124 (Germ an), p. 107 (English).
1 p. 127 (German), p, 109 (English).
3 p .  18 9  ( G e r m a n ) , p . 15 3  (E n g lis h ) .
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whole problem which will face the National Socialists when they 
come into power: i’s the Weltanschauung which will be cease­
lessly proclaimed "o f a religious or a political character"?

After reading much of the violent anti-Christian propaganda 
of later National Socialists, it is refreshing to turn to the pages of 
Mein Kampf: Hitler compares the greatness of those who set 
before men high ideals with the passing fame of practical poli­
ticians: the higher, the mightier, the ideal the more impossible 
becomes its complete fulfilment. It is not by the realization of 
his aims that the idealist must be judged but by their rightness, 
by their influence upon the development of humanity. If it 
were otherwise, the founders of religions would not be included 
amongst the greatest men on this earth although tiicir ethical 
aims would never be even approximately realized. The religion 
of love is itself in practice but a pale reflection of the purpose of 
its exalted Founder: its significance lies in the direction which it 
sought tu give to human civilization in general, to its mode of life, 
and its ethical development.'

Human weaknesses and sins must not blind us to the greatness 
of the Christian Church. Undoubtedly there have always been 
unscrupulous rogues who did not hesitate to make of religion an 
instrument of their political designs. But it would assuredly be 
wrong to make religion or a denomination responsible for a 
number of rascals who exploit religion as they would probably 
exploit anything else in the service of their lower instincts.2 If 
one compares the magnitude of the organization as it stands 
before one with the average faultiness of men in general, one is 
forced to admit that the proportion of good to bad is greater here 
than anywhere else. Certainly, even amongst the priests, there 
are to be found those for whom their sacred office is but a means 
to satisfy their political ambition . . . but for one such unworthy 
representative there are a thousand and more worthy pastors 
loyally devoted to their mission, who in our false and debased age 
rise like small islands above the universal morass.3

W e r e  N a tio n a l S o c ia l is ts  in  G e r m a n y  r e m in d e d  o f  t h is  p a s s a g e  

w h e n  th e  G e r m a n  P r e s s  w a s  c o n d u c t in g  i t s  c a m p a ig n  o f  s c a n d a ­

' p . 230 (G e r m a n ) , p .  1S 2  (E n g lis h ) .
1 p .  12 5  ( G e r m a n ) , p . 10 7  ( E n g lis h ) .

3 p. 126 (Germ an), p . 108 (English).
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!o u s  a n d  o b s c e n e  a b u s e  a g a in s t  th e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  a t  t h e  t im e  

o f  t h e  I m m o r a l i t y  T r i a l s ? 1

D u r i n g  th e  y e a r s  s in c e  1 9 3 3  th e  N a t io n a l  S o c ia l i s t s  h a v e  o f t e n  

c o n tr a s t e d  " P o s i t i v e  C h r i s t i a n i t y ”  w i t h  th e  a n t iq u a t e d  d o g m a s  

o f  t h e  C h r is t ia n  C h u r c h ,  l î u t  th e  “ B i b l e ”  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l ­

is ts  e x p r e s s ly  d e c la r e d  t h e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  d o g m a  i f  th e  C h u r c h  w a s  

t o  m a in ta in  i t s  h o ld  u p o n  its  m e m b e r s .  I n  th e  p e r io d  b e f o r e  t h e  

W a r ,  H i t l e r  p o in t s  o u t ,  th e  a t ta c k  o n  th e  d o g m a t ic  f o u n d a t io n s  

o f  th e  s e p a r a te  c h u r c h e s  g r e w  e v e r  m o r e  v io le n t .  B u t  w i t h o u t  

s u c h  fo u n d a t io n s  in  th is  w o r ld  o f  m e n  th e  p r a c t ic a l  s u r v iv a l  o f  a 

r e l ig io u s  fa ith  is  u n t h in k a b le .  T h e  g r e a t  m a s s  o f  a  p e o p le  is  n o t  

c o m p o s e d  o f  p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  a n d  f o r  th e  m a s s e s  f a i t h  is  o f t e n  th e  

s o le  fo u n d a t io n  f o r  a n y  m u ra l o u t lo o k  o n  th e  w o r ld  ( Weltan­
schauung) w h a t e v e r .  T h e  v a r io u s  s u b s t i t u t e s  f o r  s u c h  a  f a i t h  
h a v e  n o t in  t h e ir  r e s u lt  p r o v e d  so  a d a p t e d  to  th e ir  p u r p o s e  a s  to  

e n a b le  u s  to  r e g a r d  th e m  a s  u s e fu lly  ta k in g  th e  p la c e  o f  th e  

f o r m e r  r e lig io u s  c o n fe s s io n s .  B u t  i f  r e l ig io u s  t e a c h in g  a n d  f a i t h  

a re  r e a lly  to  k e e p  t h e i r  h o ld  o n  th e  p e o p le  g e n e r a l ly ,  th e n  th e  

a b s o lu te  a u th o r ity  o f  th e  c o n t e n t  o f  th is  f a i th  m u s t  f o r m  th e  

fo u n d a t io n  o f  a ll e f f e c t iv e  a c t io n . . . . W h a t  f u n d a m e n t a l  la w s  a r e  

fo r  th e  S ta t e ,  s u c h  a rc  its  d o g m a s  fo r  e v e r y  r e l ig io n .  T h r o u g h  

d o g m a s  th e  p u r e ly  in te l le c tu a l  id e a  w h ic h  is  v a r ia b le  a n d  c a n  b e  

in te r p r e te d  in  c o u n t le s s  d if fe r e n t  w a y s  is c le a r ly  d e f in e d  a n d  is  

th u s  b r o u g h t  in to  a  f o r m  w it h o u t  w h ic h  it c o u ld  n e v e r  g r o w  in t o  

fa ith .  O t h e r w is e  th e  id e a  w o u ld  n e v e r  p a ss  b e y o n d  a  m e t a ­

p h y s ic a l  c o n c e p t io n ,  n e v e r ,  to  p u t  it s h o r t ly ,  b e  m o r e  t h a n  a 

p h ilo s o p h ic a l  o p in io n . I n  it s e lf  th e  a tta c k  a g a in s t  d o g m a s  t h u s  

r e s e m b le s  v e r y  c lo s e ly  th e  a tta c k  a g a in s t  th e  g e n e r a l  le g a l  f o u n d a ­

t io n s  o f  th e  S ta t e ,  a n d  j u s t  as th is  a t ta c k  c o u ld  o n ly  e n d  w i t h i n  

th e  S t a t e  in c o m p le te  a n a r c h y , s o  t i le  o t h e r  a tta c k  w o u ld  b e  b o u n d  

to  e n d  in  a w o r th le s s  r e lig io u s  n ih ilis m .

F o r  th e  p o l it ic ia n  th e  v a lu a t io n  o f  a  r e lig io n  s h o u ld  b e  d e t e r ­

m in e d  le s s  b y  a n y  fa u lts  w h ic h  m a y  d i n g  to  it  th a n  b y  th e  w o r t h  

o f  a n y  o b v io u s ly  b e t t e r  s u b s t it u te .  S o  lo n g  as s u c h  a  s u b s t i t u t e  

is  a p p a r e n t ly  la c k in g , th e  e x is t in g  in s t itu t io n  c a n  b e  d e s t r o y e d  

o n ly  b y  fo o ls  o r  c r im in a ls .5

F o r  th e  G e r m a n  p e o p le  th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  th e  w e a k e n in g  o f

1 C f .  N .  M ic k lc m , National Socialism and the Catholic Church, 
I x jn d o n ,  1939, p p . 1 5 8 - 6 1 .

1 pp. *93-4 (German), pp. 2*5-6 (English).
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religious faith, as shown in the moral life of the nation, were 
"not favourable” .

Later in Mein Kampf Hiller returns to a consideration of the 
importance of dogma for the Church. The word “ religious” is 
just as vague and undefined as the word völkisch. It is very 
diflicult to form any precise conception of the significance of the 
term: it can be grasped only at the moment when il is associated 
with a clearly defined form explaining its practical effect 
kcn). It is a very easy matter to describe a man as “ profoundly 
religious” : to a very few people it may convey a more or less clear 
picture of the state of a man’s soul. But since the great mass of 
the people is composed neither of philosophers nor of saints, such 
a completely general religious idea, so far as the individual is 
concerned, will for the most part mean only freedom to think and 
ael as he will, without leading to that activity which arises from 
the inner religious aspiration directly a clearly defined faith is 
farmed from the purely metaphysical, unlimited world of thought. 
. . .  A purely emotional institution must give place to the strength 
of an apodeictic faith. This faith is above all else the battle- 
factor which opens up a breach and clears the path for the recog­
nition of the fundamental truths of religion.

Without this clearly circumscribed faith religiosity in its indefi­
nite many-sidedness would he not merely without value for 
human life, but would probably contribute towards a general 
disorganization.1

Nowhere in any modern work on the religious question in 
National Socialist Germany have I seen any adequate reference 
to these remarkable passages.

It is not without interest to observe that the history of the 
Christian Church provided Hitler with models for his own Move­
ment, The greatness of every mighty organization as representing 
the incorporation of an idea in this world lies in its religious 
fanaticism in which, fanatically convinced of its own right, it 
triumphs intolerantly over every other force. If an idea is essen­
tially right and is in this way prepared for the struggle and thus 
enters into the battle on this earth, then it is unconquerable and 
every persecution will only lead to an increase of its inner strength. 
The greatness of Christianity did not lie in any attempts to come

RELIGION
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1 p p . 4 1 6 - 1 7  ( G e r m a n ) , p p . 3 1 8 - 1 9  ( E n g lis h ) .
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RELIGION
to terms with similar philosophical views of the ancient world, 
but in the remorseless, fanatical proclamation and championship 
of its own teaching.'

Christianity could not be content to build up its own altar, it 
must of necessity go on to destroy the pagan altars. Only as a 
result of this fanatical intolerance could there be formed the 
apodeictic faith: this intolerance is in fact the essential precondi­
tion for faith.® Into the far freer atmosphere of the undent world 
with the appearance of Christianity there came the first spiritual 
terrorism. Since then the world has been oppressed and domi­
nated by this compulsion. Compulsion can only he broken by 
compulsion and terror with terror. Only when this is done can 
the work of reconstruction be begun, and the new state of affairs 
created. Weltanschauungen must declare their infallibility.5

The celibacy of the priest can provide the model of sexual 
continence demanded of an age which is no longer content to 
breed horses, cats, and dogs but which will learn to breed men. 
If hundreds of thousands of priests can voluntarily take upon 
themselves vows of celibacy at the behest of the Church, men in 
the National Socialist State must "refrain in silence” ,'1

But in another respect the celibacy of the Church is significant: 
it meant that the clergy must constantly be reinforced not from 
its own ranks but from the mass of the people. And Iteraiti lies 
the incredibly vigorous strength of this aged institution. It thus 
maintains its instinctive contact with the emotions of the people 
and thus arc assured the astonishing youthfulness, tiic mental 
adaptability, the iron (stählerne) strength of will which arc em­
bodied in the Church.* Here is the model for the Movement.

1 p . 385 ( G e r m a n ) , p . 2 9 4  (E n g lis h ) .
2 p. 506 (Germ an), p. 378 (English).
1 P- 50 7 ( G e r m a n ) , p . 3 7 9  (E n g lis h ) . T h e  w h o le  p a s s a g e , p p . 

5 0 5 -7  (p p - 378“9 E n g lis h ) , s h o u ld  b e  re a d  c a r e f u lly :  fr o m  it, i t  h a s  
b e e n  c o n c lu d e d  ( M ile s  E c c lc s ia c ,  hitler gegen Christus, P o ris , 1 9 3 6 , 
p . 13 )  th a t i f  w o r d s  h a v e  a n y  m e a n in g  H it le r  h a s  s a id  h e r e  th a t  
N a tio n a l S o c ia lis m  a n d  C h r is t ia n ity  c a n n o t e x is t  to g e th e r  s id e  b y  
s id e . T h i s  m a y  b e  d o u b te d  : w o u ld  H it le r  h a v e  s p o k e n  o f  C h r is t ia ­
n ity  as a  Weltanschauung “ o f  in fe rn a l in to le r a n c e ” ? Is  i t  n o t  m o r e  
p r o b a b le , c o n s id e r in g  th e  e x tr e m e  c a u tio n  w it h  w h ic h  r e l ig io u s  
m a tters  a re  d is c u s s e d  in  Mein Kampf, th a t th e  fo e  in te n d e d  h e r e  

is  M a r x is m ?  * p . 449 (G e r m a n ) , p . 340 ( E n g lis h ) .
* p. 481 (Germ an), p. 38 t (English).
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T h e  C h u r c h  in  its  w is d o m  h a d  s t u d ie d  t h e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  a p p e a l 

m a d e  u p o n  w o r s h ip p e r s  b y  th e ir  s u r r o u n d in g s .  I f  th e  N a t io n a l  

S o c ia l i s t  s p e a k e r  c h o s e  th e  e v e n in g  f o r  h is  a d d r e s s e s ,  in  t h e  C h u r c h ,  

th e  a r t i f ic ia l ly  p r o d u c e d  t w i l i g h t  c a s t in g  it s  s e c r e t  s p e ll  u p o n  th e  

c o n g r e g a t io n ,  in c e n s e , b u r n in g  c a n d le s  w e r e  a ll d e s ig n e d  to  h a v e  

t h e  s a m e  e f f e c t . 1 P s y c h o lo g y  m u s t  s i m i la r ly  b e  s t u d ie d  b y  th e  

M o v e m e n t .

B u t  a s  H it le r  lo o k e d  b a c k  u p o n  G e r m a n  h i s t o r y  h e  s a w  th e  

d a n g e r  w h ic h  r e l ig io n  p r e s e n te d  f o r  G e r m a n y .  G e r m a n y  h a d  

o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a g a in  p r o v e d  t h a t  i t  c o u ld  f ig h t  f o r  p h a n to m s  t il l  

i t  w a s  b le d  w h it e :  t o - d a y  N a t io n a l is t s  (völkische Kreise), in  th e ir  

“ G o d - a b a n d o n e d  b l in d n e s s ” , w e r e  r e a d y  t o  s t ir  u p  d if fe r e n c e s  

b e tw e e n  th e  C h u r c h e s  a n d  th u s  g iv e  to  M a r x is t s  th e ir  o p p o r ­

t u n it y .*  T h o s e  w h o  w o u ld  d r a g  t h e  n a t io n a l M o v e m e n t  in to  

p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  r e l ig io u s  d is p u t e s  a r c  w o r s e  fo e s  o f  th e  G e r m a n  

p e o p le  th a n  th e  in t e r n a t io n a l ly  m in d e d  C o m m u n is t s .J S t i l l  t o ­

d a y  r e l ig io u s  s e n t im e n ts  a r e  m o r e  d e e p ly  s e a te d  in  t h e  G e r m a n  

p e o p le  t ita n  a ll c o n s id e r a t io n s  o f  n a t io n a l  o r  p o l it ic a l  e x p e d ie n c y .*  

I t  w i l l  a lw a y s  b e  th e  f ir s t  d u t y  o f  t h e  le a d e r s  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  

S o c ia l i s t  M o v e m e n t  to  o p p o s e  w i t h  t h e  g r e a te s t  v ig o u r  a n y  

a t t e m p t  t o  m a k e  t h e  M o v e m e n t  s e r v e  t h e  in te r e s t s  o f  s u c h  

r e l ig io u s  s t r u g g le s ;  t h e y  m u s t  im m e d ia t e ly  e x p e l  f r o m  th e  ra n k s  

o f  t h e  M o v e m e n t  th o s e  w h o  w o u ld  m a k e  p r o p a g a n d a  f o r  a n y  

s u c h  p u r p o s e .5 I t  c a n n o t  b e  p e r m it t e d  t h a t  a n y  in e x p e r ie n c e d  

m e m b e r  o f  th e  M o v e m e n t  s h o u ld  im a g in e  th a t  h e  c a n  d o  t h a t  

w h i c h  B is m a r c k  f a i le d  t o  a c h ie v e :  t h e  M o v e m e n t  is  q u i t e  in ­

c a p a b le  o f  s o lv in g  a  p r o b le m  o n  w h i c h  t h e  c e n t u r ie s  a n d  t h e  

g r e a te s t  s t a t e s m e n  h a v e  s u f fe r e d  sh ip w reck .®  “ I n  t h e  r a n k s  o f  

o u r  M o v e m e n t  t h e  m o s t  lo y a l  C a t h o l i c  m u s t  b e  a b le  t o  s i t  s id e  

b y  s id e  w i t h  t h e  m o s t  lo y a l  P r o t e s t a n t  w i t h o u t  c i t h e r  o f  th e m  

h a v in g  to  s u f fe r  th e  s m a lle s t  c o n  R iet o f  c o n s c ie n c e  w i t h  h is  r e l ig io u s  

c o n v ic t io n s .”  H it le r  w a s  a s s u r e d  t h a t  t h e  m ig h t y  s t r u g g le  w h ic h  

t h e y  w e r e  w a g in g  in  c o m m o n  a g a in s t  t h e  d e s t r o y e r  o f  A r y a n  

h u m a n it y  h a d  t a u g h t  b o th  C a t h o l i c  a n d  P r o t e s ta n t  m u t u a l  

r e s p e c t  a n d  m u tu a l e s te e m .*

1 p . 5 3 2  ( G e r m a n ) , p . 395 (E n g lis h ) .
* p .  6 33  ( G e r m a n ) , p . 462 (E n g lis h ) .
1 p . 6 3 1  s .f .  ( G e r m a n ) , p . 461 ( E n g lis h ) .  4 I b id .
J p . 6 3 2  ( G e r m a n ) , p , 4 6 1  (E n g lis h ) ,  6 I b id .

1 I b id .  ; c f.  p . 3 7 9  ( G e r m a n ) , p . 2 8 9  (E n g lis h ) .
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These passages are important if one would understand the 
religious polity of the National Socialist Government when it 
came to power in 1933.

Apart from the fact that religion had been used as a means for 
advancing political cuds and party interests,1 Hitler’s main charge 
against the Churches was that they had sinned against "the like­
ness of the Lord” in ignoring race mid the purity of the blood of 
the nation. Instead of plaguing Hottentots and Kaffirs with mis­
sions which they neither desire nor understand, the Churches 
have a work to dn at home to save their own people from a bodily 
and moral leprosy.* Both Christian confessions look on uncon­
cerned at the desecration and destruction of a noble and unique 
creature (Aryan man) which by God's grace has been given to 
the earth. For the future of the earth it is rtf no significance 
whether the Protestants compter the Catholics or lite Catholics 
the Protestants: the only significance consists in the question 
whether Aryan man is preserved or whether he dies out. And 
yet both Churches to-day do not fight against the destroyer of 
Aryan man but mutually seek to annihilate each miser. Everyone 
who is nationally minded {<!rr völkisch Eingestellte) should have 
the most sacred duty, each in his own confession, to see to it that 
one should not merely talk with lip-homage of the will of God, 
but should also in fact fulfil the will of God and not allow God's 
work to be put to shame.1 There are, indeed, two passages in 
Mein Kampf which in particular suggest the possibilities o f future 
conflict; there is the statement that "political parlies have nothing 
to do with religious questions so long as these do not, as alien to 
the people (volksfremd), undermine the customs and morals of 
their own race",’  and the further assertion that foreign policy ia 
only a means to an end, and that the end is exclusively the advance­
ment (Förtlening) of our own national life (Volkstum). T h e sole 
guiding consideration is: Does this serve the interests o f our 
people now or in the future, or will it injure it? Before this test 
"considerations of party politics, of religion, of humanity— in a 
word every other consideration— can have no place whatever

1 C f . ,  c .g . ,  p . 294 ( G e r m a n ), p . aa(> ( E n g lis h ) ;  p , 643 to p  ( G e r ­
m a n ), p . 4Û8 (E n g lis h ) .

3 P P ' 4 4 5 -G  ( G e r m a n ) , p p . 3 3 7 -8  (E n g lis h ) .
* p . 630 ( G e r m a n ) , p . 460  (E n g lis h ) ,
* p . «27 ( G e r m a n ) , p . 109 (E n g lis h ) .
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{scheiden restlos tins)."1 It is a frank declaration of National
Socialist policy.
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An English translation of the Papal Encyclical Alit  brennender 
Sorge (14 March 1937) has been published by the Catholic 
Truth Society. (On the Papal Encyclical cf. N. Micklem, op. 
cit., pp, 170-3; R. d’Harcourt, op. cit., pp. 245-61.) The 
Constitution for the German Evangelical Church: text in 
Doha mente der deutschen Politili, i (1935), pp. 309-14; text of 
the Law for the Security of the German Evangelical Church 
giving to Kerri (Minister of the Reich for Church Affairs) 
power to issue ordinances with the force of law (24 September 
1935) Dokumente der deutschen Politik, iii (1937), pp. 265-6. 
Text of Kerri’s order setting up a Committee of the Reich 
Church, ibid., pp. 266-7.

R E L I G I O N
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I;or attempts to prove that National Socialism may be com ­
patible with the historic Christianity two specially significant 
bonks may be mentioned: on the Catholic side Dishop Alois 
Mudai, Die Gutmütigen ties Xationalsozialismtts. Leipzig and 
Vienna, Günther, 1937; in what sense docs National Socialism 
use the term Weltanschauung} Is it necessary to conclude that 
the term must he extended beyond the political sphere?1 (On 
this book cf. Germanica«, Der Dolchstoß gegen ehe deutschen 
Bischöfe ( — Die deutsche Revolution, Periodische Schriften­
reihe, Heft 2), Prag, 1937.) On the Protestant side D. C, 
Fabricius, Positive Christianity in the Tliirtl Reich. Püschei, 
Dresden, 1937.

For an (incomplete) list of convictions during the religious 
struggle cf. Miles Ecctesiac, Hitler gegen Christus, Paris, 1936, 
pp. 166-91; for convictions under the “ Pulpit Paragraph” 
dating from liismarck’s Kulturkampf (Criminal Code, para. 
130a), cf. ibid., pp. 135-42, and see N. Micklcm, op. cit., p.231.

The essential incompatibility between historic Christianity and 
National Socialism in the view of Rosenberg is well illustrated by 
an article on "Weltanschauung und Glaubenslehre", published 
in Nationalsozialistische Monatshefte ix (1938), pp. 1042-9.

I have not translated the conversations with Hitler reported 
by Hermann Rauschning, Gespräche mil Hitler, New York, 
Europa Verlag, 1940, pp. 48-57; of these there is already an 
English version: Hitler spaths, London, Thornton Buttcrworth, 
»939. PP* 55-65.

Perhaps as a curiosity one may be permitted to refer to a 
"German Christian”  work, Nationalsozialismus und positives 
Christentum. Weimar, 1937 (British Museum: 391t dd 36), 
which contains a detailed comparison of Hitler with Jesus. Hitler 
possesses the capacities of sou! and mind and the distinctive 
traits of character of Luther, Goethe, Frederick the Great, and 
Bismarck rolled into one to form a model personality (p. tô t); 
Hitler is no merely national redeemer: he is a world saviour. 
"H e is the chosen of God, the champion and representative of 
true Christianity. He is in the twentieth century the saviour of

1 Cf. F. Taeschncr, Der Tolalitätsanspruch des Nationalsozialis­
mus u n d  der deutsche Katholizismus (in the scries Reich und 
Kirche), Münster, Aschtmdorff, 1934*
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a world standing on the brink of the abyss. If the world, if the 
peoples have ears to hear Hitler, then there can still be for them 
salvation and a new future; if not, then they will perish in blood 
and tears together with their religions, churches and civiliza­
tions.”  (p. 47).

Chronological Outline
In order to provide a framework within which Hitler’s views 

on the religious struggle may be set, I have included a chrono­
logical outline of the outstanding phases in the relations between 
the National Socialist Government and the Christian Churches.

I .  T h e  E v a n g e l i c a l  C h u r c h 1
1933. 3 A p r-5  Apr. Congress of German Christians held in 

Berlin: it declares for one Evangelical Church for the whole 
Reich: demands the introduction of the Fiihrcr-principlc 
into the organization of the Church and acceptance of the 
“ Aryan Paragraph".3

17 Apr., Ludwig Muller (army chaplain, born 1883), a friend 
of Hitler, visits Hitler and discusses the religious situation. 
Me reports that Hitler did not wish to start religious warfare 
and that Miiller was to sec to it that in future the religious 
struggle was not to be carried on after the manner of the 
political revolution.

1 For the German Christians and the trends of thought behind 
the movement cf. P. F. Douglass, Cod among the Germans, Phila­
delphia, University of Pennsylvania Press, 1935, pp. 87-113; 
A. S. Duncan-Jones, The Struggle for Religious Freedom in Ger­
many, London, Gollancz, 1938, pp. 32 sqq. In 1930 Dr. Wiencke 
of the Cathedral at Soldin proclaimed a faith which should combine 
the Swastika and the Cross: the Church was to support the 
Notional Socialist Movement, It was proposed to found a body of 
"Evangelical Nationalists’*. Hitler “ with his shrewd instinct for 
names and slogans”  (Duncan-Jones) said: “ Let them be called 
German Christians, because it is the soul of the people which must 
be bom again.”  I do not know the authority for this: I quote from 
Duncan-Jones, op. cit,, p. 33.

1 For the German Christian Programme cf. Duncan-Jones, op. 
cit., p 35 ; J. Hossenfelder, Unser Kampf, Berlin, Grcvemeycr, 
1933. PP- 6-7.

347



RELIGION
H e n c e f o r t h  M ü l l e r  a c ts  as H it le r ’ s  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e . '

Hitler’s appointment of M öller ran as follows* (dated 
25 Apr. 1933):

“ Inasmuch as the events of tile last few days have made 
it necessary to take a stand in relation to a series of questions 
which concern the relation of the State to the Evangelical 
Church, I appoint as my representative with full powers to 
deal with the affairs of the Evangelical Church in so  fa r  as 
these questions pertain to it Army Chaplain M üller o f 

Königsberg. He has the special commission to promote all 
efforts directed towards the creation of our Evangelical 
German National Church. Adolf Hitler.”

2 2  A p r .  A p p o in t m e n t  o f  W a lt e r  l i  o h m  o f  H a m b u r g  a s  S l a t e  

C o m m is s a r  f o r  th e  p r o v in c e  o f  M e c k l e n b u r g - S c h w e r i n  b y  

M in is t e r -  P r e s id e n t  G r a n z o w .  R is h o p  R e n d t o r l f  o f  M e c k l e n ­

b u r g - S c h w e r in  p r o te s t s .  25 A p r .  A f t e r  a  c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  

th e  R e ic h  M in i s t e r  o f  th e  I n t e r io r  th e  C o m m i s s a r  is  

w i t h d r a w n .1 * 3

23 Apr. Hermann Kapler, I’ resident of the German Church 
Federation, is authorized to carry through a reorganization 
of the constitution of the Church: with him arc associated 
Rishop Marahrens (Lutheran, Hanover) and Dr. Hesse 
(Elberfeld, Reformed). Hitler saw Kapler and repeated the 
declaration made in his speech of 23 Mar. [933.

20 May. Kapler’s Committee issues the “ Manifest of 
Loccum.’’4

23 May. Midler is appointed Schirmherr— ‘'Protector” — of the 
German Christians, He is to be sponsored as“ Rcichsbisbop’’ 
of the new Church.5

1 C. S. Mac far] .nid. The New Church and the N e tu Cennaity, 
New York, Macmillan, 1934, p. 28. For Ludwig Muller cf. 
Duncan-Joncs, op. cit., p. 43.

1 I cite the translation given in P. F. Douglass, op. cit., p. 184.
J Cf. P. F. Douglass, op. cit., pp. «82-3.
4 On this cf. II. Wcincl, D ie Deutsche Evangelische Kirche. 

Gotha, Klotz, 1933.
5 Conditions laid down by the German Christians for the future 

Rcichsbishop : (i) he must be a member of the German Christian 
Movement; (ii) he must have IIitler’9 approval and confidence, and 
also (iii) the confidence of the whole Church.
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27 May. The Manifest of Lo cairn is approved by the Church 

Federation. Dr. von Bodclschwingli accepts nomination as 
Reichsbishop.1

Möller demands appointment of himself: "the Reichs­
bishop must belong to the SA. of Jesus Christ.”  T h e 
German Christians begin a campaign alleging that the leaders 
of the Evangelical Church are hostile to National Socialism.

24 June. Dr. Rust, Rcichskultusminiaicr, appoints Dr. 
Jaeger State Commissar for Church allairs in Prussia: 
Jaeger nominates a number of sub-commissars, thus practi­
cally taking the administration of the Church out of the 
Church's hands. On this Dr. liodelschwingh retires from 
his office of Reichsbishop.

Jaeger puts the Prussian Church under police supervision, 
l'astore are dismissed as being hostile to the Government.1

Protests pour in: von Hindenburg has an interview with 
Hitler. Hitler places Church affairs in the hands of Dr. 
Frick, Minister of the Interior. T h e State Commissars are 
dismissed.

25 June, Müller appoints himself Chairman of the German 
Church Federation.

2 July. The 2 July is appointed by the General Superintendent 
of the Prussian Church as a Day of Penitence and Prayer, 
Hosscnfelder, leader of the German Christians, appointed 
by Jaeger Vice-President of the Evangelical Church Council, 
proclaims it a Day of Praise and Thanksgiving "because God 
through the intervention of the State has led the Church 
into right paths” .

7 July. Müller appointed by Jaeger head of the Church of the 
Old Prussian Union.

11-23 July. Campaign for election of a Reichsbishop,1 i.e. for 
the election of electors who will choose the members of a 
Synod to “ acclaim”  0 Reichsbishop. Candidates: Muller 
and von Bodclschwingli,

1 This nomination— in order to forestall the German Christians 
— was regarded by some os premature. Cf. Mncfarland, op. cit.,

PP- 34_s' .. „  . „
1 For letter of Otto Dibehus, General Superintendent of the 

Mark of Brandenburg, cf, Macfarlnnd, op. cn„ p. 35.
J For speech of Hess cf. Dunctm-Joncs, op. cit., p. 49.
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14. July. Law published creating the new Constitution for the 
German Evangelical Church.'

22 July, Hitler speaks on the eve of the election.
23 July. The election results in a victory for the German 

Christians.
29-30 July. Meeting of adherents of the German Faith M ove­

ment at Eisenach. They ask for legal recognition of their 
right to exist (see 13 Oct., infra).* _

Aug. The Senate nf the Prussian Church appoints M üller 
"Landcsbischof"—  Bishop of Prussia.

Elections for the Synods of the Evangelical State Churches 
to choose representatives for the General Synod.

25 Aug. Muller’s interpretation of the National Church.1 
5 Sept. Meeting of the Synod of the Evangelical Church of 

Prussia. Müller is ' ‘ acclaimed”  first hishop of Prussia: there 
would he no more synods; the Fiihrcr-principle must prevail: 
the “ Aryan Paragraph” is to be applied to all pastors. A ll 
political suspects are to be expelled from office.

The "Gospel and Church" group— the representatives of 
the section which later formed the Confessional Church—  
leaves the Synod.1

The Church Senate is entrusted with the former powers 
of the General Synod and is authorized to enact laws modi­
fying the constitution of the Church.

21 Sept, First German National Synod held at Wittenberg.

1 Text in Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i (1935), pp. 309-14; 
English translation, Macfnrland, op, cit., pp. 181—6.

1 For the German Faith Movement cf. P. F. Douglass, op. cit., 
ch. iv. For the profession of faith adopted at Eisenach cf. M. 
Bendisciolj, La Germania religiosa vel rrrD P cicli, Brescia, 1936, 
p. 69 (English translation— sec Bibliography—p. 73),

1 Translated in Macfarland, op. cit., pp. 46—7.
* For the decree of the Synod (dated 6 Sept.) sec the translation 

in Macfnrland, op. cit., pp. 71-2; translation of the protest of the 
“ Gospel and Church”  Group, ibid., pp. 73-4. For the application 
of the “ Aryan Paragraph”  see the protest of Berlin pastors, ibid., 
pp. 69-71, the unanimous and explicit statement against its appli­
cation to the Church by the Theological Faculty of the University 
of Marburg (translated ibid,, pp. 187-91). That of the Theological 
Faculty of the University of Erlangen (translated ibid., pp. 192-3) 
was neither unanimous nor definite. See further ibid., pp. 74-5.
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27 Sept. Müller chosen as Reichsbishop by the Synod: he 
appoints his Spiritual Ministry which is charged with the 
re-codification of Church Law.

Muller's final word at the Synod: “ The political Church 
struggle is over, the struggle for the soul of the people now 
begins.” 1

13 Oct. Decree of I less (see p. 378), National Socialists need not 
belong to any religious confession, (sec 29-30 July, supra.)

13 Nov. German Christian Demonstration in the Sportpalast, 
Berlin, under chairmanship of Bishop Hossenfcldcr. Krause, 
a layman, creates a sensation by his speech. The Old Testa­
ment to be abandoned, the New Testament revised: a 
radical revision must be made of the whole theology of the 
Rabbi Paul, &c.— The unity of the German Christians is 
broken: before the storm of protest Müller capitulates: 
Krause is deprived of office. The Pfarrcrnolbund— the 
Pastors’ Emergency League— is formed out of which grew 
the Confessional Church.

16 Nov. The National Synod suspends all acts of provincial 
synods (which means that the application of the "Aryan 
Paragraph” to the Church is suspended: cf. 5 Sept, above).

19 Nov. The pastors of the Emergency League read from 
their pulpits a protest against the Church Government: it 
had failed to defend the faith.

General controversy aroused: Evangelical Church leaders 
declare against Hossenfelder.

4 Dec. Muller forbids pastors to belong to ecclesiastical parties, 
leagues, or groups.

19 Dec. Müller on his own responsibility hands over the 
whole Evangelical Youth Movement— the Evangelische 
Jugend Deutschlands under Erich Stange— to Baldur von 
Schirach: its members— more than 700,000 in 1933— become 
part of the Hitler Youth.1 Ultimatum of Bishops Meiser 
(Bavaria) and Würm (Württemberg): in the absence of a 
theological member in the Spiritual Ministry as required by

1 F o r  th e  " B i s h o p  C o n t r o v e r s y ”  c f .  D u n c a n - J o n c s ,  o p . c i t . ,  

p p .  5 2 - 6 .
1 F o r  th e  s ig n ific a n c e  o f  th is  s te p  c f .  D u n c a n - J o n e s , ib id . ,  p p .  

6 1 - 7 ,  a n d  se e  P . F .  D o u g la s s , o p . c it . ,  p p . I 44" 7S>
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A r t i d e  7  o f  th e  C o n s t i t u t io n  th e  p o s it io n  o f  t h e  R e i c h s b i s h o p  

a n d  th e  a c ts  o f  t h e  S p ir i t u a l  M in is t r y  a re  i l le g a l .

1 9 3 4 . 4  J a n . M ü l l e r  a n n u ls  t h e  o r d e r  o f  16  N o v . ,  t h u s  r e i m p o s i n g  

o n  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  P r u s s ia  th e  “ A r y a n  P a r a g r a p h ”  a n d  b y  t h e  

s o - c a i l c d  “ M u z z l i n g  O r d e r ”  fo r b id s  p a s to r s  to  in t r o d u c e  in t o  

t h e i r  s e r m o n s  r e f e r e n c e s  to  t h e  C h u r c h  c o n t r o v e r s y  o r  to  
p u b l i s h  b o o k s  o r  p a m p h le t s  o n  t h e  s u b je c t  u n d e r  p e n a l t y  o f  

s u s p e n s io n  a n d  lo s s  o f  o n e - t h ir d  o f  th e ir  in c o m e .

7  J a n . P r o t e s t  o f  th e  P a s t o r s ’ E m e r g e n c y  L e a g u e ,  d r a w n  u p  

a t  H a lle ,  r e a d  in  p u l p i t s . 1
»3 J a n . R u s t  e x t e n d s  M u z z l i n g  O r d e r  to  th e  G e r m a n  u n i ­

v e r s it ie s .

2 5  J a n . [ H in d e n b u r g  w a s  u n d e r s t o o d  to  h a v e  a p p e a le d  to  

H it le r .]  M e e t i n g  o f  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  C h u r c h  o p p o s i t io n  

w i t h  H i t l e r  t o g e th e r  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  o f  th e  G e r m a n  

C h r is t ia n s  le d  b y  M ü l l e r ,  E r ic k ,  M in is t e r  o f  t h e  I n t e r io r ,  

p r e s id in g .  G o c r i n g  in t e r v e n e s :  th e  S e c r e t  P o l ic e  r e p o r t  

r e m a r k s  m a d e  b y  N ie m o lle r  in  a  te le p h o n e  c o n v e r s a t io n  

w h i c h  a r c  in t e r p r e t e d  a s  s i g n i f y i n g  h o s t i l i t y  t o  t h e  S t a t e .  

T h e  B is h o p s  c a p itu la te ,  a n d  o n  2 7  J a n . d e c la r e  t h e m s e lv e s  

t o  b e  in  a g r e e m e n t  w it h  M ü l le r  a n d  p r o m is e  to  r e s is t  th e  

O p p o s it io n  in  th e ir  r e je c t io n  o f  M u l l e r 's  o r d e r s .1

T h e  e a r ly  m o n th s  o f  1 9 3 4  a re  m a r k e d  b y  th e  r is e  o f  a  f r e e  

S y n o d ic a l  M o v e m e n t :  3 - 4  J a n ., S y n o d  a t B a r m e n  ( r e p u d ia t e s  

th e  a u t h o r it y  o f  a n y  e c c le s ia s t ic a l F ü h r e r ) ;  1 9  F e b . ,  S y n o d  

in  th e  R h in e la n d  ( a d o p ts  B a rm e n  s t a t e m e n t ) ;  M a r c h ,  S y n o d  

o f  B e r l in - B r a n d e n b u r g ,  5 A p r . ,  S y n o d  a t  D o r t m u n d  ( W e s t ­

p h a lia )  c la im s  to  b e  th e  c o n s t itu t io n a l C h u r c h  o f  W e s t p h a l i a :  

u n d e r  K o c h  a “ C o n f e s s io n a l”  C h u r c h  f o r m e d .

M a r c h .  I n t e r v ie w  o f  M e i s e r  a n d  W ü r m  w it h  H it le r .  T h e  

b is h o p s  r e v o k e  th e ir  d e c la r a t io n  o f  s u b m is s io n  o f  2 7  J a n .

13  A p r .  M ü l le r  a n n u ls  o r d e r s  o f  4  Ja n .

1 E x tr a c t  tr a n s la te d  in  B c n d is c io li ,  o p . c it . ,  p p . 1 0 6 - 7 .  E n g l is h  

tr a n s la tio n — se e  B ib l io g r a p h y — p . 97 .
1 T h e  a c c o u n t  o f  th is  m e e tin g  g iv e n  in  D u h m , Der Kampf um 

die deutsche Kirche, v i i i ,  p p . 295 s q q .,  is n o t a c c e s s ib le  to  m e .  T h e  
B is h o p ’s  d e c la r a t io n  is tr a n s la te d  in  B c n d is c io li ,  o p . c it . ,  p .  10 8 . 
F o r  th e  c o n fe r e n c e  c f .  D u n c a n -J o n e s , o p . c it . ,  p p . 7 0 - 1  ; G .  N .  

S h u s te r ,  Like a Mighty Army (see  B ib lio g r a p h y ) ,  p p . 1 2 1 - 3 .
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19 Apr. Jaeger appointed Legal Member of the Spiritual 
Ministry and head of the Church Chancery.

Müller proceeds with the incorporation or other churches 
in the Rcichskirchc, and attacks the Church in Württemberg.

33 Apr. Conference at Ulnt. The Confessional pastors declare 
themselves to be the constitutional “ Evangelical Church of 
Germany".

29-31 May. Confessional Synod of the Evangelical Church of 
Germany held at Barmen. The “ Council of Brethren“  
created.

i S  J u ly .  H it le r  in te r v ie w s  J a e g e r  a n d  M ü l l e r :  o u t  o f  28  

c h u r c h e s  22 w e r e  a lr e a d y  m e r g e d  in  th e  R c ic h s k ir c h c .

9  A u g .  M ü l l e r  s u m m o n s  t h e  S e c o n d  N a t io n a l  S y n o d  in 

B e r l in .  T h e  S y n o d  tr a n s fe r s  its  p o w e r s  to  M ü l l e r  a n d  e n a c ts  

a f o r m  o f  o a th  f o r  a ll p a s to r s  a n d  c h u r c h  o ff ic ia ls  im p o s in g  

a n  o b lig a t io n  t o  a c c e p t  c o n s c ie n t io u s ly  a ll th e  o r d e r s  o f  th e  

G e r m a n  E v a n g e l ic a l  C h u r c h . 1 T h e  S y n o d  “ le g a l iz e s ”  th e  

in c o r p o r a t io n  o f  th e  C h u r c h e s  o f  H a n o v e r ,  W ü r t t e m b e r g ,  

a n d  B a v a r ia .

Sept. P o p u la r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  b is h o p s  o f  W ü r t t e m b e r g  a n d  
B a v a r ia  p r e v e n t s  th e  in c o r p o r a t io n  o f  th e ir  c h u r c h e s ,3

19  S e p t .  M ü l l e r  s p e a k s  a t  H a n o v e r :  th e  g o a l  w a s  0 G e r m a n  

N a t io n a l  C h u r c h  fr e e  f r o m  R o m e . “ H it le r  h a d  s a id  t h a t  h e  

h a d  n o  d e s ir e  to  m a k e  th e  s l ig h t e s t  a t t e m p t  t o  t o u c h  th e  

in n e r m o s t  c o r e  o f  t h e  E v a n g e l ic a l  C h u r c h .  W it h in  th e  

C h u r c h  ( imi Innern der Kirche) i t s  o w n  r ig h ts  s t il l  s to o d .* ’ 1
23 Sept, Sleeting of the National Synod. Installation of 

Millier as Rciclisbishop.-*
N e w  a tta c k  o n  th e  C h u r c h e s  o f  W ü r t t e m b e r g  a n d  B a v a r ia .

2 0  O c t .  C o n f e s s io n a l  S y n o d  « t D a h le m .  C o u n c i l  o f  B r e th r e n  

f o r m e d  t o  le a d  E v a n g e lic a l  C h u r c h  w it h  a n  e x e c u t i v e  I n n e r  

C o u n c i l . 1

1 F o r  f o r m  o f  o a th  see  tr a n s la tio n  in  G .  N .  S h u s te r ,  o p . c i t . ,

P- 137- , . „
3 See Duncao-Jones, op. cit., pp. 84 sqq.
'  F .Z ., 20 Sept, 1934.
4 The protest of the Confessional Synod is translated in the 

New York Timet Of 24 Sept. 1934.
s T h e  D a h le m  P r o t e s t  is tr a n s la te d  in  th e  N e w  York Timet o f  

a t  O c t .  19 3 4  a n d  in  B c n d is c io li ,  o p . c i t . ,  p p . 1 2 6 -8 , E n g l is h  t r a n s la ­

t io n , p p . 1 1 4 - 1 5 *
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2Û O c t .  ja e g e r  re s ig n s  f r o m  h is  “ C h u r c h  p o l i t ic a l  f u n c t i o n s  .

M id ie r  a p p o in ts  a  C o u n c i l  o f  B is h o p s  in  J a e g e r ’s  p la c e .

2S O c t .  T h e  C o u r t  d e c la r e s  nil a c ts  o f  J a e g e r  in  B a v a r ia  t o  h a v e  

B een  ille g a l.
^o O c t .  I n t e r v ie w  o f  b is h o p s  w it h  H it le r :  " h e  to o k  n o  f u r t h e r  

in te r e s t  in  th e  d is p u t e  a n d  w o u ld  le a v e  t h e  C h u r c h  to  d e a l  

w ith  its  o w n  p r o b le m s .”
6 - 7  N 'ov. T w o  d e c r e e s  p u b l is h e d  b y  F r ic k  p r o h ib i t in g  f u r t h e r  

d is c u s s io n  o f  C h u r c h  q u e s t io n  in  th e  P r e s s ,  in p a m p h l e t s ,  o r  

in h o o k s .
S N o v . G r e a t  C o n f e s s io n a l  d e m o n s tr a t io n  in  B e r lin  d e m a n d s  

d ie  rcsiu n n tio n  o f  M ü l l e r .  i S  N o v .  M u l l e r  r e fu s e s  t o  r e s ig n .  

22 N o v , " P r o v is io n a l  C h u r c h  G o v e r n m e n t ”  f o r m e d  f o r  th e  

C o n fe s s io n a l C h u r c h .
25 N o v . M ü lle r  r e s c in d s  a ll o r d e r s  is s u e d  s in c e  J a n u a r y .

26  N o v . K a r l  B a r th  s u s p e n d e d  o n  r e f u s a l  to  ta k e  o a t h ;  2 1  I3e c .
D is m is s a l o f  B a rth  b y  d is c ip l in a r y  C o u r t  o n  a c t io n  b y  R u s t ,  

K u ltu s m in is te r . F in a l d is m is s a l J u n e  1 9 3 5  (c f . The Observer, 
30 J u n e  19 3 5 ). . . .  . .

D e e . F r ic k  re is su e s  v e to  o n  a n y  p u b l ic  d is c u s s io n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  

q u e s t io n s .1
19 3 5 , Jan . M ü lle r  is s u m m o n e d  to  a n  in t e r v ie w  w it h  H i t l e r .  

M ille r  ( a c c o r d in g  to  d i e  Daily Telegrafili, 12  J a n . 1 9 3 5 )  t o l d  

M u lle r  th a t he  m ig h t  r e g a r d  h im s e lf  as s t ill  e n j o y i n g  h is  

c o n fid e n c e , b u t th at h e  m u s t  r e s to r e  o r d e r  in  t h e  C h u r c h  

w ith o u t th e  a p p o in tm e n t  o f  a  S ta t e  C o m m is s io n e r .

F e b . G e r m a n  C h r is t ia n s  r e v o lt  a g a in s t  M ü lle r .

2 7  F e b . M id le r  h as in t e r v ie w  w it h  H it le r  a t B e r c h t e s g a d e n .  

It is su g g e s te d  th at o n e  o f  th e  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  R e ic h  C a b i n e t  

sh o u ld  h e  a p p o in te d  Minister in ecaugelieitr T h e  " P r o ­
v is io n a l G o v e r n m e n t "  o f  th e  C h u r c h  p r o te s t s  a g a in s t  th e  

n e w  p a g a n is m .
i t  M a r . L a w  p u b lis h e d  c r e a t in g  s p e c ia l  d e p a r tm e n ts  f o r  th e  

m a n a g e m e n t o f  th e  f in a n c e  o f  th e  C h u r c h  in  P r u s s ia .1 R u s t  
o r d e rs  p ro fe s so rs  a n d  le c t u r e r s  o f  T h e o lo g i c a l  F a c u l t i e s  in  

U n iv e r s it ie s  to  ta k e  n o  s id e  p u b l ic ly  in  th e  C h u r c h  d i s p u t e . 4

! S . ’ ^ and Daily Telegraph for 4 Dee. 1934.
The Times, t M a r . 1935.

1 Sec W, Moche, Die Gesetzgebung des Kabinetts Hitler, Heft ta 
U 935). pp. 701-3. < Sec F.Z., tû Mar., 1935.
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A r r e s t  o f  o v e r  7 0 0  P r u s s ia n  p a s to r s .'

28 M a r ,  F ir s t  p a s to r  s e n t  to  a  C o n c e n t r a t io n  C a m p  ( D a c h a u )

A p r .  S t a t e  g r a n t s  a re  w it h d r a w n  in  B a d e n  ( t h e  f ir s t  e a s e ) .1

10  A p r .  T h e  P r o v is io n a l  C h u r c h  A d m in is t r a t io n  a p p e a ls  to  

H i t l e r .5

zfi A p r .  G r e a t  G e r m a n  F a it h  m e e t in g  in  th e  S p o r t p a la s t ,  

B e r l in .  " G o d  h a s  r e v e a le d  H i m s e l f  to  u s  t h r o u g h  A d o l f  

H i t l e r ."

2 7  A p r .  W ü r t t e m b e r g  p a s to r s  s e n d  te le g r a m  to  H it le r  p r o ­

t e s t in g  a g a in s t  th e  n e w  p a g a n is m .'

14  M a y .  S p e e c h  b y  H e s s  in  S t o c k h o lm  ( fo r  h is  t r a v e s t y  o f  th e  

r e l ig io u s  s i tu a t io n  s e c  R . H e s s , Redett, M u n i c h ,  E h e r ,  19 3 8 , 

p . 1 1 1 ) .
2 J u n e . F r ic k  s a y s :  " T h e  C h u r c h  c o n f l ic t  c a n  n o  m o r e  b e  

s e t t le d  w it h  th e  p o l ic e m a n ’s  t r u n c h e o n  th a n  th e  J e w is h  

q u e s t io n  c a n  b e  s e t t le d  b y  s m a s h e d  w i n d o w s .”

4  J u n e . T h i r d  C o n f e s s io n a l  S y n o d  a t A u g s b u r g .

2fi J u n e .  T h e  C o u r t s  h a v in g  in  m a n y  c a s e s  u p h e ld  th e  p r o te s t s  

o f  th e  C h u r c h ,  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  w it h d r a w s  C h u r e h  q u e s t io n s  

f r o m  t h e  o r d in a r y  c o u r t s  a n d  m a k e s  a ll le g a l q u e s t io n s  s u b ­

j e c t  ( w i t h o u t  th e  r ig h t  o f  a p p e a l)  t o  th e  d e c is io n  o f  a  B u r e a u  

o f  th e  M in is t r y  o f  th e  I n te r io r .*

it) J u ly .  C r e a t io n  o f  a  R e ic h  M in is t r y  fo r  C h u r c h  A f f a ir s .  

A p p o in t m e n t  o f  K e r r i  a s  m in is te r .6

4  A u g .  K e r r i  a p p o in t s  h i m s e lf  b e a d  o f  th e  n e w  le g a l  b u r e a u  

(liïscitliifistflle in kirchlichen Rechtsangclcgciiheiten). S e e  

26  J u n e .
2 4  S e p t .  P r u s s ia n  C o n f e s s io n a l  S y n o d  m e e ts  in  B e r lin .  S ta h n  

w h o  r e p r e s e n te d  K e r r i  th r e a t e n s  “ s w i f t  a n d  s t e m  m e a s u r e s " .  

T h e  S y n o d  r e je c ts  th e  le g a l b u r e a u  a n d  d e fe n d s  J e w is h  

m e m b e r s h ip  o f  C h u r c h e s .

1 F o r  a c c o u n t s  o f  a rre s ts  a t  th is  tim e  c f , ,  e .g . ,  The Times, 8, i o ,  
1 1 A p r .  ; M.G.. 1 7  A p r . ;  The Times, 18 , 22, 24  A p r . ; M.G. 24 , 2 7  
A p r . ;  The Times, 29, 3 0  A p r . ;  M.G. 4 M a y ;  F.Z., 10  M a y ;  The 
Times, 25 M a y ;  M.G., 2 5 , 2 7  M a y  19 3 5 .

1 Sec F.Z., 9 Apr. 1935.
3 Duncan-Jones, op. cit., p. 135.
4 M.G., 2 9  A p r .  T935.
* F o r  t e x t  «ee F.Z., 28  J u n e , a n d  c f. The Times o f  2 8 , 2 9  J u n e  

10 J u ly  1935- ( T e x t  in F.Z. a n d  V.S., 20 J u ly  1935.
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24 S e p t .  P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  L a w  f o r  th e  S a f e g u a r d i n g  o f  th e  

G e r m a n  E v a n g e l ic a l  C h u r c h . 1

K e r r i ’ s p la n  to  p r o c e e d  t h r o u g h  C h u r c h  C o m m it t e e s .

14 O c t .  F o r m a t i o n  o f  th e  R e i c h ’ s  C h u r c h  C o m m i t t e e :  a t  its  

h e a d  D r .  Z o c l i n e r . 2 T h e  a ff ir m a tio n  o f  th e  C o m m i t t e e :  

" W e  a ff ir m  t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c ia l is t  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  p e o p le  

o n  th e  b a s is  o f  R a c e ,  B lo o d  a n d  S o i l . ”

T h e  C o n f e s s i o n a l  S y n o d  r e fu s e s  to  a c k n o w le d g e  th e  n e w  

C h u r c h  C o m m i t t e e . 3
2 5  O c t .  P r o p a g a n d a  M i n i s t r y  im p o s e s  a c e n s o r s h ip  b e f o r e  

p u b lic a t io n  o n  a l l  C h u r c h  p e r io d ic a ls .
" H i t l e r  a c t i n g  a t  th e  w is h  o f  D r .  S c h a c h t  ( P r e s id e n t  o f  

th e  R e ic h s b a n k )  h a s  h a d  c o u n t r y  a n d  d is t r ic t  le a d e r s  a d v is e d  

th a t  ‘ H i t l e r  w i l l  le a d  th e  P a r t y  a lo n g  t h e  p a th  o f  p o s i t i v e  

C h r is t ia n i t y  a n d  n o t  a lo n g  th e  f a ls e  p a th  o f  a n t i - C h r is t ia n  

d o c t r in e ’ . "  S ta t e m e n t  is s u e d  b y  K e r r i .*

N o v . S e c r e t  P o l i c e  p r o h ib it  t h e  in a u g u r a t io n  o f  t w o  c o l le g e s  

fo r  r e f o r m e d  t h e o lo g y .5
R e g io n a l C h u r c h  C o m m it t e e s  c o n t in u e  t o  b e  f o r m e d .6

2 7  N o v .  K e r r i  h a s  a n  in t e r v ie w  w it h  H it le r .
28 N o v .  T h e  t r u s t  fu n d s  o f  t h e  C o n f e s s io n a l  C h u r c h  c o n f is ­

c a te d , K e r r i  th r e a t e n s  to  d is s o lv e  th e  C o n f e s s io n a l  o r g a n i z a ­

tio n ,
30 N o v . C e n s o r s h ip  b e f o r e  p u b lic a t io n  im p o s e d  o n  a ll w r i t in g s  

o r  p ic tu r e  m a t e r ia l  m u lt ig r a p h e d  f o r  d is t r ib u t io n  ( c f .  2 8  O c t .  

19 3 5 ). O r d e r  o f  K e r r i  th r o u g h  p o lic e .

1 T e x t  in F . Z . ,  29  S e p t ,  19 3 5  o r  in  D o k u m en te  d er  d eu tsch en  
P o litik , iii ( 1 9 3 7 ) , p p . 2 6 5 -6 . T r a n s la t io n  in  T h e  T im es, 30 S e p t .  

1935­
'  C o m p o s itio n  o f  R e i c h ’s C h u r c h  C o m m it t e e :  se e  F . Z . ,  1 6  O c t . ,  

an d  T h e  Tim es o f  th e  sa m e  d ate .
3 F o r  s p e e ch e s  o f  K e r r i  at th is  t im e  se e  (i)  s p e e c h  to  th e  P r e s s ,  

F .Z .  an d  V .B .  o f  18  O c t .  1 9 3 5 ; ( ii)  s p e e c h  ( 1 6  O c t .)  b e fo r e  th e  
W irtschajtsrat o f  th e  D e u tsc h e  A k a d e m ie  on  N a tio n a l S o c ia l is m  a n d  
F a ith , V .B .,  18 O c t .  19 3 5 , o r  D o k u m en te  d er deutschen  P o l i t ik ,  iiî, 
PP 2 6 7 -7 0 ;  (iii) a t  L i m b u r g ,  F . Z . ,  29 O c t .  1 9 3 5 .

* C f .  New Tor/{ T im es, 29  O c t. 1 9 3 5 .
5 S e e  T h e  T im e s, 2 , 5 , 9 , 11  N o v ,  19 3 5 .
6 C f . ,  e .g .,  F . Z . ,  8 N o v .  1935 ( C h u r c h  o f  N a s s a u - H e s s e ) ;  F . Z . ,  

2 7  N o v . 1935 ( S a x o n y ) ;  F . Z . ,  29 N o v .  S e e  in  F . Z . ,  29 N o v .  1 9 3 5  
an a rtic le  on  th e  f o r m  a n d  fu n c t io n s  o f  th ese  C h u r c h  C o m m itt e e s  

a n d  c f. F .Z . ,  13 D e e ,  19 3 5 .

R E L I G I O N

3 5 6



RELIGION
2 Dec. All esecutivi* or administrative functions on the paît 

of Church associations or groups is prohibited.* This order 
gives Kerri dictatorial powers.

4 Dee. Protest of Berlin-Brandenburg Confessional Synod. 
N'ietniiller forbidden to speak anywhere in the Reich,

Kerri through the police threatens that defiance, if per­
sisted in, will lead to charges of Itigli treason.

6 Dee. Marahrens (Hanover) declares for Kerri and deserts 
the Confessional Church.

20 Dec. Where administrations have been formed under the 
law of 24 Sept. 1935 the Provisional Government and Coun­
cils of Brethren of the Confessional Church arc forbidden 
(save for the Rhineland and Westphalia).'

193ft. 19 Jan. Nicmollcr publishes his pamphlet Die Staatskirche 
ist da: it is confiscated by the police. -

21 Jan. Kerri speaks in Hanover. Hitler and Jesus.1
14 Feb. Formation by the Reich's Church Committee of a 

new appeal court in disciplinary cases.*
17 Feb. Reich Confessional Synod meets at Oeynhausen, 

The protest against the Committees breaks up the unity of 
the Provisional Church Administration. New Council of 
Brethren and Esecutive Committee appointed.

13 Mar. The to-format ion of tiie Confessional executive: 
Bavaria, Württemberg, and Hanover not represented.5

22 Mat. "Lutheran Church of Germany” formed: Council 
and executive appointed (Bavaria, Württemberg, Hanover, 
Saxony, and Mecklenburg).

Reventlow leaves German Faith Movement "for National 
Socialist reasons and religious motives“ ;6 Hauer also re­
signs.*1 Müller joins Movement for a single National Church

1 Text in F.Z. or V.B., 3 Dee. 1935. For Kerri’s address to 
the Press sec V .B., 3 Dee. 1935. For comment on the order see 
F.Z., 4 Dee. 1935. and cf. The Times, 4 Dee. 1935.

' Cf. F.Z.., 24. 25 Dee. Berliner Tageblatt, az Dec. 1935 for 
Studies of the religious situation, Test of order F.Z., 21 Dee. I93S-

1 See F.Z., 22 Jan. 1936.
* On this court cf. F.Z., 15, 27 Feb., 14, 30 May, 23 July 1936; 

10 Jan. 1937.
1 Cf. Neto York Times, 14 Mar. 193Ó.
f' F .Z . 27 Mar. 1936. T F.Z., 10 Apr. 193Ó
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combining l'io  Lo, la ut s and Catholics1 and rewrites the Ser­
mon on the Mount.-

End of April: Conciliatory measures adopted "at the wish of 
the Führer in view of the election results” .1 * 3 [Parishes from 
which pastors had been expelled had returned a dispropor­
tionate number of "N oes” at the plebiscite.]

May. The new Provisional Government of the Confessional 
Church addresses a direct appeal to Hitler on the su b ject o f 

the new paganism.
15 May. Hess forbids higher National Socialist officials to 

hold office in any church body or religious organization.4 * *
June. Olympic Games: peace in the Church struggle.
July. The Confessional Memorandum sent in May to Hiller is 

published in the foreign press after a police raid on the 
offices of the Confessional Church.*

Aug. Confessional Protest against the new paganism is read 
from Confessional pulpits/’

Dec. The Reich’s Church Committee protests against the new 
paganism. (First protest of the bishops following Kerr!,)7 *

National Socialist Teachers’ Union forbids to teachers 
membership of any religious association.9

Hitler from Uerchtcsgaden issues a warning against the 
new paganism.9

The Prussian Confessional Synod demands the immediate 
resignation of Kerri’s administration.10

1937. I Jan. Confessional Manifesto read in churches protests 
against order excluding from the German universities 
students attending Confessional Church training courses.

RELIGION

1 F.Z., 23 Apr. 193A.
1 The Times, 8 Apr. 1936; L. Müller, Deutsche Gultcstvorle, 

Weimar, Verlag Deutsche Christen, 1936.
1 Cf. The Times, 27 Apr. 193O.
4 New York Times, 16 May 1936.
s Extracts from the Memorandum translated in M .G ., 5 Aug.

1936.
4 Translated text in New York Times, 23 Aug. 1936; cf. The 

Times, 24 Aug. 1936.
’ New York Times, 9 Dec. 1936.
9 New York Times, 15 Dec. 1936.

10 New York Times, 23 Dec. 1936.
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RELIGION
9 Jan. The Reich's Church Committee announces the arrest of 

nine Lübeck pastors by the Secret Police.
Feb. Dr. Zocllncr prevented by Secret Police From visiting 

pastors in Lübeck.
13 Feb. Resignation of the Reich's Church Committee.1
14 Feb. It is announced that a decree will be published.1
15 Feb. Kerri reports to Hitler in Rerchtesgadcn.

Hitler intervenes and orders a free election by the Church.1
A semi-official statement is issued that Reich authorities 

will exercise no influence on the forthcoming Synod elections.
[For Kerri's speech to members of the provincial Church 

Committees before Hitler's intervention cf. Nei» York Times, 
21 Feb. 1937: "T h e primacy of the State must be acknow­
ledged in the Church as well. The principles of this State—  
race, blood and soil— arc taboo (sacrosanct) for the Church 
as well." "T h e Church must be cleansed of scoundrels and 
Jewish-bom pastors." Cf. The Times, tû Mar. 1937: Hitler 
as "the bearer of a new revelation". Kerri denied that he 
had characterized as "ridiculous" the belief in Christ as the 
Son of God.]

The result of Hitler’s intervention was the restoration of 
Evangelical unity of action: Lutherans rejoin Confessionals.

22 Feb. Interview of Kerri with Hitler.
2(1 Feb. The Confessional Synod states its conditions for pro­

cedure at the election.
Frick and Kerri forbid publication of the names of those 

leaving the Church.
2 Mar. Dibelius protests against Kerri's speech,

Hitler hands over to Frick the framing of regulations for 
the conduct of the election.

20 Mar. As an interim arrangement between 13 Feb. and the 
election the whole administration of the Evangelical Church

’ For the Committee's letter of protest cf. Netu York Times, 
26 Feb. 1937. ■

1 For the form of Kerri’s intended decree cf. The Times, 19 
Feb. 1 9 3 7­

1 Text: Berliner Tageblatt, t(i Feb, 1937; translation, Daily 
Telegraph, 16 Feb. 1937. For the National Socialist view of Hitler’s 
action cf. an article in the V.B. for 17 Feb. 1937, and sec also 
F .Z ., ai Feb. 1937.
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is delegated to Dr. Werner, head of the Church Chancery 
(see i i  Dec. 1937).

Apr. Conference of leading German Christians at Oberhausen: 
its statement declares that “ Hitler’s word is God's law and 
thus has Divine authority in the shape of decrees and laws” .1 

6 Apr. Lutherans and Confessionals appoint a new Interim 
Reich Church administration.

20 Apr. Mulis is appointed as Secretary of State in Ministry 
for Church Affairs. Increasingly he determines policy.

30 May. National Confessional Synod issues instructions to 
pastors.1

June. Frick makes it a crime to contribute money to the C on­
fessionals or to any organization not approved by Kerri.J

Progressive reduction of State subsidies to Church 
announced in Bavaria.

25 June. All Church finances throughout tile Reich arc placed 
under Kerri.■*

I July. Niemöller arrested.
5-6 July. Conference of Lutherans and Confessionals meets 

at Cassel and draws up an appeal to the State asking for a 
personal hearing: a common declaration is read in the 
churches oil 11 July.

[The Oecumenical Conference held at Oxford.]
29 Aug. Message from Confessional leadership read in 

churches: announces that the appeal to the State had 
remained unanswered.1

17 Oct. Prussian Superior Court decides that the Confessional 
Church is no longer legally part of the German Evangelical 
Church.

7 Nov, Lutheran and Confessional protest (signed by 96 
pastors) against Rosenberg is not read in churches since 
Goebbels had threatened that pastors would be brought 
before the People’s Court on charge of treason. Concluding 
paragraph ran: “ If Herr Hitler fails to give a guarantee of 

1 Daily Telegraph, 10 Apr. 1937. For Niemöllcr’s protest cf. 
eidisposi, 27 May 1937.
1 See translation in Neio York Times, 31 May 1937.
» Text, F.Z., 17 June 1937. 4 Cf. F.Z., I ,  2 July 1937.

Cf. New York Times, 29 Aug.; The Times and M.G., 30 Aug.

RELIGION

1937'
360

 

 

 



RELIGION
the freedom of belief, then our faith in the Führer will 
crumble."'

Army chaplains send a petition to Hitler.1
11 Dee. Kerri’s order delegating the powers of the State 

administration of the Church to Werner (see 20 Mar. 1937).1
(Kerri in speeches at Fulda (23 Nov.) and at Hagen 

(30 Nov,) suggests the gradual withdrawing from the Church 
of all State subsidies.* On the article in Das Schwarze Corps 
(organ of the SS.) of S Dee. see The Times, 9 Dee. 1937.]

193S. Feb. Secret Circular Letter issued by Cultural Education 
Department: "T h e world in which we l ive. . .  is no business 
whatever of the Churches. In these affairs only National 
Socialism 0011015.” ’

2 Mar. Sentence passed on Nicmöllcr: he is released but is 
immediately taken into "protective custody" by the Secret 
Police and is held in a concentration camp (on the trial cf. 
Duncan-Jones, op. cit., pp. 149-54).

Apr. The Civil Servants’ Oath to be taken by the clergy by 
31 May. A long controversy follows this order:4 does it 
imply the recognition of National Socialist ideology t1

July. Time-limit for taking 0.1th extended to 30 Sept.
Sept. [Munich Crisis.] Confessionals issue a form o f prayer 

for peace to be used in churches on 30 Sept.
29 Oct. Lutheran bishops summoned before Kerri: Confes­

sional form of prayer is said to be treasonable {Landesverrat). 
Negotiations in progress for confining the traitors in a 
concentration camp, bishops ordered to sign a declaration 
condemning the Confessionals. The Bishops (Marahrens, 
Wurm, and Meiser) sign the declaration. The salaries of 
the Confessionals are stopped.*
Cited from the Daily Herald, 8 Nov. 1937.

; See Nati York Times, 9 Nov. 1937, and translation in New 
Yurh Times, 28 Nov. 1937, and cf. Mackonscn’s speech reported in 

Le Temps, 7 Mm . 1937 : "L e vrai soldat allemand doit Être chrétien.”
* Text, F.Z., 12 Dec. 1937*
* F.Z., 25 Nov. 1937 and 3 Dec. 1937.
J Sunday Times, 2 7  Fcb. 1938.
4 Form of oath given in F.Z., aç May 1938.
1 Cf. M .G., 30 May 1938­
* For translations of documents cf. Documents 0/ site German 

Church S i niggle, rp jS -jp , cd. D. F. Buxton, published by The

 



1939. Fcb. Hess forbids Party officials to take any part in 

Church affairs.'
i8“ 2i Mar. Werner issues four decrees.:

(i) Consistories empowered to transfer pastors to other 
parishes against their will,

(ii) Abolishes the right of a parish to choose its awn,, 
minister.

(tii) Gives to minorities in a parish the right to demand the 
use of ctlurch premises.

(iv) Introduces Leadership Principle by giving dictatorial 
powers to the President of the Consistory,1 

28 May. Confessional protest read in churches: legality of 
Werner's decrees denied,

11 June. Appeal of Confessionals to all Evangelical pastors to 
declare themselves either for the Confessional Church or for 
the German Christian Movement.

July. Theological schools o f the Universities o f Heidelberg, 
Leipzig, and Rostock dosed by Rust.

I I .  T h e  R o m a n  C a t u o m c  C h u r c h

1933. tS Feb. Germania and Other Catholic journals (tempo­
rarily) suspended.

13 Mar. Editor in chief of the Münchener A'curde Nachrichten 
arrested ; offices of the Kölnische Zeitung occupied by SA. 
and three of the staff arrested. Other Catholic newspapers 
suppressed.

23 Mar. The Centrum— the Catholic Centre Party— votes for 
the Enabling Bill {Ermächtigungsgesetz).

2S Mar. At an episcopal Conference al Fulda tilt bishops for­
mally raise the ecclesiastical ban on National Socialism.1 

6 May. Dr. Brüning succeeds Kans as leader of the Centrum 
with power to reorganize the Party.

Friends of Europe (=  War Time Series: “ The Europe of T o ­
morrow," No. 4/5).

1 Daily Telegraph, 1 Mar. 1939.
: Two further orders were issued on 13 Apr.: a disciplinary 

order and an order whereby all Church officials (not clergy) arc to 
be treated as civil servants and will therefore be subject to the 
"Aryan Paragraph” . F.Z. 20 Apr. 1939,

1 Cf. G. N. Shuster, U k e  a Mighty Army, New York and 
London, Century Co., 1935, pp. 186-7.
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22 June. Dr. Ley siales that the Catholic Workers' Associations 

anti similar organizations are to be regarded as enemies of 
the State.

End of June. By this time ali^thejleadcrsjif the Bavarian 
People's Party were in prison.

i July. The Sterilization Law approved by the Cabinet.
4 July. Bavarian People’s Party dissolves itself.
5 July. The Centre Party dissolves itself.'
18 July. Some Catholic organizations (e.g. The People’s Asso­

ciation for Catholic Germany, The Peace-Fellowship of 
German Catholics) go into voluntary liquidation.

2o July. The Concordat signed.
25 July. The Sterilization Law published.
Aug. A number of Catholic journals suppressed.
to Sept. The Vatican ratifies the Concordat.
to Oct. Agreement by the Government that Catholic Youth 

Associations should act in co-operation with the Hitler 
Youth: no pressure should be put upon members to join 
the Hitler Youth.

Dec. Cardinal Faul halier's sermons preached in Munich 
during Advent.*

1934. 24 Jan. Rosenberg appointed as Director of National 
Socialist Weltanschauung.

Early in ihc yeur: Cardinal Schulte (Cologne) discusses with 
Hitler the position of the Catholic Youth Associations.

9 Feh. Rosentierg’s Der Mythus des 20. Jahrhunderts is placed 
on the Index by the Vatican.

End of February: Cardinal Schulte protests against the new 
paganism of Rosenberg.

Easier. Letter o f the Pope promises support to the Catholic 
Youth Associations.

Apr. No member of the Labour Front (Arbeitsfront) can be at 
the same time a member of any artisan or vocational Church 
Association.

7 June. The bishops’ joint pastoral may not be read from 
church pulpits ; journals publishing it are confiscated by the 
police. 1

1 Cf. Shuster, op. elf., pp, 191-3, 
1 See Bibliography, p. 343 supra.
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26 June. Hitler promises the bishops that he will stop propa­

ganda for the new paganism.
17 Aug. Hitler speaks at Hamburg.
27 Aug. Hitler speaks to the Germans of the Saar.
Oct. Catholic scholars publish a series of Studies exposing the 

errors of Rosenberg in his Mythus.
1935. A pagan Peasants’ Calendar for 1935 is published.

9 Jan. Biirckcl, Hitler’s plenipotentiary for the Saar, declares 
against a Kulturkampf and with this declaration Hitler ex­
presses his agreement.1

t Mar. The Plebiscite in the Saar.
9 Mar. The "Currency Trials" begin.
24 Apr. Amann, President of the Reich Press Chamber, issues 

two decrees which practically kill the Catholic Press.1
2 May. Speech of Baldur von Schiraeh: "Every Youth Associa­

tion outside the Hitler Youth offends against the spirit which 
is the spirit of the State."

June. Rosenberg’s answer to the Studies (see Oct. 1934) pub­
lished: An die Dunkelmänner unserer Zeit.

17 July. Gocring attacks "political Catholicism".J
23 July. Himmler forbids confessional associations to have any 

share in sport or politics: no uniforms, no flags, no marches.
20 Aug. The printing of the bishops’ pastoral is forbidden.
Sept. Members of the SS. to take no leading part in any 

religious organization.
Nuremberg Parteitag. Hitler: “ Neither to-day nor yester­

day has the Party entertained the least aggressive intention 
towards Christianity.”

22 Nov. The offices of the Bishop of Berlin, Monsignor 
Banasch, are searched by the police and he and some of his 
staff are arrested on a charge of betraying State secrets.

1936. This year sees the systematic attack upon the Confessional 
schools: all education must be education into the faith of 
National Socialism, while Immorality Trials take the place 
of the “ Currency Trials” .

1 Cf. N. Micklem, National Socialism and the Roman Catholic 
Church, London, Oxford University Press, 1939, p. 116, who 
refers to V.B., 12 Jan, 1935, which is inaccessible to me,

2 R. D ’Harcourt, The German Catholics, London, Burns, Oates
& Washbournc 1939, pp. 164 sqq. 1 Ibid., pp. 180-5.
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7-S Feb. Secret police arrest the President of the Reich Union 
of Catholic Youth Associations and other officials o f the 
movement throughout the Reich.

20 Feb. Action is taken against the Catholic Young Men’s 
Association in the Rhineland and Westphalia on the charge 
of co-openuion with Communism. The Vatican and the 
Archbishop of Cologne protest. Hitler replies that he can­
not intervene as the cases are in the hands of the Public 
Prosecutor.

-S  Aug. The bishops assembled at Fulda send a memorial to 
Hitler.'

4 Nov. Cardinal Faulhabcr has an interview with Hitler.
15 Nov. The bishops’ message on the danger to Catholic 

youth.1
1 Dec. Law on the Hitler Youth: "T h e  whole youth of 

Germany within the territory of the Reich is included in 
the Hitler Youth."

1937. 3 Jan. Reading of the Christmas pastoral from pulpits.1 A  
note of conciliation: the commonstrugglcagainstBolshevism.

The slow destruction of the Confessional schools con­
tinues.

14 Mar. Issue at the Vatican of the Papal Encyclical MU 
brennender Sorge.

21 Mar. Palm Sunday: the Encyclical is read in German 
pulpits.

Rome had spoken; the struggle continues, alike in Ger­
many and after the Anschluß in Austria. T h e situation 
remains essentially the same after the Encyclical had declared 
the attitude of the Church. For accounts of the later period 
of the struggle sec the Bibliography, p. 341 sufica.

R E L IG IO N — I . C H R I S T IA N IT Y

( Tin extracts in this section are arranged in chronological order.)

There is surprisingly little in the speeches of Hitler on 
the subject of Christianity or of the treatment by National 
Socialism of the Christian Churches. Here Hitler has exer­
cised a diplomatic restraint and has left the attack to

' D 'Harcourt, op. at., pp. 225-9. * Ibid., pp. 236 sqq.
* Ibid., pp. 239-35.

R E L I G I O N
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others. In the earlier days he seas wore outspoken. Dietrich 
Eckart had scritteli in the "  Völkischer Beobachter" of 
i l  August l <j21 , "Tear in pieces that lascivious Bible of 
Satanism -the Old Testament"; Hitler seas but following 
in the steps of his teacher when he said "Luther’s transla­
tion of the Bible may have been of use to the German 
language; it irreparably injured the German people’s 
power of judgement. God in Heaven! what a cloud of 
glory now hangs over the Satanic Bible!” 1

In the Programme of the National Socialist Party 
{adopted at a mass-meeting held on 25 February Kj20 in the 
Uofbräuhaus-Feslsaal in Munich) Point 24 defined the 
religious attitude of the N SD A P, {see p. loy supra).

At a conference of all district organisers held at Bamberg 
on 14 February i<j2's, Hitler formally appointed Gottfried 
Fedor to be the final judge of all questions connected with 
the Programme. In his commentary Feder wrote : “ For 
the rest, it must be our principle not to drag ‘religious' 
questions into general political statements of our cultural 
policy. . . . These problems must be studied with the greatest 
thoroughness. The same may be said of all the coarse, 
stupid attacks on Christianity. Expressions such as ‘Chris­
tianity has only done harin’ merely show that the man 
who utters them has neither human nor political intelli­
gence. One may indeed blame the Church for meddling in 
politics, and all good Christians will disapprove of the 
cruelties practised in the name of the Cross by the Inquisition 
and of the trials for witchcraft, but it is wrong to abuse in 
general terms the greatest phenomenon in human history 
because of the perversities and erroneous ideas and defaults 
of individuals. The Christian religion has uplifted and 
strengthened millions upon millions, and brought them to 
God by the way of suffering

1 Conrad Heiden, A History of National Social ism, London, 
1 9 3 '» . P '  8 8 -

3ÓÙ



R E L I G I O N

It may, however, be noted that this exposition of the 
National Socialist creed continues: "This is not the place 
to discuss all the problems, all the hopes and desires as to 
whether the German nation may at some time discover some 
new form for its religious beliefs and experiences." These 
are matters "which surpass the scope of even such a revolu­
tionary Programme as that of National Socialism."1

In May i<)2j Hitler said: “ We do not want to have any 
other God— only Germany.” -

For the first number of the “  Völkischer Beobachter" 
published after the raising of the veto on the paper (dated 
26 February 7925), Hitler wrote an article headed: "A  Netv 
Beginning,” J In this he said:

“ Mere f must in especial protest against the attempt 
to drag religious disputes into the Movement or even to 
equate the Movement with religious disputes. I have 
always objected to the general term 'volkic’ (völkisch), 
since the extraordinarily vague interpretation of this idea 
opens wide the door to positively harmful attempts.4 
Even in its early days the Movement in consequence 
placed a higher value upon its clearly outlined pro­
gramme and upon the unified direction which it gave 
to its fight than upon a concept which, through the lack 
of any clear definition, laid itself open to more or less 
empty interpretations.”

“ When to-day from different quarters the attempt is

1 G. Feeler, Hitter's Official Programme and its Fundamental 
Ideas, London, 1934 (reissue 193S), pp. 107-8.

: Cited from the Bayrischer Kurier, Nr. 14a, 25 May 1923, by 
Miles Eeclcsiiie, Hitler gegen Christus, Paris, 1936, p. SS>

1 Reprinted in the interesting collection of Dokumente aus dem 
Kamp/ der Bewegung, published in Nationalsozialistische Monats­
hefte, ix (1938), pp. 643-56 at pp. 647-9; also reproduced in the 
Hitler-Youth periodical Wille und Macht for 1 Sept. 1937.

4 Cf. M K „  pp. 397-8, 415-17, 515 (German); pp. 303-4, 
3(7-19. 334 (English).
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being made to implicate the ‘volkic’ Movement in reli­
gious concerns, I see in this attempt the beginning of 
its end.”

“ Religious reformations cannot be made by political 
children, and in the case of these gentlemen it is very 
rarely that anything else than that is in question.”

“ I have perfectly clear views on the possibility of be­
ginning such a struggle, but I am doubtful whether the 
gentlemen who take part in such a struggle arc equally 
clear what the probable end will be.”

“ It will at any rate be my supreme task to see to it 
that in the newly awakened NSDAP, the adherents of 
both Confessions can live peacefully together side hy 
side in order that they may take their stand in the com­
mon fight against the power which is the mortal foe of 
any true Christianity.”

“ No Movement has waged the struggle against the 
Centrum— the Centre Party— and the groups associated 
with it more energetically than our old Party, yet not 
from religious considerations but solely on political 
grounds. And similarly to-day the fight against the 
Centrum must not be waged because it professes to be 
‘Christian’ or even ‘Catholic’, but solely because a party 
which allies itself with atheistic Marxism for the oppres­
sion of its own people is neither Christian nor Catholic.” 

“ Not on religious grounds do wc declare war on the 
Centrum, but exclusively for national-political reasons.” 

“ History will pronounce judgement and decide who 
is destined to succeed— those who arc for a Kulturkampf 
or ourselves.” 1

1 In December 1931 in an interview with the Berlin correspondent 
0} the " Corriere della Sera” , Hitler said that the National Socialist 
Party could be neither Catholic nor Protestant, but wished to live 
in peace with both religions. The Centrum was attacked as a 
political party, but not as representative of the Catholic religion 
which it professed to be. The practical policy of the Centrum was
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In Hiller's first wireless message to the German people 
after coming into power ( i  February 1933) he said: “ The 
National Government will preserve and defend those

im-Christian. "W c cherish the hope dial the Catholic Church will 
one day refuse to recognize the Centrum as its authorized repre­
sentative." S Dec. 193t.)

Hitler, talking lo a mini I party at his flat in Munich in October 
19JJ it repart (it to have said:

"Naturally, practical politics demands that, for the time being 
at least. \vc must avoid any appearance of a campaign against the 
Church.”  He was careful to emphasize again that he was a 
Politiker, with no ambition to become 3 prophet. But National 
Socialism, lie said, was a Wcllansdtauuitg and in fact a religion 
which was now building itself up and disseminating itself, except 
that its forms of activity and of propaganda were different. In 
ancient Rome, fur example, Christianity had been able to mobilize 
masses in a way that the old polytheistic religions never could. 
“ And now in turn” , he added, "National Socialism is aide to influ­
ence greater masses at once than the Church possibly can". . , .

” Oh ves, Ludeckc, if you want to see iny meaning illustrated, 
you need only go to the funeral of n fallen Nazi and watch the 
Storm Troopers ranked about the grave. Watch their faces, blank 
while the priest is rending the service"— and here he stopped long 
enough to imitate a priest mumbling the litany, fingering an imagi­
nary rosary, and spreading his hands in blessing (tin excellent per­
formance, as always)— "and then sec them light up when the Nazi 
leader lifts the flag and begins to speak words of flame over the 
dead.”

"Yes. National Socialism is a form of conversion, a new faith, 
but we don't need to raise that issue— it will come of itself. Just 
as I insist on the mathematical certainty of our coming to power, 
because might always attracts might, and the traditional wings, 
whether they he Right or Left, constructive or destructive, will 
always attract nil the activist elements, leaving only a juiccless pulp 
in the middle—just so do I insist nr the certainty that sooner or 
later, once we hold the power, Christianity will be overcome and 
the ‘Deutsche Kirche’ established. Yes, the German Church, 
without a Pope and without the Bible— and Luther, if he could be 
with us, would give us his blessing,”

"Hitler was ablaze now, and I could see the ideas of Rosenberg's 
Mythus working in him. He shouted with passionate energy: *Of 
course, T myself am n heathen to the core!' . . .

"No, Ludecke, we don't need to declare this fight openly. It 
would be political stupidity to show the masses too many enemies

b b 369
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basic principles on which our nation has been built up. 
They regard Christianity as the foundation of our 
national morality and the family as the basis of national 
life.” '

In a speech delivered at Stuttgart on 15 February 1933 
Hitler professed that the desire of the National Socialist 
Government was “ to fill our whole culture once more 
with a Christian spirit, and that not only in politics. 
We want to burn out the harmful features in our theatre 
and our literature.” 1

In his speech to the Reichstag on 23 March 1933 Hitler 
said:

“ The Government, being resolved to undertake the 
political and moral purification of our public life, are

at once. The political victory can only follow if the fight is concen­
trated against the fewest possible number of enemies— for the time 
being, the Marxists and the Jews. Then will come the turn of the 
Reaktion, and the end of that will mean the end of the Christian 
Church— and the opening of our own temples, our own shrines. 
The French Revolution, Bolshevism, all of Marxism, in fact, our 
whole deformity and atrophy of spirit and soul would never have 
come into heing except for this oriental mummery, this abominable 
levelling mania, this cursed universal ism of Christianity which 
denies racialism and preaches suicidal tolerance". . . .

"Jesus Christus," he said thoughtfully, in a quieter, almost 
solemn voice. "It is the tragedy of the Germanic world that no 
German 'Heiland' was bom among us; that our organic spiritual 
evolution was suddenly violently interrupted; that Jesus was 
judaized, distorted, falsified, and an alien Asiatic spirit was forced 
upon us. That is a crime we must repair." (Kurt G. W. I.udecke, 
I knew Hitler, London, Jarrolds, 1938, pp. 465-6.)

1 This is the authorized translation as given in the collection of 
Hitler’s speeches (Feb.-July 1933) issued under the title, The New 
Germany desires Work and Peace, Berlin, Liebhcit and Thicscn, 
p. 6. The German text is [Dokumente der detti sehen Politik, i, 
Berlin, 1935, p. 4): "Sic wird das Christentum als Basis unserer 
gesamten Moral, die Familie als Keimzelle unseres Volks- und 
Staatskörpers in ihren festen Schutz nehmen."

1 Summary of this speech in F.Z., 17 Feb. 1933.
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creating and securing the conditions necessary for a 
really profound revival of religious life."

"T h e advantages of a personal and political nature 
that might arise from compromising with atheistic orga­
nizations would not outweigh the consequences which 
would become apparent in the destruction of general 
moral basic values. The National Government regard 
the two Christian Confessions as the weightiest factors 
for the maintenance of our nationality. They will respect 
the agreements concluded between them and the federal 
States.1 Their rights are not to be infringed. But the 
Government hope and expect that the work on the 
national and moral regeneration of our nation which they 
have made their task will, on the other hand, be treated 
with the same respect. They will adopt an attitude of 
objective justice towards all other Confessions. But they 
cannot permit that the fact of belonging to a certain 
Confession or a certain race should constitute a release 
from general legal obligations or even a licence for the 
commission with impunity or the toleration of crimes.2 
It will be the Government's care to maintain honest 
co-operation between Church and State; the struggle 
against materialistic views and for a real national com­
munity is just as much in the interest of the German 
nation as in that of the welfare of our Christian faith.” 2

1 i.c. the Concorduts concluded with Bavaria in 1934, with 
Prussia in «929, and with Baden in >932.

: Note that ut tlùs point a sentence is omitted in the authorised 
English translation which occurs in the German text: Die nationale 
Regierung wird in Sthtdc und Erziehung den christlichen Konfes­
sionen den ihnen zukontmenden Einfluß einräumen und sieherstelleu 
("The National Government will allow und secure to the Christian 
Confessions the influence which is their due both in the school and 
in education'').

1 Authorized English translation: The Net« Germany desires 
Work and Peace, pp. 19-20; German text in Dokumente der 
deutschen Politik, i, p. 29-
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“ The Government of the Reich, who regard Chris­
tianity as the unshakable foundation of the morals and 
moral code of the nation, attach the greatest value to 
friendly relations with the Holy See and arc endeavouring 
to develop them.” 1

When discussing the effect of the passing of the Enabling 
Bill (see />. 420) Hitler said: “ The Government will only 
make use of these powers in so far as they are essential 
for carrying out the vitally necessary measures. . . . T he 
rights of the Churches will not be diminished, and their 
relationship to the State will not be modified.” 1

On 20 July 1933 the Concordat with the Holy See was 
signed; the Reich was represented by the Vice-Chancellor 
Von Papen and Rome by the Papal Secretary Pacelli, the 

present Pope. In the preamble to this Concordat it is stated 
that “ His Holiness Pope Pius X I  and the President of the 
German Reich, inspired by the common wish to secure and 
promote the existing friendly relations between the Holy 
See and the German Reich and wishing to regulate perma­
nently the relation between the Catholic Church and the 
State for the whole extent of the German Reich in a manner 
which shall be satisfactory for both parties, have deter­
mined to conclude a solemn agreement which shall supple­
ment the Concordats already concluded with individual 
German States, and which for the other States shall 
secure a uniform treatment of the questions which are the 
subject of this agreement" 3

This is no place in which to discuss in detail the clauses of 
the Concordat, but two of those clauses must be noted: 
article 31 defines the nature of the confessional associations

' Authorized English translation ibid,, p. 25; German text 
ibid., p. 34.

1 Authorized English translation ibid., p. 26; German text 
ibid., p. 36.

J For the Concordat see p. 345 supra.
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which con claim the protection of the State: that protection 
will be given to those Catholic organizations and associa- 
lions (Verbände) which serve exclusively religious, purely 
cultural, or philanthropic, objects.' Associations which serve 
in addition to religious, cultural, or philanthropic objects 
other cuds, such as social or professional ends, can rely on 
such protection from the State “ only to the extent that they 
are able to guarantee that their activities will be independent 
of any political party” .

Article 32 provides that in vieto of the peculiar circum­
stances existing in Germany and having regard to the 
assurances, created by the provisions of this present Con­
cordat, that legislation will protect the rights and liberties 
of the Catholic Church in the Reich and its States, the Holy 
See toil! issue regulations which will exclude both the clergy 
and the religious Orders from membership in the political 
parties and from action on behalf of such parties.

On the day after the signing of the Concordat1 Hitler (in 
a speech to men of the SA. at Dortmund, 9 July 1933)* 
said: “ The parties are destroyed finally. They will 
never return. We are living guarantors that the age of 
these corrupt party-organizations will never come back. 
I can proudly profess that we have performed a mighty 
achievement in German history. Who would have be­
lieved that within five months of our assumption of 
power the Centrum would capitulate? This is for us a 
ground for satisfaction, since we desire that the fight 
in the religious camps should come to an end. We are 
happy that in Rome yesterday we succeeded in signing 
a Concordat on the basis of which all political action in 
the parties will be forbidden to priests for all time, happy

1 The Gennari text is Organisationen und Verbände, die aus­
schließlich religiösen, rein kulturellen und karitativen Ztcecken dienen.

1 It diti not become part of the law of the German State until 
12 Sept. 1933; sec Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i, p. 326,

3 Summary in F.Z., 11 July 1933.
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because we know what is wanted by millions who long to 
see in the priest only the comforter of their souls and 
not the representative of their political convictions. Thus 
the political fight for power is finished.”

On 14 July 1933 the Constitution for the United German 
Evangelical Church became l a w a n d  on 19 July 1933 
Hitler wrote to Rcichsbishop Müller:1 “ I want to thank 
you warmly now that the great work of Reform and 
unification of the Evangelical Churches has been brought 
to a happy conclusion.”

‘ 'It is not merely that for many years past I have per­
sonally worked for the constitution of a single church 
for the Reich, but you, as the man in whom I had set my 
confidence, have done extraordinary service towards the 
realization of this great idea.”

‘ ‘In spite of all hostility, history will one day bear 
witness that you and the German Christians have willed, 
helped forward, and finally effected one of the most 
decisive acts in the moulding of the religious life of our 
people.”

Hitler on 22 July, the evening bejore the Evangelical 
Church Election, spoke on the wireless; he said:

"I f  I take up any position towards the elections in the 
Evangelical Church I do this solely from the standpoint 
of the political leader, that is to say, I am not moved 
to do so by questions of faith, dogmatics, or doctrine. 
These are purely internal Church affairs. But over and 
above these questions there are problems which compel 
the politician and the responsible leader of a people 
publicly to make known his position. They embrace 
‘volkic’ (völkische) and State interests in their relation 
to the Confessions.”

1 German text of the Constitution in Dokumente der deutschen 
Politik, i, pp. 309-14.

1 Text of the letter in F.Z., 24 July 1933-
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“ National Socialism has always affirmed that it is 
determined to take the Christian Churches under the 
protection of the State. For their part the Churches 
cannot, for a second, doubt that they need the protection 
of the State, and that only through the State can they be 
enabled to fulfil their religious mission. Indeed, the 
Churches demand this protection from the State. On 
the other hand, in consideration for this protection, the 
State must require from the Churches that they in their 
turn should render to it that support which it needs to 
secure its permanence. Churches which fail to render 
to the State any positive support in this sense are for 
the State just as worthless as is for a Church the State 
which is incapable of fulfilling its duties to the Church. 
The decisive factor which can justify the existence alike 
of Church and State is the maintenance of men’s spiritual 
and bodily health, for if that health were destroyed it 
would mean the end of the State and also the end of the 
Church. Therefore the State cannot afford to be indif­
ferent to the religious affairs of its day and neither 
can, on the other hand, the Churches be indifferent to 
‘volkic’ -political events and changes. Just as formerly 
Christianity and later the Reformation had their gigantic 
political effects, so will every political-rvolkic’ upheaval 
affect also the destiny of the Churches. Only a fool can 
imagine that, for example, the victory of Bolshevism 
could be irrelevant for the Catholic or the Evangelical 
Church and that therefore it would not disturb or even 
prevent the former activities of bishops or superinten­
dents. The assertion that such dangers could be over­
come through the action of the Churches alone is 
untenable; it is contradicted by the facts. Neither the 
Catholic Church nor the Evangelical, nor the Russian- 
Uniate Church has been able or would be able to stay 
the advance of Bolshevism. Wherever there has not been
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created a concrete ‘volkic’-political defence to counter 
that advance there the victory of Communism is already 
won, or at least the battle is still undecided.”

‘ ‘ It is thus clear that the Churches themselves must 
take up a definite position towards such 'volkic’-political 
revolutionary movements. This the Roman Church in 
the Lateran Treaties has done for the first time in a 
clear and unequivocal form towards Fascism. T he 
German Concordat which has now been signed is the 
second equally clear step in this sphere. It is my sincere 
hope that thereby for Germany, too, through free agree­
ment there has been produced a final clarification of 
spheres in the functions of the State and of one Church. 
As a National Socialist I have the most earnest wish that 
it may be possible to reach with the Evangelical Church 
also a no less clear settlement.”

“ But this presupposes that, if it is at all possible, the 
place of the many Evangelical Churches should be taken 
by a united Reichskirchc. The State has no interest in 
negotiating with twenty-five or thirty Churches, all the 
more since it is convinced that, in face of the gigantic 
tasks of the present time, here, too, it is only a concen­
tration of all forces which can be regarded as effective. 
The powerful State can only wish to extend its protec­
tion to such religious organizations as can in their turn 
become of use to it."

‘ ‘And in fact amongst the congregations of the Evan­
gelical Confessions there has arisen in the 'German 
Christians’ a Movement which is filled with the deter­
mination to do justice to the great tasks of the day and 
has aimed at a union of the Evangelical Churches of the 
German States and at a union of Confessions. If this 
question is now really on the way towards solution, in 
the judgement of history no false or stupid objections 
will be able to dispute the fact that this service was ren-
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dcrctl by the ‘volkic’-political revolution in Germany 
and by that Movement within the Evangelical Confes­
sions which clearly and unequivocally professed its 
allegiance to this national and ‘volkic’ Movement at a 
time when unfortunately, just as in the Roman Church, 
many pastors and superintendents without reason op­
posed the national uprising in the most violent, indeed 
often in a fanatical, way.”

“ In the interest of the recovery of the German nation 
which I regard as indissolubly bound up with the 
National Socialist Movement I naturally wish that the 
new Church elections should in their result support our 
new policy for People and State. For since the State is 
ready to guarantee the inner freedom of the religious 
life, it has the right to hope that in the Confessions 
those forces will be given a hearing which are for their 
part determined in their resolve to do all in their power 
for the freedom of the nation. But this will never be se­
cured by petrified religious forces which have turned 
their backs upon the world and who count as of no signi­
ficance the phenomena and events of their day: it can be 
secured only through the forces of a living Movement. 
These forces I see primarily marshalled in that part of 
the Evangelical communion (Kirchenvolk) which in the 
German Christian Movement has consciously taken its 
stand on the ground of the National Socialist State—  
not in an enforced submission but in a living affirmation! 
The inner religious questions of the individual Confes­
sions are not in any way concerned in this: it is not my 
task to adopt any attitude towards them.” 1

A t a meeting of National Sodalist leaders at Bad 
Godesberg on 27 August 1933 Hitler said that ’ ‘the unity 
of the Germans must be secured through a new Welt-

1 F . Z . ,  33 July 1933.
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anschauung, since Christianity in its present form was 
no longer equal to the demands which were to-day made 
on those who would sustain the unity of the people.” 1

On 13 October 1933 Hess, as deputy of Hitler, issued the 
following decree: "N o National Socialist may suffer any 
detriment on the ground that he does not profess any par­
ticular faith or confession or on the ground that he does not 
make any religious profession at all. Each man's faith is his 
own affair, for which he answers to his men conscience alone. 
Compulsion may not. be brought to bear in matters of 
conscience."

In a speech in the Sportpalast in Berlin on 24 October 
1933 Hitler said3 that alongside of the fight for a purer 
morality the Government had taken upon themselves the 
fight against disintegrating factors in the religious life of 
Germany. “ Without pledging ourselves to any particular 
Confession, we have restored to faith its prc-rcquisites 
because we were convinced that the people needs and 
requires this faith. We have therefore undertaken the 
fight against the atheistic movement, and that not merely 
with a few theoretical declarations: we have stamped it 
out. And above all we have dragged the priests out of 
the depths of the political party struggle and have 
brought them back again into the Church. It is our 
determination that they shall never return to a sphere 
which is not made for them, which dishonours them, and 
which of necessity brings them into opposition to millions 
of people who in their hearts wish to hold to the faith

1 Text cited by Miles Ecclesiae, Hitler gegen Christus, Paris, 
1936, p. 29. Quoted by W. G uri an, Hitler and the Christians, 
London, 1936, p. S°i “ according to the uncontrndictcd report pub­
lished by several ‘German Christian’ journals’’ cf. p. 393 infra.

1 T ext in G. Herrmann, Religionsfreiheit, i. Teil, p. 19.
1 Text in Dokumente der deutschen Politik, ì, p. 125.
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but who desire to see the priests serving God and not a 
political party."

Two days later (26 October 1933), in a speech at Cologne, 
Hitler claimed that the Government "had succeeded in 
withdrawing from politics thousands upon thousands of 
priests and in bringing them back again into the Church, 
a result which but a few months ago many would have 
regarded as impossible.” 1

C. F. Macjarland in his booh, The New Church and 
the New Germa ny (see p. 341 supra), writes (pp. 50 sqq.):

Hi shop Mueller told me [;« 1933] that, while serving 
as a sort of liaison representative of the Chancellor, he 
had three times suggested intervention at important points, 
but that Hitler had refused to comply. He said he knew 
that the Chancellor himself was very anxious that the 
people should not turn National Socialism into a sub­
stitute for Christianity, and that he desired especially 
to have the youth rightly guided in this direction.

I had been told that His Excellency zoas desirous of 
learning my impressions as the result of the inquiry, and 
he confirmed this near the beginning of the interview. He 
said at once that he would gladly welcome a statement 
of my judgements. I  gave them freely and frankly both 
as related to the inner situation of the Church in Germany 
and to world Christian bodies, leaving with him, in the 
form of a memorandum, an expression of personal judge­
ment on the latter.

His Excellency said, in substance, that the State had 
simply asked the separated Churches in the several 
provinces to be unified. These several State Churches 
went back to a time when the States in which they

1 Short summary of the speech in V.B., 37 Oct. 1933.
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existed were separate countries with their own rulers. 
There was no longer any reason for this separation and 
they should therefore be united as all other agencies of 
the nation are. The State, however, has nothing to do 
with matters of faith and the inner organization of the 
Church.

I said that I had not been able to find in his book or 
any other utterances by His Excellency any exposition of
what he considered to be the relation of Church and State, 
and asked whether he would define it fior me. What zuotdd 
be the attitude of the State if  the Church should take 
action (barring treason or disloyalty) at cross purposes with 
the State? »

The Chancellor answered at considerable length, the 
substance of his analysis being about as follmcs: The 
State and the People are one and the same body. The 
German Church and the People arc practically the j
same body. Therefore there could be no issue between 
Church and State. The Church, as such, has nothing j
to do with political affairs. On the other hand, the State f
has nothing to do with the faith or inner organization of 
the Church. The election of November 12th would be an 
expression of church constituency, but not as a Church.

I  then ashed, Suppose a body of pastors, say two 
thousand, should take action {barring treason) opposing the 
action of the State? The Chancellor's anszver was that 
that would be an affair for the Church and congregations 
to settle with the pastors.

His Excellency went on to say.-t
" The whole German people has been touched by the 

National Renascence. Already, from this point of view, 
it has become impossible to speak of intervention by the

1 ‘ ‘The following is the substance of the Chancellor’s observa­
tions. translated from the German notes of his counsellor, D r. 
Thomsen, who suggested its inclusion in this volume,”
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Government of the Reich in church life. Government 
and people in Germany are not opposed, but are identi­
cal. The election of November 12th will constitute the 
best proof of it. The Government of the Reich partici­
pates in the internal organization of the 1 Evangelical 
Church only in so far as the conclusion of pacts is con­
cerned by which the Evangelical Church is established 
on a new basis. While the structure of the German 
Empire was undergoing fundamental changes, there 
remained twenty-six Evangelical State Churches in 
Germany. The result was that side by side with the 
political unity of the German people there was great 
diversity in llie Evangelical Church. There was there­
fore a pressing obligation to clarify organization in this 
field. Through it the Evangelical Church in Germany 
received its true freedom and independence. Any inter­
vention whatever of the Government of the Reich in 
the internal organization of the Evangelical Church or 
any influence upon its doctrine was out of the question. 
The Government of the Reich has unfortunately had to 
intervene in some isolated instances where, through 
intensification of opposing conceptions, there was a 
danger of public disturbance.”

Answering further the inquiry as to the reactions of 
the Government towards utterances by pastors who did 
not agree with the position or action of the Government 
on church matters, the Chancellor said that such a re­
action on the part of evangelical ecclesiastics was not 
at all directed against the Government of the Reich. It 
was expressed rather, in the sense of the ecclesiastical 
profession, as a religious offence, and indeed as much 
against dogma as against church leaders and church 
people. When there are opposing currents within the 
pastorate, the church people will undoubtedly make 
clear their own influence by levelling the differences of
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opinion. The duly of the Government is to co-operate 
in the solution of such conflicts. The office of the 
Chancellor of the Reich has been directed to the con­
servation of the church life of the people, lie  has given 
enough proof of that, I lis only wish is that a Christian 
education may be transmitted to the people.

Concerning the inner conflict of the Church, between 
the"German Christians" and the “ New Reformation Move­
ment", the seriousness of which he did not appear to have 
appreciated, the Chancellor's attention was called to the 
fact that the pastors in the latter body feil that they 
had not had sufficient opportunity to put their case before 
him. They had personal confidence in him and would like 
to talk with him in his personal capacity. The Chancellor 
at once authorised me to tell any such pastors that if 
they asked for a hearing he was entirely ready to act as 
an ’ 'intermediary” .

In his N cîv Year Message on i January 1934 Hitler 
said: "Not only in the economic sphere but also in the 
other spheres of the nation’s life wc have, during the past 
year, fought an unceasing battle against the symptoms of 
degeneracy in our people. The religious, moral, and 
ethical signs of the time spoke a language that compelled 
us so to act. While we destroyed the Centre Party, wc 
have not only brought, thousands of priests back into 
the Church, but to millions of respectable people wc 
have restored their faith in their religion and in their 
priests. The union of the Evangelical Church in a single 
Church for the whole Reich, the Concordat with the 
Catholic Church, these are but milestones on the road 
which leads to the establishment of a useful relation and 
a useful co-operation between the Reich and the two 
Confessions.” 1

1 V.B., 2 Jnn. 1934.
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Speaking in ike Reichstag on 30 January 1934, Hitler 
revitued the economic changes which had resulted from a 
year of National Socialist Gcruernment and concluded with 
the statement: “ But there is one unalterable fact: Past 
conditions will never return!” He then proceeded: “ No 
less decisive is the adjustment of the relations between 
the new State and the two Christian Confessions.”

“ Imbued with the desire to secure for the German 
people the great religious, moral, and cultural values 
rooted in the two Christian Confessions, we have abo­
lished the political organizations but strengthened the 
religious institutions. For an agreement with the power­
ful National Socialist State is of more value to a Church 
than the struggle hclwcen confessional political associa­
tions, wit ici 1, with their policy of compromise determined 
by coalition, must always obtain personal advantages for 
party adherents by sacrificing the ideal of a really inner 
religious training and affirmation of the faith of the 
people.”

“ But wc all live in the hope that the union of the 
Protestant Churches and Confessions to form an A ll­
German Protestant Church may really satisfy the long­
ings of those who believed that the confusion in 
Protestant life constituted a source of weakness in 
the Protestant faith as such."

“ While the National Socialist State has thus, in the 
course of the last twelve months, shown its respect for 
the strength of the Christian Confessions, it expects the 
Confessions to show the same respect for the strength of 
the National Socialist State,” 1

The legislation introducing enforced sterilisation was 
opposed by the Catholic Church. To this opposition Hitler

1 Authorized English tnmsliition, pp. 12-13; Gennari text, V.B., 
31 Jan. 1934. This pan of the speech is not included in the extract 
cited in Doktmiente der deutschen Politik, ii (1936), pp, 3-4.
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made answer in this speech of 30 January 1934• “ Another 
heavy burden,” he said, "is the host of those who, owing 
to their hereditary predisposition, only contribute to 
the negative side of national life. In this case the State 
will have to adopt really revolutionary measures. T he 
National Socialist Movement rendered a great service 
even in the past year by adopting legislation for this 
first attack on this menacing gradual decay of the people. 
When objections are raised, especially in clerical circles, 
and opposition started against this legislation, my reply 
is as follows:”

“ It would have been more to the point, more honest 
and more Christian, in past decades not to support those 
who intentionally destroyed healthy life than to rebel 
against those who have no other wish than to avoid 
disease. Moreover, a policy of laisses faire in this sphere 
is not only cruelty to the individual guiltless victims but 
also to the nation as a whole. If things continue to 
develop as they have done for the last hundred years the 
number of those under the care of the State would one 
day threaten to approach that of those who arc, after all, 
the only maintenance of the community. It is not the 
Churches who provide for the hosts of these unfortu­
nates but the people that has to do so. If the Churches 
were to declare themselves ready to take over the treat­
ment and care of those suffering from hereditary diseases, 
wc should he quite ready to refrain from sterilizing them. 
But so long as the State is condemned to raise from its 
citizens enormous sums which arc increasing from year 
to year— and which already amount to more than 
350,000,000 marks in Germany— for the maintenance 
of these unfortunates, it is compelled to adopt the 
remedy which both prevents such an undeserved suffer­
ing being handed down to posterity, and also obviates 
the necessity of having to deprive millions of healthy
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people of what is absolutely necessary to them in order 
artificially to keep alive millions of unhealthy people.” 1

On 26 June 1934 Hitler received the Catholic bishops, 
and assured them that, he would take action through the 
authorities of the Party and the State against the new 
pagan propaganda.1

When Hitler spoke at Hamburg on 17 August 1934, and 
drew a picture of Germany as it was before the National 
Socialists came into power, he said that the great danger 
which threatened the country was a profound cleavage 
between workmen and the intellectuals— a division into 
two distinct bodies» each with its own outlook on the 
world, “ That such a development was indeed possible 
was proved by the analogy of the religious schism in the 
German people.” Here as in the economic sphere two 
Weltanschauungen divided the nation.* .

In the same speech Hitler said: “ The National Socialist 
State professes its allegiance to positive Christianity,4 
It will be its honest endeavour to protect both the great 
Christian Confessions in their rights, to secure them 
from interference with their doctrines {Lehren), and in

1 Authorized English translation, pp. 18-19 ; Conn an text V.B., 
3 t Jan. 1934, Fur the National Socialist altitude to the protest of 
the Catholic Church against the Sterilization Law cf. W. Gross, 
“ Aufgabe und Anspruch der nationalsozialistischen Rassengcsefö- 
gebung” , Nationalsozialistischt Monatshefte, vi (1935), pp. 593-606, 
in which the alternative is set before the Church: cither accept the 
tow or go <11« dieser Schicksals-, Raum- und Geschichtsgcmeinschaft 
der Menschen. If the law is not accepted then there is a duty 
gegen über jeden» solchen Sabotageakt brutal [suj verteidigen die 
Geschlossenheit des deutschen Volkes und Staates (at p. 602).

: On the authority of a later statement of the Bishop of Münster, 
Count Gnlcn. Cf. W. Gurian, Der Kampf um die Kirche im Dritten 
Reich, Lucerne, 1936, p. 101 [English translation: Hitler and the 
Christians (see p. 342), p. 143J.

J F.Z., tg Aug. 1934.
♦ German : bekennt sich sum positiven Christentum.
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their duties to constitute a harmony with the views and 
the exigencies of the State of to-day.” 1

In his speech ai Koblenz (on a<5 August 1934)1 to the 
Germans of the Saar Hiller said: “ I know that here and 
there the objection has been raised: Yes, but you have 
deserted Christianity. No, it is not tve that have de­
serted Christianity, it is those who came before us who 
deserted Christianity. We have only carried through a 
clear division between politics, which have to do with 
terrestrial things, and religion, which must concern 
itself with the celestial sphere. There lias been no inter­
ference with the doctrine (Lehre) of the Confessions or 
with their religious freedom (Bekenntuisfreiheit), nor will 
there be any sudi interference. On the contrary' the 
State protects religion, though always on tire one condi­
tion that religion will not be used as a cover for political 
ends.”

“There may have been a lime when even parties 
founded on an ecclesiastical basis were a necessity. At 
that time Liberalism was opposed to the Church, while 
Marxism was anti-rdigious. But that lime is past. 
National Socialism neither opposes the Church nor is 
it anti-religious, but on the contrary it stands on the 
ground of a real Christianity. And wc have no other 
desire than to be true to that position. I know that there 
are thousands and tens of thousands of priests who are 
not merely reconciled to the State of to-day but who 
gladly give to the State their co-operation, and I am 
convinced that this co-operation will grow ever closer 
and more intimate. For their interests cannot fail to 
coincide with ours alike in our fight against the symp­
toms of degeneracy in the world of to-day, in our fight

1 F.Z., 19 Aug. 1934.
1 V.B., 28 Aug. 1934.
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against a Bolshevist culture, against an atheistic move­
ment, against criminality* and in our struggle for a con­
sciousness of a community in our national life, for the 
conquest of hatred and disunion between the classes, 
for the conquest of civil war and unrest, of strife and 
discord. These arc not anti-Christian, these are Chris­
tian principles! And I believe that if we should fail to 
follow these principles, then we should not be able to 
point to our successes, for the result of our political 
battle is surely not unblest by God.”

In his Proclamation at the opening of the Parteitag at 
Nuremberg on 5 September 1934' Hiller said:

"Three years ago what was Germany?— and what is 
it to-day? We have done our best to bring about the 
reconciliation of the Confessions with the new State. 
So far as the Evangelical Confessions arc concerned we 
arc determined to put an end to existing divisions, which 
are concerned only with the forms of organization, and 
to create a single Evangelical Church for the whole 
Reich. We arc convinced that it is not right to make a 
virtue out of that consideration and regard for the indi­
vidual German States which circumstances forced upon 
Martin Luther, especially at a time when the States 
themselves have ceased to exist. And we know that were 
the great German reformer with us to-day he would 
rejoice to be freed from the necessity of his own time 
and, like Ulrich von Hutten, his last prayer would be 
not for the Churches of the separate States: it would be 
of Germany that he would think and of the Evangelical 
Church of Germany. And in the same way we sought 
to reach a frank and honourable relation with the second 
great Christian Confession. Though on either side there 
may be setbacks when memories of past conflicts arc 

1 F.Z., 6 Sepr. 1934.
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recalled, yet we cannot doubt timi in the end here, 
too, success will crown the efforts made during the last

* Iyear.

In the speeches of the year s<jJ5 there is an almost com­
plete silence upon religions questions; only in (in address to 
the " Old Guard" of the National Socialist Party on n  
Angus!, delivered at Rosenheim in Bavaria,' Hitler bitterly 
attached those "who thought that they alone had secured 
a lease of Heaven’s blessing": "What we are we have 
become not against, but svilii, the will of Providence. 
And so long as we are true and honourable and of good 
courage in fight, so long as wc believe in our great work 
and do not capitulate, we shall continue to enjoy in the 
future the blessing of Providence."

In the published speeches of the year kjj6 there does not 
seem to be any explicit reference to the religious question, 
but in this year one evening in Berlin, speaking of the 
enmity of the Catholic Church to National Socialism, 
Herr Hitler is reported to have said that he proposed to 
deal once for all with the claims of the Catholic Church : 

"D o not suppose that 1 am going to make the same 
mistake that Bismarck did. Bismarck was a Protestant 
and therefore did not know how to get the better of 
the Catholic Church. Providence has caused me to be 
Catholic, and I know therefore how to handle this 
Church. If she will not accommodate herself to us, I 
will let loose upon her a propaganda that will exceed her 
powers of hearing and of sight. I will set in motion 
against her the Press, the wireless, and the film. I will 
bring back to life the forgotten atrocities of her history, 
and l will show the people how the parson really lives and 
is debauched. I know how to handle these fellows 
and how they arc to be caught out. They shall bend or 

•Summary of the speech in V.B., 12 Aug. 1935.
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break— but, since they are no foots, they will bow their 
heads.” 1

hi October 1933 the Bishop for the Reich appointed tinder 
the Constitution of 1933 (see p. 345 supra) had given place 
to a Committee, the Reichskirchenausschuß. When this body 
resigned, on 13 February 1937, Hitler issued an order in 
which he stated that since the Committee for the consti­
tution of a single Church for the whole Reich "had 
failed to produce an agreement between the groups of 
the German Kvangelical Church, the Church should 
now in complete freedom create for itself according to 
its own decision the new constitution and thereby a new 
order. I therefore empower the Reich Minister for 
Church Affairs (Kerri) to this end to prepare the election 
of a new General Synod and to take the necessary 
measures in that behalf."- But there is no reference to this 
order in the speeches of the year 1937.

On 21 March 1937— Palm Sunday— the Papal Ency­
clical “ Mit brennender Sorge" was read front the pulpit 
in Catholic Churches; this condemned National Socialist 
racial doctrine and also the failure of the German State to 
observe the terms of the Concordat. Hitler's answer was 
given in his speech delivered in Berlin on the May Day 
festival.1 The alternative was, he said, "Bend or break!” 
"W e cannot permit that this authority, which is the 
authority of the German people, shall be attacked by 
any other power whatever. That applies also for all

'  C i t e d  fro m  N -  M k k l c m ,  National Sodatimi and the Roman 
Catholic Church (set: p . 341 supra), p p . > 5 7 -8 . D r .  M ic k le m ’s  n o t e  is :  
' ‘ I h a v e  n o  p u b lis h e d  a u th o r ity  f o r  th is  s ta te m e n t. S in c e  it  is 
e n t ir e ly  in  c h a r a c te r , a n d , e x c e p t  in  re s p e c t o f  th e  film , e x a c t ly  
c o r r e s p o n d s  w it h  H e r r  H it le r 's  p m c iic n l p o lic y ,  a n d  s in c e  it  is  
f a m ilia r  in  G e r m a n y ,  I th in k  it  fa ir  to  re p r o d u c e  i t . "

3 Berliner Tageblatt, 16 Feb. 1937.
’  F.Z., 3 M a y  J937-
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Churches. So long as they concern themselves with 
their religious problems the State does not concern itself 
with them. But so soon as they attempt by any means 
whatsoever-— by letters, Kncyclica, or otherwise— to 
arrogate to themselves rights which belong to die State 
alone \vc shall force them back into their proper spiritual, 
pastoral activity. They have no title to criticize the 
morals of a State when they have more than enough 
reason to concern themselves with their own morals,* 
For the morals of the German State and of the German 
people the leaders of the German State will be respon­
sible— of that we can assure all anxious folk both within 
and without Germany. For this people must remain 
sound; with its soundness stands or falls our own exist­
ence. It is for the generation now growing up that we 
live; they are our care and them we will guard and pro­
tect in the face of everyone. Many may regret that our 
youth is not so divided now as it was formerly, that it 
can no longer be broken up into class organizations, into 
confessional organizations, and so on. Such times arc 
past! We will sec to it that our youth shall be the strong 
support of Germany’s future.”

This speech explains Hitlers statements in his address to 
the Youth of Germany delivered on the same day: ” There 
is only one German people, and therefore there can be 
only one German youth. There can be only one German 
Youth Movement, because there is only one education 
for German youth and there is only one training of 
German youth, And the few who perhaps still secretly 
believe that there may yet come a time when the German 
people, beginning from its Youth, may once more be 
split asunder— they will find that they are mistaken. 
This Reich stands and it will build itself up in the future 
upon its Youth. And dûs new Reich will give its Youth 

1 C f .  N .  M ie k lc m , o p . c it . ,  p p . 1 5 8 - 6 1 .
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to no one, but will itself take that Youth and will give it 
its own education and I raining.’*1

The German Press took no notice of Hitler's two protests 
against utterances of Cardinal Mundelein, Archbishop of 
Chicago, but the Berlin correspondent of the “ Daily Tele­
gru pit" (5 June 1937) wrote on Friday 4 June that he had 
learned from a reliable source that Herr Hitler, scheu he 
addressed the Nazi leaders on Wednesday, said to them: 
“ T he Church organization is the work of human hands, 
and human hands can destroy it. If it is destroyed, true 
faith may emerge purified.”  With this may be compared 
Hitler's judgement of the National Socialist achievement 
as expressed in a speech delivered at Würzburg on 2 7 June 
1937 “ This has not been the work of man alone. If 
Providence had not guided us, I should often not have 
discovered these dizzy paths. That our critics should 
understand. We National Socialists, too, have deep in 
our hearts our own faith. We cannot do otherwise. No 
man can mould the history of peoples or of the world 
unless he has upon his will and his capacities the blessing 
of Providence.”

In a speech at Regensburg on 6 June 1937 Hitler spoke 
of the social achievement of National Socialism: the 
National Socialist Movement was, he said, the best 
guarantee for a truly social German community of the 
people. “ The Movement does not ask, What arc you ? 
Who are you? Have you money? What have you 
learned? Whence have you come? Have you a for­
tune? Have you a business? Are you an employer 
or a workman ? Or arc you perhaps a Catholic or 
else a Protestant or of some other creed? It puts 
but one question: Are you German and do you

1 V.B., 3 M a y  193 7-
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wish to be German ? And that is to say, Arc you de­
cent and do you wish to be decent? Will you work as 
an honourable man in the midst of your people? Above 
all will you, if necessary, place the interests of your 
people before your own interests? If your answer is 
‘Yes’ , then we welcome you. But I will never allow 
anyone to divide this people once more into religious 
camps, each fighting the other. In this field we have 
experiences enough in German history: wc do not need 
to collect any others. They have been the most lament­
able experiences possible. Formerly our people num­
bered IS-5 millions, and after the Thirty Years War only 
3-6 millions remained. I believe that many who are not 
pleased that we have at last created a single people would 
like to bring once more upon Germany another experi­
ence such as that. This attempt will also fail: never, 
never again will they destroy the German people and 
the German Reich” . . . .

“ You, my Brown Guard, will regard it as a matter of 
course that this German people should go only by the 
way which Providence ordained for it when it gave to 
Germans a common language. So wc go forward with 
the profoundest faith in God into the future. Would that 
which wc have achieved have been possible if Providence 
had not helped us ? I know that all the work of men is 
difficult and transitory when it is not blessed by this 
Omnipotence {Allmacht). But if this Omnipotence 
blesses a work, as it has blessed this work of ours, then 
men cannot destroy it. So long as the supporters of the 
Movement carry firmly in their hands this flag, no power 
of our opponents will ever be able to wrest it from u s .. .  . 
So we can be strong in faith, that faith which inspired 
me in the years 1918-19 when I for the first time un­
furled this flag with the confidence that we must succeed 
in building up a new Germany. To-day more than ever
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arc wc of this faith, For this new Germany stands, and 
dearly marked before it lies its path into the future.” 1

In the "Manchester Guardian", 7 June 1937, Hitler is 
reported to have said in this speech: “ God did not divide 
us, only human beings did.”  This does not occur in the 
German report of the speech,

On 7 September 1937 Hitler said that “ membership of 
a Church (Konfession) could no longer be regarded as a 
factor which was capable of contributing towards the 
building up or maintenance of social life."1

Speaking of the Winter Help Campaign on 5 October 
1937 Hitler said: “ This Winter Help Work is also in the 
deepest sense a Christian work. When I see, as I so often 
do, poorly clad girls collecting with such infinite patience 
in order to care for those who arc suffering from the 
cold while they themselves are shivering with cold, then 
I have the feeling that they are all apostles of a Chris­
tianity— and in truth of a Christianity which can say 
with greater right thanany other: This is the Christianity 
of an honest confession, for behind it stand not words 
but deeds.” 1

At the time of the Anschluß with Austria Hitler "ts 
understood to have said” that "the [Catholic] Church 
[in Austria] will never have cause to regret its loyalty to 
the great German Reich";4 but on 31 March 193S Hitler 
bases his confidence that the Reich will maintain itself on 
the ground that it "is not filled with die designs of the 
Confessions and associations” ; “ in it live only the longing 
and the will of the German people.” 1 There arc to be,

1 F.Z., 8 Ju n e  19 3 7 .
1 V.B., 8 S e p t .  19 3 7 . C f .  s p e e c h  o f  24 F e b .  i 939t V.B., 2 5  F e b .  

19 3 9  oml sec p . 3 7 8  supra.
1 F .Z . ,  7  O c t .  1 9 3 7 . 4 The Times, aç M a r .  19 3 8 . .
* F.Z., I A p r , 19 3 8 .
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ns he said in his proclamation at the Nuremberg Parteitag 
on 6 September iq .jS, “ no interests of the classes, the 
Confessions or the professions, no economic interests, 
only Germany.” *

A deeply interesting and illuminating passage, to which 
there is no parallel in the speeches of these years, oc­
curs iu an address on the character of art in a National 
Socialist State which was delivered at Nuremberg on 6 
September nj3S. An attempt has been made at translation 
into English, though it must he admitted that the making 
of an English version was more than usually difficult.

“ T he proof of the endowment of a true artist is 
always to be found in the fact that his work of art ex­
presses the generai will of a period. Perhaps that is most 
clearly shown in architecture. . . .  The religions mystical 
world of the Christian Middle Ages, turning inwards 
upon itself, found forms of expression which were pos­
sible only for that world— for that world alone could 
they be of service. A Gothic stadium is as unthinkable 
as a Romanesque railway station or a Byzantine market- 
hall. The way in which the artist of the Middle Ages, 
of the beginnings of the modern world, found the artistic 
solution for the buildings which he was commissioned 
to create is in the highest degree striking and admirable. 
That way, however, is no evidence that the conception 
of the content of life held by the folk of his day was in 
itself either absolutely right or absolutely wrong; it is 
evidence only that works of art have rightly mirrored 
the inner mind of a past age. It is therefore quite com­
prehensible that in so far as the attempt is made to carry 
on the life of that past age, those who search for solutions 
of artistic problems can still seek and find there fruitful 
suggestions. Thus one can easily imagine that, for in- 

1 V .B ., 7 Sept. 193t).
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stance, in the sphere of religion men will always work 
backwards to the form-language of a period in which 
Christianity in its view of the world appeared to meet 
every need. On the other hand, at the present moment 
the expression of a new view of the world which is deter­
mined by the conception of race will return to those 
ages which in the past have already possessed a similar 
freedom of the spirit, of the will, and of the mind. Thus, 
naturally, the manifestation in art of a European concep­
tion of the State will not be possible through civilizations, 
as, for example, the civilization of the Far East, which-— 
because foreign to us— have no message for our day, 
but will rather be influenced in a thousand ways through 
the evidences and memories of that mighty imperial 
Power of antiquity which, although in fact destroyed 
fifteen hundred years ago, still as an ideal force lives on 
and works on in the imaginations of men. The more 
nearly the modern State approaches to the imperial idea 
of the ancient World-Power, so more and more will the 
general character of that civilization be manifested in its 
influence upon the formation of the style of our own 
day.”

Our buildings should reflect the spirit of National 
Socialist Germany; those who give commissions for 
buildings should not falsify that spirit and thus call in 
question the foundations of their own weltanschaulich 
existence. “ National Socialism is a cool-headed doctrine 
of realities; it mirrors clearly scientific knowledge and 
its expression in thought." Since we have won the heart 
of our people for this doctrine "we do not wish to fill 
their minds with a mysticism which lies outside of that 
doctrine’s goal and purpose.”  "National Socialism is not 
a cull-movcmcnt— a movement for worship; it is exclu- 
clusively a *volkic' political doctrine based upon racial 
principles. In its purpose there is no mystic cult, only
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the care and leadership of a people defined by a common 
blood-relationship. Therefore we have no rooms for 
worship, but only halls for the people— no open spaces 
for worship, but spaces for assemblies and parades. We 
have no religious retreats, but arenas for sports and 
playing-fields, and the characteristic feature of our places 
of assembly is not the mystical gloom af a cathedral, 
but the brightness and light of a room or hall which 
combines beauty with fitness for its purpose. In these 
halls no acts of worship are celebrated, they are exclu­
sively devoted to gatherings of the people of the hind 
which we have come to know in the course of our long 
struggle; to such gatherings we have become accus­
tomed and we wish to maintain them. Wc will not 
allow mystically-minded occult folk with a passion for 
exploring the secrets of the world beyond to steal into 
our Movement. Sudi folk are not National Socialists, 
but something else— in any case something which has 
nothing to do with us. At the head of our programme 
there stand no secret surmisings but clcar-cut perception 
and straightforward profession of belief. But since we 
set as the central point of this perception and of this 
profession of belief the maintenance and hence the 
security for the future of a being formed by God, we 
thus serve the maintenance of a divine work and fulfil a 
divine will— not in the secret twilight of a new house of 
worship, but openly before the face of the Lord.” 

“ There were times when a half-light was the necessary 
condition for the effectiveness of certain teachings: we 
live in an age when light is for us the fundamental con­
dition of successful action. It will be a sorry day when 
through the stealing in of obscure mystic elements the 
Movement or the State itself issues obscure commis­
sions. . . .  It is even dangerous to issue any commission 
for a so-called place of worship, for with the building
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will arise the necessity for thinking out so-called religious 
recreations or religious rites, which have nothing to do 
with National Socialism. Our worship is exclusively the 
cultivation of the natural, and for that reason, because 
natural, therefore God-willed, Our humility is the un­
conditional submission before the divine laws of exis­
tence so far as they are known to us men: it is to these 
we pay our respect. Our commandment is the coura­
geous fulfilment of the duties arising from those laws. 
Dut for religious rites wc arc not the authorities, but the 
Churches! If anyone should believe that these tasks of 
ours arc not enough for him, that they do not correspond 
with his convictions, then it is for him to prove that God 
desires to use him to change things for the better. In 
no event can National Socialism or the National Socialist 
State give to German art other tasks than those which 
accord with our view of the world."1

By far the fullest treatment of the religious problem to 
be. found in the reported speeches of Hitler was given in the 
Reichstag on 30 January 1939. That treatment is so stir- 
prising in some of its statements that the whole of it is here 
translated.

"Amongst the accusations which arc directed against 
Germany in the so-called democracies is the charge that 
the National Socialist State is hostile to religion. In 
answer to that charge I should like to make before the 
German people the following solemn declaration:"

"1. No one in Germany has in the past been perse­
cuted because of his religious views (Einstellung), nor 
will anyone in the future be so persecuted."

“ 2. The National Socialist State since 30 January 
1933 from public monies derived from taxation through

1 t'.Z., 8 Sept, 193S.
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the organs of the State has placed at the disposal of both 
Cl lurches the following sums:

In the fiscal year 1933 . 130 million Reichsmark

„ ■ .. K U ! ■ I/O „ M
„ », 1935 • 25° „ i>
„ » 1936 • 320 „ 1J
-, » 1937 * 400 „ »
„  193Ö • 500 ,, U

In addition to this there has been paid over some
million Reichsmark each year from contributions of the 
separate States, and some 7 million Reichsmark from 
contributions of the parishes and parish-associations/’

“ Apart from this the Churches arc the greatest landed 
proprietors after the Stale. The value of their property 
in land and forests represents more than some 10 mil­
liards of Reichsmark, while the annual income from this 
landed property is to be estimated as over 300 million 
Reichsmark. T o  this must he added countless gifts, 
testamentary dispositions, and above all the sums arising 
from collections in the churches. Further, the Church 
in the National Socialist State is in many ways favoured 
in regard to taxation, and for gifts, legacies, &c., it enjoys 
immunity from taxation.”

“ It is therefore, to put it mildly— effrontery when 
especially foreign politicians make bold to speak of 
hostility to religion in the Third Reich. But if it be true 
that the German Churches regard this position as in­
tolerable, then the National Socialist State is at any time 
ready to undertake a clear separation between Church 
and State as is already the ease in France, America, and 
other countries. I would allow myself only one question : 
what contributions during the same period have France, 
England, or the United States made through the State 
from the public funds?"

“ 3. The National Socialist State has not closed a
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church, nor has it prevented the holding of a religious 
service, nor lias it ever exercised any influence upon the 
form of a religious service. It has not exercised any 
pressure upon the doctrine nor on the profession of faith 
of any of the Confessions. In the National Socialist 
State anyone is free to seek his blessedness after his own 
fashion.”

“ It is, however, true that if priests, instead of being 
servants of God, prefer to regard as their mission the 
abuse of our present Reich, its institutions or its leaders, 
then die National Socialist State will relentlessly force 
them to realize that no one will be suffered to destroy 
this State, and that priests so soon as they set themselves 
beyond the law will by the law be brought to account 
precisely in the same way as any other German citizen. 
Hut it must beat this point established that there are ten 
thousands and ten thousands of priests of all the Chris­
tian Confessions who perform their ecclesiastical duties 
just as well as or probably better than the political agi­
tators without ever coming into conflict with the laws 
of the State. To protect these the State regards as its 
task; the destruction of the enemies of the State it 
regards as its duty.”

“ 4. The National Socialist State is neither prudish 
nor mendacious. But there are definite moral principles 
which must be maintained in the interest of the bio­
logical health of the nation; violations of these principles 
we will not permit. Pederasty or offences against chil­
dren will be punished by law in this State whoever com­
mits these crimes. Five years ago when leaders of the 
National Socialist Party were guilty of these crimes, they 
were shot. If other persons, whether in private or public 
life, or even if priests commit the same offences, they 
will be punished according to law either with imprison­
ment or penal servitude. Other offences of priests
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ag;iinst their vows of celibacy, &c., do not concern us; 
there has never been a word on this subject in our 
Press.”

“Apart from this, this State has only once intervened 
in the internal regulation of the Churches, that is when 
I myself in 1933 endeavoured to unite the weak and 
divided Protestant Churches of the different States into 
one great and powerful Evangelical Church of the 
Reich.1 That attempt failed through the opposition of 
the bishops of some States; it was therefore abandoned. 
For it is in the last resort not our task to defend or even 
to strengthen the Evangelical Church through violence 
against its own representatives.”

“ If these foreign countries and in particular certain 
democratic statesmen champion with such energy the 
cause of individual German priests, that action can have 
only a political ground, for these same statesmen were 
completely silent when in Russia hundreds of thousands 
of priests were massacred or burnt; they arc completely 
silent when in Spain tens of thousands of priests and 
nuns are slaughtered in a bestial way orare even, while 
still living, thrown into the flames.”

“ They could not— they cannot— deny these facts, but 
they arc silent; they say not a word, while many National 
Socialist and Fascist volunteers offered themselves to 
General Franco in order to help him to stay the further 
spread of this Bolshevist blood-intoxication over Europe, 
that is, over the greater part of civilized humanity. O f

1 O n 4 July 1933 the Dean o f Chichester (A . S. D uncan-Jones) 
had an interview w ith H itler in the course of which he said: “ I am 
a Catholic, I have no place in the Protestant C h u rch .”  " I n c i­
dentally he had told me that he had not wished to intervene. O n 
my protesting that he had in fact done so, his reply w as: ‘T h e y  
were all at sixes and sevens. Som ething had to be donc.” ' A . S . 
Duncan-Jones, The Struggle fo r  Religions Freedom in Germany, 
London, 1938, P- «6«.
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this fad the democratic statesmen should take notice. 
1‘or it was anxiety for European culture and for true 
civilization which caused Germany to take sides in this 
fight of Nationalist Spain against its Bolshevist des­
troyers. It is a sony sign of the mentality in several 
countries that there people arc utterly unable to com­
prehend an action springing from such unselfish mo­
tives. But Germany lias taken part in the revolt of 
General Franco only from the warm desire that he might 
succeed in freeing his country from a danger to which 
Germany itself formerly all but fell a victim.”

“ It cannot therefore be sympathy with or pity for 
persecuted servants of God which has mobilized the 
interest of democratic citizens in certain priests who in 
Germany have come Into conflict with the law: no, it is 
interest in the enemy of the German State. But on one 
point it is well that there should be no uncertainty: the 
German priest as servant of God wc shall protect, the 
priest as political enemy of the German State we shall 
destroy. Wc believe that in this way we shall best avoid 
a development which, as the course of events in Spain 
has shown, might otherwise only too easily lead to a 
defensive action on an incalculable scale. Further, I 
would wish to explain 011c point of principle: it appears 
that in certain circles abroad it is thought that a specially 
vigorous expression of sympathy with those elements 
which in Germany have come into conflict with the law 
might have as a consequence an alleviation of their 
position. Perhaps it is hoped through certain methods 
of publicity to be able to exercise a terroristic influence 
on the German Government. This idea is based upon 
a profound mistake. In the support given from abroad 
to actions directed against the State we see the conclusive 
confirmation of their treasonable character. For the 
mere opposition to a régime has never extorted from the
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democratic countries any sympathy; nor indeed has such 
sympathy been aroused by the persecution or punish­
ment of a political offender. For when was there in 
Germany a stronger opposition than that formed by the 
National Socialists? Yet never was an opposition op­
pressed, persecuted, and harried with baser means than 
was that of the National Socialist Party. But to our 
honour wc can assert that never on that account have 
we enjoyed the pity or the support of such a foreign 
power. This support therefore seems to he intended 
only for those who are planning to destroy the German 
Reich. In consequence of this, in every single case we 
shall in this sympathy see only the compelling reason 
for an intensification of our measures/’ 1

In his speech to the “ Old Guard'* at Munich on 24 
February 193g Hitler said: " I f  positive Christianity 
means love of one’s neighbour, i.e. the tending of the sick, 
the clothing of the poor, the feeding of the hungry', the 
giving of drink to those who are thirsty, then it is we 
who are the more positive Christians. For in these 
spheres the community of the people of National Socialist 
Germany has accomplished a prodigious \vork.,,J

Note I
I  append a trans hit ion of the Law for the Safeguarding o f die 

German Etwtgelical Church of 24 September 2933.
"In  accordance with the will of the members of the Evangelical 

Church the union of the separate State Churches in a German 
Evangelical Church has been completed and secured in a con­
stitution.

" Y e t  the G o vern m en t o f the Itcich has been forced to  o b serve  
w ith  the deepest concern that since the U nion, through the con flict 
o f  C h u rch  gro u p s am ongst each other and against each other, a 
state o f  affairs has gradually arisen w hich tears asunder the u n ity  
o f  the m em bership of the C h urch , dam ages the in d ivid u al’s 

' F.Z., I Feb, 193t) 1 V.B., 26 Feb. 1939.
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freedom  of faith and conscience, harm s the com m unity o f  the 

people and exposes the existence o f  the E vangelical C h urch  itself 

to the greatest dangers."
"T h e  Government of the Reich, earnestly desiring as soon as 

possible to be able to entrust to a C hurch at peace w ithin itself 
the o rderin g o f  its ow n affairs, in accordance w ith  its duty as 
trustee and recognizing that this task cannot be left to any one 

o f  d ie  con flictin g parties, has determ ined upon the fallow ing law 
for securing the future o f  the G erm an  Evangelical C h u rch  and 
for the introduction  of tin order w hich w ill enable the C h urch  to 
determ ine its questions o f  faith and confession in com plete free­
dom  and calm . T h is  taw is herew ith  prom ulgated:

" T lie  R eichs-M in ister for C h u rch  A ffairs, w ith  a view  to the 
restoration of ordered conditions in the G erm an  Evangelical 
C h u rch  and in the Evangelical C h u rch es of the separate States, is 
hereby em pow ered in issue ordinances w ith  b in din g legal force. 
'I'Imî O rdinances w ill be published in the R eich L aw  G a zette ."

24 Septem ber 1935.
T h e  Führer and Ch an cellor o f  the R eich 

A d o l f  H i t l e r .

The Reichs-Minister for Church Affairs
Kraut.”1

Note II
Cf, IT. Go ering, Reden und Aufsätze, Munich, Eher, 1938, 

pp. 116-17 (speech >n the Prussian Staatsrat 18 June 1934), or 
in F.Z., 20 June 1934; pp. 212 sqq. (at the Silesian Gautag 
26 Ocl. 1935) or in F.Z., 29 Oct. 1935.

On the necessary claim to totality implied by a Weltanschauung 
cf. J. Goebbels, Signale der netten Zeit, 3rd edn., Munich, Eher, 

t937. PP 3° - 2< 10I“ “ > io5i *39-

RELIGION. II. HITLER'S FAITH 

It remains to give a feto short extracts illustrating Hitler's 
faith as it has been expressed in his public speeches: that 
faith centres in the will of Providence as expressed in the 
experience of the German people; in the duly of self-help if  

’ Text; Dokumente der deutschen Politik, iii (1937), pp. 263-6.
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man is to secure the help of Goti; in the supreme pore er 
of an undaunted faith, which can believe that disasters may 
be sent to nations as chastisements with the purpose of 
bringing them to self-realization and a change of heart.

In a speech before the Representatives of German Agri­
culture (5 April 1933) Hitler said:

" I f  the Gemimi people has to-d;iy behind it millennia 
-• -for two millennia of which the history is known-— 
millennia of changing destiny, it cannot be the will of 
Providence that the fight was waged for these millennia 
before our dav so that suddenly a people should now 
itself cut the thread of its own life and not enter upon 
the millennia of the future. 'Phis great struggle of the 
past would have been purposeless if we now were to give 
up the struggle for the future.” 1

In a speech delivered to nhl members of the Party at 
Munich on November 1933 Hitler said:

"I believe that Providence would never have allowed 
us to see the victory of the Movement if it had the inten­
tion after all to destroy us at the end.” 1

In a speech to National Socialist women at the Nurem­
berg Parteitag of 1936 [11 September T936] Hitler said:

"I believe in Providence and I believe Providence to be 
just. Therefore I believe that Providence always rewards 
the strong, the industrious, and the upright.” J

In a speech at Rosenheim on n  August 1933 Hitler said: 
“ Fifteen years ago I had nothing save my faith and my 
will. To-day the Movement is Germany, to-day this

1 Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i f 1 <>35). PP- 2.21-2.
1 V.B., »o N«v. 1933.
J Ci led from the Manchester Guardian, 14 Svili, 1936.
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Mo verno il has won ilio German nailon ami formed the 
Reich. Would that have been possible without the 
blessing of the Almighty? Or do they who ruined Ger­
many wish to maintain that /Aeyhave had God’s blessing? 
What we arc we arc, not against but with the will of 
Providence. And so long as we are loyal, honest, and 
ready to fight, so long as we believe in our great work 
and ilo not capitulate, we shall also in the future have 
the blessing of Providence. . . . And if in the future, too, 
fate wishes to put us once more to the test, such hammer- 
blows of Providence should make us only the harder, 
the more steadfast.” 1

In the final speech at the Nuremberg Parteitag ofi Sep­
tember 1937 Hitler said: *'For us the truth of a wise old 
saying can really stand as proven: ’Often the deepest 
love of Providence towards its creatures is expressed in 
chastisement.1

In a speech to the " Old Guard" ofi the Party delivered 
at Munich on iq March 1934 Hitler said:

“ Whatever the attitude of the individual may be 
towards this or that detail which does not please him, 
yet I would have everyone say to himself: We have 
experienced a miracle, something unique, something the 
like of which there has hardly been in the history of the 
world. God first allowed our people to be victorious for 
four and a half years, then He abased us, laid upon 
us a period of shamelessness, but now after a struggle 
of fourteen years he has permitted us to bring that 
period to a close. It is a miracle which has been wrought 
upon the German people, and we would not fall into the 
fault which possessed the German people at the end of

1 V.B., 12 Aug. 1935.
1 Berliner Tageblatt, 15 Sept, 1937.
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the war-years: we would not be ungrateful. What has 
come to pass during the last year is so unheard of that 

■ it must constrain us to profound humility. It shows us 
that the Almighty lias not descried our people, that He 
received it into favour at the moment when it redis­
covered itself. And that our people shall never again 
lose itself, that must be our vow so long as wc shall live 
and so long as the Lord gives us the strength to carry 
on the fight.” '

In his proclamation to the German People on t January 
1939 Hitler said:

“ The National Socialist Movement lias wrought tills 
miracle. If Almighty God granted success to this work, 
then the Party was His instrument,” 2

In his closing speech at the Parteitag in Nuremberg in 
September 1936 Hitler said: “ The Party must above all 
be the supporter of the optimism which is so familiar to 
us National Socialists. Every vice can be more easily 
mastered, its effects can be more readily destroyed, than 
pessimism and the consequences of pessimism. Woe to 
him who has not faith: he sins against the meaning of 
the whole of life. . . .  It was the miracle of faith which 
saved Germany” . . , .

"That is why the Party must over and over again 
break through to the heart of the mass of our people: 
the mass of the people is the best, the strongest sup­
porter of our faith. It is the people alone which bears in 
itself the courage, the bravery, the confidence which 
nature gives to primitive creatures for the maintenance of 
their life. If the generals had always been as courageous 
as the grenadiers have ever had to be many a battle had 
not been lost. And if the politicians are as strong in 

1 F.Z., 21 Mur. 1934. 1 V.D., 1 Jan. 1939.
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faith as the mass of the people is loyal, then as leaders 
of their peoples they are invincible."‘

hi a speech at Coburg on the 13th anniversary of the 
"Deutscher Tag" (cf. p. 131 supra), 13 October 1937, 
Hiller said:

"Remain strong in your faith, as you were in former 
years. In this faith, in its close-knit unity our people 
to-day goes straight forward on its way and no power 
on carili will avail to stop it. This conviction makes tnc 
strong to speak in your name before the rest of the 
world . . . and to defend the nation's right to live 
{Lebensrecht). And this conviction gives me, too, the 
inner assurance that the fight for this— our people’s right 
to live— will be brought to a successful finish. This 
unity of spirit1 gives to a nation immense strength, a 
strength that is greater than external arms. For the first 
time in our history' a German can rise to speak before 
the world in the name of the whole people. For the 
first time in the face of the world a German in the name 
of his people can make those claims which on our part 
can admit of no abatement because their realization is 
essential for the life of the German pcoplc.,,J

At the Harvest Thanksgiving Festival on the Biickcberg 
held on 3 October 1)37 Hitler said:

" I f  wc pursue this way, if we are decent, industrious, 
and honest, if we so loyally and truly fulfil our duty, 
then it is my conviction that in the future as in the past 
the Lord God will always help us. In the long run He 
never leaves decent folk in the lurch. Often He may 
test them, He may send trials upon them, but in the

’ F.Z., i 6  S e p t .  1936.
1 German : diese innere Geschlossenheit.
> F.'/.. 17 Oct. 1937,
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long run Mc always lets Mis sun shine upon them once 
more and at the end He gives them His blessing.” 1

In a speech at Frankfurt a. .17. on id March 193O 
Hitler said: "Build on your own strength and hope not 
for the help of others. If you do, then you do not 
deserve that help at all. You must he anchored in your­
self and must set yourself with feet firmly planted on 
this oscillating world. Only so can vou appeal to your 
God and pray Him to support and bless your courage, 
your work, your perseverance, your strength, your reso­
lution, and with all these your claim on lifc.” J

In a speech at Hamburg on 20 March if/jß he said: "In 
this world him who does not abandon himself the 
Almighty will not desert. Him who helps himself will 
the Almighty always also help; He will show him the 
way by which lie can gain his rights, his freedom, and 
therefore his future.” 1

In March 1933 Hitler began a speech with the text 
"Except the Lord build the house they labour in vain” . 
. . . "The truth of that text was proved if one looks at 
the house of which the foundations were laid in 1918 
and which since then has been in building. G od’s 
blessing was not with the builders and they have built 
the house very badly. . . . The beginning of their work 
was founded on a lie, on perjury and breach of faith.

1 F.Z., 4 Oct. 1937. 1 V.B., 18 Mur. 193G.
1 V.li., 22 Mar. 193G. Hitler constantly insists on this theme 

of self-help: "It is not Heaven", he anici in Sep teen ber »933 {V.B., 
S Sept. 1933), "which gives to the peoples life, freedom, and 
bread, but it is through their own labours and their own virtues 
that they must win their life and their existence. They must ever 
win them afresh in order to possess them.'1 In his address to the 
Reich Railway Society ( R e ic h ib a h iig ts e llx h a ft)  on 23 Sept. 1933 
he said (F.Z., 24 Sept. 1933): "N o one helps us if we do not help 
ourselves."
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And \vc have experienced since then how, from this lie, . 
of necessity new suffering and misfortune must develop. 
Lie upon lie Followed the first great lie, and now they 
are not afraid to disown their own work. With brazen 
effrontery they come before the nation and state: ‘We 
have no responsibility for what has happened.’ When 
wc to-day are asked about our programme we can only 
give one reply: Wc want to make a fresh beginning with 
a truth. . . .  And the first thought contained in this truth 
is this: a people must understand that its.future lies only 
in its own strength, in its capacity, its industry, its 
courage. The world will not help, the people must help 
itself. Its own strength is the source of life. That 
strength the Almighty has given us to use: that in it and 
through it wc may wage the battle of our life. . . . The 
others in past years have not had the blessing of the 
Almighty—of Him Who in the last resort, whatever 
man may do, holds in His hands the final decision, 
Lord God, let us never hesitate or play the coward, let 
us never forget the duty' which we have taken upon 
us” . , . .

•‘One must be able to say once again: People, hold 
your heads high and proudly once more! You arc no 
longer enslaved and in bondage, but you are free again 
and can justly say: Wc arc all proud that through God's 
powerful aid wc have become once more true Germans. 1

In his speech on May Day 1933 Hitler said :
“ Wc want honestly to earn the resurrection of our 

people through our industry, our perseverance, our will. 
Wc ask not of the Almighty ‘Lord, make us free 1 wc 
want to be active, to work, to agree together as brothers, 
to strive in rivalry with one another to bring about the

1 Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung, 5 Mar. 1933. Cf. the prayer on 
p. 410 infra. ■
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hour when we can come before Him and when we may 
ask of Him: ‘Lord, Thou sccst that we have transformed 
ourselves, the German people is no longer the people of 
dishonour, of shame, of war within itself, of fainthearted­
ness and little faith: no, I-ord, the German people has 
become strong again in spirit, strong in will, strong in 
endurance, strong to bear all sacrifices,’ ”

“  ‘Lord, we will not let Thee go: bless now our fight 
for our freedom; the fight we wage for our German 
people and Fatherland.’ ” l

In a speech to the Party Leaders at the Nuremberg 
Parteitag ou i i  September 193(1 Hitler said:

“ We have lived through so much hardship that we 
have but one petition to make of the grace and favour 
of Providence: Spare our children that which we had to 
endure.” 2

Hitler closed his speech in the Reichstag on 20 February 
193S with the prayer:

“ In this hour I would ask of the Lord God only this: 
that, as in the past, so in the years to come He would give 
His blessing to our work and our action, to our judge­
ment and our resolution, that He will safeguard us from 
all false pride and from all cowardly servility, that He may 
grant to us to find the straight path which His Providence 
has ordained for the German people, and that He may 
ever give us the courage to do the right, never to falter, 
never to yield before any violence, before any danger.” 1

In a speech at Würzburg on 27 June 1937 Hitler said:

“ Wc have faith in our people and beyond that in the 
Movement which represents this people of the future,

1 Dokmntiite iter deutschen Politik, i ( 1 9 3 5 ) . PP- I S 0 - 1 - 
1 V.D., 13 Sept. 19 3 6 . 1 21 F e b .  1938.
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the Movement in which our whole failli found its first 
expression and in which it will find its consummation. 
. . .  I see clearly what man can do and where his limita­
tions lie, but I am convinced that men who are created 
by God should live in accordance with the will of the 
Almighty. However weak the individual may be in the 
last resort in his whole being and action when compared 
with the omnipotence and will of Providence, yet at the 
moment when he acts as this Providence would have 
him act he becomes immeasurably strong. Then there 
streams down upon him. that force which has marked all 
greatness in the world's history.1 And when I look back 
only on the five years which lie behind us then I feel 
that I am justified in saying: That has not been the 
achievement of men alone! If Providence had not 
guided us 1 could often never have found these dizzy 
paths. And that should be recognized especially by our 
critics! Thus it is that wc National Socialists, too, have 
in the depths of our hearts our faith. We cannot do 
otherwise: no man can fashion world-history or the 
history of peoples unless upon his purpose and his 
powers there rests the blessing of this Providence.” 1

In a speech delivered in Berlin on 9 October 1934 
Hitler said:

“ The people must be able to have faith in something. 
If you take away from it the belief in international 
solidarity, then you must give it in its place the belief in 
national solidarity. If you destroy men’s confidence in 
the national community of the people, then men will 
seek after another community, and then once more they 
will fall a victim to those who as international parasites 
and wreckers only lie in wait for the time when they can

1 German: die alle großen Erscheinungen der Wett ausgezeichnet 
hat.

• V.D., î S June 1937.
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break up the framework of the people's lives in order to 
transform the work! into a universal chaos. Tint the 
meaning of a community of the people can be only this: 
through waging in common the life-battle, in good for­
tune and in ill fortune alike, by service and by sacrifice 
to guarantee the preservation of all.” 1

1 F.X., io Oct. 1934.
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15. C O N S T I T U T I O N
I . T H  lì C O N S T IT U T IO N  O F  T H E  N A T  IO N  A I. S O C IA L IS T  S T A T E  

Thu Weimar Constitution has never been formally abrogated; 
no single National Socialist statement of the new Constitution 
has taken its place. It was through the form3 of the Weimar 
Constitution that the National Socialists came to power. But 
over and over again National Socialists have insisted that their 
assumption of power— the Much!Übernahme— was no mere change 
of government, it was a fundamental Revolution, the triumph of 
a Weltanschauung which was bound to refashion the whole State 
according to its own principles. True, the Weimar Constitution 
lias not been abrogated by any formal legislation, but in a changed 
(Germany it has been superseded,1 and in so far as individual 
clauses of that Constitution arc still regarded ns valid, that 
validity depends not upon the force of the original enactment: it 
is based upon a Reception of former law into the new body of 
National Socialist law, a Reception which rests upon the will of 
the Führer. The Constitution is in fact in process of develop­
ment: it is coming into being b y  a natural growth— not by any 
single legislative enactment ; it keeps paec with the Voikteerdung—  
the coining into being of the community of the German people—  
the conscious Volksgemeinschaft.

The period of the glorification of the State as the supreme end 
in itself is closed: at the centre of the constitutional law of the 
Reich stands the People and not the State. The State is not an 
end : it is but a means, it is an instrument of the National Socialist 
Movement, “ an instrument [ O r g a n )  in the hand of Adolf Hitler’ 1.*- 
Just as the Weimar Constitution fully reflected the principles of 
the Liberatislic period with its insistence on Parliamentarianism, 
on the ''fundamental rights’ ’ of the individual which could be 
asserted against the State, with its "objectivity" permitting free­
dom of expression to differing political parties representing vary­
ing political standpoints;1 so the new Constitution must mirror

1 Cf.,e.g., Carl Schmitt, Staat, Benegwtg, V o lk , Hamburg (1934), 
PP- S «IT

1 C a r l  S c h m it t ,  V.D., 19  F e b .  19 3 4 .

1 Cf. Frank, F.Z., y July 1933'

 



th e  sole su p rem acy o f  an essentially intolerant Weltanschauung 
w h ich  fan atically  deines the values o f  the L iheralistic age. T h e  
individual can no longer assert his ‘ ‘ fundam ental righ ts” :' he 
m ust be rem inded that his duties to the com m unity o f  the p eople 
are p aram o u n t; for o th er political parties than the N atio n al 

So cia list M o vem en t there can be n o  p lace ; Parliam entarian Ism, 

together w ith  its principle o f  authority com ing from  below , m u st 
be sup erseded  b y  a principle o f  personal respon sibility  w ith  

auth ority  com in g from  above. G overn m en t through the decision s 
o f  m ajorities is incom patible w ith  tire new  Weltanschauung' tit its 

stead the p rin ciple  of L eadership  must prevail.
F o r the E nglish  student of the new C onst itili ion it is precisely  

the application o f  the L eadership  prin ciple— the FiiUrtrpttnaip  
— w h ich  form s the greatest d ifficulty, for the essential link w h ich  
in N ational Socialist theory o f  the State unites the people w ith  the 
Führer is a  purely m ystical conception. T h e  peop le  on a basis o f 

com m on blood creates a com m unity and as such  possesses a 
sp irit— a Votksgeisl-— w hich is no mere opinion o f the m om ent 
b u t is rooted in national history and national character. T h a t  
spirit o f the people m ay indeed be falsified and m isled— to it 

" p u b lic  o p in io n " may at any given tim e be no safe g u id e ; it 
rem ains, how ever, anchored in the subconsciousness o f  the 
people until the tim e w hen a Loader arises w ho is p rofoun dly  

inspired b y  a  realization of the uncorrupted Vviksgtist w h ich  he 
can then evoke once m ore from  the p eop le ’s subconsciousness, 
and by this power o f  evocation dem onstrates his antonom ous 

im m ediate title  to L eadership.1 T h a t title is not con ferred  upon 
him  by any hum an authority ; “ lie is his own best evid en ce, his 
w itn ess is w ith in ,”  T h ro u g h  his ow n personality he aw akes the 

unquestioning absolute loyally  o f  the people as his fo llow ers,J 
H e is no representative to w hom  the people has given a m andate: 
he is the incarnation of the S p irit o f the people, and it is only 
through his interpretation that the people is led to a fu ll realiza­
tion o f  itself. H e is w hat he is through the people w hose b lo o d - 
knit com m u nity  he interprets: the people recognizes its ow n

’ Frcisler, F .Z .,  i Mar. 1939 ; and cf. Otto Koellrcuttcr, Dtuiscfttt 
VcrjammgiucUt, Berlin, 1935' PP' 81 stKT. -tid edition, 1936, pp. 
84 sqq. : Cf. Hess, V .B ., 17 May 1936.

J T h e  G erm an people constitute* a Ver trautntgemtinstkaft. 
Frank, V.U ., 1 Feb, 1934.
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calling through his leadership. It is this m ystic faith— this 
N ational Socialist " M y th o s " — w hich can along explain the new  
con stitutional theory o f  the G erm an  State .1

T h e  N ational Socialist P arly  preceded the N ational Socialist 
S tate: it had before 1933 con structed  w hat w as practically a State  

w ithin the State .1 T h e  Party w as not the creation o f  the State ; 
it ow es nothing to the State. It has form ed the State and continues 

to inspire it w ith  its own fanatical passion: in its hierarchical 

organization it stands beside the State  in com plete independence, 
though it has the right to call upon the State for assistance. 
S o  fa r  as concerns the N ational Socialist idea and Weltanschauung, 
together w ith  the general principles determ ining the character o f 

the G overn m en t, it stands ubove the State .1 T h e  Party and the 
State  form  a unity, hut that does not mean that they arc thereby 
identified: “ Party and State are distinguished hut not separated; 
they arc united, hut not fu seti."1 Each has its own sphere. T h e  

w ords o f  the Führer spoken at the Parteitag o f 1934 (see A d d e n ­

dum , p. 06a), “ T h e  State docs not give orders to us, it is w e w ho 
g iv e  orders to the S ta te " , have created m uch difficulty. T h e y  w ere 

o rig inally  g iven  their natural m eaning and it w as con cluded that

1 On this "M ythos" of the National Socialist State cf. R. Bon­
nard, Le Droit et l'État tlam la Joe trine natiouale-socialiste, Paris, 
1936. pp. 92 stpj. It is, of course, a "fa ith ": thus W . Willintsky 
( Volli nud Führer, Leipzig, 1936) admits that the denial of a unified 
will of the people can be supported by good arguments, but “ that 
denial must be wrong otherwise the National Socialist conception 
of the People could not be true : if Volk— People— is to constitute 
a political principle, then this political People must have a single 
(einheitlichen) w ill” . Thus Professor Paul Schnabel o f the U ni­
versity of Malic enn say: "National Socialism docs not demand 
from its adherents that they should be convinced (überzeugt) of the 
rightness of its doctrine but that they should believe in it. A  refu­
tation of the Mythos of National SociaJism there cannot be, for 
National Socialism is a faith (Glaubetmache)." Cited from the 
Mitteldeutsche Flalionalseitung in Miles Eedesiac, Hitler gegen 
Christus, Paris. 193G, p. z7- “ Our religion would not exist, were it 
not for our blood", Ley, at Cologne on 15 Dee. 1933.

1 On this Staat im Unstaate cf. Anton Lingg, Die Verwaltung der 
Nationalsozialistischen Deut sehen Arbeiter [Mirtei, M unich, 1939, p. 4.

1 Cf. Frank, F.Z., 19 June 193S.
4 Carl Schmitt, Staat, Besorgung, Volk (sec p. 43a), p. a i ;  

cf. A. Lingg, op. eit., pp. 25-6. .
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the Party gave its orders to the S ta te .1 But this w as soon seen to  be 
incom patible w ith  N ational Socialist constitutional th eo ry: it w as 
explained that th e  w ords m eant that “ the m inisters com m issioned 
by the F ü h rer . . . w h o  possess his confidence arc responsible to 
him  alone for secu rin g  that the fundam ental ideas o f  N a tio n al 
Socialism  arc realized in every  sp here” .1 A s  G o eb b els  said : 

every m em ber o f  the P arty w ho held an office in the State  m ust 
regard h im self first o f  alt as a N ational Socialist, must m ould  his 

actions on  the p rin ciples o f  the Party, and co-operate clo sely  w ith  

the Party officials.3
A s against the "o b je c tiv ity ”  o f  the adm inistration un der the 

W eim ar R epu blic  the w hole  civil service is now  “ p o litic ized ” :4 
it m ust be penetrated w ith  the N ational Socialist Weltanschauung, 
and  the close interaction o f  Party and Sta le  is secured by tb c 
appointm ent o f  officials o f  the Party organization to corresp ond in g

1 In June 1933 Staatsrat Waldmann of the Württemberg 
Staaisministciium published certain fundamental principles which 
should govern the civil service, among which he stated that the 
administration of the Party should be so developed alongside of 
the State that everywhere the control of the Movement over the 
State authorities could be exercised and thus take the place left 
vacant by the cessation of parliamentary control. F .Z ., 13 June 1933.

Frick (Rcichsm inis ter des Innern), Der Neubau des Dritten  
Reiches, Berlin. Heymann (no date) [1934], p. 14. Cf. G . Nccssc, 
Partei mid Staat ( D er deutsche Staat der Gegenwart, cd. Carl 
Schmitt, Heft so), Hamburg, Hanseatische Verlagsanstalt, 1936, 
pp. 27-S.

1 Deutsche Verwaltung, 1934, p. 284 (cited from Nccssc).
4 Cf. the very interesting work of Hans Gerber (Professor in 

the University of Tübingen), Poti list he Erziehung des Beamtentums 
im Nationalsozialistischen Stani, Tübingen, Mohr, 1933. Hitler 
nowhere in his speeches deals in any detail with the reform and 
"purification” of the civil service of the Reich; it would therefore 
be out of place to treat of that subject here, but reference may be 
made to F. M , Marx, Government in the Third Reich, 2nd edn., 
New York and London, M cGraw-Hill Book Co., 1937, ch. 5; 
E. R. Huber, Verfassung, Hamburg, Hanseatische Verlags a ns ta It, 
1937, § 23; and in the scries Das Recht der nationalen Revolution, 
cdd. G . Kaiscnbcrg and F . A. Medicos: H. Seel, Erneuerung des 
Beamtentums ( —■ Heft 4), and Die Neuordnung des Beamtenrechts 
( =  Heft 8); H. Seel and A. lì. Krause, Der Behördenangestellte int 
Neuen Reich ( =  Heft 7), Berlin, Heymann, oll three published in
1933*
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posts in the State service (the system  o f Personal union) and by 
drafting " o ld  figh ters"' o f  the M ovem ent into the civ il service  o f 

the State. T h e re  is a tendency in N ational Socialist w ritin g  to 
regard the State as a m ere m echanism , a means to  carry  into 

execution the will o f  the Party: this is, it w ou ld  appear, dangerous 
doctrin e, for the N ational Socialist aim  is to  inspire the entire 
adm inistration o f  the State w ith  an active  and passionate devotion 
to the [trincipics'nf the P arty .1 Further, the depu ty  o f  the Führer 

controls the nom ination and prom otion o f  all State officials su b ­
je c t  to the final approval o f the Führer,1 and thus, in the w ords o f 

N e csse /  "b rin g s  the influence o f  the Party to b earu p on  the S la te " . 
In  short, in lite National Socialist C onstitution  there is no op p o r­
tu n ity  o f  escaping from  the fact that the Party is the prim ary 

elem ent, the State is but secondary.
A nd in the Fiihrerstaal the principle or leadership and o f 

personal responsibility everyw h ere replaces the deliberative body 
and the decision by the vote o f  the m ajority. W h ile  the R eichsrat 
has been abolished,’ the R eichstag has been transform ed: its 
m em bers arc, it is true, elected, b u t here, it has been explained, 
the m ajority decision is "p u re ly  fo rm a l":4 the R eichstag, d is­
solved  at the w ill o f  the Führer, reassem bles as the result o f  a 
plebiscite not to discuss proposed legislation b u t, it may b e , to 

pass laws drafted b y  the P a rty /  and, in any event, to reassert 
w ith ou t debate its confidence in the Führer and in his policy. 
T h e  N ational Socialist Reichstag indeed closely resem bles the 

Rom an Senate o f  the L ater E m p ire: it lias been styled  “ the m ost

1 For the differentiation between "Old Fighters" and "Old 
Guard" cf. the regulation issued by the Führcr’s deputy on 8 May 
1934, and cf. Necsse, op. cit., p, 65.

1 On the necessity for "sub-leaders" ( Vulerflthrerlum) cf. E. H. 
Huber, IfVrcM wid Inhalt der politischen Verfassung, Hamburg, 1935, 
p. 82; Otto Kncllrcutter, Deutsches Verfasswigsreehl, Berlin, I935> 
p. 13t.

J Order nF 24 Sept, 1935. Text in W . Fioche, D ie Gesetzgebung 
des Kabinetts Hitler, Heft 15, p. tôt.

* Cf. W- Stuekart and G. Necsse, Partei und Staat ( =  Schriften 
des jV-S. Reehtnnahrerbundes in Oesterreich, Heft 6), Vienno, 
Deutscher Re d its-Verlag. 1938. PP. 23-3°­

» T5y the law of 14 Feb. 1934.
6 C f. Otto Koellrcutter, Deutsches Verfassungsrecht, Berlin, 1935, 

p. r.[6; 2nd edition, 193(1, P- !47- 1 e.g. rhe Nuremberg Lows.
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h igh ly  paid m ale chorus iti the w o rld ” . It is only in the G erm an  
law -courts (hat (he principle o f decision by the single L ea d er­

personality lias not yet been a p p lied .1
A n d  a b o v e  Party an d  S late  alike there stands the F üh rer : it  is 

throu gh Fithrcrtttm  that the people is brought to political u n ity. 
F rom  the un ity  o f  the people w hich has been already created  by 
N atu re  the F ü h re r creates the conscious political people in its 
readiness for action and thereby creates the "v o lk ic ”  State . It 

is oru this achievem ent tiiat is based the confidence w h ich  is 

reposed in him . F rom  this achievem ent there arises that totality  
o f  p ow er in the State  w h ich  belongs to the Führer. A ll State  
functions are united in him . H is is the authority o f  the G o v e rn ­
m ent through w hich arc determ ined the leading political aim s, 
th rou gh  w h ich  the suprem e political decisions are m ade. H is is - 
the legislative authority w hich he exercises in close co-operation  
w ith his im m ediate collaborators. His is the authority in foreign  
affairs: it lies w ith  him to determ ine foreign p o licy, w ith  him 

rests the conclusion of alliances and treaties, the decision on w ar 
and peace. H is is the suprem e m ilitary com m and, and he i$ 

therefore com m ander-in-chief o f  the G erm an p eo p le ’s arm y 
whose construction is his w ork. l i e  stands at the head o f  the 

entire dom estic executive authority w hich is exercised b y  the 
adm inistration in his name and by his com m ission. In  this 
capacity he sets up  the couris w hich in independence w ith in  the 
fram ework of the political unity of the people adm inister ju stice  
{Recht spreche it). His is an inalienable and illim itable suprem e 
authority w hich is manifested w ith especial clearness in m om ents 
o f  actual political danger. T h e  entire pow er o f  the State, internal 

and externa! alike, is united in the hand o f the F ü h rer: and ns 
the holder o f  this pow er he is sovereign.1

1 For the suggestion that the principle should also be applied in 
the judicial sphere cf. R. Freister, “ lit was über Führer tum in der 
R echtspflege '’ , Schriften der Akademie fü r  Deutsches Recht, Sonder­
druck N o. t, Berlin, 1935-; and cf, F .Z .,  9 O et. 1934 (L en t); F .Z .,
9 D ec. 193+ (Freister); F .Z ., 3 Jan. 1935 ( K is c h ) ;K Z ., 25 A p r. 1935 
(D ieckhofï on "D eu tsch e und englische Rechtspflege” ).

1 Translated  from  E. R. H uber, Wesen und Inhalt der politischen 
Verfassung, H om burg, 1935, pp. 82-3. C f. his article on "D u s 
Staatsoberhaupt des deutschen Reiches” , Zeitschrift fü r  die gesamte 
S t  an tsvjissa ischaft, xcv (1935), pp. 202-29.
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And it’ that indeed is so, we can understand the terse definition

of Dr. Frank, who in May 1936 declared: "O ur Constitution is
the Will of the Führer.1’1

The Principal Laws creating the unified National 
Socialist State

1. 2+ March 1933. The so-called Enabling Law (Gesetz sur 
Behebung der N ot von Volk und Reich). Text in Dokumente der 

deutschen Politik , i (1933), pp. 4*~3-: ’H»« validity of the law 
was prolonged until 1 April 1941 by a law of 30 January 1937- 
T ext: Dokumente der deutschen P o litik , v (1938), pp. 56-7.

2. Laws for co-ordinating the German States (Länder) with the 
Reich (" Gleichschaltung” ), see p. 267.

3. I December 1933. Law for securing the unity of Party and 
State. T ext in Dokumente der deutschen P olitik , i (1935)1 PP- 
90-j ; English translation in J. K. Pollock and H. J. Heneman, 
The H itler Decrees, 2nd cdn., Ann Arbor, Michigan p. 26, 
or in W. E. Happaid, W. R. Sharp, H. W . Schneider, J. K . 
Pollock, S. N. Harper, Source Book o f European Governments, 
New York, Van Nostrand, 1937, part iv, pp. 67-8.

4. 1 August 1934. Law on the Head of the German Reich (after 
von Hinde!)burg’s death). Text in Dokumente der deutschen 
Politik, ii (1936), pp. 24-5; English translation in j. K . Pollock 
and H, J. Heneman, op. eit,, p. 25, or in Source Booh, part iv, 
p. iS.

5. 30 January 1934. Law on the New Structure of the Reich. 
Text in Dokumente der deutschen P olitik , ii {1936), p. 101; 
English translation in J. K. Pollock and H. J. Heneman, op. 
eit., p. 22, or in Source Book, pan iv, pp. 16-17.

6. 30 January 1935. The German Municipal Code. Text in 
Dokumente der deutschen Politik , iii (1937). PP-126-51 ; English 
translation in Source Booh, part iv, pp, 34-65.

7. 15 September 1935. The laws passed at Nuremberg on Ger­
man citizenship and on the defence of German Blood and 
German Honour. Text in Dokumente der deutschen Politik, 
iii (1937)1 PP- l 53S >  English translation in Source Book, 
Part iv, pp, 77-83.

1 V .B ., ao May 1936.
: English translation appended. See Note.
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iXote

L a w  f o r  R e m o v i n g  t h e  D i s t r e s s  o f  P e o p l e  a n d  R e i c h 1 
2 4  M a r c h  1 9 3 3

(The so-called "Enabling Luto")
"T h e  Reichstag has enacted the following law which with the 

approval o f the Rcichsrat is hereby promulgated after establish­
ment of the fact that the requirements for legislation effecting 
changes in the Constitution have been observed:

Article I. Laws for the Reich (Reiehegrsetse) can he enacted by 
the Government of the Reich as well as through lire proce­
dure contemplated in the Constitution of the Reich. This 
applies also to the laws specified in Articles 85, § a, and 87 
of the Constitution of the Keith.

Article II. T h e I-~aws for the Reich enacted by the Govern­
ment of the Reich can deviate from the Constitution of the 
Reich so far as they have not for their subject the institution 
of the Reichstag and Rcichsrat as such. The rights o f the 
President of the Reich remain unaffected.

Article III. The laws for the Reich enacted by the Govern­
ment of the Reich shall be drafted by the Chancellor of the 
Reich and published in the Heichsgextzbtatt. They come 
into effect, unless it be otherwise provided, on the day fol­
lowing their publication. Articles 08 to 77 of the Constitu­
tion of the Reich do nut apply to the laws enacted by the 
Government of the Reich.

Article IV. Treaties of the Reich with foreign States which 
relate to matters which form the subject of Reich legislation 
do not need the approval of the bodies participating in legis­
lation.- The Government of the Reich issues the directions 
which ate needed for the execution of these treaties.

Article V. This law comes into effect on the day of its publi­
cation. It becomes inoperative on t April 1937. It further 
becomes inoperative when the present Government of the 
Reich is succeeded by another Government.

Berlin 24 March 1933.
The Reichspresident, v o n  h i n d e n  n u n c .

1 Gtscla nur Behebung der Not von Voik und Reich.
1 i.e. Reichstag flncl Rcichsrnt: cf, Weimar Constitution, Art.

-15, 5 3­
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' f l i c  Rciclwclianccllor, ADOLF HITLER.

Tlic Rcichsministcr for the Interior, frick.
The Reichs minister for Foreign Affairs, FREIHERR VON NEURATH.

The Reitham mister of Finance, craf Schwerin von kkosict.*
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C O N S T I T U T I O N

In his speech io the Reichstag on 23 March 1933 Hitter 
said: “ A more comprehensive reform of the Reich will 
he possible only as a result of the development of the 
people’s life.' Its aim must be the construction of a 
constitution combining the people’s will with the autho­
rity of real leadership. The legal sanction to such a 
constitutional reform will he granted by the nation 
itself.” “

In his speech in the Reichstag on 30 January 1937 > 1,1 
his survey of the icoric still to be accomplished by National 
Socialist Germany, Hitler said: “ And finally it will be 
one of our future tasks to give the German people a 
Constitution which will be in harmony with the real life 
of our people, as that life has developed politically. This 
Constitution will place its seal on this life for all time to 
come and will be an imperishable and fundamental law 
for all Germans."3

In his speech in the Reichstag on 30 January 1934 Hitler 
said: "With all honour to the merits of monarchy and 
with all due respect to the really great emperors and 
kings of German history, the question of the final form 
of the German Reich cannot now be discussed.”

“ Whatever decision may be taken some day by the 
nation and its leaders, there is one thing which they 
should never forget: The man who stands at the head 
of affairs in Germany is appointed by the German people

1 German text : Eint wciicrgehciide Reform tin Reichs wird sich 
mir aus der lebendigen Entmefdung ergeben können. My attempt at 
a transition is avowedly a paraphrase: the officia) English transla­
tion is "can only result from active dev el op ment".

3 German text: Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i (193s), p. 28; 
authorized English translation in The Reto Germany desires Work 
and Peace, p, iS.

> Dokumente der deutschen Politik, v (1938)- P- S4! authorized 
English translation (in pamphlet form), p. 44­
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and is responsible to them alone. I myself feel that I am 
merely commissioned by the nation to carry out those 
reforms which will enable it some day to take the final 
decision regarding the definite constitution of the 
Reich.” '

In the same speech on jo  January 1934 Hitler said that 
“ I felt that I was merely the representative and champion 
of my people. I was convinced that, even if compre­
hension of the inner meaning of the mission of our 
Movement must still be momentarily lacking in count­
less cases, our practical activities would soon meet with 
the intuitive approval of the nation. And, since that 
historic hour, I have never for a moment regarded the 
task that became mine otherwise than as a commission 
entrusted to me by the whole of the German people, 
even if millions, cither consciously or unconsciously, 
were then not clear about this fact or if they did not 
wish to accept it as the truth." ■

"Hence I have never regarded the authority of office 
as in any way a possible substitute for the confidence of 
the nation, but have always honestly endeavoured to use 
the authority inherent in office for gaining the confidence 
of the people. I may, therefore, proudly confess that, 
just as the National Socialist Movement had its origins 
exclusively in the people, so we too, as the Government, 
have never thought otherwise than as the people, with 
the people, and for the people."1

In introducing the Enabling Bill before the Reichstag 
Hitler said (23 March 1933) -'

“ In order to place themselves in a position to fulfil 
the tasks outlined above, the Government have had 
the Enabling Bill introduced in the Reichstag by the

1 V.B., 31 Jan. 1934; authorized English translation (in pam­
phlet form), p. 14'

1 Authorized English 1 runs! fit ion. p. 10.
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National Socialist and German National parties. Part 
of the proposed measures require the majority necessary 
for constitutional amendments. The carrying out of 
these tasks is necessary. It would be contrary to the 
spirit of the national renaissance and not meet the 
necessities of the case if the Government were to nego­
tiate and ask for the sanction of the Reichstag to their 
measures in each case. Rut in promoting this Bill the 
Government are not actuated by the intention of doing 
away with the Reichstag as such. On the contrary, they 
reserve for themselves in future the opportunity of in­
forming the Reichstag regarding their measures or of 
obtaining its sanction’’. . . .

“ Yet it is all the more necessary that the National 
Government should be given that sovereign position 
which, at such a time, is the only one suited to prevent 
a different development. The Government will only 
make use of these powers in so far as they are essential 
for carrying out the vitally necessary' measures. Neither 
the existence of the Reichstag nor that of the Reichsrat 
are menaced. The position and rights of the President 
of the Reich remain unaffected. It will always be the 
foremost task of the Government to act in harmony 
with his aims. The separate existence of the federal 
States will not be clone away with. The rights of the 
Churches will not be diminished, and their relationship 
to the State will not be modified. The number of cases 
in which an internal necessity exists for having recourse 
to such a law is in itself a limited one.' All the more, 
however, the Government insist upon the passing of 
the law. They prefer a clear decision in any case.’*1

1 Note that the words "da die Regierung an itch über eine klare 
Mehrheit verfügt" arc not translated in this authorized version.

1 Text: Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i (tQ3S). PP- 3S“ 6; 
authorised English translation (as above) in The New Germany 
Détins Work and Peace, p- 26.
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On the effect of the Enabling Law Hiller spoke in his 
address to the representatives of German Agriculture 
delivered in the Herrenhaus on 5 April, 1933; he said: 

"Owing to the Enabling Law the work of the deliver­
ance of the German people has been freed and released 
for the first time from the party views and considerations 
of our former representative assembly. With its assis­
tance we shall now be able to do what, after clcar-sightcd 
examination and dispassionate consideration, appears 
necessary for the future of the nation. The purely legis­
lative previous conditions necessary for this have been 
provided. But it is also necessary that the people itself 
should take an active part in this action. The nation 
must not imagine that, because the Reichstag can no 
more restrict our decisions, the nation itself no longer 
needs to take part in the shaping of our destiny. On the 
contrary, we wish that the German people at this very 
time should concentrate once more and co-opcrate ac­
tively in support of the Government. The result must 
be that when wc appeal to the nation once more, in four 
years’ time, wc shall not appeal to men who have been 
asleep, but will find ourselves faced by a nation that has 
finally awakened in the course of these years from its 
parliamentary trance and has realized the knowledge 
necessary to understand the eternal conditions of human 
existence."1

In his speech to the Reichstag on 20 February 1938 
Hitler said:

"This new Reich shall belong to no class, it shall 
belong to no one group of men, for it shall belong to the 
whole German people. This Reich will endeavour to

1 German text: DoktuticnU der deutschen Politik, i (1935), P- ! 
mi tho riied English translation (as given above) in The Netti Ger- 
»natty desires Work and Peace, p. ag.

 



C O N S T I T U T I O N

make it easier l'or the German people to linci its path of 
life on this earth; it will seek to fashion for it a fairer 
existence. What I have called into life in these years 
cannot claim to be an end in itself— all can and will be 
transient. For us the permanent element is that sub­
stance of flesh and blood which we call the German 
people. Party, State, army, economic organization—  
these are hut institutions and functions which have 
only the value of a means to an end. They will be 
weighed in the balance by the judgement of history’ 
according to the measure in which they have served that 
end, and that end is again and always the people.” 1

In ait interview tvilli Anne O'Hare McCormick, reported 
in the "Ncio York Times”  of 10 July 1933, Hitler said, 
speaking of his programme:

“ Parties were in the way of such a programme. They 
have disappeared. Parliament has obstructed my re­
forms. It has disappeared also. In Germany and 
elsewhere parliaments have proved themselves utterly 
incapable of dealing with the preposterous developments 
of the last ten years.”

“ Remember, I am prescribing only for Germany, not 
for the world, and no outside criticism will deflect me 
from the course I have mapped out. I admire Premier 
Mussolini because during many years he has carried 
out his plans regardless of ridicule and obstruction. I 
have sympathy with President Roosevelt because he 
marches straight to his objective over Congress, over 
lobbies, over stubborn bureaucracies.”

1 V.B., 21 Feb. 1938. The authorized English translation (p. 63) 
in my judgement misrepresents Hitler’s meaning: e.g. it translates 
Was ich in dieser Zeit ins Leben rief hat keinen Selbstzweck zu bean­
spruchen by "W hat I have called into life during these years was 
backed by no idea of self-gain." I believe Hitler’s meaning to be 
what I have tried to represent in my translation.
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“ Our turn has come for an economic overhauling, for 
new roads, subways, electric railways, the reclamation 
and decentralizing of industry, and for new handicrafts.”

Asked if, öfter four years or twenty years of dictatorship, 
he foresaw the resumption of parliamentary government in 
Germany, the Chancellor paused.

"Yes," he said finally, “ but with a Parliament of 
another and better type, in which representation will be 
on a technical basis. Such a development is the Italian 
corporative State.’’

What in the meantime will take the place of the Oppo­
sition Y he was ashed.

“ The principle of a single centralized authority must 
first be established,”  he replied, “ then at all costs pre­
served. I myself assume absolute responsibility. If I 
fail, I will not retire to a villa in Switzerland.”

“ As each department head carries full responsibility 
for that department to guard against mistakes, it is to 
his interest to seek all kinds of expert advice and to 
listen to every criticism.”

“ Look at my schedule of appointments day in and 
day out, and you will sec I receive suggestions, praise, 
and objections, not only from friends and party mem­
bers, but from all softs of people. Seeking honest criti­
cism Is part of my duty.”

“ Cromwell,”  Hitler said, "secured England in a crisis 
similar to ours, and he saved it by obliterating Parlia­
ment and uniting the nation.” '

On it  December 1933 Hitler addressed the National 
Socialist members of the newly elected Reichstag.* Marxism

1 The New York Times, 10 July 1933.
* There is only a summary of this speech given in the report in 

F.Z., 13 Dec. 1933. I have translated from this summary: I cannot 
be certain how much of this summary represents the precise words 
used by Hitler.
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;imi tlie Government which had prepared the way for 
Marxism, the anti-national democracy, had been over­
thrown and now no power in Germany could destroy the 
true “ People’s Slate" (I 'o!fastent) which had been estab­
lished through the National Socialist Movement. The 
essence of leadership as it was conceived by the National 
Socialist State was the capacity to form rapid decisions. 
On the 12th of November* the German people had 
proved not only that it stood united behind the will of 
the Government but that it was a decent people— a 
people sound to the inmost core.. . .  Tn place of weapons 
which we lacked, the 12th of November gave us this 
unique picture of the strength of a united people. . . . 
Fate had given all power into the hands of a single 
Movement. The NSDAP, had reached the goal for 
which it had fought for fourteen years. Upon the Party 
there now rested an enormous responsibility before the 
bar of history: to-day upon the Pnily rested the fate 
of the whole German nation: they had now to fulfil 
what centuries had wished and longed for.. . .  Traditions 
of the past which were not valuable for the people’s 
future cannot be regarded by us as binding: the Move­
ment must feel itself to be the founder of a new tradition 
in our people’s life. This vote imposes upon you the 
duty of creating the conditions for a rebuilding of the 
nation which shall last for centuries. . . . The possi­
bilities which are ours to-day may perhaps not return 
for hundreds of years. We shall all one day be together 
weighed in the balances and together we shall be judged. 
Either we shall together stand this test or history will 
condemn us together. History must one day be able to 
speak of us as a generation of men who, bold, courageous, 
resolute, and tough, thought only of their people.. . ,  The

1 On the election of 12 Nov. 1933 cf, L. Schuman, The Nasi 
Dictatorship, and cdn., New York, 1936. pp. asO-Ca.

4 3 °



C O N S T I T U T I O N

new Reichstag, Hitler said, had the duty of supporting 
with its authority the great work of reconstruction under­
taken by the National Socialist Government and, through 
the Party, to form the living link with the people. . . .

The people must realize through its leaders that the 
Government in power was of one mind and of one piece: 
that in all questions of principle it was a single sworn 
community. The leaders of the Party must be in every­
thing a model for the people. . . . From every one of us 
it must he expected that he should be a fighter— brave, 
forthright, daring, and true— true to his last breath. As 
I have kept true to the Movement so I ask of everyone 
that lie should keep true to me. Then wc shall go for­
ward into history as a community of sworn men who 
leave the history of the present to enter the history of 
tlie future.'

In the same speech Hitler said: “ If tin’s Reichstag 
docs its duty, then in four years’ lime we can with 
assurance and confidence appeal once more to the people. 
I am convinced that then it will give us a new and still 
more complete vote of confidence.”  “ The Führer ex­
plained that he would from lime to time appeal to the 
people if only in order that the Movement might remain 
as elastic as it had been in the past and that it might 
recognize in good time any failings which might inad­
vertently slip in. The Reichstag was a youthful Reichs­
tag and through this recurrent appeal to the people care 
must be taken that youth should never die out from its 
ranks. O f this new Reichstag it must one day be said 
that it had been the youngest, the most courageous, and 
the boldest, and that it had solved the great problems 
set by history— the problems on which the centuries had 
suffered shipwreck.” 1

1 F.Z., 13 Dec. 1933. - Ibid. See note 2 on p. 439.
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In an intervino with Mr. Louis P. Lochner oj the 
Associated Press Hitler said: “ While on the one hand I 
welcome criticism, on the other hand I insist that those 
who work for the good of the whole people must have 
the assurance that they can pursue their work in peace.
The fault of the systems which preceded our own lay in 
the fact that no minister or man in a responsible public 
position knew how long he would remain at the helm.
The consequence was that he neither did away with the
abuses which his immediate predecessors had left behind
them nor did he dare to concern himself with plans .
which embraced a distant future. I assured the men i
who together with me took over the government, even
those who did not belong to my Party, that they could be j
certain of continuing to hold their ofhccs. As a result of
that assurance they all undertook their tasks with joy and j .
with their whole hearts and their outlook was solely
directed to a future of constructive work.” 1

Hitler himself describes National Socialist Government 
as “ the dictatorship of the entire community” ; thus in 
his speech to the Labour Front delivered in Berlin on 
xo May ig33 Hitler said:

“A  new authority must be set up and this authority 
must be independent of temporary political fluctuations 
and, above all, of those fluctuations which allow narrow, 
selfish, and material interests to predominate. The State 
must be led by a real authority and one which is not 
dependent on any one class. The leaders must be such 
that every citizen can trust them and be sure that they 
do not wish for anything but the happiness and the good ,
of the German nation; they must be able to say with .
right that they are completely independent.” *

* V.B., s Apr. 1934.

4 3 2

i



C O N S T I T U T I O N

“ People talk so much about the absolutism of past 
times, of the absolutism of Frederick the Great, and the 
democratic times of our parliamentary era. From the 
point of view of the nation those past times were more 
objective. Then people were able to perceive the inter­
ests of the nation in a more objective manner, whereas 
in later times the interests of individual classes came 
exclusively to the fore. There can be no better proof of 
this than the class warfare whose slogan is: ‘The dicta­
tors! tip of the bourgeoisie must make way for the dictator­
ship of the proletariat.’ It is simply a question of a 
change from the dictatorship of one class to that of 
another, while wc wish for the dictatorship of the nation, 
that is, the dictatorship of the entire community,”

“ Wc do not regard any one class as being of para­
mount importance; such distinctions disappear during 
the course of centuries, they conic and go. What remains 
is the substance, a substance of flesh and blood, our 
nation. That is what is permanent, and to that alone 
should wc feel ourselves responsible. Only then can we 
prepare the way for the overcoming of our dire economic 
distress, only then shall wc be able to restore to the 
millions of our people the conviction that the State does 
not represent the interests of a single group or class, and 
that the Government is there to manage the concerns 
of the entire community. If, on one side or the other, 
there arc people who believe that they cannot reconcile 
themselves to this state of affairs, then the new authority 
will have to be brought to bear against the one side or 
the other. All will have to realize that the new leaders 
do not hold their authority at the pleasure of any one 
class, but that it is theirs by virtue of a law, and that law 
is: the necessity of preserving the nation as such.” 1

1 Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung, 12 May 1934; authorized English 
translation in The Netti Germany Desires Work <md Peace, p. 47.

F f 4 3 3



CONSTITUTION

ln his speech to the Reichstag on jo January 1937 Hitler 
said:

‘ ‘Among the results . . .  of the German Révolution I 
may enumerate the following:

( I ) Since that time there is only one trustee of supreme 
power among the German people, and that trustee 
is the whole people itself.

(2) The will of tiic people finds its expression in the 
Parly which is the political organization of the 
people.

(3) There is only one legislative body.
(4) There is only one executive authority."'
The great change from the Germany of the years 

before 1933 is but "the result of the application of a 
fundamental principle of National Socialist teaching, 
viz, that the reasonable meaning and aim of all human 
thought and action cannot lie in the creation or preserva­
tion of any construction, organization, or function which 
man has devised, but only in the security and develop­
ment of that "volkic" building-stone which has been 
given by Providence. Thus it was that through the 
victory of the National Socialist Movement the people 
as the permanent and abiding reality* was set above 
every organization, construction, or function.” 3

In his speech at the Harvest Festival on the Rücheberg on 
3 October 11)37 Hitler said: The rise of Germany is no 
miracle. The fundamental principles of this develop­
ment can be summed up in four points:

(i) We have put an end to the struggle of individuals

1 Text: Dokumente dir deutschen Politik, v (1938), p. 31; autho­
rised English translation (in pamphlet form), p. 13.

1 German : nil das Seiende und das Bleibende.
* Text: Dokumente, loc. cit. The authorized English translation 

is here only a free paraphrase ; I have therefore sought to translate 
lite passage more literally.
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unti classes one against the other: over and above 
parties, Confessions, classes we have set the German 
People, and “ to this People we have given the conviction 
that it is only as a People and not as a collection of 
individuals and parties that it can survive.”

(ii) “ Over this People we have established an authority 
— an authority which is under obligations to none save 
only to the German People and which on the strength 
of this mandate has prevailed, still prevails, and will 
prevail.”

(iîi) “ Above all we have worked out in Germany a 
single will." Without such a single will, a Four Years 
Plan could not be carried into execution. In all spheres 
— in industry as in agriculture— "from time to time it 
is necessary to issue great watchwords. The individual 
has no knowledge of what is necessary for the survival 
of all.”

“ And the condition for every success is that he who 
represents this will should for his part be respected in 
his will. So long as the German nation in every walk of 
life1 subjects itself to a single will, so long can all prob­
lems be solved. Wc have solved the problems up to the 
present, but Ï could so solve them only because the 
German People stood behind me. I could advance 
because you marched after me. When last year I gave 
the order to occupy the Rhineland the decisive fact was 
not that the soldiers marched, but that the German 
People went with them, that the whole nation took its 
stand behind me. That is the fact to which you owe 
your success.”

(iv) The fourth principle is that work is everything. 
Money is nothing, production is all in all.*

On 17 August 1934 Hitler spoke in Hamburg on the
1 Gcrmnn: in ntten Ständen. 1 F. 7.., 4 Oct. 1937.
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appeal to the people to approve the already accomplished 
union of the offices of President of the Reich and of Chan­
cellor in his men person: he said that certain irreconcilable 
elements abroad had hoped that confusion would ensue 
in Germany after von Ilindenburg's death: in these 
circles people were living in the pleasant expectation 
that a period of some weeks during which the Reich 
would have been without a leader would give possibilities 
through an endless intrigue of interested parties so to 
confuse the public both within and without Germany as 
only to increase the already existing international inse­
curity. In the interest of the German people and the 
Reich an end has been put to this intrigue.

“You can believe me, my fellow-countrymen, that 
otherwise we should naturally have chosen the way of 
first appealing to the people and then executing its deci­
sion. In this case the result would have been the same. 
The Government of the Reich under its legal powers 
announced the union in one hand of the two offices, and 
in so doing it acted as in the given conditions the people 
itself would have acted.”

“  . . .  The Field Marshal and President of the Reich 
was a unique figure and cannot be replaced. His mission 
as President of the Reich reached its fulfilment in him­
self. No one in the future sitali bear this title any more.”  

“ However logical the union of the two functions is, 
and though the law of the Government by which the 
question is settled cannot be challenged on constitutional 
grounds, yet I must absolutely decline to derive the 
right to take this most momentous step towards the new 
formation of the German Reich from any previous man­
date. Not The people itself must decide!”

“Although I do not desire in any way to anticipate the 
final form which one day the constitution of the German 
Reich will assume, J believe that I shall succeed in adding

C O N S T I T U T I O N
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only new honour to the title of Chancellor of the German 
Reich for the future. The right to express so bold a 
view I assume on the basis of nearly fifteen years’ work 
which— whether voluntarily or involuntarily— will one 
day he recognized as having produced a transformation 
and a development of truly historic magnitude". . . .

"Not for my own sake have I asked for this vote, but 
for the sake of the German people. It is not I who need 
such a vote of confidence in order to strengthen or main­
tain my position; it is the German people which needs 
a Chancellor supported in the eyes of the whole world 
by such a display of confidence. For I am nothing, my 
fellow countrymen, but the spokesman on your behalf, 
and 1 have no desire to be anything but the representa­
tive of your life and the defender of your vital interests,

it

"Real mistakes which can be proven against me— for 
them I will readily answer and accept responsibility. 
They are all within the limits set for everyone by general 
human fallibility. But against these mistakes I can set 
the fact that never in my fight have I taken any action 
which I was not convinced was for the welfare of the 
German people. For during my whole political fight I 
have been dominated, commanded, so help me God! by 
one thought alone, Germany I’' 1

[C/. a passage in ihe speech at the Harvest Festival on 
the Bückeberg of 30 September 1934: When the President 
of the Reich fell ill, the real sentiments of the opponents 
of the régime suddenly declared themselves: "Germany, 
they predicted, would now fall into chaos. The leaders of 
the National Socialist Movement and therefore of the 
Reich would be in acute conflict amongst and with each 
other. All possible variations of the coming development 

1 Berliner Tageblatt, 19 Aug. «934.
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in'* Germany— from monarchy to Bolshevism— were 
ventilated, and then on the decisive day we settled the 
whole matter in twenty minutes.” 1]

The fullest exposition of Hitler's views on the relation 
between the State and the Party was given in his closing 
speech to the Nuremberg Parteitag of IQ35. It teas a very 
lengthy speech and only an analysis and some extracts can 
be given here. (Cf. also p. 203 supra.)

Hitler began by raising the question why Germany in 
the nation's history seemed so often to have lost its way : 
neither courage nor capacity wras lacking, no nation had 
laid greater sacrifices upon the altar of the God who 
tries the peoples. The cause is to be found in the weak­
ness of the nation's inner unity, and in the mistaken 
forms of the constitution of the German State.

Hitler illustrated this by a sketch of German history : 
when Germans first appear in our historical records they 
represent a great blood-rclatcd family, but no nation. 
The traditions, the customs, the dialects of the German 
tribes are so different that only occasionally, under the 
pressure of a danger threatening all alike, was it possible 
for some heroic spirit temporarily to unite them. “ Can 
wc wonder, if we in the year 1933 had still to struggle 
against traditions and inheritances of tribes and States, 
that a Cheruscan prince only succeeded in uniting the 
German tribes so long as one and all were threatened by 
the greatest peril?"2 There was no intellectual tie, no 
bond of any organization which was stronger than the 
interests of the separate tribes. All attempts to organize 
a State must consequently mean that violence had to be

1 V.B., I Oct. 1934.
- A reference to Arminius— "Hermann the Cheruscan" for 

National Socialist writers.
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donc to the individual tribes, and no creation of a people 
united in spirit was in any way possible.

It is not the motives which led the German emperors 
to form the first German State which are important: 
the Providence which wished to create a German people 
out of the German tribes used the emperors as its instru­
ment whereby to create a people. And the two factors 
which made this development possible were the model 
set by the States of the ancient world and the Christian 
religion. Without these, it is impossible to conceive 
what would have been the fate of Europe and of the rest 
of the world, so far as the white race is in question; at 
least we to-day could form no picture of the develop­
ment.

Christianity provided the religious and weltanschaulich 
basis on which a German State could be raised despite 
the absence of any tribal unity. Only on this platform 
of religion and State in the course of centuries could the 
exclusive peculiarities of the tribes be smoothed down 
and overcome in favour of that common blood-descent 
and therefore inner community out of which a nation 
could be born. “ The men who carried out this historic 
process acted under a commission given to them by 
Providence, who wished that we Germans should be­
come a people.”

In this process Christianity provided the common 
store of religious and moral ideas which formed the 
unity in which German tribes could unite. And what 
Christianity destroyed had to fall if this unity were to be 
realized. And later when the king took the place of the 
duke that meant that there was created a superior organi­
zation which could preserve what had already been won. 
The State externally organized into one body-politic the 
individual tribes, and through all confusions, “ through 
the pendulum beat and through the play of the waves

4 3 9



C O N S T I T U T I O N

of the centuries” , lite internal consciousness of German 
nationality was born.

When Christianity was split in two by the Reforma­
tion the weltanschaulich basis of organization was 
weakened ; the French Revolution shattered the basis 
of unity supplied by monarchy and State.

T he Jewish “ ferment of decomposition” 1, playing upon 
the social consciousness of the people by the circuitous 
route of Parliamentary Democracy, destroyed the king­
ship and the State-organization. The religious bodies, 
through their association with Pnrlinmentary  ̂democracy, 
failed to stay the gradual dissolution of the State and at 
the same time did untold damage to Christianity since 
they become— whether they wished it or no— the ally of 
an international Marxism and its principles which were 
incompatible with the assumptions on which the State 
had been founded. “The Parliamentary-Dcmocratic- 
Constitutional Monarchy or the Parliamentary-Demo­
cratic Republic was each impossible for Germany and 
was sooner or later doomed to collapse."

It is impossible to build up a community on mutually 
contradictory principles. Here Hitler developed an 
argument which he had previously used.1 Before the 
Jewish attack both the monarchy and the religious 
bodies proved to be powerless. A  real salvation could 
only come from those forces arising from the depths of 
the “ volkic" life which developed both in idea and form 
a new self-defence. And that could be no passive de­
fence, "it had to be based on the foundation of an 
unassailable Weltanschauung and it was bound to pro­
ceed to a positive refashioning of the people's life and of 
the form of the State".

'  Sec p. 17 note 2 supra.
- J-IjUcr’s s p e e c h , d e liv e r e d  b e fo r e  the In d u strie-K lu b  in 

D üsseldorf {27 Jnn. 1932), is translated on pp. 777-8 29 infra.
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And the starting-point of National Socialism was not 
the State but the people. The German emperors could 
have no such foundations on which to build. To-day 
the “ living substance” , the German people, is a present 
reality. “ Since we see in the people the permanent, the 
existential basis, we see in it the sole end. Its mainte­
nance also creates the conditions for the existence and 
effectiveness of ideas, just as its destruction makes all 
ideas worthless and non-existent.”

“ Religions, too, have a meaning only when they serve 
to maintain the living substance of humanity. For when 
once the peoples as such perish, neither their religions 
nor their States remain as eternal phenomena {Ewigkeits- 
erachcinungcn). Every' people takes with it into its 
"valide” death the political and religious institutions 
(Erscheinungen) and ideas which dominate its life. In the 
life of man those institutions which arc in truth but 
means frequently begin to feci themselves to be ends: 
it is thus probable that the priests of the Aztecs and the 
Incas were convinced and asserted that, for example, these 
Mexicans of ancient days were created for them and for 
their creeds. But since these peoples perished, nothing 
has remained of their religious creeds or of their priests. 
If to-day Bolshevism succeeded in destroying certain 
peoples, then neither the conceptions of their religion nor 
of their State, neither their creeds nor their organizations 
would survive. Providence when it created man at the 
same time created the purpose of human action which 
is to be found in man and in his preservation. Thus the 
purpose of every idea and of every institution within a 
people can originally and naturally be only to maintain 
the substance of the people, which God has created, in 
bodily and mental health, in good order and in purity.”  

That is the supreme test of every institution*, does it 
serve to preserve the people or not? And if applying
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this test faithfully the National Socialist Party will serve 
its purpose as an adequate means to that purpose, then 
it must secure in the political leadership of the nation 
that selection which takes place in nearly all spheres of 
life. The natural capacities of men determine their 
callings: the calling chooses those men who are fitted 
for it.

Thus the most firmly founded institution of Germany 
in tlic past was the army; and it applied most rigorously 
this principle of selection for its recruitment, and with 
the Germany army as its model the Party must see as its 
task the collection and the advancement in its organiza­
tion of those elements in the nation which arc most 
capable of political leadership. ‘'This capacity is, how­
ever, just as little dependent on capital, education, birth, 
&c., as is the capacity of being a soldier dependent on 
these and other bourgeois qualifications,*' The decisive 
factor is a man’s inner nature, his native characteristics—  
his mission in life.

"Party and Army can thus be only— in the highest 
sense of the word— socialistic institutions, since in their 
construction they have not to consider capitalist points 
of view— the one decisive factor must be fitness to serve 
the people"; their fundamental principle must be to set 
the highest capacity in the place which is its due. And 
thus they arc at the same time embodiments of a better, 
because a real, democracy winch does not through the 
anonymity of a parliamentary election and vote raise 
incapacity to decisive influence and thereby imposes a 
burden upon the people as a whole, but profits the entire 
community by conferring upon the highest capacity the 
greatest responsibility, first in its own organization and 
then in all spheres of life and the struggle for life.

Just as the army is not concerned merely in maintain­
ing itself as the military' leadership of the people, but

4 4 2



C O N S T I T U T I O N

seeks to educate and train the people in the spirit of 
its military mission, so the political Party must not be 
content merely to continue to exist as the body which 
supplies the nation with its political leadership; it must 
further continuously educate the people in the spirit of 
its own military conception of its mission and draft into 
its ranks those who are destined by Providence for 
leadership.

The idea of self-protection, and therefore of the duty 
of military sendee, finds its expression and support in 
the organization of the army; the National Socialist idea 
finds its home in the organization of the Party. The 
Party represents the political outlook, the political con­
science, the political will. The task of the Party is thus 
in the first place to secure in all spheres of life a leader­
ship of the people which corresponds with its Weltan­
schauung, and, secondly, to bring this political outlook 
into a permanent system which may secure its supremacy 
for all time. The Party has received the historic com­
mission to study “ the inner political substance of our 
people” , to learn alike its strong and its weak points, 
and from the knowledge thus gained to fix and deter­
mine in all spheres of life the great aims of the nation’s 
action, to bring public life into harmony with the duties 
which result from this inner disposition of the people, 
and this it must do with confidence and without hesita­
tion: it must not be moved by those who question the 
justification for its action. “ In the fact of its historically 
incontestable existence lies its duty so to act, hi the 
success of its work the subsequently established justifi­
cation. And as a matter of experience history refuses 
this justification only to him who was either too weak to 
stand the test or too incapable and therefore unfit for 
the task. In the long run God's favour will be given 
only to him who deserves it. He who speaks and acts
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in the name of a people created by the Almighty con­
tinues to act under this commission so long as he does 
not sin against the substance and the future of the work 
of the Creator which has been placed in his hand. There­
fore it is good that the conquest of power is always 
bound up with hard fighting. For what was won only 
with difHculty is in general also defended with courage. 
And the more stable the government of States is, the 
greater is the profit for the peoples!"

The Party has to sec to it that an organization is 
created through which the leadership may be perma­
nently recruited: and this organization must have a 
stable weltanschaulich basis. Therefore to secure this 
end it must educate all Germans into the Weltanschau­
ung of the National Socialists and the best National 
Socialists must become members of the Party, and the 
best members of the Party must assume the leadership of 
the State. From this duty of securing for the Party in 
the future supremacy in the State and from the duty to 
educate the people in the sendee of the State there 
results the clear delimitation of the functions of the Party 
and the State:

"The function of the State is the continuance of the 
administration, as it has in the course of history arisen 
and developed, of the State-organizations within the 
framework of and by means of the laws."

“The function of the Party is
1. The building up of its own internal organization so 

as to create a stable, self-renewing, permanent cell 
of National Socialist teaching.

2. The education of the entire people in the meaning 
of the conceptions of this idea.

3. The introduction of those who have been so trained 
into the State to serve either as leaders or as followers 
[Gefolgschaft)."

CONSTITUTION
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A l present we are still in the st3ge of the liquidation of 
a revolution: there must be a long period of transition 
before the leadership of National Socialists is uncon­
tested. At present the ferments of die old party-state 
are still working, and thus during this transitional period 
it may happen that the Party finds itself compelled to inter­
vene by way of warning and, if necessary, of correction 
when the leaders of the State arc contravening National 
Socialist principles. Put this correction in future can 
only be effected through the agency of the competent 
State-institutions and authorities which are al ready occu­
pied by National Socialists. The final goal must be, 
through winning over all Germans to National Socialism, 
that in the future only National Socialists shall be ad­
mitted to any posts in the whole organization alike of 
the people and of Ute State.

And this National Socialism as a Weltanschauung is 
bound, if it will not betray itself, to be intolerant, that 
means to champion and maintain the rightness of its 
views and therewith of its decisions in all circumstances. 
Anyone who undertakes such an historical mission as 
this must submit to harsh principles. When a nation is 
already burdened by the fact that it is composed of 
dements which arc not completely homogeneous, it is 
only the harshest principles and an iron resolution which 
can unite it into a single body capable of resistance—  
and thereby able to be led successfully in politics.

Just as diseased pacifists refuse to understand the 
harshness and the exclusive claims of Prussian education 
in the army, so to-day many refuse to recognize the 
necessity for National Socialist intolerance, an intoler­
ance which is in reality the assured consciousness of 
responsibility. The reproach that such an attitude 
(Wesen) is alien to the German is senseless. In this 
matter there can be no question of what should or should
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not be alien to the German people: the only issue is: 
What is useful for our people? Perhaps the recruit who 
enters the army may feci it strange at first to be forced 
blindly to obey orders, but it is useful to the community 
as a whole and therefore in the end to himself. If the 
leaders are well chosen, they have a right to lay down 
the conditions under which they can perform their 
mission. And let every German remember: the National 
Socialists have done wonders: it was not our leaders in 
business, not our professors and students, not soldiers 
and not artists, not philosophers, thinkers, and poets 
who snatched back our people from the abyss, but solely 
the political soldiery of our Parly. Posterity will one 
day see the continuing effects of our work, effects which 
to-day are but beginning to disclose themselves. How 
many men of insight in other peoples would rejoice if 
their nations possessed as solidly hasetl an authoritarian 
organization as Germany possesses to-day and besides 
Germany but few other States!

In the Weltanschauung of National Socialism there 
is a secure standpoint which will determine German 
thought for centuries; and because it is thus securely 
founded there is no danger to fear from future elabora­
tion or completion of National Socialist doctrine. Indeed, 
in view of the fact that the National Socialist picture of 
the world is still in the process of formation, it is all the 
more necessary to recognize the authority of the Party 
as the final instance, watching over the development, 
giving its decisions, acting as the final judge.

Hitler then proceeded once more to illustrate his meaning 
by a comparison with the army: the wish and will to self­
protection were present in every man : but the practical 
realization of this wish could come only through the 
disciplined leadership of the army: the army checks the 
unrestrained will of the individual in order to attain

C O N S T I T U T I O N
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the indomitable will of all ; and this is especially necessary 
when there is a conflict of views on the best method of 
conducting the war. Similarly the strong and, if neces­
sary, harsh leadership of the Party should prevent a 
conflict of views within National Socialism: a blind 
recognition of its authority was essential. This is the 
supreme national interest, and thus the supreme duty of 
every German who feels with his people and strives for 
its welfare.

The question of fallibility or infallibility is not under 
discussion: the individual has as little right to question 
the action of the political leaders as the soldier to ques­
tion the orders of his military superiors. And just as the 
Party demands the subjection of the people to its will, 
so within the Part)’ itself this same subjection must be 
an immutable law. There is no possibility of release 
from obedience to this principle. He who will not render 
this complete obedience cannot look for obedience from 
otlicrs. “ And if from the bourgeoisie we often hear the 
objection: ‘Ah, yes, the Leader, but the Party— that is 
another matter!’ I answer: No! Gentlemen, the Leader 
is the Party and the Party is the Leader. As I feel myself 
to be only a part of this Party, so the Party feels itself 
to be only a part of me. When I shall close my eyes in 
death I do not know. But that the Party will live on 
that I know, and that over all persons, over weakness and 
strength it will triumph and will successfully fashion the 
future of the German nation that I believe, that I know! * 
For the Party guarantees the stability of the leadership 
of the people and of the Reich, and through its own 
stability it guarantees that this leadership shall exercise 
the authority which it needs.”

“ From this sure foundation there will grow up the 
Constitution of the new German Reich. This Party as 
weltanschaulich moulder and as political guide of the
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destiny of Germany lias to give the Leader to the nation 
and therefore to the Reich, The more this principle is 
proclaimed and observed as the natural and uncontested 
basis of government the stronger will Germany be. The 
army as the representative and the organizer of the mili­
tary forces of our people must ever maintain the organ­
ized military force of the Reich entrusted to it and in 
loyalty and obedience must place it at the disposal of the 
Leader who has been given to the Nation by the Party. 
For after the Proclamation of the new Leader from time 
to time he becomes the lord (Herr) of the Party* the 
supreme head of the Reich, and the supreme Commander 
of the Army.”

“ If these principles form the immovable foundation 
of the whole organization of the German people and 
German State, then Germany will be able to resist all 
the storms which may come. . . . The Party gives the 
people to the army and the people gives its soldiers to 
the army, and both together thereby give to the German 
Reich the security of internal calm and the strength for 
its maintenance. To-day, as Leader of the Reich and 
nation, I can still give my help and counsel. Put princi­
ples must lead us away from the personal to the eternal. 
Leaders will come and Leaders will die, but Germany 
must live, and this Movement will alone lead Germany 
to this life". . . .

“ We, my comrades, who share in the leadership of 
people and of army, wc have been chosen by destiny to 
make history-— in the highest sense of the word. What 
was denied to millions, Providence has granted to us.” 
Posterity will one day say of us that in an age of dis­
loyalty and treason wc formed a band of followers knit 
together in such mutual loyalty as Germany had never 
seen before. “ A  page in the history of the world will 
one dfiy be devoted to us, to the men who from the
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National Socialist Party and the German army together 
built up and secured the new German Reich. Then one 
day in the Pantheon of history we shall stand immor­
talized side by side, immortalized and united in loyalty 
that nothing can sever, just as we were in the time of the 
great fight and the great fulfilment.” '

And if ut any lime the State should fail to execute any 
necessary fash, the Party may be called upon to make good 
the failure of the State. This was explained in Hitler's 
Proclamation to the Nuremberg Parteitag of the year 1935. 
In that Proclamation he said that there were three groups 
of those who opposed the National Socialist regime. 
These were:

(i) Jewish Marxism and, associated with it, Parlia­
mentary Democracy.

(it) The politically and morally ruinous Centrum.
(iii) Certain elements of an incorrigible and stupidly 

reactionary bourgeoisie.

The most interesting passage in the Proclamation was when 
Hitler turned on the Marxists and their Jewish wire­
pullers: “ We have given you— perhaps in excessive 
generosity— the possibility, through exercising a shrewd 
reserve, of becoming in course of time forgotten. We 
have the feeling that this forbearance has been misunder­
stood. The consequences could not fail to appear, and 
they have appeared. The National Socialist State will 
now pursue its way still further in order to overcome 
tiiese dangers. I should like to make it quite clear that 
the fight against the internal foes of the nation will never 
be defeated by the formation of a bureaucracy or its 
inadequacy, but wherever the formal bureaucracy of the 
State should prove itself unfitted to solve a problem, 
there the German nation will bring into play its own

* V.B., 18 Sept. 1935*
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more living organization in order to clear die way for 
the realization of ita vital necessities. For it is a great 
mistake to suppose that the nation exists to defend any 
formal institution (Erscheinung), and that if an institution 
is not capable of solving the tasks set for its solution the 
nation must therefore capitulate before these tasks. On 
tlie contrary, that which can be solved by the State will 
be solved through the State, but any problem which the 
State through its essential character is unable to solve 
will be solved by means of the Movement. For the 
State itself is but one of the forms of the organization 
of the “ volkic" life; it is set in motion and dominated 
by the immediate expression of the “ volkic" vital will 
(Lebenswillens), the Party, the National Socialist Move­
ment. . . . Party, State, Army, Economics, Administra­
tion are all but means to the end. and that end is the 
safeguarding of the nation. That is a fundamental 
principle of National Socialist theory. What is obviously 
damaging to the safeguarding of the nation must be 
removed. If an institution proves itself unfitted to 
undertake this task, then another institution must under­
take and execute the task. All of us, my comrades, and 
especially you who hold positions of leadership in the 
State and the Movement, will not be judged by your 
observance of forms (nach Ihrem formalen Verhalten) but 
by your successful realization of our Programme, i.e. by 
the measure in which you defend our “ volkic" life. And 
in especial one principle must be maintained with 
fanatical obstinacy: an enemy of the National Socialist 
State— it matters not whether he be a domestic or a 
foreign foe— must never know of and must never find 
any authority (Stelle) which will meet him with under­
standing or with assistance. We live in the midst o f a 
world which is in ferment.* Only iron principles and

1 German : inmitten einer turbulent gewordenen Welt.
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their ruthless application will make us strong so that 
Germany may not sink into Bolshevist chaos” . . . .

“ This resolute determination to nip in the hud certain 
dangers under all conditions, will never hesitate if the 
need should arise, through legislation, to hand over 
functions for which the State is obviously unfitted—  
since they are alien to its essential character— to insti­
tutions which appear better fitted to solve such problems. 
But on that point the will of the leadership alone decides, 
not the will of the individual. Our strength lies in our 
discipline.” '

hi a speech at Stettin on 12 June 193S Hitler said: , . . 
“ I am increasingly convinced of the necessity to secure 
on foundations which cannot be shaken two pillars in 
the State: on the one side the undying National Socialist 
Party sustaining the political life of the State, and on 
the other side the German Army. To the extent that 
these two pillars unite to sustain the whole destiny of 
Germany, to that extent can the German nation face the 
future with calm confidence.” 1

As against foreign ob semer s who had seen in the recon­
struction of the command of the army {4 February 1938; 
cf.p. 1374) a sign of lack of agreement between the National 
Socialist Government and the army, Hitler in his speech to 
the Reichstag on 20 February kjjS said:

“ There is in Germany no problem of the relation 
between the National Socialist State and the National 
Socialist Party, or any problem of the relation between 
the National Socialist Party and the National Socialist 
army. In this Reich everyone who holds a responsible 
position is a National Socialist.”

* F.Z., ta Sept. 19.15.
1 F.Z., 14 June 1938. The last sentence of this extract is a para­

phrase: something must, I think, have been omitted from the 
German text.
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“ Every man hears on his hat the National Socialist 
emblem. Every institution of this Reich stands under 
the command of the supreme political leadership, and 
all institutions of this Reich are pledged to and united 
in the will and determination to uphold this National 
Socialist Germany and, if necessary, to defend it to the 
bitter end." . . . The Party leads the Reich in the political 
sphere, in the military sphere the army defends it. 
Every institution in this Reich has its allotted task and 
there is no one in a responsible position in this State 
who doubts that the authorized leader of this Reich is 
myself or that the nation through its confidence has 
commissioned me to represent it everywhere and in 
every sphere."'

I I .  T H E  C R IT IC IS M  or D E M O C R A C Y

H ilia's atticism of democracy is from fust to last 
throughout his speeches a constant theme: while the claim 
that the National Socialist State is itself a democracy 

frequently ream. A few representative passages arc here 
translated.1

In a speech at Hamburg on 17 August 1934 Hitler said: 
“This parliamentary Democracy of ruin has at all times 
destroyed peoples and States. It docs not express the 
will of the people: it serves only the ambition and inte* 
rests of conscienceless corrupters of the people, be they 
small or great.”

“ The effect of this kind of Government in Germany 
was disastrous. From the time when this parliamentary 
democracy had finally and completely mastered the 
nation there began a downfall in every sphere: not only

1 Authorized English translation (in pamphlet form), pp. 39-40, 
slightly adnptcd on the basis of the German text in V.B., 3.1 Feb. 
1938.

* Some further passages arc translated in the section devoted 
to Foreign Policy in the second part of this collection of extracts.
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in politics, in culture, and in morals was Germany dis­
integrated and weakened, but even in the sphere of 
economics those conditions were destroyed under which 
alone, in the last resort, such an enormously complex 
and sensitive organism can flourish. . . .”

“ But it is clear that this political disintegration of the 
body of a people must necessarily mean the end of every 
authority. Without such an authority the economic life 
of a people cannot function healthily. For just as a 
Government in the grip of the favour and the hatred of 
the parties is incapable of forming and upholding neces­
sary decisions, so will it be incapable of taking necessary 
economic measures and will be quite unable to give to 
economic life that guidance and that sure protection 
without which it cannot survive. And alas for the 
country' if a Government once becomes dependent upon 
parties who themselves claim to represent “economic 
interests” , for then the régime will be dependent upon 
the wishes of individual economic groups and will thus 
become the servant of one-sided economic interests, and 
therefore be incapable of rising above the natural eco­
nomic hopes of individuals in order to protect the justi­
fiable interests of the community. But a Government 
cannot serve the interests of employers on the one hand 
or of workmen on the other, it cannot serve city or 
country, trade or industry, but exclusively the whole 
people. It must know what this people as a whole needs 
for life and must to these necessities of life give its 
stimulation and its powerful protection. The Govern­
ment must never for a second forget that the life of the 
nation whenever it is threatened must be protected by all, 
and that therefore every individual is entitled to demand 
that the Government should not be subservient to a group, 
but that it should champion the interests of all. . .

A  Government cannot take its instructions and orders
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from thirty or forty parties. Under sue!) conditions it 
cannot make decisions, it. can make only compromises. 
And “ in tiiat ease one will not have the courage to come 
to a really great and hazardous decision. But he who 
would win in this world must venture. It is true that he 
who makes no decisions will never make mistakes. But 
he who sees himself commissioned by fate to discover 
and to take great decisions must also unfortunately 
expect to make mistakes. It would, however, be foolish 
to look for Lhc courage necessary for great actions— even 
at the cost of possible mistakes— from a Government in 
which a rout of parliamentary authorities are concerned 
from the first not with the nation’s good hut are on the out­
look only for the mistakes which may possibly be made/’ 

“ The greater the tasks the less fitted is this system to 
achieve them. It does not breed men who welcome 
responsibility, but frightened hares or artful tricksters. 
It kills every personality, it stifles every initiative, it 
cripples every achievement.” ‘

In a speech to the Reich Commissioners delivered in the 
Reich Chancery, Berlin, on 6 July J tjjj Hitler said:

“ The political parties have now been finally abolished; 
this is a historical event of which the importance and 
far-reaching effect have in many cases not yet been 
realized at all. We must now get rid of the last remains 
of democracy, especially of the methods of voting and 
of the decisions by the majority, sudi as still often occur 
in the communes, in economic organizations, and in 
working committees, and lay stress upon the responsi­
bility in all cases of the individual.” 1

1 F.Z., JO Aug. 1034­
: T e x t :  Dokumente der dru ist hen Politili, i (1935), p. 5 8 ; a u t h o ­

r iz e d  E n g lis h  tr a n s la t io n  in  The jVrtti Germany Desires Work and 
Peace, p . 6 5 . F o r  Arbeiitaust Attestn I s h o u ld  p r e fe r  " C o m m i t t e e s  

o f  w o r k m e n ."
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Fa his speech in the Reichstag on 20 February tçjS 
Hi tier said after his summary of that which the National 
Socialist regime had accomplished:

“ One of the greatest of these achievements is the set­
ting up of a form of government of the people and the 
State equally remote from parliamentary democracy and 
military' dictatorship. National Socialism has given the 
German people that leadership which as a Party has not 
only mobilized the people but above all has organized 
them, and has organized them in such a way that on the 
basis of the most natural principle of selection the per­
manence of a stallie political leadership would seem to 
lie guaranteed for all time. And this is perhaps the 
proudest chapter in the history of the last five years.” 1

/;/ tf speech to the Association of German Netospaper 
Proprietors delivered in Berlin in Jane 1933 Hitler said: 
It was his belief that the problems with which they were 
concerned in Germany were facing all other Govern­
ments in the world; in the end they would solve these 
problems only when they had at their disposal the same 
authority which the National Socialists were seeking to 
create to-day in Germany. He personally was convinced 
that much of that which the rest of the world criticized 
in present-day Germany would be adopted by the world 
within a few years. Democratic eras in world-history 
had always been mere interim-phenomena; after a short 
time they had been followed by periods in which once 
more authority took in hand for centuries the ordering 
of public affairs and the responsibility for their conduct.1

1 In  tlii» e x tr a c t  l  h a v e  a d a p te d  th e  a u th o r iz e d  E n g l is h  tr a n s la ­
t io n  o f  th e  sp e e c h  (p . 38) to  b r in g  it n e a re r  to  th e  G e r m a n  t e x t  as 

g iv e n  in  V.IÌ., 2 1  F e b .  1938.
1 T h i s  e x tr a c t  is tr a n s la te d  fr o m  a  s u m m a r y  o f  th e  s p e e c h  g iv e n  

in  V.B., 30 J u n e  19 3 3 . I d o  n o t  k n o w  h o w  fa r  i t  r e p r o d u c e s  th e  
w o r d s  o f  H it le r .
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In a speech delivered in the Reichstag on 21 May 193$ 
Hitler said:

“ From Anglo-Saxon countries I often hear expres­
sions of regret that Germany should have departed from 
just those principles of democratic government which 
sudi countries consider as specially sacred. This opinion 
is based upon a serious error. Germany too has a ‘demo­
cratic’ constitution. The present German Government 
of the National Socialist State has also been elected, by 
the people and feels itself in the same way responsible 
to the people. It docs not matter how many votes a 
deputy must have in the individual countries. There are 
countries which consider 20,000 votes necessary for a 
deputy, others consider io or 5,000 sufficient, while in 
others again the number is 60,000 or more."

“ The German people has elected a single deputy as 
its representative with 38 million votes. This is perhaps 
one of the most important differences between ours and 
the conditions existing in other countries. It means that 
I feel myself just as responsible to the German people 
as would any Parliament. I act on the trust they have 
placed in me and I carry out their mandate. The Ger­
man people therefore have the right to expect that an 
explanation such as I am about 10 give to-day should 
be the unvarnished truth, and that it should openly dis­
cuss those questions which affect not only the rest of 
the world but also, and at least to the same degree, the 
German nation itself. And I am glad of this for the 
following reasons:

"As Führer and Chancellor of the nation and as head 
of the Government of the Reich, unfortunately I have 
often to make decisions which arc of themselves hard 
enough to decide upon and which are all the more diffi­
cult because it is not possible for me to share the respon­
sibility and even less to shift it to someone clse’s
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shoulders. And it is for this reason that I desire at least 
to be able to give to the nation itself an insight into the 
ideas on which I act and thus make it easier for them to 
understand the decisions and measures which arise from 
these ideas. But the more difficult the decisions, so much 
the more I as a German should like to make sure that 
my actions are completely uninfluenced by instincts of 
weakness or fear and to bring them into harmony with 
my conscience towards my God and the nation which 
He permits me to serve.” 1

hi his Proclamation read at the Nuremberg Parteitag 
of September 1934 Hitler said: "The National Socialist 
Party Inis gained its power through and with the will of 
the German people. That further imposes upon it the 
duly of realizing the programme which the overwhelming 
majority of the people has approved. But the first 
thought, the first task of this programme runs thus: 
Through unbroken care and work to increase the power 
of the Movement, to secure it in the State and never 
more to let it be taken from our hands. If democracy 
should be but the executor of the will of the people, then 
we are better democrats than our opponents in most of 
the so-called democracies of the world. For there the 
will of the peoples is not seldom defeated by evil parties, 
while with us it is represented by a strong Government.” 1

hi a speech at Kiel (on 6 November 1933) Hitler said: 
“ With this appeal to the electors I wish to show to the 
other Governments that true democracy is with us and 
that we have no hesitation in appealing to the people. 
I do not believe that other Governments if  they had 
been given power for a four years’ term would be pre-

'  T e x t :  Dokumente der deutschen Politik, iii ( 1 9 3 7 ) , p . 6 9 ; a u t h o ­
r iz e d  E n p lis h  tr a n s la tio n  (in  p a m p h le t  fo r m ), p p . 3 - 5 ,

* F.Z., 6  S e p t .  1934.
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pared to appeal once more to the people within seven 
months.” 1

In his proclamation to the German people on 30 January 
it)j5  Hitler said: “ No democratic Government in the 
world can submit itself to a popular vole in greater trust 
and with greater confidence than can the National 
Socialist Government of Germany."1

With this may he compared hen statements made by 
Hitler in his speech in the Reichstag on 30 January 1937:

“ People talk of democracies and dictatorships, and 
they have completely failed to realize that in this country 
an upheaval has taken place the result of which— if 
democracy' is to have any meaning at all— must be called 
in the highest sense of the word democratic.” 3

“ Of all those who so often and so readily endeavour 
to represent the democratic Governments as institutions 
supported by die people in contradistinction to dictator­
ships there is no one wiio can with greater right speak 
in the name of his people than I.” 4

In an interview: with M. Abel Bonnard Hitler said: 
“ A l’étranger on croit que l'Allemagne vit sous un 
régime de dictature. Mais il y avait bien plus de dicta­
ture ciï'1933. Un regime comme celui-ci ne saurait se 
maintenir par la contrainte. Le peuple est pour moi 
parce qu'il sait que je m’occupe vraiment de ses besoins, 
que les problèmes de son âme m’intéressent. C ’est 
pourquoi j ’ai dans le peuple mes plus grands partisans 
et j ’y suis plus aime que les monarques ne l’ont été.” *

1 V.D., 8 N o v ,  19 3 3 . 1 F .Z., 31 Jan . 19 3 5 .
1 Dokumente der deutschen Politile, v (1 9 3 8 ), p . 30.
« Ibid., i». 32.

* Le Journal, 22 M a y  19 3 7 .
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Note

D r .  D i e t r ic h ,  C h i e f  o f  th e  R e ic h  P r e s s  O r g a n iz a t io n ,  h a s  s a id  

o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c ia lis t  fo r m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  " a s  a u t h o r i­

ta r ia n  g o v e r n m e n t  b y  th e  p e o p le  it  is  r e a lly  th e  m o s t  m o d e r n  

d e m o c r a c y  in  th e  w o r ld 's  h i s t o r y " .  ( S p e e c h  at th e  N u r e m b e r g  

P a r t e i t a g ,  8 S e p t .  1 9 3 h . C i t e d  f r o m  The Times, 9  S e p t .  1 9 3 6 .)

F o r  th e  N a t io n a l  S o c ia l is t  S la t e  as " a  p e r f e c t e d  ( li te r a l ly  'e n ­

nobled', veredelte) Form  o f  d e m o e r a c y ”  s e e  J. G o e b b e ls ,  Signale 
der neuen Z e it ,  3rd cdn. 1937, pp. 236, 240-2 a n d  cf. ib id . ,  pp. 
258, 2h o , 272; Goebbels spricht, O ld e n b u r g ,  S t a l l in g ,  1933, p. 9 
(9 M a r c h  1929); R. H e s s , R eden , M u n i c h ,  E h e r ,  1938, p. 141.

III. TUE LEADER AND LEADERSHIP PRINCIPLE

[Führer, F  ii inert uni)

The essential basis of the constitution of the National 
Socialist Slate is the leadership Principle— the “Führer­
Prinzip” .' This theme— the choice of Leaders, the building 
up of a hierarchy of leaders,1 the education to Leadership—  
constantly recurs in the speeches.* I  have translated some 
representative extracts which give Hitler's conception of 
Leadership and its significance for the future of the 
German Reich.

In his conversation with Hitler on 21 May 1930 Otto 
Strasser was expounding his conception that the idea must 
ever be the starting-point: it controls the conscience and is

1 T h e  te rm  FiikrcnUint w a s  a p p a r e n t ly  c o in e d  b y  C .  A .  W a lz  

in  Deutsche Juristenseituug. 19 3 3 . c o l. 13 3 9 .
-  F o r  a  c r it ic is m  o f  th e  u se  o f  th e  te rm  " h i e r a r c h y "  ns a p p lie d  

to  th e  o r g a n is a t io n  o f  th e  N a tio n a l S o c ia l is t  S ta t e  c f.  E . B e c k e r , 

F ilh ru n g tord n w ir  u n d  H iera rc h ic  in  F e s tg a b e  f ü r  E r ic h  J u n g , M a r ­

b u r g .  19 3 7 , p p . 1 2 - 4 4 . _
* F o r  th e d o m in a n t  p o l it ic a l  Ideas o f  N a t io n a l S o c ia lis t  G e r m a n y  

c f .  F .  L .  S c h u m a n ’s  a rt ic le  " T h e  P o lit ic a l T h e o r y  o f  G e r m a n  
F a s c i s m "  r c p to d u c e d  in  W .  E , R n p p n rd , W .  R .  S h a r p , H .  "W. 

S c h n e id e r ,  J. K . P o llo c k , a n d  S. N .  H a r p e r ,  Source Book on 
European Government*, N e w  Y o r k ,  V a n  N o s tr a n d , 1 9 3 7 , p p .  2 0 0 - 1 .
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the court of highest instance before which man must justify 
his action. Ideas are eternal, and we men are but the body 
in which the word becomes jlesh. Leaders and subordinates 
are all alike servants of the idea. To this Hiller replied: 
‘ ‘This is ;ill bombastic nonsense: . . .  it boils down to 
this, that you would give to every member of the Party 
the right to decide on the idea— even to decide whether 
the Leader is true to the so-called idea or not. That is 
democracy at its worst and there is no place with us for 
any such view. With us the Leader and the idea arc 
one, and every member of the Party lias to do what the 
Leader orders. The Leader incorporates the idea and 
alone knows its ultimate goal,”

“ Our organization is built up on discipline, and I 
have no wish to see this organization broken up by a 
few swollen-headed littérateurs. You yourself were a 
soldier. . . .  I ask you: are you prepared to submit to 
this discipline or not?” 1

In a speech at a review of the SA. in Kiel on 7 May I Ç 33 
Hitler said: "You must fuse your will with mine.” 3

In an interview with Fernand de Brinon Hitler said: 
“ Je décide seul de la politique de l’Allemagne. . . .  Je 
réponds de moi-même devant le peuple que je  conduis 
et qui me donne la force.” J

In the winter of 193 r Nazi leaders in Hesse had drawn 
up a plan for a Nazi dictatorship (the Boxheim Document).* 
Òn 4 December 1931 Hitler, addressing Press representa­
tives, mainly British and American, expressed his surprise

1 Otto Sinister, Ministersessel oder Revolution ? p. 9.
1 V.B., 9 May 1933. 5 L e  Alatiti, aa Nov. 1933.
* Cf. K . Heiden, D ie  G esch ich te  d es N a tio n a ls o z ia lis m u s  b is  

H erb st 1933. G e b u r t des d r ille n  R eich es, Zürich, Europa-Verlag» 
1934. PP- 55 «IT
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that so much attention should have been paid to this irre­
sponsible plan: he said that his will was paramount in the 
National Socialist Party. With the exception perhaps 
of the Italian Fascists there was not a political party or 
movement in the world to-day so entirely governed by 
one will. He had no intention of throwing overboard 
the principle of legality which he had held so tenaciously.
. . . He could not forbid individual members of his Party 
to reflect on problems raised by the threat of Bolshevism, 
but to put them into documentary form, as in Hesse, 
was downright effrontery.1

In a speech at Detmold on 15 January 1936, commemo­
rati/;” the successful Landtag election in Lippe of 13 
'January 1933, Hitler said: “Time hasprovedthatwewcrc 
right. We saw the battle through and from it we have 
drawn a lesson for the future. There may yet be diffi­
culties at some time in the future. But you do not know 
m e yet—not by 3 long way. I see here my people, and 
I see history, and I recognize its teachings. I have 
trained up the whole Movement in accordance with my 
ideals. Our opponents do not understand this, but I 
cannot help them. National Socialism governs in ac­
cordance with its ideais.and these the others must accept. 
We have no thought of giving up our ideals and adopting 
different aims. There is yet one more lesson for the 
future to be drawn from the election campaign of that 
time: the Movement was then controlled by a single 
will, which swept everyone along with it. What should 
we have come to in Germany, if there had been not one 
Movement, but thirty-six or forty-five? A  leadership 
worthy of the name must have the courage to make its 
will the will of the nation— or else abdicate. There is 
only one central power, and it confers authority and 

1 The Times, 5 Dec. 1931.
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sovereignty. But it can recall them instantly in the case 
of every person anti of every thing. We look back on 
this election campaign in Lippe with deep inward emo­
tion and stirring of the heart. Wc beat our opponents 
on their own democratic basis. I am convinced of this, 
that our opponents of that time would not now be in a 
position to beat us on our basis. Yet that is what they 
would have to do, and for this reason I look forward 
with boundless confidence to the future. It is quite 
hopeless for anyone in Germany to try to alter this 
régime. If anyone should wish to make the attempt he 
may rest assured that he will be smashed to pieces like 
glass. Moreover, the Movement does not rest on one 
person alone. There is a Government to-day whose 
succession is secured, without being bound up with any 
single person.”

“ I am prepared to admit that the National Socialist 
ideal, in its final perfection, stands like a polar star above 
mankind. But mankind must ever follow a star. If it 
laid hold of this star, it would see it no more. We are 
on the right road, and we have the right goal. We shall 
be reforming the German people for centuries.” 1

Race and the Leadership Principle
In his closing speech at the Parteitag in Nuremberg in 

September 1933 Hitler said that the lines on which the 
National Socialist Party had been built up had been 
determined by him after long and careful thought upon 
the laws of life and human development. Such thought 
had been neglected by his opponents. Now after the 
victory of the Party he could speak freely of things which 
he had previously said only to Party leaders. Not only 
could his opponents now learn these principles at their 
leisure, but the Party itself must for the future observe 

1 F.Z., 17 Jan. 1936.
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these principles as a continuing obligation, must never 
forget them and always keep in mind the lessons which 
they taught.

"In  Nature there are no such things as inexplicable 
cl)ance happenings. What appears to man as subject to 
no order is simply incomprehensible for him. Every 
development runs its course in accordance with the law 
of cause and effect. Iìut since it is the effect which is 
principally seen and felt, most men are content to con­
cern themselves only with the effect. The unwillingness 
to seek and discover causes is deeply seated in man’s 
blood especially when his corrupted ego, from the sudden 
unveiling of certain causes, suspects that unpleasant 
knowledge may result which will ky  unwelcome obli­
gations upon him” . . . .

"But the only way permanently to cure diseased con­
ditions is to disclose their causes. Only so is the inner 
course of events in the life of people's comprehensible, 
only so does the riddle of the rise and fall of peoples 
lose its mystery. Then the individual happenings of a 
nation’s destiny, made up as they are of 100,000 apparent 
‘chances’, are at length revealed as the countless stations 
on a clearly charted path which either leads downwards,
i.e. to a people’s destruction, or upward to its permanent 
self-assertion and survival.”

"No people that has once begun to tread the inclined 
plane which leads downwards will ever be snatched back 
from its course save through an active recognition of 
such truths. Whether this recognition comes through 
reason or through unconscious instinct it matters not. 
Happy the people which possesses in its natural instinct 
one who will warn and avenge: unhappy the people that 
thinks it can dispense with instinct. Then its fate de­
pends only on the possibility that one day true reason 
will win the victory ovet empty superficial knowledge
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through the humble recognition of those eternal laws of 
life on which instinct rests.”

“ In order to understand the diseases from which a 
people suffers, it is first necessary to understand how a 
people is built up. Almost all the peoples of the world 
are composed to-day of different racial primary elements 
{Grundstoffen). These original elements arc each charac­
terized by different capacities. Only in the primitive 
functions of life can men be considered as precisely like 
each other. Beyond these primitive functions they 
immediately begin to be differentiated in their charac­
ters, their dispositions, and capacities. The differences 
between the individual races, both in part externally and, 
of course, also in their inner natures, can be quite enor­
mous and in fact are so. The gulf between the lowest 
creature which can still be styled man and our highest 
races is greater than that between the lowest type of 
man and the highest ape."

“ If on this earth there were not some races which 
to-day determine its cultural appearance, it would hardly 
be possible to speak of any such thing as human civiliza­
tion (Kultur). For this neither climate nor education can 
be regarded as responsible, but only man himself who 
was endowed by Providence with this capacity.”

“ But if this cultural capacity is fundamentally inherent 
in certain races, its full effect is realized only under 
certain favourable circumstances. Man as an individual, 
whatever powers lie may have in himself, will be incapa­
ble of higher achievements unless he can place the powers 
of many in the service of a single idea, a single concep­
tion, a single will and can unite them for a single action.”

“A  glance at Nature shows us that creatures belonging 
to a pure race, not merely corporeally but in character 
and capacities, are more or less of equal value. This 
equality is the greatest hindrance in the way of the for-
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mniion of any community in work {Arbeitsgemeinschaft) ; 
for since every higher civilization receives its stamp 
through achievements which arc possible only through 
uniting the forces of human labour, it is thus essential 
that a number of individuals must sacrifice a part of 
their individual freedom and must subject themselves to 
a single will. However much reason may counsel such 
a course, in reality it would be difficult amongst those 
who arc complete equals to demonstrate the reasons why 
in lite last resort one must be in a position to assert his 
will as against that of the others.”

“ The two conceptions— Command and Obedience—  
however, exercise quite another and more compelling 
force when folk of different value come into conflict or 
association with each other, and then through the action 
of the stronger section are bound together in pursuit of 
a common purpose."

"T he most primitive form of association for a common 
purpose can already be traced at the moment when man 
forces his supremacy upon the animals, tears them from 
the freedom of their former life, and builds them into 
his own life-process without troubling himself whether 
his animal-helper consents thereto or not.”

“ licit long ago man has proceeded in the same wfay 
with his fellow-man. The higher race— at first ‘higher’ 
in the sense of possessing a greater gift for organization—  
subjects to itself a lower race and thus constitutes a rela­
tionship which now embraces races of unequal value. 
Thus there results the subjection of a number of people 
under the will often of only a few persons, a subjection 
based simply on die right of the stronger, a right which, 
as wc see it in Nature, can be regarded as the sole con­
ceivable right because founded on reason.' The wild

* German: cintiti l i t e /it, das, in  d er  N a tu r  gtteh ett, a h  e in zig  
v o rstellb a r, w eit vern ü n ftig , g e lten  ka n n ,
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mustang does not take upon itself the yoke imposed by 
man cither voluntarily or joyfully; neither does one 
people welcome the violence of another.*’

"But, despite this, in the course of a long development 
this compulsion has very often been converted into a 
blessing for all parties. Thus were formed those com­
munities which created the essential features of human 
organization through the welding together of different 
races. And this organization always demands the sub­
jection of the will and the activity of many under the 
will and the energy of a single individual. As men come 
to discover the astonishing results of this concentration 
of their capacity and labour-force they begin to recognize 
not merely the expediency but also the necessity of such 
action. And thus it is that a great and significant Aryan 
civilization did not arise where Aryans alone were living 
in racial purity, but always where they formed a vital 
association with races otherwise constituted, an associa­
tion founded not on mixture of blood but on the basis 
of an organic community of purpose. And what was at 
first undoubtedly felt by the conquered as bitter com­
pulsion later became in spite of this even for them a 
blessing. Unconsciously in the master-people there grew 
up ever more clearly and vitally a recognition of the 
ethical demand that their supremacy must be no arbi­
trary rule but must be controlled by a noble reasonable­
ness. The capacity to subdue others was not given to 
them by Providence in order to make the subjects feel 
that the lordship of their conqueror was a meaningless 
tyranny, a mere oppression : that capacity was given that 
through the union of the conqueror’s genius with the 
strength of the conquered they might create for both 
alike an existence which because it was useful was not 
degrading to man.”

"However this process of the formation of a people
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and a State was begun, its beginning signified the close 
of humanity’s communistic age. For Communism is not 
a higher stage of development: rather it .is the most 
primitive form of life— the starting-point."

“ Men of completely similar characteristics, men who 
are precisely like each other and endowed with the same 
capacities, will be of necessity also alike in their achieve­
ment. This condition is realized in the case of peoples 
who are throughout of one and the same race. Where 
these conditions arc realized, the individual result of the 
activity of each will correspond only with the general 
average of a ll,. . .  In this case it can be a question only 
of quite primitive values, and the condition for any clear 
definition of the idea of property is lacking because of 
the absence of any differentiation in achievement which 
is essential for the rise of such a concept." Equal 
achievement carries with it the equal division of the 
results of that achievement. “ In such a state Com­
munism is therefore a natural and morally comprehen­
sible ordering of society. But when men of very 
different values have met together, the result of their 
achievements will also be different, that is to say 
that the race which stands higher in the scale of quality 
will contribute more to the sum total of common work 
than the race which is lower in the qualitative scale. 
And in particular men’s capacities will lie on different 
levels. The primitive capacity of the one race will from 
the first produce values other than those more highly 
developed or otherwise constituted values produced by 
the other partner in the common life. As a consequence 
the administration of the labour-product will necessarily 
lead to a division which proceeds from a consideration 
of the character of the achievement, in other words: that 
which has been created will be administered as property 
on the same basis as that of its origin. The conception
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of private property is thus inseparably connected with 
the conviction that the capacities of men arc different 
alike in character and in value and thus, further, that men 
themselves are different in character and value.”

” I3ul one cannot in one sphere of life accept this 
difference in value— which I will now call difference in 
talent— as giving rise to a moral claim on the result 
produced by this superiority and then go on to deny 
that difference in another sphere. That would be to act 
illogically. . . . One cannot in fact proceed to maintain 
that all alike have the same capacity for politics, that is 
for the most important sphere in the entire conduct of life.” 

“ While it is denied that everyone in a nation is capable 
of administering a court or a factory or of appointing its 
administration, yet that they arc ali capable of adminis­
tering the State or of appointing its administrators is 
solemnly certified1 in the name of democracy.”

“ liut here is a direct contradiction: either because o£ 
«Juni capacity all men are equally capable of adminis­
tering a State, and then the maintenance of the concept 
of property is not only unjust but simply stupid, or men 
arc in truth not in a position to take into their common 
administration as common properly that sum-total of 
material and cultural treasure which the nation as a 
whole has created, and then in that case they are far less 
in a position to govern the Slate in common. . . . The 
State docs not owe its existence to all but only to a 
definite section— the section which formerly created the 
State and which still supports and maintains it. This - 
view is not unjust or hard: it is simply a statement of 
the truth. . . . The German people arose in no other way 
than did almost all of the truly creative civilized peoples 
(.Kulturvölker) in the world of wiiich we have any know­
ledge. A  race, though small in numbers yet with capaci-

1 Germ an : attalierl.
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lies for organization and possessing a creative gift in the 
sphere of culture, in the course of many centuries spread 
itself over other peoples, absorbing some, adapting itself 
to others. All the different elements of which our people 
is composed naturally brought with them into this alli­
ance their special capacities; but the alliance itself was 
created solely by a single core which fashioned both 
people and State. This core-people caused its language 
to prevail not, of course, without borrowings from its 
subjects, and in the end it subdued all for such a length 
of time to a common destiny that the life of the people 
which controlled the State became indissolubly united 
with the life of the other parts which were gradually 
fused into and on to it. Thus in course of time out of 
the conquerors and the conquered there was long since 
created a single community. And that community is 
our German people of to-day, and as it is to-day we love 
it and cling to it. In the course of its thousand years of 
history all its very varied characteristics, each of them 
so different from the other, have become familiar and 
dear. So great is this community of which we all form 
a part that we rejoice at every contribution which adds 
to our wealth.”  W c do not ask to what section of our 
people we owe our several talents and capacities: each 
section must guard and foster its special gift. “ For one 
cannot only infer from the fact of race that certain 
capacities will be present, one can also start from the 
capacities and infer the race. That means, for instance, 
that it is not necessary first to discover musically gifted 
persons through the fact of their race in order to entrust 
to them the encouragement of music, but Music dis­
closes the race by discovering the capacity.”

“ Life sets to every single man the question of his 
descent on the day when he chooses his calling. AH 
individuals in a peopleMcarn of the different functions

C O N S T I T U T I O N
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of life, but each function awakes a special echo only in 
one part of the people, in that part which through its 
origin was originally qualified to be the special repre­
sentative {Träger) of this function and was thereby called 
to this task. Mow little the choice of a calling has to do 
with any weighing of economic profit or loss is most 
clearly shown by the fact that that choice is allowed to 
take place at an age when every condition for forming 
such a judgement is lacking, and more than that: we 
say in so many words that 'the boy ought to be born for 
something'. And that can mean only that we leave him 
to decide unconsciously and vet consciously. Uncon­
sciously, since he is scarcely capable of estimating the 
material consequences of his choice; consciously, since 
in place of any such estimation he obeys an inner voice 
which counsels him more truly than any superficial 
human understanding could ever do. For what a wonder­
ful thing it is when an eleven-year-old boy in his peasant 
village begins to draw or carve and cannot tear himself 
away from a passion which offers him oh! so little 
practical advantage, and then in the end, as a great 
master, presents to the nation works which are immortal. 
That which never moves thousands in their lives casts 
its spell over hundreds because it corresponds with their 
inborn talent. The sole interest of a people must be that 
this voice of inherited talent should always be given a 
hearing. For this voice gives to the people, not men 
under the violence of compulsion since they were never 
inwardly born for such an activity, but men filled with 
a passion and therefore devoted to their task.”

“ And just as in all spheres of life we cannot feel any 
jealousy when those who are specially born thereto, i.e. 
endowed from the outset, exercise decisive influence, so 
it is in the sphere of the political safeguarding of that 
which in the course of the millennia has become for us
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a people. Just as the unmusical person will not feel 
himself injured or insulted because not he, but one who 
is musically gifted, composes music or conducts an 
orchestra, so in every other sphere the appointment of 
qualified persons cannot be regarded as a slight by those 
who have no capacities in that field. And in fact this 
docs not occur; only a conscious perversion could breed 
such madness.” .

“ Starting from the fact that any created thing can be 
maintained only by the same force which created it, it 
follows that the body of a people ( Volkskörper) can be 
maintained only by those forces which called it into 
being and which through their capacity for organization 
welded it together and solidified it. Thus all who love 
their people and wish for its maintenance must therefore 
sec to it that that part of the people can bring its political 
capacities into play which formerly was responsible for 
the political formation and development of this com­
munity.1'

“ For he who delivers up the political leadership of 
the nation to any other force than that which formerly 
during the course of long periods of time created the 
nation sooner or later docs but open up the way for 
anyone to seize that leadership." '

“ We cling to our people just as it is: wc love it in all 
its inner many-sidedness and in all the external wealth 
which has resulted therefrom: we would not that this 
community should cease to exist in this world simply 
because the wrong part of this people was entrusted 
with its political leadership. And that is precisely what 
has happened. Since the bourgeoisie, as a new class, 
claimed and received the political leadership .of the 
nation, the reasonable organic evolution was interrupted

' G e n  rum  : giebl dine damit früher oder später wieder fr e i. I a m  
n o t  s u r e  w h e t h e r  I  h a v e  r ig h t ly  u n d e r s to o d  th e  se n se  o f  th e s e  w o r d s .
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in the most important sphere of all. The German bour­
geoisie as a social hotly1 was the product of a selection 
which was based essentially less upon political than, upon 
economic functions. The Libcrnlisttc age through the 
introduction of money and property as the standard of 
valuation in the bourgeoisie produced a social class 
(Schicht) which corresponded with its own essential 
character. That many members of this social class did 
produce outstanding achievements in many spheres not 
concerned with material interests is not really connected 
with any valuation based upon the bourgeois idea, but 
rather with those fundamental racial values which sur­
vived in them. But in themselves these have no relation 
to the concept of the bourgeoisie\ for membership of this 
social class all that was necessary' was talent in the 
economic sphere which was evidenced by good fortune 
and a talent in the mental or cultural sphere which simi­
larly could be turned into some form of economic suc­
cess. In no case for determining membership of this 
class were such characteristics as valour or heroism1 the 
decisive test. On the contrary': since economic life has 
for the most part more un-heroic than heroic features, 
the German bourgeoisie had very little heroic about it; 
it was rather ‘economic’ . And the bourgeois parties were 
a true reflection of this cast of soul— associations of 
hucksters, void of any capacity for a real leadership of 
the people.”

"And the people felt that. For that is the remarkable 
thing. Since from different racial cores a people came 
into being, each part learned gradually to tolerate the 
other— so long as it remained within its own sphere. 
Thus the people tolerates music only when it is good 
music, that is, when it is practised by that part of the

1 German: als gesellschaftliche Substanz.
1 G e r m a n  : heroische oder heldische. Eigenschaften.
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people which is born for music. It tolerates those engi­
neers only who understand the law of their craft and, 
thank God! it tolerates only those politicians whose 
calling is written on their brows,”

"Our whole life runs its course between leadership 
and following.1 The higher the development of a people 
the more complicated is its life. In no sphere is man 
any longer master of himself, his whole life is determined 
by considerations of others. Everywhere he is led and 
continuously he must obey. The time for his sleep, the 
time for his toil is dictated for him by the will of another, 
and when he begins his morning work that work runs in a 
channel which others determine and supervise. . . .  Each 
takes his share in this violation of freedom, and yet all 
this is borne willingly and patiently. In ever)' sphere of 
our cultural life leadership is readily recognized as soon 
as it is obvious that it is an inborn capacity. The led 
observes this not merely through achievement, but he 
perceives it without any hesitation from a man’s be­
haviour. The boy at school feels instinctively the calling 
of Iiis teacher: one master he obeys, against others he 
declares open rebellion. The people tests through resist­
ance in all spheres of life the capacity of leaders and 
above all in the political field. . . . Just as any company 
feels itself deserted, unfortunate, and unhappy in spirit 
when its tried leader falls, so unconsciously every people 
collapses when its leadership fails. Men justly feel them­
selves betrayed if they have through the centuries grown 
great in a community which can no longer be sustained 
because the part of the community responsible for sus­
taining it suddenly ceases to do so.”

“ But with the claim of the German bourgeoisie to lead 
tiie nation a class of society presented itself to the people 
as leaders which was never bom to the task. And the 

1 German : *n:iteilen FüJtnmg und Gcfolgictoft.
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people recognized the fact and with instinctive certainty 
rejected its claim. So it became conceivable that an 
alien race could have the audacity with its primitive 
watchword to tear open an ancient wound in the midst 
of our people and through the proletariat could seek to 
undertake the organization of those who in the absence 
of leaders truly born to the task had become leaderless.”

‘ ‘And this serves also to explain how it was that a 
bourgeoisie which was not in the least destined for politi­
cal leadership sought to transfer to the political sphere 
the methods and usages of economic life. For with the 
anonymous share in a limited liability company corre­
sponds the anonymous voting-paper, and with the 
majority of shareholders corresponds the parliamentary 
coalition!”

‘‘And it was clear that with either of these it was 
impossible to find any logical, ethical, or moral founda­
tion for the conception of private property'. And the 
farther the age lapsed into these internal contradictions, 
the easier it was for an alien race, consistently pursuing 
its purpose, to foster the people’s mistrust in its political 
leadership— a mistrust that had already instinctively 
arisen— and to shatter completely all confidence in that 
leadership.1 But since the bourgeoisie had founded itself 
upon the completely non-political concept of individual 
property, the opposition amongst the people quite natu­
rally based itself on that section which was and still is 
quite incapable of creating an organization and therefore 
suddenly rediscovered in Communism the expression of 
the most primitive form of existence— a form of expres­
sion which had in the dim past been its own. It is thus

1 A  p a r a p h r a s e  r e p r e s e n t in g  w h a t  I s u p p o s e  to  h a v e  b e e n  
H it le r 's  m e a n in g . T h e  G e r m a n  te x t  is das instinktiv rege gewor­
dene Mißtrauen des Volkes in seine politische F ü h r u n g  vollends zu 
erschüttern.
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no ch linee that hand in hand with this there went a 
retrogression in all spheres of culture— systematically 
propagated and carried into effect by Communism and 
its leaders.”

“ For the same reason it is also quite natural that this 
bourgeoisie, being a completely inorganic political leader­
ship and possessing no native talent or capacity for its 
task, must break down in face of the attack of Marxism 
while there could be no thought of bringing about a 
change in the situation through the bourgeoisie or by 
means of its political organizations. . . . And thus the 
question which arose after the collapse of the year iqiS 
was only this: first, whether there yet remained in our 
people a sufficiently large core of that part of the race 
which formerly had begun and effected the creation of 
cur people and which therefore can alone be capable 
of leading and sustaining the people in the future, and 
secondly whether one could discover this part and 
entrust it with the leadership.”

“ And it was further clear that, since the new formation 
of our society had developed out of economic functions, 
the capacity for political leadership could in no way be 
presumed to be necessarily identifiable with the social 
position of the individual German, that is to say, that 
men drawn from lower economic or social classes might 
be well fitted to lead the people just as on the other hand 
members of the highest social classes, especially those 
who represented economic or financial interests, would 
have to be rejected. The inborn talent1 necessary for our 
purpose— that alone must be decisive; our task was to 
discover these men out of all the different towns, call­
ings, and classes."

"This was in tmth a Socialistic action, for in so far as 
I seek, for every function in life, to find from my people

' G e r m o n :  die innere Veranlagung.
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the man who was born for this task in order to hand 
over to him in this sphere lull responsibility without 
considering to what economic or social class he belongs, 
I am acting in the interest of all. But if the word 
‘Socialism’ is to have any meaning at all, then that 
meaning can only be that with iron justice, that is with 
profound insight, on each man should be placed that 
share in the maintenance of the people as a whole which 
corresponds with his inborn talent and his value. This 
principle is the expression of a lofty justice because it is 
in itself logical and reasonable; it can be applied to all 
the functions of life and therefore to the entire sphere of 
the political leadership of a people.”

"T he decisive problem which alone remained was 
thus: What was the method by which one was to find 
these men who as successors of the former creators of 
the body of our people and therefore as their heirs could 
to-day maintain their work? Mere there was but one 
possibility: one could not from the race infer the capa­
city, but one had to infer from the capacity the racial 
fitness for the task. But one could establish the fact 
of capacity from the way in which individual men 
responded to the new idea which w'e had to proclaim. 
This is the infallible method by which to seek the men 
whom one wishes to find, for each man listens only to 
the note to which his inmost being is attuned. If you 
preach private gain all the egoists will join you . . .  but if 
you demand sacrifice and courage, braver)', loyalty, faith, 
and heroism then that part of the people which calls 
these virtues its owrn will join your ranks. And always 
it was this factor which made history, and the content 
of that which we embrace under the word ‘history* is the 
formation of peoples and of States and their main­
tenance.”

“ And thus it was that in the year 1919 I set forth a
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programme, I defined a tendency which was consciously 
a blow in the face of the pacifist-democratic world. If 
there were still in our people men of the kind we needed, 
then victory was certain. For this fanaticism in decision 
and in action was bound to draw to itself men of kindred 
nature. Wherever those who possessed these charac­
teristics might be, they were bound one day to hear the 
voice which was that of their blood, and willy-nilly they 
would follow the Movement which was the expression 
of their own inmost being. That might take five, ten, or 
twenty years, but gradually there grew up within the 
Slate of Democracy the State of Authority, within the 
Reich of lamentable absurdity a core of fanatical devo­
tion and ruthless determination. There was only one 
possible danger which might oppose this development—  
that the opponent might understand the principle, might 
clearly grasp these ideas and then avoid all opposition, 
or on the other hand that he might with the last extreme 
of brutality annihilate the new association at the very 
beginning and nip it in the bud/*

"But neither one nor the other happened. The time 
was no longer capable of making a decision and carrying 
through such an annihilation, nor had it the nerve, or 
rather it had not sufficient understanding, for a com­
pletely passive attitude which should avoid any conflict. 
Instead it began to tyrannize over the young Movement 
according to a bourgeois standard and thus supported 
the process of natural selection in the happiest way. 
After that it was only a question of the time when the 
leadership of the nation would fall into the hands of this 
hardened human material. And so I was able to wait 
for fourteen years, ever more and more assured that our 
hour must come. For in these years just as a magnet 
draws to itself the steel splinters so did our Movement 
gather together from all classes and callings and walks
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of life the forces in the German people which can form 
and also maintain States.”

"Once more it was proved that one may well be able 
to control a great business and yet be incapable of 
leading even a group of eight men. And on the other 
hand it was shown that from peasants’ rooms and work­
men’s huts came the horn leaders, for that was the 
wonderful thing in this period when we were propa­
gating our idea— that its waves spread over the whole 
country and drew man after man, woman after woman 
under its spell. While bourgeois politicians were asking 
questions about our programme they never dreamed 
that hundreds of thousands were devoting themselves to 
this Movement simply because their inner receiver was 
adjusted to the wave-length of this idea. . . .  And therein 
lies the Movement's mighty mission of reconciliation 
between the classes. A new valuation of men begins—  
not according to the standards of Libcralistic thought 
hut according to the measures which Nature has deter­
mined. And the more the opponent believed that he 
could check the development through terrorism applied 
only in such doses as his character allowed him to use, 
the more he encouraged it. Nietzsche’s word that a blow 
which does not fell a strong man only strengthens him 
found its verification a thousandfold. Every blow in­
creased our defiance, every persecution increased our 
resolution, and that which did fall away proved in its 
falling away to be the greatest good fortune for the 
Movement.”

"And gradually the nation felt the rise of a new 
political leadership and more and more it yielded itself 
to that leadership, because it instinctively perceived in 
it something of that force to which formerly it owed its 
birth. The very people that in the Liberal epoch lay in 
continual strife with its leaders now stands more and
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more as one man behind its new leaders. The miracle 
in which our opponents refused to believe has become 
accomplished fact. . . . Out of forty-five million adult 
men three million fighters have organized themselves: 
they represent the political leadership of the nation.
. . . Into their hands the people in full confidence has 
placed its destiny. But thereby the organization has 
undertaken a solemn obligation: it must sec to it that 
this core whose mission it is to safeguard the stability of 
the political leadership in Germany must be preserved 
for all lime.”

"The task of the Movement is to secure that through 
a skilful method in the choice of recruits only those are 
received into membership who will never change the 
inmost character of these forces which sustain our 
nation. It must realize that it is not the number of 
members of this core which counts but only its inner 
worth and thus its inner homogeneity. The Movement 
must make it clear that the selection of members in the 
future must proceed according to the same rigorous 
principles which a stern fate has imposed upon us in 
the past.”

"That which was formerly in part secured by the 
compulsion exercised by our opponents must now in the 
future be replaced by our own rigour. We must never 
hesitate to remove from this community anything which 
in its essential character does not belong to it. VVc must 
therefore in the course of time make more severe the 
conditions for membership, not lower or weaken them.”

"And this core of the Movement must never forget 
that it has to seek its reinforcements from the whole 
body of the people, ft has in unceasing work to lead the 
whole nation to adopt its principles, he. it must secure 
their living allegiance. Only through this unbroken 
work with the people for the people and about the

C O N S T I T U T I O N
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people will a really close tie be formed, only so will it 
gain the capacity to recognize that part of the people 
which will provide it with its selected material. For 
those charged with the selection of members capable of 
political leadership must keep most careful watch to see 
that no real genius is living in the people without being 
observed and received into the ranks.”

" I f  the class of the political leaders of a nation over­
looks or disregards those in the people who have inborn 
talents, then that class itself must bear the responsibility 
if that inborn talent at length creates its own field of 
activity, even if it were only like Spartacus to organize 
the slaves. In the long run it is not through any enforced 
respect for an incapable leadership which has become 
unworthy of its position that the born genius can be 
forced to refuse obedience to the imperious command 
of its own ego. The people has the right to demand that 
in the sphere of politics as in all other spheres of public 
life its ablest sons should not be neglected". . . .

In closing his speech Hitler impressed upon the officials 
of the Party their responsibility for the consistent applica­
tion and realization of these principles. “ Our life," he said, 
“ is transitory, and our immortality in this world rests 
only in the rightness of the principles to which we have 
entrusted the life of our people. The present can give 
us no more of our people’s love and loyalty than it has 
already granted to us. The future will one day weigh 
us with the same measure with which we ourselves 
thought of the future. Therefore may our God preserve 
us from those faults which have their foundation in 
human self-seeking— may we never take the successes 
of the present without regard for their consequences in 
the future.”

“ In so far then as we devote ourselves to the care of' 
our own blood— that blood which has been entrusted to
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us by destiny— we arc at the same time doing our best 
to help to safeguard other peoples from diseases which 
spring from race to race, from people to people. I f  in 
West or Central Europe but one single people were to 
tall a victim to Bolshevism, this poison would continue 
its ravages, it would devastate the oldest, the fairest 
civilization which can to-day be found upon this earth."

“ Germany by taking upon itself this conflict does but 
fulfil, as so often before in her history, a truly European 
mission.“ 1

At the Fiihrcrtagmg held in June rpjjj Hitler said:
“ The people which understands best how to set every 

fellow countryman in the place for which he is in a way 
born will produce the greatest achievement in the life 
of peoples.” Germany has not in the political sphere 
produced a hierarchy of leaders, though this has been 
done in almost all other spheres. This is due to the fact 
that in the last century political leadership was more 
and more entrusted to a class which had arisen from 
purely economic successes. Political capacity is essen­
tially a gift for organization and thus is clearly distin­
guished from the capacity needed in the economic 
sphere. . . . The State in the present centuiy has bceh 
governed almost exclusively on the maxims with which 
one conducts a limited liability company and thus neces­
sarily the people has become hostile to this kind of 
leadership. What was needed was the building up of a 
school of practical life which should stand open to all 
those who felt themselves called to the political struggle 
(Kampf). . . .  Just as a magnet draws from a composite 
mass only the steel chips so should a Movement directed 
exclusively towards political struggle draw to itself only 
those natures which arc called to political leadership.

1 V.B., 5 Sept. 1933.
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"It  is now the task of the National Socialist Move­
ment to build up organically a political leadership parallel 
with the leadership in cultural and economic life. To 
lead a nation which longs for clear and capable political 
leadership can always only be the task of a leading 
minority. He who puts in the foreground this concep­
tion of an organic selection of leaders is thinking his­
torically. When we acted in this way \vc were not keeping 
in view merely the present: our aim was that posterity 
should be forced to admit that the men of our day had 
created foundations which would guarantee for centuries 
the life of successive generations. And that» too, our 
generation owes to its dead. Wc could not be content 
with half measures which could not justify themselves 
before the judgement-seat of history; we had to perform 
our task completely. There is only one tolerance which 
we can practise— that towards the eternal life of our 
people: the parties could not be tolerated. Our task is 
to build up in Germany a hierarchy of political leader­
ship which can be fitted into the fundamental laws of 
the nation’s life. If we give the leadership to those who 
have a natural right to lead, then we shall fulfil a law 
alike of the highest reason and of the highest justice. 
The German Revolution will not be complete until the 
whole German people has been fashioned anew, until 
it has been organized anew and has been reconstruc­
ted."

“ Our aim is to draw from the midst of the people a 
class of leaders which shall be hard as steel. When in 
this way the people has been rightly trained through its 
political leadership, then the social spirit will come to 
its own, for he who thinks only in terms of economics 
will never be able to think and act truly socially. When 
a Movement has won a State for these principles, when 
it is determined to retain power through the laws of such
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leadership, then this State can never be overthrown. As 
is the leadership, so is the people and so is its destiny.” '

Oil I July 1933, 'when the Stahlhelm through Seldte 
promised its loyalty to the National Socialist Movement, 
Hitler spoke again on leadership3 Revolutions in the past 
had with very few exceptions failed because their leaders 
had not realized that the essential thing was not the 
assumption of power but the education of men. Revo­
lutions could be regarded as successful only if they set 
their stamp on an age. The important thing was that 
the place of a defeated Government should be forthwith 
occupied by another new authority. Questions of leader­
ship, socialism, authority all went back to the same root 
— blood and national character ( Volkstum). “ Our revo­
lution can have a meaning only if we turn our recognition 
of this fact into reality and on that basis mould the life 
of the German people.”  The choice of leaders must be 
determined by the test of blood. “ Socialism is nothing 
else than the natural ordering of a people according to 
its inborn capacities. If they were successful in forming 
such a class of political leaders with a claim to leadership 
based on blood and descent, on capacity and natural 
gifts, then the German Revolution would mould the 
features of the German future for centuries. The con­
crete aim of our revolution is to establish internal order 
as a pre-condition for the expansion of Gentian power 
in the world without.” The task of SA. Leadership was 
the education of the German in the spirit of National 
Socialism.3 Spartan simplicity and hard ness against one-

1 V.B., 19-20 June 1933. Only a summery of this speech is 
given, und I am not sure how far the summary reproduces Hitler's 
own wording,

- A t  R c ic h c n h n ll,  \ J u ly  193 3 ­
1 C f .  “ T o - d a y  w e  le a d  th e  w h o le  p e o p le  a n d  th u s  th e r e  a r is e s  f o r  

u s  th e  g ig a n tic  ta sk  o f  e d u c a t in g  th e  m illio n s  w h ic h  in  t h e i r  h e a r ts
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self must characterize the leaders so that the led might 
subject themselves willingly and readily to authority,1

In a speech to Gauleiter in Berlin on 13 July 1933 
Hitler said that they had been bound to conquer political 
power rapidly and with one blow; in the economic 
sphere other principles of development must carry the 
day. Here progress must be made step by step without 
any radical breaking up of existing conditions which 
would endanger the foundations of their own life. It 
was impossible to build up German economic life with 
bureaucratic constructions. “The exploitation of the 
capacities of individuals has made us great, and only by 
the same means can our great work of reconstruction 
be successful." That an inferior achievement should 
prevail over a superior achievement would not be tole­
rated: the welfare of the German people demanded this. 
The problem to be solved was the protection of the 
interests of the whole society. Achievement must deter­
mine duties and rights both in the economic and political 
spheres. The tempo of the influence which they could 
exercise upon the country’s economic life, and upon 
appointments to economic posts was therefore dependent 
upon the building up of a succession of economic leaders. 
. . .  It was a principle of the National Socialists not to 
remove anyone from his post until they had a more 
capable person, proved by his practical achievement, to
d o  n o t  y e t b e lo n g  to  u s  bo th a t th e y  m a y  b e c o m e  s o ld ie r s  o f  th is  

T h i r d  R e ic h , s o ld ie r s  o f  o u r  o u tlo o k  o n  th e  w o r ld .”  S p e e c h  S t 
L e ip z ig ,  16 J u ly  1933: V.B., 18 J u ly  1933. I n  a n o th e r  s p e e c h  o n  
th e  sa m e  d a y  H it le r  s a id  th a t w h a t  w o u ld  d e te r m in e  th e  f u t u r e  o f  

th e  n a tio n  w a s  th e  q u e s t io n  w h e th e r  th e y  c o u ld  b r in g  in  s p ir i t  a n d  
in  h e a r t  6 5  m il l io n s  o f  G e r m a n  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  in to  th e  w o r ld  o f  
id e a s  o f  N a t io n a l  S o c ia lis m . “ T h i s  m o v e m e n t is n o t  th e o r y  o r  
e m p t y  i l lu s io n :  i t  is th e  c o n fe s s io n  o f  th e  m illio n s  th a t t h e y  o re  

b r o th e r s  a n d  s is te r s .”  V.B., ib id .

1 V.B., 3 J u ly  19 3 3 .
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put in that post. . . . The only thing which interested 
him, as leader, in economic questions was the task of the 
future: to give work once more to the German worker 
and to restore his full power as a consumer.1

At Berchtesgaden on 6 August 1933, in an address to 
Leaders 0/ the Party, Hitler said that "order in our own 
house is in the last resort the decisive factor which will 
determine our position in the world. The essential thing 
is that supremacy in the State shall be guaranteed by a 
stable institution which shall be secure from the chances 
and changes of the moment. The power of the Move­
ment must therefore be independent of persons and 
established for all time. Thus an organization is neces­
sary so that from it the leadership may be continually 
renewed and supplemented. The Party will build up 
for itself a hierarchy of leaders in a senate of the oldest, 
most trustworthy and most loyal comrades. They must 
think in terms of really large periods of time, for their 
mission was to guarantee the life of the people. Member­
ship of the Party must mean not enjoyment but sacrifice: 
this heroic idea of the Movement must dominate the 
whole people."2

In a speech at Godesberg (19 August 1933) he said: "This 
hierarchy of leaders must hold together the people as in 
a vice."3 "Their task was to stamp upon Germany the 
new world outlook so durably that it would become the 
element of cohesion within the German people."4

1 V.B., 1+ July 1933.
5 V.B., 7 Aug. 1933. Cf. "The leadership must be as heroic as 

the demands it makes of the people". Godesberg, 19 Aug. 1933: 
V.B., 22 Aug. 1933.

1 V.B., 22 Aug. 1933.
4 I b id .

485

 



C O N S T I T U T I O N

In  the Proclamation read to the Parteitag at Nuremberg 

on 1 Septem ber i<jj.j H itler said: “The National Socialist 
Movement must profess its faith in that heroism which 
is content to face all opposition and every trial rather 
than for a moment to be false to the principles which it 
has recognized to be right. The Movement must be 
filled with one fear alone—the fear lest the time should 
ever come when it could be charged with dishonesty or 
thoughtlessness. . . . The Government of the nation 
must never harden into a purely bureaucratic machine, 
it must ever remain a living leadership.“ 1

In  an address to Gauleiter in Berlin (2 February 1934) 
H itler said that their task now was not merely to permeate 
the State with their National Socialist outlook on the 
world, but to build up the entire administration in the 
spirit of the victorious Movement until it became a close 
organic whole, pulsing with life. If the National Socialist 
Revolution against the “November-State” was bound 
to come because this State, which was alien to the 
people, had erected dams against the flood of the nation’s 
life, the National Socialist Stale must so organize itself 
that the intimacy of its inner association with the people 
should naturally and necessarily guarantee its perma­
nence. As the stable scaffolding for such an organization 
of the State the leaders needed a guard of reliable political 
functionaries, a body which would enable the leaders to 
carry farther into practical action in all spheres the ideas 
of the National Socialist Movement. Only with such an 
instrument, always ready to strike, with men into whose 
very being the Party’s outlook on the world had been 
kneaded, men penetrated through and through by a 
consciousness of loyalty to duty—only with such a force 
could the capacity to command amongst the leaders 

1 F.Z., z Supt. 1933.
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have its full effect upon those subordinated to them. 
"When \vc shall have created for the National Socialist 
State such a closely knit body—its completion will natu­
rally take time—then this will form an achievement of 
extraordinary significance for the future of our people. 
The means through which the fusion of the State and of 
our outlook on the world will be effected is the Party: 
in the great community of National Socialism, supported 
by the whole people, the Party must form a carefully 
chosen Order of Leadership designed to guarantee for 
all tiine the existence of the National Socialist State. 
What the State demands from the people, that in its 
essence {in komprimiertester Form ) this Order of a sworn 
community of leadens, in unconditional subjection to its 
own laws, will realize within its own body. In this com­
munity, bound together for better or for worse, when 
other factors of constitutional permanence arc no longer 
present, the absolute continuity of the development of 
the German nation will be secured for alt time. When 
once this hierarchy of leadership has been placed on an 
indestructible foundation, then, too, the whole question 
of the leadership of the Party is solved and this is assured 
for ever. For when once this new leadership-organiza­
tion of the German people has been set up through a 
single creative achievement it will henceforth supply 
from its membership an unbroken succession of persona­
lities fitted to undertake the supreme leadership of the 
State. He who in time to come shall be presented to the 
Movement as Leader will always find in the Party an 
instrument of unexampled cohesion, serving the idea 
which inspires the Movement in blind obedience: in it 
he will find also the sure guarantor of a distant future.. . ,  
The body of the leaders of the Movement will, like Cru* 
saders, loyally support every decision of the Party. . . . 
In the harmony between Party and State lies in the last
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rcsnrt the strength which will enable the State to master 
all its problems.” '

In a speech delivered at the celebration of the tenth anni­
versary of the Parteitag at Weimar ( j  July 1936) Hitler 
said:

"May the German nation never forget that the hardi­
ness (Härte) of a people is not tested when its leadership 
can point to visible successes but rather in hours of 
apparent failures. As long as a leadership is blessed by 
good fortune, every weakling can profess his loyalty. 
Only ill the hours when good fortune seerns to hide her 
face arc the really valuable men declared. Only then 
will loyalty turn the scale. May the German people in 
the future retain these virtues! Then with these prin­
ciples which have been tried in the past, with these fun­
damental beliefs of our Movement, it will inarch into a 
great future! To-day, together with my thanksgiving, 
there is but one petition I would address to the Almighty': 
that He would bless our people in our Movement. For 
this is my most sacred conviction : so long as the National 
Socialist Movement stands firm and strong in Germany, 
so long will Germany be strong and firm. And if ever 
this Movement should decline, then will Germany, too, 
once more decline.'”

Hitler spoke once more of the meaning of Leadership in 
the National Socialist Slate sehen in Munich on 24 Feb­
ruary 1934 he addressed the Old Guard of the Movement 
in the Ilofbräuhaus. The "hierarchy of Leadership” 
would give to the political development of Germany 1

1 F .Z . , 4 F eb . 1934. I  have tramimeli the sum m ary o f  the speech 
os given here. I do not know how far it can be relied upon for 
the precise w ording o f  H itler's speech.

> V -B ., 5 July 1936'
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stability and security: then Germany would no longer 
fall a victim to evilly disposed speculators and to self­
seeking interests. . . .  It was in this hall in the early days 
that we National Socialists proclaimed: “With the spirit 
we wish to win the nation, but we wish also to subdue 
with the fist anyone who dares through terrorism to do 
violence to the spirit. . . . "  “It is our wish for the future 
to be nothing else than the people’s delegates and so to 
fashion our lives that we can take our stand as decent 
and honourable men before the eyes of every German. 
It is essential that the Movement should ever keep in 
view, year by year, this profession of faith, for only so 
will the association of the Leadership with the whole 
German people be permanently secured: it is in this 
association that there lies the firmest guarantee for the 
future. . . . Years ago we said: ‘Our task is the conquest 
of power in Germany’ ; to-day we say: 'The task of the 
Movement is the conquest of the German for the power 
of this State.’ ”

Later Hitler, speaking of the unique success of the plebi­
scite of November 1933, said: “We arc convinced that 
such success will always be ours if we continue to fight 
and struggle for this people, and we are therefore also 
convinced that we must always continue from time to 
time to appeal to this people. We see in the case of 
another State what it leads to when one no longer has the 
courage to appeal to the nation and ask for an expression 
of its confidence.1 . . . We wish therefore in the future, 
too, at least once in every' year to give to the people the 
possibility of expressing its judgement upon us. . . .  If 
the judgement is unfavourable, then no one must say, 
’The people is at fault’ : rather he must know that the 
Movement has grown indolent, the Movement is no

1 A  reference presum ably to Austria,

489



CONSTITUTION

longer fighting on right lines, it luis lost its contact with 
the people and must learn its lesson afresh of going to 
the people once more. Therein lies our strength. No 
politician can face the world with more than he has 
behind him.” If fate has robbed us of our arms, wê 
are under the greater obligation at least to gather about 
us the people in its entirety.*

hi his Proclamation at the opening of the Party Congress 
at Nuremberg on 6 September /fyj.V, Hitler said:

"To many who look back over the years that lie behind 
us, the path of the National Socialist Movement and the 
rise of the Reich may seem dreamlike and unreal. One 
day, perhaps, men will speak of the miracle that Provi­
dence wrought for us. But however it came about, 
in the beginning of this miracle stood faith—faith in the 
eternal German people!"

"If once, as an unknown soldier of the World War, I 
entered on the path which led me to the head of the 
nation and which to-day brings me before you once 
again, I owe the courage to make that audacious decision 
solely to my own failli in the worth of my people. I feel 
that I must say here to-day that it was fortunate for me 
that in the years of my youth and during my time as a 
soldier I had the opportunity of learning to know only 
the people, for it alone gave me faith, and the memory 
of it has sustained me through all difficulties and 
mishaps."

"If at that time, instead of my knowledge of the 
people, I had had the knowledge which came to me 
later of its intellectual leaders and especially of its bour­
geois political leaders, their social ethic, and their public 
and private failings, I, too, perhaps should have felt 
doubts of the German people and its future. But what 

1 F .Z ., 27  F eb . 1934­
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bore me up in those bitter days and weeks of collapse was 
not my knowledge of the political and military leaders of 
Germany or of the intellectual classes (Schichten), so far 
as personalities were concerned: it was my knowledge 
of the German rifleman, my knowledge of the German 
front-line soldier, my knowledge of those massed mil­
lions of German workmen and peasants from which this 
steel-hard core of the German people was made. . . . 
For on this point there can be no doubt. The human 
and moral worth of the leadership of the nation in those 
day's did not even approximately correspond to the worth 
of those w-hom it led. Ninety-nine per cent, of the 
bravery' and courage lay with the riflemen, and with 
them alone. Barely one per cent, could be claimed by 
the leadership of the Reich and people.”

"But I formed the decision to build up for the Reich 
a new leadership, which should be characterized by just 
those fundamental qualities which we expect from the 
people itself, and which wc found that they possessed a 
thousandfold. In November igiS, and long before that, 
a ruling class of society had proved itself incapable of 
leadership. The problem to be solved, then, stood out 
clear as day before my eyes. A new organization of 
leadership must be built up. Every thought of rescuing 
the nation again through its old organizations meant the 
belief that, against all laws of reason and experience, 
proved weakness would suddenly and by chance be 
capable of changing into a new force. For more than 
four years this German people furnished a proof of its 
inner worth such as history had never given before. 
Unflinchingly regiments lined up and shed their blood. 
Batteries kept on firing to the end. Officers and men of 
the Fleet, grasping their tattered colours, went down 
into the deep with songs of German faith upon their 
lips. And in contrast with this gallant demonstration of
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endless heroism stood the devastating cowardice of the 
leaders of the Reich and nation. While for more 
than four years a front of homes was proving its worth 
in efforts a thousand times repeated, not once did the 
leadership at home find the strength for a decision of 
equal magnitude and boldness. Bravery—it was all on 
the side of the riflemen, while all the cowardice was 
concentrated in the organized political leadership of the 
nation. Any attempt to set Germany on Iter feet again 
could in such circumstances succeed only if this political 
ruling class were rooted out and destroyed. For this 
purpose the way to a new principle of selecting the 
leaders must be found. Hut with this vanished all possi­
bility of wishing to mould the future history of Germany 
in the framework of the old Parties, and with their help. 
During those nights when I resolved finally to become 
a politician, the future of the German world of Parties 
was also decided.”1

Hitler vient on to reproach (hose who always sazv diffi­
culties in the future, though the history of Germany in the 
past seemed to them only what one might have expected. 
From such people, during the early struggles of the Party, he 
had received neither understanding nor support. “When I 
attempted to make bravery of spirit and joy in responsi­
bility the leading values in the German Reich, they 
considered it a pernicious venture; for in their eyes 
audacity was but unreason, while in every picce of 
cowardice they imagined that they saw traces of wisdom! 
In the past, it is true, they allowed that the virtues of a 
courageous spirit had merit, but they fancied themselves 
and the present time superior to such primitive exhibi­
tions of emotion. They spoke, it is true, of Prussian 
virtues, but they forgot that these Prussian virtues were 
based, not on any certificate of birth, but exclusively 

1 C f. MK., p. ÎS5 (Germ an), P- 178 (English).
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upon an incomparable attitude of mind. They cited the 
names of great Prussian heroes, and sought to refer to 
them on every opportunity that offered itself. But they 
would not admit that all their own cleverness fell under 
that heading which the Prussian Clausewitz, in his Con­
fessions, summarily and collectively defined as ‘coward­
ice’. They had therefore no understanding for the 
unknown fighter' who now at last sought to make the 
courage of the front-line soldier tell even in the leader­
ship of German policy, and who for this purpose was 
raising a Party in which these front-line soldiers found 
their first, their most striking, and their sole representa­
tion in politics. They either did not or would not under­
stand that even for the political leader, and thus for the 
whole political leadership of a nation, firmness of charac­
ter, a stout heart, a bold spirit, the highest joy in respon­
sibility, a ruthless power of decision, and the toughest 
endurance are qualities more important than any pre­
sumed abstract knowledge!"

"And because they regarded these virtues as unim­
portant, their own organizations which were penetrated 
with their spirit were incapable of solving the domestic 
problems and could not therefore solve the external 
problems. While they regarded National Socialism as 
merely a fresh splitting up of forces, it was in fact the 
beginning of the greatest purification and at the same 
time of the greatest unification in our history. It was 
the beginning of a new process of selection in the leader­
ship of the nation.”2

In a speech delivered at Hamburg on 17 August 1934 
Hitler said:

“The Government of the German people can be
1 H itler "d er Namenlose", M K .,  p. 226.
2 V.B., 7 Sept. 193S.
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responsible1 only to its people and never to one individual 
group of interests. Only if it holds this sovereign posi­
tion can it be regarded and recognized as the impartial 
and just leader of the nation. Every member of the 
people must be able to be confident that his Government 
is as mudi at his sendee as at the sendee of any other...

"It is a task of great difficulty to constitute such a 
Government, hut just because of that fact it is all the 
more necessary that it should be protected from all 
attacks which might damage its sovereign authority. 
For the whole people must be interested in securing 
that its Government {Staatsführung) can in indepen­
dence represent its vital interests. The Government 
wiil be supported by two factors: in the political sphere 
bv the community of the people organized in the 
National Socialist Movement, and in the military sphere 
by the army {Wehrmacht). It will be my aim always in 
the future to secure the recognition of the two principles 
that the sole representative of the political will within 
the nation shall be the National Socialist Party and that 
the army shall be the only bearer of arms within the 
Reich. On the loyalty to the State of these two organiza­
tions rest its strength and power. In the maintenance of 
this construction the whole Gentian people must be 
profoundly interested, for it secures to the German State 
both in the domestic and in the foreign sphere an indes­
tructible stability. . . .  It guarantees the security and 
permanence of the Government and thus enables it to 
carry out a long-term policy. It gives it independence 
from carping criticism, and it will thus be able to make 
decisions which arc necessary despite the possibility that 
such measures may prove to be misconceived. Above 
all it gives to the poorer classes of the people, workmen, 
peasants, and the humbler members of the middle class 
the security that they are governed by a régime which
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is not pledged to support one-sided capitalist interests. 
Further, it gives to the Government the power to inter­
vene ruthlessly whenever abuses are disclosed. Only 
under such a regime is it possible to hang even the big 
thieves instead of letting them escape. At the same time 
this construction also gives to the Reich the guarantee 
for a worthy representation of its vital interests in the 
field of foreign policy.”1

1 F.Z., 19 Aug. 1934-
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In his open Letter to Brüning of 13 December 1931 
Hitler wrote: that he knew of the view once held that 
Governments have the right to act while the people has 
the duty to keep silence. But even before the War 
“Germany obstinately maintained that besides the right 
of the Government to act the governed had the right to 
express their views. Besides the duty of the governed 
to recognize the Government, there is also the duty of 
the Government to pay the most favourable attention to 
the criticisms of the governed."

“Especially since the Revolution of the year 1918 the 
German people believes itself to possess a justification 
for criticism and for public criticism too—all the more 
so since this right of free speech, which, it is maintained, 
was previously incompletely admitted, contributed to 
overthrow the old system". . . .

"You yourself, Mr. Chancellor, jealously sec to it that 
only the Government is permitted liberty of action in 
Germany ; and thus there arises of necessity the limita­
tion of the opposition to the sphere of criticism, of 
speech."

“If present-day Germany were able to claim as her 
own an Oliver Cromwell, a George Washington, or an 
Otto von Bismarck then at the present time all three 
would have to content themselves in their opposition to 
the present Government with bringing their views to the 
knowledge of the nation solely through the spoken word 
or through writing. But if these three to-day were allowed 
only to speak, that in very truth is not to say that the 
content of their speeches would have less value than the 
decrees of the Government, Mr. Chancellor! . . . ”

“The Government, Mr. Chancellor, can act. It can
496



turn the flight of its thoughts and ideas into realities 
through legislation.1 It can prove the rightness of its 
views by deeds. And it takes jealous care that no one 
else shall enjoy such possibilities. What then, Mr. Chan­
cellor, remains For us except speech, whereby we can 
bring to the knowledge of tile German nation our views 
on the ruinous character of your plans, on the errors 
which underlie them, and of the disasters which must 
ensue?"*

CRITICISM AND LIBERTY

I t  is interesting to note that at the time o f the Presi~ 
dentini election in 1932 H itler appealed to von Hindenburg 
as President to slop the S o cia l Democrats from  asserting 
that H itler's success would mean l<the destruction o f  a ll  
civic liberties, o f  the Press, o f  political, trade union and  

cultura! organization."1

" I f  you  are elected”  (to the Presidency), said  M r . D .  
Sefton  D ein er, correspondent o f  the " D aily  Express", 1« 
an interview on 1 1  M arch 1932, "w ill you  continue the 
system o f  government by emergency decrees ?

"N o," said H itler, "No, I consider that government 
by emergency decree is a crime against democracy. It 
is absolutely illegal. Emergency decrees are only justified 
in rare emergencies.”

When asked what he would regard as a rare emergency 
“ the answer came as quick as a fla sh : *A Polish invasion 
of Germany.’ ” 4

* German : Sit kann Jen Flug der Gedanken und Ideen auf detti 
Wege der Gesetzgebung verwirklichen. This metaphor cannot easily 
be rendered in English.

1 H itle r s  A u se in a n d er setzu n g  mit B rü n in g , Munich, 193a, pp. 49- 
St (and cf. pp. 33-4, 259 supra).

3 Cf. The Times, 39 Feb. 193a.
* Daily Express, 11  M a r .  19 3 a .
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In his speech at Regensburg on 6 June 1937 Hitler said:
“ Against the Liberal catchword ‘Freedom of criticism’ 

I have set as our watchword ‘Freedom of Achievement 
and of Capacity’ . " ’

On 8 February 1933 Hitler addressed the editors of those 
newspapers which teere favourable to the netv Government 
on the extraordinary regulation for the limitation of the 
freedom of the Press, He said that he was opposed to any 
“ gagging of the Press". “There were,”  he said, “ different 
possibilities for a negative majority in Germany: but any 
other positive majority than that represented by the 
present Government he could not sec. Therefore he 
could assure them that in ten years there would be no 
more Marxism in Germany,"2

On 13 February 1933, in a speech at Stuttgart, Hitler 
replied to the criticism of Hen Boh, President of Württem­
berg1 (Centre Party): “ Herr Bolz says that he must con­
demn the gagging (Knebelung) of liberty by the present 
Government. Was then the founding of the Republic 
itself an act of the free will of the German nation, or was 
it not rather an act which overrode by a surprise attack 
the free will of the German nation ? Since the Revolu­
tion, has liberty found an entry into Germany? For 
almost fourteen years our Movement, which sought only 
Germany’s resurrection and liberation, has experienced 
nothing but oppression and persecution. To-day, as 
Chancellor, I did not need to do anything else in oppo­
sition to the enemies of the nationalist cause in Germany 
than to use all the means which you formerly employed

1 F.Z. 8 June 1937.
1 Die Well am Abend, 9 Feb. 1933. In the light of later events 

the comment of this paper on Hitler's statement is interesting: 
"In this he has reckoned without his host— the working classes."

3 Superseded by a National Socialist in March 1933.
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against the friends of the nation. I only needed to issue 
a law for the protection of the national State such as that 
which you formerly made against u$ for the protection 
of the Republic. All that the present Government had 
to do was to repeat word for word the measures against 
the Press which for fourteen years were used against our 
Press; they had only to copy out these regulations and 
turn them against their authors.” 1

In March 1933, after the Reichstag Fire, Mr. D. Sefton 
Dehner, the correspondent of the “ Daily Express", asked 
Hitler: "Is this suspension of liberty to be a permanent state 
of affairs?”  Hitler replied: “ No, when the Communist 
menace is stamped out, the normal order of things shall 
return. Our laws were too liberal for me to be able to 
deal properly and swiftly with this Bolshevik under­
world. But I myself am only too anxious for the normal 
state of affairs to be restored as soon as possible. First, 
however, we must crush Communism out of existence.” ®

On 6 April 1933, in an address to the representatives of 
the foreign Press, Hitler said: If one was to estimate aright 
the course of the National Socialist Revolution two facts 
must be remembered: firstly, one must recall "the in­
tolerable terrorization especially of the National Socialist 
Party during the years of its fight and struggle.. . . The 
three hundred dead and over 40,000 wounded are the 
bloody witnesses of the character of this regime, while 
hundreds of thousands together with wife and children 
were doomed to economic ruin. And, in the second 
place, against this stand the unheard of discipline and 
tiie unexampled self-control of the victorious revolution.

1 F.Z., 17 Feb, 1933, cf. pp. 239 supra.
1 Daily Exprnt, 3 Mar. 1933.
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It is not only that the retribution has borne no relation 
to the sufferings which have been endured, but, further, 
even when retribution was inflicted, it was only given 
free rein through the necessity for breaking down the 
November-System. ’1

", • . The Government must carry through such 
measures as it recognizes to be necessary for the State 
and the people, even if unreason takes the place which 
reason should occupy and predetermined opposition and 
even hatred take the place of ready co-operation. . . - 
The interests of the individual must be brought into 
harmony with the interests of the whole community. . . .  
W c are endeavouring to-day to restore and fashion a 
single outlook, a single will in the nation, and thus the 
Press can pursue no other end than this: its reporting, 
its information, its counsels, and its conscious influence 
-—all of these can be of real sendee only if they co­
operate in the effort to attain to the goal which is set 
before our whole life-struggle. The right to criticize 
must he recognized as an obligation to truth, and truth 
can only be found within the framework of the task of 
maintaining a people’s life. Never must criticism be an 
end in itself. He who frees criticism from the moral 
duty of placing itself in the sendee of a general, recog­
nized, and pursued life-task is treading the path which 
leads to Nihilism and Anarchy. It is completely out of 
the question that under the cover of criticism support 
should be given to activities which one can only charac­
terize as treason to the interests of a people’s own 
life. . . . No Government can destroy a Press if this . 
Press serves truth and in so doing serves the vital inte­
rests of the people. No Press can in the long run suc­
cessfully wage war against the truth, for even in the 
event of victory the Press itself in the last resort Î3 
destroyed". . . .

C R I T I C I S M  A N D  L I B E R T Y
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The Government is faced l>y a vast task— the salvation 
of tiic people from utter collapse. "W c invite every 
German and every German organization— including the 
German Press— to join us in the accomplishment of this 
task. Hut we know that it can be successfully accom­
plished only if the people gives to the Government that 
strength which lies in a united will, a united confidence. 
In a time such as the present criticism cannot be the 
highest duty; that is rather to be found in the formation 
of a unity of spirit and of will. It is not a well-ordered 
State that we have to govern: our task is to erect a well- 
ordered State out of chaos."

"It is to be hoped that the German Press will recog­
nize the greatness of this historical task and will devote 
itself to that task. The Press, overmastered by the sig­
nificance of this historical event, will then take its stand 
where to-day it can alone stand. By so doing it will help 
to build up the Gentian people and German life into a 
sure support for the maintenance of our life, and that 
will be not only to our own happiness but also to the 
blessing of the rest of the world. The greatness of the 
task which is set us to-day demands courage and persever­
ance. However much one may expect that a Government 
should possess both these virtues, yet the Government 
may in its turn expect that all factors which help to 
mould public opinion should do their best to foster the 
same virtues in the people. The people must con­
tinue to understand the necessity for making great deci­
sions. It is essential to master the nervous hysteria which 
leads to measures which arc constantly being changed 
until the Government itself is changed in character. 
People and Government must mutually understand each 
other. The measures adopted by one side must be com­
prehended by the other. Persistence and patience both 
must be equally taken to heart.”
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“ The Press should draw from the past the lesson of 
the necessity for co-operation in training the people’s 
judgement in accordance with the principles of those 
eternally valid laws which govern life. The Press must 
itself never fall into the error of wishing to judge an 
historic achievement on the basis of the confusing suc­
cession of single happenings: it must take the greatness 
of the task which is set vis by our time as the basis from 
which it judges the single happenings, the single pheno­
mena of our day. Only so will it avoid the damage to its 
own prestige which will result if within a brief space of 
time its judgement of these events which are fashioning 
life anew is proved to be false,”

“ On the other hand, it is impossible to estimate the 
service which can be rendered to a people by a Press 
which, filled with an inner consciousness of its high 
mission, continues unmoved to warn and lead die 
people.”

“ Gentlemen, the age of parliamentary democratic 
. disintegration is passing. Alongside of organic leader­

ship in the sphere of the army and the administration, 
of economic and scientific life, &c., there is being deve­
loped an equally organic leadership in the sphere of the 
political struggle. Once more the law of responsibility 
going upwards and of authority descending downwards 
is coming to be recognized. The leadership regards the 
people as the final, the supreme authority to which it is 
responsible; it is no chance that the period which lies 
behind us was least of all able to bring the people into a 
really inner living relationship to its Government and 
that we, gentlemen, as anti-democrats, are on the other 
hand endeavouring to find this link between us and the 
people.”

“ In the course of the years to come you will see and 
recognize the power of our appeal to the German people,

C R I T I C I S M  A N D  L I B E R T Y

502



and then you will understand why we arc in our hearts 
specially determined to use to the full those means which 
can hind together in the same spirit both people and 
Government. It is precisely for this reason that we 
recognize perhaps better than our predecessors the 
im portance of the Press.” '

In his speech to the Association of German Newspaper 
Proprietors on 28 June 1933 Hitler said that in his judge­
ment the Press coti Id not exist if it did not come to a 
clear decision upon the policy which was now to be 
regarded as decisively victorious in Germany, and which 
would determine Germany’s future. Me welcomed the 
fact that proprietors of newspapers in Germany had 
already of their own accord come to terms with these 
facts and were willing to adopt this standpoint. . . .  It 
was not intended that there should be only Government 
newspapers in Germany: this would be in complete 
contradiction with the Government's general economic 
views, but "one must of course lay upon every individual 
the duty of co-operation in the spirit of the great weltan­
schaulich lin e.. . .  A  sound economic life could arise only 
when political disputes were at last decided. The dice 
were now cast and he thanked the newspaper proprietors 
that they themselves were ready to recognize that deci­
sion. The more completely Germany supported that 
decision, the sooner would that finn foundation be 
created on which economic life could be re-erected. . . 
He appealed to proprietors of newspapers to rally 100 
per cent, behind the solution which had now been found 
in Germany: . . . that solution was unalterable as it was

1 It is not easy to turn some of these sentences into tolerable 
English. These passages have been translated as representative of 
the involved abstract style which is at times characteristic of Hitler’s 
oratory, Germnn text: Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i (1935), 
PP. *53-5.
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Fate’s decision; . . . he regarded it as important that 
private initiative should be unconditionally maintained. 
. . . The battle of tiie National Socialists was directed only 
against that Press which had failed to recognize its duty 
to the nation and which refused to perforin that duty—  
only against such a Press!1

In his Proclamation read at the Parteitag at Nuremberg 
on I September icjgg Hitler said:

" I t  will be one of the most important tasks of the 
Movement to declare a relentless battle against the 
destroyers of the people’s power of resistance and to 
wage this battle until they arc utterly annihilated or 
subdued. In view of the international expansion of those 
who arc the chief ferments of this decomposition, and 
because of the special dangers resulting therefrom for 
Germany, it is all the more necessary that we should 
take care to drive out from the domestic life of our 
people every trace of the spirit of doubt, of despondency, 
or of laissez-faire. Only if the people has an intimate 
sympathy with the principles and methods which inspire 
and move the organization of its State will there grow 
up a living organism instead of a dead, because purely 
formal and mechanistic, organization". . . .

"W e are following paths for which there is hardly 
any model in history. It is thus at any time possible that 
one or another measure that we take to-day may prove 
unworkable. It is thus all the more necessary to put a 
stop to that carping criticism which tends only towards 
disintegration. It is no matter whether a thousand cri­
tics live or die, what docs matter is whether a people 
shall be conquered and ruined and in consequence as

* This account is translated from a summary of the speech 
printed in V.D., 30 June 1933. I am not certain how much of this 
summary reproduces the precise wording of Hitler’s speech.

5^4
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a community lose its life, All those who since November 
1918 through their mad or criminal action hurled our 
people into their present misfortunes, those who pro­
claimed such phrases as 'Freedom1, ‘Brothe rii ness1, 
and ‘Equality’ as the leitmotif of their action— they do 
not share to-day the fate and the sufferings of the vic­
tims of their’ policy! Millions of our German fellow- 
countrymen through them have been given over to the 
hardest stress imaginable. Need, misery, hunger do vio­
lence to their existence. Those who misled them indeed 
enjoy abroad the freedom to slander their own people 
for foreign gold, the liberty to deliver them up to the 
hatred of their neighbours: they would, if they could, 
see them attacked and shot down, defenceless, on the 
battle-field.”

“ The rise and the astonishing final victory of the 
National Socialist Movement would never have hap­
pened if the Party had ever formulated the principle 
that in our ranks everyone can do as he likes. This 
watchword of democratic freedom led only to insecurity, 
indiscipline, and at length to the downfall and destruc­
tion of all authority. While we deny the parliamentary- 
democratic principle, we champion most definitely the 
right of the people itself to determine its own life. In 
the parliamentary system wc do not recognize any true 
expression of the will of the people, but we see in it a 
perversion, if not a violation, of that will. The will of a 
people to maintain its existence appears first and in its 
most useful form in its best brains. It is important that 
the self-assurance of the leaders of the whole organization 
in their decisions should arouse in the members and 
followers of the Party an untroubled confidence. It is 
conceivable that even wise men should not in questions 
of special difficulty be able to reach complete clarity. 
But it means a capitulation of all leadership if it hands
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over precisely these questions to public discussion and 
allows the public to state its views.” *

IIit 1er, in his speech before the Generalrat der Wirtschaft 
(20 September 1933), attached "the professional critics 
who practised criticism for its own sake and did not 
explain how improvements could be made.* T he 
Government was grateful for good and useful sugges­
tions. But he deprecated a form of criticism which 
criticized everything except itself. If the Government 
after full consideration announces a measure, then 
everyone must support it.” -

In his New Year Proclamation on 1 January 1934 H it­
ler said:

“ The fight against the features which marked the col­
lapse in religion, in ethics, and in morals would have 
been purposeless if wc had not raised the German Press 
from the level of a work of disintegration which was 
often positively systematic and had made of it a real 
institution for the education of the masses in the best 
sense of the word,” *

Mr. Louis P. Lochner of the Associated Press in an 
interview ashed what Hitler's attitude was to criticism 
whether in the Press or otherwise: Hitler answered:

“ Do you know that I have collected round me a whole 
staff of specialists on questions of economic, social, and 
political life whose sole duty is criticism? Before we 
issue a law I show the draft to these men and ask them,

1 F . Z . ,  2 Sept. 1933.
2 With this compare Hitler’s earlier statement that the opposition 

has a sovereign right to criticism : it has no duty to offer construc­
tive proposals. (See pp, n o , 496-7 supra.)

2 G e r m a n  : muß altes hinter eine solche Maßnahme treten. F .Z., 
22 Sept. 1933. ■* V .B.,  2 Jan. 1934.
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‘Please, is anything wrong about this?' I do not wish 
that they should simply say 'Yes' to everything. They 
have no value for me if they do not criticize and tell me 
what faults might possibly appear in the application of 
our measures."

“ Just in the same way I have no desire that the Press 
should simply print only that which is handed out to 
them, ft is no pleasure to read fifteen papers when they 
all use practically the same words. In the course of time 
our editors will once again be so schooled that they will 
be able to make valuable contributions of their own to 
the national reconstruction. O f one thing, however, I 
can assure you: I shall not tolerate any Press whose sole 
aim is to destroy what wc have undertaken to create. If 
the attitude of an editor is that he wishes to oppose his 
own interesting view of the world (Weltanschauung) to 
ours, he must know that in the same way I shall employ 
the modern possibilities provided by the Press to fight 
him. I shall give no possibilities whatever to agents of 
foreign powers: such agents misuse their rights as guests. 
I welcome any foreign correspondent who reports objec­
tively and without prejudice what he sees and hears in 
Germany, onlv every such correspondent, both for his 
own sake and for the sake of his reputation as a journalist, 
should take care not to put himself in such a position as 
to be forced to unsay what lie has written because he has 
failed to estimate aright the importance or the expediency 
of the measures of our Government. Remember how 
the Press was forced to alter its opinion of Richard 
W agner!"1

In his speech in Berlin on I  May 1934 Hitler said:

“ I know that irreconcilable opponents even to-day are 
never tired of carping with their everlasting negative 

1 V.B., 5 Apr. I934.

 



criticism, but they cannot thus lie away or deny the 
facts of our struggle. More than a year ago we began 
this battle, and who will venture to contest its success? 
And if they come a thousand times with their ridiculous 
complaints I can give them but one answer: Formerly 
you were in power and could not make up your minds to 
act while you compelled us to talk. To-day it is you, 
my honourable critics, who endeavour to talk all at once, 
while we have grappled with the problems and despite 
your carpings and despite your criticism after a battle for 
work which has lasted only a year we have brought back 
into productive activity more than three million men. 
You needed more time to get men out of work than you 
are prepared to grant us to bring them back into work 
— but even so, we have succeeded.”

“ My fellow-countrymen, we are not blind to the other 
necessities of life. We know quite well all that remains 
to be done and what must be done, but one thing I 
know: in this world one will never achieve anything if 
one loses oneself in a thousand projects, always starting 
something new, instead of facing up to a single task and 
struggling resolutely and fanatically to bring it to com­
pletion. . . .  I can assure our critics that wc will not rest 
until wc have first solved this one problem, and I can 
further, assure them: Wc do not solve this problem in 
order then to lay us down to sleep. On the contrary: 
other problems will then in their turn be taken in hand. 
And here, too, our supreme principle will always be to 
direct our whole strength to the attainment of a single 
goal. All critics who have no deep roots claim for them­
selves the privilege, as they soar high above the prob­
lems, to ferret out new possibilities in every sphere to 
carp upon. It is the duty of any true leader of a people 
or a State to solve one problem after another and, un­
distracted, to bring each to a final solution.”
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“ We arc convinced that not even the middle classes 
can be saved through criticism and through theories, but 
for better or for ■worse, it is just their fortune that is 
bound up with the salvation of the peasant and of the 
working man. It is here that a beginning must be made 
and here we have begun and it is to this that we shall 
devote our efforts in the future,” 1

hi an interview with Mr. Vernon Bartlett in June 1934:

Speaking of “ Der Stürmer” , the violent anti-Semitic 
paper edited by Julius Streicher, Hitler ashed: “ Would such 
papers exist if there had not previously been the Rote 
Fahne (the Red Flag) and other Communist papers?” 
“ Many newspapers published abroad,” he said, "were 
so bitter about Germany that it was not surprising if 
certain German papers were bitter in their turn. It was 
most unfortunate if, as a result, public opinion abroad 
derived a wrong idea of the new Germany, but it could 
not be helped.” 1

In a Speech at Hamburg on 17 August 11)34 Hitler said:

“ I would like further to deal briefly with those who 
think, quite wrongly, that they are restricted in their 
freedom to criticize.”

“ In my eyes criticism in itself is not an important 
function in life. The world can live without critics, it 
cannot live without workmen. I protest against the 
notion that there should exist a profession whose sole 
reason for its existence is that its professors, without 
personal responsibility, should of their superior wisdom 
continually interrupt those who are working and who do 
carry responsibilities. In my own life T have fought for 
thirteen years against a Government, but not with negn-

' F.Z., 2. May 1934.
1 Nctot Chronicle, 25 June 1934.

C R I T I C I S M  A N D  L I B E R T Y

5 ° 9



th e  criticism but always pointing to that which should 
be done.1 I accepted responsibility when it was offered 
me. And no action will be taken by me which I am not 
prepared to defend before this people with my head and 
with my life.”

“ Hut at least I can claim before this people the same 
right which ever\r worker, every peasant, and every em­
ployer can also claim for himself. What would a peasant 
say if while lie toils in the sweat of his face someone 
wanted continuously to stroll round his land and did 
nothing else in his rounds chan carp ana criticize and 
stir up discontent? What would a workman do if while 
he stands before his machine someone who can do 
nothing himself and does nothing were to address him 
and without stopping carped at his work and criticized 
it ? I know that you would not tolerate the creature for 
a week but would send him to the Devil. The organiza­
tion of the Movement gives to hundreds of thousands of 
men the possibility of co-operating in a positive way in 
shaping our national existence. Every helpful suggestion 
and all real co-operation will lie welcomed with grati­
tude. But men whose sole activity is to express an 
opinion on the activity of others and to paint it in the 
darkest colours without ever themselves undertaking any 
practical responsibility— such men I will not tolerate. 
In this State everyone must in one way or another take 

- his share in the struggle— and create. In this State there 
can be no right to carp, but only a right to do the thing 
better. I k  who knows how to improve any activity, he 
who can put better knowledge in the place of worse, he 
who exposes an abuse and points out the way to mend 
it, he has every possibility of expressing himself and of 
employing himself. I have, it is true, in my life seen over 
and over again that one finds more men who know how 

* But cf. p. I io.
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a thing should be done than men who can actually put 
their knowledge into practice. And for every' thousand 
men who are ready to judge a picce of work and give 
their opinion on it, there arc rarely to be found ten who 
are themselves prepared to take part in the work. 
Ninety-nine per cent, of all the professional criticasters 
who arc ready enough to chatter will say not a word the 
moment anyone invites them to give proof of their better 
knowledge through actually putting it into practice and 
doing the job themselves.1’ '

hi his Proclamation at the Nuremberg Parteitag in 
September 1934 Hitter said: The National Socialist Party 
now leads the State and it will not capitulate to anyone. 
“ National Socialists are not impressed by the tribe of 
criticasters, of those who always know better than anyone 
else. For them the time is past. Years ago Fate gave to 
them all time enough to prove their capacities. Either 
they forgot at that time to present themselves or they 
could not. But if they were then unfortunate enough to 
be so fully employed elsewhere that they could not put 
in an appearance in world-history, to-day that cannot be 
helped. Two cannot stand in one and the same place 
and where we have once taken our stand, there is no 
room for another.” 1

C R I T I C I S M  A ND  L I B E R T Y
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For the treatment of the Press and its influence in M K . cf. 
p. 44 (German), p. 48 (English), the “ brutal demand" of the 
Socialists that one should read only "R ed " newspapers cf. p. 259 
supra; pp. 93-4 (German), S3-4 (English) on the influence of the 
Press in creating "public opinion” ; pp. 362-9 (German), 205-9 
(English) on the Press as Großmacht (3 Great Power); pp. 354-5 
(German), 271-2 (English) on the Jews and the Press. On the 
Freedom of the Press pp. 264, z6S (German), 206, 209 (English).

1 F.Z., 19 Aug. 1934. 5 F.Z., 6 Sept. 1934.



On the position uf the Press after the establishment o f the 
Reichspress dunam cr see the paper of Dr. I. Richter in Deutsches 
KuUtnrccht (Reprinted from the journal Deutsches Redit), 
Hamburg, Falken Verlag, 1936, pp. 63-74; cf. S. H. Roberts, 

The House that Hitler built, London, • 939, PP- 247“ 52 ! 
Rigot, /./( Chambre de Culture Allemande dans le régime totali­
taire du II le  Reich, Paris, Iatirton, 1937, pp. 109-39, ^or Ê c 
results of the control exercised over the Press cf. N. Micklem, 
National Socialism and the Roman Catholic Church, London, 1939» 
pp. 32-7, S4-6, 2nd for the Catholic Press pp- 71-2. 9 >̂ 105* 
133-4, 214, 232. Cf. Miles Ecclesine, Hitler gegen Christus, Paris, 
1936, pp. 113-13. For a defence of Slate policy see Dietrich, 
National Socialist Press Policy: Address before tire Diplomatic 
Corps and Foreign Correspondents 7 March 1938 (a version in 
English of the German text published as 1 left 2 of the Schriften des 
deutschen Instituts für außenpolitische Forschung: cd. F. Berber, 
Berlin, Junker fc Dünnhaupt, 1938). For details of organiza­
tion, Ne., nf the Press-Chamber ef. II. Sclmiidt-Leonhardt, Die 
ReichskulUirhainntcr, Berlin, Spaeth & Linde, 1936, pp. 4 1'^» 
A. Dresler, Die Reichspressestellc der N S D A P ., Berlin, D e 
Gruyter, 1936,

Note II
It is instructive to contrast the speeches delivered by Dr, 

Goebbels on 9 January 192S (Signale der neuen Zeit, 3rd cdn., 
Munich, Eher, 1937, pp. 50-1), at Magdeburg on 25 February 
1930 (ibid., pp. 54—6), and in the Reichstag on 13 March 1930 
(reprinted in Wille und Macht, 1 September 1937) with his speech 
to the representatives of the foreign Press on G April 1933 (Signale 
der neuen Zeit, pp. 127 sqq.), his speech before the International 
Press at Geneva on 28 September 1933 (ibid. pp. 237-8), and see 
further ibid., pp. 167-S, 256-7. 307 and his speech at the 
Führcrlagung des Uetchsvcrbandcs der deutschen Presse on 
19 April. 1934, Dokumente der deutschen Politik, ii (1936), 
pp. 280-5 ; Der Angriff. 3rd cdn., Munich, Eher, 1936, pp. 301-3. 
Cf. H. Goering, Reden und Aufsätze, Munich, Eher, 1938 (speech 
of 18 June 1934), pp- 115-16; R. Hess, Reden, Munich, Eher, 

1938, pp. 24-5.

C R I T I C I S M  A N D  L I B E R T Y

512

 



17- L A W

N O T E  O N  L A W

Ii is no easy tiling for an Englishman to state the National Socialist 
theory of law, for its basis is fundamentally mystical : law rises 
like a well-spring from the consciousness of the Cerman people, 
from the people’s soul,1 or from the conscience of the community 
of the people (the Volksgemeinschaft). "T h e conscience of the 
people tells us immediately what the content and essential charac­
ter of lite law {Rechtes) must be."1 At the heurt of any true system 
of German law there stands, not the individual, but the totality 
{Gesamtheit) of the people. It is thus a conscious return from 
the individualism, the egoistic standards alike of Roman law1 
and of the Libcralislie outlook of the nineteenth century,1 * * 4 * above 
all of lite Weimar Republic— a return to the essential characteris­
tics of the German people us they are mirrored in its early G er­
manic history. 'That return from the alien influence to the native 
German Weltanschauung— that Umkehr and Einkehr1— is repre­
sented itt its fullness by National Socialism, and National Social­
ism, which as Hitler is never tired of asserting, must of necessity 
be intolerant, can brook no rival, just as it cannot tolerate any 
difference of opinion within its own ranks. The Reichsgericht has 
pronounced6 that any political disagreement on the interpretation 
of the National Socialist Weltanschauung is impossible for mem­
bers of the Party inspired by the spirit of the Führer: any such 
difference of opinion can arise only where the Führer has not as 
yet given judgement. The law wells up from the popular con­
sciousness, but the incarnation of the people’s spirit is the 
Führer:7 “ to be born a German is itself a mission, but it is a far

1 So Frank, V .B., 1 1 Sept. 1933. J Freisler, F.Z., 23 Nov. 1935.
1 It is generally explained that the National Socialists have no

objection to the Roman law of the classical period; their objection 
is directed against perversions of the classical Roman law which 
were introduced at the time of the Reception: cf. Frank in Deutsche 
Allgemeine Zeitung, 21 May 1933; Süss in F .Z ., 2 Feb. 1937; Jung 
in Zeitschrift der Akademie für Deutsches Recht, i (1934), 183-7.

4 Cf., e.g., Sclilegdberger in F.Z.,  6 Feb. 1934­
1 Cf. Frank, Reichspost, 14 June 1938.
4 Cf. F.Z., 16 May 1936. 7 Hess, V.B., 17 May 1936.
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greater good fortune to be a contemporary of the Führer/'1 
"T h e  law is nn instrument in the hands of the Führer for the 
realization of National Socialism/“  “ The laws of our Führer 
arc the foundations of mir life ."1 "National Socialism is the sole 
possible Heltiiuicluiuung for the life of the German community 
which is sustained by it: that is tile principle which determines 
the method of the work undertaken by the Academy for German 
Law."* The National Socialist State is thus never an end in 
itself, "it is hut the organ of the Movement, an organ in the hand 
of Adolf H itler"/ “ Against the bloodless concept of die Rights 
of Man of the French Revolution we set the idea of German free­
dom— the idea of the inner freedom of one responsible to his 
conscience; against the unlimited claim of the individual on the 
State which dominated the Liberal ist ie period we set the sacred 
daim  of the life of (lie German people ( f 'M a rn i)  on us, on our 
undivided personality, on our whole manhood, on our life itself. 
Against the experience of the dçad unknown soldier of F ran «  
we set our experience of to-day which moulds our destiny— the 
living unknown soldier of the World W ar—Adolf Hitler— this 
leader of ours who made visible for us once more the German 
Reicli in all its glory— that Reich towards which we would direct 
our lives, towards which we struggle— that Reich which with 
the mighty strength of cmr pure blood we will draw down to us 
from the Heavens/'0 _

The word Recht has many shades of meaning, and one may at 
times doubt whether it should he rendered in English by “ law", 
by "Justice” , or by “ Right". In the citations which follow I have 
therefore at times left it untranslated lest I should inadvertently 
falsify the original. It is clear that if law is conceived as springing 
up out of a people’s consciousness, out of that eternal present 
which is the people’s soul, the law must incorporate those essen­
tial values which are peculiar to the individual people. It is this 
fact which has led Frank to formulate his theory of the Sub- 
slanztoerte— the values which make up the substance o f the 
German people— as the fun da menial criterion for the rebirth,

1 Frank, V.B., 18 May 1936.
* Frank, Manchester Guardian, 10 Sept. 1934.
1 Frank, F.Z., 11 Aug. 1935. 1 Frank, V.D., sO Oct. 1935.
* Curl Schmitt, V.D., 19 Feb. 1934,
0 Kerri, V.B. 19 Aug. 1933.
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the refashioning of German law. These mi lues have been differ­
ently stated by him during recent years: in a speech in 1934 he 
defined these values as Work, Race, Blood, Soil, National D e­
fence, and Honour. Later he included State and Party, and later 
still German economic life. But his final position is that there arc 
five such values: Blood (race-legislation), Soil (c.g. legislation 
on entailed farms), Honour (c.g. position in international policy), 
National Defence (organization of military force), and Work (in­
cluding economics). About these concepts will be grouped the 
separate sections of the National Socialist Code of I .aw which 
shall be.1

But in the interim period before the National Socialist Code 
is framed there arises the problem of applying to new conditions 
statutes which rcllcct an outworn Weltanschauung. The funda­
mental maxim which must govern all National Socialist interpre­
tation and administration of law is that " Recht is that which 
profits the people and Unrecht is that which harms it". This 
maxim recurs in slightly different forms in the speeches of Ger­
man jurists, but the principle itself is unquestioned.* And

1 Frank, F.Z., 18 May 1934; F.Z., 8 Sept. [934; Manchester 
Guardian, 10 Sept. 1934 ; /•'.Z., 31 Jan. 1936, and cf. Frank, Neues 
deutsches liecht, Heft a of the scries Hier spricht das sieve Deutschland.

1 For this maxim cf., e.g,, Frank, F.Z., 9 July «933; the report 
in Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung, 9 July 1933. gives as the definition 
of the new justice Gerecht ist die Ati/rechtcrhaltung der deutschen 
Interessen-, Roiclissratthaltor Mutschmann, V.B., 17 Jan. 1936; 
Buch in F.Z., aa Aug. 1937; Hotz in V.B., 17 Oet. 1937; Delitzsch, 
in F.Z., 2 Sept. 1938: Frank in V.B., iü Sept. 1933: V.D., 18 May 
>939- Frick, Minister for the Interior, said at the meeting of 
German jurists on 30 Sept. T933: “ If the Englishman with sound 
political sense has coined the phrase ‘Right or Wrong, my Country* 
so wo National Socialists go beyond that and say 'Recht is what 
benefits the German People and Unrecht is that which harms the 
German People*. This principle which governs all our legislative 
action is identical with the other National Socialist maxim 'Common 
Interest goes before Private Interest’. These guiding principle» 
must dominate our whole people." (1 have translated this from 
the citation of the text in Miles Ecclcsiae, Hitler gegen Christ ns, 
Paris, 1936, p. 26.) The doctrine was vigorously expressed by the 
Kultusminister of Bavnrin, Schemm: ‘ ‘For us, all is false and 
senseless which docs not profit the German People, for us every­
thing is n crime which injures the people even although it were
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parallel witli this there runs another revolutionary principle: if 
the Rechtsstaat— \hv State acknowledging the rule of law— had 
regarded aft the basis of its judicial system the maxim unita poena 
sine tegr— no punishment for any act unless it was expressly 
condemned by a law— the National Socialists have proclaimed its 
opposite— Kein I'erbrechen ohne Strafe— no crime must go ’Un­
punished'— and the determination of that which constitutes a 
criminal act rests with the tmeorrupted consciousness of the 
German people. Although the Machtübernahme—ihc assumption 
of power— itad been effected under legal forms, National Social­
ists arc unwearied in their insistence that here was no mere change 
of Government, but a profound Revolution. This was the 
triumph of a Weltanschauung which must of necessity entail as its 
consequence a transvaluation of all accepted values. The heady 
wine of National Socialism threatened to hurst the bottles of the 
old legislation. Time-honoured commentaries, it was maintained, 
had now become w aste-p ap erth e '‘creative personality”  o f the 
National Socialist judge was liberated from the mortmain of the 
past. Tlie whole body of previous interpretation of the Statutes, 
laboriously built up by German jurists, no longer constituted 
precedents of value.3 Thu "K in gly" judge of the new régime 
was master in the house of German law.4 It was held by a 
German court that any expression of opinion on the part of a 
leading National Socialist constituted law and the German judge 
was bound thereby, ft was subsequently ruled that such expres­
sion of opinion must he no mere obiter dictum, but must have 
been pronounced with some formality as, for example, in a speech 
at a Parteitag. Judges fell themselves free to ignore laws which 
they in their discretion regarded as contrary to the spirit o f the 
Weltanschauung of the Parly: it needed a decision of the Reichs­

gericht to establish the principle that a law, until it had been re­
pealed, still bound a National Socialist judge.* 
objectively and scientifically right a thousand times over”  (cited 
by Miles Ecclesiac from V.B., 31 Mny 1934).

1 Cf., c.g., Carl Schmitt, Berliner Tageblatt, 8 June 1934; Frank, 
F.Z., 28 June 1935; Gleispach in Zeitschrift der Akademie für 
Deutsches Recht, iii (1936), 267-86.

1 On commentaries cf, F.Z., 22 Dec. 1935.
3 Cf, Frank, V.B., j6 Oct. 1935.
4 Frank on the RichterhOnig, V.B., [7 Nov, 1933.
* Cf. opinion of the Reichsjustisimnitterium reported tn F.Z.,
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The fear of the “ Paragraph"’— the clause of the old law— had, 

it was maintained, alienated the people and brought administra­
tion of justice into disrepute. The Voth must be convinced that 
the enemies of the Volksgemeinschaft— the community of the 
people— could be brought to a speedy retribution. It was to 
secure this “ elasticity" of interpretation that the Government of 
the Reich passed on aS June 1935 an Act which provided that 
“ whoever commits an action which the law declares to he punish­
able or which is deserving of punishment according to the funda­
mental idea oF a penal law and sound popular sentiment {nach 
oc I it iiiian Volksempfuuicn) deserves to be punished. IE no definite 
penal law is immediately applicable to the action, the action shall 
be punished according to the law the basic idea of which fits it 
best."- This law was greeted by Rcichsjustizkommissar Frank 
as “ a milestone on the road to a National Socialist penal law” . 
“ This law permits the judge to impose a penalty for acts which, 
although not expressly made criminal by the written law, are 
analogous to acts which arc declared to be punishable, provided 
that they arc condemned by the popular sense of right and by 
the fundamental legal conception upon which the statutory pro­
hibition is based."J

It must be remembered that Justice has become in the Third 
Rciclt a pari of "politics" : in Troitschkc’s words, "all administra­
tion of justice is a political activity: the judge must form his 
judgement from the spirit and from the history of a particular 
people. An abstract justice of pedants which floats in the clouds 
and has no firm ground under its feet has in practice no justifica­
tion.” * It must further he remembered that since lite National 
Socialist State and the National Socialist Party now form a single 
24 July 1934; Frick, F.Z., a+ Oct. 1934: and sec Rothenberger, 
F.Z. 4 Oct. 1935- Cf. report of opinions of Freislcr and Volkman 
reported in F.Z., 17 Jitrt. 1934, and decision of Prussian Ober- 
venoaltungsgerieht reported in F.Z., 16 Apr. 1934.

* For the “ Paragraph“ cf. Frank, V.B., z i Sept. 1933; De- 
iitzsch, F.Z., z Apr. 1938.

1 For text of the law see W. Moche, Dir Gcietsgebung du Kabi­
nett* filli er, lie ft 14, p. 190.

3 Lawrence Prcuss, “ Punishment by Analogy in National Social­
ist Penal Law", Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology, xxvi 
(1936), pp. 847-56.

4 Cf. Hess. V.B., 17 May 1936­
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unity no ' ‘ political’ ' act performed by members o f the Party can 
be questione«! or taken cognisance o f by tlic ordinary courts.' 
T b c  judge him self stands within the National Socialist S late : he 
cannot place himself above or in opposition to the State. In these 
conditions the Act o f 1935 would appear to give to Germ an courts 
a perilous latitude: an American critic closed his study o f the 
law with the words : “ In a country in which judicial independence, 
as understood in western States, has utterly disappeared, the 
right o f the courts to punish without a written law destroys the 
last defence o f the individual against the totalitarian National 

Socialist State.” 1
And the Rule of Law— the Rechtsstaat*— and equality before 

the law? "A d o lf Hitler has from the first declared that his wish 
is that the National Socialist State should be a R echtsstaat; it 
must never be possible for National Socialism  to be identified 
with anv arbitrary rule1';'1 Hiller has said, "w e proclaim os OUr 
fundamental principle that everyone is equal before the law and 
before the ju d ge".1 T h e aim of the whole legal profession is “ to 
serve the people and to serve the Führer".* T h e sources of 
German legislation arc “ statutes, the former customary law, the 
order of the Führer, the word of the Führer".7 " T h e  law and 
the will of the Führer are one.” * Previously one spoke of Justice 
and Injustice, but now a judge before giving his decision must 
ask himself: "W hat would the Führer say to this?” 0— " T h e  law

1 Cf. the report of a paper in the S'nüonalsozialistitche K orre­
spondenz (inaccessible to me) given in F .Z ., (> July 1934; Gegen 
politische- Entscheidungen giebt es heine gerichtliche Anklage, and 
sec an article on "D ie Macht des Richter»’* in F.Z„ to Oct. 1937.

• Lawrence Prcuss, op. cit. (see note 3, p. 517), p. 836.
’ G . Krauts and O. von Sdnvcnichen, D isputation Ober den  

Rechtsstaat ( =  Der deutsche Staatdcr Gegenwart, cd. Carl Schmitt, 
Heft 17), Hamburg, Hanseatische Verlagsanstalt, 1935; Carl Schmitt, 
"W as bedeutet der Streit um den Rechtsstaat?" Z eitsch rift f ü r  die  
gesamte St«atsuiissenclm ft, xcv (193s), pp. 189-201. und "N ational­
sozialismus und Rechtsstaat", Juristische W ochenschrift, lxiii 
(t934)i PP- 713-18- * Cited by Frank, V .B ., 1 Feb. 1934.

1 Cited by G ü r t n e r ,  F.Z., 20 Oct. 1934.
6 Gürtner, F .Z ., 17 Oct. 1937.
7 Cf. Rothenberger, F.Z., 4 Òct. 1935,
* Goering, Nero York Times, 13 July «934.
7 Frank, F.Z., ag Oct, ig3Sl cF. Frcislcr, F.Z., 23 Nov. 1935: 

"th e judge has to emulate the spirit of our greatest personality,
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w e lls  u p  f r o m  th e  c o n s c ie n c e  o f  th e  G e r m a n  p e o p le .”  I t  is v e r y  

m y s t e r io u s :  th e  w h o le  th e o r y ,  it m u s t  b e  r e p e a t e d ,  r e s ts  u p o n  a 

m y s t ic a l  id e n tif ie n t ion  o f  th e  w i l l  o f  th e  F ü h r e r  w i t h  th e  w i l l  o f  

th e  G e r m a n  Vtdksgenteinschaft.

Bibliography: Lato
\ Y c  n e e d  a c o m p r e h e n s iv e  s t u d y  o f  N a t io n a l  S o c ia l is t  le g is la ­
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N .  M i c k le m ,  National Socialism and the Roman Catholic 
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F o r  a  s t a t e m e n t  o f  N a t io n a l  S o c ia l is t  p r in c ip le s  in  th e  a d m in is ­
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a g a in s t  h a b it u a l  c r im in a ls  {3 4  N o v e m b e r  19 3 3 )  s e e  Reichsgesets- 
blatt, i ,  p .  9 9 5 ;  f o r  th e  n e w  tr e a s o n  la w  (2 4  A p r i l  19 3 4 ) Doku­
mente, & c . ,  ii ( 1 9 3 6 ) ' PP- 29S - 3 1 1 - C f .  G .  B o ld t ,  R c c h t s p o l i -  
t i s c h e  W a n d lu n g e n  u n t e r  d e r  H e r r s c h a f t  d e s  R e ic h s s t r a f g e s e t z ­

b u c h e s " ,  Zeitschrift für die gesamte Staatswissenschaft, x e v i  

( 1 9 3 6 ) ,  p p - 475 - 509 ; G - D a h m , " V e r r a t  u n d  V e r b r e c h e n ” , ib id . ,  

x e v  ( t 935 )> PP* 2 8 3 -3 2 0 , a n d  c f .  F .  S e h a f fs te in ,  Politische 
Strafrechtswissenschaft ( —  D e r  d e u t s c h e  S ta a t  d e r  G e g e n w a r t ,
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c d .  C a r l  S c h m i t t ,  l  i e f t  4 ), H a m b u r g ,  H a n s e a t is c h e  V e r la g s a n s t a l t ,  

1 9 3 4 , F o r  t h e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  a n e w  C i v i l  C o d e  s e c  t h e  s p e e c h  o f  

D r .  S c h l c g c l b e r g c r  (2 5  J a n u a r y  1 9 3 7 ) , Dokumente, & c . ,  v ( i 9 3 8 ) ,  

p p . 4 3 3 - 7 ,  a n d  c f . , c . g . ,  I I .  S t o l l ,  “ D a s  b ü r g e r l ic h e  R e c h t  in  d e r  

Z e i t e n  W e n d e ’ ’ , in  Deutschland in der E Vende derZ eit en. Öffentliehe  

Vorträge d ir  Universität Tübingen, Sommersemester 1933, S t u t t g a r t  
u n d  B e r l in ,  K o h lh a m m e r ,  19 3 4 , p p . » 6 5 -2 0 2  ( w i t h b i b l i o g r a p h y ,  

i n c l u d i n g  b o o k s  o f  1 9 3 3 ) . F r a n z  W ie a c k e r ,  “ D e r  S t a n d  d e r  

R e e h t s c r n c i ie r u n g  a u f  d e m  G e b i e t e  d e s  b ü r g e r l ic h e n  R e c h t s  , 

Deutsche Rechtswissenschaft, ii ( 1 9 3 7 ) ,  p p - 3 - 2 7 ' F .  F lu b e r ,  
“ D i e  R e c h t s s t e l lu n g  d e s  V o lk s g e n o s s e n .  E r lä u t e r t  a m  B e is p ie l  

d e r  E ig e n t u m s o r d n u n g ” , Zeitschrift fü r  die gesamte Staatswissen­
Schaft, x e v i  ( 1 9 3 6 ) ,  p p . 4 3 8 - 7 4 .  H a n s  T h i e m e ,  “ S t a a t ,  F o r ­

s c h u n g  u n d  E r f i n d e r " ,  ib id . ,  p p .  5 1 0 - 2 4  ( c f .  p p . 5 8 2 - 5 ) .  

E .  M e z g c r ,  L e nouveau régime des sociétés anonymes cit Allem agne, & c . 

( =  P u b lic a t io n s  d e  1' I n s l i t u t  d e  d r o it  c o m p a r é  d e  l ’ U n i v e r s i t é  d e  
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f ir s t  s t e p s  in  s u e h  a  c o d if ic a t io n  m a y  h e  se e n  in  th e  n e w  I n h e r i ­

ta n c e  L a w  o f  5 N o v e m b e r  1 9 3 7 , Dokumente, & c . ,  v  ( 1 9 3 8 ) ,  

p p . 4 3 7 - 8 ,  a n d  in  th e  n e w  M a r r ia g e  L a w  o f  6  J u ly  1 9 3 8 , W .  H o c h e ,  

D ie Gesetzgebung des Kabinetts H iller, I le f t  2 7  ( 1 9 3 8 ) ,  p p - 2 2 5 - 8 1 .  
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o f  la w  c f . ,  e .g . ,  th e  s p e e c h e s  o f  D r .  G u n n e r  (20  A u g u s t  1 9 3 5 ) ,  

Dokumente, &c., ii i  ( 1 9 3 7 ) ,  p p . 3 0 0 - 1 4 ,  o f  D r .  F r a n k  ( 1 4  S e p t e m ­
b e r  1 9 3 5 ) , ib id . ,  p p . 3 1 5 - 2 0 ,  o f  D r .  S c h l c g c l b c r g e r  (2 5  J a n u a r y  

1 9 3 7 ) ,  Dokumente, &c., v  ( 19 3 S ), p p . 4 3 3 - 7 ,  a n d  s e c  R . F r e is t e r ,  

Nationalsozialistisches Recht und Rechtsdenken. B e r lin ,  S p a e t h  &  

L i n d e ,  19 3 S .
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G e s e t z g e b u n g  d e r  R e g ie r u n g  A d o l f l l i t l e r ” , Zeitschrift fü r  P o litik , 

x x v i  ( 1 9 3 6 ) ,  PP- 8 4 -1 0 0 . I I .  F r a n k ,  “ G e s e t z g e b u n g  u n d  R e c h t ­

s p r e c h u n g  im  D r it t e n  R e ic h ” , Z A  D R , iit ( 1 9 3 6 ) ,  p p . 1 3 7 - 4 2 ;  

C .  S c h m it t ,  " D i e  R e c h ts w is s e n s c h a ft  im  F ü h r e r s t a a t ’ ' ,  Z A D R ,  

ii ( , 93S)> PP- 435“ 4° ;  V o lk m a r ,  “ D a s  d y n a m is c h e  E le m e n t  b e i  der 
N e u b i ld u n g  d e s  d e u ts c h e n  R e c h t s ” , Z A D R ,  i i  ( 1 9 3 5 ) ,  p p . 4 7 2 - 8 0  

( c f .  ib id . ,  p p . 6 9 1 - 2 ) ;  E . R . H u b e r ,  " E i n h e i t  u n d  G l i e d e r u n g  des
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v ö lk is c h e n  R e c h t s " ,  Zeitschrift für die gesamte Staatsreissenschaft, 
x c v i i i  ( 1 9 3 S ) ,  p p . 3 1 0 - 5 S ,  a n ti o n  th e  g e n e r a l  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  

re la tio n  b e t w e e n  " v ö l k i s c h e  R e c h t s o r d n u n g ”  a n d  's u b je k t iv e s  

R e c h t "  se e  l i e f t  I o f  Deutsche Rech tsuissenschaft, i ( 1 9 3 6 ) .

On the position of the judge and the Law of Analogy ; W. Kisch, 
“ D e r  deutsche Richter", ZADR, i ( 1 9 3 4 ) .  PP- 9 “ 1 1 > F>ahm, 
"Richter u nci Gesetz auf tient Haager Kongress für Rechtsver­
gleichung” , ZADR, iv (1937), pp. 737"4°  (°n Practice in U.8.S.R.
c f .  ih i d . ,  p p . 6 8 5 - 8 ) ;  G lc is p a c h ,  “ R ic h t e r l ic h e  R e d t t s c h u p f u n g  

o d e r  N u l!  u m  c r im e n  s in e  l e g e ? "  ZA DR, iii ( 1 9 3 6 ) ,  p p . 2 6 7 - 8 6  (a 
u s e fu l c o m p a r is o n  w it h  th e  la w  o f  o t h e r  S t a t e s ) ;  S c h w a r z ,  D ie  

R c c h ts n n a lu g ic  in  d e r  P r a x is ” , ib id . ,  p p . 2 S 7 - 9 2 ;  A .  L o n i n g ,  

" B e f r e i u n g  d e s  R e ic h s g e r ic h t s  v o n  d e r  F e s s e l  v e r a lte te r  E n t ­

s c h e id *  m g e n " ,  ZA DR, iv  ( 1 9 3 7 ) ,  p p . 1 39 - 43 . c r i t ic is m  b y  H . 
G ü n t h e r  a n d  r e p ly  ih id . ,  p p . 3 0 0 - 4 ;  R . F r e is t e r ,  S c h u l z  d e s  

V o lk e s  o d e r  d e s  R e c h t s b r e c h e r s ?  F e s s e lu n g  d e s  V e r b r e c h e r s  

« d e r  t ie s  R ic h t e r s ? ” , Schriften der Akademie für Deutsches Recht, 
Sonderdruck Nr. 2, 1 9 3 5 . H . F r a n s e n ,  Gesetz und Richter. Eine 
Abgrenzung mich den Grundsätzen des nationalsozialistischen 
Suintes, H a m b u r g ,  19 3 5  [c f. Zeitschrift für die gesamte Staats­
Wissenschaft, x c v t i  ( 1 9 3 7 ) , p p . 744- 53l  ! F .  Z im m c r l ,  B e it r ä g e  z u r  

N e u g e s t a l t u n g  d e s  d e u ts c h e n  R e c h t s " ,  in  Festgabe für knch Jung, 
M a r b u r g ,  1 9 3 7 ,  p p - 2 2 2 - 4 2 . C f .  a n  in te r e s t in g  a r t ic le  in  F.Z., 
2 F e b .  1 9 3 6 : “ M a g n a  C i t a r la  —  f ü r  W e n ? "  a n d  « e  a ls o  “ L e i t ­

s ä t z e  ü b e r  S t e l lu n g  u n d  A u f g a b e  d e s  ’Richters", Deutsche Rechts­
wissenschaft, i ( 1 9 3 6 ) ,  p p . 1 2 3 - 4 1  K .  A - E c k h a r d t ,  R ic h t e r a m t  , 
ib id . ,  p p . 1 2 4 - 3 1 ;  F .  R o s t o s k y , " R e c h t  u n d  R e c h t s g a n g  a ls  
E r le b n i s " ,  ib id .', p p . 1 3 1 - 5 7 -  F o r  " P o l i t i k "  a n d  " J u s t i z "  c f .  

Zeitschrift für die gesamte Stantmissenschaft, x c v i i i  ( 1 9 3 8 ) , 
p p . 1 9 3 -2 0 0 , a n d  c f .  R . H ö h n , " S t a a t  u n d  R e c h t s g c m e in s c h a f t " ,

ibid,, x cv ( 1 9 3 5 ), p p . 6 5 6 - 9 0 . .  , i_ .f
F o r  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  c r im in a l l a w :  K . F r e is t e r ,  D e u k s c h n i t  

. . . ü b e r  d ie  G r u n d z ü g e  e in e s  A l lg e m e in e n  D e u t s c h e n  S t r a f ­

r e c h t s ”  =  Schriften der Akademie für Deutsches Recht,.We.ft i ,  

B e r l in ,  1 9 3 4 . 1 lia  v e  n o t  s e e n  H . F r a n k ,  Nationalsozialistische 
Straf rech l spolitik, 1 9 3 9 , o n  w h ic h  s e e  Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung, 
2 5  F e b .  1 9 3 9 ;  F.Z., 23 F e b .  19 3 9 .

On the position of the teacher of law: W. Kisch, "D er deutsche 
Ucchtslehrcr” , Schriften der Akademie fiir Deutsches Recht. 
Gruppe Rechtsgrundlagen und Rechtsphilosophie Nr. 9 ,  1 9 3 9 ;
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M .  S c h n iit th n f T .  “  R e c e n t  R e fo r m  o f  L e g a l  E d u c a t io n  in  G e r m a n y , ”  

Journal oj the Society of Public Teachers of Laic, 1 9 3 6 , p p . 34 “ 7 '
F o r  t h e  P a r l y ’s  a d m in is tr a t io n  : \V . O u c h ,  “ W e s e n  u n d  S i n n  

d e r  P a r t c i g c r i c h t s b n i k e i t “ , ZA DR, iii { 1 9 3 6 ) ,  p p . 2 0 1 - 4 ;  " R e c h t  

f ü r  d ie  N S D A P . " ,  ZADR,  iv  ( 1 9 3 7 ) ,  p p . 5 1 3 - 1 6 .
F o r  t h e  d i f f ic u l t ie s  o f  a d v o c a te s  u n d e r  th e  T h i r d  R e ic h  c f .  

T i m o r o u m c n o s ,  La Robe brune. P a r is ,  E d i t io n s  L o g o s ,  1 9 3 6 .

Hitler has suiti very little in his reported speeches on the 
subject of Lato. I have in this section translated all the 
significant references to Lazo which I  have been able to find 
in his speeches.'

In 1931, in his controversy with Brüning, Hitler wrote:

“ All great achievements in legislation have the merit 
of employing a certain lapidary brevity.* The legislator 
in such cases has the duty of seeking out the harmful spot 
in the motor which controls social life and of bringing 
about a change. Therefore a sharp distinction must be 
drawn between the law and the regulations which from 
time to time govern its application. Not only must the 
purpose of the legislator underlie the law, but that pur­
pose must be clearly visible in every line” 1. . . .

In his speech in the Reichstag on 23 March 1933 Hitler 
said:

“ Theoretical equality in the eyes of the law cannot be 
extended to the toleration on an equal basis of those 
who scorn the laws on principle or indeed to surrendcr-

1 C f .  P o in t  1 9  in  th e  P a r ly  P r o g r a m m e , supra, 10 5 . F o r  la w s  
is su e d  b y  th e  F ü h r e r  a s  “ h o ly  w o r k s  o f  o u r  p e o p le ’s  s p i r i t "  c f .  

F r a n k , F.Z., 29  O c t .  1 9 3 5 ; H it le r  us " t h e  g r e a te s t  le g is la to r  in  
G e r m a n  h i s t o r y "  F r a n k . F.Z., a o  M a y  19 3 9  (c f . V.B., 26  M a r .

1935)- . , ,  «
) * W it h  th is  c f .  H . F r a n k  in  F.Z., 19  J u n e  19 3 8 , a n d  in  V.B., 
14  M a y  1 9 3 7 , o n  th e  c h a r a c te r  w h ic h  m u s t  d is t in g u is h  N a t io n a l  

S o c ia l is t  le g is la t io n  .
> Billeri Auseinandersetzung mil Brtilling, M u n ic h ,  19 3 2 , p .  6 6 :  

H i l l e r ’s o p e n  le t t e r  o f  13 D e c . >931.
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ing the nation’s freedom to them on the basis of demo­
cratic doctrines. But the Government will accord 
equality in the eyes of the law to all those who take their 
stand, in face of this danger, on the line adopted by our 
nation and behind the national interests, and who do 
not deny their support to the Government” . . . .

“ Our legal institutions must serve above all for the 
maintenance of this national community. The irre­
movability of the judges must ensure a sense of 
responsibility and the exercise of discretion in their 
judgements in the interests of society. Not the indi­
vidual but the nation as a whole alone can he the centre 
of legislative solicitude. High treason and treachery to 
the nation will be ruthlessly eradicated in future. The 
foundations of the existence of justice cannot be other 
than the foundations of the existence of the nation.”

“ Let the judges therefore always pay regard to the 
gravity of the decisions taken by those who are respon­
sible for forming the life of the nation under the hard 
pressure of reality.’ ’ 1

At the Tagung oj German jurists ou 3 October 1Ç33 
Hitler said that the idea of law is conditioned by race;
. . . the cask of the Government is the maintenance of 
the people, the protection of the race and care for the 
race; all its other tasks arc conditioned by this primary 
duty. The totalitarian State will make no difference 
between law and morality. It is only within the frame­
work of this fixed Weltanschauung that justice can be 
or can be allowed to be independent.1

1 German text: Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i (i 93S), pp. 
28-30; authorized English translation {as above) in The Netv Gtf- 
many desires Work and Peace, pp. iS -zo.

1 An extract from n very brief summary in F.Z., 5 Oct. 1933,
I nm not sure how far this summary preserves the precise wording ' 
of Hitler's speech.

5 2 3

 



LAW

In his speech at Longo on 14 January 1934 Hitler said: 
“ I reckon with the eternal quality of our people. What­
ever time it takes . . . ten, twenty or, if you will, fifty, 
years before national unity is achieved that matters not; 
what is decisive is that legislation should not serve 
to maintain a Government; its sole aim should be to 
serve the prestige (Geltung) of a people, its existence and 
its maintenance.” 1

In his Proclamation read at the Nuremberg Parteitag 
of September 1934 Hitler said that “ parallel with their 
efforts to assure the. authority of the State there had 
gone the struggle for the authority of a National Socialist 
security in the administration of law {Rechtssicherheit). 
It will be for all time a rare model that a gigantic up­
heaval— when men had the right to nurse a thousand 
thoughts of revenge— should have been ended with 
hardly any bloodshed.2 It was the strength of the con­
structive will of the German nation which does not aim 
at destruction, but fights for an idea and the constructive 
achievement which springs from that idea. And there­
fore in the midst of the most difficult political and 
economic struggle we have begun the task of producing 
a new body of law inspired by a new conception of law 
which has its roots in National Socialist doctrine.” 1

In his speech to the Reichstag on 30 January 1937 Hitler 
said:*

“ We human beings cannot perceive or establish either 
the meaning or the purpose of the existence of the

1 F.Z., 16 Jan. 1934.
1 Cf. the section on The Model Revolution, supra, p. 209.

. 1 F.Z., 6 Sept. 1934.
4 There does exist an English translation of this speech published 

by Müller und Sohn, Berlin. But in this case I have preferred to 
make my own version.

 



L A W

different races created by l’ rovidencc. The meaning and 
purpose of human organizations as well as of all func­
tions can be measured only by their usefulness for the 
maintenance of the people as a permanent unity. There­
fore the primary' thing is the people. Party, State, army, 
the economic structure (Wirtschaft), the administration 
of justice, &c., arc of secondary' importance, they are but 
a means to the preservation of this people, In so far as 
they fullil this task they are right and useful. When 
they prove unequal to this task, they arc harmful and 
must either be reformed or set aside and replaced by 
better means. It is only the recognition of this funda­
mental principle that can preserve men from falling into 
rigid doctrines in a sphere where there is no place for 
doctrine or from falsifying the means by turning them 
into dogmas where the end to be pursued should be the 
only dogma. . . . ”  Hitler proceeded to illustrate his point 
by a reference to Genitali law:

,lIn the course of a long period of time, partly through 
the adoption of alien conceptions, partly through our 
own lack of any clear-cut insight, our law (Rechtsleben) 
has fallen into a confusion which found its most striking 
expression in our uncertainty concerning the inner pur­
pose of law itself. Two diametrically opposed extremes 
characterize this state of affairs:”

"There is, firstly, the view that law as such possesses 
in itself the justification for its own existence and thus 
any examination of its usefulness either in general or in 
individual cases is inadmissible. The law must remain 
even though for its sake the world may fall in ruins.” 

"There is secondly the view that the essential purpose 
of law is to undertake and to secure the protection of 
the individual in his person and property. Between 
these two views there appeared as a trimming • which 
was rather ashamed of itself the conception that law
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might represent the greater interests of the community; 
but generally this was admitted only as a concession to 
so-cnllcd 'reason of Slate1.”

“ The National Socialist Revolution, on the other 
hand, has given to law whether as a theoretical science 
or in its practical application a clear and unambiguous 
starting-point: the task which the administration of 
justice must set before itself is to co-operate in main­
taining the life of the people anti in protecting it from 
those elements which through their un-social tendencies 
(als Asoziale) either seek to escape their duties to the 
community 'or offend against the interests of the com­
munity. Therefore from henceforth in German law, as 
in other spheres, above person and above property stands 
the people.”

“ This short statement leads in its practical application 
to the greatest reform which our law and jurisprudence 
have ever experienced. With the starting-point once de­
fined, the first decisive effect was the proclamation not 
only of a single legislator but also of a single judicial 
system for the Reich.” 1

“The second measure is not yet completed, but will 
be announced in a few weeks to the nation. In a new 
German Criminal Code, as a result of this great survey 
of the field of law as a whole, German jurisprudence 
will be given those foundations which will set it for all 
time in the sendee of the maintenance of the German 
people.” s

1 For the law of 2 Apr. 193s, which transferred to the Reich the 
legul systems of the separate German States, see p. 268.

1 D o k u m en te  d er  deutschen  P o lit ik , v (1938), pp. 32-4.
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Note
I have translated very few extracts from the speeches made to 
women by Hitler: all such speeches run on the same lines and each 
adds little to those which have preceded it.

When the National Socialists first came into power an interest­
ing appeal was made to Hitler by German women in the profes­
sions that they might be given the opportunity of full co-operation 
with men in the reconstruction and administration of the new 
State: Deutsche Frauen an Adolf Hiller, ed, Irmgard Reichenau. 
Leipzig, Klein, 1933. An enthusiastic welcome was given to 
National Socialism as the champion of "a  truly genuine womanli­
ness" [Frauentums) by Paula Siber von Groote in Die Frauenfrage 
und ihre I.ösung durch den Nationalsozialismus. Wolfenbilttcl- 
Hcrlin, Kallmcyer, 1933. There is an instructive account of the 
early stages of the "Women's Work Service" (Frauenarbeitsdienst) 
in F. Hiller, Der Frauenarbeitsdienst im Kampf um die Erneuerung 
Deutschlands. Langcnsalza-Ucrlin-Lcipzig, fieltz, 1934, with 
which cf. M. Crcmer, "D er Arbeitsdienst für die weibliche 
Jugend” , Nationalsozialistische Monatshefte, bi (1938),pp. 311-35. 
(Cf. ibid. vi. 298-301.) But on all the activities o f women under 
the Third Reich Hitler, in his speeches, is curiously silent. It 
will suffice to refer here to F. L. Schuman, The Nazi Dictator­
ship, and cdn., New York, Knopf, 1936, pp. 3S3 sqq.; R. A. 
Brady, The Spirit and Structure of Gcrmttn Fascimi, London, 
Gollancz, 1937,pp. 186sqq.; G. Scho!tz-Klink (Reich Women’s 
Leader) in Germany Speaks, London, Buitcrworth, 193S, pp. 90-b. 
For the sufferings of women undcrNational Socialism sec Deutsche 
Frattetuchichsale. Stimmen und Dokumente. London, Malikvcrlag, 
1937 (published by the Union für Recht und Freiheit, Prag).

Iti April T932 a delegation of National Women’s Organiza­
tions had an interview with Hitler "with a view to being 
assured that the future State did not intend to abrogate the 
legal equality which under the Constitution of rçi8  had 
been granted to them” . Hitler's reply teas:

"What has the Revolution of 1918 actually done for
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women ? AIL it lias done is to turn 50,000 of them into 
blue stockings and party officials. Under the Third 
Reich they might as well whistle for such things. Every 
woman then will get a husband for herself.” 1

In an interview with Anne O'Hare McCormick, reported 
in “ The New York Times" for 10 July 1933, Hitler said:

“ Women always have been among my staunchest sup­
porters. They feel that my victory is their victory. They 
know I serve their cause in working to redeem German 
youth, to create a social order, to restore hope and 
health.”

“ The surplus of women is happily diminishing, and 
while our aims encourage women to marry and stay 
home, unmarried women are in free competition with 
men. Only military service, service on the bench and 
certain political posts arc closed to women.”

In his address to women at the Nuremberg Parteitag on 
S September 1934 Hitler said: “ If one says that man’s 
world is the State, his struggle, his readiness to devote 
his powers to the service of the community, one might 
be tempted to say that the world of woman is a smaller 
world. For her world is lier husband, her family, her 
children, and her house. But where would the greater 
world be if there were no one to care for the small world ? 
How could the greater world survive if there were none 
to make the cares of the smaller world the content of 
their lives ? . . .  Providence has entrusted to woman the 
cares of that world which is peculiarly her own, and only 
on the basis of this smaller world can the man’s world 
be formed and built up. These two worlds are never in 
conflict. They are complementary to each other, they 
belong together as man and woman belong together” . . , .

1 Cited from Hilda Browning, Women Under Communism and 
Fascism, London, Martin Lawrence [«934], p. 3­
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“ Every child that a woman brings into the world is a 
battle, a battle waged for the existence of her people.' 
Man and woman must therefore mutually value and 
respect each other when they see that each performs the 
task which Nature and Providence have ordained. And 
from this separation of the functions of each there will 
necessarily result this mutual respect. It is not true, as 
Jewish intellectuals assert, that respect depends upon 
the overlapping of the spheres of activity of the sexes: 
this respect demands that neither sex should try to do 
that which belongs to the other’s sphere. Respect lies 
in the last resort in this: that each knows that the other 
is doing everything which is necessary to maintain the 
whole community (das Gesamte), . . . Woman is an 
egoist in the maintenance of her small world so that man 
may be free to defend the larger world: man is an egoist 
in maintaining this greater world, for it is indissolubly 
bound up with the other, smaller world. We would 
protect ourselves against a corrupted intellectualism 
which will put asunder that which God hath joined. 
Woman because she springs from that root which is the 
prime cause of life is also the most stable element in the 
maintenance of a people. She it is who in the last resort 
has the infallible sense for all that is necessary if a race 
is not to perish, for it will be her children who will be 
the first victims of that disaster. Man is often far too 
mentally unstable to find his way immediately to these 
fundamental truths. But in good time and with good 
education man will know just as clearly what his 
task is.”

“ We National Socialists have for many years pro­
tested against bringing woman into political life; that 
life in our eyes was unworthy of her. A  woman said to

1 "Woman has her battk-ficld, too.”  Address at the Parteitag 
of 1935. F.Z., ts Sept. 193s.

M m 5 2 9



W O M A N

me once: You must see to it that women go into Parlia­
ment; that is the only way to raise the standard o f 
Parliamentary life. I do not believe, I answered, that 
man should try to raise the level of that which is bad in 
itself. And the woman who enters into this business 
of Parliament will not raise it, it will dishonour her. I 
would not leave to woman what I intend to take away 
from men. M y opponents thought that in that case we 
would never gain women for our Movement; but in fact 
we gained more women than all the other parties to­
gether, and I know wc should have won over the last 
German woman if she had only had the opportunity 
to study Parliament and the dishonouring role which 
.women have played there” . . . .

"So our Women's Movement is for us not something 
which inscribes on its banner as its programme the fight 
against man but something which sets on its programme 
the common fight of woman together with man. For the 
new National Socialist community of the people was set 
on a firm basis precisely because we gained in millions 
of women our truest, our fanatical fellow-combatants, 
women who fought for the common life in the service of 
the common task of maintaining life, who in that combat 
did not set their gaze on rights which a Jewish intellec- 
tualism mirrored before their eyes, but rather on duties 
which nature imposes on all of us in common” . . . .

"The programme of our National Socialist Women’s 
Movement has in truth but one single point, and that 
point is The Child— that tiny creature which must be 
born and should grow strong, for in the child alone the 
whole life-struggle gains its meaning. . . .  It is a glorious 
sight, this golden youth of ours: we know that it is the 
Germany of the future when we shall be no more. What 
we create and construct, that youth will maintain. For 
youth we work; it is that fact which gives its significance
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to all this effort of ours. And since we recognize this 
goal which Nature herself has set before us in all its 
lapidary simplicity, for us the work of both sexes natu­
rally finds its true and logical setting, no longer in 
conflict but in the common struggle for the realities of 
life.’ *1

The speech delivered at the Parteitag in Nuremberg on 
13 September 1(335 followed the same lines of argument; a 

few sentences may be quoted:
“ In the Germanic nations there had never been any­

thing else than equality of rights for women. Both sexes 
had their rights, their tasks, and these tasks were in the 
case of each equal in dignity and value; no distinction 
was made, and therefore man and woman were on an 
equality.” There will never be in National Socialist 
Germany Women’s battalions as there have been in 
Marxist countries. “ Woman has always respected the 
courageous, bold, determined man, and Man has always 
admired and been drawn towards the womanly woman. 
Those are the two contrasts which attract each other in 
life. And when good fortune allows two such persons to 
find each other, then there is no longer any question of 
equality of rights, for nature supplies the answer: It is 
not an equality of rights, it is a unity. Man and Woman 
represent two quite different characteristics: in Man the 
understanding is dominant, but more stable than that is 
emotion which is the mark of Woman.”

Hitler illustrated this by a reference to the early days of 
the Movement: “ When after thirteen months of imprison­
ment I was released, when the Party had been broken 
up, it was essentially the women-comrades who sus­
tained the Movement. They did not allow themselves 
to be guided by any shrewd and reasonable calculations, 

1 F.z., 9 Sept. 1934.
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but they acted as their hearts dictated, and through their 
emotions they have remained with me until to-day” . . . .

“ It is no degradation of woman that she should be 
a mother: that is her highest exaltation: . - . The 
supreme immortality here upon the earth lies in the 
maintenance of the people and its national life (Volks- 
turns)."

“There was a time when Liberalism fought for 
Woman's Equality of Rights, but the face of the German 
woman, and of the German girl, then was hopeless, de­
jected, and sad. To-day we see countless radiant and 
smiling faces. And here again the instinct of the woman 
comes into play, that instinct which says quite rightly 
‘Now one can laugh once more, for the people’s future 
is secured’.”

“ And the return which National Socialism makes to 
woman consists in this: that once more it is educating 
men, real men who are decent, who stand upright, who 
are brave, and who love honour. I believe that now 
when our healthy unspoiled women have seen here [in 
our Nuremberg gathering] these sturdy, admirable 
young ‘men of the spade’ they must be saying to them­
selves ‘What a healthy splendid race of men it is that is 
growing up in Germany!' Now that we have reintro­
duced general military service, that is a wonderful educa­
tion from which the coming generations of young 
Germans will profit— a wonderful generation which we 
are drawing to ourselves through the Hitler-Youth, the 
SA., and the compulsory labour service.” 1

In his address to women at the Parteitag in Nuremberg 
on io  September 1937 Hitler said: “ All that we do we 
do in the last resort for the child. Often we think we 
are caring for ourselves, for the folk of our own day, yet 

' F.Z., iS Sept. 1935.
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the deepest meaning of all our work and of our life is 
only this: that we may safeguard the life of our people. 
That is in the end the greatest, the fairest reward of all. 
This is the duty and this the task which every member 
of either sex can perform.”

,lOur men will be trained to become a hard breed. 
The German woman can be assured that the coming 
generations of men will be in very truth the shield and 
shelter of their women. And men can have the en­
couragement of the certain knowledge that the German 
women of the future will be to them more than ever the 
truest of companions on the journey of their life.” 1 

1 V.B., iz  Sept. 1937.
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Chronology of the Development of the Hitler-Youth
1921. 3 Aug. The Appeal an unsere Deutsche Jugend (“ to our 

German Youth’1) issued by the Parly. Formation of a Tum-1 
und Sportabteihing (Athletics and Sport Section) of the Party. 
Ages: 14 to 18. President of the Turn- und Sportausschusses 
(Committee): Klintasch (a Navy Lieutenant then serving 
in the “ Brigade Ehrhardt” , and seconded by Ehrhardt to 
serve as organizer for Hitler). This is the beginning of the 
SA.

1922. 8 Mar. In the V.B. of this date is announced the formation 
of the Jugendbund (Youth-League) der Nationalsozialistischen 

•Arbeiterpartei.
1926. 3-4 July. At the Parteitag in Weimar Kurt Gruber is ap­

pointed Reichs/iihrer for the Hitler-Jugend (Hitier-Youth), a 
new organization founded by him in Plauen. [The name is 
due to Gauleiter Julius Streicher and had already been 
introduced by him for the N.S. Croßdculsche Jugendbewegung 
(Youth Movement) in Gera on 25 Apr. 1926.]

27 Oct. The Hitler-Jugend is placed under the newly formed 
“ Supreme SA ,-Leadership” (Oberste SA.-Führttng).

S Dec. At Weimar: the General Principles (,Richtlinien) for the 
relations between the NSDAP, and the Hitler-Jugend are 
drawn up.

AH members of the Hitler-Jugend over 18 years of age 
must be members of the NSDAP.

1929. 23 Apr, Members of the Hitlcr-Jugcnd and the SA. to 
be transferred to the Party and the SA. after attaining the 
age of 18 : transfer to take place on 9 Nov, in each year.

1 The title probably influenced by the Nationalist activity of 
Friedrich Ludwig John (1778-1852) in the Napoleonic period, 
called "Turnvater” . In 1811 he founded the first Turn piata (open- 
air gymnasium) in Berlin : the movement spread rapidly and its 
members formed themselves into a kind of patriotic guild. Later 
Jahn was appointed State teacher of gymnastics in Berlin and 
helped to form the student Burschenschaften in Jena. For his 
patriotic writings see article in Encyclopaedia Britannica. (Cf. p. 
539 infra.)
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4 Aug. At the Reichsparteitag in Nuremberg for the first 

time 2,000 Hitler-Youth parade before Hitler.
1930. 27 Apr. The Rcichsfiihrcr of the 11 it 1er-Jugend is directly 

subordinated to the Chief of Staff of the SA.
30 Oct. Baldur von Schirach is appointed as Reichsjugendfiihrer 

on the staff of the “ Supreme SA.-Führung“ : all three youth 
organizations of the Party— the Student-Association, the 
Hitler-Jugend, and the Schüler-Bund (founded by Dr. 
Theodor Adrian von Renteln)— are placed under Baldur von 
Schirach.

Gruber (see 1926 supra) retires from his position as 
Rcichsfiihrcr of the Hitler-Jugend and is succeeded by von 
Rentel n.

1932. 13 A p r.-i7  June : the veto on the SA. carries with itthe veto 
on the Hitler-Jugcnd. The Hitler-Jugend continues to func­
tion disguised as the Nationalsozialistische Jugendbewegung 
(Youth-Movement).

15 June, von Renteln retires: von Schirach becomes Reichs­
führer der Hitler-Jugend. The N .S. Schüler-Bund is incor­
porated into the Hitler-Jugend. Von Schirach being appointed 
Amt ski ter (administrative official) o f the N SD AP., the Hitler- 
Jugcnd is no longer subordinated to the “ Supreme SA.-FUh- 
rung".
At this time the Hitler-Jugend has a membership of some 
3S,ooo.

t-2  Oct. First Reichsjugendtag of the N SD AP, in Potsdam. 
March of 110,000 Hitler Boys and Girls.

1933- 21 J une. vonSchirachappoin ted Jugendfiihrer des Den tschen 
Reiches.

I July. Reorganization of the Hitler-Jugend and the Bund 
Deutscher Mädel (League of German Maidens).

21 Dec. Incorporation of the Evangelical Jugendverbände 
(Youth Associations) into the Hitler Youth.

1934. A t the end of this year the membership of the Hitler 
Youth has risen to about 6 millions.

1936. I Dec. Law concerning Hitler Youth:
“ The future of the German people depends on its youth. 

The entire German youth must therefore be prepared for its 
future duties. The Government of the Reich has accordingly 
approved the following Law, which is hereby published:
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YOUTH
1. T h e  e n t i r e  G e r m a n  y o u t h  w i t h i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  the 

R e i c h  is u n i t e d  in  t h e  H i l l e r - Y o u t h .

2. The entire German youth— apart from the education 
within the home and in school— is to he educated physically, 
mentally, and morally in the spirit of National Socialism for 
the service of the people and for ihe eommunity of the people.

3. The task of educating the entire German youth in the 

Hiller-Youth is entrusted to Reich's Youth Leader of the 
N SD AP, lie  thereby becomes*’ Yu ut hLenderoft he German 
R ekit” . He has the position of a Supreme Authority for the 
Reich {Oliente Ileichtbehiirde) with his office in Berlin and Ì» 
immediately subordinate to the Führer and Chancellor of 
the Reich.

4. The regulations necessary for the execution of, or for 
additions to, this Law as well as the general directions for its 
application will he issued by the Führer and Chancellor o f 
the Retell.'’'

1937- 15 Jan. Order of the Führer mul Chancellor of the Reich 
establishing AdulM litlcr-Scltools as an organisation forming 
part of the Hitler-Youth.*

193S. jcj Jan. Formation, as a branch of the Ilitlcr-Jugcud, for 
girls from 17 to 21 of "Das BDM .-Werk Glaube und 
Schönheit"— The Failli and Beauty Society of the League of 
German Maidens. Teachers of gymnastics and sports are to 
be '‘politicized" that they may "serve the modern ideal o f a 
Youth of Faith and Beauty". "T h e more beautiful German 
maidens become, the prouder and the more self-conscious 
should they be."* As responsible leader of the organization 
Clementine zu Castell was appointed on 2 Feb., 1938. 1

1 Text: Dokumente der deutschen Politik, iv (1937h pp, 328-9. 
For the proclamation issued by Baldur von Scliirach at the time o f 
the publication of the law sec ibid., p. 328 n. 1. For hi» explanation 
of the law (2 Dec. 1936) ibid., pp. 329-31 ; for bis speech on the 
taw (7 Dec. 1936) ibid., pp. 331-5. Here it was said that the volun­
tary principle would still be maintained after the publication o f 
this law. The regulations contemplated under § 4 have, so far as 
I can discover, never been issued.

1 T ext: Dokumente der deutschen Politik, v (1938), p. 389. On 
these schools cf. ibid., pp. 389-92.

3 Sec the speech of von Schirach on the occasion of the meeting o f
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193®* i8 F«b. Regulation, issued by Baldur von Schirach, on the 
conditions for reception into the Academy for the training of 
a corps of Leaders for the Hitler-Jugend. The purpose of this 
Academy was explained in a speech by von Schirach at the lay- 
ingof the foundation-stone of the Academy (in Brunswick) on 
34 Jan. 1936. Henceforth the post of such a Leader in the 
Hitler-Jugend will be a whole-time profession: on entering 
the Academy the future Leader pledges himself to at least 
t2 years’ service as Leader.'

There is a short sketch of the development of the Hitler-Youth 
by F. O. Wrcdc, “ Eine Geschichte der Hitlerjugend", National­
sozialistische Monatshefte, v (1934), pp. S2S-32. For other ad­
dresses to youth cf. J. Goebbels, Revolution der Deutschen, 
Oldenburg, Stalling, 1933, pp. 207-13 (Speech of 1 May 1933); 
R. Hess, Reden, Munich, Eher, 1938, pp. 148-51, 176-9, and 
Speech of Baldur von Schirach (delivered 12 March 1935) on 
“ Wesen und Aufbau der Hitler-Jugend” , Dokumente der deutschen 
Politik, iii (1937). pp. 255- 65-

For von Sdiirach’s speech on Hitlcr-Jugend and religion cf. 
P.Z., 4 June 1935 and note von Schirach's formulation of the 
faith of the Hitler-Jugend: “ Wer Adolf Hitler, dem Führer, 
client, client Deutschland, wer Deutschland dient, dient Gott.”  
See Rcichspost, 2 April 1937. Cf. O. Flake, “ Der junge Mensch 
unci die Machtidee” , in Krisis, cd. 0 , Müller, Weimar, Lichten­
stein, 1932, pp. 285-95.

For Saturday as Staatsjugendtag (no obligation to attend 
school cm Saturday for the Hitler-Youth) see von Schirach's order 
nf 7 June 1934, Dokumente der den Ischen Politik, li (1936), 
pp. 286-7, ancl die subsequent order issued by Rust on 1 August 
1934 (ibid,, pp. 287-9). For the Jugendschutsgeteta of 30 April 
1938 see ibid., vi (1939) pp. 591-608.

As n foil to the speeches of National Socialists on Youth read 
Hans Sicmscn, Hitler Youth, translated by T . and P, Blcwitt, 
London, Lindsay Drummond, 1940, and cf. Erika Mann, School 

for Barbarians. Education under the Nazis, London, Lindsay 
Drummond, 1939.

L e a d e r s  o f  the Hitler-Youth in Berlin on 19 Jan. 1938. F.B.,20 Jan. 
1938, extract in Dokumente der deutschen Politik, vi (1939), p. 629.

• Ibid, vi (1939). PP- 648-50.
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The addresses of Hitler to German youth are naturally but 
variations of two or three simple themes: Hitler draws Vie 
picture of the divided past: separated by barriers of pro­
fession, rank, and class, the Germans no longer knew their 
fellow-countrymen: they did not even wish to know each 
other. From thaï state of weakness and disunion, Hitler 
said in a speech delivered at the Parteitag in Nuremberg 
in September "w t have to learn our lesson: one
will must dominate us, wc must form a single unity; 
one discipline must weld us together, one obedience, 
one subordination, must fill us all, for above us stands 
the nation.” The comradeship of youth will grow into 
the unity of a common citizenship. “ On the youth of 
Germany are set all our hopes, our people’s confidence, 
and our Faith.”  "You arc the living Germany of the 
future, not an empty idea, no mere formula: you are 
blood of our blood, flesh of our flesh, spirit of our spirit, 
you are our people’s future.” Youth must take a "holy 
vow” that "never again for all time shall the German 
people tear itself asunder, never again shall its unity be 
broken up: it shall be in truth a people of brothers 
which no distress and no danger stinti henceforth 
divide.” '

To those who hate had some contact with youth in Ger­
many of recent years these speeches addressed to youth are, 
however, of special interest. I have therefore in this section 
attempted a version of several extracts.

In a speech at Erfurt on 18 June 1933 Hitler said:

"W c will educate our youths to that which we wish 
later to see in them, and if there are still folk here and 
there who think that they cannot change their outlook, 1

1 Sum m ary o f a speech to 80,000 members of the Hitler-Youth, 
a Sept. 1933. V.B., 5 Sept. 1933.
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then we will take the children away from them and train 
them up into that which is necessary for the German 
people.

In his speech at a Gymnastic Display at Stuttgart on 
jo  July r y jj  Hitler said:

“ The so-called Age of Reason (das sogeilanutc geistige 
Zeitalter), stamped with its characteristic liberal outlook, 
with its half-knowledge and half-culture, was in a fair 
way to breed a thoroughly unfit generation. The over­
valuation of knowledge led not merely to a disregard of 
the bodily form and of bodily strength, but in the end 
to a lack of respect for bodily work. It is no chance that 
this age, propagated and protected by sick persons, 
necessarily led to a general sickness— not only to sickness 
of the body but also to sickness of the mind. For he who 
despises bodily strength and health has already become 
the victim of a malformation of the intellect. Apart 
from exceptions which prove the rule, a truly up­
right and reasonable mind, in the long run, will dwell 
only in lusty, sound bodies. Life, however, Ì9 not mas­
tered by weak folk, but by strong men. If to-day wc 
recognize once again an ideal of beauty which opens our 
eyes to an understanding of the picture presented by 
the ancient world, that is only because a great German 
[Ludwig Jahn1] showed to us through gymnastics the 
way to restore the balance between mind and body. . . . 
At a time when the people steps once more into the 
centre of the State’s action, the leaders of the State 
cannot but remember with profound gratitude those 
institutions which co-operated to form with a conscious­
ness of its own strength that substance which the states­
man has to govern, the flesh and blood of the fellow 1

1 F.Z., 19 June 1933. : Cf. p. 534 n. 1 supra.
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countrymen of his own blood. It is good to know that 
we Germans are bound together in the world not only 
by song1 but also by strength. . . . The new Reich is not 
dedicated to theories, but to the maintenance of our 
people, and I would have you take away with you the 
conviction that it is not only knowledge which counts in 
the Third Reich but also strength. For us the highest 
ideal is the human type of the future whose radiant 
spirit has for its home a glorious body so that men, 
turning from money and property, may once more find 
their way to ideal riches.” 2

In his May-Day speech to German youth in 1935 Hitler 
said:

The fall of Germany ‘ ‘gave to us all the command to 
fight for a new young Germany, This fight began in the 
heart of our people. It was there that we had to create 
the preconditions for the resurrection of the German 
nation. It was in the heart of the people itself that the 
idea had first to be formed of a new leadership of people 
and State. Only after this great work of inner regenera­
tion can the prestige of the Reich abroad be restored. 
All this that we are experiencing to-day is not a matter 
of chance, it is not a gift from Heaven, but the result of 
immense efForts, continual work, and the heaviest sacri­
fices. And this restoration of our German people is, and 
must be, my German youth, your greatest experience. 
Generations have been set no task of such a magnitude 
as this and generations could not perform such a task. 
It has been granted to the German people of to-day to 
accomplish a task which might well have taken many 
centuries, but which has been compressed into the space 
of a few years. This work of ours, done on your behalf

1 Cf. p. 608 infra. 1 F.Z., 31 July 1933,
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and on behalf of our people, my German youth, is part 
of your own experience. This work through which a 
German people shall be born1— this is also your task for 
the German future. It is your duty! When the great 
struggle for the new Germany began, I made it my 
purpose to detach the youth of Germany from the 
parties and to give it to Germany. To-day you must 
belong to Germany alone. And just as you belong to 
Germany, so must Germany be able to be proud of you, 
not collectively only but of each one individually. There­
fore your task is not merely to form yourselves as a 
whole, but to shape each one of yourselves as individuals 
into a form which will allow Germany to see and look 
upon every one of you with pride. Every German youth, 
every German girl must be penetrated through and 
through with the sacred consciousness of your duty to 
become the representatives of our people! You must be 
penetrated with the feeling that you have to embody in 
yourselves everything which can enable Germany to be 
justly proud of her people. That is the great expectation 
with which Germany now looks towards you as the 
bearers of the German future. And this also is the great 
hope which I express before you to-day.”

"Great things are happening at this present time, but 
all will be in vain if you do not guarantee a lasting 
German future. You are a link in the chain of German 
destiny. See to it then that the link is strong, lest this 
chain break with you and thus bring to an end our 
people's life."

“We arc facing stern times. The wind to-day flutters 
our banners, but in the next few years perhaps it will 
bring up over Germany many a cloud and many a storm. 
But nothing in this world must make us afraid! You, 
my German youth, must be the guarantors for the secu- 

1 German: diete Arbeit der deutschen Volktoerdung.
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rity of the existence and thus of the future of our German 
people.” 1

In his speech to Youth at the Nuremberg Parteitag on 
14 September 1935 Hitler said:

Each year at the gatherings of youth at the Parteitage 
I note the difference: in each year ‘ ‘I see the same 
development which we can discern to-day in all the 
other spheres of German life. Our people grows con­
tinuously more disciplined, more taut, more sturdy, and 
youth begins to do the same.”

‘ ‘The ideal of manhood has not been always the same 
even in our own people. There were times which now 
seem to us to be very distant and are for us almost incom­
prehensible when the ideal of the young man was the 
lad who could hold his beer and was good for a drink.* 
And now his day is past and we like to sec the young 
man who can stand all weathers, the strong, young man. 
It does not matter how many glasses of beer he can 
drink, but how many blows he can stand; not how many 
nights he can spend on the spree, but how many kilo­
metres he can march. We no longer see in the loutish 
beer-drinker the idea! of the German people: that is to 
be found in men and girls who are sound to the core, 
who are sturdy.”

“ What wc wish from our German youth is different 
from what past generations asked. In our eyes the G er­
man youth of the future must be slim and slender, swift 
as the greyhound, tough as leather, and hard as Krupp 
steel. We must educate a new type of manhood so that 
our people does not go to ruin amongst all the degeneracy 
of our day. We do not talk, we act. We have undertaken 
to educate this people in a new school, to give it an educa- 

1 V.B.,  ̂ May 1935.
1 German: der sogenannte bier- und trinkfeste Bursche.
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tion which begins in youth and shall never come to an 
end. In future the young man will be raised from one 
school to another. It begins with the child and ends 
with the old fighter of the Movement. No one may say 
that for hint there is any period of his life when he can 
devote himself exclusively to his own interests. Every­
one is bound to serve his people, everyone is bound to 
arm himself for that service, to steel his body, to prepare 
and fortify his mind. And the sooner these preparations 
begin, the better. We shall not in the future neglect 
ten or fifteen years in our German education and then 
later be forced to make good what unfortunately has 
previously become bad. It is our intention and our will 
— and that will none sitali break— that to the hearts 
of youth we will bring that spirit which wc would like 
to regard and arc determined to regard in Great Ger­
many as the only possible spirit, the spirit which shall 
sustain the future. And that is not merely our will: we 
will make it a reality. And you arc a section from this 
development, much tauter, much sturdier than three 
years ago. And in every succeeding year there will 
always be an improvement, of that I am sure.” , . . We 
shall grow old, but “ we shall carry with us in our hearts 
the happy conviction, the happy knowledge that our 
life struggle has not been in vain. Behind us those who 
are to follow us are already on the march. And they are 
spirit of our spirit, they share our determination, our 
hardness; they are the representatives of the life of our 
race."

Hitler then stressed the duty of obedience: “ Nothing is 
possible if there is not a single will which issues its 
commands and which the others must always obey, 
beginning from above and ending only at the lowest 
point. And that is alongside of the training and harden­
ing of the body die second great task. W c arc a ‘follow-
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îng1 (Gefol"Sffm/t), and that means that it is our duty to 
‘follow’, to obey.' We must educate our whole people 
so that wherever one is appointed to command the 
others recognize their duty to obey him, because perhaps 
an hour later they in their turn will be called upon to 
command and can only do so precisely as others render 
to them obedience. That is the expression of an authori­
tarian State, not of a weak chattering democracy; and 
in the authoritarian State everyone is proud to owe 
obedience because he knows: I shall in just the same 
way find obedience when I have to give a command. 
Germany is not a hen-roost where everything is in con­
fusion and everyone cackles and crows, but we arc a 
people which from its infancy learns how to be disci­
plined.”

‘‘If the others fail to understand us, that need not 
trouble us. It has never yet been the worst things in 
the world which most people have failed to understand. 
The opposite is true. . . . We arc no bullies. If the rest 
of the world misconceives us in our discipline, we cannot 
help it. From this discipline of ours there will come 
fewer brawls for the world than from the parliamentary 
democratic chaos of to-dav. We go our own way: we 
do not wish to cross the way of another. Would that the 
others would let us pursue our way in peace! That is 
the only reservation which we must make when wc 
express our love for peace. To do no one wrong and to 
suffer wrong from none!1 If we thus trace and define 
for the German people the way of life, then, I believe, 
that in other peoples, too, there will gradually come into 
being and grow an understanding for such a decent

1 A paraphrase : German : JPir liuti eine Gefolgschaft, aber, loie 
fiat Wort schon sagt, Gefolgschaft heißt folgen, heißt Gefolgschaft 
leisten.

'  A frequently recurring sentence, c.g. in the speech at the 
Harvest Festival of 1935, F Z . ,  8 Oct. 1935.
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frame of mind and here and there perhaps from this 
deep understanding lire hand will be stretched out in 
brotherhood. But never do we wish to forget that only 
the strong deserves friendship, only the strong keeps 
friendship. And so our will is to make ourselves strong; 
that is our solution!” 5

in his May-Day Address to Youth, given at Berlin on 
j  May 1)36, Hitler said:

"M y German Youth! Seldom in the history of Ger­
many lias a fairer destiny than yours fallen to the lot of a 
young generation. You live, as the youth of Germany, 
in a youthful Reich, in a youthful Reich full of joyous 
life, full of strong hope, full of an indestructible confi­
dence. You live in a Reich with youthful, new ideas, 
full of youthful, new forces,”

‘‘The present generation of Germans accomplished a 
task of infinite greatness when it overcame the divisions 
and disunity of Germany. Through a new movement, 
the cause of German national unity Iras triumphed over 
tribal differences, over artificial State frontiers, and over 
parties. The nation has been united into one outlook, 
in one idea, and for one common struggle for existence. 
And they are united, too, in their determination to follow 
one road in this struggle, and to apply the principles of 
unity and close fellowship in all their dealings. You 
have lived to see the day, my Youth, when for the first 
time in our history 99 per cent, of a people has pro­
fessed this spirit of unity; you have the good fortune to 
be the rising generation of this people. In this people 
vou can build up your life, and thereby become, in 
your turn, the support of the life of this people in years 
to come.”

“ The present generation has made great progress on 
' V .B ., t j  Sept. 1935.
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this road towards dose solidarity. That which only a 
few years since appeared impossible has now become 
reality; the time of weakness is past, the time when our 
people had lost their honour, and with it their value in 
the eyes of the world. And you arc witnesses of this 
heroic resurgence, and will one day— I know— continue 
the ascent, f  or whatever he the achievements of the 
present generation, there is much that can be finally 
secured only with great difficulty and after many 
decades.”

“ We live still in a time over which lie the shadows of 
the past. There arc still tnill ions of our fellow-country­
men in our midst who arc, in one way or another, filled 
with ideas which they have taken over with them from 
this past into the present. It is not so simple for these 
men and women to free themselves completely from the 
effects of their education, from the influence of earlier 
generations, of their own youth, and of the days when 
they grew to manhood.”

“ But what this generation is, perhaps, incapable of 
fully achieving, that you must and that— I am convinced, 
my Youth— you will completely achieve. For you know 
this past no more; you have the good fortune to grow up 
in this new purpose, in this new process of becoming. 
Your uniform shall be for you a perpetual reminder of 
this thought of the unity of the German people. This 
year, as we learnt only a few weeks ago, more than 90 
per cent, of the new age-group found themselves in the 
Youth of our Party. By this wc know that more than 
go per cent, of this youth is finally won over to our new 
conception of the State, to tins new German conception 
of the people, to these new German ideals.”

“ What we ask of you now, my Youth, is this: we wish 
you to be first and foremost an idealistic youth. This, 
which perhaps many, especially in the past, have not
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understood, is for us a snored need and a profession of 
faith which springs from the depth of our hearts. There 
were in the past many who used to say: We wish the 
Germans to think sensibly— and by ‘sensibly1 they meant 
that they should consider only their own life, and in 
their own life only the material side of this life: prudence 
and wisdom were their names for what was mainly 
egoism and self-seeking,”

“ We ask of you now, German youth, that you should 
be consciously idealistic, because we believe that only 
from this fundamental attitude of idealism can a real 
community of the people arise. If each one thinks only 
of himself, and each one keeps only his own interests 
before his eyes, then no community of the people can 
conic into being. . . . Wc ask of you therefore that you 
should learn, while you are still young, that life for you 
must mean sacrifice: sacrifice of your personal freedom, 
sacrifice of your free time, sacrifice of many of the small 
pleasures of life; sacrifices when you take on yourself 
charges not for the individual, not for yours'etf alone, 
German boys and German gil ls, but for your small, and 
yet so great, community."

"Anil secondly we ask of you, German youth, that 
you should be strong in character! That you should 
learn to be decent in your thought, that you should shun 
what is and always will be harmful. We ask that you 
should be strong in character, because you profess the 
ideals and the virtues which at all times have been the 
foundation for great peoples.11

“ And in the third place, further, we ask of you to be 
hard, German youth, and to make yourselves hardi We 
cannot use a generation of ‘mother’s boys1, of spoiled 
children. What wc need is boys and girls who can one 
day become brave men and women. We must ask for a 
hard youth, so that one day, when life comes upon youth
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in ali its hardness, it may not in face of this hardness 
surrender or grow weak. . . .

"But most of all we ask of you, German youth, that 
you fashion llie German people of the future, and in 
yourselves be for it a inode!."1

In his address to the Arbeitsfront (the Work Front)t 
delivered at Nuremberg on 12 September 1936, Hitler 
described the new type of German which the National 
Socialist Party aimed at producing.

"Nothing will alter my conviction that despite every­
thing, men are becoming better, not worse. Even the 
Jew, if lie tries to disprove ibis, will not bring it offl 
They ate becoming better, they are steadily showing 
more understanding, steadily winning from each other 
the respect that is so necessary. Our people will steadily 
polish off its rough corners, until one day this type of 
German manhood will stand fully revealed before the 
gaze of posterity, this type which wc to-day, divining 
the future, believe that we see ahead of us, and whose- 
first representatives wc can perhaps see in our youth, as 
it grows up and develops year by year.” 1

Hitler's speech to German youth delivered on 1  May r $37  
followed familiar lines: Germany needs a sound, a proud, 
a manly youth, one which “ shall learn to stand straight, 
to walk straight and to look everyone fearlessly in the 
eyes. Each of you in this State must be able to carry a 
marshal’s staff in his knapsack, both in the political and 
military sphere. But everyone who, anywhere and any­
how, desires to lead must in his turn have learned to 
obey. No one can command who has not himself learned 
to obey." And finally Germany needs a gay and joyous

y .B ;  2 May 1936* : V  ß  > H  ScPt*
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youth. “This year's contingent of new recruits will 
grow up into this community; it will be so natural to 
them that they will find that they can live only in a 
community: and later they will leave this community and 
enter the organizations of the Party, the organizations of 
practical life. They will take their places in the Arbeits­
dienst—  the Labour Service— of the Reich, and at 
length the men will become soldiers and will thus gain 
their last initiation into the service of their people,”

But that which gives this speech its special significance is 
Hitler's exclusive claim to the possession of youth, body and 
soul:

“ The youth of to-day,” he said, “ is ever the people 
of to-morrow. For this reason wc have set before our­
selves the task of inoculating our youth with the spirit 
of this community of the people at a very early age, at 
an age when human beings are still unperverted and 
therefore unspoiled. There is only one German people, 
and thus there can be only one German youth! And 
there can be only one German Youth Movement because 
there is only one education of youth, only one upbringing 
(Jugendbildung). And the few who perhaps still hope in 
their hearts that in some way or another it may yet again 
be possible to break this unity of the people, beginning 
with the nation's youth, they will find that they have 
been deluded. This Reich stands, and it is building 
itself up for the future upon its youth. And this new 
Reich will give its youth to no one, but will itself take 
youth and give to youth its own education and its own 
upbringing.” 1

' V.Z., 3 May 1937, and cf. the following extract. On the 
difficulties raised for the Catholic Church by this claim cf. N. 
Micttlem, National Socialism and the Roman Catholic Church, 
London, 1939. Index, s.v. "Hitler Youth".
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In /iis address lo German youth at the Parteitag in 
Nuremberg on i l  September 79.37 Hitler said:

“ The youth which to-day is growing up will be edu­
cated not as in the past for enjoyment, but for hardships 
and for sacrifices, and above all il will be trained to 
discipline the body. We believe that, if the body has 
not health and large capacities of resistance, in the long 
run even a healthy mind cannot control the destinies of 
the nation” . . . .

“ Over and over again it is ihe same petition that we 
would make to Providence— we have only one prayer: 
that our people may be sound and true; wc would that 
Providence should teach our people the meaning of true 
freedom, that Providence should keep alive in it its love 
of honour. We would not ask that we should receive 
freedom as a gift: we would ask only that wc may be a 
people of character that we may be ready at any lime to 
conquer for ourselves that position in the world which a 
free people needs.”

“ We do not wish for any present, we want only the 
grace that wc may he permitted to play our part in an 
honourable struggle. Then it may be left to Providence 
to determine from time to time whether this people has 
earned its life or not. And when I look on you I know 
the answer: this people will in the future, as in the past, 
earn its freedom and with freedom its honour and its 
life.”

“ You are now the youth of the German State. But 
never shall there be any other leadership of this youth 
than that which has come from the National Socialist 
idea, the National Socialist Movement. To-day you 
have already become an inseparable part of this idea and 
of this Movement. The Movement has formed you, 
from the Movement you have received your uniform,' 
and in the service of the Movement you will remain your
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whole life through. That is the wonderful thing: in you 
the first link in the chain of our people's education is 
forged: with you the chain begins, and it will reach its 
end only when the last German sinks into his grave!”

"Never in the history of Germany has there been so 
deep an inner unity in spirit, in the constraint of a single 
will and in leadership. Many generations that have gone 
before ns have dreamed of such a unity: we are the 
happy witnesses of the fulfilment of their dream."1

hi his speech to youth on i  May 1938 Hitler said:
"Since the victory of the Movement, under whose 

banner you stand, there has been completed within our 
people the unification of heart {innere Einigung) of the 
Germans. And as wages for this work of ours Providence 
has given us Greater Germany {Großdeutschlaml). This 
unification is no gift of chance, it is the result of a 
systematic education of our people by the National 
Socialist Movement., . .  And this education begins with 
the individual at an age when he is not already burdened 
with preconceived ideas. The youth is the stone which 
is to go to the building of our new Reich 1 You arc 
Greater Germany! In you is being formed the com­
munity of the German people. Before the single leader 
there stands a Reich, before the single Reich stands a 
people, and before the single people stands German 
youth! When I see you my faith in the future of Ger­
many has no bounds, nothing can shake it. For I know 
that you will fulfil all that we hope of you. So I greet 
you to-clay on this ist of May in our new great Germany: 
for you are our spring. In you. will and shall be com­
pleted that for which generations and centuries have 
striven, Germany!” 1

‘ V.B., iz  Sept. 1937. = V.B., = May 193S.
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Hiller, in his evidence at the Leipzig trial in September J930, 
said that in his view the army was responsible for the 
destiny of the people. The Frcdcrician view of the army 
as being merely a mechanical war-instrument was to-day 
no longer adapted to the times. The soldier must be the 
supporter of the “ volkic” idea.1

“ I have always held the view that every attempt to 
disintegrate the army was madness. None of us have 
any interest in such disintegration. We will sec to it that 
when wc have come to power out of the present Reichs­
wehr shall rise the great army of the German people.” *

In Hitler's open letter to Brüning (14 October 1931), 
under the heading “  The true task of the Army of the Reich: 
defence of the country, not protection of a System", Hitler 
wrote:

“ The most regrettable feature of all is that the last, 
instrument which is still sound in its general outlook3—  
the instrument on which you alone can still to-day rely 
for support— the Reichswehr— now through your repre­
sentatives in the Government both directly and indi­
rectly takes part in these [civil] struggles and is carried 
■into their whirlpool. . . . For us the army is the repre­
sentative and actual expression of the strength of a 
nation directed to the defence of its interests abroad. 
For you, Chancellor Brüning, it is in the last resort an 
institution for the protection of the Government in the 
domestic sphere. The victory of our ideas will give to 
the entire nation a political mode of thought, an outlook 
on the world, which will bring the army in spirit into a

' F.Z., 26 Sept. 1930. 1 Ibid.
1 German : weltanschaulich noch nicht aiigefresicne.
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truly intimate relation to the whole people and will thus 
free it from the melancholy fact of being an alien body 
within its own people. The success of your view, Mr. 
Chancellor, will mean the obligation on the part of the 
army to maintain a political system which in its tradition 
and in its essential views is in deadly opposition to the 
spirit of an army.”

“ And litis in its final result, whether that result is 
intended or not, must set upon the army the stamp of a 
police-troop designed more or less for domestic pur­
poses. The question whether in the future such a 
development will lead to a bettering of the situation in 
the foreign politics of the Reich can be answered in the 
affirmative only by one who regards weakness as a 
recommendation."1

In a speech in the Sportpalast at Berlin in September 
1932 Hitler said that the army of the Reich was not 
there to defend a Government but to defend the Reich. 
The National Socialists would keep the army far re­
moved from domestic burdens and would care for it 
both in its materia! and spiritual needs in a way 
previously unknown.1

For the decree establishing a National Socialist Depart­
ment for Military Politics (with von Epp as director) see 
“ The Times", 13 September 1932.

In a speech at the SA . Fiihrertagung at Bad Reichenhall 
on I  July 1933 Hitler said:

“ After the assumption of power it is now important 
that all supporters of the will of the German Revolution 
especially tire political fighting:associations (Kampfver­
bände) should be fused into a unity. The SA, and the

* Hitlers Auseinandersetzung mil Brüning, Munich, 1932, pp, 35-6.
5 F.Z., 3 Sept. 193 s,
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Stahlhelm have pledged themselves to fight together in 
the iti ture. There can he no question of conqueror and 
conquered in this union of forces: only the German 
people must be the conqueror. In order to control the 
difficult times which tie ahead of us SA. and Stahlhelm 
must form a sworn community pledged to stand to­
gether for life or for death. This army of the political 
soldiers of the German Revolution has no wish to take 
the place of our army or to enter into competition with 
it. I am convinced that the army of its own accord takes 
its stand on the ground of the new State’s Weltan­
schauung and will, at any time, protect that State if it 
should he threatened.” 1

In a speech at Bad Godesberg on rij August 1933 he said:

"T he relation of the SA. to the army must be the same 
as that of the political leadership to the army.”1

In his speech on the Stahlhelm Day, 23 September 1933, 
Hitler said that it was a happy day which saw the meeting 
of the representatives of a new Weltanschauung with the 
supporters of the best ancient tradition in German his­
tory (tiie army). From this union there would flow 
streams of strength for future generations: it ivould 
remain a visible sign that young Germany was deter­
mined to renounce the sins of the fathers. “That is our 
pledge: at the beginning of our struggle there stood 
Germany: at the end of our struggle there will once 
more stand Germany” . . . .

The pre-condition of a people’s existence is a Weltan­
schauung which in its fundamental and essential points 
is generally accepted. The stronger is this domestic 
contract which forms the basis of a society’s life, the

' V.B., 3 July 1933, cf. p. 483 supra. 1 V.B., 22 Aug. 1933.
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greater power a people can exercise abroad. The weaker 
the domestic unity is, the more will a people become the 
puppet of its foreign foes. . . .  As contrasted with the 
disunion in the view of the world which the Liberal State 
had actually licensed the National Socialist State has 
once more pianteti in the minds of the German people 
the thought that there is something higher than the 
freedom of the individual, that is the freedom and the 
life of all. This view must be maintained in all circum­
stances, by force if necessary. It is the task of the leaders 
to recognize what is necessary for the nation and to 
earn,' that through with iron resolution. The people 
seeks strength: it has always sought it. It is unhappy 
when it finds no strong leadership. It is therefore no 
wonder that the people acclaims our leadership to-day. 
. . .  “ I cannot lead any army if I allow every individual 
man to choose whether he will face the foe or whether 
he will prefer to retreat. When anyone casts in my 
teeth the question : However did you come to create a 
Movement like this? my answer is: I believe there is 
only one man who at that time had the right to do so 
and lie was the soldier of the front line. The soldier had 
taken his skin to market— not for the victory of this or 
that particular view— for that end not a single man fell—- 
but that this German people might once more have 
faith ill its own future. At that time I felt myself to be 
simply one of the nine million soldiers returning from 
the front. We soldiers of the front line learned not to 
consider the numbers of the enemy but to trust to our 
own strength. The fight for Germany . . . came from 
the world of the German soldiery. We know quite defi­
nitely that not one of us would be in these uniforms 
were it not that behind us there was once the great army 
in which we have all served. Each of us knows that we 
have become what we are through the schooling which
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we shared out there in the field. That school has taught 
us in self-confidcncc to rely upon our own strength. . . .  
That wc have smashed in pieces the Marxist organiza­
tion, that wc have hunted down their leaders, that we 
have barricaded their houses— alt that is not important: 
but the one fact that wc have brought the people to our 
side, that the people now belongs to us, that the people 
does in fact see and recognize in our Movement their 
leaders that is the decisive thing, it is that which makes 
us happy” . . . .

“ And on this day we would particularly remember the 
part played by our army, for we all know well that if, in 
the days of the revolution, the army had not stood on 
our side, then wc should not be standing here to-day.' 
We can assure the army that wc shall never forget this, 
that wc see in them the bearers of the tradition of our 
glorious old army and that with all our heart and with 
all our powers we will support the spirit of this army.” 1

hi his speech at Hamburg on 17 August 1934 Hitler said: 
“ Our Government is supported by two organizations 
(Teilen): politically by the community of the people 
organized in the National Socialist Movement, and in 
the military sphere by the army. . . .  On the loyalty of 
these two organizations to the State rest the strength 
and the force of the State. In the maintenance of this 
construction the whole German people must have the 
greatest interest, for it assures to the German State an 
indestructible solidity both internally and externally; . . . 
it gives to the Government stability and permanence 
and enables it to pursue a long-range policy” . . . .

1 Cf. Konrad Heiden, O n e  M a n  against E u ro p e  (Penguin edition), 
pp, 46 ff.

’  F . Z . ,  24 Sept. 1933. This gives a summary of the speech: 
I have translated from this report, but in the early part of the extract 
I am not sure how far it reproduces precisely Hitler's own wording.
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“ ’I’here is no one in whose eyes the German Army 
needs to rehabilitate its fame in arms. The German 
Government lias no need to seek successes in war, for 
its régime is based on a foundation which nothing can 
shake and it is supported by the confidence of the whole 
people. The Government of the German Reich needs 
no such successes in foreign politics to strengthen its 
domestic position."1

In his final speech at the Parteitag, delivered at Nurem­
berg on io  September 1934, Hitler said:

"Only if wc, by our combined action, can realize in 
the Party the incorporation of the thought and the 
character of National Socialism, will it become an eternal 
and indestructible pillar of the German people and 
Reich. Then by the side of the army, the old proud 
hearer of our people’s arms, with its glorious past of 
fame, shall stand the political leadership of the Party, 
no less based upon a foundation of tradition. And then 
these two institutions in common will educate and 
strengthen the German, and bear on their shoulders the 
German State, the German Reich."1

In his speech to the Party Leaders at Nuremberg on 
14 September J935 Hitler said:

"W e are especially happy to-day to see among us for 
the first time officers and men of the new army of the 
German people, that army from which almost all of us 
once came, and to which the German people will again 
in the future give its sons, entrusting them to loyal 
hands, that they may become brave, disciplined, reliable 
and trustworthy men, as were our soldiers in the past."

"W c know that our army does not educate them for a

1 Berliner Tageblatt. 19 Aug. 1934. * F.Z., i t  Sept. 1934,
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warlike militarism, any more than we have done. It 
educates them only to be reliable, decent members of the 
community,1 men who in the hour of need and danger 
will feel themselves united in loyalty with the nation, 
and who, should fate confront them with the sternest 
ordeal, will defend the freedom of their people with 
bravery and honour.2 That is the meaning of this re­
creation of our army. It has been formed not to wage 
wars of aggression, but to guard and protect our people, 
so that Germany may not again suffer the tragic fate 
which we were all forced to endure in this country for 
fifteen years. It is not to deprive other peoples of their 
freedom, but to protect our own German freedom: that 
is why the army is hcre.’>J

Speaking at the meeting of the Reichstag held, during the 
Parteitag of the year icjjy in Nuremberg (15 September 
1935) Hitler said:

“ To-morrow the Day of the Army (der Tag der 
Wehrmacht) will bring the Parteitag to a close. T he 
picture presented by this festival of the Movement recalls , 
and intensifies the impression made by the past year. 
The German people has found its way to a unity and 
discipline which are probably without their parallel in 
history. This expression of the cohesion of the Move­
ment is at the same time an expression of the strength 
of the present Government. The German nation now 
possesses what it has longed for in vain for centuries.

1 Volksgenossen, ■
1 German: ta p fe r  u n d  a n stä n d ig  verteid ig en.
1 V .D . ,  15 Sept. 193 SI cf. speech at the meeting of the Reichstag 

in Nuremberg on 15 Sept. 1935. "The aim which has inspired us 
in building up our army was not to threaten the freedom of any 
European people, much less to rob it of its freedom ; our aim was 
exclusively to secure for the German people its freedom." V . B . ,

16 Sept. 1935.
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It has become a united people of brothers, freed 
from the mutual prejudices and restraints of past times. 
This inner strength will find its counterpart to-morrow 
in the picture which the army will present to us. It will 
not be a mass-demonstration, but it will simply serve 
to display the intrinsic value of our new army. The 
German people may count itself fortunate in its con­
sciousness of strength regained after such terrible suffer­
ing and such long weakness.” *

At the Parteitag in Nuremberg in September 1935 
Hitler addressed representatives of the new German 
army; he said:

"T h e German was always a good soldier: the service 
of arms was never for our people an enforced service 
but at all periods of our history a service of the highest 
honour. It was thus the more grievous and the more 
depressing for the decent, honour-loving German not to 
be allowed to be a soldier— especially when that veto 
was imposed under dishonouring and humiliating con­
ditions. To what an extent this state of affairs has now 
been overcome you, my soldiers, are the witness, and 
to-day the whole German people can sec the evidence of 
this in this picture of the union of the German as soldier 
with the armament which is the result of modern techni­
cal achievement. Once more every young German man, 
if the nation considers him worthy of the honour, will 
take his place in your ranks ; once more you will perform 
your service with the arms that are to-day employed by 
the other nations of the world.”

"This service demands from each one of you sacrifices. 
Each must sacrifice something of his personal freedom: 
he must bring as his offering obedience, subjection to his 
superiors— he must bring also hardness, endurance and 

' V.B., 16 Sept. 1935.
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above all and in the highest degree a consciousness of 
his duty. But they arc wrong who think that this sacrifice 
must be extorted from the German man. That sacrifice 
German men have throughout the centuries rendered of 
their own free will and have been proud to do so. And 
not only in time of peace has the German as a soldier 
gladly offered this sacrifice to the nation: lie offered it 
no less readily when the need of the Reich summoned 
him to protect his people and his Fatherland. The 
German was not merely a good peace-time soldier; he 
was ever also a brave fighter.”

“ But what are all these sacrifices which are demanded 
to-day from you and from us when compared with the 
sacrifices which twenty years ago were demanded from 
us and from our comrades? Let each of you if he should 
ever feel the service of the soldier a burden consider that 
eight days’ drum-fire demanded more sacrifices from the 
battalions and regiments of our old army than does a 
whole year’s peace-time service. But that drum-fire did 
not break the German people in arms. The German 
people broke only because it had lost its inner freedom, 
its inner faith in the right of its cause. This faith has 
to-day returned, and this faith is not merely the posses­
sion of the hundreds of thousands in your own ranks, 
but millions and millions of our fellow-countrymen wrap 
you about with this burning faith, this burning confi­
dence, this warm love.”

“And if you must bring your personal sacrifice in 
obedience in performance of duty, in subjection to your 
superiors, in hardness, endurance, capacity, forget not, 
my soldiers, that on its side the whole German people 
brings great sacrifices for you. It is no easy task for the 
German people to build up that force which to-day 
stands here and in many another place in Germany. Our 
people must bring heavy sacrifices and is glad to bring
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them. For it would in the first place wish to be sure that 
its sons are not badly armed, and secondly it would wish 
that Germany should not be defenceless in the future. 
And so continuously we bring these sacrifices in 
common— the people on your behalf and you for the 
people: and both for Germany, our people and our 
dear German Reich! And, beyond that, we make 
these sacrifices in the conviction that it needs no war 
to repay us for our efforts/’

“ Before now Germany had a proud and brave army, 
had heroic fighters. This is but natural for the German 
soldier. But the army was not merely in war the nation’s 
great defence, it was in peace the splendid school of our 
people. It is the army which has made men of us all, 
and when wc looked upon the army our faith in the 
future of our people was always reinforced. And this 
old glorious army, it is not dead; it only slept, and now 
it has arisen again in you I” .

“ You, my comrades, bear on the points of your 
weapons and on your helmets an unequalled legacy. 
You are not an artificial creation, without tradition, 
without a past: there is nothing else in the whole of 
Germany which is so rich in traditions as that which 
you have to embody and can embody. There is indeed 
no need for you to win for the German army a title to 
fame; that it possesses already. Your task is but to 
preserve that fame.’ ’

“ And when we stand here in steel and armour of 
metal that is not because we feel that we must restore 
the honour of the German people. So far as this honour 
was supported by our soldiers, no one in the world has 
ever yet been able to take it away. Germany has never 
lost her military honour and least of all in the last war. 
We need not to recover it. Rather it is ours to sec to it 
that in the future so much honour, so much heroism,
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and so great sacrifices shall not have been offered in 
vain as once they were.”

The speech closed with an appeal to the troops to be 
worthy of the sacrifices of the past, and of the confidence 
with which the German people of to-day regarded them. 
“ For you have become men, and our wish is that the 
whole German youth shall enter this glorious last school 
and grow to a manhood such as yours. We want to bring 
up a hard generation, a generation which is strong, 
reliable, loyal, obedient and decent so that we may not 
need to be ashamed of our people before the judgement- 
seat of history.” 1

After the introduction of the two years period of com­
pulsory military service, in his speech to the artny at 
Nuremberg on 14 September 1936 Hitler said:

“ What fills us to-day with so great a pride is our 
achievements in the field of peaceful work. The highest 
task which is set before us is the preservation and the 
maintenanceof this achievement and this work. And when 
millions, year in year out, are devoting their lives to 
this work in factory and workshop, in business or office, 
then it is but natural and reasonable that all should 
be just as ready to devote their lives to maintain that 
which has been so created."

“ It is for this purpose, my soldiers, that the nation 
has called upon you— not to serve any frivolous experi­
ment of an extravagant Chauvinism but to stand guard 
over our industry, to stand guard over our people, to 
stand guard over our Germany!” . . .

“ In people, Party, and army we are forming a com­
munity indissolubly sworn together. Grave times may 
come. Never will they see us hesitate, never will they 
find us spiritless, never cowards! For this we all 

1 F .Z., 17 Sept. 1935.
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know: The half-hearted1 will never win the Kingdom
of Heaven 1 No cowards keep their freedom! The future
belongs to the brave, and to them alone!”

“ What is asked of you is only a small part of that
which the past demanded of us. Then, we did our duty;
to-day, you will perform yours. But for those two years
which I ask of you for Germany I pay you back with
ten years! For through this discipline of the army each
of you will become a healthier man than ever in his life
before. That which you give to the Fatherland in your
youth will be repaid to you in your old age! You will
become a healthy generation, not stifled in offices and
factories, but reared in sun and light, steeled by exercise
and, above all, strengthened in character.” 1

%

In his speech to the soldiers after the parade of the army 
at Nuremberg on 12 September 193S Hitler said:

“ Soldiers of the German Army! Once again, as in 
past years, you stand here in Nuremberg on the occasion 
of the Reichsparteitag, but this year for the first time as 
soldiers of the Great-German Reich. That this dream 
of centuries could become a reality, we owe to two facts; 
first, the successful creation of a real community of the 
German people, and thereby of the conditions necessary 
for the fulfilment of this dream, secondly, the establish­
ment of Germany’s new armed forces, whose soldiers 
finally realized this dream by their march [into Austria].” 

“ From this two conclusions may be drawn. First, the 
necessity for the existence of the Movement which in 
less than two decades has succeeded in bringing the 
German people out of a condition of extreme internal 
chaos into the unity which we see to-day. The National

1 German : keine Halben, For Halbheit in M K . cf., c.g., pp. 258, 
266, 269 (top). 297, 298, 301, &c. (German.)

1 F.Z., 16 Sept. 1936-
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Socialist teaching and Party arc the guarantors of this 
community of the German people at home. Secondly, 
we may learn how necessary it is that to this community 
of the people, with its ordered domestic life, we should 
give protection from the foreign foe. This protection 
lies exclusively in the strength of our own arms, and 
therefore in the persons of those who bear them.”

“ No negotiation, no conference, no agreement gave 
to us Germans our natural right to unity. We had to 
take this right for ourselves, and that we could take it 
was due solely to you, my soldiers!”

“ And so these two great institutions of our people 
have two like tasks to perform. National Socialism edu­
cates our people into the community of the people at 
home, and the army educates this same people to defend 
this community against attack from abroad.”

“You, my soldiers, have already in this new Reich 
been entrusted with a task.1 Through your performance 
of that task you have won the affection of the German 
people. It has placed its confidence in you; it knows 
that it can trust its sons in arms. For you have the best 
weapons that there arc to-day, you have the best training, 
and I know that you have also the highest character. 
You take your places in the eternal and imperishable 
Front of the German soldiery!” 2

Note
See Benoist-Mcchin, Histoire de l'Armée allemande 19x9-1936, 

vol. ii, De la Reichswehr à l ’Annie nationale, Paris, Michel, 1938, 
pp. 391-669. 1 do not know of any monograph in English on 
the new army of the National Socialist State, but reference may 
be made to the brief chapters in H. Rosinsky, The German Army, 
London, Hogarth Press, 1939 (inaccurate in details), pp. 215-67, 
and cf. S. H. Roberts, The House that Hiller Built, London, *

* i.e. the march into Austria. 1 F.Z., 13 Sept. 1938.
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Methuen, 1939, pp. 120-32. For the German Army there is a 
modern encyclopaedic work: Handbuch der neuzeitlichen Wehr- 
Wissenschaften, cd. H. Franke: voi. i, Wehrpolitik und Krieg­
führung, Berlin und Leipzig, De Gruyter, 1936; vol. ii, Das Heer, 
ibid., 1937; vol. iii (1) Die Kriegsmarine, ibid., 1938, {2) Die 
Luftwaffe, ibid., 1939.
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It it remarkable that so far as I know Hitler, in none of his 
speeches, has discussed in detail the character of the educa­
tion to be given to youth in the National Socialist State. 
For his views on that subject the student must still go to 
"Mein Kampf” , pp. 451 sqq. (German), pp. 342 sqq. 
(English). Similarly Hi tier in his speeches has not con­
sidered the function of the universities and of university 
studies : thus his address to university students, delivered in 
Berlin on 7 February 1934, is devoted to political questions 
and closes with an appeal to youth for political co-operation. 
Beyond constant general references to the duty of the Party 
to educate the German people into the National Socialist 
Weltanschauung he has left to others to develop the impli­
cations of that duty. Again, he has said nothing of literature 
and its place in the Third Reich, or of the theatre. O f his 
address to the delegates of the Film Congress on 2 May 1935 
no report is accessible to me. Thus in the cultural sphere it 
is only of art and of architecture that Hitler in his speeches 
has treated at any length. In the address delivered at the 
opening of the Exhibition of German Art in Munich on 
iS  July 1937 Hitler said that German art would be left to 
the judgement of the German people. A somewhat unex­
pected application of this principle had previously been 
announced in November S936, when all art criticism was 
forbidden throughout the Reich: after that date only 
descriptions of works of art were to be permitted, and even 
those only when the writer added his fu ll name to the 
article. To edit any journal concerned with art special 
permission must be obtained; lilts would be granted only to 
those who were at least thirty years of age, & c. So closely 
must art be safeguarded in the Third Reich. '

■1 On tins suppression of art criticism, cf. Dokumente der deutschen 
Politik, iv (1537), PP' 3*7- '9. 3^ -3; v (1938), pp. 419-20.
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It is of course to be remembered that Hitler has always 
despised "dead hnmvledge”  ; that knowledge in his scale of 
values in education takes the last place. “ Any country,” 
he has said, “ that is founded only on the intellectual 
classes is built on a weak foundation, I know the intel­
lectual— always indulging in sophistry, always probing 
and searching, but always wavering and uncertain, 
mobile, but never sure.' The general malady of the 
age, he said in another speech, was the over-estimate of 
knowledge: it "was not only knowledge but strength that 
counted.,,;i On another occasion he said: “ it is not the 
intellectual classes which gave me the courage to begin 
this gigantic work.” * Citations could easily he multiplied * 
but Hitler's general attitude must be recalled if  the restricted 
range of the following translated extracts is to be understood.

Hitler, in his conversation with Otto Strasser on s i  May 
f(j30, is reported to have said:

“ There is no such thing as a Revolution in art: there 
is only one eternal art— the Greek-Nordic art, and all 
such terms as 'Dutch Art’, 'Italian Art’ , ‘German 
Art' are merely misleading and just as foolish as it is to 
treat Gothic as an individual form of art— all that is 
simply Nordic-Grcek art and anything which deserves 
the name of art can always only be Nordic-Greek. . . . 
There is no such thing as Chinese or Egyptian art: the 
Chinese or Egyptian peoples were of mixed composition, 
and upon a body belonging to a people of lower race 
there was set a Nordic head which alone created the 
masterpieces which to-day we admire as Chinese or 
Egyptian art. When this thin Nordic upper layer disap- 

1 Speech of to May 1933- t quote the authorized English 
translation in The New Germany desires Work and Peace, p. 32.

* F.Z., 31 July 1933. 1 V.B., ri Nov. 1933.
4 Of. the use of the word Intelligenz in Mein Kampf : see, c.g., 

PP- 243, 3C4, 4S0-1.
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pcnrcd, e.g. the Manchus, then art in those countries 
came to an end.” 1

hi defining the aims and tasks of the nere Government 
in his speech in the Reichstag on 2 j March i ç j j  Hitler 
said:

“ Simultaneously with this political purification of our 
public life, the Government of the Reich will undertake 
a thorough moral purging of the body corporate of the 
nation. The entire educational system, the theatre, the 
cinema, literature, the Press, and the wireless— all these 
will be used as means to this end and valued accordingly. 
They must alt serve for the maintenance of the eternal 
values present in the essentia! character of our people. 
Art will always remain the expression and the reflection 
of the longings and the realities of an era. The neutral 
international attitudeof aloofness is rapidly disappearing. 
Heroism is coming forward passionately and will in 
future shape and lead political destiny. It is the task of 
art to he the expression of this determining spirit of the 
age. Blood and race will once more become the source 
of artistic intuition. It is the task of the Government to 
take measures to secure that, especially at a time -of 
limited political power, the value of man’s inner life and 
a nation’s will to live should find all the more forceful 
cultural expression. This resolve obliges us to regard our 
great past with gratitude and admiration. In all spheres 
of our historical and cultural life the knowledge of our 
tradition must be the pride of the present and must form 
a bridge which shall lead into the future. Respect for the 
great men of the past must once more be hammered 
into the minds of our youth: it must be their sacred 
heritage.” *

* Otto Stresser. MinisUnmcl oder Revolution? pp. 7-8.
1 Gentian Text, Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i (1935),
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A t the Nuremberg Parteitag on l i  September 1935 
Hitler delivered an “ Address on Art and Politics". The 
address seas of great length and there is much repetition in 
it. Some passages which are simply repetitious I  have 
omitted in my translation.

. . At some future date,” Hitler said, “ people will 
be astonished to lind that at the very time when National 
Socialism and its leaders were fighting to a finish a heroic 
struggle for existence— a Itfe-and-death struggle— the 
first impulses were given towards a revival and resurrec­
tion of German art; at this time the political parties were 
crushed, the resistance of the German States was broken, 
and the sovereignty of the Reich was firmly anchored as 
the sole and exclusive authority. While the Centrum 
[the Centre Party] and Marxism, beaten and pursued, 
were given over to annihilation, while the trades unions 
were extinguished and National Socialist ideas and con­
ceptions left the world of visionary schemes and bit by 
bit were brought to realization, there was yet found 
time, in spite of everything, to lay the foundations of the 
temple of the goddess of Art. A  Revolution sweeps over 
the face of the State, and yet at the same time concerns 
itself with sowing the first seeds of a new higher culture. 
And it docs this indeed in no merely negative sense. For 
whatever scores we had to settle with our criminals of 
the world of culture, we did not spend too much time in 
bringing to book these destroyers of our art. From the 
first our determination held the field: we will not let 
ourselves be drawn into endless debates with men who—  
to judge from their achievements— were either fools or 
knaves. In fact we have always regarded the actions of

pp. 2S-9. The translation given above is an adaptation of the 
official English translation published in The Netti Germany desires 
Work and Peace, p. 19.
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the leaders of these cultural Herostratuses* as nothing 
but crimes. Every personal dispute with them must 
therefore have ended in bringing them either into the 
prison or the mad-house according as they really believed 
that these creations of a diseased imagination repre­
sented their own inner experiences or admitted that 
these productions themselves were but a melancholy con­
cession to an equally melancholy fashion. And this \vc 
had determined quite apart from any consideration of 
those Jewish-Bolshevist littérateurs who see in such a 
‘cultural activity' an effective means for producing un­
certainty and instability amongst civilized nations and 
in fact use it for that purpose. We were but the more 
resolved to secure in the new State a positive advance­
ment and treatment of cultural tasks. And we were just 
as firmly determined that Dadaist-Cubists and Futurists 
with their chatter of ‘inner experiences’ or ‘realism’ 
should in no circumstances have any part in this cultural 
renascence. . . . We realized that we had to give to the 
first National State which was purely German in charac­
ter those cultural features which it was destined to bear 
through the centuries to come.”

“T o  this activity of ours at such a time two objections 
have been raised. I need not concern myself with the 
opinion of those hypocrites who, although they realize 
the permanent significance of our cultural plans, through 
their hatred of the German people cannot lose any 
opportunity for criticism. Their rejection of our action 
is its highest recommendation. It is with the objections 
of well-intentioned though narrow-minded folk that I 
would deal. And the first objection is that, however 1

1 Hcrostratus set fire to the temple of Artemis in Ephesus 
(356 D.C.). Under torture he is said to have confessed that he had 
done this m order to make his name immortal. Cf. Vat. Max. viii, 
14, extract 5.
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valuable such efforts might be in other circumstances, 
they arc neitlier necessary nor of pressing urgency to­
day: is not practical work more important, is not the 
satisfaction of the material needs of life for the time 
being of greater moment than the erection of monu­
mental buildings? And the second objection may be 
stated thus: Can we allow ourselves to make sacrifices 
for art when on every hand we arc faced with so much 
poverty and misery? Is not art in the last resort a luxury 
for the few? Ought we not rather to provide for all the 
bread which is a necessity?”

"And to these objections my answer would be: Art 
is not an activity of human life which can be summoned 
at need and at need dismissed or pensioned off. It is 
true that the cultural capacity of a people must either in 
genera! exist or in general be lacking. Art belongs to 
the whole complex of the racial values and gifts of a people. 
But the functional effectiveness of such capacities for 
creative and permanent achievements follows the same 
law of continuous development and growth as every 
other human activity. Just as one cannot suspend for a 
certain period in a people all concern with mathematics 
or with physics without causing a measurable decline in 
the progress of all others who have special capacities in 
the same field, so in the same way one cannot suspend 
cultural activity for a certain period without necessarily 
causing a consequent general cultural retrogression and 
final ruin. Thus, for example, it is impossible to close 
down what is by far the most remarkable artistic creation 
of the post-classical theatre— the opera—for a longer or 
shorter period— but only temporarily— with the view of 
later restoring it once more in its old splendour. And 
that is so not merely because die artistes needed for the 
production of the work of art would no longer be avail­
able— no, the capacity of the public for appreciation of
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the opera needs a continuous care and schooling just as 
much as in the case of the painter.1 That is true for art 
in general. No age can claim u> free itself from its duty 
to foster art; it would lose, did it do so, not only the 
capacity for artistic creation, hut also the capacity to 
understand, to experience art. For both capacities 
are indissolubly connected. The creative artist educates 
and perfects {veredelt) through Ins work the nation’s 
capacity for appreciation, just as conversely the general 
feeling for art thus developed and sustained creates the 
fruitful soil which is the condition for the birth, the 
growth, and the activity of creative forces."

And any such suspension of cultural activity would 
only be the more dangerous when the general political 
and economic distresses of a period imperatively demand 
a reinforcement of a nation’s moral strength. "For it is 
important to understand that the great cultural achieve­
ments of humanity were at all times the highest achieve­
ments of the life of the community. Whether in the 
material or in the purely spiritual sphere, in them is 
incorporated the deepest, the essential force of a people. 
But never is it more necessary to lead a people to this 
unending force of its eternal inner character and being 
than at the time when political or economic cares might 
only too easily weaken its faith in its higher values and 
thus in its mission. When the weak, human spirit, pur­
sued by suffering and anxiety, fails in its faith in the 
greatness and future of its people, then is the moment 
to raise it up anew by pointing to those evidences of the 
inner imperishable and highest value of a people which 
no political or economic distress can destroy. And the 
more the natural claims of a nation’s life are misunder­
stood or suppressed— even denied— the more important 
is it to give to these natural claims the character of a

1 German: der darstellende Künstler.
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higher right through the visible demonstration of a 
people’s higher values which, as the experience of his­
tory shows, still remain after millennia the indestructible 
witnesses not merely of the greatness of a people but at 
the same time also of the people’s moral right to life.” 

‘ ‘Yes, and even if the last living witnesses of such an 
unfortunate people have dosed their mouths in death, 
then the stones will begin to speak. There is hardly a 
people which history finds worthy of a mention for its 
positive achievement which has not in its cultural values 
miseri its own memorial, while to the destroyers of those 
achievements of alien peoples which still have left sur­
viving traces is given only the melancholy statement 
of the bare fact of that destruction. What would the 
Egyptians be without the pyramids and temples, with­
out the adornments of their human life; what would 
the Greeks be without Athens and the Acropolis; what 
Rome without its buildings; what the lines of our Ger­
man Rmperors without their cathedrals and their palaces; 
what our Middle Ages without their civic buildings and 
guild-halls or religions without churches or cathedrals? 
We should not know that there was once a Maya people, 
or should regard that fact as of no account, were it not 
that to the astonishment of our own age the mighty 
ruins of the cities of such legendary peoples ever awake 
afresh the notice and arouse and hold the interest of 
researchers. No; no people lives longer than the evi­
dences of its civilization {Kultur) 1”

And in times of economic and political confusion and 
distress nothing can better bring to a people’s conscious­
ness that this confusion and distress arc but a passing 
suffering than to hold before it “ the imperishable 
creative force of the nation— its greatness and signifi­
cance. That force can give a people its fairest consola­
tion, since it raises it above the weakness of the moment,
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just as it raises it above the worthlessness of its perse­
cutors. And, even when conquered, such a people 
through its immortal achievements arises in the judge­
ment of history, even after its defeat, as the true victor 
over its foes.”

“ The objection that only a small p3rt of a people can 
understand and take its share in artistic experience and 
thus be interested in art is false. For with equal justice 
one could represent anv oilier activity in a people's life 
as unimportant, since the people as a whole seems to 
have no direct share in it. Will anyone maintain, for 
example, that the mass of a nation takes any direct part 
in the supreme achievements of chemistry, physics, or 
generally in any of the other supreme expressions of life 
or of the sciences? I am on the contrary convinced that 
art, since it forms the most uncorrupted, the most imme­
diate reflection of the life of the people's soul, exercises 
unconsciously by far the greatest direct influence upon 
the masses of the peoples, but always subject to one 
condition: that it draws a true picture of that life and 
of the inborn capacities of a people and does not distort 
them. This gives us a sure clue in judging the worth or 
the worthlessness of an art. Perhaps the most devasta­
ting condemnation of the entire Dadaistic artistic activity 
of the last decades is to be found in the fact that the 
overwhelming majority of the people did not merely 
reject it but in the end ceased to show any interest for 
this kind of Jcwish-Bolshcvistic mockery of art.”

“ The sole remaining admirers who still perhaps more 
or less honestly believed in these follies were at last their 
manufacturers. In such circumstances the circle of those 
within a people who are interested in art could not well 
be smaller— it embraces the imbecile degenerates who, 
thank God, arc still in the minority as well as those forces 
which are interested in the destruction of the nation__ ”
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“ Just as from the number of creative artists it is 
always but few who reach the peak of human achieve­
ment, so the ultimate understanding of art cannot be 
shared by all alike. But the way towards this height, no 
matter at what stage understanding reaches its limit, 
can always fill everyone with deep inner satisfaction.” 

“ The National Socialist Movement, if it is in the right 
in attributing to itself a revolutionary significance, is 
hound to strive by every means to transform its pre­
sumptuous view into a claim which shall be justified by 
its creative achievement: its task is to bring the people 
to a conviction of its general and of its special higher 
mission through demonstrating its supreme cultural en­
dowments and the visible outcome of these endowments. 
In this way its own work and struggle will be rendered 
only the easier since it will increase the people’s under­
standing for the greatness of its aims through the pro­
found effect which has always been produced by great 
cultural achievements and especially by achievements in 
the field of architecture. He who would educate a people 
to be proud of itself must give to it visible ground for 
pride. The work and the sacrifices which went to the 
building of the Parthenon were given once for all, but 
the pride of Greece for such a masterpiece was con­
tinuous; the admiration of contemporaries and of pos­
terity will hardly ever be extinguished. One anxious 
wish and one alone must therefore fill the hearts of us 
all— that Providence may grant to us the great masters 
who shall echo in music the emotions of our soul, who 
shall immortalize them in stone. We know that here 
more than elsewhere the bitter saying is proved true: 
‘many think themselves to be called, but few are chosen.' 
But since wc are convinced that in the sphere of politics 
we have truly expressed the character and the vital will 
of our people, we believe also in our capacity to recognize
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and I Inis to find the corresponding cultural complement. 
We shall discover and encourage the artists who are able 
to impress upon the State of the Get man people the 
cultural stamp of the Germanie race which will be valid 
for all time.11'

The second objection— that art is a luxury which 
ought not to be indulged while material needs are still 
unsatisfied— could have been raised at any time, for 
poverty and distress were always present. Would distress 
cease if these artistic achievements were not attempted? 
No, “ if mankind had not ennobled its existence through 
great creative efforts it would never have found the 
ladder which points from the material distress of primi­
tive existence to a higher humanity. But it is this which 
in the end lends to an order of society in which the 
great eternal values of a people become visibly recog­
nizable and which clearly suggests the care for the life 
of the community and consequently regard for the life 
of the individual. Thus the less care a people gives to 
art, the lower in most eases is its general standard of 
life, and as a result the greater is the distress of its 
citizens.“  . . . Art is not lite expression of any capitalistic 
tendency: “on the contrary, all man’s great cultural 
creations have arisen as creative achievements out of a 
community-consciousness and therefore in their origin 
and in the picture which they present they are die ex­
pression of the soul and the ideals of the community. It 
is thus no chance that all great communities which are 
inspired by a Weltanschauung tend to immortalize them­
selves through great cultural creations. And those ages 
marked by profound religious feeling and most widely 
withdrawn from a material outlook could point to the 
greatest cultural creations, while on the other hand the

1 The German text has ah tintiti seit los g ill  tige», ì.e. the State. I 
think we should read ah einen . . .  i.c. Stempel, und translate as ahove.
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Jews, infected through and through with capitalism and 
acting in its spirit, never possessed an art of their own 
and never will possess such an an. Although over long 
periods this people more than others often had at its 
disposal vast individual fortunes and material wealth, it 
could never rise to the production of a style of its own 
either in architecture or in music, liven for the building 
of its Temple in Jerusalem it owed the final plan to the 
help of foreign architects just as to-day the erection of 
most of its synagogues is entrusted to German, French, 
or Italian craftsmen!"

"I am therefore convinced that but a few years of 
National Socialist leadership of the people and the State 
will give to the German people in the sphere of cultural 
achievements more and greater works than have the 
recent decades of the Jewish régime taken together” . . . .

And from the purely material point of view whatever 
the erection of these masterpieces may have cost was 
repaid in wages while "by the circuitous path of a general 
ennoblement of human nature the whole standard of 
living was raised. The general self-consciousness of the 
people was also raised and thereby the individual capa­
city for achievement was increased. For this to be true 
one condition is essential: art must be the Prophetess of 
Sublimity and Beauty and thus sustain that which is at 
once natural and healthy. If art does this, then no sacri­
fice in its behalf is too great; if it docs not, then every 
mark spent upon it Ì8 money squandered. For in that 
case art is not an element of health and therefore a con­
structive element, a source of new life, but a sign of 
degeneration and downfall. That which poses as a reve­
lation of the ‘cult of the Primitive’ is not the expression 
of a naïve, unspoiled soul but of a degeneracy which is 
utterly corrupt and diseased. He who would seek to 
excuse the pictures and the sculptures— to take a par-
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ticularly flagrant example — of our Dadaisls, Cubists and 
Futurists or of our vainglorious Impressionists by a 
reference to the form of expression of primitive folk has 
not got a suspicion of the fact that it is not the function 
of art to remind men of the forms taken by degeneracy 
but rather to combat those forms by pointing to that 
which is eternally healthy, eternally beautiful. When 
destroyers of art of this type presume to desire to give 
expression to ‘the Primitive’ in the consciousness of a 
people tiiey should remind themselves that our people 
at least, some thousands of years ago, had already long 
grown out of such ‘Primitivism’, Our people not only 
rejects this nuisance, but it regards its manufacturers as 
incapables, cheats or madmen; and, in the Third Reich, 
we have no longer any intention to let these last loose 
on the people."

And if it be pleaded that this was the only means of 
attracting public attention, we say that this is but evi­
dence of lack of character in the artists, and fifteen years 
ago \vc set ourselves in the political sphere to oppose 
just the same tendencies. "Our sympathy and our 
respect are reserved for those men who in other fields 
had the courage not to bow before the canaille or to pay 
their respects to the Bolshevist madness, but who with 
brave heart and with faith in a mission fought openly 
and honourably for that mission.’’

"And we would ask to be spared the objection that it 
is the function of art to be the servant of reality; that 
art must therefore contemplate and reproduce not 
merely that which is pleasant in the life of man, but also 
the unpleasant, it must represent not merely the beauti­
ful, but also the ugly. Certainly art has always treated 
the tragic problems of life, it lias shown and used for 
its creations the tensions between Good and Evil, i.e. 
between the useful and the harmful, but never in order
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to allow the harmful to triumph, but rather to prove the 
necessity of the useful. It is not the function of art to 
wallow in dirt for dirt’s sake, never its task to paint men 
only in the state of decomposition, to draw cretins as 
the symbol of motherhood, to picture hunch-backed 
idiots as representatives of manly strength.”

For such “ artists”  the time is past. And in becoming 
ever harder and more rigorous in our rejection, we are 
convinced that we are making no mistake. For he who 
lias been chosen by Providence to give to that innermost 
character of a people, which remains eternally healthy, 
an external expression, visible in vital activity, will never 
find the way to such aberrations. And let no one talk 
of a “ threat to the freedom of art” . Just as one does 
not permit to a murderer the right to slay the body of 
Elis fellow man for fear of having to interfere with his 
freedom, so it is out of the question to concede to another 
the right to kill the soul of a people solely in order that 
no check may be placed upon his dirty and ungoverned 
fancy.

"W e realize that the cultural creations of our day, 
especially in the field of architecture, must be as immor­
tal in the feeling for the beauty of their proportions and 
relations as they are fitted to our own time in adaptation 
to their purpose and in regard for the materials employed 
in their construction. But there is hardly any word 
which in this sphere is used with greater absurdity than 
the word ‘practical’.1 All really great architects have 
built ‘practically’, i.e. they realized in their buildings the 
practical conditions and expectations of their day. It is 
true that these practical— but often all too human—  
requirements were not always regarded as of the same 
significance, and in consequence were treated differently. 
It is a fundamental mistake to think, for example, that 

1 G e r m a n :  uiditich—'realist' or 'practical'.
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such an architect ns Schinkel' could not have constructed 
a modern water-closet adapted for its practical purpose: 
one lias to remember that in ihe first place men’s views 
of hygiene were different then from those of to-day, and 
secondly that the same importance was not in general 
attributed to such tilings as at present. But it is a still 
greater mistake to think that a modern building which 
is artistically satisfying cannot at the same time also 
solve in masterly fashion the problems presented by 
those features which are now regarded as essential.” 

l<It is no question of any special endowment in an 
artist, it is a condition which may he taken as a matter 
of course from the outset that he can satisfy the primi­
tive general demand that a building should serve those 
special and subordinate purposes for which it is created; 
the decisive point always remains— that the artist should 
give to the main purpose which as a whole the building 
is to serve a form which corresponds with that purpose 
and brings it into clear expression.”

“ Il I continually put architectural problems into the 
foreground when 1 speak on cultural subjects, that is 
because they lie nearest my heart, since for us they are 
the most pressing. If fate denied to us to-day a great 
composer or a great painter or sculptor wc might per­
haps, though wc could not make good the lack, at least 
in some measure counter it through the care bestowed 
on what the past has given us. The nation can point to 
such immeasurably great achievements of eternal value 
in these spheres of art that it might for a time be content 
with guarding them carefully. But in architecture our 
hand is forced by the fact that wc need great buildings 
and their erection cannot be postponed. Our purposes 
demand their fulfilment and, further, if we did not begin

1 Karl Friedrich Schinkel (1781-1841), Prussian architect, 
responsible for several w ell-known buildings in and near Berlin.
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the tusk, the capacity of our craftsmen would slowly 
die out.”

After a period of great artistic confusion there is a 
danger that vve should relapse into a senseless and soul­
less imitation of the past. "A t the present moment the 
most important point would appear to me to be that we 
should make a distinction between the erection of public 
monumental buildings and private building. The build­
ing created by the people as a whole must worthily 
represent those who commissioned it— the whole people 
— and must be a striking realization of the purposes set 
before (he architect."

That aim cannot be reached either by an obtrusive 
extravagance or by a false "modesty” which often only 
serves to veil incapacity. "Buildings must speak for 
themselves. Buildings are not erected to give excuse for 
tlie writing of a literary treatise, nor can a bad building 
be transformed into a good one by any such long- 
winded loquacity. The true architect will first pro­
foundly comprehend the purpose of the task set and will 
then intuitively discover the solution which can give the 
most striking external expression of that purpose; he 
wilt produce the building without attaching to it any 
philosophical disquisition on the way in which it is to be 
used” — a theatre, for example, will immediately and 
without question declare itself through its external form 
to be a theatre, "it will not create the impression of a 
Greek temple, a romantic castle, or a corn-silo. The 
architect will not hesitate to use modem building­
materials or to employ them for artistic effect, just as 
he will without hesitation return to those elements of 
form which in the past were invented by the genius of a 
race similar to his own and which can now be still further 
developed or perfected or which can be regarded as the 
indispensable syllables of the language of architecture.”
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“ It is the mark of the really gifted artist that he can 
express new thoughts with words that have already been 
coined. And in addition to this there remains a number 
of modern tasks for which the past provides no examples 
and no models. It is precisely in these tasks that an 
opportunity is offered to the really gifted genius to enlarge 
art's form-language. He will unite this aim and task 
with the materials which the present gives to his hand, 
and thus seek that synthesis which, outpacing the 
mathematical understanding, in its clear realization of 
its purpose can rightly be regarded as a veritable intuition 
and thus deserves the name of art. Always the standard 
to be applied in the judgement of beauty will lie in the 
conscious and dearest adaptation to the purposed end; 
to find this is the task of the artist. T o feel this, to under­
stand it, to appraise its value” is the task of those respon­
sible for the placing of commissions for the erection of 
public buildings.1 And in giving out such commissions 
and in their execution it must never be forgotten that 
these buildings arc indeed intended to serve immediate 
purposes, but that they have also a lasting, a timeless 
significance; they must possess an eternal value (Ewig­
keitswert). “ It is impossible to give to a people a strong 
sense of its stability if the great buildings erected by 
the community as a whole are not essentially superior to 
those which owe their origin and maintenance in a 
lesser or greater degree to the capitalistic interests of 
individuals” . . . .

“That which gave to the cities of antiquity and of the 
Middle Ages their characteristic features, those features 
which are most worthy of our admiration and our love, 
was not the greatness of the houses of their private *

* German ; die Aufgabe jener, die als Iiattherrcn die Verant­
wortung tragen für die Stellung und Vergebung der öjjentlidten 
Aufträge.
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citizens but rather those evidences of the life of the com­
munity which towered high above them. It was not 
these public buildings which had to be sought out with 
difficulty, but the buildings of private citizens which lay 
deep down in their shadow. So long as the characteristic 
features of the great cities of our day, the outstanding 
points which catch the eye, arc warehouses, bazaars, 
hotels, offices in the form of sky-scrapcrs, &c., there can 
be no talk of art or of any real culture. Here it would 
he heiter to withdraw modestly into simplicity. Un­
fortunately in a bourgeois age the architectural develop­
ment in public life was sacrificed to objects serving 
private capitalistic enterprise. The great task in the 
history of culture which lies before National Socialism 
consists above all in abandoning this tendency."

"But it is not only artistic but also political considera­
tions which must constrain us, as we look on the great 
models of the past, to give to the new Reich a worthy 
cultural incorporation. Nothing is better calculated to 
reduce to silence the small carping critic than the eternal 
language of great art. Before the expressions of such 
great art the millennia make their obeisance in awed 
stillness. May God grant to us the greatness so to con­
ceive our tasks that they may not fall short of the great­
ness of the nation. That is indeed no easy undertaking."

"What our people during the history of two thousand 
years has achieved in heroic greatness is numbered 
amongst the mightiest experiences of mankind. There 
were centuries during which in Germany, as in the rest 
of Europe, the works of art corresponded with this 
greatness of the human soul. The lonely sublimity of our 
cathedrals gives us an incomparable standard by which 
to judge of the truly monumental cultural outlook of 
those ages. They compel us to pass from admiration of 
their work to pay our tribute of profound respect to

KULTUR
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the generations which were capable of planning and 
of realizing such great conceptions."

"Since that day our people has risen and fallen in the 
play of the waves of destiny. We ourselves were witness 
of a heroism which set the world at defiance, of deepest 
despair, of a shattering discomfiture. Through us and 
in us the nation lias risen again. When we to-day sum­
mon German art to new, great tasks, we would conceive 
of illese tasks not merely as the fulfilment of the wishes 
and hopes of the present, but in the spirit of a millennial 
inheritance. In doing homage to this eternal national 
genius we summon into our present world the great spirit 
of the creative force of the past. And men will grow up 
to the stature demanded bv such higher tasks and we 
have no right to doubt that if the Almighty gives us the 
courage to demand immortal achievement lie  will give 
to our people the strength to create that which shall be 
immortal. Our cathedrals are witness to the greatness 
of the past; the greatness of the present will one day be 
measured by those creations of eternal value which it 
leaves as its legacy. Only so will Germany experience a 
new flowering of its art, only so will our people gain the 
consciousness of a higher destiny!"1

This should be compared with Hitler's speech delivered 
tehcu, on r8 July 1937, he opened the House oj German Art 
in Munich which was to tahe the place of the former ‘ ‘ Glass 
Palace". In the collapse of Germany after the War, he 
said, the economic decline had been generally felt, the 
political decline had been denied by many, the cultural 
decline had not even been observed by the majority of 
the people. It was an age of phrases and catchwords: in 
the economic sphere the hard facts of misery and unem­
ployment deprived these phrases of their force: in the

1 Deutsche Allgemein* Zeitung, 13 Sept. 1035.
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political sphere such phrases as “ international solidarity” 
had more success and veiled from the German people the 
extent of the political collapse. But in the long run the 
failure of the Parliamentary-Democratic form of govern­
ment, copied from the West— a West which regardless of 
this democratic form still continued to extort from Ger­
many whatever there remained to extort— defeated the 
phrase-mongers. Far more lasting waa the effect of these 
phrases in the cultural field where they resulted in a 
complete confusion concerning the essential character of 
culture. Here the influence of the Jews was paramount 
and through their control of the Press they were able to 
intimidate those who desired to champion "the normal 
sound intelligenccand instinct of men” . Art wassaidtobc 
“ an international experience” , and thus all comprehension 
of its intimate association with a people w'as stifled : it was 
said that there was no such thing as the art of a people or, 
better, of a race: there was only the art of a certain period. 
Thus it was not Greeks who created the art of Greece, 
Romans the art of Rome, &c.— a particular period had 
found in each art its expression. Art is a “ time-condi­
tioned phenomenon” . So to-day there is not a German 
or a French art, but a “ modern art” . This is to reduce 
an to the level of fashions in dress, with the motto 
"Every year something fresh”— Impressionism, Futur­
ism, Cubism, perhaps also Dadaism. These newly created 
art phrases would be comic, if they were not tragic.

The result was uncertainty in judgements passed on 
art and the silencing of those who might otherwise have 
protested against this Kulturbokcheurismus, while the 
Press continued to poison our sound appreciation of art. 
And just as in fashions one must wear "modern” clothes 
whether they are beautiful or not, so the great masters 
of the past were decried. But true art is and remains 
eternal, it docs not follow die taw of the season’s fashions:
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its effect is that of a revelation arising from the depths 
of the essential character of a people which successive 
generations can inherit. But those who do not create for 
eternity do not readily talk of eternities: they seek to 
dim the radiance of these giants who reach out of the 
past into the future in order that contemporaries may 
discover their own tiny flames. These facile daubers in 
art' are but the products of a day: yesterday, non­
existent: to-day, modern: to-morrow, out of date. The 
Jewish discovery that art was just the affair of a period 
was for them a Godsend : theirs could be the art o f the 
present time. Theirs was a small art— small in form and 
substance— and at the same time intolerant of the masters 
of the past and the rivals of the present. There was a 
conspiracy of incapacity and mediocrity against belter 
work of any age. The new rich, itaving no judgement of 
their own in art matters, accepted these artists at their 
own valuation. It was only an attraction that these works 
of art were difficult to understand and on that account 
very costly: no one wished to admit lack of comprehen­
sion or insufficient means! And if one docs not oneself 
understand, probably one’s neighbour will not either, 
and he will admire one’s comprehension of obscurity.

For this “ modern art" National Socialism desires to 
substitute a “ German" art and an eternal art. This 
House of German Art is designed for the art o f the 
German people— not for an international art. “ The 
people in the flux of phenomena is the one constant 
point.1 It is that which is abiding and permanent, and 
therefore art as the expression of the essential character 
of the abiding people must be an eternal monument, 
itself abiding and permanent; there can be therefore no 
standard of yesterday and to-day, of modern or un-

1 G e n u  an  ; diem leichte Kuntltchmierantentum.
1 G e r m o n :  der ruhende Pol.
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modern: there can be only the standard of ‘valueless1 or 
‘valuable’, of ‘eternal’ or 'transitory'.”  “ And therefore 
in speaking of German art I shall see the standard for 
that art in the German people, in its character and life, 
in its feeling, its emotions and its development.”

From the history of the development of our people we 
know that it is composed of a number of more or less 
distinct races which in the course of millennia through 
the formative influence of a certain outstanding racial 
kernel produced that mixture which we see before us in 
our people to-day. This force which formed the people 
in time past and which still to-day continues that forma­
tive activity lies in the same Aryan branch of mankind 
which we recognize not only as the support of our own 
civilization but of the earlier civilizations of the ancient 
world.

The way in which our people was composed has 
produced the many-sidedness of our own cultural de­
velopment, but as we look upon the final result of this 
process we cannot but wish for an art which may corre­
spond to the increasing homogeneity of our racial com­
position, and thus present in itself the characteristics òf 
unity and homogeneity. Many attempts have been made 
through the centuries to define what "to be German” 
really means. I would not seek to give an explanation in 
the first instance. I would rather state a law— a law 
previously expressed by a great German : "T o be German 
is to be clear” , and that means that to be German is to 
be logical and true. It is this spirit which has always lived 
in our people, which has inspired painters, sculptors, 
architects, thinkers, poets, and above all our musicians. 
When on 6 June 1931 the Glass Palace was burned down 
there perished with it an immortal treasure of German 
art. The artists were called Romantics, and yet they 
were but die finest representatives of that German search
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for the real and true character of our people, for an 
honest and decent expression of this law of life divined 
by our people. For it was not only their choice of subject 
which was decisive but the dear and simple mode of 
rendering these sentiments. Many of their original works 
are lost, we possess only copies or reproductions, but the 
works of these masters arc removed by a great gulf from 
the pitiable products of our modern so-called “ creative 
artists’*. These masters felt themselves to be Germans, 
and consequently they created works which should be 
valued as long as there should be a German people to 
appreciate them. But these modern works wc would also 
preserve as documents illustrating the depths of that 
decline into which the people had fallen. The Exhibition 
of the “Art of the Decline” is intended as a useful 
lesson.

During the long years in which I planned the forma­
tion of a new Reich I gave much thought to the tasks 
which would await us in the cultural cleansing of the 
people’s life: there was to be a cultural renascence as welt 
as a political and economic reform. I was convinced that 
peoples which have been trodden underfoot by the whole 
world of their day have all the greater duty consciously 
to assert their own value before their oppressors, and 
there is no prouder proof of the highest rights of a people 
to its own life than immortal cultural achievements. I 
was therefore always determined that if fate should one 
day give us power I would discuss these matters with no 
one but would form my own decisions, for it is not given 
to all to have an understanding for tasks as great as these. 
Amongst the plans which floated before me in my mind 
both during the War and after the collapse was the idea 
of building a great new exhibition palace in Munich; 
and many years ago I thought of the place where the 
building now stands. In 1931 I feared that I should be
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anticipated and thaï the “men of November" would 
erect an exhibition building. Plans indeed were produced 
for an edifice which might well have served for n railway 
station or a swimming-bath. Butwhen we came to power 
in 1933 the plan had not been executed: the erection of 
the bn titling was left to the Third Reich. And the 
building is so unique, so individual that it cannot be 
compared with any tiling else: it is a true monument for 
this city and more than that— for German art. [Hitler 
here spoke in detail of the tcorh of Professor Ludwig Trdost 
and (after his death) of Professar Gall, the architects.] It 
represents a turning-point, the first of the newr buildings 
which will take their place amongst the immortal achieve­
ments of German artistic life.

But the Mouse is not enough: it must house an Exhibi­
tion, and if now I venture to speak of art I can claim a 
title to rio so from the contribution which I myself have 
made to the restoration of German art. For our modern 
German State that I with my associates have created has 
alone brought into existence the conditions for a new, 
vigorous flowering of art. It is not Bolshevist art- 
collectors or their henchmen who have laid the founda­
tions: we have provided vast sums for the encouragement 
of art, wc have set before art itself great, new tasks. As in 
politics, so in German art-life: we arc determined to make 
a dean sweep of phrases. Capacity (Könne») is the neces­
sary qualification if an artist wishes his work to be ex­
hibited here. People have attempted to recommend 
modern art by saying that it is the expression of a new 
3ge: but art docs not create a new age, it is the general 
life of peoples which fashions itself anew and therefore 
often seeks after a new expression. A new epoch is not 
created by littérateurs but by the fighters, those who 
really fashion and lead peoples, who thus make history. 
It is either impudent effrontery or a comprehensible
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stupidity to exhibit to the folk of to-day works which 
perhaps ten or twenty thousand years ago might have been 
made by a man of the Stone Age. They talk of primitive 
art, but they forget that it is not the function of art to 
retreat backwards from the stage of development which 
a people has already reached: its sole function must be 
to symbolise that development.

The new age of to-day is at work on a new human type. 
Men and women are to be more healthy, stronger: there 
is a new feeling of life, a new joy in life. Never was 
humanity in its external appearance and in its frame of 
mind nearer to the ancient world than it is to-day. Hitler 
spoke of the Olympic Games, of sport, of the radiant, 
proud bodily vigour of youth. This, my good prehistoric 
art-stutterers, is the type of the new age : and what do you 
manufacture? Misformed cripples and cretins, women 
who inspire only disgust, men who are more like wild 
beasts, children who, were they alive, must be regarded 
as cursed of God. And let no one say to me that that is 
how these artists see things. From the pictures sent in 
for exhibition it is clear that the eye of some men shows 
them things otherwise than os they are— tiiat there really 
arc men who on principle fed meadows to be blue, the 
heaven green, clouds sulphur-yellow—or as they perhaps 
prefer to say “ experience” them thus. I need not ask 
whether they really do sec or fed things in this way, but 
in the name of the German people I have only to prevent 
these pitiable unfortunates who clearly suffer from defects 
of vision from attempting with violence to persuade con­
temporaries by their chatter that these faults of observation 
are indeed realities or from presenting them as ‘'Art” . 
Here only two possibilities are open: either these “artists” 
do really sec things in this way and believe in that which 
they represent— then one has but to ask how the defect 
in vision arose, and if it is hereditary the Minister for the
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Interior will have to see to it that so ghastly a defect of 
vision shall not be allowed to perpetuate itself— or if they 
do not believe in the reality of such impressions but seek 
on other grounds to impose upon the nation by this 
humbug, then it is a matter for a criminal court. There 
is no place for such works in this building. The industry 
of architects and workmen was not spent to house can­
vases which were daubed over in five hours, the painters 
being assured that the boldness of the pricing could not 
fail to produce its effect, that the canvas would be hailed 
as the most brilliant lightning-birth of a genius. No, 
they can be left to cackle over each other’s eggs!

The artist does not create for the artist: he creates for 
the people and we will see to it that henceforth the people 
will be called in to judge its art. No one must say that 
the people has no understanding for a really valuable 
enrichment of its cultural life. Before the critics did 
justice to the genius of a Richard Wagner he had the 
people on his side, while the people has had nothing to 
do with so-called “ modern art” . The people regarded 
this art as the outcome of an impudent and unashamed 
arrogance or of a simply shocking lack of skill ; it felt that 
tliis art-stammer— these achievements which might have 
been produced by untalcnted children of from eight to 
ten years old— could never be valued as an expression of 
our own times or of the German future. When we know 
to-day that the development of millions of years repeats 
itself in every individual compressed into a few decades, 
then this art, we realize, is not “ modern” ; it is on the 
contrary in the highest degree “archaic” , far older 
probably than the Stone Age. The people when it passes 
through these galleries will recognize in me its own 
spokesman and counsellor: it will draw a sigh of relief 
and express its glad agreement with this purification of 
art. And that is decisive: an art which cannot count on
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the readiest and most intimate agreement of the great 
mass of the people, an art which musi rely upon the 
support of small cliques is intolerable. Such an art does 
hut endeavour to confuse, instead of gladly reinforcing, 
the sure and healthy instinct of a people. The artist 
cannot stand aloof from his people. This exhibition is 
but a beginning, yet the end of the artistic stultification 
of Germany has begun. Now is the opportunity for 
youth to start its industrious apprenticeship, and when 3 
sacred conscientiousness at last comes to its own, then I 
doubt not that the Almighty from the mass of these 
decent creators of art will once more raise up individuals 
to the eternal starry heaven of the imperishable God- 
favoured artists of the great periods. We believe that 
especially to-day when in so many spheres the highest 
individual achievements are being manifested so also in 
art the highest value of personality will once again assert 
itself.1

In his speech at the KuUuriugnug of the Nuremberg 
Parteitag of 1937 Hitler said:

“ There is thus no great epoch in the life of peoples in 
which the interests of the community have not sought 
to win commanding significance through tire impression 
produced by the sight of great architectural monuments. 
The achievements and the results inspired by this 
ambition have above all else mediated to humanity the 
true community spirit and have thus secured the condi­
tions for the creation and the maintenance of human 
civilization. That civilization was never born of the busy 
striving of economic interests for profit and dividends. 
This stress laid upon life in community through the 
erection of great architectural monuments has contributed

> V.O„ 19 July 1937.
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to establish an authority without which there can be no 
lasting community, no economic life of a society. 
Whether that authority is rooted in religious or civil 
organizations it matters not. At least in the twentieth 
century the authority which rescued the German people 
from collapse, which snatched it back from the chaos 
of Bolshevism, was not the authority of any economic 
association, it was the authority of the National Socialist 
Movement, of the National Socialist Party, and ulti­
mately of the National Socialist State. Opponents may 
have a dim consciousness of the fact, but it is essential 
that our adherents should know that our buildings are 
arising in order to strengthen thisauthority. Thebuildings 
which you sec rising in this city, the buildings already 
erected, in process of erection, or planned in other places 
- -for example, in Berlin, or Munich, or Hamburg— they 
are intended to serve the interests of this authority. That 
is the purpose (Tendenz) which is the fundamental motive 
for the erection of these buildings. And since we believe 
in the eternity of this Reich— so far as we, with our 
human standards, can count in such terms— these works 
of ours shall also be eternal, that is to say that not only in 
the greatness of their conception but in their clarity of 
plan, in the harmony of their relations they shall satisfy 
the requirements of eternity.1*

“ The small needs of daily life, they have changed 
through the millennia and they will continue to change 
eternally. But the great evidences of human civiliza­
tion in granite and marble they stand through the 
millennia, and they alone are a truly stable pole in the 
flux of all other phenomena. In them, in periods of 
decline, humanity has ever sought and found afresh the 
eternal, magic strength which should enable it to master 
confusion, to restore out of chaos a new order. There­
fore these buildings of ours should not be conceived for
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the year 1940, no, not for the year 2000, but like the 
cathedrals of our past they shall stretch into the mil­
lennia of the future.”

"And if it is the will of God that the poets and singers 
of to-day must be fighters, yet to this generation of 
fighters He has given the architects anti they shall see 
to it that the success of this fight shall find its confirma­
tion in the documents of a great, a unique art.”

"T his the little minds may not understand, but then 
they have never understood our whole fight. This may 
embitter our foes, but this hate has never yet prevented t 
our success, ßut the day will come when men will 
understand in complete clarity how great the blessing 
is which radiates into the centuries from these mighty 
buildings of this period when history is in the malting. 
For it is precisely these buildings which will co-operate 
to unify our people political I v more closely than ever and 
to strengthen it: for the Germans as a society these 
buildings will inspire a proud consciousness that each 
and all belong together; they will prove how ridiculous 
in our social life are all earthly differences when faced 
with these mighty, gigantic witnesses to the life which 
wc share as a community; they will by their effect upon 
the minds of men fill the citizens of our people with a 
limitless self-confidence as tiiey remember that they are 
Germans.”

"These mighty w'orks will at the same time represent 
the most lofty justification of the political strength of the 
German nation. This State must not be a Power without 
culture, nor must its force be without beauty. For even 
the armament of a people is morally justified only when 
that armament serves as shield and sword of a higher 
mission. We do not strive for the rude violence of a 
Gengis Khan, but for a Reich of power whose form is 
a strong community, with its welfare and protection
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secured, its pcopie the bearers and guardians of a higher 
cultu rc,” 1

In the same speech Hitler attacked the dreamers who 
extolled the beauty of “ freedom’' and “ heroism" but 
who bated those who had realized the truth that freedom 
could be won only by fighting. “ The weapons of these 
bourgeois singers of freedom were, at worst, only pen 
and ink. But from the National Socialists a thousand 
privations were demanded. From their struggles alone 
real freedom gradually came, a freedom which was not 
a result of poetical effusions but the outcome of hard 
political fights, and those fights did not consist of essays 
or leading articles: their elements were events which 
have their secure place in history, which wore in truth 
achievements.” . . . "History, it is certain, will take as 
its standard only the accomplished fact: in other words, 
what is decisive in history is not political aims or theo­
retical discussion but political achievement, and that 
means action. So it is in the sphere of cultural develop­
ment. Just as political regeneration comes not through 
a literary treatment of the theme but only through posi­
tive achievement, so a cultural renascence cannot spend 
its force in leading articles, in art criticism, in discus­
sions, and treatises on art: it must lead to a positive 
cultural achievement". , . .

“ The great work of art bears in itself an absolute 
value. This value will not be measured by the standard 
of a theory which is more or less governed by temporary 
conditions and which has no concern whatever with the 
work of art as such. In general if every generation were 
to claim the right simply to abolish works of art repre­
senting the politics, the Weltanschauung, or the religious 
views of the past, then assuredly every political revolu­
tion would immediately involve the destruction of the 

1 V.B., 9 Sept. 1937.
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civilization which itaci grown to greatness in different 
political surroundings. But this would be just as sense­
less as it would be on the basis of National Socialist 
economic theory to destroy all material values which 
under modes of thought which were not National 
Socialist had been created and stored up during the 
course of centuries.**

"Above all, however, it is in general futile to attempt 
to belittle art through literature, through speech or 
through writing; art can be superseded only by higher 
achievement— music by better music, poetry by better 
poetry, and so o n .. . . Never can it be superseded merely 
by literary treatises! For were this possible, one could 
simply without more ado tear from a people’s possession 
its cultural achievements without providing any substi­
tute in its place. . . , The supreme law, then, in any 
appreciation of art is the clutv to exercise the greatest 
tolerance towards the truly great cultural creations of 
the past. A time which is itself great can allow itself to 
treat, both politically and culturally, the work of its 
ancestors with that respect with which it desires that its 
own age shall one day be honoured by posterity."1

In his speech at the Ku/turtagung, delivered in Nurem­
berg on 6 September 1938, Hitler said that the achieve­
ments of the Third Reich in the economic and social 
spheres were gradually coming to be recognized and en­
vied by the democratic plutocracies. “ The only sphere in 
which the Jewish international newspapers still to-day 
think that they can attack the new Reich is the cultural 
sphere. Here they attempt, by a constant appeal to the 
sentimentality— untroubled by airy sort of knowledge—  
of the. world-citizens of democracy to bewail the down­
fall of German culture: in other words, they lament the 

1 V .B., 9 Sept. 1937.

596



KULTUR

commercial closing-down of those elements which, as the 
heralds and exponents of the November Republic, forced 
their cultural characteristics, as unnatural as they were 
deplorable, upon the period between the two Empires; 
and which have now phived out their role for good and 
all” ___

“ Fortunately, however, despite the short time which 
the National Socialist leadership has been able to allot 
to works of culture, positive facts, here too, speak louder 
than any negative criticism. We Germans can to-day 
speak with justice of a new awakening of our cultural life, 
which finds its confirmation not in mutual compliments 
and literary phrases, but rather in positive evidences of 
cultural creative force. German architecture, sculpture, 
painting, drama, and the rest bring to-day documentary 
proof of a creative period in art, which for richness and 
impetuosity has rarely been matched in the course of 
human history. And although the Jewish-democratic 
Press magnates in their effrontery even to-day seek 
brazenly to turn these facts upside down, we know that 
the cultural achievements of Germany will in a few years 
have won from the world respect and appreciation far 
more unstinted even than that which they now accord 
to our work in the material field. The buildings which 
are arising in the Reich to-day will speak a language that 
endures, a language, above all, more compelling than 
the Yiddish gabblings of the democratic, international 
judges of our culture. What the fingers of these poor 
wretches have penned or are penning the world will—  
perhaps unfortunately— forget, as it has forgotten so 
much else. But the gigantic works of the Third Reich 
are a token of its cultural renascence and shall one day 
belong to the inalienable cultural heritage of the Western 
world, just as the great cultural achievements of this 
world in the past belong to us to-day.”
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“ Moreover, it is naturally not decisive what attitude, 
if any, foreign peoples take towards our works of culture, 
for we have no doubt that cultural creative work, since 
it is the most sensitive expression of a talent conditioned 
bv blood, cannot be understood, far less appreciated, by 
individuals or races who are not of the same or related 
blood. Therefore we do not trouble in any way to make 
German art and culture suit the tastes of international 
Jewry.”

Later in the speech, Hiller spoke of art as the demonstra­
tion of the ideals of an age, whether religious, cultural, 
or political. “ The art of Greece is not merely a formal 
reproduction of the Greek mode of life, of the land­
scapes and inhabitants of Greece; no, it is a proclamation 
of the Greek body and of the essential Greek spirit. 
It does not make propaganda for an individual work, for 
the subject, or for the artist; it makes propaganda for 
the Greek world as such, which confronts us in Hellenism. 
A cultural ideal stands before us which even to-day, 
thanks to its art and to our own origin which relates us 
to it by our blood, still mediates to us a compelling 
picture of one of the fairest epochs of human develop­
ment, and of the most resplendent bearers of its culture.”

“ And the art of Rome similarly bears witness to the 
imperial might of the Roman world. It is no accident 
that the growing alienation of Roman art from its real 
character should coincide with the social degeneration 
and the consequent gradual political collapse of the 
ancient world-empire. In the same way, moreover, we 
can sec in Christian art the herald of an age whose whole 
essential character, whose ideas, thought, and action 
find a truly striking expression in its churches, its 
sculpture, its carvings, its music, and so forth, and not 
only in these, but in all the other treatments in art of the 
common life of the period.”
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“ And so art to-day will in the same way announce and 
herald that common mental attitude, that common view 
of life, which govern the present age. It will do this not 
because this age entrusts commissions to artists, but 
because the execution of these commissions can meet 
with understanding only if it reveals in itself the true 
essence of the spirit of this age. The mysticism of 
Christianity, at the period of its greatest intensity 
demanded for the buildings which it ordered an archi­
tectonic form which not only did not contradict the 
spirit of the age, but rather helped it to attain that 
mysterious gloom which made men the more ready to 
submit to renunciation of self. The growing protest 
against this crushing of the freedom of the soul and of 
the will, which had lasted for centuries, immediately 
opened the way to new forms of expression in artistic 
creation. The mystic narrowness and gloom of the 
cathedrals began to recede and, to match the free life of 
the spirit, buildings became spacious and flooded with 
light. Mystical twilight gave way before increasing 
brightness. The unsteady, groping transition of the 
nineteenth century led finally in our days to that crisis 
which in one way or another had to find its solution. 
Jewry, with its Bolshevist onslaught, might smash the 
Aryan States and destroy those native strata of the people 
whose blood destined them for leadership, and in that 
case the culture which had hitherto sprung from these 
roots would be brought to the same destruction.” - . .  The 
other alternative was the victory of the National Socialist 
Revolution, which in no way implied a destruction of 
historical and traditional values, but which aimed at 
preserving the past, and further at making a new con­
tribution of its own to the artistic heritage of the German 
people.1

1 F . Z . ,  8 Sept. I9j8.
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Hitler's passionate interest in architecture is reflected iti 
many of his speeches. A t the laying of the foundation stone 
of the new building of the Faculty of Military Science on 
27 November 1937 he spoke of the replanning of Berlin 
which should make it the capiteti of the first German 
People's Reich. A sa  great historian had said: it was the 
misfortune of the Germans that they had many capital 
cities but never a true capital. The leadership of a real 
national community must possess its leading local centre 
which is raised above all rival cities. Not a few of the 
great States of the past had been not merely associated 
with the birth of a capital but had borne the name of 
their capital city. The view that the fall of these States 
had been the result of the development of these dominat­
ing capitals as centres of the entire administration of the 
State was mistaken. For the States of the ancient world 
were not ruined by their cities, but rather the cities were 
ruined because they failed to recognize and disregarded 
the laws of blood which conditioned and therebysupported 
their life. The Roman Empire did not fall on account 
of the city of Rome, for without the city of Rome there 
would never have been a Roman Empire. The most 
natural way for the formation of great States— the way 
in which most great States had arisen— was to begin with 
a crystallization point of the political and later the 
cultural life which then, as the capital city, often gave 
its name to the State. Germany owing to the manifold 
divisions in its history lacked such a centre of political 
power. The significance of such a centre did not depend 
so much on the size of its population but much more on 
the grandeur and the scale of the picture which it 
presented as a whole and therefore of its value as a whole. 
Berlin had not the same cultural importance, its monu­
ments had not the same significance and beauty o f form 
as those of other cities of the Reich. “ It is therefore my
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unalterable will and determination to provide Berlin 
with those streets, buildings, and public spaces which 
will make it appear for all time fit and worthy to be the 
capital of the German Reich. The magnitude of these 
constructions and these works is not to be measured by 
the needs of the years 1937, 1938, 1939. or 1940, it is 
to he determined by recognizing that our task is: to give 
to a people, which has existed for a thousand years, with 
its millennial past of history and civilization for the limit­
less future which tics before it a city worthy of that 
future— a millennial city. Therefore of set purpose we 
withhold from the criticism of our own day the work 
which must be achieved in Berlin during the next 
twenty years: we submit it only to the judgement of 
those generations who one day shall come after us. 
Whatever that judgement may prove to be, one claim 
the future will allow for our justification: in this work 
we have thought not of ourselves, but of posterity.” 1

With this should be compared Hitler's speech at the 
dedication of the new Reich Chancery : "Everyone who 
had taken any part in the building could have the con­
sciousness of having helped to erect an architectural 
monument which would outlive many centuries and as 
the first building constructed under the Great-German 
Reich would bear its testimony to our age.1'1

At the opening of the Exhibition of Architecture at 
Munich in his speech (22 January 193#) Hitler said:

"Every great period finds the final expression of its 
value in its buildings. When peoples experience in-

1 F.Z.. 29 Nov. 1937. Only 0 summary: my extracts are a 
translation from this summary, but I am not sure how far the 
earlier part of this summary represents precisely Hitler's own words.

J F.Z., 10 Jan. 1939.
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wardly periods of greatness, then they represent those 
periods through external forms. And their word through 
this representation is more convincing than the spoken 
word: it is the word fashioned out of stone. The under­
standing of contemporaries when faced wit it great creative 
works docs not as a rule keep pace with the appear­
ance of these works. Often centuries may pass before 
the greatness of an age, even in its visible documen­
tation through its buddings, is comprehended. A good 
example of that trulli is to be found in this city, for 
it failed formerly to understand the king1 himself who 
created its greatest buildings, nor did it understand the 
buildings which were the outcome of his thought. T o­
day they arc differently judged. We may hope that we, 
too, may count upon a similarly favourable judgement 
in the course of time.”

The Exhibition stood, he said, at the beginning of a 
new age: since the creation of the German cathedrals 
here lor the first time was displayed a truly great archi­
tecture which no longer served petty everyday needs 
but “ could stand the critical judgement of the millennia 
and would be for millennia the pride of the German 
people” . Here was the result of efforts which had been 
proceeding for years and only now were made public. 
"For it is a fundamental principle of National Socialists 
not to present difficult problems to the public for dis­
cussion but first to mature the plans and then to lay 
them before the public. There arc some things which do 
not admit of discussion and among these arc all eternal 
values. . . . The great artists and architects have the 
right to be withdrawn from critical consideration by 
their petty contemporaries. . . . Do not forget that here 
for the first time the curtain is drawn back and the 
public can see works which arc destined to set their 

1 Ludwig II of Havana.
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mark not on decades, but on centuries. At this moment 
there should come upon you that feeling of consecration 
which is so finely experienced in The Meistersinger•. 
‘Mere a child was born1.” 1

At « speech in Augsburg on 2T November iqgy Hitler 
said that his great building programme was a tonic 
against the inferiority complex of the German people 
which had been nurtured by previous Governments. 
“ In order to become a great world power this inferiority 
complex must be overcome.” 2

In a speech delivered to the "Old Guard” in Munich on 
]() March 1934 Hitler said: “ The harvest will endure so 
long as this people does not forget the meaning of this 
Revolution. To-day we stand in the midst of our spring- 
battle against the night of winter, and the mission of this 
the oldest city of our Movement, which was the starting- 
point of the new German redemption, is this: it must be 
the central point from which shall be waged the battle 
for Germany’s great future. Munich has a greater task 
than that of any other city. This city as the central point 
of the Party must ever again and again let new life foam 
up.1 Munich is not merely in theory the capital of the 
National Socialist Party, it is so in fact and spiritually 
in the best sense of the word.” 4

On 13 October 1933 Hitler delivered a short speech at 
the laying of the foundation-stone of the House of German 
Art. lie  said: We cannot conceive of any restoration of 
the German people unless the culture of Germany—

' F.'/., 23 Jim. 1938.
: C i t e d  fr o m  77ie Hew York Times, 3 2  N o v .  1937.
5 German: muß. . . immer wieder neues Leben aufschäumen lasten.
4 F .Z ., 21 Mar. 1934- The German docs not lend itself readily 

to translation into English. See also the speech delivered in Munich 
on 32 May 1938. V.B., 23 May J938.
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above all the art of Germany— rises afresh. The Glass 
Palace was destroyed but that destruction cannot remain 
for ever: “ with confidence and looking to the future we 
begin the building of the new.” “ Young Germany 
builds for its art its own house. And in giving this 
building for German art to the city of Munich it pro­
fesses its allegiance to the spirit of him who as King of 
Bavaria1 made of this city a home of German art.”  We 
do but obey the behest of justice in choosing this city 
above all others to be the centre of a new creative artistic 
activity, of a new art-life. We wish to foster the riches 
of the many-sidedness of our inner life. “ We would 
remain true to the peculiar individuality of this city : if 
Berlin is the capital of the Reich, if Hamburg and Bremen 
are the capitals of German shipping, if Leipzig and 
Cologne are the capitals of German trade, Essen and 
Chemnitz the capitals of German industry, then Munich 
shall once more become the capital of German art. Thus 
Munich finds her way back to her proper greatness . . . 
May this city bethink herself once more of her proper 
mission— to be the home of the sublime and of the 
beautiful, so that it may once again be true that if one 
would know Germany one must have seen this city.” 1

In his speech at the opening of the Olympic Games in 
Berlin on i  August 1936 Hitler said that Olympia had 
been excavated by the Germans during the years 1875 t0 
1881, but that excavation was never quite completed. 
"I  have now decided to take up and complete the excava­
tion of the festival ground and the sports ground as a 
permanent memorial of the celebration of the eleventh 
Olympiad in Berlin. I thank the Greek Government for

1 Ludwig II.
1 V.B., 1 7  O c t .  19 3 3 . A n d  w it h  th is  c f .  H i t le r ’s  s p e e c h  in  M u n i c h  

o n  i i  M a r .  1 9 3 4 :  " T h e  c a p ita l  o f  a r t  a n d  o f  o u r  M o v e m e n t  i s  a n d  

w i l l  e v e r  r e m a in  M u n i c h .”  F.Z., 1 3  M a r .  19 3 4 ­
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its ready assent to the undertaking. Thus a consecrated 
site of ancient civilization will be restored to the men 
of to-day.” 1

Other speeches of Hitler on art do not add much to the 
ideas expressed in these translated extracts. In his speech 
at the opening of the Second Exhibition of German Art in. 
Munich on io  July 1938 Hitler poured scorn on the 
Exhibition of Modern German Art held in London and 
criticized ‘‘the great artists of the period of the November 
Republic drawn from the tribes of the Dada and the 
Cubi” . In 1937 he had been so shocked by the character 
of the paintings submitted that he had hesitated whether 
the whole idea of an Art Exhibition should not be given 
up. He decided to draw a clear and rigorous line between 
the art of the past and that of the present, and to compel 
artists to keep to that path which National Socialism 
had laid down for the new life of Germany. “The Ger­
man people of this twentieth century is the people of a 
newly awakened affirmation of life, seized with admira­
tion for Strength and Beauty and therefore for that which 
is healthy and vigorous. Strength and Beauty— these 
are the fanfares sounded by this new age, clarity and 
logic dominate its efFort. He who would be an artist in 
this century must dedicate himself to this century. For 
the Neanderthal men of art there is no place in the 
twentieth century— at least not in National Socialist 
Germany.”

“ It is, as always, difficult to decide if to-day we possess 
any geniuses of permanent significance, but that is not 
the essential point which must determine our action. 
T he decisive point is that we should not offend against

1 F.Z., 2 Aug. 1936. For Hitler’s acquisition from Italy of * 
Roman copy of a statue by Myron cf. the close of the speech 
delivered in Munich on 10 July 1938. F.Z., i t  July 1938.
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the conditions from which alone great geniuses can 
arise.”  That means that the average of creative work 
in art must be solid and decent; that the average must 
be kept as high as possible, and thus the probability will 
be increased that outstanding work will be produced. 
It is only against such a high average of general achieve­
ment that the genius can be recognized and appreciated.

Art, Hitler once more asserted, cannot be constantly 
changing with changing fashions. We speak of an 
“ eternal art” , and that eternity is conditioned by the 
unchanging character of the people which creates or 
sustains that art. “The creator of the art alters its 
character only imperceptibly through the centuries and 
thus true art as its closest reflection is only subject to 
slight changes. To produce these changes is the privi­
lege of those G od-endowed artists to whom it is granted 
to draw their inspiration from a people’s innermost 
heart, to fulfil that which has found no words or which 
has not been consciously seen by the folk of their day 
and recognizing it to make it generally visible and com­
prehensible through their art. Before these highest 
achievements Time as a standard pales into insignifi­
cance.” 1

In his speech at the opening of the Third Exhibition of 
German Art in July 1939, Hitler spoke of the failure of the 
Second German Reich to give in art any adequate expres­
sion of the greatness of the period. The Second Reich was 
so exclusively concerned with the State and political 
affairs that its leaders never gained any contact with or 
personal knowledge of the contemporary artists. In 
times when victorious political or religious ideas develop 
gradually, artistic production naturally comes to take its 
place increasingly in the service of the dominant ideas.

1 F .Z ., i i  July 1938.
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“ But in periods of rapid revolutionary development such 
an assimilation needs to be ordered and guided from 
above. Those who are responsible for the shaping of 
peoples in the sphere of politics or Weltanschauung must 
endeavour to direct the people’s artistic forces— even at 
the danger of most rigorous intervention— upon the 
lines of their general weltanschaulich tendencies and de­
mands. Only by this means is it possible to prevent art 
which has not kept pace with this development from 
becoming farther and farther removed from the real life 
of peoples until it ends in isolation.. .  . For this purpose 
one must create for artists the necessary possibilities for 
the practice of their art: one must give them such com­
missions as may serve the needs of the time. For it is 
only in achievement that the conclusive proof of capacity 
must lie. If the stones are to speak, they must first be 
laid.” . . . During the period of its struggle for power 
National Socialism could do nothing for art: "it was only 
with its assumption of power in January 1933 that it 
could be determined whether here, too, as in the political 
sphere, the Movement would do justice to its mission or 
whether it would fail, as the past age had done, in perpe­
tuating its work in the field of culture.”

The limitation of the freedom of the artist which, 
just as in the political sphere, followed the National 
Socialist victory, was resented by many, was even felt 
to be a proof of the hostility to art of the new régime. 
For the champions of false freedom saw themselves 
deprived of their most powerful instrument: the means 
of publicity were closed to them and could no longer be 
used to confuse the people. The Press and every other 
agency which might influence public opinion were con­
trolled, while the new State recognized its cultural tasks 
and regarded these as an important and significant part 
of its mission: art became a vigorous element in the life
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of our people, it ceased to be merely a subject of conver­
sation amongst consumptive aesthetes. He now felt 
assured, Hitler said, that the first aim of the new German 
creative activity in art had been attained : a decent general 
average of achievement had been secured and more than 
that: really creative geniuses— the stars in the Heaven 
of German art— were, they knew, already making their 
appearance. He expressed the hope that in the future 
“ individual outstanding artists might turn their thought 
to the experiences, the events and the fundamental ideas 
of the present. For however numerous in their thousand­
fold variety may be the historical visions or the other 
impressions which life may make upon the artist and 
which enrich him for his creative work, which rise before 
his mind and awake his enthusiasm, yet over and above 
them all stands the present-day splendour of his own 
time which need not fear comparison with the grandest 
epochs in our German history.” 1

THF. GERMAN SONG

On I August 1937 Hitler spoke before 300,000 Germans 
at a Festival of the League of German singers; he said: 

“A  people that for so many centuries was unable to 
form a political unity must possess other means which 
at least in idea can take the place of that political unity 
which is in reality lacking. The first means is our Ger­
man language which is spoken not merely by 68 millions 
but by 95 millions, and the second is the German Lied—  
the German song . . . which is heard wherever in the 
world Germans are living. Songs go with us from our 
childhood to old age, they live in us and with us and it 
matters not where we be, songs bring back to our eyes 
the home-land from which we came— Germany and the 
German Reich.”

1 V.B., 17 July 1939.
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“ The bird, when its eye has been blinded, pours into 
its song with only the greater passion its suffering and 
its feelings. And it is perhaps no mere chance that the 
German who so often on this earth had to pass his life 
in suffering and anguish found refuge at such times in 
song; through song he could express all that which was 
barred for him by stem reality; and this bitter truth we 
to-day perhaps feel more strongly than ever before. It 
is precisely at this time of unrest, of a world in commo­
tion that the whole body of those who form the German 
people, including those who arc outside of the Reich, 
looks once more to the home country of its origin— to 
Germany— and seeks when no other connexion is pos­
sible at least the one link of union— the German song."

‘ ‘And so these songs of our people are heard to-day, 
not only within the Reich, but far beyond its boundaries. 
They arc sung with a fervent faith for in these songs live 
the hope and the longing of all Germans. And thus this 
great song of our longing is for us Germans the holiest 
song of all. Many amongst other peoples do not under­
stand this: ih that song which is most removed in spirit 
from imperialism they see something imperialistic. For 
what finer hymns can there be for a people than those 
which represent a profession of faith— a pledge to seek 
one’s welfare and one’s fortune in one’s people and to 
place one’s people above everything else on earth?”

And when to-day you sing this song, then sing it with 
the happy consciousness that Germany is once more 
worthy to be our Germany, worthy to stand for us above 
everything else the world can give. "And then, as it has 
ever been, the song will become once more a source of 
new power. ‘Deutschland über alles’ is a profession of 
faith which to-day fills millions with a great strength, 
with that faith which is mightier than any other earthly 
might.”
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“ And this song is also a profession of faith in the 
Almighty— a pledge to do His will, His work. For it is 
not men who have created this people but the God who 
stands above us all. He has fashioned this people, it has 
come to be according to His will and our will is that it 
shall remain and never more shall it pass away . . .

And as you leave this gathering to go to your homes 
beyond the frontiers of the Reich “ you will all take 
with you the feeling that a people has arisen again: a 
Reich has been renewed! The German has found him­
self and finding himself he has acted in accordance with 
the design of his Creator. . . . We all feel ourselves here 
as one community: singers you are, and, because singers, 
you can speak for the life of the German people!“ 1

Note I
For the planning of Berlin see Hitler's speech on 14 June 1938 

(F.Z., 15 June 193S) at the foundation stone-laying of the “ House 
of German Tourism” . In the report o f this speech in The Tima 
of 15 June 1938 Hitler is reported to have said: “ The world will 
come to Germany and convince itself that Germany has become 
the guardian of European culture and civilization. When I read 
of other countries, and particularly of democratic countries that 
they arc called upon to protect culture I say,'First build Up a little 
more culture yourselves and then you can protect it.' We in 
Germany will do everything to set our cultural house in order, 
and we ourselves will protect it." This docs not appear in the 
German report of the speech.

Speaking of the wonderful advance of the cultural life of Ger­
many in 1938, Hitler said that they had in that year made good 
the sins of decades, nay, of centuries under which the German 
people had suffered.1

For the architecture of Nuremberg cf. Hitler’s speech in Sep­
tember 1938 : “ Nuremberg had become the expression in stone of 
German strength and German great ness in a new German Reich.,';1

1 V.B., 2 Aug. 1937. 1 New Year Message, 1 Jan. 1939.
J F.Z., 6 Sept. 1938.
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For I litlcr's essay on the new Reich Chancery cf. F.Z., 17 July 
1939 (published in the journal Kami im Dritten Reich).

Note II
A few references to texts illustrating the cultural policy of the 

Third Reich may be of service:
Universities and Students.

1933. 22 Apr. Law creating Studentenschaften representing the 
whole body of students in each University with the function 
of securing that "students fulfil their obligations to people, 
State and University". T ext: Dokumente der deutschen 
Politik, i (193s). p* 258­

25 Apr. Law reducing the numbers of those attending schools
and Universities (other than schools providing compulsory 
education) and reducing the proportion of Non-Aryan 
scholars and students. Text: ibid, i (1933), p. 259.

29 Apr. The Reich Minister for the Interior recognizes the 
Constitution drawn up for themselves by University Stu­
dents ; this is later held to be inadequate in respect of relations 
with the N SD AP, and is superseded by a

1934. 7 Feb. Constitution der Reichsfachschaft' for Students at 
Universities and Technical Schools. Text: ibid, ii (1936), 
pp. 252-8.

1938. 6 July, Foundation of the Reichsstudentemverk— in  in­
stitution to grant financial aid to promising boys to enable 
them to go to the University. Text: W. Hoche, Die Gesetz­
gebung Adolf Hitlers, Heft 27, pp. 503-3. The objects o f this 
organi22tìon were set forth at the Sondertagung des National­
sozialistischen Deutschen Studentenbundes at the Nuremberg 
Parteitag, 8 Sept. 1938. Cf. Dokumente etc. vi (1939), p. 628.

During the course of the year 1938 three Academies of the 
National Socialist League of Dorents were founded— at Kiel, 
Tübingen, and Göttingen: the object o f these Academies is 
“ the creation of a truly National Socialist University".

1934. 1 May. Creation of the Reich Ministry for Learning, Educa-
1 The Deutsche Studentenschaft is the union of the German student» 

in the Universities ; the Deutsche FachchuUchaJt unites the students 
of specialist schools. Both these bodies are united in the Deutsche 
Reichsfachscha/t.
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t io n ,  a n d  P o p u la r  C u l t u r e  (Reichsministerium für Wissenschaft, 
Erziehung und Volksbildung). [ S e c  th e  o r d e r  o f  th e  P r e s id e n t  

o f  t h e  R e ic h  o f  3 0  A p r .  1 9 3 4 , Dokumente der deutschen P olitik , 
ii ( 1 9 3 6 ) ,  p . 2 8 5  n . i . ]  T e x t :  ib id ,  i i  ( 1 9 3 6 ) ,  p p .  2 8 5 - 6 .

1 9 3 7 .  3 0  S e p t .  O r d e r  {Erlaß) e s t a b l is h in g  a U n i v e r s i t y  {Hoch' 
schule) f o r  P o l i t i c s  a s  a  R e i c h - I n s t i t u t i o n .  [ T h e  Deutsche 
Hochschule für Politik w a s  f o u n d e d  in  1 9 2 0 ;  in  A p r .  1 9 3 3  it  
w a s  p la c e d  u n d e r  th e  P r o p a g a n d a  .M in is tr y  a n d  r e o r g a n iz e d  

u n d e r  t h e  P r e s id e n c y  o f  M e i e r - R e n n e c k e n s t e in .]  T e x t :  ib id .v  

( 1 9 3 8 ) ,  p p , 4 1 5 - 1 6 .

T h e r e  is a  f r a n k  s t a t e m e n t  o f  th e  d u t y  o f  a ll P r o f e s s o r s  in  

G e r m a n  U n iv e r s i t ie s  a c t iv e ly  to  s u p p o r t  th e  Weltanschauung 
o f  N a t io n a l  S o c ia l i s m  in  t h e  s p e e c h  d e l iv e r e d  b y  R u s t  as 

M i n i s t e r  f o r  E d u c a t io n  o n  6  M a y  19 3 3 . T e x t :  ib id ,  i  (1935)1 
p p .  2 5 9 - 6 6 .  S e c  f u r t h e r  h is  s p e e c h  d e l iv e r e d  o n  2 9  J u n e  

1 9 3 6  a t  tire  5 5 0 - Y e a r  C e le b r a t io n  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  H e i d e l­

b e r g .  T e x t :  ib id ,  iv  ( 1 9 3 7 ) ,  p p .  3 1 0 - 1 7 ,  a n d  th e  s p e e c h  o f  

S c h u l t z e ,  ib id ,  v i  ( 1 9 3 9 ) ,  p p . 6 3 0 -4 0 .
19 3 8 . 2 7  O c t .  D e d ic a t io n  o f  th e  R c ic h s s c h u l e  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  

S o c ia l is t  T e a c h e r s ’ L e a g u e  in  D o n n d o r f  ( n e a r  B a y r e u t h ) .  

R o s e n b e r g ,  in  h is  s p e e c h  o n  t h a t  o c c a s io n ,  s a id  t h a t  h e  h o p e d  

t h a t  th e  s c h o o l  w o u ld  b e  a b u lw a r k  a g a in s t  a ll in t e r n a t io n a l ly  

m in d e d  fo lk  a n d  th e  h o m e  o f  a g g r e s s iv e  N a t io n a l  S o c ia l i s m .  

T e x t :  ib id ,  v i  ( 1 9 3 9 ) ,  p p . 6 7 0 - 5 ,

Kultur.
19 3 3 . 30 J u n e . O r d e r  d e te r m in in g  th e  f u n c t io n s  o f  t h e  Ministry 

o f  P r o p a g a n d a . T e x t :  ib id ,  i ( 1 9 3 5 ) ,  p p .  z S o - i .

22 S e p t .  F o u n d a t io n  o f  th e  R e ic h  C h a m b e r  o f  C u l t u r e  (Reichs- 
ktiUurkammer). T e x t :  ib id ,  i ( 1 9 3 5 ) ,  p p . 2 9 0 - t .

4  O c t .  L a w  c o n c e r n in g  e d it o r s  o f  n e w s p a p e r s ,  p o l i t ic a l  j o u r n a l s ,  

& c .  {Schriftleitergesclz). T e x t :  ib id ,  i ( 1 9 3 5 ) ,  p p .  2 9 1 - 8 .  

T h e  la w  c a m e  in to  f o r c e  o n  1 J a n . 1 9 3 4 . S e e  in  p a r t ic u la r  th e  

g e n e r a l  e x p la n a t io n  o f  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  th e  l a w :  r e p r o d u c e d  

ib id . ,  p p . 2 9 8 - 3 0 1 ,  a n d  e f .  ib id ,  v i  ( 1 9 3 9 ) ,  p .  6 5 6 .

Ï9 3 7 -  30 J a n , F o u n d a t io n  o f  a  G e r m a n  N a t io n a l  P r i z e  f o r  A r t  a n d  

S c ie n c e .  T e x t :  ib id , v  ( 1 9 3 8 ) ,  p . 3 9 4 , a n d  R e g u la t io n s  o f  

A w a r d ,  p p . 3 9 4 - 5 .  F ir s t  A w a r d :  ib id . ,  p p .  3 9 5 - 8  o n  7  S e p t .  

1 9 3 7 . T o  ta k e  th e  p la c e  f o r  G e r m a n s  o f  th e  N o b e l  P r i z e  a f t e r
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th e  a w a r d  o f  th e  la t te r  to  K a r l  v o n  O s s ie t z k y  o n  2 5  N o v .

1936 . .
1 9 3 8 . i S  M a r .  F o u n d in g  o f  G e r m a n  F i l m  A c a d e m y .  T e x t :  ib id ,  

v i  ( 1 9 3 9 ) ,  p . 668 . I n  A p r i l  W i lh e lm  M i i l l e r - S c h e l d  w a s  

a p p o in t e d  P r e s id e n t .
3 1  M a y .  L a w  o n  c o n fis c a t io n  o f  p r o d u c t s  o f  d e b a s e d  a r t  

(Gesetz über Einziehung von Erzeugnissen entarteter Kunst). 
T e x t :  ib id ,  v i ( 1 9 3 9 ) ,  p .  6 6 9 .

F o r  th e  w o r k  o f  th e  Kulturkammer s e e  th e  a n n u a l s u r v e y s  b y  
G o e b b e l s ,  e .g ,  15  N o v .  1 9 3 5 ;  t e x t :  ib id ,  iii ( 1 9 3 7 ) ,  p p .  2 7 1 - 8 0 ;  

2 7  N o v .  1 9 3 6 ;  t e x t :  ib id , iv  ( 1 9 3 7 ) ,  p p .  3 1 9 - 2 8 ;  2 6  N o v . ,  1 9 3 7 ;  

t e x t :  ibid, v  ( 1 9 3 8 ) ,  p p . 4 1 6 - 2 6 .  C f .  th e  s p e e c h e s  b y  G o e b b e l s  

011 th e  P r e s s ,  1 9  A p r .  1 9 3 4 ;  t e x t :  ib id ,  ii ( 1 9 3 6 ,  p p .  2 8 0 - 5 , ’ an<  ̂

o n  f i lm s ,  10 F e b .  1 9 3 4 ;  t e x t :  ib id ,  i i  ( 1 9 3 6 ) ,  p p . 2 5 8 - 6 6 .1 S e e  

f u r t h e r  I I .  S c h m i d t - L e o n h a r d t ,  Die Reichskulturkammer, B e r l in ,  

S p a e t h  &  L i n d e ,  1 9 3 6 ;  Deutsches Kulturrecht ( r e p r in t  o f  a r t ic le s  

f r o m  t h e  j o u r n a l  Deutsches Recht), H a m b u r g ,  F a lk e n - V e r la g ,  19 3 6 .

H . F r i e r ,  Das rechtliche Wesen der Reichskulturkammer, D r e s d e n ,  

D i l t c r t ,  1 9 3 7 .
O n  t h e  b u r n in g  o f  “ u n - G e r m a n  l i t e r a t u r e "  s e e  th e  s p e e c h  b y  

G o e b b e l s  d e l iv e r e d  o n  10  M a y  1 9 3 3 . T e x t :  Dokumente der 
deutschen Politik, i ( 1 9 3 5 ) ,  p p . 2 7 7 - 9 .

Development of Cities.
1 9 3 7 .  4  O c t .  L a w  o n  t h e  N e w  F o r m a t io n  o f  G e r m a n  C i t ie s  

{Gesetz über die Neugestaltung deutscher Städte). T e x t :  W .  

I  l o c h e ,  Die Gesetzgebung Adolf Hitlers, H e f t  2 5 , B e r l in ,  

V a h lc n ,  1 9 3 s ,  p p . 5 1 3 - 2 1 ,  a n d  is s u e d  u n d e r  t h is  l a w :

Berlin. 5  N o v .  1 9 3 7 .  Verordnung über die Neugestaltung der Reichs­
hauptstadt Berlin. I b i d . ,  p p .  5 2 1 - 5 .

3 0  N o v .  S e c o n d  o r d e r :  p . 5 2 5 .
F o r  th e  a p p o in t m e n t  o f  P r o f e s s o r  A l b e r t  S p e e r  a s  G e n e r a l  

I n s p e c t o r  o f  B u i ld in g s  in  B e r l in  c f .  Dokumente der deutschen 
Politik, v ( 1 9 3 8 ) ,  p p . 3 9 2 - 3  (30  J a n . 1 9 3 7 ) .  P r o f e s s o r  S p e e r

1 C f .  p p . 5 1 1 - 2 ,  supra, a n d  c f .  th e  s p e e c h  o f  D ie t r ic h  (7  M a r .  
1 9 3 8 ), Dokumente der deutschen Politik, v i  (1 9 3 9 ) . PP- 6 5 0 -6 7 .

- I  h a v e  n o t  s e e n  S c h r ie b e r  a n d  F .  K .  a n d  B .  P f e n n ig ,  Filmrecht, 
Sammlung der für die Reichsfilmkammer geltenden Gesetze und 
Verordnungen, B e r l in ,  1936.
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p u b lis h e d  in  th e  s p r i n g  o f  19 3 8  t h e  p la n s  f o r  t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  o f  

B e r l in .
1 9 3 8 . 1+  J u n e . W o r k  w a s  b e g u n  s i m u lt a n e o u s ly  o n  s i x t e e n

la r g e  b u i ld in g s  in  B e r l in .  O n  th is  d a y  t h e  H o u s e  o f  G e r m a n  

T o u r i s t  T r a f f i c  w a s  d e d ic a t e d  b y  H it le r .
I Ç 3 9 . 9  J o n . D e d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  e n la r g e m e n t  o f  t h e  R e ic h  

C h a n c e r y .

Munich. 3 0  J o n . 1 9 3 7 .  Neugestaltung a n n o u n c e d  in  H it  1e r ’s  s p e e c h  

in  t h e  R e ic h s t a g .  2 M a y  1 9 3 S :  P la n  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t s  p u b ­

l is h e d .
1 9 3 8 . 2 2  M a y .  W o r k  b e g u n  o n  th e  U n d e r g r o u n d  R a i lw a y .

2 1  D e c .  Erlaß o n  a p p o in t m e n t  o f  a  G e n e r a l  C o n s u l t a n t  

o n  B u i ld in g s .  T e x t :  Dokumente der deutschen Politik, v i  

( 1 9 3 9 ) ,  p p . 6 7 6 - 7 .  U n d e r  t h is  Erlaß P r o f e s s o r  H e r m a n n  

G i c s l e r  w a s  a p p o in t e d .

Nuremberg. 9  A p r .  19 3 8 . Erlaß. T e x t :  W .  H o c h c ,  Die Gesetz­
gebung Adolf Hitlers, H e ft  2 6 , p .  4 8 9.

Hamburg. 3 1  M a y  1 9 3 8 . Erlaß. B r id g e  o v e r  th e  E l b e .  T e x t :  

W .  H o c h c ,  ib id . ,  H e f t  2 7 ,  p p . 4 2 5 - 6 .  F o r  t h e  t o w n  t o  b e  

c r e a te d  f o r  t h e  w o r k e r s  in  t h e  P e o p le ’s  M o t o r  C a r  F a c t o r y ,  

t e x t :  ib id . ,  p . 4 2 6 .

T w o  n e w  th e a tr e s :  29  M a y  19 3 8  in  D e s s a u ;  9  O c t ,  1 9 3 8 , G a u ­

th e a t e r  S a a r p f a lz  in  S a a r b r ü c k e n .

F o r  a l i s t  o f  b u i ld in g s  se e  th e  s p e e c h  o f  G o e b b e ls  (2 2  J a n . 1 9 3 8 ) :  

Dokumente der deutschen Politik, v i  ( 1 9 3 9 ) ,  p p .  6 4 1 - 5  a t  p .  6 4 4 , I

I  a m  q u ite  in c a p a b le  o f  c o m p i l in g  a n y  b ib l io g r a p h y  o f  w o r k s  

e s t im a t in g  th e  a c h ie v e m e n t  o f  th e  Kultur o f  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  
G e r m a n y  a n d , c o n s id e r in g  t h e  l im it e d  r a n g e  o f  H i t l e r ’s  s p e e c h e s  

o n  t h e  s u b je c t ,  i t  w o u ld  b e  i r r e le v a n t  in  t h is  p la c e :  r e f e r e n c e  m a y ,  

h o w e v e r ,  b e  m a d e  to

C .  f c  H .  M ic h a e l is  a n d  W . 0 . S o m in ,  Die braune Kultur. Ein 
Dokumentenspiegel, Z ü r i c h ,  E u r o p a - V e r l a g ,  1 9 3 4 .

D o r o t h y  T h o m p s o n ,  “ C u l t u r e  u n d e r  th e  N a z i s ” , Foreign 
Affairs ( N e w  Y o r k ) ,  x i v  ( 1 9 3 6 ) ,  p p . 4 0 7 —23.

H a n s  K o h n ,  Force or Reason. Issues of the Twentieth Century.
C a m b r id g e ,  M a s s . ,  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 7 ;  a n d  c f .

O .  F .  B o l ln o w ,  " Z u r  F r a g e  n a c h  d e r  O b je k t iv i t ä t  d e r  G e i s t e s ­

W is s e n s c h a f t e n " ,  Zeitschrift für die gesamte Staatswissen­
schaft, x c v i i  ( 1 9 3 7 ) ,  p p .  3 3 5 —6 3 ­
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R o s e n b e r g ’ s  o f f ic ia l  p r o n o u n c e m e n t  h e a d e d  Freiheit der 
Forschung w h ic h  d e c la r e d  th a t  in  " k o s m o p h y s ic s " ,  e x p e r i ­

m e n ta l  c h e m is t r y  a n d  p r e h is to r ic  g e o lo g y  th e  P a r t y  h a d  n o  

“ w e lt a n s c h a u lic h e  d o g m a t is c h e  H a lt u n g “  i s  in t e r e s t in g :  

d a te d  7  D e c .  1 9 3 7  a n d  r e p r o d u c e d  in  Nationalsozialistische 
Monatshefte, ix  ( 1 9 3 8 ) , p . 6 5 5 .
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22. T H E  O U T L O O K  F O R  T H E  F U T U R E :

T H E  T A S K S  O F  T H E  M O V E M E N T

In his speech delivered in Munich on 24 February 1935—  
the Anniversary of the Founding of the Party— Hitler out­
lined his vision of the future tasks of the State and tjie 
Party. He said:

“ We have laid firm foundations for the new State, we 
have raised no merely external building, we have sown 
seeds that have sunk deep. It is not enough to define a 
Weltanschauung in a programme that one can give as a 
birth-certificate to the new State. This Weltanschauung 
must be anchored in the people. In essential questions 
one must fuse a whole people into a single view. But 
that one can never do if one day one merely dictates such 
an opinion: the opinion must be part of a people’s own 
experience. One must mediate to men the new idea, 
bring it to a people’s consciousness through so long a 
period that at length the people itself becomes the bearer 
and the propagator of the new idea.”

“The State of to-day is secure not because we give 
to it laws: it is secure because in the heart of the nation 
our law finds its affirmation. The people is the support, 
the guarantor of the State. We have won millions upon 
millions of men for the ideas on which this State is 
based, we have introduced them to the life of this State, 
always in the conviction that it is not laws which protect 
a State: it is the living will, the faith, the confidence, and 
the courage of a people which are its true protection. 
And success has crowned our efforts. And thus I can 
only say: all the imbeciles who count on a return of the 
past must make up their minds to go the same way as I 
went, that is a nameless man would have to come, and 
he must begin the struggle as I began it— only with a
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difference: I have conquered the democracy through its 
own madness- No democrat can overthrow us. For-the 
coming centuries we have destroyed the conditions 
necessary for starting afresh any such game as that. If 
it was possible for me to overthrow my opponents when 
they had alt power in their hands and we had nothing, 
then my word to them is ‘To-day we have the power 
and you have nothing! It is a fact that you cannot over­
throw us.’ ”

“ Therefore we must keep the Movement continuously 
intact and energetic that it may serve as the living 
driving-force of the State of to-day. There are folk who 
believe that the strength of the Party is exhausted: it 
will not be exhausted 300 years hence! ‘The joy in 
leading the attack is growing weaker.’ They will sec 
that it will reach its full development only in the coming 
decades. The Movement will fulfil its great mission 
when the whole people professes its faith in our ideal. 
Men must have tasks to perform. When no moral tasks 
arc set before them they will seek tasks for themselves—  
with this one difference, that while the former tasks are 
great because they are set by the community, the others 
will be small tasks because they are set by the individual. 
In that case a period of Materialism and Mammonism 
would return when the individual thinks only of himself. 
T o  avoid that peril we have the duty ever more and 
more to encourage in the people the sense of com­
munity". . . .

“ When many say, ‘Yes, but we are a very long way 
from the realization of our aims’, I would reply: ‘Thank 
God ! if it was to go as quickly as that, it could not last.’ 
A ll of us still suffer from the shadow of the past; we 
are all tied to the past. But there are young generations 
coming after us. They are free of the past. A  generation 
is coming which is growing up into this community and

T H E  T A S K S  O F  T H E  M O V E M E N T
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T H E  O U T L O O K  F O R  T H E  F U T U R E :

not growing out of another. And they will complete in 
its fullness that which we see before us only with the 
prophet’s eye” . . . .

“ And finally for the present wc have a splendid goal: 
the freedom of our people. W c must ourselves win this 
freedom. How often have I said to you in this hall [of 
the Hofbräuhaus] : We dare not leave to those who come 
after us the restoration of this German freedom. How 
often have I heard folks say, ‘That is not for us to 
experience: that our children will do.1 No, that we our­
selves must do! It is we who must liberate Germany! 
That is onr task: it is our generation that failed: that 
failure our generation must make good. Youth cannot 
grow up otherwise— it can grow up only in the spirit of 
freedom.”

. . . And this struggle for our people "keeps us all 
young. Externally our hair may grow grey, but in the 
inner man we have only now tearnt youth’s secret. It is 
the eye which reflects the spirit and your eyes can look 
on the world with a pride and a brightness all their 
ow n!. . ,  And thus it will remain so long as there remains 
a German eye to see the light, for our love towards our 
people will never alter, and our faith in this Germany 
of ours is imperishable!” 1

In his speech delivered in Berlin on I  May 1937 Hitler 
said:

“ At the head of our National Socialist economic 
leadership there stands as watchword not 'Theory1, not 
‘Money’, not ‘Capital1 but the word ‘Production1. Be­
lieve me, my fellow countrymen, it costs far more hard 
thinking, more effort and more concentration to devise 
and carry into execution a Four Years Plan whereby the 
necessities of life will be secured to our people than it 

1 F .Z ., z 6 Feb. 1935­
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T H E  T A S K S  O F  T H E  M O V E M E N T

would to set the rotary machines in motion to print 
more paper money. It is a very simple matter to come 
before a people to-day and to say, ‘We are raising 
salaries, receipts (Bezüge), and wages'; then to-morrow 
we raise prices. It is very simple to say ‘We lessen the 
hours of work, that is the amount of work done, and we 
raise the wages for that work*. That is perhaps popular 
for the moment. But the crash must come, for the indi­
vidual does not live on a paper salary, but on the whole 
sum of the production of his fellow-countrymen. That 
is the first principle of all in National Socialist economic 
policy.1

. . We have not merely brought the unemployed 
back to be wage-earners, but we have also increased the 
production of all the rest in order thereby to give a real 
foundation for their wages. That is the whole secret of 
German economic leadership and of German economic 
success! We have succeeded hitherto, and that success 
will continue in the future, I am further convinced that 
our people itself will continuously grow more healthy 
with this sober, dear, and decent political and eco­
nomic leadership. I say ‘political leadership*, for these 
successes arc not due primarily to economics, but to the 
political leadership. Clever economists, one may pre­
sume, there are elsewhere, and I do not believe that 
German economists have grown dever only since the 
30th of January 1933. If, before that date, there was no 
progress, that was because the political leadership and 
the formation of our people were at fault. The change 
is due to the National Socialist Partyl And that change 
could be effected only by a Movement which was

1 C f .  th e  P r o c la m a t io n  o f  H it le r  a t th e  N u r e m b e r g  P a r t e i t a g  o f  
S e p t .  1 9 3 7 .  " T h a t  w h ic h  d e te rm in e »  th e  p e o p le '»  s t a n d a r d  o f  l ife  

is  a lw a y s  th e  to ta l a m o u n t  {Gesamihoii*) o f  th e  n a tio n a l p r o d u c t i o n " ,  

V.B., 8 S e p t .  19 3 7 .
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T H E  O U T L O O K  F O U  T H E  F U T U R E :

not under obligations to one or another, which existed 
neither for employer nor for employee, not for the towns­
man and not for the farmer, neither for the middle classes 
nor for trade, but only for the German people and for 
this community bound together by our common destiny. 
This Movement is subject to none, the servant of none, 
it belongs to no individual member of our people. It 
belongs to all and serves all! Its aim is to raise up a 
strong community, to govern with reason and with pru­
dence in order thereby to give to all our fellow-country­
men the necessities of life.'>

"L et no man say that since these tasks are solved 
nothing remains to be done. Life constrains every gene­
ration to wage its own struggle for this life. But what 
centuries have built up in prejudices and unreason that 
cannot in four years be destroyed so as to leave no trace 
behind. The task cannot be accomplished once for all. 
But the will to be quit of the past, that we have and with 
this will we shall never capitulate!”

“And I think you will admit that we have no super­
ficial conception of our task. In these four years we 
have created order; wc have taken care that the man who 
is not prepared to act decently shall not in the last resort 
pocket the salary, but that the millions of the honest 
hard-working masses in town and country shall be able 
to come to their own. Wc in Germany have really broken 
with a world of prejudices. I leave myself out of account. 
I, too, am a child of this people; I do not trace my line 
from any castle: I come from the workshop. Neither 
was I a general : I was simply a soldier, as were millions 
of others. It is something wonderful that amongst us an 
unknown from the army of the millions of the German 
people— of workers and of soldiers— could rise to be 
the head of the Reich and of the nation. By my side 
stand Germans from all walks of life who to-day are
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amongst the leaders of the nation: men who once were 
workers on the land are now governing German States 
in the name of the Reich, former metal-workers are 
Governors of German shires (Gaulfiter) and so on. It 
is true that men who came from the bourgeoisie and 
former aristocrats have their place in this Movement. 
But to us it matters nothing whence they come if only 
they can work to the profit of our people. That is the 
decisive test. Wc have not broken down classes in order 
to set new ones in their place: we have broken down 
classes to make way for the German people as a whole. 
Our action has been consistent. We have removed the 
animosity' which some strata in our society felt for the 
hand-worker: we have introduced compulsory labour 
service. If one realizes that he who was once the young 
son of the bourgeoisie now shoulders the spade and in 
marsh and quarry takes his share of toil like any other, 
then, my fellow countrymen, you sec our education at 
work, that education which is in the interest of all. But 
our education also trains men to respect intellectual 
achievement: we bring one to respect the spade, another 
to respect the compass or the pen. All now arc but 
German fellow-countrymen and it is their achievement 
which determines their value.”

“ If a man is a genius, then assuredly I shall not employ 
him all his days in digging potatoes, but set him in 
another post. That, in the last resort, is the task of our 
community of the people. For what is the meaning of 
Socialism and democracy ? Can there be anything finer 
than an organization which draws from the people its 
most capable personalities and places them in positions 
of leadership? Is it not wonderful for every humble 
mother amongst our people and for every father to know 
that perhaps their boy may become anything— God 
knows what!— if only he has the necessary talent? That
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T H E  O U T L O O K  K O R  T H E  F U T U R E :

is Socialism at its highest, because then is Socialism most 
reasonable, most sensible. And then it benefits us all!”

“ We have sought alike in town and in country to 
remove the great barriers. Many disapproved. Many 
still are scandalized at what we have done and seek to 
oppose us with ridiculously small means. It was so fine 
for them at a time when there was not one single banner 
only, but everyone had his own banneret. It is, of course, 
easier to play a part in an association with only twenty 
members than in the great community of the people. 
That we realize. But folk must learn to subordinate 
themselves, since subordination is the law for all men. 
We, too, have subordinated ourselves. For nearly six 
years I was a soldier and I have never protested, I have 
always only obeyed. To-day Destiny has brought me 
to a position where I can command. And of every 
German I am bound to ask this: ‘You, too, must learn 
to obey, otherwise you are unworthy ever to command.’ 
That is the condition: to that we will educate our people 
and over the obstinacy or the stupidity of the individual 
we shall pass triumphant: bend or break, one or other. 
Wc cannot permit this authority which is the authority 
of the German people to be gainsaid by any other 
power.” '

In his closing speech to the Nuremberg Congress on 12 
September 1938 Hitler said:

“ If the question is still asked to-day why National 
Socialism combats the Jewish element in Germany so 
fanatically, and has pressed and still presses so urgently 
for its removal, the answer can only be, because National 
Socialism wishes to establish a real community of the 
people. It is because this community possesses a moral 
justification for its existence only when the necessary 

1 F.Z., 3 M a y  1 9 3 7 .
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work of const ruction both amongst the leaders and their 
followers is conducted on lines which can be challenged 
neither on national nor material grounds.' Since we are 
National Socialists, we cannot permit an alien race, 
whicli has no connexion* with us, to impose itself upon 
our working people as their leaders. We know that the 
enormous tasks which lie before us can be accomplished 
only by the most enormous expenditure of force and by 
the strictest discipline, only, that is, if the community of 
the people, as a closely united body, sets itself to the 
solution of these problems. This at the same time pre­
supposes an unconditioned authority in the leadership. 
The formation of such an authoritative leadership is 
morally justified and tolerable for a proud people only 
if it is entrusted to the most capable sons of the people, 
regardless of their origin or their social position. It is 
therefore the chief concern of the National Socialist 
State to discover ways and means whereby industry, 
vigour, enterprise, insight, courage, and perseverance, 
wherever they reveal themselves in a personality, may 
find the upward path smoothed and made easy for them. 
In this State the poorest child, if he is evidently destined 
for higher things, must be able to reach the highest 
position of all. When this is so, there will never be 
conflict between leadership and people, for every 
peasant, every workman will always know that the 
leadership of all is also his leadership, since the leaders 
arc his own flesh and blood. Therefore the strongest 
evidence for the truly Socialist character of the National 
Socialist Movement is its struggle against an alien leader­
ship which has not sprung from its own people, . . , 
Thus this German community of the people is no theo­
retical phenomenon, no dead concern: it lives as an

' G e r m a n :  uadi valklidi mid sadilich unanfeditbaren Gesichts­
punkten.
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organization for all to see. There were anxious folk 
who, especially after 1933, raised the question why it 
was that National Socialism, when it had gained control 
of the State, still remained in existence as a separate 
Party. This question is just about as intelligent as it 
would be to ask why we still retained an army after the 
introduction of universal military service despite the 
fact that the idea of national defence had triumphed and 
the problem was thus settled.”

“ The formation and maintenance of the German com­
munity of the people presupposes an organization 
responsible for the support and education of this com­
munity. Its solid core is the National Socialist Party 
and the Party forms the defence-force ( Wehrmacht) of 
the community of the people in its domestic life (nach 
innen). Not only does it build up the single organizations 
of this community, and provide them with leadership, 
but above all it educates, year after year, millions of 
young Germans for this community of the people, and 
introduces them into its ranks. The organization of this 
community is a thing gigantic and unique. There is 
hardly a German at the present time who is not per­
sonally anchored and active in one or another of the 
formations of this National Socialist community. It 
reaches into every house, every workshop, and every 
factory; into every town and every village. It embraces, 
moreover, all those belonging to the Reich who reside 
in foreign countries, and draws them together into the 
National Socialist community. Thus we are building 
here a vast organization, whose ramifications start with 
the family, and finish with the whole nation.” 1

In the speech which closed the Nuremberg Parteitag of 
September 1934 Hitler said: “ The laws which formed 

» V .B ., 14 Sept. 1938.
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the foundation for our rise and growth in the past are 
valid also for the future. The following principle must 
be recognized : always only a part of the people will 
be composed of really active fighters. They have been 
in Germany the supporters of the National Socialist 
struggle : they were the fighters in the National Socialist 
Revolution and it is they who uphold the National 
Socialist State. From them more is demanded than 
from the millions of their other fellow-countrymen. For 
them the mere profession ‘I believe’ is not enough: their 
vow must be ‘I fight’ .”  ■

“ The Party will for all time form the picked body of 
the leaders of the German people. It will develop a 
State of political apostles and combatants who then as 
obedient officers, true to their duty, will serve the Move­
ment. It will be that great school which attracts to itself 
the millions of our people, educates them and then sends 
them out into the world. In it there will develop a tra­
dition in the art of leading a people which will not permit 
that men of alien spirit should ever again confuse the 
brain and the heart of the Germans.”

“ It will be in its teaching unalterable, in its organiza­
tion hard as steel, in its tactics supple and adaptable, 
but in its whole appearance it will resemble an 
Order.”

“ It is for all time the mustard-seed of the National 
Socialist idea, the teacher of the art of National Socialist 
organization, the school of National Socialist propa­
ganda.”

“ The aim must be that all decent Germans shall be 
National Socialists: only the best National Socialists 
shall be members of the Party.”

“ If these views are not understood especially by the 
members of the bourgeois class, if we are asked whether 
the people will in the long run be content to be led by
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such a minority, then we must answer these inquisitive, 
anxious folk as follows1':

(i) “ Peoples have never yet been successfully led by 
a majority but always only by a minority.”

(ii) “ This minority is not something other, alien to the 
majority and opposed to it, it is composed of the 
best elements chose it out of the people as a whole. 
Just as the nation entrusts to a minority the de­
fence of all its individual vital interests and feels 
no jealousy, so it will without hesitation entrust 
to a minority also the defence of its most weighty 
affairs so soon as it realizes that the minority is the 
most capable authority and, further, represents 
those from its own ranks best qualified to perform 
these tasks” . . . .

“ Now that the National Socialist Movement has come 
to power in the State it is thus of the highest importance 
that never for a second should we forget that as in the 
past the greatest missionary effort in the German revival 
was that of the Party, so it must always remain in the 
future. In the 'Sturm und Drang* period of the Move­
ment one or another might take offence at this or that 
and it mattered little. No improvisation that was ever 
called into life in Germany was perhaps so clearly 
marked by genius as was ours: and, seen in the large, it 
has more than richly fulfilled the hopes which men set 
upon it. But while we must always maintain the living 
character of the Party's organization, it will now be our 
task to work constantly for its internal improvement.”  

“ It is above all else our task to admit to the Party 
as new members only those who can offer us guarantees 
that they do in fact belong to that minority which in the 
past by virtue of its intrinsic worth has always made 
history. I f  formerly the necessary conflict, the demands 
made and the sacrifices called for secured of themselves
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a sound selection amongst the candidates for member­
ship and prevented the chaff from mingling with the 
wheat, in the future by conscientious methods and 
rigorous tests we must see to it that the same care is 
taken.1 For in the early days it was dangerous to become 
a National Socialist, and for this reason we gained the 
best fighters. Now it is profitable for folk to ‘co-ordinate’ 
(gleichsclmlteu) themselves with us, and we must there­
fore be on our guard lest those hasten to join us who 
under the symbol of our fight and our sacrifices do but 
wish to do business cheaply. In the early days our 
opponents took good care that through waves of vetoes 
and persecutions the Movement should from time to 
lime go through a fresh ‘combing out’ process and we 
thus got rid of the light trash that began to find its way 
into our ranks. To-day we ourselves must hold a muster 
and must reject what has proved itself to be base and 
which therefore does not in any true sense belong to us.” 

‘ ‘T he great virtues of readiness for sacrifice, of loyalty 
and obedience in which from time to time we were 
tested by our opponents in the early days we must now 
subject to our own tests, and what does not stand that 
test must leave us. It is in general by no means necessary 
that the National Socialist Party should be reinforced 
only from those out of the nation who might have joined 
us in former years, but who, for whatever reason, did 
not do so. Let us turn our eyes from this world of the 
past and look to the German future. It is our wish and 
will that this State and this Reich shall continue to exist 
in the coming millennia. But for that end the decisive 
factor will be not that which we draw from a none too 
gratifying political past but what we win for the Reich 
from the future. And we can moreover be happy to 
know that this future is already ours— completely ours.

' With this cf. p. +79, supra,
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A  young generation is growing up and it lias never 
experienced the infection of our poisonous party politics, 
it has never experienced the corruption of our parlia­
mentary-democratic system: all this is alien to our 
youth, it is from the outset incomprehensible. Those of 
advanced years may still have their doubts, but youth 
is devoted to us: it has joined us in body and in soul. 
Youth lives in this proud Germany of the swastika, and 
that symbol it will never more be able to tear from its 
heart. Youth loves the singleness of purpose, the reso­
lution of our leadership, and would not understand if 
suddenly a mummified past were to come with utterances 
which even in their language are drawn from an alien 
period— a language no longer spoken, no longer compre­
hended. Youth is not growing up in the belief that 
status, classes, professions are of importance; its faith is 
in a single German nation. In their hearts there is no 
room for the prejudices, the conceit, the arrogance which 
in former generations were the characteristics of some 
classes of our people. For the young live with one 
another, they march together, they sing in common the 
songs of the Movement and of the Fatherland: they 
believe in a Germany which belongs to them all. In 
their ranks wc shall find the best recruits for the National 
Socialist Party, We see them grow from childhood : we 
watch them as they develop. We can test the character 
of each, we can follow their individualities, and at length 
we can choose from their number those who seem to us 
the worthiest to take their places in the ranks of the Old 
Guard.”

"T he obligations of those who to-day are called upon 
to care for the Party and its future are very heavy. The 
first task set us to-day lies in the necessity of uniting 
ever more closely the separate branches of the Party. 
They must understand that they do but exercise different

T H E  O U T L O O K  FOR T H E  F U T U R E :

628



functions, as National Socialists and Comrades in the 
Party— whether members of the political organization, 
of the SA., the SS., the Women’s Union {Frauenschaft), 
or the associations of Peasants and Workmen— they are 
all only fighters in the different detachments1 of the 
N SD AP. It is their task to sustain this new German 
Confederation which provides the political life of the 
German nation with its leaders. The harder, the more 
unbreakable this community is, the more easily will it 
control the great organizations which are essential for 
the building up of the political and social life of the body 
of our people. As soldiers and officers of a community 
of the spirit based upon a common outlook on the 
world1 they have the responsibility of educating the 
whole nation into this common life. They must mould 
youth and introduce it into the State as it is to-day 
and as it shall be in the time to come. They must give 
to tiiosc organizations which include millions of our 
workers and peasants a backbone of National Socialist 
doctrine,3 they must see to it that the supremacy of the 
National Socialist idea is anchored and secured in all 
important posts whether in the State or in the economic 
sphere. And all this they can do only if they form a 
community amongst themselves— a community under 
a perpetual vow and chained together in the bonds of 
loyalty and obedience. They must never expect more 
in virtue and readiness for sacrifice from the nation than 
what they arc ready to do, to give, and to achieve a 
thousandfold. They cannot look for more idealism in 
the people than they are ready to keep alive in their own 
hearts and to show in action. They have no right to 
count on readiness for sacrifice within the nation if they

1 German: Kommandos.
1 Gennari : ah Soldaten und Offiziere einer geistigen weltanschau­

lichen Gemeinschaft. 3 German : das weltanschauliche Gerippe.
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are not prepared always to be themselves models for the 
people, ready to endure every sacrifice, however heavy 
that may be. And above all they must never expect that 
the people’s faith in the National Socialist idea can be 
greater than their own faith, their own devotion to that 
idea. They must recognize certain principles as funda­
mental, as a basis which, whatever their position be, 
they can never desert. He who breaks his vow of loyalty 
has no longer any right to demand loyalty from his 
subordinates. He who refuses to obey has no longer 
any right to expect obedience. He who ceases to act as 
a comrade must not be surprised if one day he also finds 
himself lonely, betrayed, abandoned.” 1

In his May Day speech at Berlin in 193$ Hitler said, 
with reference to the period following the European wav:

“ A  writer has summed up the impressions made on 
him by this time in a book which he entitled ‘The Decline 
of the West’ . Is it then really to be the end of our history 
and of our peoples? No! we cannot believe it. This age 
must be called, not the decline of the West, but the 
resurrection of the peoples of this West of ours! Only 
that which was old, decayed and evil perishes : and let it 
die! But new life will spring up. Faith can be found, 
if the will is there. Our leadership has the will, and 
faith is with the people” . . . .

. . So we have come together on this day to prove 
symbolically that we are more than a collection of indi­
viduals striving one against another, that none of us is 
too proud, none of us too high, none is too rich, and 
none too poor, to stand together before the face of the 
Lord and of the world in this indissoluble, sworn com­
munity, And this united nation, we have need o f it.

1 The closing passage of this extract is translated here ns a good 
example of Hitler’s oratorical practice of amplifying a simple idea.
F.Z., 12 Sept. 1934.
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When was a leadership at any time faced with a heavier 
task than our German leadership? Consider, my com­
rades, what our Germany is, and compare it with other 
countries. What have we? One hundred and thirty- 
seven people to the square kilometre; no colonics; no 
raw materials; no foreign exchange, no capital, no longer 
any foreign credits, only heavy burdens, sacrifices, taxa­
tion, and low wages. What have we, compared with the 
wealth of other States, the wealth of other countries, the 
wealth of other peoples, with the possibilities of living 
that they possess ? What have we? One thing only; we 
have our people. Either it is everything or it is nothing. 
On it alone can wc count. On it alone can we build. 
Everything that we have created up to the present wc owe 
solely to its goodness of heart, its capacity, its loyalty, 
its decency, its industry, its sense of order. And if I weigh 
all this in the batance, it seems to me to be more than all 
that the rest of the world can offer us. So this, I believe, 
can lie our message to the other peoples on this ist of May : 
‘You need have no fear that we want anything of you. 
We are proud enough to confess that we ourselves own 
that treasure, which you certainly could not give us—  
our people.' I could, as leader, think of no more glorious, 
no prouder task in this world than to serve this people. 
One might give me continents, but I would rather be 
the poorest citizen among this people. And with this 
people we must and shall succeed in achieving also the 
tasks that arc still to come.'’ 1

In his speech at Karlsruhe {on 13 March 193d), which 
opened the electoral campaign of the spring of 1936, Hitler 
said:

“ It is my desire to resolve the great antagonisms which 
exist in the life of peoples, in the same way as domestic 

1 F.Z., a May 1935.
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THF- O U T L O O K  F O R  T H E  F U T U R E :

antagonisms, from the standpoint of justice and equity 
and therefore of reason. It might be said: that is impos­
sible, that is fantastic; such hopes arc but ideologies. 
Well, I believe in these ideologies, and on this basis 
wonderful success has already been attained. It is not 
as an idle talker that I come before the German people. 
I can say: These ideas have guided me for three years 
and they have guided me well. When I took over the 
Government three years ago the German people in 
Europe was surrounded by nothing but hostilities. And 
the worst of it was that this mentality seemed on all 
sides to be based upon so little real deliberation: neither 
in this country nor elsewhere had the problems been 
thought out with sufficient consideration. Men let them­
selves be driven into hatred, ill-will, fear, and jealousy. 
I have tried to bring reason into Germany’s relations 
with her neighbours. I have tried to build up our rela­
tions on principles which have always proved to be 
right— on the community of man and human co-opera­
tion. I have endeavoured to make clear to the world and 
to the German people that Europe is a small idea, that 
for centuries past within this small Europe profound 
displacements have not taken place, that here in Europe 
we have to deal with a single family of peoples, that the 
individual members of this family have each become 
consolidated to an infinite degree— that they represent 
nations, filled with traditions looking back on a great 
past, each regarding its own culture as its peculiar 
property and facing the future with pride and hope. I 
have tried to make our own people understand, and the 
others too, that every disagreement inspired by hatred 
can result only in small and impermanent successes. 
The European frontiers of States may change, but their 
peoples remain stable. The frontiers of States can be 
altered, but a people’s frontiers have become positively



unalterable. There are no empty spaces in Europe into 
which the masses of a people can stream. There are no 
peoples in Europe not yet consolidated who could out of 
hand be alienated from their essential character. But 
there is no necessity and therefore it is senseless to try 
to strip peoples of their individuality in order to force 
upon them an alien individuality. I have endeavoured, 
starting from this quite sober weighing of the facts, to 
better the relation of Germany to her neighbours and 
my endeavours have not been without success” . . .  .

‘ ‘There arc many who say that reason is not the de­
cisive factor, but that other imponderables must be 
considered. I believe that there can be nothing of value 
which is not in the last resort based on reason. I refuse 
to believe that in statesmanship one should regard as 
right any views which are not anchored in reason. . . . 
People tell me that if I am a German Nationalist I must 
necessarily wish for military triumphs. I can only say 
that my ambition is to win triumphs of a very different 
kind. I am a German Nationalist and I will represent 
my people with all the fanaticism of a soldier of the 
great army of former days. I have the ambition to raise 
for myself one day a monument in the German people, 
but I know that it is better to raise this monument in 
peace than in a war. The aim of my ambition is rather 
that we should create in Germany the best institutions 
for the education of our people; my wish is that we in 
Germany should get the finest stadia, that our road- 
system should be developed, our culture elevated and 
ennobled. I wish that our towns should be made beauti­
ful. X wish to place Germany among the first in all 
spheres of human culture and human effort. That is 
my ambition!"

“ I want the working-strength of my people not to lie 
fallow, I wish it to be turned into money to create for u$
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once more new values. I want this working-strength to 
be transformed into beauty for our people— into life and 
joy for our people. M y aim shall he that this people 
shall live, so far as possible, a life freed from care, that 
the goods of this life shall be distributed as reasonably 
as possible. But I will not allow another to interfere or 
tiilnk that he can rob us of anything.*’

“  I live only for my people, and the National Socialist 
Movement thinks only of this people. I Jive only for 
the thought of this people’s future; I see before me the 
countless millions who work so hard and have so few 
of life’s gifts, who so often have to struggle with cares 
and so seldom have their share of happiness. The 
National Socialist Movement desires only to help these 
men; it will endeavour to lighten their lot, to bring into 
it some beauty. T o  that end, to the service of the main­
tenance of the people’s life, it wilt devote all its powers 
of work, all its genius and all its skill in organization.” '

In his speech to the German Youth at Nuremberg on 
io  September T93S Hitler said: ‘‘It is the imperishable 
service of the National Socialist Movement that during 
the period of our people's deepest humiliation it never 
for one moment lost its faith in the future, that it fostered 
this faith, and taught Germans to live in accordance 
with it. What meaning could this old Germany, tom 
by inner dissension, still have for our future ? Docs any­
one believe that this Germany of the past could have 
formed that which to-day is a reality ? A  new Movement 
had to come, to educate our people for this, and to 
make them ready to give their energies to the taskl And 
if National Socialism in its historical existence had 
achieved nothing else than the days of 12 and 13 March 
1938,1 it would, even so, have already vindicated its

1 V.B., 14 Mar. 1936. 4 The march into Austria.
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right to exist for a millennium! But I believe that this 
is only the beginning of the beneficent activity of our 
Movement. Immeasurable are the tasks which are set 
before us; but, whatever be those tasks, they can be 
solved only by a people closely united into one body, 
and such a body cannot be formed by wishes and by 
hopes, but only by education. By that alone can we 
create for ourselves the people that we require, the 
people that they will need who arc to make history when 
we arc dead. This people will not be trained through 
the older generations: that training will ever come afresh 
through its youth. And that is the reason why the sight 
of you fills me with such pride and joyl . . .  It is a 
different people from that which in the experience of 
my youth I myself came to know— a people more closely 
knit together than ever before, understanding the great 
task which life holds for it, a community, sharing in a 
common destiny, pledged in lifeor death to fulfil this task.”

"In  this community of destiny you are enrolled I You 
will grow up into it and one day you yourselves will be 
its support. By your steadfastness men will one day 
measure the steadfastness of Germany. And blindly and 
confidently I build on you! When Providence one day 
rakes me from my people, I shall leave to the future 
Leader a people welded fast together, bound up together 
as with iron bands, a people which can nevermore be 
sundered and torn apart, standing unsbakeably together, 
joyful in happy times and defiant in disaster! And of 
this you are for me, boys and girls, each and all the living 
guarantors!” 1

In his speech to the “ Old Guard” on 34 February 1939 
Hitler said:

"German)' has now become that which always hovered 
‘ V.B., i i  Sept. L938.
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before us and that it may ever more nearly approach 
that ideal which, as our programme, we announced nine­
teen years ago in this hall, that shall be our task now, 
and in the future. And that we shall attain it, that is as 
certain as that I stand here.”

“ When the time comes for us to close our eyes in 
death, then those who come after us will receive some­
thing different from that which was given into our hands 
nineteen years ago.” 1

‘ V.B., 26 Feb. 1939.
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23- T H E  Y E A R S  IN  R E T R O S P E C T  A S  
H IT L E R  SA W  T H E M

T H E  F IR S T  S IX  M O N T H S

In a speech to the Party officials of Saxony delivered 
at Leipzig on 16 July 1933 Hitler said:

“ In these six months history has been made in Ger­
many. Germany lives again and let no man think that 
he will ever again be able to destroy this people (Volks- 
tton). The parties have been broken up in Germany, 
and the conception of democracy has followed them. 
Through the Concordat with the Catholic Church the 
participation of clergy in the political life of the parties 
has been brought to an end. We will strengthen religion, 
the churches shall have their freedom: but politics are 
our task.” 1

In his speech (16 July 1933) to the demonstration held at 
the monument commemorating the Battle of Leipzig Hitler 
said:

“ Through a revolution the young National Socialist 
Germany has finally swept out of Germany the men and 
the authorities of the November-Disgrace. If this revo­
lution could be carried through with so triumphant an 
enthusiasm, and if from the first moment its success 
was assured, then we owe this to the unique fact that 
Fate gave to us the possibility of systematically schooling 
and organizing during fourteen years the forces which 
were to effect the revolution. You, the men who stand 
here, have been the support of this revolution, you are 
the guarantors of its final success, i.e. that to the German 
people shall be restored that inner strength without 
which no people on this earth can live.”

■ V . B ., 18 July 1933.
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"This Movement lias already passed through two 
phases: in the first phase we waged a battle for and in 
defence of our Weltanschauung in Germany against the 
terrorism of our foes. Never would our idea have pre­
vailed in Germany had not at first thousands, tens of 
thousands* and later hundreds of thousands of our fellow- 
combatants in brown voluntarily risked their lives for 
this great idea.”

"T hen came the second phase of the battle: we could 
with a single revolutionary onrush frame our attack to 
win power in the State, and now before us there stands 
the third phase of our struggle, the phase which is deci­
sive for the future. To-day wc lead the whole people 
. . .  and thus wc arc fateti with the gigantic task of 
educating the millions who do not yet in their hearts 
(innerlich) belong to us till they become soldiers of this 
Third Reich, soldiers of our Weltanschauung” . . . .

“The form of the old State is shattered: the new form 
is there. For this new form men must now be trained. 
This form prevails now and it shall prevail into the most 
distant future" that Germany may never sec again 
the humiliation of November 1918. . . . "T h e great 
fighting Movement of the German people enters on a 
new stage. You, my comrades, must be the iron stock 
from which generation after generation shall be formed."1

/;( an address to men of the 5 /1., the SS., and the 
Stahlhelm delivered at Nuremberg on 3 September JQ3 3  
Hitler said:

"Heaven can bear witness: the guilt of our people is 
blotted out, the crime is atoned for, the shame is re­
moved. The men of November arc overthrown and 
their power is at an end.” 1

1 V.D., 18 July 1933. 1 V-D > s Sept. 1933­
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A S  H I T L E R  S A W  T H E M

T H E  F IR S T  Y E A R ’ S A C H IE V E M E N T

In his proclamation issued on New Year's Day 1934 
Hitler said:

“ The year 1933 had to bring the decision. For thirteen 
years as National Socialist and as your Leader I have 
with the utmost fanaticism maintained the thesis that 
the word 'capitulation* must never find a place in our 
dictionary. It is always better to be destroyed in honour 
than voluntarily to submit to the foe. And only he who 
is determined to hold the field to the last man can hope 
in the end to come successfully to his rights. It was in 
this frame of mind that we had fought for-thirteen years, 
and now in the fourteenth, although we had suffered 
very heavy sacrifices, already in the first month of the 
year we won once more a new great victory. The success 
of 15 January 1933 in Lippe-Detmold led to the final 
discouragement of our foes and thus introduced the 
greatest revolution which Germany had experienced for 
many centuries. . . . What has happened during the 
eleven months since 30 January 1933 is a change of 
such wonderful range and content that later genera­
tions will hardly be able to grasp it in the whole of its 
scope” . . .  .

“ The great life-task which I had set before myself 
was completed in barely six months! Marxism was 
destroyed and Communism laid in the dust. Fourteen 
years long have I preached the necessity of conquering 
this doctrine of madness and of destroying the organiza­
tions infected by it as the condition for the restoration 
of Germany. Marxism in Germany exists no longer. . . . 
National Socialism has remained the conqueror and it 
will never allow its foes to raise themselves again. For, 
my comrades, we have not forbidden to Marxism its 
organizations: we have taken from it the people. The
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army of the millions of German working men who had 
fallen victims to this madness has been led back into the 
community of the German people. The German working 
man is no longer an alien body in the German State: he 
is the force which sustains the German nation. And just 
as the Marxist foe of our people lias been annihilated, so 
in the same way have the bourgeois parties been destroyed. 
The organizations of class-division, of class-hatred, and 
of class-war have on both sides been dissolved and 
swept away. And the State of these parties— it, too, 
exists no more.”

“ Once for all parliamentary transactions with their 
corrupting intrigues1 have been brought to an end.”

“ The National Socialist principle of the authority of 
the leadership has. conquered parliamentary incompe­
tence.”

“ Thereby the conception of the value of personality 
has been secured in all its commanding significance: it 
is destined to form the foundation of our whole work of 
organization and reconstruction. At the same time we 
all clearly realize that the penetration of our public life 
by this new conception will take not merely a few 
months but will need an education lasting for decades 
and a continuous development.”

“ Parallel with this victory over the party-State went 
the strengthening of the authority of the idea of the 
Reich. The elements responsible for continuous oppo­
sition, perpetual criticism, and unending carping—  
responsible even for the conscious sabotage to which 
the Reich was subjected— have either been overcome or 
destroyed. And this re-formation of the Reich gains its 
highest significance only through the formation of a real 
German nation. The German people, triumphing over 
parties, castes, confessions, and Weltanschauungen, has 

1 German: Kuhhandel.
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at length come together into a unity, and upon those 
who would harm this community a pitiless war has been 
declared in all spheres of our public life."

"Without respect of person or descent, of caste, of 
calling, or of property, we have attacked corruption 
with vigour. We have really broken with the principle 
that one must indeed hang the small thief, but let the 
large thief go his way unharmed.”

“ Wc have endeavoured to free economic life from 
those parasites who saw the safety of their own existence 
in organizing divisions amongst the people. Wc have 
accordingly taken the organizations out of the hands of 
the international Marxist destroyers of our trades 
unions as they were originally conceived, just as on the 
other hand we have taken them from the representatives 
of big-business syndicates.” 1

"W e have taken economic differences and their settle­
ment out of the sphere of economic, political, and social 
struggles for power and have handed them over for 
consideration and solution to a superior authority which 
might keep in view the interests of all. Thereby we have 
so strengthened in all those interested in our economic life 
their trust in the political leadership of the nation that 
it can henceforth do justice to the great tasks which we 
have been compelled to set before it. This general 
confidence in the leadership is essential if the attack 
upon unemployment is to be successful” . . . .

"T h e motorization of our traffic was freed from a 
state of positive lethargy and in this year has seen an 
extraordinary revival."

" A  mighty network of roads is in course of con­
struction,”

“ The threatened ruin of the whole of German housing 
was averted. Over one and a half million workers and 

* G e r m a n  : den Vertretern großkapitalistischer Syndikate,
T  t 6 4 I
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craftsmen in the building trades arc at present employed 
in Germany on repairs to houses and dwellings.”

“ Work has been begun on great private and public 
buildings, some designed for State purposes and others 
as national monuments.”

"In many spheres national production which we have 
systematically encouraged can to-day point once more 
to very great achievements.”

"T h e State by legislation which went to the root of 
the evil has put a stop to the activity of those who were 
systematically ruining our peasantry.”

“ Vast undertakings for public assistance have been 
called into being, and although the results already 
attained have fallen far short of our hopes the second 
year will learn from the mistakes of the first and will 
increase the success and the third year will do yet better; 
it is our purpose which nothing shall weaken that just 
as we have fought the battle for power during fourteen 
years and that battle has been crowned with success, so in 
the end we shall be successful in our fight against distress.” 

Towards the close of the Proclamation Hitler turned to a 
review of foreign policy: "I have always passionately pro­
tested against the attempt to misrepresent the inferiority 
of Governments as though that implied the inferiority 
of the German people. And if at last on the 12th of 
November the German people supported the great fight 
of our Movement and of the German Government, 
inspired by our Movement, for peace, honour, and equal 
rights with the mightiest vote of confidence that was 
ever given, then I know that that was not so much a sign 
of the excellence of the present Government, but rather 
a sign of the inner decency of our people which had 
returned to its better self. That is the highest and fairest 
success of this year.” 1

1 V .B ., 2 Jan. 1934­
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In a speech to the " Old Guard” delivered on 19 March 
1934 in Munich Hitler said: "That which the centuries 
did not venture to attempt, that in which half a millen­
nium failed, what generations sought to achieve but 
could not, that we have created in a single year.” 1

THE YEAR 1 9 3 3 - 1 9 3 4

In his Proclamation read at the opening of the Parteitag 
in Nuremberg in September 1934 Hitler said that the 
period between the Parteitag of 1933 and that of 1934 
could be characterized as the year in which their political 
power in Germany was assured.1 “ Thereby the form of 
German life was finally determined for the next mil­
lennium.”

"In this same period there falls also the continuance 
of the work of fashioning the internal construction of 
the German Reich. Five hundred years of division and 
therefore of weakness for the German nation thus finds 
its dose. The German people in future will sec its 
destiny to lie in a single State just as there is but a single 
National Socialist Party. The crippling opposition be­
tween the Reich and Prussia is resolved in the same way 
as the incomprehensible antagonism of individual South 
German States has been liquidated.”

"A ll the leading posts are being occupied by obedient 
sons of the National Socialist Party, and they thus 
guarantee that a single will dominates Germany and so 
Germany itself appears once more united in one will. 
. . . Through legislation and measures of organization 
the Press has entered into the service of this mighty 
idea and of our people’s task and now co-operates to 
produce in an ever higher degree the unity of opinion 
and of will.”

1 F.Z., 21 Mar. 1934.
2 German : das Jahr der politischen M a c h t i i c h e r u n g  in Deutschland.
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“ Wherever wc look in Germany we see on every side 
only one thing: the Reich and the people during the 
last twelve months have rapidly and quickly1 adopted 
National Socialist teachings and have been won for our 
idea: thus, as it were by some transformation, they have 
become a mighty force” . . . .

“ Through the attitude adopted by the army, the sole 
bearer of the nation’s arms, to this new State the final 
guarantee of the new conditions is assured— a guarantee 
which will have its effect for an unlimited future” .2

T im  y e a r  1934

In his New Year's proclamation to the Party, 1 January 
1935, Hitler said:

“ A  year eventful for Germany has come to an end. 
For the second time we celebrate the ist of January in 
our State. The Movement can look back with pride on its 
achievements of the last twelve months, for the political 
and moral regeneration, no less than the economic 
revival, of our people arc its work. Where would G er­
many have been without it? In days to come posterity 
will establish historically the greatness of this general 
revolution, which in the second year of the National 
Socialist régime was continued and secured.”

"Twelve months ago our opponents were prophesying 
for 1934 the inevitable collapse of the new Reich. Yet 
Germany and the German people have become stronger 
in all aspects of their national existence and their self­
defence.”

“Although Providence has taken from us this year a 
large-hearted mediator in the person of our Field 
Marshal,3 mutual harmony between the idea and purpose

1 G e r m a n :  mit rapider Schnelligkeit. 1 F.Z., 6 S e p t .  19 3 4 .

3 i .e . v o n  I -I in d e n b u r g .
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of the National Socialist Movement on the one hand, 
and the German people on the other, has become ever 
more close. Since the purge of unworthy elements within 
the Party which took place last summer the Party is to-day 
more than ever the actual political representative of the 
nation’s will; and this not by any unauthorized and 
therefore presumptuous usurpation, but justifiably, as 
is shown by the recent fresh affirmation of the will of the 
overwhelming majority of our people."

"I  know', my comrades, that in the coming year this 
will not only remain so, but will gain in strength, for the 
great work of reform in people and Reich will be carried 
farther. The fight against unemployment and social 
distress will go on. As for our enemies, and those 
visionaries1 who imagine even now that they can, by a 
flood of conventional lies and insinuations, disunite the 
people and Reich of National Socialist Germany, and 
bring down the Government which they hate— in twelve 
months’ time stern reality will refute them, even as it has 
in the year which lies behind us.”

“ In face of the discipline and loyalty of the National 
Socialist Party and its adherents, in face of the unshakable 
faith and resolution of its leaders, every attempt to injure 
Germany will in the end prove ineffectual.. . .  The year 
1935 shall see us all filled with a more intense eagerness 
to fight and to labour for our people. And for this people 
we can wish nothing better than a life in honour and in 
peace, for then by God’s help will our work succeed in 
assuring to the nation its daily bread. But our most 
ardent wish for this year 1935 is the return of that Ger­
man territory- which, through the voice of its blood, will 
on 13 January declare before the whole world its in­
separable community with the German Reich.1

1 G e r m a n  : Phantasten, * T h e  S a a r ,

J F.Z., z Jan . I93S.
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In his Proclamation to the German people on the second 
anniversary of the coming into power of the National 
Socialist Government (30 January 79J5) Hitler said: 

"T h e  outbreak of the World War represents a turning- 
point in history not merely in the memory of the living 
witnesses of the event but also for the generations yet to 
come. Such another turning-point for our German 
people was the coming into power of the National 
Socialist Government. A nation that was wasting away 
in dull despair has been set upon its feet once more; it 
has been filled with a strong faith and confidence in the 
spiritual value and the creative force of its own life. And 
its greatest and decisive service lies in this fact: with the 
change of the external symbols there corresponded a 
change in the inner life of men. In joyous self-discipline 
countless millions of our people have devoted themselves 
to the service of the new idea. By the side of the fanatical 
fighters of our revolutionary National Socialist Party 
there have taken their stand the soldiers of our army, 
an army rich in the traditions of the past. A  mobilization 
of human forces began on a scale hardly dreamed of 
before. Starting from the companies of our youth in 
their millions up to the gigantic community of the active 
workers with head and hand1 united in a single front—  
wc see in them all the witnesses to National Socialist 
skill in organization, and to the National Socialist work 
in organization. It is not that an old world was broken, 
in order later to build up a new world, but rather that 
the uprising of a new world has superseded the old.” *

In his speech at the celebration of the 15th anniversary of 
the founding of the Party (24 February 7955) Hitler said: 

Fifteen years ago in our programme we promised a 
1 G e r m a n :  Arbeiter der Stirn und Faust: 'w o r k e r s  o f  th e  b r o w  

a n d  th e  f is t ' .  * F  Z-> 3 * J a n - >935 -
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revolution : “and over Germany there has come a revolu­
tion, deep and mighty. Not externally havewe conquered 
the old system, but in the hearts of men. All the ferments 
■which were destroying the people have been banished— 
Marxism and just to the same extent our rootless and 
equally international bourgeois party system. In its 
place there has come a community, in the political sphere 
the community of the German people, in the economic 
sphere the Front of our workers."

"Wc have been in power only for two years. People 
must not imagine that our energy now after some twenty- 
five months is exhausted. On the contrary, we stand only 
at the beginning of the new development. What we have 
created in two years is but the proclamation of that which 
one day shall be.”

"To all those who roam through Germany still 
cherishing their silent hopes I have only one thing to say: 
So often in my life I have been a prophet and you have 
not believed me but have laughed at me and mocked me. 
But I would wish to be a prophet still and I would say 
to you : you will never come back! That which to-day is 
will never fade away, and that which was will never 
return."'

THE YEARS 19 3 3 -19 3 5

In  his Proclamation o f  i  January 1936 H itler said: 
“ For us to whom it has been given to fashion and to 
experience this great turning-point in the history of our 
people it is difficult to estimate which of the three years 
which now lie behind us possesses greater significance 
for the resurrection of the German people. In 1933 we 
won power within the State. In 1934 we strengthened 
and widened that power through our preparations

1 FJi., 3 6  F e b . 19 3 5 .
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towards securing our external freedom. The year 1935 is 
marked by the winning of that freedom in relation to the 
world beyond our frontiers and within the Reich by the 
farther advance of the National Socialist idea and of 
National Socialist principles. That along with this 
tremendous work of the political restoration of Germany 
we also succeeded in carrying through and continuing 
Germany’s economic rebuilding may fill us all with 
special pride.”

‘ 'While we may look back with justifiable satisfaction 
on a truly tremendous work of political, cultural and 
economic reconstruction, certain clairvoyant journalists 
have chosen this moment to fix once more the date at 
which the downfall of Germany is to ensue. Here too we 
can still remain satisfied. For these empty phrases will 
pass, but the results of our work will remain. And the 
year 1936 which lies before us must and shall be a further 
year of National Socialist resolution and energy.”

"But the greater grows the strength of the Reich, the 
more clearly that strength finds its expression in the 
re-creation of the army of our people, the more conscious 
must we be of the burden of the obligation which this 
new arm lays upon us. When we look upon the many 
confusions and disturbances of the rest of the world, it is 
only then that we begin to realize the blessing of the clear 
and stable régime in our own State and at the same time 
the blessing and the profit of the peace which that régime 
guarantees. To remain such a bulwark of national Euro­
pean discipline and culture against the Bolshevist enemy 
of mankind will in the coming year also be our zealous 
aim. , . . Our supreme effort also in the coming year 
must be to preserve peace abroad in the interest of that 
life of freedom and honour which we have now re­
discovered.” 1

> V .B ., 2 Jan. 1936.

T H E  Y E A R S  IN R E T R O S P E C T

648



For the nero confidence of Germany may be compared two 
sentences of Hiller's from a speech delivered to " Old 
Fighters" on 30 January 1936:

“ If anyone should think that he can treat us as slaves 
he will find that we arc the most stubborn people in the 
world."

“ We are no longer defenceless helots, we have become 
free and sclf-conscious ‘Citizens of the World’.” 1

Speaking to the. workmen at Essen on 27 March J"9j 6 
Hitler said:

“ No man of honest and upright character can deny 
that in many fields an extraordinary amount has been 
accomplished in the last three years. The life of our 
nation has experienced a new order. Our economic life 
has reached a new level of prosperity. You yourselves, 
workmen here in Germany’s greatest factory, can bear 
witness to this. You know how empty these halls used 
to be, how dead things were in so many of these steel 
cathedrals of industry. And you hear and see how life 
here to-day is humming with busy energy, not only in 
the armament-producing works, but everywhere through­
out this giant concern. It may be only a small section of 
our whole economic life, but it is symbolic, nevertheless, 
of the recovery of the German people, of its economy, 
and therefore of its potentialities for living.”

" I f  you ask me, my German workmen, how this be­
came possible, let me tell you that I did not need to 
spend a long time in looking for a prescription. There 
were no prescriptions to my hand, and there could not 
be, for the past had left only one prescription— how not 
to do it, if one did not want to bring the people to ruin. 
No, I had to travel by new and unknown paths. And the 
fact remains that in these three years nearly five million 

* > 31 Jin. 1936.
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men were brought back into employment. We have 
succeeded not only in arresting the downfall of the Reich, 
the financial ruin of the German States, the death of our 
municipalities, but wc have restored Reich, States, and 
municipalities alike to vigorous health. We have been 
able to set countless factories to work again, to bring the 
smoke back to innumerable dead stacks and chimneys. 
We have not only sent out our ships once more to sail the 
seas of the world, but we have been able to build many 
new ones. Thus the whole German shipbuilding industry 
is at work to-day, even asyou who stand here are at work.” 1

T H E  F O U R  Y E A R S ’  A C H IE V E xM E N T : 1 9 3 3 - 1 9 3 6  

Hitler, in his Proclamation at the opening of the Parteitag 
of IQ36, gavchis answer to the question, "What has National 
Socialism made out of Germany in the last four years?”

“ In all spheres of our national life there has been since 
four years ago an immense advance. The tempo and the 
scale of the political advance are unique, and above all the 
inner consolidation of the German nation is unique in 
history” . . . .

“ On the evening of 30 January 1933 I made known to 
the German people in a short Proclamation the aims 
which we had set before us in our battle. I then asked that 
I might be granted four years: at the end of that time I 
wished to render account to the German people of the 
fulfilment or non-fulfilment of that promise.”

“ Our foes were convinced that we should never have 
an opportunity to ask the nation for such a judgement, 
for the longest period that they were prepared to allow 
our Government was barely six to twelve weeks.”

“ And what has National Socialism in these four years 
made of Germany? Who from amongst our foes would

1 V . B . , 29 Mar. 1936.
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to-day have the effrontery to step forward as our ac­
cuser?”

“ What appeared to them then fantastic and incapable 
of realization in my Proclamation seems to-day the most 
modest announcement of an achievement which towers 
above the promises then made. Our opponents thought 
that wc could not carry out the programme of 1933 
which now seems to us so small an affair. But what would 
they have said if 1 had propounded to them that pro­
gramme which the National Socialist Government has 
as a matter of fact realized in not quite four years? How 
they would have jeered if on the 30th of January 1933 I 
had declared that within four years Germany would have 
reduced its six million unemployed to one million!” 

“ That the enforced expropriation of the German 
peasantry would have been brought to an end.”

“ That the receipts from German agriculture would be 
higher than in any previous year in time of peace.” 

“ That the total national income would be raised from 
41 milliards annually to over 56 milliards.”

“ That the German middle-classes and German artisans 
would enjoy a new prosperity.”

“ That trade would once more recover.”
“ That German ports would no more resemble ship 

grave-yards."
“ That in 1936 on German wharves alone over 640,000 

tons of shipping would be under construction.”
"That countless manufactories would not merely 

double but treble and quadruple the number of their 
workmen. And that in less than four years innumerable ' 
others would be rebuilt.”

“ That a Krupp factory would vibrate once again with 
the roaring and the hammering of the machines of the 
German resurrection and that over all of these under­
takings men would recognize as the supreme law of thèir

«S«
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effort not the unscrupulous profit of the individual but 
the service of the nation.”

"That the silent motor-works would not only spring 
into life but would he enlarged on an unheard of scale.” 

"T h at the production of motor-cars would rise from
45,000 in the year 1932 to some quarter of a million.” 

"That in four years the deficits of our States and cities 
would be wiped out.”

"T hat the Reich would gain from taxation an annual 
increase of nearly five milliards.”

“ That the German Imperial Railway would at length 
recover, and that its trains would he the quickest in the 
world.”

"That to the German Reich would be given roads such 
that since the beginnings of human civilization they have 
never had their match for size and beauty: and that of 
the first 7,000 kilometres which were planned already 
after not quite four years 1,000 kilometres would be in 
use and over 4,000 kilometres would be in couree of 
construction.”

“ That enormous new settlements with hundreds of 
thousands of houses would come into being, while in 
ancient cities of the Reich mighty new buildings would 
arise which may be said to be the greatest in the world.” 

“That hundreds upon hundreds of gigantic bridges 
would be thrown over gorges and valleys.”

"That German ‘Kultur1 in these and similar new 
achievements would confirm its eternal value.”

“That German theatres and concerts of our German 
music would celebrate their resurrection,”

"That with all this the German people would take an 
active share in this revolutionary renewal of the spirit, 
while not a single Jew would make an appearance in thia 
intellectual leadership of the German people.”

“ If I had prophesied then that in four years the whole
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German Press would be filled with a new ‘ethos* and 
would be in the sendee of German aims, that for German 
business life ( Wirtschaft) the law of a new professional 
honour would be proclaimed, so that in every sphere the 
German experiences a renewal of his personality and his 
action.”

“ If I hud at that time foretold that after these four years 
there would be only one single German people, that no 
Social Democracy, no Communism, no Centrum, not 
even a bourgeois party' would any longer be able to sin 
against the life of Germany, that no trade union would any 
longer be alile to incite the workers, and no employers’ 
association to min the employers, that after these four 
years no German State would have its separate govern­
ment, that in Germany there would no longer be any 
State-parliaments {Landtage), that the sixteen flags and 
the sixteen different traditions which they represented 
would have ceased to exist and have been brought to­
gether as one, and that the whole nation— from the work­
man to the soldier— would in the future march only in 
support of a single confession of faith and a single flag.”

“ What would they have said if I had prophesied to 
them that Germany in these four years would have freed 
itself from the slave-fetters of Versailles, that the Reich 
would regain general compulsory military service, that 
every German, as before the War, would serve two years 
for the freedom of the country, that a new fleet would be 
under construction to protect our coasts and our trade, 
that a mighty new air arm would guarantee the security 
o f our towns, our factories and works, that the Rhineland 
would be brought under the supremacy of the German 
nation, and that thereby the sovereignty of the Reich 
would be restored over the whole of its territory ?”

“ What would they have said to my prophecy that the 
people, at that time so divided, before four years were

A S  H I T L E R  S A W  T H E M
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past would— 9Q per cent, of it— go to the polls and that 
99 per cent, would say ‘Yes’ in support of the National 
Socialist policy of reconstruction, of national honour and 
freedom ?”

“ If four years ago I had prophesied this and much 
else 1 should have been branded as a madman and the 
whole world would have laughed at me. But all this is 
now accomplished fact, and this is the achievement of not 
quite four years. . . . The National Socialist political 
leadership of Germany in this short time has wrought a 
miracle.” *

T H E  Y E A R S  IN R E T R O S P E C T

THE SIX YEARS’ ACmr.VT.MENT, 19 3 8  

Speaking at Reichenberg on 2 December 193S, before the  

first elections held in the newly n on Sudeten German terri­
tory, Hitler said: “ Since the year 1933, the National 
Socialist Party has been the responsible authority in 
Germany, arid the German people can give its judgement 
upon it at any time. It has given this judgement, and the 
result has not been otherwise than I expected. What 
have we not done in these few years! The most tremen­
dous questions have been solved, problems with which 
other statesmen, who arc continually coming forward as 
tutors of the old Europe, are still afflicted to-day, and 
which they are incapable of mastering. We have over­
come them, and that, too, with brilliant success!2 Ques­
tions of an economic and political nature, questions of 
production, immense problems of national and foreign 
policy— all have been grappled with and solved. I do not 
believe that a single one of our former opponents would 
have considered possible what has actually taken place.”  

“As early as 1933 the rise of Germany begins; all the

1 V.B., 10 Sept. 15136.
1 T h e r e  is  n c u r io u s  m is p r in t  in  th e r e p o r t  o f  th e  s p e e c h  in 

V-B., 4 Dec. 1938: unit 2 tear Grenzen! Read glänzend.
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internal manifestations of collapse are eliminated; our 
classes, social distinctions, and parties are overcome; all 
mischief-makers are suppressed, and this is followed by 
our departure from the League of Nations.”

‘‘Already in 1934 the consolidation of the Reich is 
being completed; the struggle against economic collapse 
progresses; wc start on the improvement of our road- 
system; above all, the trebling of the German military 
forces is begun!”

“ In 1935 perhaps the most important paragraph of the 
Versailles treaty is annulled: conscription is introduced, 
and thereby for the first time the new freedom of Ger­
many is proclaimed. The struggle for the creation of our 
new German economic system is successfully continued.” 

“ By 1936 Germany is already able to set aside yet an­
other oppressive clause in the 'Diktat of Shame’, the 
Rhineland is taken back under the sovereignty of the 
Reich!”

“ In the autumn of that same year the last remnants of 
international control in Germany arc effaced. And in 
that year, too, Germany steps forward in the eyes of 
the world as a Power no longer unconcerned in foreign 
political developments, and a year later still, shows her­
self determined, even if necessary by an appeal to arms, 
to safeguard the rights of the German nation!”

“This year 1937, however, sees also the greatest con­
structive economic work that a nation has ever under­
taken. The Four Years Plan begins to be carried into 
effect: theories and schemes are now becoming realities. 
Our army is strengthened to an extraordinary degree.” 

“And then comes the year 1938, that year whose 
profound convulsions you yourselves have shared with us, 
a year which has realized the plans and the hopes of 
many centuries 1”

“My fellow-countrymen, all this is the result of the
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struggle for the sou! of the German people, for the 
attainment of a community of the German people. This 
year this German community has shown itself for the 
first lime to be a realitv, which yields to no threat and to 
no oppression. We have set very moderate limits to the 
aims of our foreign policy; but somewhere there comes 
rt point where international rights cease, and the national 
rights of the peoples must have their say. In this present 
year we have embarked on the defence of this national 
right to existence, determined to throw into that defence 
all our force and all our power. Millions of Germans 
could not join their families this summer and autumn. 
For many months they were in barracks or on their 
training-ground. All have thereby made their solemn 
profession of faith that the community of the German 
people is for them more than a mere word, more than a 
phrase, that it is a sacred duty for which every individual 
is prepared instantly to hazard his life, if necessary, even 
as millions of others have done before us.” '

THE YEAR 1938

Replying to the Neio Year wishes offered by Mgr. Cesare 
Orsettigo, doyen of the Diplomatic Corps in Berlin, on 
12 January 1939 Hitler said: “ The German nation recalls 
with profound thankfulness that the year 1938 brought 
to our people too the realization of its right to self- 
determination— a right which none may bargain away. 
If this result was attained without breaking the peace of 
Europe for a single day, a large share in that achievement 
is due to the policy of a wise understanding on the part 
of the Powers, which found its expression in the Munich 
agreement, I have already taken the opportunity in an­
other place on the occasion of this New Year to express 
the gratitude felt by the German people towards those

' F.Z., 4 D ec. 1938.
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statesmen who in the year 1938 undertook to co-operate 
with Germany in seeking to find the means for a peaceful 
settlement of urgent problems. That we succeeded in 
reaching the peaceful solution which we all desired, we 
owe not only to the will to peace and to the sense of 
responsibility of the Governments concerned, but above 
all to their recognition of the fact that necessities based 
on historical development and on the natural needs of 
the peoples must sooner or later be acknowledged; they 
cannot lie brushed aside so as to damage any individual 
people or State, and still less can they be obstructed by 
violent means. The Powers concerned have from the 
recognition of this fact drawn the necessary conclusions 
for their political decisions and have thus made a genuine 
contribution not only towards the preservation of Euro­
pean peace, but also towards the creation of a healthier 
and a happier Europe.’’ 1

T H E  T W O  M IR A C L E S

In his Proclamation at the opening of the Party Congress 
at N urem berg on 6 September 193S, Hitler reviewed once 
again the past history of the National Socialist Movement. 
“ When after so many years we look back to-day to that 
first period of our mighty struggle, it must come home 
to us, how vast a change of destiny is here! . . .  Yet wc 
must never forget that during this whole time our people 
has always remained the same. The people of the year 
1918 was none other than the people of 1914; the people 
of 1923 was the same as that of 1918 and that of 1938. 
They are the same men and women. How is this riddle 
to be solved ? M y comrades, one thing has altered since 
then: the leadership of Germany has changed". . .  .

“ The miracle which took place between 1805 and 1813 
was no different. The men and the women of Prussia at 

1 F.Z ., 13 Jan. 1939, 
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the time of the battle of Leipzig were the same Prussians 
as in the days of Jena and Auerstädt. But then, too, a 
weak leadership of State and army had been replaced 
during those few years by a heroic leadership, and itsvery 
names— the names of Stein and Blücher, of Scharnhorst 
and Gneisenau, of Yorck and Clausewitz, and thousands 
upon thousands more— these names alone explain to us 
the miracle of the great rise of Prussia. In days to come 
the miracle of the rise of Germany in our own day—  
that, also, must be seen to rest on nothing else.” '

JANUARY 19 3 3  AND JANUARY I 9 3 9

Hitler, in his speech to the veut Reichstag of Greater 
Germany after the incorporation of the Sudeten territory 
{30 January rçjç), looked back on the Germany of January 
1933; he said:

“ When on the evening of 30 January 1 9 3 3 — six years 
ago to-day— beneath the light of their torches the tens of 
thousands of National Socialist fighters passed through 
the Brandenburger Tor to express to me, the newly 
nominated Chancellor of the Reich, their feelings of 
overflowing joy and their confession of loyalty as my 
followers, countless anxious eyes both here in Berlin and 
throughout Germany gazed at the beginning of a develop­
ment the issue of which it appeared impossible to dis­
cern or to foresee.”

“ Some 13 million of German voters— men and women 
— then stood behind me. An imposing number, but yet 
only a little more than a third of the sum of the votes cast. 
It was true that the remaining twenty millions were divided 
and split up between thirty-five other parties and groups. 
The one thing which united them was a common hatred

' V .B ., 7 Sept. 1938. C f. another treatm ent o f the sumo theme 
in H itler's address to the SA -, S S ., & c., at the N urem berg Parteitag 

o f  1937, 12 Sept. 1937- V .B ., 13 Sept. 1937.
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of our young Movement, a hatred bom of a bad con­
science or of purposes which were still worse. It united—  
as it still docs elsewhere to-day— priests of the Centre 
Party and Communist atheists, socialist annihilators of 
property and capitalist Stock Exchange interests, Con­
servative champions of the State and Republican de­
stroyers of the Reich. All of them had come together to 
protect their interests during the long fight of National 
Socialism for leadership and had made common cause 
with the Jews. Bishops of the different churches, playing 
a political game, had spread their hands over them in 
blessing. And against this splitting up of the nation, 
united only in negation, stood that third of German men 
and women, with their faith, those who had undertaken 
to raise anew the German people and Reich in the face 
of a world of internal and external opposition. The whole 
picture of the greatness of the collapse of Germany at 
that time begins gradually to grow dim, but one thing 
even to-day is not forgotten. It seemed that only a 
miracle could save Germany at the twelfth hour. And we 
National Socialists believed in this miracle. Over the 
belief in this miracle our foes made merry. The thought 
that one should wish to redeem the nation from a ruin 
which had now lasted for a decade and a half simply 
through the force of a new idea appeared to those who 
were not National Socialists as the delusion of visiona­
ries (Phantasterei) ; to the Jews and the other enemies 
of the State it appeared as the last insignificant spasm of 
force within the national resistance, and when that was 
exhausted one might hope to be able finally to annihilate 
not only Germany but Europe.”

" A  Germany sinking in Bolshevist chaos would at that 
time have hurled the whole West into a crisis of un­
imaginable gravity. Only the most limited of islanders 
could persuade themselves into believing that the Red

AS HITLER SAW T H E M
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Plague would of its own accord have cried a halt before 
the sacredness of a democratic idea or at the frontiers of 
States who had shown no interest in its advance. With 
Mussolini and Italian Fascism began the salvation of 
Europe at one end, and at the other National Socialism 
carried on the work of salvation and to-day we can in 
another country* see the same spectacle of a brave con­
quest of the Jewish international effort at destruction in 
the face of the world of European civilization.”

. . The six years which now lie behind us are filled 
with the most stupendous events in the whole of our 
German history. On 30 January 1933 I entered the 
Wilhelmstrasse filled with profound anxiety for the 
future of my people. To-day six years later I can speak 
to the first Reichstag of Greater Germany (Großdeutsch­
lands). Truly we can, perhaps more than any other 
generation, understand the meaning of the old religious 
phrase: ‘What a change is here through the dispensation 
of God.’ 1,1 11

THE YEARS IN RETROSPECT

I11 the same speech Hitler said:
“ The year 1938 was first and foremost the triumph of 

an idea. An idea united a people in contrast with earlier 
centuries when one believed that this task must be left 
exclusively to the sword.” J

1 i .e .  S p a in . 1 V .B .,  1 F e b .  193 9- ’  I b id .
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T H E  R E IC H S T A G  FIRE

Addendum to p. 235

On 9 August 1933 the New York n Staatszeitung" pub­
lished an interview with Hitler in which he said: irWhen 
on that night of the fire in the Reichstag and in the Berlin 
Castle we received appeals for help from all parts of 
Germany by telephone, telegraph, and wireless, telling 
us of the approaching Bolshevist conspiracy and revolu­
tion, I determined to set in motion all the forces, all the 
Storm Troops at my disposal. 'Bend or break’ was my 
watchword. The revelations made two hours later proved 
how right I was. On the immediate occupation of public 
buildings, including the university, the libraries, and 
numerous district council offices, in Berlin alone fuses, 
petrol-soaked tinder, and explosives were discovered. I f  
in that decisive hour I had not acted in the interests of 
peace and order against the Bolshevist attempt to set 
Germany aflame, not only the Reichstag and the castle, 
but all the public buildings of Germany, and— who 
knows ?— perhaps of all Western countries would to-day 
be a heap of ashes. The coming legal proceedings will 
open the eyes of the world to the sensations of that night 
which are revealed by the material we have found but 
could not hitherto publish on account of our investiga­
tions. The proofs guarantee the unmasking of a Bol­
shevist world-conspiracy.” '

1 T h e  G erm an  text o f this report is inaccessible to m e; 1 quote 
the translation given in K onrad H eiden “a One M an against Europe, 
"P e n g u in  S p ecia l" , 1939, pp. at5~ *6. Needless to say, the proofs 
w ere never produced, neither at the Reichstag Fir« trial nor at any 

tim e thereafter.
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AD D EN D U M  (See p. 413 supra.)

In a speech delivered to political leaders at the Nuremberg 
Parteitag on 7 September 1934 Hiller spoke of the greatness 
of the obligation imposed by the duty of maintaining that 
which had been won at the price of so hard a fight. “ It 
would be a crime” , he said, “ if we ever allowed that to 
fall which had to be fought for and achieved with so much 
work, so many anxieties and sacrifices, and with so much 
distress. No! The Movement, that lives and stands, 
founded as firm as a rock. And so long as but a single 
one of us can draw breath he will devote to this Move­
ment his powers and will champion its cause just as in 
the years which lie behind us. One cannot become dis­
loyal to that whicli has given to the whole of life its con­
tent, its meaning, and its purpose. It was a great distress 
and a mighty behest which seized upon us. A  thing like 
this would never have been created out of nothing if a 
great command had not lain at the foundation of this 
work. And it was no earthly superior who gave us that 
command; that was given us by the God Who created 
our people and Who cannot will that His work should 
go to ruin only because a single generation had grown 
feeble. We are all so much bound up with this immense 
sum of toil and with its glorious result that we could 
never in the future waver in the fulfilment of our duty. 
But it is essential that we should ever and again in utter 
clarity bring into consciousness what it is which has 
made us great that we may never forget that which alone 
can keep us great. It was our boundless loyalty to our 
people and, derived from that, our loyalty to our Move­
ment. It was loyalty one to another, it was a comradeship 
which nothing could break; it was obedience, the will to 
follow, modesty, it was sclf-sacrificc, the readiness to 
give ourselves for our ideal— for without these this
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miracle would never have come to pass. . . .  It was the 
great distress of our people which one day seized upon 
us, which brought us together in the fight and the 
struggle and which caused us to become great. There­
fore this can never be understood by those who have not 
suffered from the same distress in their own people. T o 
them it seems a riddle, a mystery— this force that ever 
unites these hundreds of thousands, that gives them the 
strength to endure distress, pain, and privation. They 
can conceive of this only as the result of an order issued 
by the State. They are wrong! It is not the State which 
gives its orders to us, but we who give orders to the 
State! It is not the State which has created us; we 
fashioned for ourselves our State.1 For to one we may 
appear to be a Party; to another an organization; to a 
third something else, but in truth we are the German 
People. The German People can find no better repre­
sentatives than those of its men who are readiest in 
sacrifice and most resolute in fighting. We know that 
in the future, too, this fight will never come to an end. 
For a people also the command holds good: ‘What thou 
hast inherited from thy fathers, win it ever anew for 
thyself.’ And what we have gained through fighting we 
will ever preserve through new fighting. For we know 
that the coming into being of the community of the 
people is no haphazard affair. If a people is rent asunder, 
split up in classes, and if these classes no longer under­
stand or comprehend each other, then it is not enough 
that individuals should realize the harmfulness of such 
a condition : it is essential that they should, from a recog­
nition of what is possible, draw the right conclusions—  
that they should come to stajid together, men of all 
ranks, all occupations, all classes, all walks of life, and

1 German; Nicht der Staat befiehlt «ni, i andern rair befehlen dem Staat! 
Nicht der Staat hat uns geschliffen, sondern wir schiffen uns unseren Staat.
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form one column on the march. Then drum will join 
drum, flag join flag, then group will come to group, and 
shire to shire, and then at last the united nation will 
follow the mighty column. The people which once was 
torn asunder, it will then in these columns see its leader­
ship, then it will render to this leadership its obedience. 
And the leadership has the duty never to forget that it 
is leadership, just because it incorporates in itself all that 
it desires to see in the people. So in this evening hour, 
on this wide meadow [the Zeppelinwiesc], we would 
take afresh our vow before each other and before the 
German people that during the coming twelve months 
we are determined to set to work upon ourselves in order 
that we may make ourselves still better, so that in us the 
people may justly see its leaders*’. . . .

"This Movement will then stand forth as the true 
leader of the German people under the glorious idea of 
‘All for one, and each for all*. . . .  We all arc but servants 
in this great task of the German nation, we would, as 
is but fitting, subordinate our own ego to the demands 
of Germany: we ourselves would not stand before Ger­
many, we would lead Germany only so long as none 
better than we are ready to step into our place. But we 
desire also to be assured that to-day and to-morrow in 
Germany there is, there will be, nothing better. For 
nobody can do more than sacrifice himself for his people 
and to that sacrifice we must ever pledge ourselves.”

“ Even if we must pass away, Germany must remain. 
Even if Fate should strike us individuals, Germany must 
live. Even if we have to take upon us distress and care, 
Germany must exist in spite of cares and distress. So 
on this evening let us pledge ourselves at every hour, on 
everyday, only to think of Germany, of people and Reich, 
of our great nation. Our German people Sieg-Heill” 1

1 V.B., 9 Sept, 1934.
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a4. BOLSHEVISM
Hitler's criticism of Bolshevism will appear from many of 
the translated extracts from his speeches: here a few shorter 
passages arc collected from the speeches delivered in 1933 
immediately after the National Socialist accession to power.1

In the Proclamation of the Government to the German 
People of T February 1933 Hitler said:

“  Comm un ism with its method of madness is making a 
powerful and insidious attack upon our discouraged and 
shattered nation. . . , This negative, destroying spirit has 
spared nothing of all that is highest and most valuable. 
Beginning with the family, it has undermined the very 
foundations of morality and faith and scofTs at culture 
and business, nation and Fatherland, justice and honour. 
Fourteen years of Marxism have ruined Germany; one 
year of Bolshevism would destroy her. The richest and 
fairest territories of the world would be turned into a 
smoking heap of ruins. Even the sufferings of the last 
decade and a half could not be compared to the misery 
of a Europe in the heart of which the red flag of destruc­
tion had been hoisted. The thousands of wounded, the

1 As the background of Hitler's attack on Bolshevism at tins 
time it may be of in totest to quote what he is reported to have said 
to Kurt C. W. Ludcckc in Oct. 1933 : "The economic power of the 
Versailles Statc3 is so enormous that I can’t risk antagonizing them 
at the very outset. If I begin my régime with socialism the capi­
talists will take fright and combine, and I’ll be whipped before I 
know it. A preventive war would ruin everything. No, I've got 
to play ball with capitalism and keep the Versailles Powers in line 
by holding aloft the bogey of Bolshevism— make them believe that 
n Nazi Germany is the last bulwark against the Red flood. That's 
the only way to come through the danger period, to get rid of 
Versailles and rearm. I can talk peace, but mean war.”  Kurt C .W . 
Ludeckc, 1 knete Hitler (London, 1938), p, 422.
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In his speech at the Sportpalast, Berlin, on 10 February 
1933 Hitler said:

‘‘Marxism means the tearing in pieces of the nation, 
and thus the weakening of the whole people. Marxism 
means the reduction to misery of this people and is 
thus treachery to the very class which it regards as its 
support and to which it promises a better future. And 
just as treachery to the working classes is the result of 
Bolshevism, similarly Marxism means treachery to the 
German peasant and to the masses in their millions of 
the equally poverty-stricken members of the bourgeoisie 
and the craftsmen.”

"Marxism is a fight against culture and the idea of 
freedom, a war against tradition and honour. It is an 
attack upon all the foundations of our community-life 
and thus an attack upon the bases of our life as a whole. 
Towards the world without pacifist, in the domestic 
sphere terrorist— sudi is the world-outlook of the 
destructive Marxist doctrine.” 1

In his speech in the Reichstag on 23 March 1933 Hitler 
said:

“ The splitting up of the nation into groups with irre­
concilable views, systematically brought about by the 
false doctrines of Marxism, means the destruction of 
the basis of a possible communal life. . . . It is only the

1 Proclamation of the Government to the German People 1 Feb. 
1933* German text, Dokumente der deutschen Politik, ì (1935), p. 3 ; 
authorized English translation (as above) in The New Germany 
desires Work and Peace, p. 6.

1 German text, Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i (1935), p- 7 *•£
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creation of a real national community, rising above the 
interests and differences of rank and class, that can 
permanently remove the source of nourishment of these 
aberrations of the human mind. The establishment of 
such a solidarity of views in the German body corporate 
is all the more important, for it is only thereby that the 
possibility is provided of maintaining friendly relations 
with foreign Powers without regard to the tendencies or 
general principles by which they are dominated, for the 
elimination of communism in Germany is a purely 
domestic German affair.” 1

In his speech at Munich on 22 April 1933 Hitler said:

“ Though Marxism to-day is already shamming dead, 
that will not protect it from final destruction.” 2

At the Congress of the German Work Front in Berlin on 
io May T933 Hitler said {see p. 839):

"I  regard it as my task before posterity to destroy 
Marxism, and that is no empty phrase but a solemn oath 
which I shall perform as long as I live. . . . This is for 
us no fight which can be finished by a compromise. We 
sec in Marxism the enemy of our people which we shall 
root out and destroy without mercy."3

In his closing speech at the Nuremberg Parteitag on 3 
September 1933 Hitler said:

“ I f  a single people in Western or Central Europe were 
to succumb to Bolshevism, this poison would spread

1 G e r m a n  te x t, Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i  ( 1 9 3 5 ) ,  P P - 
25-7 ; a u th o r iz e d  E n g l is h  tr a n s la tio n  (as a b o v e )  in  The New Germany 
desires Work and Peace, pp. 16-17.

1 V.B., 35 A p r .  1933. . _
3 G e r m a n  te x t, Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i (1935)»  P- I ° 4  ; 

a u t h o r iz e d  E n g l is h  tr a n s la tio n  (as a b o v e )  in  The New  Germany 
desires Work and Peace, p. 48.
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farther and would destroy that which is to-day the oldest 
and fairest cultural treasure in the world. By taking upon 
herself this struggle against Bolshevism Germany is but 
fulfilling, as so often before in her history, a European 
mission.'* '

On JJ September 1933 at the opening of the campaign 
for the Winter-Help Fund Hitler said:

The international Marxist solidarity “ is a Phantom 
which seduced man from the sole reasonable solidarity 
which can be— the solidarity which is based for ever on 
the foundation of common blood-relationship . . . the 
solidarity of our own people. . . . The people must hold 
together as a single block of steel. . . . The international 
solidarity of the proletariat we have broken in pieces and 
in its place we mean to build up the living national 
solidarity of the German people.” 1

In the New Year message of 1934 Hitler could announce 
that “ Marxism is destroyed and Communism trodden 
underfoot. . . . Marxism in Germany exists no longer.” 1

In an interview with Mr. Baillie of the United Press in 
November 1935 Hitler said: “ Germany is the bulwark of 
the West against Bolshevism. . . .  Germany will continue 
to fight Communism with whatever weapons Com­
munism itself selects. We will meet propaganda with 
propaganda, terror with terror, and violence with 
violence.” * 1 * * 4

1 VJJ., 5 Sept. 1933 (the closing sentences of the speech).
1 Dotalmente der deutschen Politik, î (1935), pp. 170-1.
1 V.B., 2 Jan. 1934.
4 Cited from the Dady Telegrafiti, 28 Nov. 1935, and see the 

German report of the interview in V.B., 28 Nov. 1935.
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There follato a feto representative extracts from later 
speeches.

In his speech to the Reichstag delivered on 21 May 1935 
Hitler said:

. . . “ Germany to-day is a National Socialist State. 
The ideas by which we are governed are diametrically 
opposed to those of Soviet Russia. National Socialism 
is a doctrine which applies exclusively to the German 
people. Bolshevism lays emphasis on its international 
mission.”

"W e National Socialists believe that in the long run 
man can be happy only in his own nation. We live in 
the belief that the happiness and the achievements of 
Europe are indissolubly connected with the existence 
of a system of free, independent national Slates. Bol­
shevism preaches the constitution of a world empire 
and only recognizes sections of a central International.”

“ We National Socialists recognize that even' people 
has the right to its own inner life according to its own 
needs and character. Bolshevism, on the other hand, 
sets up doctrinaire theories, to be accepted by all nations, 
without regard for their particular character, disposition, 
and traditions."

“ National Socialism strives to solve social problems, 
together with questions and conflicts in its own nation, 
by methods which are compatible with our general 
human, spiritual, cultural, and economic ideas, tradi­
tions, and circumstances.”

“ Bolshevism preaches an international class conflict 
and the carrying out of a world revolution by means of 
terror and force.”

“ National Socialism aims at bridging over and equaliz­
ing unfavourable contrasts in social life, and in uniting 
the whole population in collaborative work.”
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“ Bolshevism teaches the overthrow of the rule of one 
class by means of a forcible dictatorship on the part of 
another class.”

“ National Socialism places no value upon a purely 
theoretical rule of the working class, but lays all the 
more value on the practical improvement of their con­
ditions of life and way of living."

“ Bolshevism fights for a theory and to this theory it 
sacrifices millions of human beings and incalculable cul­
tural and traditional values. In comparison with our­
selves it achieves only a very low general standard of 
living.”

“ As National Socialists we are filled with admiration 
and respect for the great achievements of the past, not 
only in our own nation but far beyond it. We are happy 
to belong to the European community of culture which 
has inspired the modern world to so large an extent.”  

“ Bolshevism rejects this cultural achievement of 
humanity and asserts that real culture and human history 
began with the year in which Marxism was born.”

“ We National Socialists may perhaps not have the 
same views as our church communities in respect to 
this or that question of organization. But we never want 
to sec a lack of religion and faith and do not want our 
churches turned into clubrooms and cinemas.”

“ Bolshevism teaches godlessness and acts accordingly.” 
“ We National Socialists see in private property a 

higher grade of human economic development which 
regulates the administration of rewards in proportion 
to the differences in achievement, but which in general 
makes possible and guarantees to all the advantages of a 
higher standard of living.”

“ Bolshevism destroys not only private property but 
also private initiative and zest for personal responsibility. 
In this way it has failed to save millions of men from
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starvation in Russia, the greatest agrarian State in the 
world.”

"T he results of such a catastrophe in Germany would 
be inconceivable. In Russia there are 90 people living on 
the land to only to living in the cities, whereas in Ger­
many there are only 25 peasants to every 75 city 
dwellers.'’

‘‘One might go on with all this interminably. Both 
we National Socialists and the Bolshevists are convinced 
that there is a gulf between us which can never be 
bridged.” 1

The Parteitag held in Nuremberg in September 1936 
was filled with expressions of hostility to Bolshevism. Thus 
in his address to political leaders on i t  September 1936 
Hitler said:

"You have built a new house for our people and you 
arc training those who are to inherit this house in a new 
spirit and to a new purpose. And that should be noted 
by all those who perhaps think that they can once again 
overrun this State or bring it down in ruins. They must 
not deceive themselves! I f  our old enemy and antagonist 
should try once more to attack us, then the storming- 
banners will fly aloft and our foes will come to learn 
what manner of men we are and they will have to 
acknowledge that Germany is no field for them. All 
through these long years we have never had any other 
prayer than this: Lord, Give our people internal peace 
and give and maintain peace abroad. We have experi­
enced in our generation so much fighting that it is 
natural that we should long for peace. We wish to 
work, we wish to fashion our Reich, we wish to order

1 German text: Dokumente der deutschen Politik, iii ( 1 9 3 7 h  

pp. 88-9; authorized Enpliflh translation (in pamphlet form): as 
above, pp. 32-4.
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it in our fashion and not after the fashion of Bolshevist 
Jews. We wish to care for the future of the children of 
our people, to work for tins future to make life for them 
not only secure but easier. We have behind us so much 
of hardship that we can address to the grace and the 
kindliness of Providence only one prayer: Spare our 
children that which we had to endure"1. . . .

In an interview at Nuremberg Hitler explained the 
violence of this attach upon Bolshevism : It is, he said, be­
cause we— and Italy too— have lived through the same 
sort of thing as is happening in Spain. "A  European conti­
nent led by one cultural régime could be understood; 
but that Moscow of all places should seek to dominate 
Europe is something we Germans could never accept. 
What Europe needs is the friendly rivalry of wcll-organ- 
ized States. A  Europe dominated by Bolshevik bureau­
cracy would go completely under."2

The closing speech delivered by Hitler at the Parteitag 
in Nuremberg in September 11)36 was devoted in the main 
to an explanation of the hostility of the Third Reich to 
Bolshevism. National Socialism, he said, was still attacked 
by the democracies simply because National Socialist 
Germany had chosen ways which were not approved of 
by its opponents in foreign countries. Germany has no 
further interest in democracy, but the democracies for 
their part have no need to tolerate National Socialism in 
their own lands. National Socialists are not concerned 
whether they are hated or loved by the democracies; 
while they have great sympathy with other authoritarian 
States, they have no interest in democracy— it represents

1 F.Z., 13 Sept. 1936.
1 Cited from the Daily Telegraph, 14 Sept. 1936, nnd cf. The 

Times of the same date.
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an alien idea of the State— but they arc yet bound to be 
concerned for the democracies since democracy has 
never been a lasting constitutional form: it has always 
been and, it is to be feared, will always remain a transi­
tional form : “ and we do not deny that we are profoundly 
oppressed at the mere thought that in one or another of 
these countries it may be no longer possible to find a 
form of national life adapted to these peoples and corre­
sponding to their own characteristics and thus they may 
fall a victim to that Weltanschauung to which we do 
certainly without any qualification stand in deadly 
enmity— Bolshevism!’*

Hitler proceeded to state his grounds for this hostility: 
It was not merely that this political outlook stood in 
direct contradiction to their own views: it was rather 
the natural instinct of self-defence against a doctrine, as 
mad as it was bestial, which threatened the whole world, 
including Germany, with its aggression. Bolshevism, de­
feated within Germany, was now endeavouring “ through 
its military forces to draw gradually ever nearer to the 
German frontiers. It is only because we know by daily 
experience that this attempt to intervene in our internal 
German relations conducted by the Jewish Soviet 
authorities still continues that we arc forced to regard 
Bolshevism even beyond our frontiers as our mortal 
enemy and to sec in its advance a not less threatening 
danger.”

“ I can come to no terms with a Weltanschauung whose 
first act everywhere after gaining power is— not the 
liberation of the working people— but the liberation of 
the scum of humanity, the asocial creatures concen­
trated in the prisons— and then the letting loose of these 
wild beasts upon the terrified and helpless world about 
them.”

Hitler then attacked Russia on the familiar ground that
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98 per cent, of all its officials were Jews and that this was 
the rule in Bolshevist Governments, e.g. in the Com­
munist Republic in Munich.

National Socialism does not attack Bolshevism because 
it plans a revolution, but because its leaders intend to 
execute a butchery. “ Bolshevism turns flourishing 
countiy-sides into sinister wastes of ruins; National 
Socialism transforms a Reich of destruction and misery 
into a healthy State and a flourishing economic life.” 
That is the contrast between the two revolutions.

Bolshevism was further rejected on general economic 
grounds: witness the catastrophic famine in Russia 
which it is idle for Bolshevist hypocrites to attribute to 
the weather, i.c. God, when it is simply their own sins 
which must bear the responsibility. The usual comparison 
between the area of German and Russian territory follcnved.

And lastly Russia planned a world revolution and 
German workmen would be used but as cannon-fodder 
for Bolshevist imperialism. “ But we National Socialists 
do not wish that our military resources should be em­
ployed to impose by force on other peoples what those 
peoples themselves do not want. Our army does not 
swear an oath that it will with bloodshed extend the 
National Socialist idea over other peoples, but that it will 
with its own blood defend the National Socialist idea 
and thereby the German Reich, its security and freedom 
from the aggression of other peoples. . . . The German 
people as soldiers is one of the best peoples in the world : 
It would have become a veritable ‘Fight to the Death 
Brigade’ {Todesbrigade) for the bloody purposes of these 
international disseminators of strife. We have removed 
this danger, through the National Socialist Revolution, 
from our own people and from other peoples.”

. . . “ These are only some of the grounds for the 
antagonisms which separate us from Communism. I
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confess: these antagonisms cannot be bridged. Here are 
really two worlds whicli do but grow farther apart from 
each other and can never unite. When in an English 
newspaper a Parliamentarian complains that we wish to 
divide Europe into two parts, then unfortunately we are 
hound to inform this Robinson Crusoe living on his 
happy British island that— however unwelcome it may 
be— this division is already an accomplished fact. . . . 
That one should refuse to see a thing does not mean that 
it is not there. For many a year in Germany I have been 
laughed to scorn as a prophet; for many a year my 
warnings and my prophecies were regarded as the illu­
sions of a mind diseased." In Germany the bourgeois 
parties ostrich-like hid their heads in the sand or at best, 
fearing to provoke Communism to violence, turned 
against the National Socialists, the one force which was 
prepared to fight the battle with energy.

Sooner or later there must be a clear and a final deci­
sion, for “ Bolshevism has attacked the foundations of 
our whole human order, alike in State and society, the 
foundations of our conception of civilization, of our 
faith and of our morals: all alike are at stake. If this 
Bolshevism would be content to promote this doctrine 
in a single land, then other countries might remain 
unconcerned, but its supreme principle is its inter­
nationalism and that means the confession of faith that 
these views must be carried to triumph throughout the 
whole world,, i.e. that the world as we know it must be 
turned upside down.1 That a British leader-writer re­
fuses to recognize this signifies about as much as if in 
the fifteenth century a humanist in Vienna should have 
refused to admit the intention of Mohammedanism to 
extend its influence in Europe and should have objected 
that this would be to tear the world asunder— to divide'

1 German; die bisherige Weit out den Angeln su heben.
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it into East and West. Unfortunately I cannot escape 
the impression that most of those tv ho doubt the danger 
to the world of Bolshevism come themselves from die 
East. As yet politicians in England have not come to 
know Bolshevism in their own country; we know it 
already. Since I have fought against these Jcwish- 
Soviet ideas in Germany, since I have conquered and 
stamped out this peril, I fancy that I possess a better 
comprehension of its character than do men who have 
only at best had to deal with it in the field of literature. 
. . .  I have won my successes simply because in the first 
place I endeavoured to sec things as they are and not 
as one would like them to be; secondly, when once I 
had formed my own opinion I never allowed weaklings 
to talk me out of it or to cause me to abandon it; and 
thirdly because I was always determined in all circum­
stances to yield to a necessity when once it had been 
recognized. To-day when Fate has granted me such 
great successes I will not be disloyal to these funda­
mental principles of mine.”

Hitler then spoke of Germany's need for peace: " I t  is 
not necessary for me to strengthen the fame of the 
National Socialist Movement, far less that of the German 
army, through military triumphs. He who is under­
taking such great economic and cultural tasks as we are 
and is so determined to carry them through can find his 
fairest memoriat only in peace. . . . But this Bolshevism 
which as wc learned only a few months since intends to 
equip its army so that it may with violence, if necessary, 
open the gate to revolution amongst other peoples— this 
Bolshevism should know that before the gate of Ger­
many stands the new German arçiy. . . .  I believe that 
as a National Socialist I appear in the eyes of many 
bourgeois democrats as only a wild man. But as a wild 
man I still believe myself to be a better European, in
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any event a more sensible one, than they. It is with 
grave anxiety that I see the possibility in Europe of 
some such development as this: democracy may con­
tinuously disintegrate the European States, may make 
them internally ever more uncertain in their judgement 
of the dangers which confront them, may above all 
cripple all power for resolute resistance. Democracy is 
the canal through which Bolshevism lets its poisons 
How into the separate countries and lets them work there 
long enough for these infections to lead to a crippling 
of intelligence and of the force of resistance. I regard 
it as possible that then— in order to avoid something 
still worse—coalition Governments, masked as Popular 
Fronts or the like, will be formed and that these will 
endeavour to destroy— and perhaps will successfully 
destroy— in these peoples the last forces which remain, 
cither in organization or in mentat outlook, which could 
offer opposition to Bolshevism.”

“ The brutal mass-slaughters of National Socialist 
fighters, the burning of the wives of National Socialist 
officers after petrol had been poured over them, the 
massacre of children and of babies of National Socialist 
parents, e.g. in Spain, are intended to serve as a warning 
to forces in other lands which represent views akin to 
those of National Socialism : such forces are to be intimi­
dated so that in a similar position they offer no resistance. 
If these methods arc successful : if the modern Girondins 
are succeeded by Jacobins, if Kerensky’s Popular Front 
gives place to the Bolshevists, then Europe will sink into 
a sea of blood and mourning.”

Before this peril Germany needs to recover afresh the 
fighting spirit which has animated the National Socialist 
Movement in its fourteen years’ struggle: it must return 
to the old Programme of the Party— “ this Programme 
of honour, of the social conscience, of a national ethic, of
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fanatical loyalty to duty, of the courage for sacrifice, of 
an unalterable and determined policy of action.” '

In Ins speech at the Harvest Thanksgiving held on the 
Biickeberg on 4 October 1936 Hitler said:

“All of us, as we look around, see before us a threaten­
ing and a menacing world; wc see there unrest and inse­
curity, hatred and countless outbursts of human passions, 
yes, and of human madness, too. And In the midst of 
this world of disturbance and unrest our Germany lies 
embedded. Who could say that these signs in the world 
about him leave him cold or unmoved? Each of us 
cannot but feel that the world may be moving towards 
tragic destinies. And we are set in the midst of this 
world: Germany cannot remove itself from this world. 
And when we look upon this world then for the first 
time we learn to estimate at its true value our own 
domestic order. For to all of us it is clear that if Europe 
to-day were to sink into the madness of Bolshevism then 
no one could help us, we should be left to our own 
resources. And then we should either master our distress 
or distress would overwhelm us.” *

Later in the same speech:
“ Whatever may happen, whatever will happen else­

where, in Germany this domestic order which is the con­
dition of our life must never suffer any disturbance—  
neither in the political nor in the economic sphere. We 
are not in a position to allow the individual to do as he 
pleases. Above us all stands the great command: ‘Thou 
shalt fulfil thy duty in the service of thy people.’ You 
cannot free yourself from the tasks and the burdens 
which the community lays upon you. . . .  Just as little 
as we can make ourselves politically independent of each

' F.Z., 16 Sept. 1936. 1 V.B., 5 Oct. 1936.
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other, just so little can we make ourselves economically 
independent. . . . The more closely we draw together, 
the stronger wc shall be. We are one people, and no one 
can break us: one people we remain and no one can ever 
subdue us by force (bezwingen). . . .  I would have you 
see in me, my fellow countrymen, the man who will 
defend with ruthless resolution against the madness and 
the egoism of individuals those higher common interests 
of the nation which are founded on reason and realities.”

' ‘ I will not allow anyone to come and say: 'I myself 
will determine the price for my goods or the wage for 
my work.’ M y dear friend, if this madness threatens 
yourself, will you be able to protect yourself? In that 
hour you too will recognize the necessity for a strong 
authority to stand over you and take you under its 
protection.”

“ Look at Spain, look at other lands— don’t you think 
that with such examples before us it is better that we 
should so build up our economic life that a stable rela­
tion between wages and prices is established rather than 
that wc should allow wages and prices to go their own 
ways and then at last have to try to restore the former 
slate of affairs through devaluation? That wc have no 
wish to do. I believe that in our State Reason must be 
ruler and that the German people has sufficient insight 
and discipline to understand the necessities which this 
Reason imposes."

“ Then we shall recognize:
(i) that wc can survive only if  we possess social peace, 

i.e. that each man cannot do as he pleases. The 
individual must place first the community— a 
higher common interest: . . .  all must have regard 
one for the other, and

(ii) that we must maintain a stable and steady wage 
policy and consequently also a stable price policy.
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And if anyone thinks that he is free to offend 
against this policy believe me, so long as I live 
and stand at the head of the Reich I will defend 
with success the reason of our general national 
self-preservation against such madness on the part 
of individuals” . . . .

“ The world of to-day forces us to be on our guard; 
we must secure our position on our own soil. We know 
not all that is going on about us, but over Germany we 
hold the strong shield of our army and our arms, sup­
ported by our reason and our courage."

. . . “ We have established reason, order and stability 
in our economic life. . . .  I believe that in a year’s time 
in a world which will perhaps have become yet more 
disturbed we shall, as a granite rock of order, of security 
and stability, rise above this red flood. That is my con­
viction: if all around us everything begins to burn, if 
madness should everywhere hold sway as it is now trying 
to do in Spain— in Germany that will never more be 
possible. Here stands the Front of the German people—  
workers, farmers, and those who arc creators in the 
sphere of the intellect— one great indestructible com­
munity."’

The same threat of Bolshevism recurs in the speech 
delivered at the Commemoration of the “ Putsch" of 
8-g November 1923.

"I have never fought shy of any adversary yet and I 
do not do so to-day. For many a year I uttered warnings 
against Bolshevism, and the bourgeoisie only laughed at 
me. I assess the Communists at what they in fact are—  
a power which within Germany I could conquer because 
I restored order in the internal life of our people. I  do 
not fight shy of Communism abroad because I know it 

* V.B., 5 O c t .  19 3 6 .
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for what it is worth and because I prepare the German 
people beforehand against all eventualities, For if Com­
munism should ever desire to link itself up with us from 
abroad, then it will share the same fate as it suffered 
within Germany. If ever this power should seek to fall 
upon Germany, then the same thing would happen to 
it as happened to the Communists who once thought 
that within Germany they, too, could fall upon us. 
Here in Germany we cleared the street, and we would 
do the same in the other case. Wc are all convinced of 
this: we cannot doubt it. And because we have made 
this conviction our own, we can with untroubled courage 
go on our ways."'

Speaking at Berlin on 6 October 1936, at the opening of 
the Winter-Help Appeal, Hitler contrasted the idealism, 
with its joyful readiness for sacrifice, which formed the 
basis of this social work, with the limitless materialism 
of Bolshevism which promised the blinded masses a 
paradise, but gave them a hell. On one side were clarity, 
faith, heroism, and the devotion of a united people; on 
the other the unreason, unbelief, mendacity, cowardice, 
and egoism of a parasitic clique, who ruled as despots 
over the masses which were torn by class hatred. The 
root cause of this disintegration, he continued, lay in the 
makeshift Treaty of Versailles, with which "a most 
senseless war came to a most senseless end” , an end which 
was nothing else than the continuation of war by other 
means, and the beginning of that complete confusion 
which was the inevitable consequence of the economic 
madness, the unreason, the illogicality, and the political 
inadequacy of this “ peace treaty". That democracy 
which lives on lies lent a hand: that democracy which 
to-day still thinks that it must refuse any moral credit 

1 V.B., to Nov. 1936.
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to the industrious, peace-loving German people must 
criticize each of its measures and deny each of its suc­
cesses— but which is blind to the sinister events in 
Spain: that so-called democracy, with its babble about 
the duty of freeing the German people from its “ dic­
tators", while at the same time it proclaims itself the 
protector of murderers, incendiaries, anarchists, and 
torturers. That lying democracy, which is everywhere 
the first step towards Bolshevism, whose “ blessings" we 
were forced to realize in our own persons. . . . “ Do not 
forget: we all shared first in the war against our foreign 
enemies, and then we had to go to war again— only this 
time at home. Twice we have gone to war, but in the 
second war the fight was often much harder 1 That is 
true of thousands upon thousands of our fighters. They 
had indeed their fears when they went, evening after 
evening, through these menacing hordes of Bolshevists; 
but these fears they overcame, and, in spite of all, re­
mained faithful to their duty and took their place as 
National Socialist fighters for the Movement. And it 
was with these men that we won in our struggle for 
power. Not by bayonets did we compel the people, but 
by the force of limitless idealism we won the German 
people and led them under our banners. To-day Mos­
cow can send into Germany her ridiculous phrases; the 
whole pack of Bolshevist Jews can send their stale old 
lies. They will befool our people no more!"

Referring to another land1 in which arson, murder, and 
looting were producing a reign of terror, Hitler said: 
“ Believe me, it would have been less costly for this land 
too to establish at the right time a real community of 
the people, and to accept sacrifices, rather than to bring 
upon itself those terrible sacrifices which it is forced to 
make to-day. God grant that our people may always

1 Spain.
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realize that its sacrifices for the community of the people 
are being made in peace— sacrifices which it would 
otherwise have been one day compelled to make a 
thousand times over in civil war.“ ’

h i his Proclam ation read at the Nuremberg Parteitag on 
7 September 1937 Hitler said:

“ We live in a period of history of unexampled great­
ness. It is true that in all centuries through wars or 
revolutions peoples have risen or fallen, States have been 
created or destroyed. But it is only rarely that the life 
of peoples suffers from such convulsions that the deepest 
foundations of the edifice of social order are shaken and 
that tliis social order itself is threatened or destroyed. 
But to-day who will refuse to see or even deny that we 
find ourselves in the midst of a struggle which is not 
concerned merely with problems of frontiers between 
peoples or States but rather with the question of the 
maintenance or the annihilation of the whole inherited 
human order of society and its civilizations ? The organi­
zation of human society is threatened. It is not any 
Tower* built up by a State which is threatened with 
collapse, but there has come over the peoples a new 
confusion of tongues, a new division of the human race.”

“ That which has taken a millennium to build, that 
which seemed secure for all eternity has proved to be 
rotten and weak. . . . When National Socialism began 
its historic struggle for the winning of the German 
people, it was in this question that it saw the decisive 
factor; for in the life of peoples wars and disasters have 
not so fearful a significance as have the internal crises in 1

1 F.Z., 8 Oct. 1936. This report gives only a summary of the 
speech, I am not certain how far the fust part of this extract pre­
cisely reproduces Hitler's words.

J A  reference, of course, to the Tower of Babel.

683



BOLSHEVISM

the order of society. Lost wars can in a short time be 
made good; but if the internal order of a national com­
munity is destroyed, it is often only after centuries that 
it can be restored. In not a few cases peoples have finally 
perished after such a disaster.”  . . .

“ To-day there is no longer any stable organization of 
human society if the elements which maintain it base 
their claims only upon birth, class, or descent, or even 
on their property. Neither can any supposed ‘culture’ 
nor membership of any particular religious body (Kon­
fession) be any longer regarded as factors which can 
either build up or maintain society. If the Russian 
Empire fell a victim to Bolshevist chaos, that was only 
because the forces which formerly had fashioned or 
maintained it proved incapable of fulfilling their mission 
any longer. In face of the assault of new views or of 
certain new doctrines old ideas and the supporters of 
these old institutions showed themselves to be unable to 
offer any effective resistance, and only last year we 
witnessed the attempt to spread still further the Com­
munistic chaos alike in East and West.”

" I f  Germany in the midst of this unrest can, like the 
Italy of to-day, be regarded as a sure and strong place 
of refuge,1 then that is only because National Socialism 
has itself trodden the path of social revolution without 
first destroying by violence the existing order and thereby 
transforming the basis of our political, economic, and 
cultural life into a chaos. Since we recognized long ago 
the weaknesses of our bourgeois order of society we en­
deavoured through a disciplined regeneration to build 
up society afresh. The fundamental conception of this 
work was to break with all traditional privileges, and 
in all spheres of life and in especial in the political sphere 
to place the leadership of the nation in the hands of new 

1 Cf. V.B., 12 Sept. 1937; sec p. 1359.
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picked mon, who should be sought and found without 
regard to descent, lo birth, or to social or religious asso­
ciations (konfessionelle Zugehörigkeit)— men chosen solely 
on the basis of their personal gifts and of their character.” 

“ This building up of a new class of picked leaders of 
our nation without the devastating chaotic destruction 
of existing conditions is one of the greatest achievements 
in the history of our people. It is also a revolution, but 
without itie accompaniment of the blind excesses of a 
mass of slaves maddened by the impossibility of exer­
cising their freedom. For the National Socialist revo­
lution was not the work of the mob: it was carried 
through by a community of the best Germans drawn 
from all classes of our people— men who were pledged 
to unwavering obedience, fired with a true devotion and 
fighting in a spirit of the highest idealism. The aim of 
these men was a real revolution— they were determined 
to destroy a social Order which had become impossible 
because internally the elements which composed it were 
long since diseased, and to substitute for it a new social 
order. . . . This transformation of the community of our 
German people is the greatest of the tasks originally 
undertaken by us and has had the most important conse­
quences. . . . There is one comforting certainty which 
the German nation can now claim as its own: the whole 
world may begin to burn about us but the National 
Socialist State will emerge from the Bolshevist confla­
gration like platinum. Among the great problems which 
continue to occupy men to-day there stands in the fore­
front the social problem. And the social problem must 
be distinguished from the problem of society; every­
where Bolshevism is concerned only with the problem 
of society, the social problem has simply no place in 
Bolshevist thought. The revolution of society which 
has been the work of Bolshevism means nothing else
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than the destruction of those intelligences which arc 
native to a people and their substitution by the parasitic 
race of the Jews. This problem Bolshevism wherever 
it came into power has completely solved or has sought 
to solve. But, on the contrary, the social problem was 
everywhere regarded only as a means to the end. The 
way in which social questions were treated, the manner 
in which they were attacked, best shows the lack of any 
real intention or purpose to come to a truly satisfactory 
solution. When the Jctvish-Bolshcvist agitators, calcu­
lating on the small intelligence and inadequate education 
of the masses in this sphere, had declared the social 
question to be exclusively a question of wages, they 
were in a very short time able to create that tension 
between wages and prices which favoured the execution 
of their plan for a Bolshevist revolution in society. 
While through strikes and terrorism on the one side 
wages appeared continuously to rise, on the other side 
prices necessarily rose as a consequence of the main­
tenance of production on the same level or even of 
its shrinkage in volume.” The rise in prices produces 
discontent, for “ it is then easy for the Jewish-Marxist 
agitators to represent any rise in wages as the work of a 
Bolshevism or a Marxism inspired by social sympathies, 
while the consequential rise in prices is presented as the 
accursed plan of a capitalism rotten to the core, i.e. a 
plan of the enemies of Marxism. The results o f this 
development we see in the countries round us: rising 
wages, falling production, therefore a rapid decline in 
the purchasing power of money, accompanied by rising 
prices and as a final result a rapid devaluation of the 
currency. If in this drama of madness Germany to-day 
can be regarded as an untroubled spectator, it owes this 
fact to the National Socialist Movement which from the 
first with iron consistency has maintained the principle
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that what is decisive for the individual’s life is not the 
printed bank-note which he receives but that which he 
is able to buy therewith. But more cannot be bought 
than that which has previously been produced. Conse­
quently what is decisive for the whole standard of living 
of a people is the total amount of the national produc­
tion. All that a nation produces in goods is represented 
automatically by an equivalent in wages, and thus the 
goods find a buyer.”  . . .

"Germany has now solved its hardest social problem 
and that completely. There are now in our country no 
more real unemployed. On the contrary: in countless 
branches there is to-day a scarcity of labour, especially 
of skilled labour. . . . We can be the more content with 
this result of our action since we have further succeeded 
in keeping not only wages but also prices almost com­
pletely stable . . . while we have also been able to better 
social conditions and to add to the amenities of life. . . .  
The way in which wc in National Socialist Germany 
direct all our efforts towards the solution of social 
problems is a contribution towards that education of 
our individual fellow countrymen into a consciousness 
of social duty which as its final result will produce also 
the community of the people in the noblest sense of that 
word. And this is certain: we in National Socialist 
Germany are a thousand times nearer to that community 
than are those in the Marxist States, torn asunder as 
those States are by economic and class conflicts.” 1

In his speech to political leaders delivered on 10 Septem­
ber Hj37 at the Nuremberg Parteitag Hitler said:

“ You know that our old enemy is once more trying to 
throw the world into confusion. You know that he is 
seeking to fight with the familiar weapons. You know 

1 V .B .,  8 S e p t .  T937.
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also that this attempt must from the first suffer ship­
wreck on the unity of our Movement. It is a ridiculous 
venture to seek once more to introduce into Germany 
the disease which we have banished. But if this attempt 
should be made this time from without instead of from 
within, we all know well that the German nation under 
the leadership of the Party will protect Germany and 
never more allow her to decline. And with this know­
ledge there is bound up our faith. The Almighty has 
allowed us to tread this wonderful road and.He will 
bless us still. For we are fighting here for a higher right, 
a higher truth, and a higher human decency. . . . May 
the world come to realize its good fortune that in the 
midst of a source of unrest which is ever spreading more 
widely in Europe besides the great State in the South 
here also in the North is to be found a State which is 
consolidated and firmly set and which will so remain. 
Germany will not be overrun either from within or from 
without! And this fact is, I believe, a very great contri­
bution towards peace, for it will serve as a warning to all 
those who starting from Moscow arc seeking to set the 
world ablaze.” '

Hitler in his closing speech delivered at the Nuremberg 
Parteitag of 1937 dwelt on the amazing experience of those 
who had been present at this vast assemblage.

He said: “ This has in truth nothing to do with that 
superficial arid patriotism which in past decades posed 
so often as national strength and yet was only a hollow 
mockery. What has in this week so often almost broken 
us down was the confession of faith of a new generation—  
the confession of faith of a people, based upon a common 
outlook upon the world.1 More than once hundreds of

1 V.B., 12 Sept. 1937.
* G erm an : ein weltamchaulich-volkliches Glaubensbekenntnis.
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thousands have stood hero no longer under the impres­
sion produced hy a political demonstration, but rather 
under the spell of a heartfelt prayer. Who would main­
tain that such an effect is due merely to the form of our 
gathering? No! the form is but the external shape 
assumed by the organic activity of an idea." . . . The 
addition of sports-contests to the programme of the 
Parteitag will help to form the new type of German: 
"here men steeled to hardship, here women with the 
charm of beauty, in the centuries to come, year by year 
will meet and by their presence will be the living proof 
that National Socialism has successfully solved its task.” 
Thus will be refuted the idea held by so many, both 
within and without Germany, that this is but the old 
Germany reborn. “That which has passed before our 
eyes this week has never been in Germany before. 
This is no rebirth of the old, this is something new, 
something which has never yet been in German history, 
something unique. For never yet has the aim set before 
the spirit, never yet has the formation of our nation’s 
will been so closely identified with the natural duty of 
political self-preservation as they are to-day. . . . Never 
in the sluggisli days of German bourgeois world-liberalism 
would it have been possible to create in our people so 
gigantic an increase in strength and in the consciousness 
of a national mission. Just as the human body develops 
its strongest hold on life at the moment when it resists 
a threatening illness, so peoples are driven to bring into 
fullest play the energies slumbering within them only 
when their existence is threatened or even endangered.”
. "When you see this great demonstration of the 

strength and force of our Movement and thus of our 
people, do not all of you, my fellow countrymen, feel 
that such a mobilization alike of spirit and of body could 
be only the result and consequence of a compelling
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motive? How often do not many of us ask ourselves 
what would have become of Germany if Fate in the year 
1914 had granted us an easy, rapid victory? That for 
which wc so earnestly, so passionately strove would 
possibly, if regarded from a higher point of view, have 
been only a misfortune for our people. This victory 
would probably have had very sorry7 consequences. For 
in the domestic life of Germany we should, precisely 
through that victory, have been prevented from recog­
nition of these facts which to-day cause us to shrink 
back in horror from the road on which the Germany of 
that day was travelling. Those few men of insight who 
warned us of the peril would have met with nothing but 
ridicule. The State, its power based, as it was, only on 
external military strength and supported only by that 
military strength, completely ignorant of the significance 
of those sources of a people’s force which lie in its blood, 
sooner or later, would have become the destroyer o f its 
own existence, of the very foundations of its life. We 
should have been in the grasp of those developments 
which we can observe in other lands— the results of 
their supposed victory. Instead of being torn back from 
the abyss which yawned before us, our eyes opened by a 
catastrophic disaster, we should gradually but all the 
more surely have fallen a victim to the creeping poison 
of internal dissolution. For us the truth of a wise old 
saying has indeed been proved afresh : ‘Often it is through 
a chastisement that the deepest love of Providence 
towards its creatures is displayed.’ ”

“ From the distress of the collapse of that day arose 
the National Socialist idea and at the same time that 
political confession of faith in the inner regeneration of 
the people, not merely in the external reconstruction of 
a State in the form of a restoration of previous condi­
tions. It was~to this same distress that the National
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Socialist Movement owed its unique organization. Only 
because it was surrounded by a world of foes could the 
Party develop into that fighting machine which could 
ultimately wage the decisive battle which led to power. 
And only thanks to continuous persecution and oppres­
sion did there take place within die Party that first and 
best process of selection which gave to the nation in 
place of its former politicians the fanatics of a popular 
Movement.”

"Thanks to this distress, again, the Movement not 
only won supreme power in the State, but could later 
discover and employ all those forces which were needed 
for the successful execution of its ideas, and projects. 
In place of the National Socialist Party there now stands 
the German people led by the National Socialist Party. 
And the German people is now exposed to the same 
influences as was formerly the National Socialist Party. 
The same foe which first called us into life and in the 
course of the struggle reinforced us time after time— it 
still threatens us to-day. Any lie and any violence are 
good enough if they help it to gain its end. This is no 
longer a fight for paltry dynastic interests, a fight to 
round off the frontiere of States, a struggle for small 
economic aims: no! this is the batde against a veritable 
world sickness which threatens to infect the peoples, a 
plague which devastates whole peoples, whose special 
characteristic is that it is an international pestilence. 
For that we know the reason: here there is no question 
of a Russian or a Spanish malady, just as Utde as in 1918 
it was a question of a German malady or in 19:9 of a 
Hungarian or Bavarian malady. Neither Russians nor 
Germans, neither Hungarians nor Spaniards were or are 
the source of this malady, the source is to be found in 
that international parasite upon the life of peoples that 
has spread itself over the world for centuries in order in
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our day to attain once more to the full effectiveness of its 
destructive existence.”

There followed a long tirade against those who refused to 
recognize the international danger of Bolshevism: Bol­
shevism as the most consistent exponent of Marxism has 
itself proclaimed its international character. It is only 
wilful blindness which refuses to see that all these Bol­
shevist revolutions march under the same banner, the 

■ same star: that the centre of them all is Moscow. But it 
cannot be denied that the Dimitroff who helps to direct 
the Third Internationa] in Moscow is identical with the 
Dimitroff who sought to raise a Bolshevist revolution in 
Berlin, who plotted Bolshevist assassinations in Sofia,

“ Comrades, as National Socialists we have no doubt 
what arc the causes of the battle which to-day is driving 
the whole world into unrest, w'e know the conditions 
under which it is fought. But above all we recognize the 
extent, the range of this struggle. It is a gigantic event, 
it is a chapter of world-history— it is the greatest danger 
for the culture and civilization of humanity with which 
humanity has ever been threatened since the collapse of 
the States of the ancient world. T h is ’crisis cannot be 
compared with any of the usual wars or with any of 
the revolutions which happen with such frequency. No ! 
we have to deal with an all-embracing general assault 
against the present order of society, against our world 
of spiritual and cultural values. This attack is levelled 
against the very substance of peoples as peoples, against 
their internal organization : it is levelled, too, against the 
leaders of thesepeoples, against those who represent each 
people’s own race, against their intellectual life (Geistes­
leben), against their traditions, against their economic 
life, in a word against all those other institutions which 
determine the picture of the individuality, the character, 
and the life of these peoples and States. This attack is
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so embracing that it draws into the field of its action 
almost all the functions of life, while no one can tell 
how long this fight may last.”

’ ’Certain it is that since the rise of Christianity, since 
the victorious march of Mohammedanism, since the 
Reformation there has been no such event in world- 
history, And just as in past times the great battles 
between Wc(tauschauungen then influenced the whole 
of life and brought the whole of life under the spell of 
their conflicts— beginning then, it is true, in the religious 
sphere— so to-day the Bolshevist Revolution produces 
the same result.”  . . .

The peril cannot he banished by a simple denial of 
its existence. ‘‘ I can readily believe that the statesmen 
of the democratic world find no pleasure in concerning 
themselves with the problems raised by Communism. 
But that question is not under discussion. They need 
not wish to concern themselves with Communism, but 
concern themselves with Communism they must one of 
these days or their democracy in one way or another will 
fall in ruins. This world pestilence will ask no man’s 
permission to put an end to the democracies through the 
Marxist dictatorship: it will do so without any man’s 
leave, unless it meets with opposition. And this oppo­
sition must be something else than a merely Platonic 
rejection of the doctrine, or any more or less solemn 
proclamation of hostility: there must be an immunization 
of the peoples against this poison, while the international 
carrier of the bacillus must itself be fought. This 
immunization will be all the more necessary since in our 
Europe, which is so closely linked together, the fate of the 
single States is bound up with that of the other States. 
Yes, that is not all: since this Europe forms a community 
of peoples and States which has been gradually built up 
through the centuries amongst close neighbours and has
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been supplemented and enriched through this give-and- 
take of neighbourhood, therefore if within this commu­
nity one State is infected, that infection is not only a 
strain1 upon that particular State while for the other 
States it is perhaps merely interesting: on the contrary 
it is  decisive for all alike. Just as in a school healthy 
children cannot be left together with those suffering 
from an infectious disease, so in Europe no useful and 
happy (.segensreiches) common life of the nations is in 
the long run possible when amongst their numbers there 
are some who are suffering from a poisonous infection 
and who openly profess their desire to infect others with 
the same disease.”

“ So far as we arc concerned, Germany like present- 
day Italy has already become immune from this danger; 
i.e. National Socialism, like Fascism, has sought to 
remove from the organism of our people those weak­
nesses which might have favoured the inflow of Bolshe­
vist poisons. It saw its task to lie not in an external 
restoration of a former state of affairs, uninspired by any 
fresh spirit— things as they had been were even in the 
past incapable of saving Germany from the Bolshevist 
poison— but on the contrary, with full consciousness of 
what it was doing, it set about creating a reconstruction 
of the body of the people from within : it did not set the 
State and its organization as the central point in its pro­
gramme but rather the people and the people’s life.” 1 . . .

"Y et however secure may be the position of Germany 
to-day— in spite of the persistent efforts of the criminal 
organization in Moscow to smuggle into Germany its 
agents and its disintegrating propaganda— we are con­
vinced that a great part of the world about us is utterly

1 Berliner Tageblatt: "belastend"; F.Z., "bedauerlich“, "re­
grettable’'.

1 G e r m a n  : das Volk und das Vo!bliche,
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insecure. And nothing is more fitted to persuade us to 
pledge ourselves with ail our powers to the service of 
the National Socialist idea than the clear knowledge that 
we are living in the midst of a world which is gradually 
breaking away from that political and economic structure 
within which its life has hitherto been lived. What 
others maintain that they cannot see simply because they 
do not wish to sec it, that we unfortunately must recog­
nize as a bitter fact: the world of to-day is in a state of 
growing revolt, and the intellectual and material prepara­
tion and leadership of this revolt issue without doubt 
from the authorities of Jewish Bolshevism in Moscow,” 

" I f  I thus consciously represent this problem as a 
Jewish problem, then, comrades, you are well aware that 
this is no unproven supposition, but a fact proved by 
irrefutable evidence. It lies in the very nature of the 
inertia of men to regard a state of affairs existing in their 
own day as having always existed and in consequence as 
one which will remain in the future. The more limited 
is man’s capacity to see things with any true historical 
sense, the less able is he to look back into the past and 
to draw from it the necessary consequences for the 
future.”  In face of this inertia stands the consciousness 
of responsibility shared by all those who know that the 
life of peoples corresponds with laws set by Nature, and 
who from a knowledge of the history of their own people 
and of that of other peoples can form a true picture of 
the causes and conditions of the rise and fall of nations. 
They will come to realize that the flow of human develop­
ment is unbroken and that its final causes lie in that 
principle which has been specially developed in man by 
Providence— the principle of increasing and maintaining 
his kind. It is those elementary instincts and forces of 
self-preservation which belong to all other creatures 
upon this earth which cannot suddenly cease to operate.

6 9 5



B O L S H E V I S M

It is only if it were possible to bring the operation of this 
universal principle to a standstill that one might try to 
put in the place of a law, ordained by omnipotent 
Nature, which has held good since the beginning of life 
on this earth the articles of a League of Nations or of a 
statute issuing from Geneva. But since these iron laws 
of self-preservation which Nature lias laid down apply 
also to man’s struggle for existence, they will continue 
to govern his future; and since this struggle for existence 
remains constantly the same, similarly the formation of 
peoples, the foundation of States, and in general the 
development of all great communities run their course 
according to laws which never change.

We know to-day that what appears before us as the 
fully developed construction, the “ State” , lias only been 
artificially constructed through the millennia: it is not 
the outcome of any general and voluntarily accepted 
social contract, but rather it has arisen through the 
natural rights given by capacity, by force, by strength of 
will, and the heroic cast of mind. All European States 
have arisen through racial cores (Rassetiheme), originally 
quite small, which were the formative factors, and this 
can be seen most clearly where there was never any 
equalization between the masses which were formed and 
led and the forces which formed and led them. One of 
these States was Russia. Here a very thin upper class 
of a different race from that of the mass of the people—  
a non-Slav upper class— created out of a confusion of 
small communities a veritable colossus of a State which 
was apparently impregnable while in fact its weakness 
lay in the discrepancy between the number and the 
value of the upper class which was not Russian in blood 
and the number and value pf the national Russian ele­
ments. Here it was especially easy for a new racial core 
to intrude itself and to disguise itself as the leadership
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of the people in place of the former official leadership. 
Thus the Jewish minority appropriated to itself the 
leadership of the national Russian proletariat and thus 
ousted from their position those who had previously led 
both society and the State. Thus the Russia of to-day is 
fundamentally the same as the Russia of 200 or 300 
years ago. À  brutal dictatorship of a foreign race has 
seized and exercises undisputed rule over the real 
Russian people. In itself this would not intimately affect 
us: we should simply have to recognize it as a fact of 
histoiy.

But this Jewish minority seeks to establish the same 
result in other countries and sees in the Russia which 
it has conquered only a base of operations and a bridge­
head from which it can attempt further conquests. Thus 
the problem is no longer confined to Russia: it becomes 
a world question which must be determined in one way 
or another.

"You know, comrades, the way that this most remark­
able phenomenon of our day has taken in the past. The 
Jewish race, without any invitation, makes its way into 
the midst of peoples and at first it endeavours to secure 
a certain economic influence as a foreign merchant class 
concerned essentially with trade and the exchange of 
goods.”

“ After some centuries the result of this process Is that 
the economic power of those intruders gradually arouses 
violent reaction on the part of those amongst whom they 
have settled. This natural self-defence does butaccelerate 
the attempt of the Jews, through the pretence of a 
gradual assimilation, not only to do away with the main 
ground on which they might be attacked, namely the 
fact that they are an alien people, but even beyond that 
to obtain a direct and especially a political influence over 
the country in question. Partly on account of economic
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interests, partly through inborn bourgeois inertia, the 
clangers of this development are not recognized by many. 
The warning voices of influential or intelligent men are 
consciously disregarded, as indeed in human history 
always tends to be the case when unpleasant conse­
quences are prophesied. So this Jewish racial com­
munity, using the language of the people amongst which 
it has settled, and starting from the influence which it 
has gained through trade, succeeds in winning ever 
greater influence on the political development. In this 
effort it is as much at home in the camp of the princes 
as it is in the camp of the opposition. In the measure 
in which through its activity it is successful in breaking 
down the position of a kingship which was bound up 
with dynastic claims and which on other grounds was 
gradually growing weaker it now prefers to concentrate 
its interests on promoting democratic popular move­
ments, and it is the democracy which first creates the 
conditions favourable to the organization of those terror­
istic bodies which we know as Social Democracy, the 
Communist Party, or the Bolshevist International.’*

“ But while through democracy the will to a vigorous 
self-defence is gradually stifled— partly by means of a 
thousand formalities, partly thanks to the conscious 
training of representatives of the State with the view of 
making them as weak as possible— there develops in the 
radical revolutionary movements the advance-guard of 
the Jewish World Revolution. Weaknesses in the social 
and economic life of the people contribute to facilitate 
the disintegrating attack of this Bolshevist International 
which is exclusively organized by Jewish elements. So 
in this stage the same process is repeated as that which 
happened previously. While a part of the ‘Jewish 
fellow citizens’ demobilizes democracy through the in­
fluence of the Press or even infects it with its poison
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through linking it up with revolutionary associations in 
the form of ‘Popular Fronts’, the other part of Jewry 
is already carrying the torch of Bolshevist revolution 
into the midst of the Aoi/r^eofr-democratic world without 
any need to fear an effective opposition. The ultimate 
goal is then the final Bolshevist revolution, that is, not 
the setting up of the leadership of the proletariat by the 
proletariat, but the subjection of the proletariat tinder 
the leadership of its new alien master,"

T h e  people which has thus through Jewish agitators 
been driven into madness, reinforced by non-social ele­
ments liberated from the prisons, now destroys its own 
national intelligentsia on the scaffold and the Jew without 
scruple and without conscience is supreme. The Jew is 
himself completely uncreative: he may in many coun­
tries hotel go per cent, of the positions in the intellectual 
world, but he never discovered, formed, or conceived 
the elements of knowledge, culture, or art, and the same 
is true in trade. Therefore of necessity, if he wishes to 
hold power for any length of time in a country, he 
must proceed to a bloody annihiliation of the former 
intellectual upper class; otherwise he would soon be 
conquered once more by this superior intelligence.

In Germany "the Jews as democrats have not even 
controlled the possibilities which democracy offered 
them ; as Social Democrats they have failed to lead the 
masses. In business they have neither prevented the 
ruin of our economic life nor have they as Communists 
been able to draw from that collapse the consequences 
for which they hoped. And this was only because they 
were opposed by National Socialism, which knew them 
for what they were. And that is the reason why we 
National Socialists are so sure of ourselves and are so 
convinced of the indestructibility of our State. It is true 
that we regard the rest of the world as being in a very
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this last year. As you know, in Spain this Jewish Bol­
shevism has similarly advanced by a roundabout way 
through democracy to open revolution. It is a gross 
perversion of the facts to maintain that the Bolshevist 
oppressors of the people are in that country the repre­
sentatives of legal authority, while the fighters of 
Nationalist Spain are illegal revolutionaries. No! we 
see in General Franco’s men the genuine and above all 
the permanent Spain and in the usurpers of Valencia 
the hireling international revolutionary troop of Moscow 
which to-day ravages Spain and to-morrow perhaps 
again some other State. Can we now remain neutral in 
the face of such happenings as these?’ ’

“And first I wish to make a short statement of fact: 
in the Press of our Western democracies and from the 
speeches of many politicians wc hear over and over 
again how great are the natural spheres of interest of 
these Powers. It appears to the representatives of these 
States to go without saying that their interests embrace 
every sea and every State in Europe, and that even 
beyond the limits of Europe these interests are quite 
simple and arc in general determined by Nature. On 
the other hand, directly a people which does not belong 
to this exclusive circle of the international possessors 
ventures in its turn to speak of certain interests which 
lie beyond its own frontiers at once we are treated to 
outbursts of indignation. In answer to this presumption 
I would like to explain the situation:”

“ From England and France we are always hearing that 
they have sacred interests in Spain. O f what kind are 
these interests? Are they political or economic? I f  it is 
a question of political interests then wc fail to understand 
this, just as we should fail to understand it if some­
one were to say that he had political interests in Ger­
many. Besides ourselves, for instance, whether anyone

B O L S H E V I S M
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or who rules in Germany concerns no one, at least not 
until this State plans or carries out hostilities against 
other States. But if England or France is referring to 
certain economic interests in Spain, then we are quite 
prepared to admit the claim, only it must be clearly 
stated that we claim for ourselves also precisely the same 
economic interests, in other words: National Socialist 
Germany, for example, follows the attempt of the Jewish 
revolutionaries in Spain with tense interest and that from 
two points of view:

" l .  Just as England and France do not wish that there 
should be any alteration in the balance of power in 
Europe, either say in favour of the German or the Italian 
side, so in the same way we do not wish that the balance 
should be disturbed in the direction of an increase in 
the power of the Bolshevists, for if in Italy Fascism 
rules that is a purely national Italian concern; it would 
be merely stupid to suggest that directions or possibly 
commands could be given to this Fascist Italy by any 
external authority. It would be even more stupid to 
maintain that this Fascist Italy could ever form part of 
a greater and superior Fascist international organization. 
On the contrary, it lies in the fundamental and essential 
character of Fascism as of National Socialism, that here 
it is a matter of political doctrines whose ideology and 
activity arc confined within the limits of their own 
peoples. In the same way it is certain that a Nationalist 
Spain will be national, i.e. Spanish, just as on the other 
hand it cannot be disputed that Bolshevism is con­
fessedly international: that it possesses only one central 
authority and beyond this central authority knows only 
sections— branches.1'

"Just as people in England and France profess to be 
disturbed by the thought that Spain might perhaps be 
occupied either by Italy or Germany, so wc are horrified
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when we contemplate the possibility that Spain should 
be conquered by Soviet Russia. This conquest need not 
take the form of an occupation by Russian troops— by 
no means, for this conquest is already an accomplished 
fact the moment a Boi she vi zed Spain becomes a 
section, that is a component part of the Moscow Bol­
shevist central authority— a branch which receives alike 
its political instructions and its material subventions 
from Moscow. And generally, in every attempt to 
spread Bolshevism more widely in Europe we see on 
principle a disturbance of the European balance. And 
so, just as England is interested in preventing any such 
disturbance in accordance with her views on the situa­
tion, so in accordance with our views of the situation are 
we similarly interested in preventing such a disturbance.”

“ We must categorically decline to receive instructions 
concerning the essential character of such a Bolshevist 
disturbance of the balance of power from statesmen who 
do not possess in this field the knowledge which we 
possess, and who were not in the position to collect 
those practical experiences which we unfortunately were 
bound so to collect.”

“ 2. But in the second place not less important is the 
fact that such a Bolshevist political disturbance of the 
balance of power is above all identical with an economic 
development which in that complex of States which 
constitutes Europe, and which is now necessarily so 
closely bound together, could have only catastrophic 
consequences. For the first obvious result of every 
Bolshevist revolution is immediately no increase in pro­
duction but a total destruction of the present economic 
values and further of all economic functions in the 
countries affected thereby. But the world does not live 
by Economic Conferences held in one place or another 
from time to time— as indeed experience has proved—



but the world lives from the exchange of goods and 
therefore primarily from the production of goods.”  . . .

“ At the moment when in Spain Bolshevism burst 
forth, the whole national production was so damaged 
that immediately there was a cessation of any really 
valuable exchange of goods. If against that statement 
it is objected that other countries could still carry on a 
profitable business with Red Spain, I would answer that 
in this case the goods were paid for in gold which had 
not gained its value through any effort of Spanish Bol­
shevism, but only represented the value of the previous 
work and achievement of Nationalist Spain and had 
been stolen, appropriated, and sent abroad by Spanish 
Bolshevism. On such a basis it is impossible to found 
an enduring and solid economic intercourse: that can 
only rest upon the exchange of real values and not on 
the business transactions of receivers and thieves.”

“ But the production of real values is forthwith utterly 
destroyed by Bolshevism, and even when its workers 
are given only a dog’s existence— as Soviet Russia proves 
— such production cannot be brought into working 
order again even after twenty years. This may, for 
example, not concern wealthy Great Britain. Perhaps 
for Great Britain it matters not a whit whether Spain 
becomes a desert— whether economically it is tamed 
into the familiar Bolshevist chaos and ruin— or not. 
Perhaps in this Spanish question Britain really views 
the matter only from a political standpoint. But for us 
Germans, who have not the possibility of spreading our 
trade communications over a world empire of our own, 
Europe— and Europe precisely as it is to-day— is one 
of the conditions of our own existence. A  Bolshevist 
Europe would render any trade policy impossible for our 
State, and that not because we do not wish to trade, but 
because we should not then have anyone to trade with,’
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"This is therefore for us no matter of purely theo­
retical considerations or moral anxieties, it is not a 
problem giving rise to international complaints’— for we 
have not so much respect for international'institutions 
as to believe for a second that \vc should ever receive 
any practical help from them, we can look for nothing 
but empty platitudes— for us this is one of the most 
vital questions. We know with absolute certainty that 
if Spain were to become finally Bolshevist and if this 
wave had spread wider, perhaps over the rest of Europe, 
or if in the future it should so spread— and Bolshevism 
itself asserts that this will certainly happen and that at 
least is its wish— then that for Germany would mean a 
severe economic catastrophe.”

“ It is essential for us that there should be a neutral 
exchange of goods with these lands: the bare mainte­
nance of the life of the German people itself demands 
this. But this exchange of goods is, however, possible 
only if these lands themselves manufacture goods under 
normal and orderly conditions. If through a Bolshevist 
catastrophe this manufacture of goods should cease, then 
Germany, too, in her economic life would have to face 
a period of extreme difficulty.”

"We are all of us sure that in the event of such a 
development the League of Nations at Geneva would 
presumably develop the same strength as did our own 
German Federal Parliament of Frankfurt in the last 
century. How little can be expected from such inter­
national help we can judge already by what is happening 
to-day. Hardly had the Bolshevist revolt begun in 
Spain when not only did trade with Germany imme­
diately decline, but 15,000 subjects of the Reich were 
forced to leave a country which was torn by internal

1 German, Klagen : so F.Z. Fragen : "questions” , Berliner Tage­
blatt. -
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disturbances. Their businesses were plundered, Ger­
man schools were destroyed, buildings belonging to the 
German community were in part burnt down, and the 
property of all these industrious folk was annihilated at 
one blow. The results of many years of honest work 
were ruined. I hardly think that the League of Nations 
will indemnify them for their losses. We know this 
and we do not address any request to the League: we 
know that it lias its own problems and tasks. For years 
past, for instance, it has been forced to spend its energies 
on trying to support the various Marxist and Jewish 
emigrants to keep them alive!”

“ I am only stating facts. We have a very real interest 
in seeing to it that this Bolshevist plague shall not spread 
over Europe. With a Nationalist France, for instance, 
we have in the course of its history naturally had many 
disagreements. But somehow or other we both belong 
together in the great European family of peoples, and 
especially is that true when all of us look most deeply 
into our own selves. Then I believe that we should not 
be willing to do without any of the really civilized nations 
of Europe, wc would not even wish them away. Each of 
us has to thank the other for much exasperation and 
suffering; but also for a vast mutual inspiration. We 
have given each other models, examples, many a lesson; 
much joy, much beauty wc owe to each other. If we are 
just, then we have every reason for mutual admiration, 
much less for mutual hatred! In this community of the 
civilized nations of Europe Jewish World Bolshevism is 
an absolutely alien body which makes not the smallest 
contribution to our economic life or to our civilization 
but only creates confusion. I f  there were an inter­
national review of the life of Europe and of the world, 
Bolshevism would not be able to produce a single posi­
tive achievement: it could but show its propagandist
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tables with their lying figures and its mischief-making 
placards.’*

“ But I am unwilling to miss this opportunity of 
answering those who talk persistently of the necessity 
for international economic relations and their continuous 
improvement and in this connexion speak of the duty of 
international solidarity, and now believe that they have 
ground for complaint since National Socialist Germany 
in their view is seeking to withdraw into a conscious 
isolation. I have before now pointed out how com­
pletely mistaken the statesmen or leader-writers are 
who really seriously believe any such thing. Their mis­
take is strikingly contradicted by the facts of practical 
life. Wc have neither the desire nor the intention to be 
political or economic hermits! Germany has not isolated 
herself, neither in political nor in economic life. Not 
politically: on the contrary, she is anxious to co-operate 
with all those who keep in view the goal of a true Euro­
pean community. Only we categorically refuse to allow 
ourselves to be united with those whose programme is 
the destruction of Europe and who make no secret of 
that fact,”

“ Even if we ourselves feel secure from this destruction 
it still seems to us to be an obvious contradiction to 
conclude agreements in order to secure the solidarity of 
Europe with folk who arc planning to destroy this same 
solidarity. T o  refuse any co-operation with these people 
does not mean isolation but simply self-preservation, 
and thus we are only the more determined to seek and 
to find an understanding with all those who do not 
merely talk of solidarity but who also earnestly desire it 
before all else; and that must not be a solidarity in the 
merely negative sense of sharing in a common destruc­
tion, but in the positive sense of sharing in a common 
construction.”
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“ It is even madder to charge us with seeking economic 
isolation. I believe that our trade figures are the best 
refutation of this unfounded and foolish view. But even 
if our trade would not grow by maintaining intercourse 
with other countries, yet even so we do not desire any 
economic isolation: if it came, we should at most only 
suffer its coming and that against our own wishes.”

“ This economic isolation must, however, follow of 
necessity the moment that Europe became Bolshevist. 
We can sec to-day indeed the amusing spectacle that it 
is precisely the Press of those lands in which men think 
that they must constantly be urging us to take a greater 
part in world economics which begins immediately to 
cry aloud if, for instance, it becomes known that we are 
doing business with Nationalist Spain, that we are 
delivering machinery and other such things to Spain, 
and that this Nationalist Spain is sending us raw mate­
rials and foodstuffs in exchange. This is but to do what 
these apostles of world economics are for ever wanting! 
Why then suddenly this horror at our action? No! we 
know the inner reasons for this only too well. It is their 
exasperation that now we are determined once for all 
that in no circumstances will we ever again import into 
Germany by way of trade those Marxist infection- 
materials which once before brought us to the edge of 
the abyss. A  trade transaction of this kind we do cer­
tainly reject. It is their exasperation at the fact that we 
not only refuse to isolate ourselves, but that on the con­
trary wc have found a firm support in States inspired with 
the same ideals and led by those who think and act as we 
do. But I can only repeat what I have said before— that 
for Germany any other orientation is out of the question.

“ W e are more interested in Europe than perhaps 
many other countries have any need to be. Our country, 
our people, our civilization, our economic life have
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grown up out of the general limitations which our posi­
tion in Europe set for us. We must therefore be the 
enemy of any attempt to introduce into this European 
family of peoples an element. of disintegration and 
destruction, whether it be in one state or in all.”

“ Besides for us Germans the thought that this Europe 
could be directed or ruled from Moscow of all places is 
simply intolerable. If in other States such presumption, 
presented as a political demand, can be endured, then 
we can only note this fact with astonishment and regret. 
For us at least the very idea of receiving orders {Direk­
tiven) from a world that stands so far below us is as 
ridiculous as it is revolting. Besides, the claim of an 
uncivilized Jewish Bolshevist international gang of crimi­
nals to rule from Moscow over Germany, an ancient 
land of European civilization, is simply insolence. Mos­
cow remains Moscow and Soviet Russia, so far as we are 
concerned, Soviet Russia. At least the name of our 
German capital is Berlin and, when all is said, Germany 
still, thank God, remains Germany.”

“ There should be no illusions on the point: National 
Socialism has banished the Bolshevist world peril from 
the domestic life of Germany : it has taken care that the 
scum of Jewish writers who are alien to the German 
people shall no longer play the dictator over the German 
proletariat, i.e. over the German workman, but that the 
German people shall at length understand its own 
mission and find in its own body its leaders. National 
Socialism has, further, made our people and therefore 
the Reich immune from a Bolshevist infection. And 
apart from this it will not hesitate to oppose with the 
most decisive measures every repetition of those attacks 
which were formerly made within Germany itself 
against the sovereignty of our people. It was through 
our attacks upon this enemy that we National Socialists
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gained our power. In a struggle lasting more than fifteen 
years we have in fact annihilated him— intellectually and 
in his outlook on the world— and neither his countless 
murders and other acts of violence nor the support which 
he received from the then Marxist rulers of the Reich 
could slay our victorious march. To-day we will keep 
strict watch and ward that never again shall such a 
danger come upon Germany. But should anyone ven­
ture to bring this danger from without to the frontiers 
of G e rm a n y  or to introduce this danger into Germany he 
should know that the National Socialist State has forged 
for itself those weapons which with lightning speed 
would crush any such attempt."

"T hat we have been in the past good soldiers— that 
assuredly the world will not have forgotten. That to-day 
we are still better soldiers— for that the world can take 
our word. But that the National Socialist State will 
defend and fight for its existence with a very different 
fanaticism from that of the bourgeois Reich of yesterday 
that no one should doubt. The period of parliamentary 
weakness from which the German people suffered is 
past and it will never return. - - ■ We have no intention 
of forcing upon anyone else our conceptions or ideals; 
wc would ask that none should seek to impose their 
views upon us. . . . Never in German history has the 
whole German people in one Reich been more united 
than at the present time.”

“ Formerly there were always differences or reserva­
tions founded upon tribe, religious confession, dynasty 
or, later, on party. The age of these reservations is ended. 
T he millions of our people are to-day devoted uncon­
ditionally to National Socialism and the National 
Socialist State. Weltanschauung and national discipline 
meet on one and the same level. The intellectual1

1 German: geistige.
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guidance and the political leadership of the nation find 
their confirmation in the political will. And that political 
will has found its necessary complement in the internal 
and the external attitude of the German. No better proof 
of this can be found than the Parteitag in Nuremberg. 
For eight days you have had here a living demonstration 
of the success of a work and an achievement which is 
truly a part of world-history.”  . . .

Hitler, after thanking the women and mothers of Ger­
many , and ashing for the blessing of the Almighty, closed 
his speech with the words:

“ May you be conscious that thus a hope of millennia, 
the prayer of many generations, the confidence and the 
faith of countless great men of our nation have become 
a reality of history. At length it has arisen— the Ger­
manic Empire of German nationality.” 1

In his closing speech to the Party Congress at Nuremberg, 
delivered on 12 September 193S Hitler said: "For the 
National Socialist Party the name ‘worker’ was from the 
first the honourable mark of distinction for all who in 
honest creative work, whether in the intellectual or the 
purely manual sphere, played an active part in the com­
munity. But since the Party was a People’s Party, there 
were necessarily, as in the people itself, more hand­
workers than intellectual workers in its ranks. This led 
subsequently to a series of misunderstandings. People 
imagined that such a Movement which, as the Party 
itself admitted, was composed for the most part of men 
who worked with their hands, could be regarded as alto­
gether unfitted to achieve any higher tasks. For this 
purpose, as our bourgeois class saw it, the good God had

1 German: das germanische Reicli deutscher Nation. I have 
translated the extracts from this speech from the reports o f the 
Berliner Tageblatt, 15 Sept. 1937, and the F.Z., 14, 15 Sept. 1937.
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chosen only that intellectual élite which had strayed into 
our bourgeois parties. Marxism, on the other hand, from 
the very first day saw in the new Movement a hated 
rival, and thought it could dispose of it most quickly if 
the broad masses were to shout down the definition 
adopted by National Socialism of the term ‘worker’ as 
embracing all creative workers, on the ground that it 
contradicted their idea of the Proletariat. As a matter 
of fact, this was true. For the Proletariat, or better, 
the proletarian parties, had, as far as possible, excluded 
from their ranks the brain-workers and intellectual 
workers of Germany. Naturally, without any intellectual 
leadership at all one could not exist; but this intellec­
tual leadership had been claimed for decades past by 
the Jews.”

“ The purpose of the Marxist-Communist-Social- 
Dcmocratic Parties, too, was by no means to give to the 
German people a better sense of community, or to 
educate them for such an idea; its aim was rather 
to smash the community of the German people and to 
tear open an unbridgeable cleavage between the people’s 
own intellectual leadership and the people itself.”

“ The worker was to be launched as a battering-ram 
against his own intelligentsia, so that by its destruction 
the leaderless masses of the people might be delivered 
into the hands of an intellectual writer and lawyer caste 
which was already far too numerous. The goal which 
hovered before the eyes of these schemers was the sort 
of State which we see to-day fully developed in Soviet 
Russia— 98 per cent. Aryan handworkers and 2 per cent. 
Jewish Commissars. In return for this, such a construc­
tion received the right to call itself a ‘Dictatorship of 
the Proletariat’ .”

“ It was understandable that on these grounds the 
Party which stood for a new community of the people
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was greeted with no affection by the Jewish wirepullers 
of the proletarian world revolution. Besides this, the 
fact that the Party recognized Jewry for what it was and 
saw through it, and accordingly made its elimination an 
essential point of the Party programme, was an additional 
motive for the hatred of Jewry and its rejection of 
National Socialism.“

“ The bourgeois parties, as I remarked before, failed to 
grasp the meaning and the necessity of the new M ove­
ment. In the national organization of the working classes 
they saw at first nothing in any way inspiring; on the 
contrary, they regarded it rather with suspicion. T he 
two worlds had already drawn so far apart that they 
could neither understand nor trust one another. Since 
the bourgeois world of parties was recruited and rein­
forced almost exclusively from intellectual circles, or 
from what was considered to be intellectual, the atmo­
sphere which surrounded its growth was worlds apart 
from that in which the proletarian parties arose. The 
crudeness of the proletarian code of social behaviour, 
combined with clothes not exactly fitted for the drawing­
room, aroused from the first repugnance, or at least dis­
trust, especially after the November Revolution of 1918. 
All our fellow-fighters will recall with real pleasure that 
the National Socialist German Workers’ Party at that time 
did not give the impression, so far as the outward appear­
ance of its followers was concerned, that it could be 
presented at Court. So it was not surprising that in 
bourgeois circles the. suspicion was aroused, and grew 
ever stronger, that in the new National Socialist Party 
they might have to deal with a specially ingenious 
kind of Socialism, bent on appropriating other people’s 
property.”

“This seemed all the more dangerous because the 
Socialist ideas which the Party was seeking to introduce,
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decked out as they were with Nationalist declarations, 
might end by being more easily smuggled into the 
Trojan walls of our bourgeois class-Statc."

“The names given to the Movement awoke suspicion, 
the clothes of its followers no less so, its manners seemed 
equally questionable, and the picture was but rounded 
oft' in the same colours by the further details which one 
read in the Press.’1

“ Later, when the Party had fought its way to a place 
in public life, and so could not any longer be got rid of, 
this complete rejection of its claims gave place to a per­
sistent but silent hope. Certainly, a great Party had 
come into existence; certainly it had won for itself a 
respected place in public life, but as a Workers’ Party—  
bolli from its name and from the appearance of its 
members— it was clearly disqualified from intervening 
in political life with any really decisive force. For this it 
had to be led. And since it was a Workers’ Party, intel­
lectual leadership was bound to be tacking; and one 
cannot carry on a government without brains. So the 
childish view came into existence that one day it would 
be possible to seixe the intellectual control of this popular 
movement which they could not destroy, and with its 
help they might then continue the astute policy which 
the bourgeoisie had been forced to renounce for a long 
time, owing to a deficiency in their own strength. So 
they longed for the hour when 'the drummer’ (that was 
myself!) would be replaced by ‘real statesmen' (that 
meant the other folk I). Who can wonder, then, that the 
stubbornness with which the National Socialist Workers’ 
Party fought its way to its goal, rejecting all compromise, 
gradually gave birth to a deep hatred, so deep, indeed, 
that our bourgeois party world was prepared to ally itself 
with Marxism rather than express the very least recog­
nition of National Socialism, much less give away any
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opportunities to our Party. More than once in the 
German Reichstag we could witness the shameful spec­
tacle of a united front arrayed against us, ranging from 
the extreme Right to the extreme Left. There was talk 
at that time of the necessity to safeguard the interests of 
the German people, of the necessity to fight for its free­
dom; but action was directed against the sole movement 
which was in fact in a position to fight for such ideals 
and, if necessary, to realize them— the movement which, 
above all, for years past, alone and deserted, had carried 
on this fight in a practical manner, with untiring energy, 
and under an immense strain.”

. . . “ Wc are experiencing now on a large scale very 
much what we had to experience at home in our ten- 
years struggle. Since the day when we took over power, 
we have been faced with a solid front on the part o f the 
outer world. And just as at home the gilded capitalistic 
democracy of our parliamentary parties went hand in 
hand with Marxism whenever it was a question of 
fighting National Socialism, so we see to-day on a large 
scale the same conspiracy between Democracy and 
Bolshevism to make war on the State of the National 
Socialist community of the people.”

“ At the time of the National Socialist struggle for 
power, perhaps the most striking proof of the dishonesty 
of our opponents’ campaign was their demonstration of 
the fact that whether they were bourgeois Nationalists, 
capitalist Democrats, or Marxist Internationalists, in 
every decisive struggle they formed an unbroken, united 
front against us. Many of our fellow-countrymen at 
that time were thus brought to understand how utterly 
false must be the morality of a political campaign which 
claimed to be fighting us on national grounds, yet which 
did not shrink from allying itself for this purpose with 
international Marxists; they understood, on the other
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liant!, how untruthful and deceitful those parties were 
which persecuted us— as they asserted—-because we 
were false to Socialism, yet in this campaign did not 
scruple to act in common with the representatives of the 
worst type of Capitalism, and to form a united front 
with it. The Centre Party attacked National Socialism 
as being hostile to the Church, and to further its ends 
concluded a holy alliance with atheist Social Democracy, 
and even with Communism itself. And Communism 
again, in its turn, which saw in us— so it asserted at that 
time— a party of reaction, hastened to join the real 
representatives of reaction against the National Socialist 
fraction in the Reichstag.”

“ It was a spectacle whose infinite dishonesty could 
cause nothing but disgust. And the same feeling comes 
over us to-day when we see how the so-called inter­
national world-democrats, the champions of freedom, 
brotherhood, justice, the people’s right to self-determi­
nation, and all the rest of it, go hand in glove with the 
Bolshevism of Moscow. The question may frequently 
be raised why we discuss the democracies so often, and 
why we arc so hostile to them. The reasons are: (i) 
because we are forced to do so, as the objects of their 
attacks; (2) because it is precisely the attitude of these 
bodies which is so infuriating.”

“ Insincerity starts from the moment when the demo­
cracies represent themselves as a government of the 
people, and the authoritarian States as dictatorships. I 
believe that I can say quite dispassionately that at the 
present time there are in the world only two countries 
which, as Great Powers, possess a government which 
has behind it 99 per cent, of its people.”

“ What declares itself to be democracy in the other 
countries is in most cases nothing but the fooling of 
public opinion by clever manipulation of Press and
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finance, and by artful exploitation of the results so 
reached. But the complete dishonesty of these demo­
cracies, in their essential character, comes out most 
sharply in the attitude which they adopt, as occasion 
demands, towards their neighbours. We have learnt by 
experience that when it suited their book, these demo­
cracies could actually glorify a really tyrannical régime 
in a smali country, and could even declare themselves 
ready to fight for that régime if required, whereas on the 
other hand the greatest demonstrations of confidence 
in such States as were not pleasing to the democracies 
were simply passed over in silence, misinterpreted, or 
given an exactly contrary' meaning. And that is not all: 
if it is politically expedient, these democracies go so far 
as to glorify the Bolshevist form of State, even though 
it declares itself to be a dictatorship of the proletariat. 
In other words: the true-born democracies are actually 
prepared to give the name of ‘dictatorships’ to countries 
which can point to a Government based on the consent 
of 99 per cent, of its people, while other countries again, 
which the Governments themselves declare to be dictator­
ships, and which can exist only with the help of mass- 
shootings, executions, torturings, and the rest, are 
admired as highly respectable democratic institutions. 
Is it not really a grim irony of world-history that in the 
midst of upright, thoroughbred democrats at Geneva 
moves, as an honourable member of the Conference, the 
bloodstained representative of the most ferocious tyranny 
of all time?”

‘‘Just as in Germany we have seen this close alliance 
between Jewish Capitalism and theoretical Communist 
anti-Capitalism, just as in this country ‘The Red Flag’, 
the ‘Vorwärts’, and the 'Frankfurter Zeitung1 used 
always to go hand in hand, so it is in the whole of the 
rest of the world. The Bolshevism of Moscow is the
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honoured ally of Capitalist Democracy! Is it surprising 
that if Governments deny their own principles to this 
extent, they should he forced in countless other spheres 
ns well to resort to empty phrases ?”

Hitler went on to illustrate the inconsistency of the 
democracies, which defended the rights of small nations, 
but which for fifteen years denied to 'a people of 75 millions’ 
the most primitive rights of man. “ For fifteen years with 
the utmost barbarity they have set at nought the natural 
interests of the people, they have violated all human 
dignity; they have framed ‘Diktats’ and forced their 
acceptance upon us with the pistol at our heads, so that 
later, with hypocritical indignation, they might complain 
of the ‘unilateral’ violation of sacred laws and the breach 
of still more sacred treaties. Without ever troubling 
themselves over what the natives might think, they have 
subdued continents with bloody violence. But when 
Germany demands the return of her colonies, alarmed 
for the lot of the poor natives, they declare that they can 
under no circumstances deliver them over to such a fate. 
Yet at the same moment they do not hesitate to bring 
the natives to reason in their own colonies by aeroplanes 
and bombs— to force, in other words, their dear coloured 
fellow-citizens to continue to endure the rule of the 
foreigner which they hate. These were, of course, civi­
lizing bombs, in contrast with the brutal bombs used by 
the Italians in the Abyssinian War.”

“ They complain in these democracies of the boundless 
cruelty with which Germany— and now Italy also— seek 
to rid themselves of their Jewish elements. All these great 
democratic empires taken together have only a handful of 
people to the square kilometre. Both in Italy and Ger­
many there are over 140. Yet formerly Germany, with­
out blinking an eyelid, for whole decades admitted these 
Jews by the hundred thousand. But now, when at last
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the complaints became too great, when the nation is no 
longer willing to besucked dry by these parasites, on every 
side one hears nothing but laments. But lamentations 
have not led these democratic countries to substitute 
helpful activity at last for their hypocritical ques­
tions; on the contrary, these countries with icy coldness 
assured us that obviously there was no place for the 
Jews in their territory! Thus they expected that Ger­
many, with 140 people to the square kilometre, would 
easily be able to continue to support her Jews; but the 
democratic world-empires, with only a handful of people 
to the square kilometre, could under no circumstances 
take on such a burden! So no help is given, but morality 
is saved!”

“ We see ourselves then to-day in the National Socialist 
Reich face to face with the same forces, the same phe­
nomena, which for fifteen years we, as a Party, had the 
opportunity of getting to know. So far as this gives us 
general evidence for the hostile attitude of the demo­
cratic countries towards Germany, it leaves us cold. 
Why should we fare better than the Reich did before us ? 
For the rest, I openly acknowledge that I find it always 
more tolerable to be insulted by someone who no longer 
has the power to rob me, than to be robbed by someone 
who praises me in return. We are insulted to-day. But 
we are— thank God— now in a position to ensure that 
Germany shall no longer suffer robbery and violence. 
Before us, the State was oppressed for nearly fifteen 
years. And the praise which it received for having 
become a well-behaved and democratic State was, in 
my view, a somewhat inadequate indemnity or recom­
pense for this!” ’ [Hitler then proceeded to discuss the 
question of Czechoslovakia. Seep. 487.]

1 V.B., 1 4  S e p t .  i g j 8 .
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2 S. THE JEWS
Note and Bibliography

Though the speeches of Hitler arc filled with attacks upon the 
Jcwish-Bolshcvist opposition and upon the Jews as the inter­
national force which everywhere supported the world-revolution, 
who as emigrants were always inciting other Powers to oppose 
the National Socialists and the Germany of the Third Reich, it 
is surprising to observe how little the Führer has said on the 
treatment of the Jews by the National Socialist State. It would 
seem that the following brief collection of extracts practically 
exhausts the material on the subject so far as the printed reports 
of Hitler’s speeches are concerned. On the attitude of the 
National Socialist Parly towards the Jews cf. the Party Pro­
gramme, especially Point 4 (sec Part I, p. 103), and see G. Feder, 
Hitler's Official Programme and its Fundamental Ideas (London, 
Allen &  Unwin, 1938), pp. 78-81. For Jews and Bolshevism sec 
in particular pp. 685 supra, and cf. G . Feder, Die Juden (Munich, 
Eher, 1933). _

I do not know of any official National Socialist collection of 
documents covering the whole field of the policy of the Third 
Reich in its dealings with the Jews, but the Iaw9, orders, and 
regulations dealing with racial questions have been usefully 
collected in W . Coermann, Die Rasseugdetzgebung des national­
sozialistischen Staates, Eisenach, Röth, 1939, pp- 210 (with a 
systematized bibliography). For collections of documentary 
evidence see :
For the year 1933 : Das Sekwarzbuch. Tatsachen und Dokumente. 

Die Lage der Juden in Deutschland IQ33- Faris, Comité des 
Délégations juives, 1934.
The Persecution of the Jews in Germany■ Published by the 

Joint Foreign Committee of the Board of Deputies o f 
British Jews and the Anglo-Jewish Association, April 1933. 
Supplementary Bulletins were issued in May and June 1933, 

La Question des Juifs allemands devant la Société des Nations 
( =  Cahiers du Comité des Délégations juives, Paris, Nos. 
5-8). Paris, Rousseau, 1933 (for documents down to June 

ï933)-
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Paul Krcglingcr, Judenverfolgung in Deutschland! Dokumente 
die die I Veit erschüttern. Utrecht, Selbstverlag des Verfassers,

WSJ'
Le IIIe Reich cl les Juifs. Essai d'une documentation. Antwerp, 

Comité pour la Défense des Droits des Juifs, 1933- For 
confidential instructions for “ the solution of the Jewish 
question" issued in November 1931 by the N SD AP, to its 
agents see pp. 41-2.

For the speeches of Julius Streicher of Nuremberg see Julius 
Streicher, Kampf dem Weitfeind. Heden aus der Kampfzeit 
gesammelt und bearbeitet von Dr. Urins Pretss. Nuremberg, 
Verlag "D er Stürmer” , 1938, pp. 148 (with appendix of 
reproductions of fi Plakate aus der Kampfzeit). Speeches 
date from i Aug, J920 to 27 Apr. 1933.

For tire years 1933-4: Die Braune Kultur. Ein Dohumcnlcnspiegel 
von Cassie Michaelis, Heinz Michaelis, W. O. Somin. Zürich, 

Europa-Verlag, 1934, pp. 6S-90.
For the period up to April 1935: The Jews in Nasi Germany. A  

Handbook of Facts regarding their Present Situation. New 
York, The American Jewish Committee, 1935.

For the years 1933-6: The Yellow Spot. With an introduction 
by the Bishop of Durham. London, Gollancz, 1936.
For translated extracts from the German Press in the first year 

of the National Socialist Government sec also F. Scidlcr, Tlti 
Bloodless Pogrom. London, Gollancz, 1934.

For a summary of anti-Jewish legislation in Germany from 
1933 up to November 1938 see the Manchester Guardian, 30 
November 1938. For anti-Jewish legislation in Germany since 
I November 193S see Sir John Hope Simpson, Refugees, A 
Review of the Situation since September 1938, London, Oxford 
University Press, 1939, Appendix I, pp. 111-13.

For the application of the “ Aryan clause” see the Annexe to 
the Lettre de Démission de James G. McDonald, Haut Commissaire 
pour les Réfugiés (Israélites et autres) provenant d'Allemagne 
adressée au Secrétaire Général de la Société des Nations (N° 
officiel, C  13 M 12,1936 X II Annexe) : dated 27 December 1935; 
and for the question of the Refugees from Germany see Sir 
John Hope Simpson, The Refugee Problem. London, Oxford 
University Press, 1939, pp. 127-37; id., Refugees. A  Review of 
the Situation since September 1938 (see above); id., The Refugee
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Question ( — Oxford Pamphlets on World Affairs, No. 13). 2nd 
«In., Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1940.

Por the legislative texts: “ Gesetz zur Wiederherstellung des 
Berufshcamieunims”  of 7 April 1933, § 3 Ohe so-called “ Aryan 
Paragraph" ) ,  Dokumente tier deutschen Politik, i ( 1 9 3 5 ) '  PP- I 72 _5 
at p. 173.' Por the Nuremberg Laws (a) Reichsbürgergesetz of 
15 September 1933, »ititi, iii (1937), PP- 153-4; (i) “ Gesetz zum 
Schutze ties deutschen Blutes und der deutschen Ehre“ of same 
date, ibid., pp. £54-5 (§ 3 came into force on r January I93 )̂>2 
“ Erste Verordnung zum Reichsbürgergesetz: Bestimmungen des 
Begriffs Jude" of 14 November 1935, ihid., pp. 157-8- "Erste 
Verordnung zur Ausführung des Gesetzes zum Schutze des 
deutschen Blutes und der deutschen Ehre” (dated 14 November 
*935)1 ibid., pp. 159-61. For the application of the Nuremberg 
laws to militate service see § 15 of the ll'ekrgesetz des deutschen 
Reiches of z i  May 1935 (ibid., pp. 102-3) 15 altered by the law 

of 26 June 1936 [ibid., iv (1937}, pp- 224- 5] : Judc kann
nicht aktiven Wehrdienst leisten. Jüdische Mischlinge können 
nicht Vorgesetzte in der Wehrmacht werden." There is a useful 
summary of the effect of the legislation in 0 . Koellreuttcr, 
Deutsches Vcrfass 11 ugsrecht, Berlin, Junker &: Dünnhaupt, 193^, 
pp. 66 sqq., and for a detailed study of the application of this 
legislation sec H. Millier, Die rechtliche Stellung blutsfremder 
Menschen noch dem Blutschutzgesetz. Dresden, Dittert, 1938. 
For the Jaws passed against the Jews in 19381 especially in 
November of that year after the murder of Vom Rath, sec 

Dokumente der deutsche)! Politik, vi (1939), PP- +77 513> and c -̂ 
the note on Rassenpolitik, ibid., pp. 4 7 1 - 7 .  522- 
For the Jews in Germany there may be mentioned:

Marvin Lowenlhal, The Jews of Germany. A History of sixteen 
centuries (English edition). London, Lindsay Drummond,
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1 F o r  r e fe r e n c e s  to  th e  te x ts  o f  th e  c o m p le m e n ta r y  le g is la tio n  

( c s p c c tn lly  th e  fo u r  Durchführungsverordnungen) s e c  Dokumente der 

deutschen Politik, i ( 1 9 3 5 ) ,  p- 17 2 . n - •- .  ,
* O n  th e  N u r c m b c r ß  la w s  cf* th e  s p e e c h  o f  G o c r in g  in N u r e m b e r g  

o f  »s S e p t .  1 9 3 5 , ib id , iii (19 3 7 )1 PP- 2 4 - 9 , a n d  r e fe r e n c e  m a y  
f u r t h e r  b e  m a d e  to  th e  s p e e c h  o f  D r .  F r a n k  o n  " D a s  J u d e n tu m  m  
d e r  R e c h t s w is s e n s c h a ft " ,  ib id , i v  ( 1 9 3 7 ) , p p . 2 2 5 -3 0 , a n d  f o r  
A u s t r ia  a f t e r  th e  A n s c h lu s s  see  th e  s p e e c h  o f  B tlrc k e l a t  th e  

A u s la n d s d c u t s c h t u m - T n g u n g  in  S tu t tg a r t ,  P.Z., 1  S e p t .  1 9 3 8 .



1939. (Contains many citations from National Socialist 
writers and speakers; there are but few precise references 
to sources.)

S. Osborne, Germany and her Jews. London, The Soncino 
Press, 1939. (The part played by the Jews in German life. 
Biographies of leading German Jews. Appendix on German 
anti-Semitic literature.)

G. Warburg, Six Years of Hitler. The Jews under the N azi 
Regime. London, Allen & Unwin, 1939 (admirably docu­
mented).

J. Kastein, Jesus in Germany. London, The Cresset Press,

[*934]- , e
F. R. Bienenfeld, The Germans and the Jews. London, Seeker

& Warburg, 1939.
A. C. Grzesinski, Inside Germany. New York, Dutton, i 939> 

pp. 191-202.
A. van Miller, Deutsche und Juden. Soziologische Verlagsan­

stalt. Printed (and published?) in Ostrau, 193Û.
And reference may be made to

Denkschrift zur Judenfrage. Berlin, Robert Klett [ 1 9 3 3 ]— “ Von 
zuständiger Seite bearbeitet” . (Statistics of Jews in trades, 
professions, &c.)

Israel Cohen, “ The Jews in Germany” , Quarterly Review, voi. 
cclxi, July 1933.

F. Book, An Eyewitness in Germany. Translated from the 
Swedish by E. Spriggc and C. Napier, London, Lovat 
Dickson, 1933, pp. 99-150,

La Société des Nations el Voppression des Juifs en Allemagne. 
Étude juridique ( =  Cahiers du Comité des Délégations 
juives, Paris, Nos. 9-10). Paris, Rousseau, 1933.

J. Goebbels, Rassenfrage und Weltpropaganda ( =  Schriften zur 
politischen Bildung, Reihe X II Rasse, Heft 6). Langensalza, 
Hermann Beyer, 1934.

P. Molcnbrock, [Hitler en zijn beslrijders.) Hitler im Ltchte des 
erwachenden Holland. Eine Aufklärungsschrift (German 
translation). Berlin, Deutsche Kultur-Wacht, 1935. (T h e 
book is realty an anti-Semitic work.)

P .  F .  D o u g la s s ,  God among the Germans, P h ila d e lp h ia ,  U n i ­
v e r s i t y  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 5 , e h . v i ,  “ T h e  C h r i s t i a n  

Jew in  t h e  T h i r d  R e ic h ,”  p p .  1 1 6 - 4 3 .
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I. Harand, “ »Sow Combat". Réponse à Hitler. Vienna and 
Brussels, “ Gerechtigkeit’* (Vienna), 1936.

O. I. Janowsky, People at Day. The Jewish Problem in East- 
Central Europe. London, Gollancz, 1938 (for the effect of 
National Socialism see pp. 126-33).

Arthur Ruppi», The Jewish Fate and Future (in the Series 
Studies in Modern History, ed. L. B. Namier), translated 
by E. \V, Dickes. London, Macmillan, 1940. See in par­
ticular eh. xii, “ Nazi Anti-Semitism’’, pp. 225-43.

For a study of the influence of Jews on the life of Germany 
(especially their evil influence on German literature) see 
Die Juden in Deutschland. IJerausgCgeben vom Institut sum 
Studium der Judenfrage. 5th edn,, Munich, Eher, 1936 

( p P- 4 [ 3 )*

F o r  th e  b a c k g r o u n d  .

A. Marcus, Die wirtschaftliche Krise des deutschen Juden. Etne 
soziologische Untersuchung. Berlin, Stilkc, 1931. (A study 
of ibe economic destiny of the Jewish bourgeoisie in Germany 
and of those spheres of Gcnnan economic life in which Jews 
were specially active, particularly in Berlin.)

For the attack on the Jews in November 1938 see K. Heiden, 
The New Inquisition. New York, Alliance Book Corporation, 
1939, and Der Pogrom (Preface by Heinrich Mann), Ziirich 

and Paris, Verlag für soziale Literatur, 1939-
F o r  t h e  J e w is h  q u e s t io n  in  19 3 9  se e  A .  R o s e n b e r g , Müssen 

weltanschauliche Kämpfe staatliche Feindschaften ergeben? 
( =  H i e r  s p r i c h t  d a s  n e u e  D e u t s c h la n d ,  H e ft  14 ) , M u n ic h ,  

E h e r ,  1 9 3 9  ( s p e e c lt  o f  7  F e b .  19 3 9  b e fo r e  d ip lo m a ts  a n d  th e  

f o r e i g n  P r e s s ) ,  p p . 8 - 1 6 ,  a n d  c f.
E .  T a u b c r t ,  “ D a s  W e lt ju d e n t u m  a ls  A u s g a n g s p u n k t  d e r  

b o ls c h e w is t is c h e n  W e lt g c f a h r  ”, Zeitschrift für Politik, x x i x  

( 1 9 3 9 ) ,  p p ,  2 4 6 - 5 3 ;  R .  K o m m o s s ,  “ D i e  jü d is c h e  D u r c h s e t ­

z u n g  d e r  G P O  in  d e r  E p o c h e  S t a l in ” , ib id ,  x x v i i  ( 1 9 3 7 ) ,  

PP * 6 7 3 - 8 .
O .  I .  J a n o w s k y  a n d  M .  M .  F a g e n ,  International Aspects of 

German Racial Policies. N e w  Y o r k ,  O x f o r d  U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,

*9 3 7 - , .
W .  Z i e g l e r ,  Die Judenfrage in der modernen Welt ( =  S c h r i f t e n

d e r  D e u t s c h e n  H o c h s c h u le  f ü r  P o lit ik ,  S e r ie s  I ,  I d e e  u n d
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Gestalt tics Nationalsozialismus, Heft 27). Berlin, Junker & 
Dünnhaupt, 1937. Whether the world can solve its problem 
may be doubted: Germany thanks to Versailles has no land 
to give away : for herself she has solved her problem.

Walter Gross, Der deutsche Russengedanke mid die Well (ici the 
same series Heft 42). Berlin, Junker & Dünnhaupt, 1939- 
A lecture delivered on iS Jan. 1939- ^,c conHuest of preju­
dices arising from misunderstandings is now achieved: the 
“ Endkampf mit den gegnerischen internationalen Kräften” 

remains.
For the race question in National Socialist Germany cf.

Edmund Vermeil, Le Racisme allemand. Essai de mise au point. 
Paris, Sorlot, “ Carnets de l'Actualité” , 1939. Pp- 61.

W . Gross, Der Rassengedunhe im neuen Geschichtsbild (=  Schrif­
ten der Deutschen Hochschule für Politik, Series I, Idee 
und Gestalt des Nationalsozialismus, Heft iS). liertin, 
Junker fc Dünnhaupt, 1936. A lecture delivered before 
Leaders of the Hitler-Jugend on 4 Jan. 1936-

id. Rasscupolitischc Erziehung : in the same series Heft 6. 

Berlin, 1934.
Arthur Gütt, Dienst an der Rasse als Aufgabe der Staatspolitik: 

in the same series Heft 7. Berlin 1934 (as originally pub­
lished the Schriften were divided into two series only with 
Heft 12).

Falk Ruttke, Die Verteidigung der Rasse durch das Recht : in the 
same series Heft 45. Berlin, 1939 (on pp. 24-S a valuable 
bibliography of work on Rasse und Recht)).

For a balanced study of the causes of Anti-Semitism see James 
Parkes, The Jew and his Neighbour. London, Student 
Christian Movement, 2nd edn., 1938, and cf.

R. N. Coudcnhovc-Kalergi, Judenhass! Vienna, Zurich, 
Pancuropa-Vcrlag, 1937. (Coudcnhovc-Kalergi also repub­
lished his father's book: Das Wesen des Antisemitismus. 
5th edn., Vienna, Paneuropa-Verlag, 193s.)

Jacques Maritain, Anti-Semitism. London, The Centenary 
Press, 1939.

Iti an interview with the correspondent of "The Times”  in
Berlin in October 1930 Hitler repudiated the charges of
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violence in street riots brought by the police against the 
National Socialist Party. lie  said: The National Social- * 
ist Movement was a strictly disciplined movement and 
every member knew that such excesses were against its 
interests and against orders. The Movement discounte­
nanced violent anti-Semitism. He would have nothing to 
do with pogroms and that was the first word which had 
always gone forth from him in turbulent times. Their 
doctrine was ''Germany for the Germans” and their 
attitude towards Jews was governed by the attitude of 
Jews towards this doctrine. They had nothing against 
decent Jews, but if Jews associated themselves with 
Bolshevism, as many unfortunately did, they must be 
regarded as enemies. The Party was against all violence, 
but, if attacked, it was ready to defend itself.1

Discussing National Socialist propaganda in America in 
the autumn of Hiller is reported to have suggested that 
“ the idea be disseminated that capitalism and Jewry 
need not look too fearfully toward a National Socialist 
régime.” *

In an interview published in the “ Staatszeitung" (Netv 
York) Hitler said:

“ Why does the world shed crocodile’s tears over the 
richly merited fate of a small Jewish minority ? But 
wfiat happened to the conscience of the world when 
millions in Germany were suffering from hunger and 
misery? I ask Roosevelt, I ask the American people: 
Arc you prepared to receive in your midst these well- 
poisoners3 of the German people and the universal spirit 
of Christianity? Wc would willingly give everyone of

1 Q u o t e d  f r o m  The Times, 15 O c t.  1930 .
1 Kurt G. W. Lu decke, I  knew Hiller, London, 1938, p. 43z.
1 Bru iiiicnvergifter.
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them a free steamer-ticket and a thousand-mark note for 
travelling expenses, if we could get rid of them. Am I 
to allow thousands of pure-blooded Germans to perish 
so that all Jews may work, live, and be merry in security 
while a nation of millions is a prey to starvation, despair, 
and Bolshevism?” 1

In a speech to the Doctors’ Union in April 1933 on the 
racial purification of the German people Hitler said that 
through the speedy elimination of the excessive number 
of Jewish intellectuals from the cultural and spiritual life 
of Germany justice must be done to the natural claim of 
Germany to a leadership which should reflect the true 
German spirit.2

The greatest achievements in intellectual life can 
never be produced by those of alien race but only by 
those who are inspired by the Aryan or German spirit.1

In view of the narrowness of the space within which 
German intellectual work and German intellectual 
workers have to live they had a natural moral claim to 
precedence and preference. If the number of foreigners 
admitted to take part in German intellectual life was out 
of proportion to the number of native Germans sharing 
in that life foreigners might interpret this as a recogni­
tion of the intellectual superiority of other races.

He said that America of all countries had the least 
ground to object to these measures. America’s own 
Immigration Laws had excluded from admission those 
belonging to races of which America disapproved, while 
America was by no means prepared to open the gates to '

1 Cited from Fritz Seidler, The Bloodless Pogrom. London, 1934.
I have not been able to sec the text o f this interview : it apparently 
dates from 1933.

* German : arteigene geistige Führung.
3 German : Träger arischer und deutscher Geisteskräfte. It is not 

easy to render these words into natural English.
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Jewish ‘‘fugitives” from Germany. "As a matter of fact 
the Jews in Germany had not had a hair of their heads 
rumpled.” 1

l ie  recognized the present distress of the medical profes­
sion, especially of the young doctors. "It is precisely for 
these young Germans that a living-space (Lebensraum) 
and possibilities for the exercise of their profession must 
be created by a vigorous repression of elements of alien 
race. . . . This work of cleansing through racial hygiene 
which was now being undertaken would perhaps take 
centuries. The important point was that they should 
to-day lay a firm foundation for the future political 
development.” 2

In an interview with Miss Anne O'Hare McCormick in 
July i)3 3  Hitler said:

"I  would be only too glad if the nations which take 
such an enormous interest in Jews would open their 
gates to them. It is true we have made discriminatory 
laws, but they are directed not so much against the Jews 
as for the German people, to give economic opportunity 
to the majority.”  . . .

"W hy should not the Jews share the privations which 
burden the entire nation ? . . .  I cannot spare a Commun­
ist because he is a Jew.” 2

In a speech delivered in the Sportpalast in Berlin on 
24 October 1)33 Hitler said:

"In  England people assert that their arms are open to 
welcome all the oppressed, especially the Jews who have 
left Germany. England can do this! England is big, 
England possesses vast territories. England is rich. We

’ German: gekrümmt.
1 New York Tîntes, 10 July 1933.
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are small and overpopulated, we are poor and without 
any possibility for living.1 But it would be still finer if 
England did not make her great gesture dependent on 
the possession of £1,000— if England should say: Anyone 
can enter— as we unfortunately have done for thirty or 
forty years. If we too had declared that no one could 
enter Germany save under the condition of bringing 
with him £1,000 or paying more, then to-day we should 
have no Jewish question at all. So we wild folk have once 
more proved ourselves to be better humans— less per­
haps in external protestations, but at least in our actionsl 
And now we are still as generous and give to the Jewish 
people a far higher percentage as their share in possi­
bility for living than we ourselves possess.”

“ It is true that together with the rights of the chosen 
people we defend the rights of the oppressed people, 
the German people, for in the last resort that is the 
reason for our being here at all! But that does not 
mean atrocities.”  Hitler proceeded to speak of the modera­
tion displayed by the “ Model Revolution” :* “ it must be 
admitted” , he said, that the “ emigrants” do not share 
this view. It is naturally very agreeable for knaves and 
usurers to travel around in world-history with a political 
banner to serve as a robe. It is a fine thing to be able to 
go abroad with the nimbus and the halo of one threatened 
with death, while in reality in Germany it is only the 
Public Prosecutor who is after you. And as for the small 
part of the emigrants which is really out of the country 
for political reasons I must confess that we are glad to 
be rid of them. We do not say: Give them back to us! 
On the contrary we say only: Keep them and the longer 
the better.” 3

* German : Lebensmöglichkeil.
1 Cf. Part I, p. zog.
* Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i (1935), pp. 127-8.
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In his address to women at the Nuremberg Parteitag on 
8 September 1934 Hitler said:

“ The phrase ‘Emancipation of Woman’ is only an 
invention of the Jewish intellect and its content is 
stamped with the same spirit. In the really good periods 
of German life the German woman never needed to 
emancipate herself.” 1

The anti-Jcwish laws were passed at a special session of 
the Reichstag held in Nuremberg zy September 1935. 
Hitler's justification for the introduction of these laws was 
in the circumstances surprisingly brief. He referred to the 
insult to the German flag in the United States: he said that 
this act furnished effective confirmation of the rightness 
of the proposed legislation which was designed to antici­
pate any such action in Germany. He further referred to 
the revival of agitation in favour of a boycott of German 
goods, and continued:

“ This international unrest in the world would un­
fortunately seem to have given rise to the view amongst 
the Jews within Germany that the time has come openly 
to oppose Jewish interests to those of the German nation. 
From numerous places vigorous complaints have been 
recèìved of the provocative action of individuals belong­
ing to this people, and the remarkable frequency of these 
reports and the similarity of their contents point to a 
certain system of operations. This attitude actually re­
sulted in demonstrations which in a Berlin cinema were 
directed against a foreign film by which, though harmless 
in itself, certain Jewish circles felt themselves to be 
offended.”

“ If this proceeding is not to lead to very determined 
action in its own defence by the outraged population—  
the consequences of which in any single case cannot be 

1 F .Z ., 9 Sept. 1934.
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foreseen— the only way to deal with the problem which 
remains open is that of legislative action. The German 
Government is in this controlled by the thought that 
through a single saecular solution it may be possible 
still to create a level ground (cine Ebene) on which the 
German people may find a tolerable relation towards the 
Jewish people. Should this hope not be fulfilled and 
the Jewish agitation both within Germany and in the 
international sphere should continue, then the position 
must be examined afresh.”

Hitler then proposed that the laws be adopted: “ The first 
two laws repay the debt of gratitude to the Movement 
under whose symbol Germany has recovered her free­
dom, since it implements the programme of the National 
Socialist Party in an important point. The second is an 
attempt to regulate by law a problem which, should this 
attempt fail, must then be handed over by law to the 
National Socialist Party for a final solution.”

"Behind all three laws there stands the National 
Socialist Party and with it and supporting it stands the 
German nation.” 1

In an interview with Mr. Baillie of the United Press 
Hitler was asked what were the reasons for the Nuremberg 
legislation. He replied: "One of the principal reasons 
for the legislation in Germany is the necessity to combat 
Bolshevism. This legislation is not anti-Jewish, but pro-

1 V.D., 16 Sept. 1935. THc Three Nuremberg laws arc: (i) the 
Law on the Flags of the Reich, <ii) the Law respecting Ite ich 
Citizenship, and (ìli) the Law for the Protection of German Blood 
and German Honour. An English translation of (it) and (iti) will 
be found in The Yellow Spot, London, Gollancz, 1936, pp. 30-1 
(where the German text of these laws is also reproduced), and in 
W. E. Rappard, W. R. Sharp, H. W. Schneider, J, K. Pollock, 
S. N. Harper, Source Booh on European Governments, New York, 
Van Nostrand, 1937, Part IV, pp. 77-83.
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German. The rights of Germans are thereby to be pro­
tected against destructive Jewish influences."

Nearly all Bolshevist agitators in Germany had been 
Jews: only a few miles separated Soviet Russia from 
Germany, and continuous, effective measures were 
needed to protect Germany from the intrigues of the 
agents of Bolshevism who were for the most part Jews,

He went on to say that from the tens of thousands of 
officers who were demobilized after the War a kind of 
intellectual proletariat had arisen ; many of these, although 
they had received a University education, were forced in 
order to get a living to accept employment as street- 
clcaners, motor-drivers, and like occupations. On the 
other hand, the Jews who formed less than one per 
cent, of the population tried to monopolize the cultural 
leadership of the people and flooded the intellectual 
professions, such as, for example, jurisprudence and 
medicine. The influence of this intellectual Jewish class 
in Germany had everywhere a disintegrating effect. For 
this reason in order to bar the spread of this process 
of disintegration it became essential to take steps to 
establish a clear and clean separation between the two 
races.

The fundamental principle which governed the treat­
ment of this question in Germany was that to the Ger­
man should be given that to which the German had 
a just claim and to the Jew that which the Jew could 
justly claim. He stressed the fact that this served to 
protect the Jew, and this was proved by the fact that 
since the passing of the restrictive measures anti-Jewish 
sentiment in the country had decreased. The Govern­
ment of the Reich was anxious to prevent self-help on 
the part of the people which might vent itself in dan­
gerous explosions; its legislative measures were aimed 
at maintaining in Germany that calm and peace which
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had been enjoyed up to the present time. On the 
Kurfiirstendamm in Berlin there were as many Jewish 
businesses as in New York and the other capitals, and 
one could see for oneself that these businesses were 
suffering absolutely no disturbance. He believed that 
perhaps through the Nuremberg laws fresh tension could 
be avoided. If such tension did, however, arise, further 
legislative measures would be necessary.1

In his speech delivered in the Reichslag on 30 January 
1937 Hitler said that it was astonishing how much 
National Socialism had achieved in the cultural sphere—  
in books, newspapers, and lectures, in art, the theatre, 
and the film. “ Consider this fact alone: our entire 
German educational system, including the Press, the 
theatre, films, literature, &c., is to-day conducted and 
controlled exclusively by our German fellow-country­
men. How often were wc not told in the past that the 
removal of Jews from these institutions must lead to 
their collapse or to sterilization! And what has actually 
happened? In all these spheres we arc experiencing a 
vast flowering of cultural and artistic life. Our films are 
better than ever before. The productions in our leading 
theatres stand in lonely pre-eminence over those of the 
whole world. Our Press has become a mighty instru­
ment in the service of our people’s self-preservation and 
contributes to strengthen the nation. German Science 
pu rsucs its successful activity, wh ile in arch itectu re mighty 
evidences of our creative purpose will in the future bear 
witness to the achievements of this new age. There has 
been effected an unexampled immunization of the G er­
man people against all the disintegrating tendencies from 
which another world is forced to suffer.” *

1 V.B., 28 Nov. 1935.
1 Dokumente der deutschen Politik, v (1938), pp. 39-40.

734

T H E  JE W S

 



In his closing speech at the Nuremberg Parteitag of 1938 
(12 September) Hitler said: "It was natural that the 
Party which stood for a new community of the people 
should precisely because of this aim meet with no sym­
pathy from the Jewish wire-pullers of the Proletarian 
World-Revolution. And the fact that the Party had 
recognized Jewry for what it was and seen through it 
and had made its removal an essential point in its own 
programme did but add further reason for the hatred 
and opposition of the Jews.” . . .

“ When the question is still put to us why National 
Socialism flghts with such fanaticism against the Jewish 
element in Germany, why it pressed and still presses for 
its removal then the answer can only be: Because 
National Socialism desires to establish a true community 
of the people. . .  . Because we are National Socialists we 
can never suffer an alien race which has nothing to do 
with us to claim the leadership of our working people.” 1

With this may be compared what Hitler said in his 
speech in the Reichstag on 30 January 1937: “The sole 
aim of the National Socialist Revolution was to secure 
for the whole German people the possibility not merely 
of an economic, but also of a political activity. The scope 
of that effort is, we admit, limited to the elements which 
belong to our own people: we refuse to permit to an 
alien race any influence upon our political, spiritual, or 
cultural life or to allow to an alien any privileged position 
in the economic sphere.” 2

In his speech delivered in the Reichstag on 30 January 
19 3 9  Hitler said that in 1933 the only thing which united 
the opponents of National Socialism was “ their common 
hatred of the young Movement, a hatred born of their 

* V.B., 14 Sept. 1938.
1 Dokumente der deutschen Politik, v (1938), p. 31.
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guilty consciences and even worse intentions. As it still 
does to-day in other parts of the world, this united the 
priests of the Centre Party and Communist atheists, 
the Socialists out to abolish private property and capital­
ists whose interests were bound up with the Stock 
Exchange, Conservatives who wished to destroy the 
State, and Republicans whose aim was to destroy the 
Reich. During the long battle of National Socialism for 
the leadership of the country they had all come together 
in defence of their interests and had made common 
cause with Jewry. The bishop-politicians of the various 
Churches extended their hands in benediction over this 
union. . . . The rescue of Europe began at one end of 
the continent with Mussolini and Fascism. National 
Socialism continued this rescue in another part of 
Europe, and at the present moment we are witnessing 
in still a third country the same drama of a brave 
triumph over the Jewish international attempt to destroy 
European civilization.” . . .  To-day after six years “ I am 
able to speak before the first Reichstag of Greater 
Germany. We are indeed perhaps better able than other 
generations to realize the full meaning of those pious 
words ‘What a change by the grace of God!’

Later in the same speech Hitler said: “ The German 
nation has no feeling of hatred towards England, 
America, or France; all it wants is peace and quiet. 
But these other nations are continually being stirred up 
to hatred of Germany and the German people by Jewish 
and non-Jewish agitators. And so, should the war­
mongers achieve what they are aiming at, our own 
people would be landed in a situation for which they 
would be psychologically quite unprepared and which 
they would thus fail to grasp. I therefore consider

1 A u t h o r iz e d  E n g l is h  tr a n sla tio n  p u b lis h e d  in  p a m p h le t  f o r m  b y  

M ü l l e r  &  S o h n ,  B e r lin ,  p p , 3 - 5 .  G e r m a n  T e x t :  V.B., 1 F e b .  1 9 3 9 ­
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it necessary ■ that from now on our propaganda and 
our Press should always make a point of answering 
these attacks, and above all bring them to the notice of 
the German people. The German nation must know 
who the men arc who want to bring about a war by 
hook or by crook. It is my conviction that these 
people are mistaken in their calculations, for when once 
National Socialist propaganda is devoted to the answer­
ing of the attacks, we shall succeed just as we succeeded 
inside Germany herself in overcoming, through the 
convincing power of our propaganda, the Jewish world- 
enemy. The nations will in a short time realize that 
National Socialist Germany wants no enmity with other 
nations; that all the assertions as to our intended attacks 
on other nations are lies— lies born of morbid hysteria, 
or of a mania for self-preservation on the part of certain 
politicians; but that in certain States these lies are being 
used by unscrupulous profiteers to salvage their own 
finances. That, above all, international Jewry may hope ‘ 
in this way to satisfy its thirst for revenge and gain, but 
that on the other hand this is the grossest defamation 
which can be brought to bear on a great and peace-loving 
nation. Never, for instance, have German soldiers 
fought on American soil, unless it was in the cause of 
American independence and freedom; but American 
soldiers were brought to Europe to help strangle a great 
nation which was fighting for its freedom. Germany did 
not attack America, but America attacked Germany, and, 
as the Committee of Investigation of the American 
House of Representatives concluded: from purely capi­
talist motives, without any other cause. But there is one 
thing that everyone should realize: these attempts cannot 
influence Germany in the slightest as to the way in which 
she settles her Jewish problem. On the contrary, in 
connexion with the Jewish question I have this to say:
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it is a shameful spectacle to see how the whole demo­
cratic world is oozing sympathy for the poor tormented 
Jewish people, but remains hard-hearted and obdurate 
when it comes to helping them— which is surely, in 
view of its attitude, an obvious duty. The arguments 
that are brought up as an excuse for not helping them 
actually speak for us Germans and Italians,”

“ For this is what they say:
“ (i) ‘W c’ , that is the democracies, 'are not in a 

position to take in the Jews.’ Yet in these empires there 
are not even 10 people to the square kilometre. While 
Germany, with her 135 inhabitants to the square kilo­
metre, is supposed to have room for them!”

“ (2) They assure us: We cannot take them unless 
Germany is prepared to allow them a certain amount of 
capital to bring with them as immigrants,”

“ For hundreds of years Germany was good enough 
to receive these elements, although they possessed 
nothing except infectious political and physical diseases. 
What they possess to-day, they have to by far the largest 
extent gained at the cost of the less astute German nation 
by the most reprehensible manipulations.”  .

“ To-day we are merely paying this people what it 
deserves. When the German nation was, thanks to the 
inflation instigated and carried through by Jews, de­
prived of the entire savings which it had accumulated 
in years of honest work, when the rest of the world took 
away the German nation’s foreign investments, when 
we were divested of the whole of our colonial possessions, 
these philanthropic considerations evidently carried 
little noticeable weight with democratic statesmen.”  

“ To-day I can only assure these gentlemen that, 
thanks to the brutal education with which the democra­
cies favoured us for fifteen years, we are completely 
hardened to all attacks of sentiment. After more than
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eight hundred thousand children of the nation had died 
of hunger and undernourishment at the close of the War, 
we witnessed almost one million head of milking cows 
being driven away from us in accordance with the cruel 
paragraphs of a dictate which the humane democratic 
apostles of the world forced upon us as a peace treaty. 
We witnessed over one million German prisoners of war 
being retained in confinement for no reason at all for a 
whole year after the War was ended. We witnessed over 
one and a half million Germans being tom away from 
all that they possessed in the territories lying on our 
frontiers, and being whipped out with practically only 
what they wore on their hacks. We had to endure having 
millions of our fellow countrymen torn from us without 
thetr consent, and without their being afforded the 
slightest possibility of existence. I could supplement 
these examples with dozens of the most cruel kind. For 
this reason we ask to be spared all sentimental talk. The 
German nation does not wish its interests to be deter­
mined and controlled by any foreign nation. France to 
the French, England to the English, America to the 
Americans, and Germany to the Germans. We are 
resolved to prevent the settlement in our country of a 
strange people which was capable of snatching for itself 
all the leading positions In the land, and to oust it. For 
it is our will to educate our own nation for these leading 
positions. Wc have hundreds of thousands of very 
intelligent children of peasants and of the working 
classes. We shall have them educated— in fact we have 
already begun— and we wish that one day they, and not 
the representatives of an alien race, may hold the leading 
positions in the State together with our educated classes. 
Above all, German culture, as its name alone shows, is 
German and not Jewish, and therefore its management 
and care will be entrusted to members of our own nation.
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If the rest of the world cries out with a hypocritical mien 
against this barbaric expulsion from Germany of such 
an irreplaceable and culturally eminently valuable ele­
ment, wc can only he astonished at the conclusions they 
draw from this situation. For how thankful they must 
be that we are releasing these precious apostles of cul­
ture, and placing them at the disposal of the rest of the 
world. In accordance with their own declarations they 
cannot find a single reason to excuse themselves for 
refusing to receive this most valuable race in their own 
countries. Nor can I see a reason why the members of this 
race should be imposed upon the German nation, while in 
the States, which are so enthusiastic about these ‘splendid 
people’ , their settlement should suddenly be refused with 
every imaginable excuse. I think that the sooner this prob­
lem is solved the better; for Europe cannot settle down 
until the Jewish question is cleared up. It may very 
well be possible that sooner or later an agreement on this 
problem may be reached in Europe, even between those 
nations which otherwise do not so easily come together.” 

“ The world has sufficient space for settlements, but 
we must once and for all get rid of the opinion that the 
Jewish race was only created by God for the purpose of 
being in a certain percentage a parasite living on the 
body and the productive work of other nations. T he 
Jewish race will have to adapt itself to sound constructive 
activity as other nations do, or sooner or later it will 
succumb to a crisis of an inconceivable magnitude.”  

“ One thing I should like to say on this day which may 
be memorable for others as well as for us Germans: In 
the course of my life I have very often been a prophet, 
and have usually been ridiculed for it. During the time 
of my struggle for power it was in the first instance the 
Jewish race which only received my prophecies with 
laughter when I said that I would one day take over the
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leadership of the State, and with it that of the whole 
nation, ami that I would then among many other things 
settle the Jewish problem. Their laughter was up­
roarious, but I think that for some time now they have 
been laughing on the other side of their face. To-day I 
will once more be a prophet: If the international Jewish 
financiers in and outside Europe should succeed in 
plunging the nations once more into a world war, then 
the result will not be the bolshevization of the earth, 
and thus the victory of Jewry, but the annihilation of 
the Jewish race in Europe!”

"F or the time when the non-Jewish nations had no 
propaganda is at an end. National Socialist Germany 
and Fascist Italy have institutions which enable them 
when necessary to enlighten the world about the nature 
of a question of which many nations are instinctively 
conscious, but which they have not yet clearly thought 
out. At the moment the Jews in certain countries may 
be fomenting hatred under the protection of a press, of 
the film, of wireless propaganda, of the theatre, of 
literature, &c., all of which they control. If this nation 
should once more succeed in inciting the millions which 
compose the nations into a conflict which is utterly 
senseless and only serves Jewish interests, then there 
will be revealed the effectiveness of an enlightenment 
which has completely routed the Jews in Germany in 
the space of a few years. The nations are no longer 
willing to die on the battle-field so that this unstable 
international race may profiteer from a war or satisfy 
its Old Testament vengeance. The Jewish watchword 
‘Workers of the world unite’ will be conquered by a 
higher realization, namely 'Workers of all classes and of 
all nations, recognize your common enemy!” 1

In speaking of Germ any's relations with Japan Hitler said 
1 Authorized English translation, pp. 38 sqq.
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that these were determined by the recognition of the 
need to stem with all possible resolution the tide of 
the threatened bolshevization of a world gone blind. “ The 
Anti-Comintern Pact will perhaps one day become the 
crystallization point of a group of Powers whose ultimate 
aim is none other than to eliminate the menace to the 
peace and culture of the world instigated by a satanic 
apparition. The Japanese nation which in the last two 
years has set us so many examples of glorious heroism 
is undoubtedly fighting in the service of civilization at 
the other side of the world. Her collapse would not 
benefit the civilized nations of Europe or of other parts 
of the world, but would only lead to the certain triumph 
of Bolshevism in the Far East. Apart from interna­
tional Jewry which is desirous of this development, no 
people in the world can wish to see this take place. . . .l 
The addition of Hungary and Manchukuo to the Anti­
Comintern Pact is a welcome symptom of theconsolidat ion 
of world-wide resistance to the Jewish-international - 
Bolshevist threat to the people of the world.” 2

In the same speech Hitler said: "Recently endeavours 
have been made to place broadcasting, also, in the service 
of this international campaign of hate. With regard to 
this, I wish to make the following warning public: If the 
broadcasts sentfrom certain countries to Germany do not 
cease we will soon answer them. It is to be hoped that 
the statesmen of these countries will not then come to us 
within a short period of time with the urgent request for 
a return to normal conditions. For I believe, as I always 
have done, that our work of enlightenment will be more 
effective than the campaign of lies of those Jews who stir 
up hatred between the peoples. Announcements by 
American film companies that they intend to produce 
anti-Nazi— that is, anti-German— films, can but induce 

1 Authorized English translation, pp. 49-50. 1 Ibid,, p, 52.
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us to produce anti-Semitic films in Germany. Here too 
our opponents should not permit themselves any delu­
sions as to the effectiveness of what we can do. There 
will be very many States and peoples who will show 
great understanding for supplementary instruction of 
this kind on such an important subject!”

“ We believe that if the Jewish international campaign 
of hatred by press and propaganda could be checked, 
good understanding could very quickly be established 
between the peoples. It is only such elements that hope 
steadfastly for a war.” 1

In his speech to the ''Old Guard” at Munich on 24 
February 1939 Hitler said that “ the Jewish question was 
to-day no longer a German problem: it had become a 
world problem.” 1

In his speech at Wilhelmshaven on 1 April IÇ39  Hitler 
said: “ Only when this Jewish bacillus infecting the life 
of peoples has been removed can one hope to establish a 
co-operation amongst the nations which shall be built 
up on a lasting understanding,” ’

In his speech in the Reichstag on 28 April 1959, speaking 
of the results 0} the Treaty of Versailles for the German 
nation, Hiller said:

"Jewish parasites on the one side plundered the nation 
without pity and on the other side incited the impover­
ished masses. Since for this race the misfortune of our 
people became an end in itself, it was possible through, 
the army of the unemployed which was thus created to 
breed those elements which were fitted to serve the 
cause of the Bolshevist Revolution.”4

1 Ibid,, pp. 50-1.
2 V.B., and F.Z., afi Feb. 1939, In the brief printed summary 

of the speech there is no amplification of this statement.
3 V.B., 3 Apr. 1939. 4 Ibid,, 49 Apr. 1939,
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ibid., pp. 75-91.
H. Merkel, “ Bäuerliche Marktordnung” , ibid., pp. 92-105. 
Hans-Jürgen Seraphim, "Neuschaffung deutschen Bauern­

tums” , Zeitschrift für die gesamte Staatswisscnschaft, xcv

(*935). PP- *45- 54- .
Id., "D ie  Neuschaffung von Bauerntum und die Erzeug ungs-

schlacht der deutschen Landwirtschaft” , ibid, xcviii (1938),

PP- 625-5!. _
Claire Russell, “ Die Marktordnung im Rcichsnährstands- 

gewerbc” , Zeitschrift für die gesamte Staat Wissenschaft, 
xevi (1936), pp. 695-730. (A study of the separate Wirt­
schaftszweige.)

H. Reischle, “ Die Entwicklung der Marktordnung des Reichs­
nährstandes in den Jahren 1935-36” , Jahrbuch ( i 937)> 
pp. 216-26.

Raymond Bertrand, Le Corporatisme agricole et l'Organisation 
des Marchés en Allemagne (=  Bibliothèque de Science éco­
nomique, ed. Bertrand Nogaro, vol. 1). Paris, Librairie 
générale de droit et de jurisprudence, 1937 (pp. 349).

Marie P. Jasny, “ Some Aspects of German Agricultural Settle­
ment", Political Science Quarterly, lii (1937), pp. 208—40. 

Speech of Darré at Nuremberg on 10 September 1937 on "D ie 
Ergebnisse von vier Jahren nationalsozialistischer Agrar­
politik” , Dokumente, v (1938), pp. 329-38.

Darre, "T h e National Food Estate”  in Germany Speaks, Lon­
don, Thornton Buttenvorth, 1938, pp. 148-57.

Speech of Darré at Goslar on 27 November 193S, Dokumente, 
vi (1939). PP- 552- 74-

For a recent encyclopaedic work on German agriculture: ed. 
K . Meyer, Gefüge und Ordnung der deutschen Landwirtschaft. 
Berlin, Reichsnährstand Verlag, 1939, pp. 752, and for a 
comparative study of agricultural conditions: Max Sering, 
“ Die agrarischen Grundlagen der Sozialverfassung : Groß­
britannien —  Deutschland —  Südslawische Länder” , in 
Probleme, pp. 823-60; with this compare P. Lamartine Yates, 
Food Production in Western Europe. An Economie Survey of
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Agriculture in S ix Countries, being the Report of an Inquiry 
organized by Viscount Astor and B, Scebohm Rowntree. 
Foreword by Sir William Beveridge. London, Longmans 
Green & Co., 1940 (with illustrations and maps). Germany: 
pp. 411-509; section I, "Crops and Stock” , pp. 411 sqq. ; 
II, "Farm s and Farmers” , pp. 438 sqq.; I l l ,  "Agriculture 
in the Service of the Nation", pp. 472 sqq. ; and in Part V III 
on “ Conclusions”  see in particular “ The Planning of Agricul­
ture", pp. 551 sqq.

For women in German agriculture cf.:
M. Sering and C. von Dictzc, Deutsche Agrarpolitik auf 

geschichtlicher und landeskundlicher Grundlage: voi. iii, M. B. 
von Brand, I. Kisker, L. Rocskc, and T. Walter, Die Frau 
in der deutschen Landwirtschaft (in the series of Schriften der 
internationalen Konferenz für Agrarwissenschaft). Berlin, 
Vahlcn, 193g (many tables of statistics and full biblio­
graphies).

Labour and Manufacturers
For the campaign against unemployment there is much material 

in the general hooks on economic life in Germany already men­
tioned. For the Gesetz zur Verminderung der Arbeitslosigkeit 
(1 June 1933), text in Dokumente, i (1935), pp- 196-201; for the 
Gesetz zur Regelung des Arbeitseinsatzes (15 May 1 9 3 4 ) : 

ibid., ü (1936), pp. 1S0-3. . . .  .
For a list giving in chronological order "Die wichtigsten arbeits­

rechtlichen Maßnahmen der Jahre 1933 bis 1938” sec F. Seldte, 
Sozialpolitik im Dritten Reich, Munich and Berlin, Beck, 1939, 
pp. 47-50. For a complete summary of labour legislation in 
Germany from 30 January 1933 to 30 January 1937 see Jahrbuch 
(1937), pp. 451-624. For a useful codification of German labour 
legislation : W . Hcrschcl, Neues Arbeitsrecht nebst den noch geltenden 
älteren Vorschriften. 5th edition, Leipzig, Kohlhammer, 1937 
(Neugestaltung von Recht und Wirtschaft, ed. C. Schaeffer, 
Heft 19).
For the background reference may be made to:

Frieda Wunderlich, Labor under German Democracy. Arbitra­
tion ig zS -it)3 j. New York, The Graduate Faculty of 
Political and Social Science, New School for Social Research 
1940 ( =  Supplement II  of Social Research, an International 
Quarterly of Political and Social Science).
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Rationalisation of German Industry. New York, National In­
dustriai Conference Hoard, 1931 (pp. xv, 182).

Die wirtschuf tlich en Unternehmungen der Arbeiterbnvegung. Em 
Blick in die Geme intuir tschaft. Ilerausgegeben vom Bezirks­
ausschuß des Allgemeinen Deutschen Gewerkschaftsbundes 
Berlin- Brandenburg- Grenzmark. Berlin, Vcrlagsgcsellschaft 
des Allgemeinen Deutschen Gewerkschaftsbundes, 1928. 
F u l l y  i l lu s t r a t e d ,

Theodor Böhme, Die christlich-nationale Gewerkschaft ( = T ü ­
binger wirtschaftswissenschaftliche Abhandlungen, cd. Carl 
Johannes Fuchs, Heft 4). Stuttgart, Kohlhammer, 1930 
(pp. xi, 392). With full bibliography.

Th. Lcipart, Die Kuhuraufgaben der Gewerkschaften. Berlin, 
Allgemeiner Deutscher Gewerkschaflsbund, 1932. Speech 
delivered on 14 Oct. 1932.

C. Rothe, Die Front der Gncerhschaften. Jena, Diederich, 1932. 
Kenneth Ingram Wiggs, Unemployment in Germany since the 

IVar ( =  London School o f Economics and Political Science 
Studies in Economics and Commerce, No. 1, cdd. A. Plant,
L . Robins, and A. J. Sargent). London, P. S. King & Son,

1933 (PP- 2l6)- .
For the battle against unemployment cf. the speech by Rein­

hardt transmitted by wireless on 11 July 1933 t Dokumente, 1 
(1935), pp, 201-4, and see Reinhardt, Die Arbeitsschlacht der 
Reichsregierung. Berlin, Junker & Dünnhaupt, 1933-

K. Schiller, Arbeitsbeschaffung und Finanzordnung in Deutsch­
land in the series Zum Wirtschaftlichen Schicksal Europas, 
II. Teil, Arbeiten zur deutschen Problematik, cd. C. 
Brinkmann: Heft 4. Berlin, Junker Sc Dünnhaupt, 1936. 

Bruno Kiesewettcr, Die wirtschaftlichen Erfolge des ersten Vter- 
jahresplans (Schriften der Hochschule für Politik, ed. P. 
Meier-Ben neckenstein, Scries I, Idee und Gestalt des 
Nationalsozialismus, Heft 33). Berlin, Junker & Dünn­
haupt, 1938.

Gebt mir vier Jahre Zeit! Dokumente zum ersten Vierjahresplan 
des Führers von Alfred-Ingemar Bemdt, unter Mitarbeit von 
Dr. Erich Schrötter. Mit einem Geleitwort von Reichs­
minister Dr. Joseph Goebbels. 3^d edn., Munich, Eher, 1937 
(pp. 253). Propaganda for the achievement of the Third

Reich. .
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For a survey of the development of unemployment relief since 
before 1914 cf. Karl Gocrdcler, “ Die deutsche Arbeitslosen­
fürsorge", Jahrbuch der Konimunalviissenschaft, iii (1936), Part i, 
pp. 51- S I, and cf. L. Hilberath, "Zur Ideengeschichte der 
öffentlichen Arbeitsbeschaffung", ibid., it (1935), ü> PP- 
161-89 (with bibliographical references).

The fundamental law for the organization of labour in German 
factories was the Gesetz zur Ordnung der nationalen Arbeit of 
20 January 1934. T ext in Dokumente, ii (1936), pp. 131-51, or 
in Reichsgesetzblatt, i. 43 with its complement, the Gesetz zur 
Ordnung der Arbeit in öffentlichen Verwaltungen und Betrieben of 
23 March 1934, text in W. fioche, Die Gesetzgebung des Kabinetts 
Hitler, Heft 7, Berlin, Vahlcn, 1934, pp. 359-66. A  biblio­
graphical note on commentaries upon these laws will be found 
in Dokumente, Ü {1936), p. 131. There is a valuable introduction 
to the former law (especially on the juristic side) in A. Nikisch, 
Das Gesetz zur Ordnung der nationalen Arbeit. Leipzig, Quelle & 
Meyer (no dale).

On 24 October 1934 there was published a "Verordnung des 
Führers über die deutsche Arbeitsfront", Dokumente, ii (1936), 
pp. 153-4, but Hitler consistently refused to issue a general law 
fixing the organization and scope of the activities of the Labour 
Front; it was to grow naturally.

For the Arbeitsfront see the speeches of Robert Ley collected 
in Wir alle helfen dem Führer. Munich, Eher, 1937. For Ley’s 
scheme of technical education sec in particular ibid., pp. 65-84. 
(The adulation of Hitler in these speeches is remarkable: he is 
the “ Führer alles Guten in der gesamten Welt" p. 57; “ Adolf 
Hitler ist unser Glaubensbekenntnis” p. 102; "D er Führer hat 

immer Recht”  p. 107).
For Ley sec
Dr. Robert Ley und sein Weg mit dem deutschen Arbeiter zum 

Führer: herausgegeben von Prof. Heinrich Hoffmann, Retchs- 
bildberich ter statt er der N SD A P, (with a preface by Walther 
Funk: “ Einleitende Betrachtung” by Walter Kiehl).
Munich, Verlag Heinrich Hoffmann, 1940. Pp. 96* (5 PP* 
of letterpress, the rest photographs), and see further

Günter Kaufmann, Der Reiclisberiifswettkampf. Die berufliche 
Aufrüstung der deutschen Jugend ( =  Schriften der Deut­
schen Hochschule für Politik, Series II, Der organisatorische
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Aufbau das Dritten Reiches, Heft 3-4)- Berlin, Junker & 
Dünnhaupt, 1935.

Bernhard Köhler, Das Recht auf Arbeit ah Wirtschaftsprinzip 
( =  Schriften der Deutschen Hochschule für Politik, ed. 
P, Meier-Benneckenstein, Heft 11}. Berlin, Junker & Dünn­
haupt, 1934.

Taylor Cole, “ The Evolution of the German Labour Front” , 
Politica! Science Quarterly, EH (1937), pp. 532-58.

There is a brief summary of the organization of the Labour 
Front in C. Selzncr, Die deutsche Arbeitsfront, Idee und Gestalt 
(Schriften der Deutschen Hochschule für Politik, cd. P. Meier- 
Benneckenstein, II, Der organisatorische Aufbau des Dritten 
Reiches, Heft 5). Berlin, Junker Sc Dünnhaupt, 1935: a full and 
more recent treatment of the whole subject, tracing the successive 
stages of the development of the Arbeitsfront, will be found in 
\V. Müller, Das soziale Leben im neuen Deutschland mit besonderer 
Berücksichtigung der deutschen Arbeitsfront. Berlin, Mittler, 1938 
(with instructive diagrams). Muller’s study docs not deal with the 
finance of the Arbeitsfront : there is a useful section on this subject 
in J. Doublet, I.e Front du Travail Allemand (Centre d ’Étudcs 
de politique étrangère. Section d’ information. Publication N° 
10). Paris, Hartmann, 1937 (with a bibliography).

For the functions of the Arbeitsfront cf. the speech of Schacht 
{14 September 1935), Dokumente, Hi (1937), pp. 177-91 arl(* ^ e  
report rendered by Ley on 13 September 1935, Ibid., pp. 168-77. 
Of the early days of the Arbeitsfront there is a surprisingly frank 
and vivid account in the speech of Ley of 11 September 19371 
ibid, v  (1938), pp. 366-76. See further F. Mende, "Arbeitsfront 
und Sozialpolitik", Jahrbuch (1937), pp. 87-94.

The Labour Service (Arbeitsdienst) was at first constituted on 
a voluntary basis: sec the proclamation of Hicrl on 4 May 1933: 
Dokumente, Î (1935), pp- 244-7. and the speech of Rust on Labour 
Service for University Students (16 May 1933), ibid., pp, 247-51. 
For the National Socialist conception of the social significance of 
the Arbeitsdienst see the speech of Hicrl to the students of Berlin 
University (20 January 1934) ibid, ii (1936), pp. 248-50, and his 
Aufruf for î May 1934, issued on 27 April 1934, ibid., pp. 250-1. 
T h e law regulating the voluntary Labour Service for Women was 
issued on 13 December 1934; text: ibid., p. 251. The final law 
making the Labour Service compulsory was issued on 26 June
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11)3 5: tor (tic text of this Reichsarbeitsdienstgesetz sec ibid, iii 
(1937), pp. 249-54. 13y an Erlaß dated 26 September 1936 the 
period of service was fixed at six months and the strength at 
230,000; text, ibid, iv (1937), pp- 234-5. By a regulation of 
15 August 1936 the voluntary Labour Service for Women was 
placed under the control of the Reichsarbeitsführer (Reichs- 
gcsclzblatt, ì, p. 633). As a result of the Nuremberg Laws a law 
of 19 March 1937 enacted (Article i) "Juden werden zum Reichs­
arbeitsdienst nicht zugelassen. Jüdische Mischlinge können 
nicht Vorgesetzte im Rcichsarbeitsdienst werden": ibid, v 
(1938), pp. 3S3-4 and cf. note I on p, 384. By an Erlaß of 24 
November 1937 the strength of the Labour Service after 1 Octo­
ber 193S was fixed for the winter semester at two-fifths of the 
number of the conscripts fur the army summoned to the colours 
in any year and at three-fifths of such conscripts for the summer 
semester, while from 1 April 1939 the strength of the Women s 
Labour Service was to be raised to 30,000; text of Erlaß ibid, v 
{ ï Q3S), pp. 384-5. On 4 September 1939 that strength was 
raised to 100,000, Reichsgesetzblatt, i, p. 1693.

On the Labour Service mention may be made of Konstantin 
Hierl, "Sinn und Zweck des Arbeitsdienstes", Zeitschrift für 
Politik, xxiv (1934), pp. 707-12, a speech at Nuremberg 
Parteitag 1934; Will Decker, "D ie Volkserziehung im Arbeits­
dienst” , ibid., pp. 713-16; Hermann Tholcns, ‘ Arbeitsdienst und 
Wirtschaftsgcstaltung", ibid., pp. 717-20; Fritz Edel, Die 
Leistungen des deutschen Arbeitsdienstes” , ibid., pp. 721-8; 
and cf. Müller-Brandenburg, "D er Arbeitsdienst bei den 
Anderen", ibid., xxiii (1934), pp- 498-507.

For the literature on the subject see further Erich F. Berendt, 
"A u s dem Schrifttum über Arbeitsdienst und Arbeiudienst- 
pflicht” , ib id .,xxiv (1934)» pp. 756-60, and cf. Will Decker, Die 
politische Aufgabe des Arbeitsdienstes (=  Schriften der Deutschen 
Hochschule für Politik, Series I, Idee und Gestalt des National­

sozialismus, lie ft 15). Berlin, Junker 8: Dünnhaupt, 1935»
D e r  deutsche A r b e its d ie n s t. Ziele, Leistungen und Organisation des 
Reichsarbeitsdienstes ( =  Schriften der Deutschen Hochschule für 
Politik, Series II, Der organisatorische Aufbau des Dritten 
Reiches, Heft 14). Berlin, Junker & Dünnhaupt, 1937; Müller­
Brandenburg (Senior Labour Leader), "T he State Labour 
Service” in Germany Speaks, London, Thornton, Buttenvorth,
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1938, pp- 1S9-96; A. Krüger, Der deutsche Arbeitsdienst ab 
Baustein zum Dritten Reich. Leipzig, Quelle 5: Meyer, 1935 (with 
bibliography); P. Seipp, Formung und Auslese im Reichsarbcits- 
dienst. Berlin, Junker & Dünnhaupt, 1935 (with references to 
literature); G. Scholtz-Klink, Aufbau des deutschen Frauenarbeits­
dienstes (in the series: Amtliche Schriften der Reichsleitung des 
nationalsozialistischen Arbeitsdienstes, Heft 14), Leipzig, D er 
Nationale Aufbau, no date; Fr. Hiller, Der Frauenarbeitsdienst 
im Kampf um die Erneuerung Deutschlands ( =  Volk und Welt, 
Heft 10). Langensalza, Berlin, Leipzig, Iieltz, 1934, a descrip­
tion, with photographs, of the Women's Labour Service in 
Anhalt, Gertrud Zypries, Der Arbeitsdienst fu r die tveibìiche 
fugend ( =  Schriften der Hochschule für Politik, Scries II, Der 
organisatorische Aufbau des Dritten Reiches, Heft 17). Berlin, 
Junker ïc Dünnhaupt, 1938. The Arbeitsdienst publishes an 
illustrated Annual: the Jahrbuch des Reichsarbeitsdienstes', the 
fourth yearly issue is that for 1940: ed, Müller-Brandenburg. 
Berlin, Volk und Reich Verlag, 1939.

For the action of the organization for workers' leisure and holi­
days “ Kraft durch Freude” see e.g. Ley's report in his speech 
on 27 November 1937: Dokumente, v (1938), pp. 377-81, and see 
further Anatol von Hübbenct, Die N S .-Gemeinschaft "K raft 
durch Freude” . Aufbau und Arbeit. ( = Schriften der Hochschule 
für Politik, ed. P. Meier-Ben neckenstein, Series II, Derorganisa- 
torische Au f bau des D  ritte n Re ich cs, H cf t z 7-2 8 ). B crlin, J u nke r & 
Dünnhaupt, 1939. Cf. also three speeches made by Ley in con­
nexion with the “ Weltkongreß für Freizeit und Erholung”  
(July 1936): R. Ley, Wir alle helfen dem Führer (see supra), pp. 

* 77- 93-

A reference may be added to:
H. Egloff, “ Die Arbeit im Neuen Reich” , Jahrbuch ^935), 

pp. 145-60.
Id., “ Gestaltung des Arbeitsverhältnisses", Jahrbuch (1937), 

pp. 50-86. ,
F. Syrup, “ Die Regelung des Arbeitseinsatzes” , ibid., pp.

35-49.
V. Wrede, “ Staat und Wirtschaft” , Jahrbuch (1935), pp. 36-50.
H. Brauweiler, “ Vom Arbeitsrecht zur Ordnung der nationalen 

Arbeit” , Zeitschrift für die gesamte Staatswüsenschafl, xevi 

(1936), pp. I49-VS-
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ECONOMICS
And for the background of the National Socialist compulsory 

Labour Service cf. K . Jeserich, "D ie allgemeine Arbeits­
dienstpflicht; Idee, Entwicklung, gegenwärtiger Stand und 
Zukunft” , Archiv fiir Soziatmssenschaft und Sozialpolitik, 
Ixviii (1932-3), pp. 82-101.

It was essential for National Socialist ideology that not only 
the workers but also the employers should be united in the 
A  rbt ils front', this led to the "Eingliederung der gewerblichen 
Wirtschaft in die Arbeitsfront” by the so-called Leipzig Agree­
ment. For the text of this "Vereinbarung zwischen der deutschen 
Arbeitsfront und der gewerblichen Wirtschaft”  of 26 March 1935 
sec Dokumente, iii (1937), pp. 162-4. By this agreement there 
was formed from the Rcichsarbeitskamncr and the Reichswtrt- 
schaftskamnter the Rcichsarbcits- und Reichswirtschaftsrat which 
was to form Arbeitsausschüsse composed of representatives of 
employers and of workmen. See the Aufruf of Ley (26 March 
1935) ibid., pp, 164-6; and see the new agreement of 5 November 
1936 between Schacht and Ley in view of the second Four Years 
Plan whereby both undertook “ die Arbeiten für die Ausführung 
des Leipziger Abkommens beschleunigt vorwärtszutreiben und 
in allen ihren Gliederungen gcmeinschafdich alle Arbeiten zu 
fördern, die zur Verwirklichung dieses Planes führen können” . 
T ext in R. Lcy, Wir alle helfen dem Führer, Munich, Eher, 1937* 
p. 89. It docs not appear that this Joint Council has been of 
much practical effect.

For National Socialist policy towards the employers’ organiza­
tions, cartels, &c., and the changes of view of the Government 
towards such organizations sec:

IL  Levy, Industrial Germany, a Study of its Monopoly Organisa­
tions and their control by the State. Cambridge University 
Press, 1935.

H. Laufcnburgcr and P. Pflimlin, La Nouvelle Structure écono­
mique du Reich. Groupes, Cartels et Politique des Pfix  (Centre 
d’Ëtudes de politique étrangère. Section d’information. 
Publication N° 12), Paris, Hartmann, 1938.

Claire Russell, "D ie Praxis des Zwangskarteilgcsetzes” , 
Zeitschrift fü r die gesamte Staatswissenschaft, xcvii (1937), 

pp. 499-548. # . .
And for the background see R. K . Michels, Cartels, Combines 

and Trusts in Post-War Germany. New York, Columbia
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University Press, 1928, which gives a survey of the action 
of cartels in special fields of industry, c.g, coal-mining, iron 
and steel, dyestuffs, fe e . (with bibliography).

And on the subject o f price fixing:
W. Uentrop, Preisbildung und Preisüberwachung in der gewerb­

lichen Wirtschaft (Gesetz und Wirtschaft, ed. II. R. 
F  ri tasche and II. Richter, Band III). Hamburg, Han­
seatische Vcrlagsanstalt, 1937, pp. 128.

T . Becker, "M arkt und Preis in der gewerblichen Wirtschaft", 
Jahrbuch (1935), pp. 129-44.

A. Rcithingcr, "D urch Wirtschaftsbeobachtung zur W irt­
schaftsordnung” , ibid., pp. 106-18.

P. Wiel, “ Preis und Preispolitik im Kriege” , Zeitschrift f ü r  die 

gesamte Staatsrvisscnschaft, xcix (1939), pp. 614-50.
T . Becker, “ Gewerbliche Markt- und Preisordnung im Zeichen 

desLeistungswettbewerbs” , Jahrbuch (1937), pp. 310-2S.
A reference may be added to:

L . Heyde, Deutsche Gewerbepolitih. Breslau, Hirt, 1934 (with 
bibliography). Gives an account of National Socialist eco­
nomic measures down to the end of October 1933.

A. Pietzsch, Die Organisation der gewerblichen Wirtschaft 
(— Schriftender Hochschule für Politik, cd. P. Meier-Ben- 
neckenstcin, Series II, Der organisatorische Aufbau des 
Dritten Reiches, Heft 20.) Berlin, Junker & Dünnhaupt, 1938.

P. Hilland, "D ie Neuordnung der gewerblichen Wirtschaft” , 
Jahrbuch (1935), pp. 119-28.

Bruno Kiese wetter, Die neuen Aufgaben der deutschen Volks­
wirtschaft ( = Schriften der Deutschen Hochschule für Politik, 
Scries I, Idee und Gestalt des Nationalsozialismus, lie ft  26). 
Berlin, Junker & Dünnhaupt, 1937.

JE. Barth, “ Der fachliche und regionale Aufbau der gewerblichen 
Wirtschaft” , Jahrbuch (1937), pp- 262-88.

There is a useful (critical) survey of National Socialist econo­
mics in H. E. Priester, Das deutsche Wirtschaftswunder. Amster­
dam, Querido Verlag, 1936 (pp. 360).

Finance
For the policy of Schacht as President of the Reichsbank:

Maurice de Saint-Jean, La Politique économique el financière du 
Docteur Schacht. Thèse: Université de Poitiers, Faculté de
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Droit, Poitiers, Société française d'imprimerie et de librairie, 
1936 (pp. 474) or under the title La Politique économique et 

financière du Troisième Reich, L'Œuvre du Docteur Schacht. 
Paris, Alcan, 1936.

Franz Reuter, Schacht. Stuttgart and Berlin, Deutsche Ve r lags - 
Anstalt, 1937. (A revision of an earlier work by the same author 

published in 1933.)
N. Mühlen, Der Zauberer: Leben und Anleihen des Dr. Hjabnar 

Horace G  ree icy Schacht. Zürich, fi uropa-Verlag, 193 -̂ (English 
translation by fi. W. Dickes, Hitler’s Magician. The Life and 
Loans of Dr. Hjalmar Schacht. London, Routledge, 1938')

H. Bertrand, Le Docteur Schacht. Paris, Gallimard, 1939’ 
Carries the story down to 20 January 19391 the date at which for 
the second time Schacht resigned the Presidency of the Reichs­
bank. (In Schacht’s own view this is the only satisfactory account 
of his policy.)

On the problem of Germany’s indebtedness to foreign countries 
cf. Otto Mccsmann, Die deutschen Auslandsschulden und ihre 
Regelung. Oldenburg, Stalling, 1933 (Preface dated August 1933) î 
C. R. S. Harris, Germany's Foreign Indebtedness. London, Oxford 
University Press, 1935. And for the policy of the Reichsbank 
in the early days of National Socialist control see Max Roosen and 
Werner Kertscher, Die Grundlagen der neuen Reichsbankpolitih. 

2nd edition, Hamburg, Lichte, 1935.
For Dr. Schacht’s own explanation of his financial policy cf. the 

collection of his speeches (1931-3) published under the title 
Nationale Kredittcirtschaft, Berlin, Steegemann, * 934» especially 
the very interesting speech addressed "A n die Beamtenschaft der 
Reichsbank nach der Wicdcrcrncnnung zum Reichsbankpräsi­
denten" delivered on 21 April 1933, pp. 12-21; his speech 
of 29 November 1938 before the Wirtschaftsrat o f the German 
Academy in Berlin, Dokumente, vi (1939), pp* 574-86, with 
which compare his speech at Essen on 29 September I937> ib|d. 
v  (1938), pp. 346-54, at p. 349. For his view of the necessity 
for governmental control of economic life see his speech delivered 
on 14 September 1935, ibid, iii (1937), pp- 178-9, and see his 
essay "Germ any's position in World Economy , in Germany 
Speaks, London, Thornton Buttenvorth, 1938, pp. 279-92. For 
Schacht’s view compare his characteristic brief preface to Franz 
Döring, Gold oder Papier ? (in the series Das Neue Reich, heraus-
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gegeben von der Deutschen Akademie). Munich, Callwcy, 193 3> 
“ Fest im Grundsatz, beweglich in den Mitteln, das ist die 

Richtschnur unserer Reichsbankpolitik'’ .
For the National Socialist financial policy reference may be 

made to a few speeches :
Rcichswirtschaftsminister Schmitt (succeeded Hugcnbcrg on 

30 June 1933), before a circle of leading economists on 
1 3  July 1933, D oku m en te, i (1935), pp. 205-8; before the 
Getter aha t der Wirtschaft on 20 September 1933 on the 
“ Wirtschaftsplan der Rcichsregicrung", ibid., pp. 209-15. 

Schacht on National Socialist Hank Reform at Kiel on 26 
January 1934, ibid, ii (193b), PP- I55_68; with which 
compare his speech to the Zentralverband des deutschen 
Bank- und Bankier-Gewerbes on 22 February 1934, ibid., 

pp. 175-8.
Schacht on the "Schulden und Kredit problem", speech at 

Bad Eilscn on 30 August 1934, ibid., pp. 216-22.
Graf Schwerin von Krosigk at Kiel in the Institut für Weltwirt­

schaft on 27 November 1935 on National Socialist finance 
policy, ibid, iii (1937), pp. 183-95; an  ̂ his speech at the 
Industrie-Klub at Düsseldorf (6 February 1936) on the same 
subject, ibid, iv (1937), pp. 239-54.

Staatssekretär Reinhardt at the Nuremberg Parteitag 11 Sep­
tember 1937 on "D ie deutsche Volkswirtschaft unter national­
sozialistischer Führung", ibid, v (1938), pp. 338-46.

For the background of National Socialist controlled economy see
M. B. Northrop, Control Policies of the Reichsbank 1924-33. 
New York, Columbia University Press, 1938 (pp. 4°S)> an<̂  
for a general description of German banks: K. Mellorowicz, 
Die öffentlichen Banken in der deutschen Banlamrtschajt. 
Berlin, Heymann, 1934.

There may further be mentioned :
Banksystem im Umbau. Frankfurt, Sorictäts-Veriag, 1933.

Reprint of a series of articles from the F.Z.
Otto Christian Fischer, Das Banktcesen im nationalsozialis­

tischen Staat ( =  Die neue Wirtschaft. I. Abteilung: Ziele 
und Gestaltung, ed. O. C. Fischer, Heft 1). Berlin, Junker 

& Dünnhaupt, 1934.
Léon Proscour, La Crise des Banques de Crédit eu Allemagne 

. depuis 1931. Paris, Pedone, 1935.
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M. F. Guichard, “ Die Neuordnung des deutschen Geld-, 
Kredit- und Börsemvesens” , Jahrbuch (1935), pp- 161-82. 

Claire Russell, “ Reich und Kreditwesen: die Öffentlichen 
Rcchtsformen der deutschen Kreditwirtschaft” , Zeitschrift 
für die gesamte Staatswissenschaft, xevi (1936), pp. 175-226. 

O. C. Fischer, "Das deutsche Bankwesen, Struktunvand- 
lungcn und Neubau’ ’, in Probleme, pp. 83-162.

K. Wiedenfcld, "D ie Kreditbanken im Welthandel” , ibid., 

pp. 697-745. . „  „
Schwerin von Krosigk, "Rcichshaushalt und Rcichsnnanzcn , 

ibid., pp. 445-S0.
J. Gebhardt, "D ie Finanzkraft des Reiches” , Jahrbuch ( i 937)> 

pp. 12S-43.
M . F. Guichard, “ Das Geld- und Kreditwesen im ersten 

Vierjahresplan” , ibid., pp, 167-86.
F. Reinhardt, "Financial Policy”  in Germany Speaks, London, 

Thornton Bullerworth, 1938, pp. 131-47.
On currency problems:

A, Piaticr, Le Contrôle des Devises dans l'économie du I l le  Reich 
(Centre d’Études de politique étrangère. Section d informa­
tion. Publication N° 9). Paris, Hartmann, 1937» PP* I®5* 

ri.T rocger1“ DasDcviscnproblcm” ,3fa/«'èife/i(i935),pp-2° 3- I 9* 
F . W. Dreyse, “ Rcichsbank und Währung", in Probleme,

pp. 555-83. ,
I iarald Fick, "Voraussetzungen und Entwicklung der Devisen- 

m arkt reg u lie rung: unter besonderer Berücksichtigung der 
zwangswirtschaftlichen Devisenkontrolle seit der Krise , 
Zeitschrift für die gesamte Staatsioisscnschaft, xcvii ( i937)>

pp. 44S-Ó1- .......................... . ,
H. Kocppcl, Die deutsche Devisengesetzgebung un internationalen 

Privatrecht ( =  Neue Deutsche Forschungen, Abteilung 
Bürgerliches Recht, Handels- und Wirtschaftsrecht, ed. Ed- 
Wahl, Band 5). Berlin, Junker & Dünnhaupt, 1938 (with

bibliography). _
For the text of the ReichsgeseUs über das Kreditwesen (5 

December 1934) see Dokumente, ii (1936)» PP* 186-205.
For National Socialist policy in taxation reference may be made 

to P. Herrmann, “ Nationalsozialistische Steuerpolitik", 

Jahrbuch (1937), pp- 144-66.
Speech of Reinhardt (14 February 1934) on “ Finanz und
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Steuerpolitik im nationalsozialistischen Staat” , Dokumente, 
ii (1936), pp. 168-75 (or as Heft 3 of the Schriften der 
Deutschen Hochschule für Politik, ed. P. Meier-Bennecken- 
stein, Berlin, Junker & Dünnhaupt, 1934), and his speech on 
"Steuerreform ”  (3 December 1936), ibid, iv, pp. 281-90.

The Second Four Years Plan
For a criticism of economic autarky cf. Autarkie. Fünf Vorträge 

von Karl Brandt, Walter Euckcn, Wilhelm Gcrloff, Rudolf Lob, 
Karl Lange, eingeleitet von Carl Petersen. Berlin, Rowohlt, 1932. 
{Publication of the Deutscher Bund für freie Wirtschaftspolitik.)

On the second Four Years Plan and the principal regulations 
issued for its execution sec Dokumente, iv (1937), pp. 236-8 

268-9, 279-81 v (1938), PP- 3 r3- 16. 325' 6-
Reference may he made to the speech of Rudolf Hess on 

Germany’s struggle for economic freedom (11 October 1936), 
ibid, iv, pp. 257-67; to the speech of Goering in the Sportpalast, 
Berlin, on 28 October 1936, ibid., pp. 269-79, or in Hermann 
Goering, Reden und Aufsätze, cd. Ii. Gritzbach, Munich, Eher, 
1938, pp. 256-75; and to Gocring's essays (reprinted from the 
journal Der Vierjahresplan), ibid., pp. 289-303; for his speech of 
3 September 1937 sec Dokumente, v, pp. 321-5, and cf. his 
speech on German food-supply (10 September 1938), ibid, 
vi (1939). PP- 544-50.

Johannes Stoye, Die geschlossene deutsche Volkswirtschaft. 
Geopolitik, Autarkie, Vierjahrcsplan. Leipzig and Berlin, 
Teubner, 1937. (The Four Years Plan not Planwirtschaft in 
the Russian sense of the term: creative initiative of the indi­
vidual preserved: the völkischer Sinn of the German plan.)

Werner Daitz, “ Der völkische Sinn des zweiten Vierjahres­
planes” , Zeitschrift fur Politik, xxvi (1936), pp. 615-21.

Gerhard Isenberg, Wirtschaftslcnkung. Der Vicrjahresplan 
und die Wirtschaftspolitik” , Zeitschrift für Politik, xxvii 

(*937)1 PP- 206-16.
Bruno Kiescwctter, Die neuen Aufgaben der deutschen Volks­

wirtschaft ( =  Schriften der Deutschen Hochschule für 
Politik Scries I, Idee und Gestalt des Nationalsozialismus, 
Heft 26). Berlin, Junker & Dünnhaupt, 1937.

J, Wagner, Die Preispolitik im Vierjahresplan, Kieler Vorträge, 
ed. A. Predöhl, Nr. 51. Jena, Fischer, 1938­
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H. Backe, "Agrarpolitik und Vicrjahresplan", Jahrbuch ( i937)> 
pp. 20S-15.

Paul Rheinländer, Die de 11 Ische Eisen- und Stahluiirtschaft vn 
Vierjahresphn ( =  Schriften der Hochschule für Politik, Series 
I, Idee und Gestalt des Nationalsozialismus, N.F. Heft 51). 
Berlin, Junker & Dünnhaupt, 1939.

A ired  von Brasch, Das RohstoJJproblem der deutschen Woll- und 

Bauuncollindustne. Berlin, Heymann, 1935- 
For a definition of “ Wehrwirtschaft” : Koeth, “ Von der Wehr­

wirtschaft in Wehrfreiheit’’ , Jahrbuch der deutschen Gesell­
schaft für Wehrpolitik und Wehnoissensehaften, Hamburg, 
Hanseatische Verlagsanstalt, 1935, PP- 66-75; an  ̂ cf. Otto 
Goebel, “ Wege der Durchführung einer Wehrwirtschaft” , 

Jahrbuch fü r Wchrpoütik und Wehrwissenschaflen i ç j j S ,  pp.

1 5 5 - 6 6 .
G u i d o  F is c h e r ,  " D e r  w e h r w ir t s c h a f f l ie h e  B e d a r f ” , Zeitschrift 

für die gesamte Staatswissenschaft, x c ix  (19 3 9 ) , PP- 5 I 6_4 3 -

H. Müllensiefen, “ Industrielle Leistungssteigerung' und 
Förderung der Wirtschaftlichkeit im Rahmen des Vier- 
jahrcsplans” , Jahrbuch (1937), pp. 289-309.

And there may be mentioned here:
Fritz Sternberg, Germany and a Lightning War. English transla­

tion by Edward Fitzgerald. London, Faber & Faber, 1938*
II. Laufcnburgcr, L'Économie allemande à l ’épreuve de la 

Guerre. Paris, Librairie de Médicis, 1940.
Walter Stothfang, Der Arbeitseinsatz im Kriege [=  Schriften 

der Hochschule für Politik, Series I, N.F., Schriften für 
Politik und Auslandskunde, cd. F. A. Six (Deutsches 
Auslandswisscnschaftliches Institut), Heft 53]. Berlin, 
Junker & Dünnhaupt, 1940.

On the right to conscript labour for urgent work of importance 
to the State see the orders of 22 June 1938, W. Hoche, Die 
Gesetzgebung Adolf Hitlers, Heft 27 (Berlin, Vahlen, 1938), pp. 
350-1 ; of 13 February 1939, ibid., Heft 31, pp. 687-9 (̂ or con'  
ditions of such employment pp. 690 sqq.); and of 1 September 
1939, Reichsgesetzblatt I, p. 1685.

For the opposition of the workers and the measures taken to 
break such opposition (c.g. private prisons, arrest and imprison­
ment of workmen by large firms, &c.) see A. C. Grzesinski, 

Inside Germany, New York, Dutton, 1939« PP* 182-91.
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Trade and Foreign Trade
Otto Christina Fischer, Nationale Weltwirtschaft? Berlin, 

Junker & Dünnhaupt, 1933. The hope in youth and in the 
new Führerprinzip.

Wirtschaft und Handelspolitik (in the series Schriften des 
Deutschen Industrie- und Handelstags). Berlin, Heymann, 
1934. A  series of essays.

H. E. Posse, “ Die Hauptlinien der deutschen Handelspolitik” , 

in Probleme, pp. 4S1-513.
Speech of Schacht in Weimar (39 October 1934) on “ Außen­

handelsfragen", Dokumente, ii (1936}, pp. 222-37; ''*s sp « ch  
in Munich (7 December 1935) on "Deutschland und die 
Weltwirtschaft” , ibid, iii (1937), pp- 204-1S; and his speech 
at Frankfurt am Main (9 December 193 6) on "Außenhandel1 , 
ibid, iv (1937), pp. 291-9.

Speech of Funk (6 March 1938) on “ Die Bedeutung der 
nationalsozialistischen Wirtschaftsgestaltung für die W elt­
wirtschaft” , ibid, vi (1939), pp. 525-33, and his speech 
(16 June 1938) on "Grundsätze der deutschen Außen­
handelspolitik und das Problem der internationalen Ver­
schuldung” , ibid., pp. 533-42.

Mention may also be made of:
A. Ringer, "D ie  deutsche Außenwirtschaft im Jahre 1934” , 

Jahrbuch (1935), pp. 183-202.
Id., "D ie Entwicklung der deutschen Außenwirtschaft” , Jahr­

buch (1937), pp. 382-411. _
E. Posse, "D ie Ziele der deutschen Außenwirtschaftspolitik", 

ibid., pp. 372-S1.
R, Eickc, Warum Außenhandel? Eine Lebensfrage fü r das 

deutsche Volk. 5th edition, Berlin, Paul Schmidt, 1939 
(pp. 122).

For transport, roads, &c., reference may be made to T odt (the 
architect of the “ Autobahn" highways), "T h e Motor High­
ways built by Herr Hitler. The Planning, Construction, and 
Importance of the Reich Motor Roads” , in Germany Speaks, 
London, Thornton Butterworth, 1938, pp. 251-76.

W . Hüfner, Die Neuordnung der deutschen Verkehrstote tschaft unter 
dem Einfluß der Arbeitsbeschaffungsmaßnahmen. Berlin, Junker 
& Dünnhaupt, 1936, in the scries Zum wirtschaftlichen
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Schicksal Europas: Teil ii. Arbeiten zur deutschen Proble­
matik, cd. C. Brinkmann, Heft 5 {with bibliography).

On the single authority and the planning of traffic policy for the 
Reich as a whole: Paul Freiherr von Eltz-Rübenach, "A llge­
meine Probleme der deutschen Vcrkchrscntwicklung" in 
Probleme, pp. 3-18; and see G. Körner, "Aufbau und 
Organisation des deutschen Verkehrswesens” , Jahrbuch

(1937). P P-412*3°- . „  , .
W . Klein mann, “ Der Wettbewerb der einzelnen Verkehrs­

mittel in Deutschland” , ibid., pp. 431-50.
J. Dorpmüllcr, “ Die deutsche Reichsbahn 1918-1936", in 

Probleme, pp. 19-59.
There is an excellent supplement to the Frankfurter Zeitung of 

7 April 1938011 "Verkehrswege unserer Zeit: der Luftweg 
der Landweg —  der Wasserweg —  der Nachrichtenweg ; 
and cf. W . Ohnesorge, “ Die deutsche Rcichspost” , in Pro­
bleme, pp. 61-82; Erich Körner, Die Deutsche Retchspost ttn 
nationalsozialistischen Aufbau (— Schriften der Hochschule 
für Politik, Scries II, Der organisatorische Aufbau des 
Dritten Reiches, Heft 39). Berlin, Junker & Dünnhaupt, 

1939.
For the military significance of Hitler's “ motorization”  of Ger­

many and of the new motor roads see A. Müller, Hitlers 
motorisierte Stoßarmee. Heeres- und Wirtschaftsmotorisierung 
im Dritten Reich. Paris, Éditions du Carrefour, 1936 (photo­
graphs and plan of “ das strategische Skelett des Autobahn­

Netzes", p. 13t).
For power production:

II. Eggers, "D ie Neuordnung der deutschen Energiewirt­

schaft” , Jahrbuch (1937), pp. 3 54*7 
C. Krcckc, “ Die deutsche Energiewirtschaft” , in Probleme,

pp. 381-404.

Social Policy ,

Here only a few references need be given:
R. Ley, "Social Policy in the New Germany", in Germany 

Speaks, London, Thornton Butterworth, 1938, pp, 158-88. 
E. Hilgenfeldt, “ The National Socialist Welfare Organisation 

and the Winter Help Scheme” , ibid., pp. 197-21$.
A. Gütt, “ Population Policy", ibid., pp. 34-65.
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W . Rchcr, Social Welfare in Germany, Terramare Publica­
tions, No. 7. Berlin, Terramare Office, 1938 (a pamphlet).

H. Althaus, ed., Social Work and the Community. A  contri­
bution for the I I I  International Conference on Social Work, 
Loudon, 1936, In order of the German national Committee. 
Karlsruhe, Braun, 1936, pp. 223. (Nineteen articles by 
specialists.)

W. Müller, Dm soziale Leben int neuen Deutschland. Berlin, 
Mittler, 1938, pp. 197.

F. Seldte, Sozialpolitik im Dritten Reich I(j33~S. Munich and 
Berlin, Beck, 1939, pp, 274.

H. Allhaus, Nationalsozialistische Volhsicohlfahrt. Wesen, A uf­
gaben und Aufbau ( — Schriften der Deutschen Hochschule für 
Politik, cd. P. Meier-Benncckenstein, Series II, Der orga­
nisatorische Aufbau des Dritten Reiches, Heft 2). Berlin, 
Junker & Dünnhaupt, 1935.

A. Gütt, Der Aufbau des Gesundheitswesens im Dritten Reich. 
Ibid., Heft 10 -ti, 1935.

H. Damrau, “ Deutsche Volksfürsorge. Ein Beitrag 'zur Reform 
der Wohlfahrtspflege” , Jahrbuch für Konnnunahvissenschaft, 
iii (1936), Part I, pp. 103-18.

J. H. Schnitze, Deutsche Siedlung. Raumordnung und Sied­
imi gewesen im Reich und in den Kolonien. Stuttgart, Enke, 

Ï937-
E. von Stuckrad, “ Das deutsche Sicdlungs- und Wohnungs­

wesen", Jahrbuch (1937), pp. I I 2-27.
G. Dierig, “ Das Siediungswcrk der deutschen Industrie” , in 

Probleme, pp. 421-42.
For the text o f the law which determined the constitution of the 

"Winterhilfswerk des deutschen Volkes” (24 March 1937), 
Dokumente, v (1938), pp. 357-9.

For the effect of National Socialist ideology upon the law in the 
sphere of economics cf. H. Krause, “ Bericht über Stand und 
Aufgaben des Wirtschaftsrechts” , Deutsche Rechtswissen­
schaft, ii (1937), pp. 28-39. , „ r. r ,

H. Hacmmerle, “ Die Entwicklung des deutschen Wirtschafts­
rechts seit dem Jahre 1933” , Zeitschrift für die gesamte Staats­

wissenschaft, xcv (1935), pp- 154' &>-
J. W. Hedemann, “ Recht und Wirtschaft , in Probleme, pp.

791-821.
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11. B.irtholomcyczik, “ Wirtschaft und Recht“ , Jahrbuch (1935h 

PP- 5 ‘ - 7-
O. Mönckmeicr, ' 1W i rt sc h a fts rech t u n (1 Wirtschaftsgestaltung“ , 

Jahrbuch (1937), |>p. 3-20. _
II. Merkel, “ Die Neugestaltung des Wirtschaftsrechts im 

Reichsnährstand” , ibid., pp. 227-37.
I I. Ilacmmcrlc, “ Slaatsidec und Wirtschaftsrecht", Zeitschrift 

für die gesamte Staatsuissensehaft, xevi (1936), pp. 281-98. 
and cf., c.g., Sellaci it's speech on “ Aktienrechtsreform”  (30 

November 1935), Doha mente, iii (1937), pp. 195-204,

O F F IC I A L  P A R T Y  M A N IF E S T O

On the position of the N SD A P, with regard to the Farming 
Population and Agriculture, Munich, 6 March 193°

I. Importance of the Farming Class and of Agriculture 
to the German People.

The German nation obtains a considerable portion of 
its food by the importation of foreign foodstuffs. Before 
the World War we were able to pay for these imports 
with our industrial exports, our trade, and our deposits 
of capital abroad. The outcome of the War put an end 
to this possibility.

To-day we arc paying for our imported food mostly 
with the help of foreign loans, which drive the German 
nation deeper and deeper into debt-slavery to the inter­
national financiers who provide credits. If things go on 
as they are the German people will become more and 
more impoverished. The financiers, by cutting off their 
credits, and therefore the imports of foodstuffs— that is, 
by hanging the bread-bin out of reach— can, above all, 
compel the German proletarians to work in their service 
for starvation wages, or to allow themselves to be 
shipped as wage-slaves to foreign colonies.

T he only possibility of escaping from this thraldom 
lies in the ability of Germany to produce éssential food-
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stuffs at home. The increased production of German agri­
culture is therefore a question of life and death for the 
German nation.

Moreover, a rural population, economically sound, 
with abundant purchasing power, is essential to our 
industry, which will in future have to look for more and 
more openings in the home market.

Wc not only recognize the predominant importance of 
the working classes for our nation, but we also see in 
the rural population, as the principal bearers of the 
nation's inheritance of health, the source of the nation’s 
youth, and the backbone of its defensive forces.

The maintenance of an efficient agricultural class, 
increasing in numbers as the general population in­
creases, is a cornerstone of the National Socialist policy, 
since this is directed towards the welfare of all our 
people in the generations to come.

z. Neglect of the Farming Class and of Agriculture in 
the present German State.

By disregard of the biological and economic impor­
tance of the farming population, and by opposition to 
the vitally necessary demand for increased agricultural 
production, the maintenance of an economically sound 
farming population in the German State is to-day 
seriously threatened.

The considerable increase in agricultural production 
which is in itself quite possible is being hindered by 
the fact that owing to their increasing indebtedness the 
farmers are unable to acquire the necessary stock, and 
because the stimulus to increased production is lacking, 
since farming no longer pays.

The reasons why farming is no longer profitable are 
to be sought:

I. In the existing fiscal policy, which lays excessive

768



E C O N O M I C S

burdens on agriculture. This is due to Party considera­
tions, and because the Jewish world money-market—  
which actually controls parliamentary democracy in 
Germany— wishes to destroy German agriculture, since 
this would place the German nation, and especially the 
working class, completely at its mercy;

2. In the competition of foreign agriculture, which 
enjoys more favourable conditions, and is insufficiently 
checked by the fiscal policy, which is hostile to German 
agriculture;

3. In the extravagant profits of wholesale trade, which 
thrusts itself in between the producer and consumer of 
agricultural produce, and of which the greater part is 
to-day in the hands of the Jews;

4. In the oppressive rates which the farmer has to
pay for electric power and artificial manures to concerns 
mainly run by Jews. .

The high taxation cannot be met out of the poor 
returns for labour on the land. The farmer is forced to 
run into debt and to pay usurious interest for loans. 
He sinks deeper and deeper under this tyranny, and in 
the end forfeits house and farm to the money-lender, 
who is usually a Jew.

The German farming population is being expropriated.

3. In the Reich of the Future for which we are working
the Rights of the German Soil will be respected and
there will be a German Agricultural Policy.

There can be no hope of any sweeping improvement 
in the desperate position of the rural population, or 
of a revival of agriculture, as long as the German 
Government is in fact controlled by the international 
money-magnates, with the help of the parliamentary- 
democratic system of government, since they wish to 
destroy the national strength of Germany.
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In the new and very different German State to which 
we aspire the farming population and agriculture will 
receive the consideration due to their importance as the 
main support of a truly national German State.

From this emerge the following requirements :
1. The soil of Germany, acquired and defended by 

the German people, serves the German nation as a home 
and as a means of livelihood. It must be administered 
in this sense by the individual owner of the soil.

2. Only members of the German nation may possess 
land.

3. Land legally acquired by them shall be regarded 
as inheritable property. To the right to hold property, 
however, is attached the obligation to use it in the 
national interest. Special courts shall be appointed to 
supervise this obligation; these shall consist of repre­
sentatives from all departments of the land-holding 
class, and one representative of the State.

4. German soil may not become an object of financial 
speculation, nor may it provide an unearned income for 
its owner. It may be acquired only by him who is pre­
pared to cultivate it himself. Therefore the State has a 
right of pre-emption on every sale of land.

It is forbidden to pledge land to private lenders. The 
necessary Joans for cultivation will be granted to farmers 
for cultivation either by associations recognized by the 
State, or by the State itself.

5. Dues will be paid to the State for the use of land 
according to the extent and quality of the property. By 
this tax on the produce of the soil any further taxation 
of agricultural land or agriculture will be obviated.

6. No hard-and-fast rule can be laid down as to the 
size of agricultural holdings. From the point of view of 
our population policy large numbers of prosperous small- 
and middle-sized farms are all-important. Farming on a
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large scale, however, has its special and necessary part 
to play, and if it preserves a sound relation towards the 
smaller farms it is justifiable.

7. The inheritance of landed property will be so regu­
lated by a law of inheritance as to prevent subdivision 
of property and the accumulation of debt upon it.

8. The State lias the right to confiscate, on payment 
of adequate indemnity:

(rt) Land which is not in the possession of German 
nationals;

(A) Land which— according to the judgement of the 
competent land court— is no longer serving to­
wards the maintenance of the people, owing to 
bad and irresponsible exploitation;

(c) Parts of large estates not exploited by the owner 
himself, for the purpose of settling a free 
peasantry ;

id) Land required for special State purposes in the 
interests of the community as a whole (c.g. for 
communications and for national defence).

Land acquired illegally (according to German law) 
may be confiscated without compensation.

9. It is the duty of the State to settle such land as 
becomes available, on methodical lines, in accordance 
with a general population policy.

T he land shall be allotted to settlers as a hereditary 
possession under conditions which shall make a liveli­
hood possible.

Settlers shall be selected by examination as to their 
civic and professional suitability. Special favour shall be 
shown to sons of farmers who have not the right to 
inherit (see $ 7).

T he colonization of the Eastern frontiers is of pre­
dominant importance. In this case the mere establish­
ment of farms will not be sufficient, but it will be
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necessary to develop country towns in connexion with 
the new branch of industry. This is the only way to 
provide marketing possibilities which will make the 
smaller farms a paying proposition.

It will be the duty of Germany’s foreign policy to 
provide large spaces for the nourishment and settlement 
of the growing population of Germany.

4. The Farming Class must be uplifted Economically
and Educationally.
It is the duty of the State to promote the economic 

and cultural uplifting of the farming population, con­
formably with its importance to the nation as a whole, 
and thereby to remove one of the chief causes of the 
flight from the land.

1. The present poverty of the land population must 
be at once relieved by remissions of taxation and other 
special measures. Further indebtedness must be checked 
by statutory reduction of the rate of interest on loans to 
that of the pre-War period, and by summary action 
against extortionate creditors.

2. It must be the State’s agricultural policy to see to 
it that farming be made to pay once more.

German agriculture must be protected by tariffs, 
State regulation of imports, and a scheme of national 
training.

The fixing of prices for agricultural produce must be 
withdrawn from the influence of Stock Exchange specu­
lation, and a stop must be put to the exploitation of the 
agricultural interest by the large middlemen, the transfer 
of whose business to agricultural co-operative associa­
tions must be encouraged by the State.

It shall be the task of such professional organizations 
to reduce the running expenses of farmers and increase 
production. (Provision of implements, manures, seed
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and breeding stock, on favourable conditions, improve­
ments, war against vermin, free advice, chemical re­
search, &c.) The State shall provide generous assistance 
to the professional organizations in carrying out their 
task. In particular the State must insist on a considerable 
reduction in the cost to farmers of artificial manures and 
electric power.

3. It will also be the duty of the professional organiza­
tions to establish the class of farm labourers as members 
of the farming community by contracts which are socially 
just. Supervision and arbitration in these matters will 
be the function of the State.

It must be made possible for good labourers to rise to 
the status of farm-owners.

The necessary improvements in living conditions and 
wages of farm labourers will ensue as soon as the 
general farming situation improves. When these condi­
tions take a turn for the better it will be no longer 
necessary to employ foreign labour on the land, and 
this custom will in future be forbidden.

4. The national importance of the farming class re­
quires that the State shall promote technical education 
in agriculture. (Homes for children of farmers, agri­
cultural high-schools, with very favourable terms for 
talented boys without means.)

5. Professional Agricultural Organizations cannot pro­
vide all the Assistance required by the Farming 
Class. Only the Political Liberation Movement of 
the N SD AP, can do this.
The rural population are poor because the whole 

German nation is poor. It is an error to imagine that 
one single class of workers can escape sharing the for­
tunes of the German community as a whole— and a
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crime to incite jealousy between the rural population 
and the cities, as these arc bound together for good or ill.

Economic assistance under the present political system 
cannot produce any sweeping improvement, for the 
poverty of the German people is rooted in its political 
enslavement, from which only political means can libe­
rate it. The old political Parties, which were, and are, 
responsible for the national enslavement, cannot be our 
leaders on the road to freedom.

There are important economic tasks awaiting profes­
sional organizations in our future State; even now they 
can do much preparatory work in that direction; but 
they are not adapted to the political struggle of liberation 
which is to lay the foundation of a new economic order; 
since that battle will have to be fought not from the 
point of view of a single profession, but from that of the 
whole nation.

The battle for freedom against our oppressors and their 
task-in asters can be fought successfully only by a political 
movement of liberation, comprising the German-conscious 
of all ranks and classes, and fully acknowledging the impor­
tance of the rural population and agriculture for the nation 
as a whole.

This political liberation movement of the German
people is the N SDAP. ,
r  r (Signed) A d o l f  H i t l e r , 1

Otto Strasser in his final talk with Hitler (22 May 1930) 
was arguing in favour of economic autarky for Germany 
and complete control over foreign trade : Hitler replied:

“ That is the worst kind of theorizing and abominable 
dilettantism. Do you really believe that we can ever 
cut ourselves off from world-economics ? We are bound 
to import all important raw materials, and we are not

1 C ited  from  H itler's Official Programme and its Fundamental 
Ideas, L on d o n , A llen  &  U n w in , 1938, PP- 29“37-
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less bound to export the goods manufactured by us. I 
have received reports, particularly during recent months, 
from East Asia and elsewhere depicting the necessity for 
this mutual intercourse in world-economics and we can­
not stop this development nor do we wish to do so. On 
the contrary our task is to organize on a large scale the 
whole world so that each country produces what it can 
best produce while the white race, the Nordic race, 
undertakes the organization of this gigantic plan. Be­
lieve me, National Socialism as a whole would be worth 
nothing if it were restricted merely to Germany and did 
not seal the supremacy of the superior (hocimertigen) 
Race over the entire world for at least a thousand to 
two thousand years. That must not, it is true, be bound 
up with any exploitation of the other race, for the lower 
race is destined for tasks different from those of the 
higher race : the latter must have in its hands the control, 
and this control must remain with us id common with 
the Anglo-Saxons.”

Otto Strasser, supported by his brother, urged the neces­
sity for as great an autarky as possible for Germany: Hitler 
answered that he, too, regarded such an autarky as the 
distant goal to be aimed at, but that would not be possible 
at the earliest for another hundred years, since Germany 
could not do without the exchange of goods through 
world-economics.’

On 4 December ig jr  Hitler spoke to a meeting of Press 
representatives, mainly English and American. He said 
that Germany cannot pay both political debts and private 
commercial debts without exporting on a scale which 
could only be described as mad and which could only lead 
to world-wide economic chaos. The National Socialists 
acknowledged commercial debts as between one merchant 

' O tto  Strasser, Minhterstsstl oder Revolution? pp. 24-5.
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and another and were prepared to pay these if Germany 
were enabled to do so. Hut they refused to submit to 
political extortion. Everything depended upon whether 
the world was going to allow France to insist on priority 
for political exactions. It was a question of what one 
could, not what one would.

A t this meeting Hitler laid dozen three main economic 
aims: a ruthless reduction of the huge German adminis­
trative apparatus, an equally ruthless throttling of im­
ports, and the elimination of political obligations. He 
advanced the theory that if by not buying unnecessary 
foreign products, especially foodstuffs, a milliard marks 
were kept in the country, it would stimulate the home 
market and, with a turnover six or seven times a year, 
be in effect equivalent to six or seven milliards.1

In an interview with a representative of the Associated 
Press in August 1 9 J 2 , iti answer to the question whether 
the National Socialist Movement's opposition to the big 
industrial concerns meant that he wanted all large factories 
and businesses to be abolished, Hitler said:

"I would not be so silly as to try to eliminate all large 
concerns. You cannot build railway engines in a black­
smith’s shop nor ocean liners in a rowing-boat shed. 
You must remember, however, that wc live close to a 
country where Communism is exclusively preached and 
where an attempt is made to put it into effect. We also 
have millions of unemployed in our country."

"It  would not do to have wealth and property con­
centrated in the hands of a few people or a few concerns. 
When this property is wisely distributed amongst 
millions of our people— that is when everybody has 
their share of the goods of the world— then we hope to 
supply the proper offset to the Communists' ideas.”

1 The Times, 5 D ec. 1931.
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''W e want our middle class, which is becoming poorer 
and poorer and whose means of livelihood are cut off 
more and more by large business concerns, to be placed 
in a position where they can have their share in these 
goods.” '

The speech which Hitler delivered at the Industry Club 
(Industrie-Klub) in Düsseldorf on 27 January 1932 is one 
of his greatest triumphs as an orator: through it he won 
the support of the captains of industry in Western Germany. 
“  The 27th of January will ever remain a memorable day 
in the history of the N S D A P ."1 I  have therefore translated 
the whole speech. It is highly characteristic of Hitler's 
oratorical technique and deserves careful study.1 * 3

‘‘ If to-day the National Socialist Movement is re­
garded amongst widespread circles in Germany as being 
hostile to our business life,4 I believe the reason for this 
view is to be found in the fact that we adopted towards 
the events which determined the development leading 
to our present position an attitude which differed from 
that of all the other organizations which are of any 
importance in our public life. Even now our outlook 
differs in many points from that of our opponents.”

“ Our conviction is that our present distress has not its 
final and deepest cause in general world-happenings 
which would therefore from the outset more or less 
exclude any possibility for a single people to better its

1 Manchester Guardian, 20 A ug. 1932.
1 See the chapter Industriekapitän* am Scheidewege in O tto  

D ie trich ’s book M it H itler in die Macht, 27th edition, M unich, 
E h er, 1938, pp, 46 sqq.

1 T h e  G erm an  text o f  the speech was published in pam phlet 
fo rm : Vortrag A d o lf Hitlers vor westdeutschen Wirtschaftlern im 
Industrie-Klub au Düsseldorf am 27. Januar IÇ32. M unich, Eher, 
[1932].  PP- 3t.  . . .

4 I  take this to be the sense o f the Germ an: antiwirtschaftlich.
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position. If it were true that the cause of distress in 
Germany is to be found solely in a so-called world-crisis 
from which none can escape— a world-crisis on the 
course of which wc as a people could naturally exercise 
no influence or at best only an infinitesimal influence—  
then we should be forced to characterize Germany’s 
future as hopeless. How should a state of affairs be 
altered for which no one is directly responsible? In my 
judgement the view that the world-crisis is solely 
responsible must as its result lead to a dangerous pessi­
mism. It is but natural that the more the causes of a 
particular state of affairs are withdrawn from any possi­
bility of improvement through the efforts of individuals, 
the more the individual will despair of ever being able 
to alter such a state of affairs. And the consequence 
must gradually be a certain lethargy, an indifference, 
and in the end perhaps despair,”

" I  regard it as of the first importance to break once 
and for all with the view that our destiny is conditioned 
by world-events. It is not true that our distress has its 
final cause in a world-crisis, in a world-catastrophe : the 
true view is that we have reached a state of general 
crisis, because from the first certain mistakes were made. 
I must not say ‘According to the general view the Peace 
Treaty of Versailles is the cause of our misfortune’ . 
What is the Peace Treaty of Versailles but the work of 
men? It is not a burden which has been imposed or 
laid upon us by Providence. It is the work of men for 
which, it goes without saying, once again men with 
their merits or their failings must be held responsible. 
If this were not so, how should men ever be able to set 
aside this work at all ? I am of the opinion that there is 
nothing which has been produced by the will of man 
which cannot in its turn be altered by another human 

will.”
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"Both the Peace Treaty of Versailles together with 
all the consequences of that Treaty have been the result 
of a policy which perhaps fifteen, fourteen, or thirteen 
years ago was regarded as the right policy, at least in 
the enemy-States, but which from our point of view 
was bound to be regarded as fatal when ten or less 
years ago its true character was disclosed to millions of 
Germans and now to-day stands revealed in its utter 
impossibility, I am bound therefore to assert that there 
must of necessity have been in Germany, too, some 
responsibility for these happenings if I am to have any 
belief that the German people can exercise some influ­
ence towards changing these conditions."

"It  is also in my view false to say that life in Germany 
to-day is solely determined by considerations of foreign 
policy, that the primacy of foreign policy governs to-day 
the whole of our domestic life. Certainly a people can 
reach the point when foreign relations influence and 
determine completely its domestic life. But let no one 
say that such a condition is from the first either natural 
or desirable. Rather the important thing is that a people 
should create the conditions for a change in this state of 
affairs."

" I f  anyone says to me that its foreign politics is 
primarily decisive for the life of a people, then I must 
first ask: what then is the meaning of the term ‘Politics’ ? 
There is a whole series of definitions. Frederick the 
Great said ‘Politics is the art of serving one’s State with 
every means’ . Bismarck's explanation was that ‘Politics 
is the Art of the Possible’, starting from the conception 
that advantage should be taken of every possibility to 
serve the State— and, in the later transformation of the 
idea of the State into the idea of nationalities, the Nation. 
Another considers that this service rendered to the 
people can be effected by military as well as peaceful
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action: for Clausewitz says that war is the continuation 
of politics though with different means. Conversely, 
Clemenceau considers that to-day peace is nothing but 
the continuation of war and the pursuing of the war- 
aim, though again with other means. To put it briefly: 
politics is nothing else and can he nothing else than the 
safeguarding of a people’s vital interests and the practical 
waging of its life-battle with every means. Thus it is quite 
clear that this life-battle from the first has its starting- 
point in the people itself and that at the same time the 
people is the object— the real thing of value— which has 
to be preserved. All functions of this body formed by 
the people must in the last resort fulfil only one purpose 
•— to secure in the future the maintenance of this body 
which is the people. I can therefore say neither that 
foreign policy nor economic policy is of primary sig­
nificance. O f course a people needs the business world 
in order to live. But business is but one of the functions 
of this body-politic whereby its existence is assured. 
But primarily the essential thing is the starting-point 
and that is the people itself.”

"One must not say that foreign politics is the factor 
which decisively determines a people’s path, but one 
must rather say that it is primarily the people which 
itself, through its inner value, through its organization, 
and through its education into this inner value, marks 
out its own path within the world by which it is sur­
rounded. I must not say that foreign politics could ever 
alter in essentials the value of a people: rather I must 
say: every people has to wage the battle for the safe­
guarding of its interests and can wage that battle only 
which corresponds to its most essential character, its 
value, its capacities, the effectiveness of its organization, 
&c. Naturally foreign relations will also once more react 
upon a people. But we know from experience what a
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difference there is in the way individual peoples react 
to foreign relations! The reaction is determined through 
the inner disposition, the inner value, through the inborn 
talents and capacities of each people. I am therefore 
able to state that even when the fundamental value of a 
nation remains unchanged, alterations in the inner 
organization of the life of this nation can of themselves 
lead to a change in its attitude to foreign relations.”

“ It is therefore false to say that foreign politics shapes 
a people: rather, peoples order their relations to the 
world about them in correspondence with their inborn 
forces and according to the measure in which their edu­
cation enables them to bring those forces into play. We 
may be quite convinced that if in the place of the 
Germany of to-day there had stood a different Ger­
many, the attitude towards the rest of the world would 
also have been different, and then presumably the influ­
ences exercised by the rest of the world would have 
taken a different form. To deny this would mean that 
Germany’s destiny can no longer be changed no matter 
what Government rules in Germany. If such a view is 
held, one can immediately find its root and its explana­
tion : assertions that a people’s fate is solely determined 
by foreign Powers have always formed the shifts of bad 
Governments. Weak and bad Governments have at all 
times made play with this argument in order thus to 
excuse and explain their own failure and that of their 
predecessors, the failure of their whole stereotyped and 
traditional mode of thought: their plea has always been, 
‘Anyone else in our position could not have done other­
wise' : for what could he begin to do with his people in 
the face of conditions whicli are fixed once for all and 
have their roots in the world beyond Germany’s frontiers 
— so long as, quite naturally, he regards his people, too, 
as a factor whose value cannot change?”
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“And as against this conception I am the champion 
of another standpoint: three factors, I hold, essentially 
determine a people’s political life:’ ’

“ First, the inner value of a people which as an in­
herited sum and possession is transmitted again and 
again through the generations, a value which suffers any 
change when the people, the custodian of this inherited 
possession, changes itself in its inner blood-conditioned 
composition. It is beyond question that certain traits of 
character, certain virtues, and certain vices always recur 
in peoples so long as their inner nature— their blood- 
conditioned composition— has not essentially altered. I 
can already trace the virtues and the vices of our German 
people in the writers of Rome just as clearly as I see 
them to-day. This inner value which determines the 
life of a people can be destroyed by nothing save only 
through a change in the blood causing a change in sub­
stance. Temporarily an illogical form of organization of 
life or unintelligent education may prejudice it. But in 
that case, though its effective action may be hindered, 
the fundamental value in itself is still present as it was 
before. And it is this value which is the great source of 
all hopes for a people’s revival, it is this which justifies 
the belief that a people which in the course of thousands 
of years has furnished countless examples of the highest 
inner value cannot suddenly have lost overnight this 
inborn inherited value, but that one day this people will 
once again bring this value into action. If this were not 
the case, then the faith of millions of men in a better 
future— the mystic hope for a new Germany— would be 
incomprehensible. It would be incomprehensible how 
it was that this German people, at the end of the Thirty 
Years War, when its population had shrunk from 18 to 
13 j. millions, could ever have once more formed the 
hope through work, through industry, and capacity to
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risi: again, how in this completely crushed people hun­
dreds of thousands and finally millions should have been 
seized with the longing for a re-formation of their State. 
It would be inconceivable had it not been that in all 
these individuals, unconsciously, there was some trace 
of the conviction that there was present an essential 
value which ever and again had been evidenced through 
the millennia, which many a time had been repressed 
and hindered in its effective action through bad leader­
ship, through bad education, through a bad State-form, 
but which ever in the end had triumphed, had ever 
presented to the world the wonderful spectacle of a new 
revival of our people.”

"I said that this value can be destroyed. There are 
indeed in especial two other closely related factors 
which wc can time and again trace in periods of national 
decline: the one is that for the conception of the value 
of personality there is substituted a levelling idea of the 
supremacy of mere numbers— democracy— and the 
other is the negation of the value of a people, the denial 
of any difference in the inborn capacity, the achieve­
ment, &c., of individual peoples. Thus bolli factors 
condition one another or at least influence each other 
in the course of their development. Internationalism 
and democracy arc inseparable conceptions. It is but 
logical that democracy, which within a people denies 
the special value of the individual and puts in its place 
a value which represents the sum of all individualities—  
a purely numerical value— should proceed in precisely 
the same way in the life of peoples and should in that 
sphere result in internationalism. Broadly it is main­
tained : peoples have no inborn values, but, at the most, 
there can be admitted perhaps temporary differences in 
education. Between negroes, Aryans, Mongolians, and 
Redskins there is no essential difference in value. This
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view which forms the basis of the whole of the inter­
national thought-world of to-day and in its effects is 
carried to such lengths that in the end a negro can sit 
as president in the sessions of the League of Nations 
leads necessarily as a further consequence to the point 
that in a similar way within a people differences in value 
between the individual members of this people are 
denied. And thus naturally ever)' special capacity, 
every fundamental value of a people, can practically be 
made of no effect. For the greatness of a people is the 
result not of the sum of all its achievements but in the 
last resort of the sum of its outstanding achievements. 
Let no one say that the picture produced as a first im­
pression of human civilization is the impression of its 
achievement as a whole. This whole edifice of civiliza­
tion is in its foundations and in all its stones nothing 
else than the result of the creative capacity, the achieve­
ment, the intelligence, the industry of individuals: in 
its greatest triumphs it represents the great crowning 
achievement of individual God-favoured geniuses, in its 
average accomplishment the achievement of men of 
average capacity, and in its sum doubtless the result of 
the use of human labour-force in order to turn to account 
the creations of genius and of talent. So it is only 
natural that when the capable intelligences of a nation, 
which are always in a minority, are regarded only as of 
the same value as all the rest, then genius, capacity, the 
value of personality are slowly subjected to the majority 
and this process is then falsely named the rule of the 
people. For this is not rule of the people, but in reality 
the rule of stupidity, of mediocrity, of half-heartedness, 
of cowardice, of weakness, and of inadequacy. Rule of 
the people means rather that a people should allow 
itself to be governed and led by its most capable indi­
viduals, those who are born to the task, and not that a
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chance majority which of necessity is alien to these tasks 
should be permitted to administer all spheres of life.” 

"Thus democracy will in practice lead to the destruc­
tion of a people’s true values. And this also serves to 
explain how it is that peoples with a great past from the 
time when they surrender themselves to the unlimited, 
democratic rule of the masses slowly lose their former 
position ; for the outstanding achievements of indi­
viduals which they still possess or which could be pro­
duced in all spheres of life are now rendered practically 
ineffective through the oppression of mere numbers. 
And thus in these conditions a people will gradually lose 
its importance not merely in the cultural and economic 
spheres but altogether) in a comparatively short time 
it will no longer, within the setting of the other peoples 
of the world, maintain its former value. And that will 
also of necessity mean a change in its power to safeguard 
its own interests as against the rest of the world. It is 
not, for example, a matter of indifference whether a 
people enters on such a period as the years from 1807 
to 1813 under the leadership of its most capable intelli­
gences, men to whom an extraordinary authority is 
granted, or whether it marches into a similar period, 
such as the years 1918 to 1921, under the leadership of 
parliamentary mass-madness. In the one case one can 
see as the result of the internal building-up of the 
nation's life the highest achievements— which, though 
founded doubtless on the pre-existent value of the 
people, could only in this way reach their full effect—  
while in the other case the value which was already there 
could no longer find any opportunity for manifesting 
its presence. Indeed, things can then reach such a pass 
that an unquestionably industrious people in whose 
whole life there had hardly been any apparent change—  
especially so far as concerns the efforts of individuals—
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can lose so much in the sum of its achievement that it 
no longer counts for anything in the eyes of the world.” 

“ And to this there must be added a third factor: 
namely, the view that life in this world, after the denial 
of the value of personality and of the special value of a 
people, is not to be maintained through conflict. That 
is a conception which could perhaps be disregarded if 
it fixed itself only in the heads of individuals, but yet 
has appalling consequences because it slowly poisons 
an entire people. And it is not as if such general changes 
in men’s outlook on the world remained only on the 
surface or were confined to their effects on men’s minds. 
No, in course of time they exercise a profound influence 
and affect all expressions of a people’s life.”

"I may cite an example: you maintain, gentlemen, 
that German business life must be constructed on a 
basis of private property. Now such a conception as 
that of private property you can defend only if in some 
way or another it appears to have a logical foundation. 
This conception must deduce its ethical justification from 
an insight into the necessity which Nature dictates. It 
cannot simply be upheld by saying: ‘It has always been 
so and therefore it must continue to be so.’ For in 
periods of great upheavals within States, of movements 
of peoples and changes in thought, institutions and 
systems cannot remain untouched because they have 
previously been preserved without change. It is the 
characteristic feature of all really great revolutionary 
epochs in the history of mankind that they pay astonish­
ingly little regard for forms which are hallowed only by 
age or which are apparently only so consecrated. It is 
thus necessary to give such foundations to traditional 
forms which are to be preserved that they can be re­
garded as absolutely essential, as logical and right. And 
then I am bound to say that private property can be

ECONOMICS
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morally and ethically justified only if I admit that men’s 
achievements are different. Only on that basis can I 
assert : since men’s achievements arc different, the results 
of those achievements are also different. But if the 
results of those achievements are different, then it is 
reasonable to leave tu men the administration of those 
results to a corresponding degree. It would not be 
logical to entrust the administration of the result of an 
achievement which was bound up with a personality 
either to the next best but less capable person or to a 
community which, through the mere fact that it had not 
performed the achievement, has proved that it is not 
capable of administering the resuit of that achievement. 
Thus it must be admitted that in the economic sphere, 
from the start, in all branches men are not of equal value 
or of equal importance. And once this is admitted it is 
madness to say: in the economic sphere there are un­
doubtedly differences in value, but that is not true in the 
political sphere. It is absurd to build up economic life 
on the conceptions of achievement, of the value of 
personality, and therefore in practice on the authority of 
personality, but in the political sphere to deny the 
authority of personality and to thrust into its place the 
law of the greater number— democracy. In that case 
there must slowly arise a cleavage between the economic 
and the political point of view, and to bridge that 
cleavage an attempt will be made to assimilate the 
former to the latter— indeed the attempt has been 
made, for this cleavage has not remained bare pale 
theory. The conception of the equality of values has 
already, not only in politics but in economics also, been 
raised to a system, and that not merely in abstract 
theory: no! this economic system is alive in gigantic 
organizations and it has already to-day inspired a State 
which rules over immense areas."
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“ But I cannot regard it as possible that the life of a 
people should in the long run be based upon two funda­
mental conceptions. If the view is right that there are 
differences in human achievement, then it must also be 
true that the value of men in respect of the production 
of certain achievements is different. It is then absurd 
to allow this principle to hold good only in one sphere—  
the sphere of economic life and its leadership— and to 
refuse to acknowledge its validity in the sphere of the 
whole life-struggle of a people— the sphere of politics. 
Rather the logical course is that if I recognize without 
qualification in the economic sphere the fact of special 
achievements as forming the condition of all higher 
culture, then in the same way I should recognize 
special achievement in the sphere of politics and that 
means that I am bound to put in the forefront the 
authority of personality. If, on the contrary, it is 
asserted— and that too by those engaged in business—  
that in the political sphere special capacities are not 
necessary but that here an absolute equality in achieve­
ment reigns, then one day this same theory will be 
transferred from politics and applied to economic life. 
But in the economic sphere Communism is analogous 
to democracy in the political sphere. We find ourselves 
to-day in a period in which these two fundamental 
principles are at grips in all spheres which come into 
contact with each other; already they are invading 
economics.”

“ T o  take an example: Life in practical activity is 
founded on the importance of personality: but now 
gradually it is threatened by the supremacy of mere 
numbers. But in the State there is an organization—  
the army— which cannot in any way be democratized 
without surrendering its very existence. But if a Weltan­
schauung cannot be applied to every sphere of a people’s
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lift;, that fact in itself is sufficient proof of its weakness. 
In other words: the army can exist only if it maintains 
tiic absolutely undemocratic principle of unconditional 
authority proceeding downwards and absolute respon­
sibility proceeding upwards, while, in contradistinction 
to this, democracy means in practice complete depen­
dence proceeding downwards and authority proceeding 
upwards. But the result is that in a State in which the 
whole political life -  beginning with the parish and end­
ing with the Reichstag— is built up on the conception 
of democracy the army is bound gradually to become 
an alien body and an alien body which must necessarily 
be felt to be such. It is for democracy an alien world of 
ideas, an alien Weltanschauung which inspires the life of 
this body. An internal conflict between the representa­
tives of the democratic principle and the representatives 
of the principle of authority must be the inevitable con­
sequence, and this conflict we are actually experiencing 
in Germany.”

“ It cannot be supposed that this struggle should 
suddenly cease; no! on the contrary: this struggle will 
continue until a nation is finally engulfed in inter­
nationalism and democracy and thereby falls into com­
plete disintegration, or else it creates for itself once more 
a new logical form for its internal fife.”

"S o  in the same way the education to pacifism must 
of necessity have its effect right through fife until it 
reaches the humblest individual fives. The conception 
of pacifism is logical if I once admit a general equality 
amongst peoples and human beings. For in that case 
what sense is there in conflict? The conception of paci­
fism translated into practice and applied to all spheres 
must gradually lead to the destruction of the competitive 
instinct, to the destruction of the ambition for outstand­
ing achievement. I cannot say: in politics wc will be
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pacifists, wc reject the idea of the necessity for life to 
safeguard itself through conflict— but in economics we 
want to remain keenly competitive. If I reject the idea 
of conflict as such, it is of no importance that for the 
time being that idea is stiil applied in some single 
spheres. In the last resort political decisions arc decisive 
and determine achievement in the single sphere. For 
fifty years you can build up the best economic system 
on the basis of the principle of achievement, for fifty 
years you may go on building factories, for fifty years 
you may amass wealth, and then in three years of mis­
taken political decisions you can destroy all the results 
of the work of these fifty years. (Very true!)' And 
that is only natural, since political decisions spring 
from another root than that of constructive economic 
decisions.”

"T o  sum up the argument: I sec two diametrically 
opposed principles: the principle of democracy which, 
wherever it is allowed practical effect, is the principle of 
destruction: and the principle of the authority of per­
sonality which I would call the principle of achievement, 
because whatever man in the past has achieved— all 
human civilizations— is conceivable only if the supre­
macy of this principle is admitted.”

“ The worth of a people, the character of its internal 
organization through which this worth of a people may 
produce its effect, and the character of a people’s educa­
tion— these are the starting-points for political action: 
these are the foundations for the success of that action.”

"D o not think that a people which, like the German 
people, robbed itself of its values fared any better in

1 T h e  reactions o f  the audience of G erm an business-m en to 
this speech have been indicated as being interesting evidence o f  
the effect o f  H itler's oratory. It m ust be rem em bered that h e  was 
on this occasion deating w ith  an audience not predisposed to be 
sym pathetic.
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former centuries whether there were any world-crisis or 
not. When a people takes the path which we have taken 
— actually for the last thirty or thirty-five years, officially 
for the last thirteen years— then it can arrive nowhere 
else than where Germany finds herself to-day. That the 
evidences of a crisis should to-day spread over almost 
the entire world is comprehensible when one considers 
that the world has been opened up and mutual relations 
have been strengthened to an extent which fifty, eighty, 
or a hundred years ago appeared scarcely possible. And 
yet, despite this fact, one must not believe that such a 
state of affairs is conceivable only now, in the year 1932. 
No, similar conditions have been experienced more than 
once in the history of the world. Always when relations 
between peoples produced conditions such as these, the 
malady affecting these peoples was bound to spread and 
to influence the position of all.”

“ It is, of course, easy to say: we prefer to wait until 
there is a change in the general position, but that is im­
possible. For the position which faces you to-day is not 
the consequence of a revelation of God’s will, but the 
result of hum an weaknesses, of human mistakes, of 
men’s false judgements. It is but natural that there 
must first be a change in these causes, that men must 
first be inwardly transformed, before one can count on 
any alteration in the position.”

"That conclusion is forced upon us if we look at the 
world to-day: we have a number of nations which 
through their inborn outstanding worth have fashioned 
for themselves a mode of life which stands in no relation 
to the life-space— the Lebensraum— which in their 
thickly populated settlements they inhabit. We have 
the so-called white race which, since the collapse of 
ancient civilization, in the course of some thousand years 
has created for itself a privileged position in the world.

791



But I am quite unable to understand this privileged 
position, this economic supremacy, of the white race 
over the rest of the world if I do not bring it into close 
connexion with a political conception of supremacy which 
has been peculiar to the white race for many centuries 
and has been regarded as in the nature of things: 
this conception it lias maintained in its dealings with 
other peoples. Take any singte area you like, take for 
example India. England did not conquer India by the 
way of justice and of law: she conquered India without 
regard to the wishes, to the views of the natives, or to 
their formulations of justice, and, when necessary, she 
has upheld this supremacy with the most brutal ruth­
lessness. Just in the same way Cortez or Pizarro annexed 
Central America and the northern States of South 
America, not on the basis of any claim of right, but 
from the absolute inborn feeling of the superiority of 
the white race. The settlement of the North American 
continent is just as little the consequence of any claim of 
superior right in any democratic or international sense; 
it was the consequence of a consciousness of right which 
was rooted solely in the conviction of the superiority 
and therefore of the right of the white race. If I think 
away this attitude of mind which in the course of the 
last three or four centuries has won the world for the 
white race, then the destiny of this race would in fact 
have been no different from that, say, of the Chinese: 
an immensely congested mass of human beings crowded 
upon an extraordinarily narrow territory, an over-popu­
lation with all its unavoidable consequences. If Fate 
allowed the white race to take a different path, that is 
only because this white race was convinced that it had 
the right to organize the rest of the world. It matters 
not what superficial disguises in individual cases this 
right may have assumed, in practice it was the exercise

ECONOMICS
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of an extraordinarily brutal right to dominate others 
(Hcncitrcchles), and From tills political conception was 
developed the basis for the economic annexation of that 
world which was not inhabited by the white race.”

“ A  famous Englishman once wrote that the character­
istic feature of English policy was this wonderful mar­
riage of economic conquest with political domination, 
and conversely of political expansion of power with 
immediate economic appropriation— a conjunction which 
becomes unthinkable directly one of the two factors is 
lacking. I know, it is true, that the view is held that one 
can conquer the world by purely economic means, but 
that is one of the greatest and most terrible illusions. 
Suppose the Englishman in the future were to wage his 
war for India with economic means alone, suppose the 
Englishman were finally to relinquish that outlook which 
once gained him India, that outlook which maintained 
his hold on India through the many rebellions and the 
long and bloody wars about the middle of the last cen­
tury, and then you will see: the English factories will 
not hold India for the English: they will stand silent, 
because the old spirit of England, the spirit which once 
created the conditions from which the factories arose, 
that spirit has been lost!”

"To-day wc are faced with a world-condition which 
is for the white race in any way comprehensible only if 
one recognizes as unconditionally valid that marriage of 
the spirit of domination in political will and the some 
spirit of domination in economic activity— a wonderful 
concord which has impressed its stamp upon the whole 
of the last century and through the consequences of 
which a part of the white peoples has enjoyed a remark­
able development: instead of expanding -in space, 
instead of exporting men, they have exported goods 
and have built up an economic world-system which
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finds its characteristic expression in the fact that— pre­
supposing different standards of living on the earth—  
in Europe and, in most recent times, in America also 
gigantic world-central-factories have come into existence 
while the rest of the world provides enormous markets 
for the disposal of goods and enormous sources of raw 
materials. The white race, however, can in practice 
maintain its position only so long as the difference in the 
standard of living in different parts of the world con­
tinues to exist. If you to-day give to our so-called 
export-markets the same standard of living as we our­
selves possess, you will find that it will be impossible for 
the white race to maintain that position of superiority 
which finds expression not merely in the political power 
of the nation but also in the economic fortune of the 
individual.”

“ The different nations, further, have safeguarded this 
position of superiority in different ways— in accordance 
with their individual characteristics— most brilliantly of 
all perhaps England who has always opened up for 
herself new markets and immediately anchored them 
through political dominance, so that it is without doubt 
conceivable that Great Britain, always supposing that 
her mental outlook remains unchanged, should build up 
for herself an economic life of her own, more or less 
independent of the rest of the world. Other peoples 
have not attained this goal because they consumed their 
mental powers in internal conflicts between differing 
outlooks on the world and formerly in religious struggles.1 
During the great period of the partitioning of the world 
they doubtless inwardly developed their capacities in 
these intellectual disputes. Later they sought also to 
take their part in world-economics, but they did not

1 G e r m a n :  in inneren weltanschaulichen— früher religiösen —  
Kämpfen.
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ibernacivcs create export-markets nor did they com­
pletely safeguard their control over those markets.”  

‘ ‘When Germany, for instance, began to found colo­
nies, then the inner conception, this quite cool, sober 
English conception, of the foundation of colonics had 
already given place to more or less romantic ideas: the 
transmission of German culture' to the world and the 
spread of German civilization— things which were 
utterly remote from the thought of the Englishman in 
the colonization period. Thus it was that the practical 
results of our efforts did not come up to our expectations, 
quite apart from the fact that the objects of our concern 
were in part unable to fulfil our high romantic hopes.” 

‘‘T he world-situation to-day may be briefly stated: 
Germany, England, and France, so far as it belongs to 
the white race, have gradually increased to such an ex­
tent numerically that the maintenance of such gigantic 
populations would appear to be guaranteed only if 
the economic possibilities for the export of goods in the 
world are secured. Thus it is in fact the case that a part of 
the w-orld is absolutely dependent upon the maintenance 
of a state of affairs which we Germans, as democrats 
and League of Nations folk, have long since mentally 
refused to countenance. The result is clear: competition 
drove the European peoples to an ever increasing im­
provement in the methods of production, and this 
increasing improvement of methods of production led 
to a permanent economizing in the number of men 
employed. As long as the continuous opening up of 
new world-export markets kept pace with the reduction 
in the number of men employed, those who were with­
drawn from work in agriculture and later in handicrafts 
could always be easily transferred to new productive 
activity, so that wc may regard the characteristic feature 

' It is not easy to tender the word Kultur in English.
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of the last century as being that men no longer needed 
for agriculture could be transferred to handicrafts, but 
that later in the handicrafts themselves through rationali­
zation in the methods of production more and more 
men became unnecessary', and then these could in their 
turn find new possibilities of earning a livelihood in a 
further expansion of branches of production. But this 
process was only conceivable so long as a constant 
increase in the possibility for consumption of goods was 
created— a capacity for consumption which had to be 
as great as was the increase in production.”

“ The world-situation to-day can be briefly stated: 
Germany, England, France, and further— but not by 
reason of compulsion— the American Union, together 
with a whole series of small States, are industrial nations 
dependent on export. After the close of the War all 
these peoples were faced with a world-market compara­
tively emptied of commodities. Methods in industry 
and in factories had been improved especially on the 
scientific and theoretical sides with vast ingenuity on 
account of the War, and armed with these new methods 
men rushed into this great void, began to remodel their 
works, to invest capital and under the compulsion of 
this invested capital sought to raise production to the 
highest possible extent. This process could continue 
with success for two, three, four, or five years. It could 
be continued successfully for a further period if  new 
possibilities for export could be created which should 
correspond with the rapid increase and improvements in 
production and its methods. This was a problem of 
primary importance, for the rationalization of business 
which began in the sphere of agriculture leads to a reduc­
tion in the number of men engaged in work, a reduction 
which is useful only if the men thus turned out of 
employment can be easily in their turn transferred into
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new branches of economic activity. But we see that 
since the World War there was no further important 
extension of export-markets: on the contrary, wc sec 
that relatively those export-markets contracted, that the 
number of exporting nations gradually increased, and 
that a great many former export-markets became them­
selves industrialized, while finally a new wholesale ex­
porter, the American Union— which perhaps to-day is 
not yet all-powerful in all spheres, but certainly in 
individual cases— can reckon on advantages in produc­
tion which wc in Europe assuredly do not and cannot 
possess,’*

“ And as the last momentous feature we regard the 
fact that, parallel with the gradual growth of confusion 
in the thought of the white race in Europe, a Weltan­
schauung has seized on part of Europe and a great part 
of Asia which threatens to tear this continent out of the 
framework of international economic relations altogether 
— a portent which to-day German statesmen still appear 
to neglect with an astonishing levity. When, for instance, 
I hear a speech which stresses the necessity for the 
German people to stand together, then I cannot but 
raise the question: Docs one really believe that this 
standing together is any longer merely a question of 
political goodwill ? Cannot people see that in our midst 
already a cleavage has opened up, a cleavage which is 
not mere!)' a fancy born in the heads of a few persons, 
but whose spiritual exponent forms to-day the founda­
tion of one of the greatest world-powers.' Can they not 
see that Bolshevism to-day is not merely a mob storming 
about in some of our streets in Germany, but is a con­
ception of the world which is in the act of subjecting to

* G e r m a n :  Ein Riß , . dessen geistiger Exfolient heute die Grund­
lage einer der größten Weltmächte bildet. T h is  a sto n is lu n g  s e n te n c e  

d e f ie s  tr a n s la t io n  in to  E n g lis h .
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itself the entire Asiatic continent, and which to-day in 
the form of a State stretches almost from our eastern 
frontier to Vladivostok?”

“ With us the situation is represented as if here it was 
merely a question of purely theoretical1 problems, of 
views held by a few visionaries or evil-disposed indi­
viduals. No! A  Weltanschauung has won over to itself 
a State, and starting from this State it will gradually 
shatter the whole world and bring it down in ruins. 
Bolshevism, if its advance is not interrupted, will trans­
form the w'orld as completely as in times past did 
Christianity. In 300 years people will no longer say that 
it is a question of a new idea in production. In 300 
years perhaps people will already realize that it is a 
question almost of a new religion, though its basis is 
not that of Christianity. I11 300 years, if this movement 
develops further, people will see in Lenin not merely a 
revolutionary of the year 1917 but the founder of a new 
world-doctrine, honoured perhaps as is Buddha. It is 
not as if this gigantic phenomenon could simply be 
thought awray from the modern w'orld. It is a reality and 
must of necessity destroy and overthrow one of the con­
ditions for our continued existence as a white race. We 
see the stages of this process: first the lowering of the 
level of civilization and thereby the capacity to welcome 
civilizing influences; lowering of the whole level of 
human society and therewith the sundering of all rela­
tions towards other nations; then the construction of 
an independent system of production, with the help of 
crutches borrowed from capitalist economics; and then 
as the final stage its own production to the complete 
exclusion of other countries, which naturally in those 
districts near its frontiers will one day find in it the most 
serious economic rival.”

1 German : geistige.
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“ 1 know very well that gentlemen of the Reichs­
minist ry and gentlemen representing Germany industry 
will object; We do not believe that the Soviets will ever 
be able to huild up an industry which can really be 
capable of competing with us. Gentlemen, they could 
never build up such an industry if they were confined 
to the national resources of Bolshevist Russia. But this 
industry will be built up by elements of value drawn 
from the white peoples themselves. It is nonsense to 
say that it is impossible to build up industry in Russia 
through forces supplied hy other peoples— in the past 
it was possible through the help of Germans to equip 
industry in Bohemia with all that was needed. And 
besides that: the older Russia was already in possession 
of some industries.”

“And if it be further stated: The methods of pro­
duction will never be able to keep pace with our 
own— do not forget that a lower standard of living 
will fully compensate for any advantage which we 
perhaps possess in our method of production. (Very 
true!)"

“ In any event— if European and American modes of 
thought remain in the future as they are to-day— we 
shall find that Bolshevism will gradually spread over 
Asia. Thirty or fifty years, when it is a question of 
Weltanschauungen, count for nothing. Three hundred 
years after the death of Christ Christianity had only 
begun slowly to penetrate the whole of the south of 
Europe and it was seven hundred years later before it 
mastered the north of Europe. Weltanschauungen of this 
fundamental character can still five hundred years after 
their rise display their absolute capacity for conquest 
if they are not at the outset broken by the natural 
instinct of self-preservation of other peoples. But if 
this process continues only for another thirty, forty, 'or

E C O N O M I C S
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fifty years and our outlook still remains unchanged, it 
will not then, gentlemen, be possible to say 'How does 
that concern our economic life?*!”

“ Gentlemen, the development is clear for all to see: 
the crisis is very serious. It forces us to cut down 
expenses in every sphere. The most natural way of 
economizing is always to save in human labour-power. 
Industries will continuously be forced to ever greater 
rationalization, that means increase in achievement and 
reduction in the number of workmen employed. But 
if these workmen can no longer be given a place in 
newly started occupations, in newly developed indus­
tries, then that means that gradually three national 
banking accounts must be opened: the first account is 
called Agriculture: from this national basic account men 
were formerly economized to constitute the second ac­
count. This second account was hand-work and later 
industrial production. Now an economy in man-power 
is being practised on this second account and the men 
saved from this account are driven over into the third 
account— Unemployment. With this word unemploy­
ment one is but shamefacedly seeking to put a better 
appearance upon hard facts: for the proper term is not 
'workless1 but ‘existence-less* and therefore in truth 
'superfluous1. It is the characteristic feature of our 
European nations that gradually a certain percentage of 
the population is proved statistically to be superfluous.*1 

“ It is now quite clear that the necessity for supporting 
this third account thus falls upon the other two. T hat 
increases the pressure of taxation, and the consequence 
of that will be an enforced further rationalization of the 
method of production, further economy, and a still 
greater increase in the third account.

“And to this must be added the fact that the fight 
which to-day all European nations wage for the world
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export-market results naturally in a rise of prices which 
in its reaction compels men to practise further econo­
mies. The final result which to-day can hardly be fore­
seen will in any event prove decisive for the future or 
for the downfall of the white race, and in especial of 
those peoples which in their narrow living space can 
establish economic autarky only with very great diffi­
culty. T he further consequence will be that, for in­
stance, England will carry through a reorganization 
with an eye to lier internal market, and for its protection 
will raise tariff barriers, high to-day and to-morrow still 
higher, and all other peoples, so far as they are in any 
way able to do so, will follow suit.”

“ So far all those arc in the right who regard the 
melancholy position of Germany as calling for special 
attention wiicn considering our present distress, but 
they are wrong in seeking the cause of our distress in 
externals, for this position is certainly the result not 
merely of the external development but of our internal,
I might almost say, aberration of spirit, our internal 
division, our internal collapse. I would not have it said 
that wc National Socialists have no understanding of 
the necessity for curing those ills which face us at the 
present moment. One tiling, however, is certain: every' 
distress has some root or other. It is therefore not 
enough— it matters not, gentlemen, how many emer­
gency regulations the Government issues— that I doctor 
around on the circumference of die distress and try 
from time to time to lance the cancerous ulcer: I must 
penetrate to the scat of the inflammation— to the cause. 
It is thus relatively unimportant whether this irritating 
cause is discovered or removed to-day or to-morrow, 
the essential thing to realize is that unless it is removed 
no cure is possible. It is a mistake to reject to-day a 
plan designed to cover some twenty or thirty years on
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the ground that we cannot wait so long— even for the 
consumptive it matters not if the cure recommended by 
the doctor takes three or more years. The essential fact 
is that no merely external remedy, though it may be 
quickly applied and give him momentary relief from 
pain, can remove the malady itself. We can sec that 
exemplified in a really classical form in the effect pro­
duced by our'emergency regulations. Time and time 
again the honest attempt— I grant the honesty— is made 
in some way or another to better an impossible situation 
and make headway against it, and you see that every 
such attempt has in the end precisely the opposite effect 
— it leads only to an increase in those symptoms which 
it is sought to remove. And in this I am not taking into 
account what, in my judgement, is at the present 
moment the worst evil, an evil which I would charac­
terize as not merely economic but in the highest sense of 
the word a national— ‘volkic’— evil— I mean unemploy­
ment. Always people see only six or seven million men 
who take no part in the process of production: they 
regard these men only from the economic standpoint 
and regret the decline in production which this unem­
ployment causes. But, gentlemen, people fail to see the 
mental, moral, and psychological results of this fact. 
Do they really believe that such a percentage of the 
nation’s strength can be idle if it be only for ten, twenty, 
or thirty years without exercising any mental effect, 
must it not have as its consequence a complete change 
of spirit?— and do people believe that that can remain 
without significance for the future?”

“ Gentlemen, we know from our own experience that, 
through a mental aberration whose consequences you 
can in practice trace on every hand, Germany lost the 
War. Do you believe that when seven or eight million 
men have found themselves for ten or twenty years
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excluded from the national process of production that 
for these masses Bolshevism could appear as anything 
else than the logical theoretical (weltanschaulich) com­
plement of their actual, practical, economic situation? 
Do you really believe that the purely spiritual {geistige) 
side of this catastrophe can be overlooked and that one 
day it will not transform itself into bitter reality— the 
evil curse following on the evil deed?”

" I f  the distress of Germany could be banished by 
emergency regulations, then all the great legislators of 
past millennia were but bunglers, for they in similar 
circumstances sought to regenerate the body-politic1 
in order that with the help of this newly created source 
of strength they might carry through new and salutary 
decisions. It is quite beside the mark to ask what the 
German Government intends at the present moment, 
just as it is beside the point to inquire what the German 
business world intends or wishes. The essential thing 
is to realize that at the present moment we find ourselves 
in a condition which lias occurred several fîmes before 
in the hist or)' of the world: already there have been 
times when the volume of certain products in the world 
exceeded the demand. To-day we are experiencing the 
same thing on the largest possible scale: if all the motor- 
factories in the world to-day were employed a hundred 
per cent, and worked a hundred percent., then one could 
replace the world's entire stocks of motors in four and 
a half or five years. If all the locomotive-factories were 
employed a hundred per cent, they could easily renew 
the entire locomotive material in the world in eight years. 
If all the rail-factories and rolling-mills of the world 
were employed a hundred per cent, perhaps in ten to 
fifteen years one could put the whole system of railway­
lines at present in existence once more round the world.

1 G e r m a n :  Volhftörper,
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And that holds good for nearly all industries. There has 
arisen such an increase in productive capacity that the 
present possible consumption market stands in no rela­
tion to this increased capacity. But if Bolshevism as a 
world-idea tears the Asiatic continent out of the human 
economic community, then the conditions for the em­
ployment of these industries which have developed on 
so gigantic a scale will be no longer even approximately 
realized. In that case in the industrial sphere we shall 
find ourselves somewhat at the same stage as in other 
spheres the world has several times found itself, for 
example, when the tonnage of sea-going ships was far 
greater than the amount of the goods to be carried as 
freight. Economic groups in the past have already 
suffered severe crises through these conditions. If you 
read history and study the ways by which men sought 
relief, then, in sum, you will always find one thing: the 
freight was not increased to match the tonnage but the 
tonnage was reduced to match the freight, and that, too, 
not through the voluntary economic decisions of the 
shippers, but through decisions enforced by political 
power. When a politician or economist objects : that was, 
it is true, the case between Rome and Carthage, between 
England and Holland, or between England and France, 
but to-day the business world {die Wirtschaft) decides 
the matter, then I can only reply: that is not the spirit 
which formerly opened up the world for the white race, 
which for us Germans, too, opened the way into the 
economic life of the world. For it was not German 
business which conquered the world and then came the 
development of German power, but in our case, too, it 
was the power-State {Machtstaat) which created for the 
business world the general conditions for its subsequent 
prosperity. {Very true!) In my view it is to put the cart 
before the horse when to-day people believe that by
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business methods they can, for instance, recover Ger­
many’s power-position instead of realizing that the 
power-position is also the condition for the improve­
ment of the economic situation. That docs not mean 
that one should not forthwith try to oppose the malady 
which has seized upon our economic life, although one 
cannot immediately attack the source of the malady. But 
it does mean that every such external solution ignores 
the kernel of the problem, since it fails to recognize that 
there is only one fundamental solution. That solution 
rests upon the realization that economic systems in col­
lapse have always as their forerunner the collapse of the 
State and not vice versa— that there can be no flourish­
ing economic life which lias not before it and behind it 
the flourishing powerful State as its protection— that 
there was no Cartilagini an economic life without the fleet 
of Carthage, and no Carthaginian trade without the 
army of Carthage— that it goes without saying that also 
in modern times— when blow is met by blow and the 
interests of peoples clash— there can be no economic life 
unless behind this economic life there stands the deter­
mined political will of the nation absolutely ready to 
strike— and to strike hard.”

"And here I would enter a protest against those who 
would simply sweep these facts aside by asserting that 
the Peace Treaty of Versailles is ‘according to the almost 
universal view' the cause of our misfortune. No, cer­
tainly not ‘according to the almost universal view’ but 
rather only according to the view of those who share in 
the guilt of having concluded that treaty.” (Applause.)

"T h e  Peace Treaty of Versailles is itself only theconse- 
quencc of our own slow inner confusion and aberration 
of mind. W c find ourselves— no one can doubt it— in a 
period in which the world is faced by extraordinarily 
difficult mental conflicts which must profoundly disturb
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it. I cannot escape these conflicts by simply regretting 
them, by shrugging my shoulders and— without making 
clear to myself their causes— by saying ‘What we want 
is unity’ . These struggles are not caused merely by the 
ill-will of a few men; they have in the last resort their 
deepest roots in the facts of race."

“ If Bolshevism is spreading to-day in Russia, this 
Bolshevism is for Russia fundamentally just as logical as 
was the Czardom formerly. It is a brutal regime over a 
people which cannot be held together as a State except 
through a brutal Government. But if this view of the 
world gains a hold on us, too, then wc must not forget 
that our people also is composed racially of the most 
varied elements and that therefore we have to see in the 
watchword ‘Proletarians of all countries, unite!’ much 
more than a mere political battle-cry. It is in reality 
the expression of the will of men who in their essential 
character have in fact a certain kinship with analogous 
peoples on a low level of civilization. Our people and our 
State, too, were formerly built up only through the exer­
cise of the absolute right of the lord and through the sense 
of lordship of the so-called Nordic men: it is the 
work of those sections belonging to the Aryan race which 
we still possess in our people. Accordingly it is only a 
question of the regeneration of the German body-politic 
in accordance with the laws of an iron logic: this must 
determine whether we shall find our way back to new 
political strength or not.”

“ That inner weltanschaulich unity is of no account can 
be maintained only by a man who, as a specialist on 
some particular subject, has lost all insight for the true 
formative and living forces of the nation— a statesman, 
for instance, who never leaves his office and who in 
negotiations and sittings lasting a thousand hours busies 
himself at his desk with the latest effects of the distress
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without discovering the great causes of those effects and 
consequently without discovering the great decisions 
which might remove the causes. It is quite clear that 
to-day I can easily by issuing a regulation take up an 
attitude towards this or that aspect of public life. But 
test for yourselves how far this attitude of mine can really 
have any possibility of achieving its effect in practical 
life. There is no organization in the world which does 
not as the condition of its existence pursue some com­
mon end. No organization is conceivable which does not 
regard from absolutely one and the same point of view 
certain questions of fundamental importance which are 
continuously recurring: to these questions one and the 
same answer must be given, whether it be Yes or No. 
This is true even of the smallest possible organization—  
the family. A  man or a woman may be an excellent 
person, but in their mutual union if certain necessary 
fundamental questions are not answered in the same way 
by each, then, however excellent they be, that will 
not prevent their union from becoming a source of per­
petual strife, and in the end even their life in the world 
without will suffer shipwreck through this inner discord. 
Man can fully develop the force of his activity only in 
one direction, and for a people as a community the prin­
cipal question is: in what direction will this force be 
guided— outwards or inwards ? It must turn inwards so 
soon as on certain questions there is no complete agree­
ment; for if there is no such agreement, then the indi­
vidual man is already the enemy of his neighbour, and 
then in practice his neighbour becomes for him the 
world in which he moves. For an association it is not a 
matter of indifference whether it possesses and acknow­
ledges certain fundamental principles or not. No, if one 
is to judge any human association, the decisive factor is 
the strength of the relationship between its members,
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and that strength is founded on the recognition of certain 
guiding general principles.”

“ In the life of peoples the strength which can be 
turned outwards depends upon the strength of a nation’s 
internal organization, and that in its turn is dependent 
upon the stability of views held in common on certain 
fundamental questions. What use is it for a Government 
to publish a decree with the aim of saving the people’s 
economic life, when the nation as the living object of 
that purpose has itself two completely different attitudes 
towards economics ? One section says: the pre-condition 
for economics is private property; the other section 
maintains that private property is theft: 50 per cent, 
declare for one principle and 50 per cent, for the other. 
You may raise the objection that these views represent 
pure theory: no! this theory is of necessity the basis for 
practice. Was a view only a theory when as its conse­
quence the Revolution broke out in 1918 and ruined 
Germany ? Was that a completely unimportant theory 
which in particular did not concern our economic life? 
No, gentlemen, I believe that such views, unless we gain 
a clear understanding of them, must lead to the disrup­
tion of the body-politic, for it is not true that they re­
main a matter of theory. The Government talks of 
‘Thought for the Fatherland’, but what does ‘Thought 
for the Fatherland’— patriotic thought-—mean ? Ask the 
German nation. One section professes its patriotism, 
the other says : Fatherland is a stupid bourgeois tradition, 
and nothing more. The Government says: The State 
must be saved: 50 per cent, see in the State a necessity, 
but another 50 per cent, wish only to smash the State in 
pieces: they feel themselves to be the vanguard not only 
of an alien attitude towards the State and of an alien 
conception of the State, but also the vanguard of a will 
which is hostile to the State. I cannot say that this is
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theory only. It is no question of theory when only 50 
per cent, at most of a people arc ready, when necessary, 
to fight for the symbolic colours, while 50 per cent, 
have hoisted another flag which stands for a State which 
is to be found not in their nation, not in their State but 
only outside the bounds of their own State.”

“ ‘T he Government will endeavour to improve the 
morals of the German people.' But on what moral code, 
gentlemen ? Morals, too, must have a root. What to you 
appears to be moral appears to others immoral, and 
what to you seems immoral is for others a new morality. 
The State, for instance, says: The thief must be pun­
ished. But many citizens of the nation reply: The 
property owner must be punished, for the ownership 
of properly is in itself theft. The thief is glorified, 
not condemned. The one half of the nation says: The 
traitor must be punished : the other half considers treason 
to be a duty. The one half says: The nation must be 
defended with courage: the other half regards courage 
as idiotic. The one half says: The basis of our morality 
is the religious life and the other half answers with scorn: 
The conception of a God has no basis in reality. Re­
ligions are but opium for the people.”

‘T beg you not to think, when a people has once come 
under the sway of these conflicts of Weltanschauungen, 
that one can circumvent them by the simple method of 
emergency decrees or to imagine that it is unnecessary 
to adopt any attitude towards these conflicts because they 
are matters which do not concern economics, the life of 
the administration, or cultural life. Gentlemen, these 
conflicts strike at the power and strength of the nation 
as a whole. How is a people still to count for anything 
abroad when in the last resort 50 per cent, are inclined 
to Bolshevism and 50 per cent, are Nationalists or anti- 
Bolshevists. It is quite conceivable to turn Germany into
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a Bolshevist State—-it would be a catastrophe, but it is 
conceivable. It is also conceivable to build up Germany 
as a national State. But it is inconceivable that one 
should create a strong and sound Germany if 50 per cent, 
of its citizens are Bolshevist and 50 per cent, nationally 
minded. ( Very true!) From the solution of this problem 
we cannot escape! (Loud applause.)”

“ When the present Government says, ‘We arc after 
all industrious, we work, this last emergency regulation 
has cost us sessions lasting so many hundred hours’, I 
do not doubt it. But for all that the nation is no whit 
stronger or more united; the process of internal dissolu­
tion goes on just the same. And the goal to which this 
path must ultimately lead you can only determine by a 
really great effort of careful thought. Germany possessed 
once— as the first condition for the organization of our 
people on a large scale— a weltanschaulich basis in our 
religion— Christianity. When this basis was shattered 
we see how the strength of the nation turned from ex­
ternal affairs to internal conflicts, since the nature of man 
from an inner necessity compels him at the moment when 
the common weltanschaulich basis is lost or is attacked to 
seek for a new common basis. These were the great 
periods of the civil wars, of the wars of religion, &c., 
struggles and confusions during which either a nation 
finds a new weltanschaulich platform and on this can build 
itself up anew and then it can turn its force outwards, or 
else a people is split in two and falls into chaos. In Ger­
many this process ran its course in a truly classical form. 
The religious struggles meant that the whole force of 
Germany withdrew inwards— an absorption and ex­
haustion of this force internally— while at the same time 
there ensued automatically a slowly increasing failure 
to react to great events of world-wide significance out­
side of Germany: to these events the people remains
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completely unresponsive because of its own internal 
tensions which press for a solution.”

“ It is a mistake to say that world-politics, the world- 
situation alone determined Germany’s fate in the six­
teenth century. No, our own internal condition at that 
time contributed to form that picture of the world which 
later caused us so much suffering— the partition of the 
world without Germany.”

“ And once more in an historical example on an im­
mense scale this same experience is repeated: in place of 
the lost religious unity— for the two Confessions are now 
ice-bound and neither can overcome the other— a new 
platform is discovered: the new conception of the State, 
first in a legitimist form and later slowly passing into the 
age of the principle of nationality and coloured by it. On 
this new platform Germany once more unites her forces 
and bit by bit through the consolidation of a Reich which 
had fallen into decline in the period of the old confusions 
Germany automatically and permanently recovers her 
strength in foreign politics. This increase in strength 
leads to those August days of 1914, an experience which 
we ourselves had the proud good fortune to share. A  
nation which seems to have no domestic differences and 
therefore can turn its united strength towards the world 
beyond its frontier! and scarcely four and a half years 
later we sec the process once more take its backward 
course. Internal differences appear, they begin slowly 
to grow larger and larger until gradually the people’s 
strength is crippled in face of the enemy. The domestic 
struggle gains further hold, at last there comes the col­
lapse of November 1918. That means in fact simply that 
the German nation once more is spending its whole 
strength on its internal conflicts— in its attitude towards 
the world without it sinks back into complete lethargy 
and powerlessness."
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“ But it would be a grave error to think that this change 
was effected only during the days of November 1918. 
No, even in the period when Bismarck through his 
vigorous assertion of power united Germany the welt­
anschaulich disintegration had already begun. The bour­
geoisie and proletarians stepped into the place once held 
by Prussians and Bavarians, by men of Württemberg, 
Saxony, Baden, &c. In place of the disintegration into 
a number of conflicting States, a disintegration which 
had been mastered, there begins a division into classes 
which in effect leads to precisely the same result. For 
the remarkable feature of the earlier State-disintegration 
was that at times the Bavarian preferred to make com­
mon cause with a non-German rather than with a 
Prussian. That is to say that relations with the foreigner 
were regarded as more possible than relations with one’s 
own German fellow-countryman. And precisely the same 
result is now produced by class-divisions. Once more 
a mass of people running into millions solemnly declares 
that it prefers to enter into relations with men and 
organizations of similar views and conceptions to its own 
although they belong to a foreign State, rather than with 
men of its own people who, though they are of the same 
blood as itself, do not share its intellectual outlook. This 
fact alone serves to explain how it is that you can see 
to-day the red flag with the sickle and the hammer— the 
flag of an alien State— wave over Germany, that there are 
millions of men to whom one cannot say: You, too, are 
Germans— you, too, must defend Germany! If these 
men were ready to do so as they were in 1914, they would 
have to abandon their Weltanschauung, for it is quite 
absurd to think that in 1914 Marxism would have been 
converted to the national cause. No! the German work­
ing-man in 1914 with an intuitive recognition of this fact 
deserted Marxism and turning against his leaders found
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his way to the nation, Marxism itself as conception and 
idea knows no German nation, knows no national State, 
but knows only the International.”

“ At this point I can to-day establish one fact: no 
matter what the legislature undertakes— especially by 
way of decrees and above all by way of emergency 
decrees— unless Germany can master this internal divi­
sion in Welta use!ta innigen, no measures of the legislature 
can stop the decline of the German nation. ( Very true!) 
I beg you not to think, gentlemen, that in periods in 
which people during the course of history have demon­
strably fallen into ruin their Governments have not done 
their best to govern. During the period when the empire 
of Rome was slowly breaking up the Government was 
certainly active. I might perhaps say that the rapidity of 
the action of the legislative machine seems to me in itself 
almost a proof of the decline of a body-politic. One tries 
merely through the legislative rotary-machine to veil 
from the outside world the internal division and the 
extent of the disintegration which are in fact present. 
That is the position to-day. And further I would ask you 
not to believe that at any time a Government would have 
admitted that their work was not calculated to save the 
nation. It is but natural that every Government should 
have protested against the view that its work was not 
absolutely essential; every Government has been con­
vinced that no one could be more successful than itself. 
You will never find in the history of the world a general 
who, however many battles he could enter on the debit 
side of the account, was not convinced that no one could 
have done better than he. But the essential fact will never 
alter: in the last resort it is not a matter of indifference 
whether the Duke of Brunswick is the leader of the army 
or Gneisenau, whether a system seeks to save a people 
only through administrative decrees or whether a new
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mental outlook inwardly inspires a people— whether a 
people instead of being the dead object on which the 
machinery of legislation works is by this new outlook 
restored to life as a vital factor. {Loud applause.) It is 
not a matter of indifference whether in future in Ger­
many through a legislation which is tricked out more or 
less successfully in constitutional forms you attempt to 
check the most obvious individual features in our present 
distress or whether you lead back the nation as such to 
internal strength.”

“ And if the system objects: there is no time for that 
now— it is true, gentlemen, that far too much time has 
been wasted in useless work, far too much time has been 
already lost. One might have begun the process of re­
generation in 1919 and then during the past eleven years 
Germany’s external development would have taken a 
different course. For if the Peace Treaty could be pre­
sented in the form in which it was imposed upon us, that 
was only because Germany at the time when the Treaty 
was composed had ceased to be a factor which could 
exercise any influence whatever. {Very true!) And if  this 
Peace Treaty in its application assumed the forms which 
we know and which wc experienced, then that again is 
only because in all these years Germany had no definite 
will of her own which could make itself felt. W e there­
fore are not the victims of the treaties, but the treaties 
are the consequences of our own mistakes; and if I wish 
in any way to better thesituation, then I must first change 
the value of the nation: I must above all recognize that 
it is not the primacy of foreign politics which can deter­
mine our action in the domestic sphere, rather, the cha­
racter of our action in the domestic sphere is decisive for 
the character of the success of our foreign policy— nay 
more— it must determine the success of all the aims 
which we set before us.”
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“ I take to illustrate my contention two examples from 
history: firstly, Bismarck’s idea of a conflict between 
Prussia and the House of Habsburg, the construction of 
a new Reich from which Austria was to be excluded. 
That idea could never have been realized unless, before 
one sought to transform the idea into action, one had 
created the instrument with which one could in practice 
realize one’s political purpose. It was not the political 
situation which forced Prussia to undertake a reorganiza­
tion of her army; but it was the reorganization of the 
Prussian army which Bismarck, looking into the future, 
carried through in the teeth of the madness of Parlia­
ment which first rendered possible the political situation 
which found its end at Koniggratz and which at Versailles 
founded the Reich that, since gradually it came to stand 
upon changed foundations, was later in the same chamber 
once more broken up and partitioned.”

“ And conversely: if a German Government to-day, 
applying Bismarckian ideas, tries to tread the road which 
Germany trod then and perhaps as the first step towards 
a policy of the unification of Germany seeks to establish 
a new Zollverein, a Customs Union, then the essential 
thing is not that one should formulate this aim, what is 
essential is what preparations are made beforehand to 
render possible the execution of the project. I cannot 
formulate an aim which, supported by a Press campaign 
in one’s own papers, is regarded in the whole world as a 
political aim of outstanding importance if I fail to secure 
the political means which are absolutely necessary for the 
execution of such a plan. And the political means— I 
cannot to-day put them any lower than this— lie only in 
the reorganization of an army. For whether Germany 
possesses an army of 100,000 men or of 200,000 or 300,000 
is in the last resort completely beside the point: the 
essential thing is whether Germany possesses eight million
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reservists whom she can transfer into lier army without 
any fear of falling into the same weltanschaulich catas­
trophe as that of 1918.”

“ The essential thing is the formation of the political 
will of the nation as a whole: that is the starting-point 
for political action. If this formation of will is guaran­
teed in the sense of a readiness to devote all a people’s 
energies to the attainment of any national end, then a 
Government, supported by this common will, can also 
choose the ways which one day can lead to success, But 
if this formation of the people's will is not secured, then 
every Power in the world will test the prospects of such 
an undertaking by reference to the strength of the means 
which are already prepared in its support. And it will be 
quite definitely realized that a Government which in 
foreign policy is mobilizing its resources for a great 
national demonstration while in the domestic sphere it is 
compelled to rely upon the shifting forces of Marxist- 
democratic-Centre Party-politics is never in a position 
really to carry through this plan with complete consistency. 
{Very true!) Let no one say: in such a case it is simply 
a question of a unanimous stand adopted by all. This 
unanimous stand can be attained only if all are agreed in 
a common outlook. The maxim 'to march divided, to 
fight united’ can be applied to an army only because in 
an army under a single supreme command the separate 
march is executed under orders in precisely the same 
way as is the common engagement, since both derive 
from one and the same root of command. I cannot allow 
armies to run side by side at their own sweet will and 
then expect that suddenly at a signal which an exalted 
Government is pleased to give them they should fall into 
harmony and begin a common action.”

“ That is impossible, and it is quite impossible for the 
further reason that in the last resort the catastrophe is

816



ECONOMICS

not caused so much by the presence of different points 
of view as through the licence given to these different 
points of view by the State.”

“ If anyone to-day wishes to hurl against me as a 
National Socialist the gravest possible accusation he says: 
‘You want to force a decision in Germany by violence 
and it is against this that we arc bound to protest. You 
want one day in Germany to annihilate your political 
opponents. We on the other hand take our stand on the 
ground of the constitution, and we are bound to guarantee 
to all parties the right to exist.’ And to that I have only 
one reply: translated into practice that means: you have 
a company : you have to lead that company against the 
enemy. Within the company there is complete liberty to 
form a coalition. {Laughter.) Fifty per cent, of the com­
pany have formed a coalition on the basis of love of the 
Fatherland and of protection of the Fatherland: the 
other 50 per cent, have formed a coalition on the basis 
of pacifism;1 they reject war on principle, they demand 
that freedom of conscience should be inviolate and 
declare that to be the highest, the sole good which we 
possess to-day. {Laughter.) Still it comes to a fight, and 
then all desire to stand firmly together. But if a man, 
relying on freedom of conscience, should desert to the 
enemy, then there would come the peculiar moment 
when they would have to arrest and punish him as a 
deserter, entirely forgetful of the fact that they really had 
no right to punish him. A State which— under licence 
from the State— permits the spread of the view that 
treason to the Fatherland is a duty, which allows great 
organizations calmly to declare: Our task in the event of 
war will be simply to put a stop to all military activity—  
with what right does such a State punish a traitor ? It is 
but a side issue that such a State through the madness

1 German : <7»/ dem Boden pazifistischer Weltanschauung.
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of this standpoint is reduced ad absurdum, for the man 
who would otherwise be branded as a criminal now 
becomes for onc-half of the nation a martyr. Why? 
Because the same State, which on the one hand declares 
the theory of treason to the country to be ethical and 
moral and protects it, on the other hand has the pre­
sumption to imprison a man who seeks to translate this 
view from the sphere of theory into practice.”

‘‘Gentlemen, all that is impossible, absolutely im­
possible, if one believes at all that a people in order to 
survive must turn its strength outwards. But consider 
the present situation : seven or eight millions employed 
in agriculture, seven or eight millions employed in in­
dustry, six or seven millions unemployed. Consider that, 
so far as man can see, in this state of affairs there will 
be no change, and then you must admit that Germany 
as a whole in the long run cannot continue to exist—  
unless indeed we find our way back to a quite extra­
ordinary, newly created political force working from 
within which alone may enable us once more to exercise 
effective influence abroad.”

“ For it matters not which problem of our life as a 
people1 we wish to attempt to solve : if we wish to sup­
port our export trade, always the day will come in this 
sphere, too, when the political will of the nation as a 
whole must speak a word of warning in order that we 
may not be thrust on one side by the interests of other 
peoples. I f  we want to build up a new internal market, 
if wc want to solve the problem of our living space,2 once 
again wc shall need the collective political strength of the 
nation. Yes, when it is merely a question of our value 
as allies, always we must first make of Germany once 
more a political power-factor. And that can never be

1 German : unseres völkischen Lebens.
2 German: Raum fr age- ■
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achieved by bringing before the Reichstag a proposal that 
— tlirough negotiations— we should procure a few heavy 
batteries, eight or ten tanks, twelve aircraft or, if you will, 
a few squadrons— that is entirely beside the point. In the 
lives of peoples the technique of arms has continually 
changed : but what had to remain unchangeable was the 
formation of the will. That is the constant factor, the 
condition for everything else. If that fails, no weapons 
arc of any service. On the contrary, if you were to sum­
mon the German people to a levée en masse and for this 
purpose supply it with arms, to-morrow the result would 
be a civil war, not an attack on the foreign foe. With the 
body-politic as it is to-day one cannot any longer con­
duct any practical foreign policy. Or do you believe that 
with the Germany of to-day Bismarck would have been 
able to fulfil his historic mission, that the German Reich 
could have arisen from a constitution inspired by the 
spirit which animates our own?”

‘ ‘But in speaking thus of the present system I do not 
for a moment mean to maintain that when faced with 
individual happenings one has merely to be doomed to 
silence and inactivity; what I do assert is that a final solu­
tion is possible only if internal divisions arising from 
class-conflicts can in the future once more be overcome. 
And in this I am not speaking merely as a pure theoreti­
cian. When I returned from the Front in 1918 I found 
at home a state of affairs which, like all the others, I might 
simply have accepted as an accomplished fact. I am 
firmly convinced that a great part of the German nation 
in these November and December days of 1918 and even 
in 1919 were absolutely of the opinion that if Germany 
continued in her domestic politics on this path she must in 
foreign policy hasten to a rapid end. They held therefore 
the same view as I did. There was only one difference. 
I said to myself at that time: It is not enough to realize
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that we arc mined: it is also necessary to understand 
why! And even that is not enough, hut it is necessary 
to declare war on this destructive development, and for 
that war to create the indispensable instrument.”

"It was clear to me that the world of parties as it had 
existed up to that day had broken Germany in pieces: 
on this world of parties Germany had suffered ship­
wreck. I said to myself: It is foolish to believe that the 
factors whose existence is in history inseparably bound 
up with the fall of Germany can possibly now of a sudden 
become the factors which will secure lier rise. Even1 
organization is not only the support of a certain spirit, 
but in the end also the support of a certain tradition. 
Therefore when, for example, with associations or parties 
it has actually become a tradition for the last sixty years 
to give ground before the attacks of Marxism, I do not 
believe that after the most frightful disaster they are 
suddenly capable of breaking with a tradition which has 
passed into their flesh and blood, that they can turn from 
retreat to attack, but I believe that the retreat will con­
tinue. And more than that: one of these days these 
associations will go the way which organizations always 
take after a succession of defeats: they will come to terms 
with their opponent and will try to attain by agreement 
what they cannot win by fighting.”

“ In the year 1918, as I considered the position with 
cool and considered judgement, l was hound to confess: 
it is an appallingly difficult course to come before the 
people at sudi a time and to form for myself a new 
organization. It is naturally much easier to join one of 
the existing formations and thence to seek to overcome 
the inner division of the nation. But is that at all possible 
when one starts from the existing organizations? Has 
not every organization in the last resort the spirit, the 
men who can find satisfaction in its programme and in
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its struggle? If an organization has continually given 
way before Marxism and at length one day simply 
capitulated like a coward, has it not during sixty years 
been completely filled with a spirit and with men who 
neither understand the other way nor wish to pursue 
it? On the contrary, at a period of sudi confusion, will 
not the future lie with those who are prepared once more 
to pass through a sieve the body-politic which has fallen 
into such disorder so that from out the people a new 
political leadership can crystallize, which knows how to 
take the mass of the nation in hand1 and can avoid the 
mistakes which led to downfall in the past? I was natur­
ally forced to sav to myself that it would mean an appal­
ling struggle, for I was not so fortunate as to possess an 
outstanding name; 1 was only a nameless German soldier, 
with a very small zinc identification number on my 
breast. But I came to realize that if a beginning was not 
made with the smallest cell, if a new body-politic was not 
thus formed within the nation, a body-politic which 
could overcome the existing ‘ferments of decomposition’, 
then the nation itself as a whole could never rise again. 
We have indeed in the past had a practical experience of 
that; it took 150 years before, from the fallen German 
Reich of ancient days, Prussia arose to fulfil its historic 
mission as the germ-cell of a new Reich. And believe 
me, the case is the same in the question of the internal 
regeneration of a people. Every idea must draw men to 
itself. Every idea must step out before the nation, must 
win from the nation the fighters whom it needs, and must 
tread alone the difficult way with all its necessary conse­
quences that it may one day gain the strength to turn the 
course of destiny."

"Events have proved that this reasoning was right in 
the end. For though even to-day there are many in Ger- 

1 German : in Hit Fonti.
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many who believe that we National Socialists would not 
be capable of constructive work— they deceive them­
selves! If wc were not, already to-day there would be 
no more bourgeoisie alive in Germany: the question 
Bolshevism or not Bolshevism would long ago have been 
decided. Take the weight of our gigantic organization—  
by far the greatest organization of new Germany— out 
of the scale of the nationalist fortunes and you will see 
that without us Bolshevism would already tip the balance 
— a fact of which the best proof is the attitude adopted 
towards us by Bolshevism. Personally I regard it as a 
great honour when Mr. Trotski calls upon German Com­
munism at any price to act together with the Social 
Democrats, since National Socialism must be regarded 
as the one real danger for Bolshevism. That is for me all 
the greater honour since we have in twelve years built up 
our Movement from nothing at all in the teeth of the whole 
public opinion of the time, in the teeth of the Press, 
Capital, Business, the Administration, and the State 
— in a word with everything against us. And to-day 
that Movement cannot be destroyed: it is there: people 
must reckon with it, whether they like it or not. (Loud 
applause.) And I am convinced that for all those who 
still believe in a future for Germany it is clear what their 
attitude must be. For here they see before them an 
organization which does not preach as mere theory the 
views which earlier in my speech I characterized as 
essential, but puts them into practice, an organization 
inspired to the highest degree by national sentiment, 
constructed on the conception of an absolute authority in 
the leadership in all spheres, at every stage— the solitary 
party which amongst its members has completely over­
come not only the conception of internationalism but also 
the idea of democracy, which in its entire organization 
acknowledges only the principles of Responsibility, Com-

822



ECONOMICS

manti, and Obedience, and which besides all this for the 
first time has introduced into the political life of Germany 
a body numbering millions which is built up on the prin­
ciple of achievement. Here is an organization which is 
filled with an indomitable aggressive spirit, an organiza­
tion which when a political opponent says ‘your be­
haviour wc regard as a provocation’ for the first time does 
not see fit immediately to retire from the scene but 
brutally enforces its own will and hurls against the oppo­
nent the retort, ‘Wc fight to-day! We fight to-morrow! 
And if you regard our meeting to-day as a provocation 
wc shall hold yet another next week— until you have 
learned that it is no provocation when German Germany 
also professes its belief!’ And when you say ‘You must 
not come into the street’ we go into the street in spite of 
you. And when you say, ‘Then we shall kill1 you’ , how­
ever many sacrifices you force upon us, this young 
Germany will always continue its marches, and one day 
it will completely reconquer for the Germans the German 
street. And when people cast in our teeth our intoler­
ance, wc proudly acknowledge it— yes, wc have formed 
the inexorable decision to destroy Marxism in Germany 
down to its very last root. And this decision we formed 
not from any love of brawling: I could easily imagine a 
life which in itself was fairer than to be hunted through 
Germany, to be persecuted by countless Government 
regulations, to stand constantly with one foot in gaol, and 
to have in the State no right which one can call one’s 
own. I could imagine for myself a fairer destiny than that 
of fighting a battle which at least at the outset was re­
garded by all as an insane chimera. Finally I believe that 
I have the capacity to occupy some post or other in the 
Social Democratic Party: and one thing is certain: if I 
had turned my capacity to this service, I should to-day

1 Gennari : schlagen.
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presumably be fit even to enter the Government, But 
for me it was a greater decision to choose a way on which 
I was guided by nothing save my own faith, my inde­
structible confidence in the natural forces—still assuredly 
present— of our people, and in its importance which 
with good leadership would one day necessarily re­
appear.”

“ And now behind us there lie twelve years of fighting. 
That fight has not been waged in theory only and in the 
Party alone turned into practice: we arc also ready to 
wage that fight on the larger scale. I cast my mind back 
to the time when with six other unknown men I founded 
this association, when I spoke before n ,  12, 13, 14, 20, 
30, and 50 persons; when I recall how after a year I had 
won 64 members for the Movement, how our small circle 
kept on growing I must confess that that which has to-day 
been created, when a stream of millions of our German 
fellow-countrymen is flowing into our Movement, repre­
sents something which is unique in German history. 
The bourgeois parties have had seventy years to work in ; 
where, I ask you, is the organization which could be 
compared with ours? Where is the organization which 
can boast, as ours can, that, at need, it can summon
400,000 men into the street, men who are schooled to 
blind obedience and are ready to execute any order—  
provided that it does not violate the law ? Where is the 
organization that in seventy years has achieved what we 
have achieved in barely twelve years?— and achieved 
with means which were of so improvised a character that 
one can hardly avoid a feeling of shame when one con­
fesses to an opponent how poverty-stricken the birth and 
the growth of this great Movement were in the early 
days.”

“ To-day we stand at the turning-point of Germany's 
destiny. If the present development continues, Ger-
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many will one day of necessity land in Bolshevist chaos, 
but if this development is broken, then our people must 
be taken into a school of iron discipline and gradually 
freed from the prejudices of both camps. A hard school­
ing, but one we cannot escape!”

“ If one thinks that one can preserve for all time the 
conceptions of ‘bourgeois’ and ‘proletarian’ then one will 
either preserve the weakness of Germany— which means 
our downfall— or one ushers in the victory of Bolshevism. 
If one refuses to surrender those conceptions, then in my 
judgement a resurrection of the German nation is no 
longer possible. The chalk line which Weltanschauungen 
have drawn for peoples in the history of the world 
already more than once has proved to be the death-line. 
Either we shall succeed in working out a body-politic 
hard as iron from this conglomerate of parties, associa­
tions, unions, and conceptions of the world, from this 
pride of rank and madness of class, or else, lacking this 
internal consolidation, Germany will fall in final ruin. 
Even if another batch of twenty emergency decrees is 
rained down on our people, these will not stay the great 
line which leads to destruction, but if one day the road 
be rediscovered which leads upwards, then first of all the 
German people must be bent straight again. That is a 
process which none can escape! It is no good to say that 
the proletarians arc alone responsible. No, believe me, 
our whole German people of all ranks has a full measure 
of responsibility for our collapse— a measure pressed 
down and running over— some because they willed it and 
have consciously sought to bring it about, the others 
because they looked on and were too weak to stop our 
downfall. In history the failure to act is weighed as 
strictly as is the purpose or the deed. To-day no one 
can escape the obligation to complete the regeneration 
of the German body-politic: every one must show his
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personal sympathy, must take his place in the common 
effort.”

" I f  I speak to you to-day it is not to ask for your votes 
or to induce you on my account to do this or that for 
the Party. No, I am here to expound a point of view, 
and I am convinced that the victory of this point of view 
would mean the only possible starting-point for a Ger­
man recovery; it is indeed the last item standing to the 
credit of the German people. I hear it said so often by 
our opponents, ‘You, too, will be unable to master the 
present crisis.’ Supposing, gentlemen, that they arc right, 
what would that mean ? It would mean that we should 
be facing a ghastly period and that we should have to 
meet it with no other defences than a purely materialistic 
outlook on every side. And then the distress would, 
simply in its material aspect, be a thousandfold harder 
to bear, if one had failed to restore to the people any ideal 
whatsoever.”

"People say to me so often: ‘You are only the drum­
mer of national Germany.’ And supposing that I were 
only the drummer? It would to-day be a far more states­
manlike achievement to drum once more into this German 
people a new faith than gradually to squander the only 
faith they have. Take the case of a fortress, imagine that 
it is reduced to extreme privations: as long as the garrison 
sees a possible salvation, believes in it, hopes for it, so 
long they can bear the reduced ration. But take from the 
hearts of men their last belief in the possibility of salva­
tion, in a better future— take that completely from them, 
and you will see how these men suddenly regard their 
reduced rations as the most important thing in life. The 
more you bring it home to their consciousness that they 
are only objects for men to bargain with, that they are 
only prisoners of world-politics, the more will they, like 
all prisoners, concentrate their thoughts on purely
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material interests. On the other hand, the more you 
bring back a people into the sphere of faith, of ideals, the 
more will it cease to regard material distress as the one 
and only thing which counts. And the weightiest evi­
dence for the truth of that statement is our own German ' 
people. W c would not ever forget that the German 
people waged wars of religion for 150 years with pro­
digious devotion, that hundreds of thousands of men once 
left their plot of land, their property, and their belong­
ings simply for an ideal, simply for a conviction. We 
would never forget that during those 150 years there 
was no trace of even an ounce of material interests. Then 
you will understand how mighty is the force of an idea, 
of an ideal. Only so can you comprehend how it is that 
in our Movement to-day hundreds of thousands of young 
men arc prepared at the risk of their lives to withstand 
our opponents. 1 know quite well, gentlemen, that when 
National Socialists march through the' streets and sud­
denly in the evening there arise a tumult and commo­
tion, then the bourgeois draws back the window-curtain, 
looks out, and says; Once more my night’s rest disturbed : 
no more sleep for me. Why must the Nazis always be 
so provocative and run about the place at night ? Gentle­
men, if everyone thought like that, then no one’s sleep 
at nights would be disturbed, it is true, but then the 
bourgeois to-day could not venture into the street. If 
everyone thought in that way, if these young folk had 
no ideal to move them and drive them forward, then 
certainly they would gladly be rid of these nocturnal 
fights. But remember that it means sacrifice when to-day 
many hundred thousands of SA. and SS. men of the 
National Socialist Movement every day have to mount 
on their lorries, protect meetings, undertake marches, 
sacrifice themselves night after night and then come back 
in the grey dawn either to workshop and factory or as
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unemployed to take the pittance of the dole: it means 
sacrifice when from the little which they possess they 
have further to buy their uniforms, their shirts» their 
badges, yes, and even pay their own fares. Believe me, 
there is already in all this the force of an ideal— a great 
ideal! And if the whole German nation to-day had 
the same faith in its vocation as these hundred thousands, 
if the whole nation possessed this idealism, Germany 
would stand in the eyes of the world otherwise than 
she stands now! (Loud applause.) For our situation in 
the world in its fatal effects is but the result of our own 
underestimate of German strength. ( Very true!) Only 
when we have once more changed this fatal valuation of 
ourselves can Germany take advantage of the political 
possibilities which, if we look far enough into the future, 
can place German life once more upon a natural and 
secure basis— and that means either new living-space 
(Lebensraum) and the development of a great internal 
market or protection of German economic life against the 
world without and utilization of all the concentrated 
strength of Germany. The labour resources of our 
people, the capacities, wc have them already : no one can 
deny that we are industrious. But we must first re­
fashion the political pre-conditions: without that, in­
dustry and capacity, diligence and economy are in the 
last resort of no avail, for an oppressed nation will not 
be able to spend on its own welfare even the fruits of its 
own economy but must sacrifice them on the altar of 
exactions and of tribute.”  -

“ And so in contrast to our own official Government 
I cannot see any hope for the resurrection of Germany 
if we regard the foreign politics of Germany as the 
primary factor: the primary necessity is the restoration 
of a sound national German body-politic armed to 
strike. In order to realize this end I founded thirteen
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years ago the National Socialist Movement: that Move­
ment I have led during the last twelve years, and I hope 
that one day it will accomplish this task and that, as the 
fairest result of its struggle, it will leave behind it a 
German body-politic completely renewed internally, 
intolerant of anyone who sins against the nation and its 
interests, intolerant against anyone who will not acknow­
ledge its vital interests or who opposes them, intolerant 
and pitiless against anyone who shall attempt once more 
to destroy or disintegrate this body-politic, and yet 
ready for friendship and peace with anyone who has a 
wish for peace and friendship.” (Long and tumultuous 
applause.)

For the economic plans of the Government as outlined tn 
its proclamation to the German Nation on assuming power 
(30 January 1933) see p. 112.

In his speech in the Sportpalast in Berlin on 10 February 
1933 Hitler said: “ We wish further to build up this 
people, first of all with the German peasant as its founda­
tion. He is the essential pillar on which all political life 
must rest. Since I fight for the future of Germany I 
must fight for the German soil and the German peasant. 
It is lie wtio gives us men for our cities, he lias been 
through the millennia the eternal source of our strength, 
and he must continue to be supported.” 1

From the first Hitler stressed the primary importance of 
production and increased consumption: on 1 March IÇ3 3 » 
in a speech to the National Socialist Works-Cell-Organiza­
tion, he said: “ It is not enough to give a fresh start to* 
production, but one must develop consumption-power. 
Just as for a time too much blood was pumped into

1 Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i (1935), p. 10.
1 G e r m a n :  anzukurbehi, “ to  crank u p " .
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German economic life from abroad so of recent years so 
much blood has been drawn off that the circulation has 
been stopped,

hi his speech in the Reichstag on 23 March 1933 Hitler 
said:

“ Great are the tasks of the National Government in 
the sphere of economic life.”

“ Here all action must be governed by one law: the 
people does not live for business and business docs not 
exist for capital, but capital serves business and business 
serves the people. In principle the Government will not 
protect the economic interests of the German people by 
the circuitous method of an economic bureaucracy to be 
organized by the State, but by the utmost furtherance 
of private initiative and by the recognition of the rights 
of property.”

“ A  just balance must be established between pro­
ductive intention on the one hand and productive work 
on the other. Administration must respect, by means of 
economy, the results of ability, diligence, and work. The 
problem of our public finances is also to no small degree 
a problem of economical administration. The proposed 
reform of our fiscal system must lead to a simplification 
of assessment and thus to a reduction of the costs and 
burdens. In principle, the mill of taxation must be built 
beside the stream and not at the source. These measures 
must be accompanied by a reduction of burdens through 
simplification of the administration. This reform of the 
fiscal system to be carried out in the Reich and the 
federai States is, however, not a question which can be 
settled in a moment, but only during a period com­
mensurate with the necessities of the situation.”

“ The Government will systematically avoid currency 
I D e u ts c h e  A llg e m e in e  Z e itu n g , 3 Mar. «933.
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experiments. Wc arc faced above all by two economic 
tasks of the first magnitude. The salvation of the German 
farmer must be achieved at all costs.”

“ The ruin of this class in our nation would lead to the 
gravest conceivable consequences. The restoration of. 
the remunerative capacity of agriculture may be hard on 
the consumer. Rut the fate that would await the entire 
German nation, if the German farmer were ruined, is 
not to be compared with these hardships. It is only in 
connexion with the remunerative capacity of our agricul­
ture, which must he attained at all costs, that the question 
of protection against distraint or relief from indebted­
ness can be solved. Should that not be achieved, then 
the ruin of our agriculturists would lead not only to the 
collapse of German business as a whole, but above all 
to the collapse of the German body corporate. To main­
tain our agriculture in a healthy state is the first con­
dition for the prosperity and expansion of our industry, 
of German home trade and of German exports. But for 
the counterpoise of the German agricultural class, the 
communistic madness would already have overrun Ger­
many, and thus finally ruined German business. What 
the whole of business, including the export trade, owes 
to the sound common-sense of the German agriculturists 
cannot be repaid by any sacrifice of a business nature, 
We must, therefore, devote our greatest solicitude in 
future to pursuing the back-to-the-land policy in Ger­
many.”

“ Furthermore, it is perfectly clear to the National 
Government that the final removal of the distress both 
in agricultural business and in that of the towns depends 
on the absorption of the army of the unemployed in the 
process of production. This constitutes the second of 
the great economic tasks. It can only be solved by a 
general appeasement, in applying sound natural eco-
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nomic principles and all measures necessary, even if, at 
the time, they cannot reckon with any degree of popu­
larity. The providing of work and the compulsory labour 
service arc, in this connexion, only individual measures 
within the scope of the entire action proposed."

“ The attitude of the National Government to the 
Middle Classes is similar to that adopted by them to the 
German agriculturists. Their salvation can only be 
achieved within the scope of the general economic 
policy. The National Government are determined to 
solve this question thoroughly. They recognize it as their 
historical task to support and further the millions of 
German workers in the struggle for their right of exis­
tence. As Chancellor and National Socialist, 1 feel myself 
allied with them as the former companions of my youth. 
The increase of the consuming power of these masses 
will be an important means of furthering economic re­
covery. While maintaining our social legislation, the 
first step must be taken for its reform. Above all, how­
ever, all working power will be utilized in the service of 
the nation as a whole. The waste of millions of hours 
of human labour is an act of madness and a crime that 
must lead to the impoverishment of everyone. What­
ever values may be produced by the utilization of our 
superfluous man-power, they will represent indispensable 
vital necessities for millions of people who arc now 
prostrated by misery and distress. It must and will be 
possible for our national talent for organization to succeed 
in solving this problem."

“ Wc are aware that the geographical position of Ger­
many, with her lack of raw materials, does not fully per­
mit of economic self-sufficiency for the Reich. It cannot 
be too often emphasized that nothing is further from the 
thoughts of the Government of the Reich than hostility 
to exporting. We are fully aware that we have need of
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the connexion with the outside world, and that the 
marketing of German commodities in the world pro­
vides a livelihood for many millions of our fellow- 
countrymen.”

“ We also know what are the conditions necessary for 
a sound exchange of services between the nations of the 
world. For Germany has been compelled for years to 
perform services without receiving an equivalent, with 
the result that the task of maintaining Germany as an 
active partner in the exchange of commodities is not so 
much one of commercial as of financial policy. So long 
as wc arc not accorded a reasonable settlement of our 
foreign debts corresponding to our economic capacity, 
we arc unfortunately compelled to maintain our foreign 
exchange control. The Government of the Reich is, for 
that reason, also compelled to maintain the restrictions 
on the efflux of capital across the frontiers of Germany. 
If the Government of the Reich arc guided by these 
principles, we may certainly expect that increasing 
understanding abroad will facilitate the inclusion of the 
German Reich in the peaceful competition of the 
nations.”

“ The furtherance of transport until a sensible balance 
is reached between all transport interests will be initiated 
at the beginning of the coming month by a reform of the 
tax on motor vehicles. The maintenance of the German 
Railways Company and its return to the hands of the 
Reicli as soon as possible is a task imposed upon us not 
only as an economic but also as a moral duty. The 
National Government will devote their energies to the 
development of aviation as a means of peaceful com­
munication between the nations."

“ In all these spheres of activity the Government re­
quire the support not only of the general forces in our 
nation, which they are resolved to make use of to the
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greatest extent, but also of the devoted trust and work 
of the professional official classes. It is only in cases 
where the public finances arc in dire need that inter­
vention will take place, hut even then absolute justice 
will be the supreme law governing our action.” *

At the reception by von Uindenburg of representatives of 
the workers in Berlin on i  May Hitler said that this was 
perhaps the greatest day in their lives: it would serve to 
show them “ how untrue was the assertion that the Revo­
lution in Germany was directed against the working­
man. On the contrary its innermost meaning and purpose 
is to give the millions of German working men their 
true place in the community of the people and thus really 
to build them into our holy German Fatherland.” 2

On the creation of a fund for the victims of disasters 
among loorhnen see F.Z., 5 May igdj.

In his speech to the representatives of German Agricul­
ture in the Herrenhaus on 5 April 193 j  Hitler said:*

“ If we arc able to meet again to-day under the old 
black, white, and red flag and beneath the symbol of the 
national rebirth in Germany, the greatest credit for this 
historical change in our destiny is perhaps due to the 
German farmer. . . .  As I am speaking here in the name 
of the National Government, I will speak of the tendency 
by which it is inspired. We describe ourselves now as 1

1 G erm an text: Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i (1935), pp- 
30-2; authorised English translation (as above) in The New Ger­
many desires Work and Peace, pp. 10-3.

1 F.Z., 2 May JQ33- . .
1 This speech, when one considers the audience to which it was 

addressed, is astonishingly empty of specific content ; I have included 
the translation of a few sentences to illustrate the general tenor 
of the speech.
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the Government of the German resurgence and of the 
national revolution. I3y this we mean that this Govern­
ment regards and feels itself quite consciously as repre­
senting the interests of the German nation. It must 
therefore also represent the interests of German agricul­
ture, for I cannot advocate the interests of a nation unless 
I recognize after all that the most important force lies 
in that class which actually represents the future of the 
nation. . . . History has taught us that a nation can exist 
without cities, but history would have taught us one day, 
if the old system had continued, that a nation cannot 
exist without agriculturists (Bauern). . . . Believe me, 
the resurgence which we have just lived through would 
not have been possible if a part of the people in the 
country-side had not always been in favour of our Move­
ment. It would have been impossible in the cities alone 
to conquer these starting-points which have given us in 
our action the sanction of legality. . .  . Lasting successes 
a Government can win only if the necessity is recognized 
for “ the securing of a people’s room to live (Lebens­
raum) and thus of its own agricultural class” . . . .  I 
believe that this Government which regards the main­
tenance of the German nationality as its mission— which 
again is dependent as regards its interests upon the 
maintenance of the German agricultural class— will 
never be mistaken in its decisions. It may make mis­
takes from time to time as to the means employed, but 
never in principle. . . . The German agriculturists have 
now united to form a great whole: it will in future facili­
tate the work of the Government to an unprecedented 
extent by supporting it with its enormous weight of 
numbers. . . .  We are determined to adopt now and to 
carry out in the next few years those measures which we 
know will be recognized by later generations as funda­
mentally right. . . , For fifteen years we have all, without
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exception, transgressed grievously, some of us actively 
and consciously, and others passively and tolerantly. It 
is for us, united and together, to overcome that time. 
Let the task be ever so great, if it must be solved, then 
it will be solved. In this case also the eternal principle 
applies that where there’s a will, there’s a way.” 1

The first great pronouncement to Labour was made by 
Hitler "before two million workers" on the National Labour 
Day, I  May 1933.

This is mainly a rhetorical elaboration of a few phrases:
To-day wecansingonce morethcold German folk-song 

"M ay is here, our people have awakened once more” . 
May Day ‘ ‘the symbol of class warfare, of perpetual strife 
and contention, has become once more the symbol of the 
great unification and rebirth of the nation” . . . . T he 
results of class warfare are to be seen all around us and 
we wish to learn a lesson from them, for we have recog­
nized one thing as necessary for the return to health of 
our nation: The German people must learn to know 
each other again. The millions who have been split up 
into professions and kept apart by artificial class dis­
tinctions, who, foolishly clinging to profession and status, 
cannot understand each other any longer must find once 
more the way to each other. An enormous and stupen­
dous task— we know it. . . . Nevertheless we must not 
give way to despondency and despair. What has been 
built up by the hands of man can also be destroyed by 
the hands of man; what human madness once invented, 
can be overcome by human wisdom.. . .  There follows an 
elaboration of the motto for the day: “ Honour work and 
respect the worker.”  "N ot what he docs but how he does

1 German text, D okum ente der deutschen Politik, i (1935), pp. 218­
22; official English translation (as above) in The Netu Germany 
desires Work and Peace, pp. 27-30.
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it must be the deciding factor” . . . . “What is necessary 
is to teach each class and profession the importance of 
the others. For this reason we wish to go to the cities 
and explain to them the nature and the necessity of the 
German peasantry, and to go into the country and to our 
intellectuals and tell them how important the German 
labourer is. Wc want to go to the labourer- and to the 
peasant and teach them that without a German intel­
lectual class there can be no German life, that they all 
form together one mighty body corporate: brain, spirit, 
and fist; labourer, peasant, and professional man.” 

“ This first of May is intended to bring to the realiza­
tion of the German nation that diligence and labour 
atone do not create life, unless they arc united to the 
strength and will of a people. Diligence and labour, 
strength and will, even if they work together, still need 
behind them the protection of the mighty fist of the 
nation in order that real blessings may result.” There 
follows a lengthy exposition of the theme "Germans! you 
are a strong nation, if you yourselves wish to be strong” . 
“ Germans! you are not second rate, even if the world 
wishes to have it so a thousand times. You are not 
second-class and inferior. Awake to a realization of your 
own importance. . . . Forget the fourteen years of decay 
and think of the two thousand years of German history.” 

Hitler then announced the introduction of the principle 
of compulsory labour service as an ethical idea: “ to teach 
the German nation once more that manual labour does 
not degrade or dishonour but rather does honour to 
everyone who performs it faithfully and conscientiously.”  

A t the end of the speech Hitler promised that the 
Government “ would endeavour this year to take the 
first step on the way to an organic economic develop- 

• ment, working on the fundamental principle that there 
can be no recovery which does not begin at the root of
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national and economic life, the peasant. From him the 
way leads to the labourer and then to the intellectual. 
W c shall therefore begin with the farmer and put him
first of all on a sound basis” .......... “ Our next task is the
removal of unemployment, the providing of work. This 
providing of work is divided into two main groups. First 
the private providing of work. Under this heading we 
are going to undertake a great work this year which 
will bring the buildings and houses in Germany in order 
and thus give employment to hundreds of thousands.” 
' ‘Further it is our intention to start in a large way the 
public providing of work this year. We have made a 
programme which we do not wish to leave to our suc­
cessors, the programme of road-building, a gigantic task 
which will demand millions.”  . . ,  ‘ ‘The German people 
have come to themselves. They will not endure people 
among them any more who arc not for Germany. W c 
are determined honourably to earn a recovery for our 
nation by our industriousness, our perseverance, and our 
unshakable determination. We do not pray to God; 
‘Lord, make us free.1 Wc shall work, behave as brothers 
one to another, and strive together until the day comes 
when we can stand before the Lord and say that we have 
become different, that the German nation is no more a 
nation without honour, a nation covered with shame, a 
nation at war within itself, a nation of little faith: that 
the German nation is strong again in its own will, strong 
in perseverance, and strong to make every sacrifice. W e 
will not let Him go until He bless our fight for our free­
dom and bless our German people and fatherland.” 1

1 Germ an text, Dokum ente der deutschen P o litik , i (1935), pp. 143­
5 j ; official English translation (as above) in T h e N eto  G erm any  
desires W ork a n d  Peace, pp. 3 I_7- T h e speech is singularly lacking 
in positive content : cf. the comment o f a National Socialist, who 
was present on the Tem pclhofcr Feld on thatday : "M y  first reaction 
to the speech was a feeling o f shame and indignation. T hough I
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In his speech delivered at the First Congress o f  German 
Workers on 10 May 1933 Hitler said:

“ Great upheavals in the life of peoples cannot occur 
unless, I might almost say, an urgent need for them is 
present. No revolution which profoundly affects a 
people’s life is possible unless a people’s heart cries aloud 
for such a revolution, unless certain conditions positively 
drive men to such a revolution. It is easy to effect an 
external change in the form of a State. To recast the 
inner mould of a people's life can never be successfully 
achieved save when a certain process of development has 
more or less played itself out, when a people has itself 
felt that the path which it has been pursuing is wrong: 
such a feeling may not perhaps be quite clearly defined, 
it may be only subconsciously realized, but the people 
desires to leave that wrong path: it is only because of the 
dullness and inertia of the masses that it fails to find a 
new way until from some direction or other the impulsion 
comes or until a new Movement which has already dis­
h a d  n o r  e x p e c t e d  m u c h , I w a s  n o t p re p a re d  fo r  s u c h  a  b r a z e n  
in s u l t  to  in te l l ig e n c e .  T h e  g a p  b e tw e e n  w h a t th e  F ü h r e r  a c tu a lly  

o f f e r e d  n n d  w h a t  th e  P a r t y  h ad  p r o m is e d  to  th e  w o r k e r  w a s  to o  
g r e a t ,  th e  p a lt r y  c o n t e n t  o f  h is sp e e c h  as th e  co lo ssa l c lim a x  o f  th e  
d a y ’s  p r o g r a m m e  to o  p it i f u l ly  in a d e q u a te ."  K u r t  C .  W .  L u d e c k e , 

I  knew Miller ( L o n d o n ,  (9 3 8 ), p .  563. A n d  th e  e p ilo g u e  to  th e  
s p e e c h  f o l lo w e d  th e  n e x t  d a y , “ I n  th e  m o rn in g  L a b o u r  h a d  its  

g r i m  s u r p r is e .  S q u a d s  o f  D r .  L e y ’s N .S .B .O .  {Natiouahozialistuche 
Betriebszellen-Organisation, th e  S h o p - C e ll  O r g a n iz a tio n  o f  th e  
N a z i  P a r t y )  s w o o p e d  d o w n  o n  th e  G e r m a n  T r a d e  U n io n s , to o k  
p o s s e s s io n  o f  a ll t h e i r  o ffice s  th r o u g h o u t th e  R e ic h  w it h o u t  th e  
s l ig h t e s t  r e s is ta n c e , a r r e s te d  th e ir  le a d ers, im p o u n d e d  th e ir  fu n d s , 
a n d  a n n o u n c e d  th e ir  d is s o lu t io n  . . . .  L a b o u r  b a n k s w e r e  o c c u p ie d , 
c o n s u m e r s ' c o - o p e r a t iv e s ,  w it h  th e ir  v a s t n e tw o rk  o f  s to r e s  a n d  

f a c to r ie s ,  w e r e  s e iz e d  ; In b r ie f ,  th e  c h ie f  b u lw a rk  o f  M a r x is m  w a s  
w r e s t e d  a w a y  a n d  tr a n s fe r r e d  in to  a n o th e r  s tro n g h o ld  o f  N a z is m  
w i t h  th e  m ili t a n t  n a m e  ‘ T h e  G e r m a n  L a b o u r  F r o n t '.”  ( K u r t  C .  W .  
L u d e c k e ,  o p .  c i t . ,  p . 5 6 4 .)  F o r  fu r t h e r  s ta tem en ts  b y  H it le r  o n  th is  
s u b je c t  o f  T r a d e  U n io n s ,  s e c  s p e e c h e s  o n  M a y  D a y  a n d  1 6  M a y  

* 934» PP- 8 9 z , 9 0 1 .
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cerned the new way one day constrains the people to 
adopt it. At the first moment it may desire it or it may 
apparently not desire it, but still it will advance on that 
way as soon as in its heart, whether consciously or un­
consciously, it has the feeling that the path which it has 
been following is in the last resort not the right one.”  

“ Amidst all the crises under which we suffer and 
which do but present a single connected picture, perhaps 
that which the people feels most acutely is the economic 
crisis. The political crisis, the moral crisis, are only very 
rarely felt by the individual. The average man sees in 
the experiences of his day not that which affects the com­
munity as a whole but for the most part only that which 
strikes himself. Therefore the present has only very 
rarely any consciousness of political or moral collapse so 
long as this collapse does not extend in one way or 
another into economic life. For when this happens it is 
no longer a question of some abstract problem that can 
perhaps be observed or studied in its effect on others, 
but one day the individual himself will be caught hold 
of by this question, and the more intimately such a crisis 
begins to influence his own life, the more clearly does 
he come to recognize that existing conditions cannot 
remain as they are. Then all of a sudden people talk of 
economic distress, of economic misery, and then, start­
ing from this distress, one can awaken an understanding 
for that other distress which otherwise is wont to remain 
for a long time hidden from the individual man.”

“ It is, however, natural that the different causes of this 
economic distress are, even so, not immediately recog­
nized, that all the various factors which have co-operated 
so as at length to produce this distress are not at once 
readily seen. It is also comprehensible that in such a case 
everyone tends to lay the responsibility on someone else, 
and especially on the community in general, on corpora-
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tions and the like, while in fact he himself must bear his 
share of that responsibility. So that it is a great piece of 
good fortune if one can gradually succeed in so explain­
ing such a distress that more and more people can see 
clearly its true causes; for that is essential if one is to find 
ways to mend the situation.”

"It is not enough to say that the German economic 
distress is a phenomenon resulting from a world-crisis, 
from a general economic distress, since of course exactly 
in the same way every other people could plead the same 
excuse, could adduce the same reason. It is clear that 
even so this distress cannot have its roots all over the 
world, those roots must always be found within the life 
of peoples. And though only one thing is probably true 
— that these roots are perhaps the same in the case of 
many peoples— yet one cannot hope to master this dis­
tress by the mere statement that the presence of a certain 
distress is a feature of the age; rather it is clearly a 
necessity to disclose these roots in the internal life of a 
single people and to cure the distress there where one 
can really effect a cure.”

“ Unfortunately it is precisely the German who is only 
too inclined at such times, instead of looking at his own 
internal life, to let his gaze range into the far distance. 
Our people has been so long falsely taught to think in 
international terms that even in such a distress as the - 
present it tends to treat this problem, too, from inter­
national points of view. And the result is that many of us 
simply cannot believe that perhaps it might be possible to 
remedy such a misfortune in some other way than by 
international methods. And yet that is an error. It is 
natural that international infirmities which afflict all 
peoples in one way or another must be removed by the 
peoples who suffer from them, but that in no way alters 
the fact that every people must wage this battle on its
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own behalf, and above all that no single people can be 
liberated from this distress by international methods if 
it does not for its own part take the necessary measures. 
These measures can of course find their place within the 
framework of international measures, but one’s own 
action must not be made dependent upon the action of 
others.”

“ T he crisis in German economics is not merely a 
crisis which is expressed by our economic statistics, but 
it is above all a crisis which can also be traced in the 
internal course of our economic life, in the character of 
its organization, &c. And here we can indeed speak of a 
crisis which has hit our people more severely than other 
peoples. It is the crisis which we see in the relations 
between capital, economics, and people. This crisis is 
particularly obvious in the relations between our work­
men and the employers. Here the crisis has been more 
acute than in any other country in the world. I f  this 
crisis is not solved, then all other attempts to master our 
economic distress will in the end be fruitless. I f  we 
study the essential characteristics of the German Workers’ 
Movement as it has gradually developed during the last 
half-century, we shall find that three causes conditioned 
this unique development.”

"The first cause lies in the alteration in the form of 
. business organization which determined the character of 

our economics. That cause may be traced throughout the 
world precisely as in Germany. At the beginning of the 
last century and increasingly during the century there 
takes place a transformation of our earlier— I might 
describe it as small-èowr^eo«— form of economic life 
in the direction of industrialization, and as a consequence 
the patriarchal relationship between employer and em­
ployed was finally destroyed. This process was hastened 
from the moment when share-capital took the place of
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personal property. At this point we can observe the 
beginning of an alienation between those working with 
the head and those working with the hand, for that is in 
the last resort the sole really decisive distinction.”

‘‘The word ‘property’ in itself cannot be regarded in 
this connexion as decisive, for we know that a great 
number of those who founded our industrial activity 
did not come originally from the propertied classes but 
from the working classes, that in them what was but at 
first the strength of the hand1 broadened out to include 
intellectual genius, that they became divinely endowed 
inventors and organizers to whom, my comrades, we 
to-day owe in part our present life; for had it not been 
for the skill of these men it would never have been 
possible for us to feed and sustain sixty-five millions 
within the limited territory on which we dwell. Other­
wise we should have remained an exporting country, 
an undeveloped country exporting labour and, of course, 
with that labour exporting its intellectual gifts which 
would always remain hidden: we should have been ferti­
lizers of civilization for the rest of the world. That things 
did not continue thus we owe to the countless men of 
our people who have worked themselves up from the 
depths and who through their capacity, through their 
genius, could create and secure bread for millions of 
men. Thus it is not as though we could speak simply of 
employers and employed. Our starting-point can be 
only the fact that intellect, as always in human life, rises 
imperiously above everyday capacity. This intellect it­
self, however, has never with us been the prerogative 
of birth; wc discover it in all strata of our social life, in 
all positions. It can truly be said that every stratum of 
the German people has here made its contribution.” 

“ The gradual alienation of classes which we in Ger- 
1 G e r m a n :  Fa list,-"fist”.

843



E C O N O M I C S

many experienced led to the appearance on the one side 
of the special interests of the employers and on the other 
side the special interests of the employed. This was the 
beginning of our unhappy economic development. When 
one had once started on this road, of necessity the two 
sides became ever more widely separated. Here a law 
governs human affairs: when one has once chosen the 
wrong road this road always leads one further from 
reason. That for seventy years was our experience. 
The road in all its consequences was so far removed 
from natural reason that thinking men who were them­
selves the leaders on this road, if they had been ap­
proached individually and questioned, must at once have 
admitted the madness of pursuing that course. And, as 
individuals, they have in fact always made that ad­
mission. Only through the constraint which organiza­
tions put upon them they were unable to get back on to 
the road of reason.”

“ On the contrary, the road led necessarily to further 
alienation and this tendency, as I said, was favoured by 
the depersonalization of property. And I might almost 
say that this process was apparently still further encour­
aged and strengthened on scientific grounds. There 
gradually arose an ideology which believed that it could 
permanently support the conception of property even 
though those who derived any practical profit from the 
conception no longer represented more than a minimal 
percentage of the nation. And on the other hand there 
arose the view that, since there was now only so small a 
percentage of those who enjoyed property, the conception 
of private property as such should be abandoned. The 
result was a never-ending discussion and the war over 
the conception of private property and of ‘property’ as 
such. And as a consequence this war led to an ever 
wider alienation of the exponents of the two views in our
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economic life. And the further development is again in 
part contrary to nature. So soon as the two interests 
regard their task in the intellectual sphere no longer as 
one which they sitare in common, it is clear that it is only 
organized labour which can hold its own against the 
employer, it follows as a matter of course that the 
force which continues to be personified in the employer 
can be countered only by the collective force of the 
employees.”

“ When one lias once started on this, path, then 
logically the employers will in turn form their organiza­
tion. And as a matter of course these two organizations 
will not pursue their own ends in mutual toleration, but 
they will maintain their apparently separate interests 
with those weapons which are given them: viz. lock-outs 
and strikes. In this warfare sometimes one and some­
times the other side will conquer. But in either case it 
is the whole nation which will have to pay the cost of this 
warfare and suffer the damage. And the final result of 
this development is that these organizations as they build 
themselves up, considering the passion of the German 
for bureaucratization, will continuously become more 
unwieldy and their personnel will grow constantly larger. 
And at length the organization (Apparat) will no longer 
serve the interests of its creators, but these will be sub­
servient to the organization, so that the warfare is con­
tinued in order that the existence of the organization 
may be justified, even though at times Reason suddenly 
comes and says: ‘The whole affair is madness; the gain 
when compared with the sacrifices is positively ludicrous. 
If you reckon up the sacrifices which we make for the 
organization they are far greater than any possible profit.’ 
Then the organizations in their turn will have to prove 
how necessary they are by stirring up the parties to fight 
each other. And then it may even be that the two

E C O N O M I C S

845



E C O N O M I C S

organizations come to an understanding, when once they 
have realized the situation.”

"That means: Organization A says: ‘I am glad that 
organization B exists, for then I can always find ways of 
disagreeing with it. If organization B were not there, but 
if honest fanatics were fighting in its stead— that would 
be much worse! We know quite well the people of 
organization B and we know too how to deal with them. 
One can find a way easily. Give to Caesar that which 
is Caesar’s and to the people that which is the people's—  
and to the trade union what is the trade union’s. Then 
it is simple to find a way to a "peaceful” settlement.’ The 
w'holc business becomes at times a sorry piece of theatri­
cality: there is a lot of barking on both sides, both sides 
attack each other, but in the end no one is any the worse 
— they cannot destroy each other, for in that case neither 
the trade unions nor the employers’ associations could 
survive! In the last resort all these organizations live at 
the cost of the community. This battle which leads to 
an endless waste of means, of labour force, &c., is the first 
reason for the catastrophe which slowly but surely ap­
proached.”

"The second reason is the rise of Marxism. Marxism, 
as a conception of the world with disintegration for its 
aim, saw with keen insight that the trade-union move­
ment offered it the possibility in the future of conducting 
its attack against the State and against human society 
with an absolutely annihilating weapon. Not with any 
idea of helping the worker— what is the worker of any 
country to these apostles of internationalism? Nothing 
at all! They never see him! They themselves are no 
workers: they are alien littérateurs, an alien gang! They 
saw clearly that by means of the trade-union movement 
and through a most friendly encouragement of excesses 
perpetrated by the other side they could most easily
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procure for themselves an instrument which would both 
conduct the fight and on the other hand would provide 
them with their livelihood. For throughout these decades 
political Social Democracy has lived from this battle and 
from this fighting-organization. One had to inoculate 
the trade union with the idea: You are an instrument of 
the class-war and that war in the last resort can find its 
political leaders only in Marxism. What is then more 
comprehensible than that one should also pay one’s 
tribute to the leadership? And the tribute was exacted 
in full measure. These gentlemen have not been content 
with a tithe: they demanded a considerably higher rate 
of interest.”

“ This class-war leads to the proclamation of the trade 
union as simply an instrument for the representation of 
the economic interests of the working classes and there­
with for the purposes of the general strike. Thus the 
general strike appears for the first time as a means for 
exercising political power1 and shows what Marxism 
really hoped to gain from this weapon— not a means for 
the salvation of the worker, but on the contrary only an 
instrument of war for the destruction of the State which 
opposed Marxism. To prove to what lengths this whole 
madness could go we Germans have an unprecedented 
example, as frightful as it is instructive, in the War.”

“ To-day many Social Democratic leaders, men whose 
views have been completely changed through the new 
spirit of the new age, contradict my statements: they 
assure me, with memories that are, I fancy, somewhat 
uncertain, that Social Democracy fought during the War 
on the field of battle. No! Marxism never fought, it was 
the German working-man who did the fighting. In the 
year 1914 the German working-man in a sudden— I 
might almost say a clairvoyant— inner recognition of the 

1 G e r m a n  : ein politisches Machtmittel.
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truth deserted Marxism and turned back to his people. 
T he leaders of Marxism who saw this fate breaking in 
upon them could do nothing to prevent it. A  few of them 
— very few— did indeed in this hour return to their 
people with heart-felt conviction. We know well that 
a great man who to-day we may indeed say has inter­
vened decisively in the history of the world, Benito 
Mussolini, in this hour of recognition found his way back 
to his people. There arc some, too, who did the same 
in Germany, but the great mass of political leaders did 
not follow the mighty uprising of the German working­
man; they did not draw for themselves the consequences 
to which such an uprising pointed. They did not imme­
diately go to the front as volunteers. Apparently at that 
time, in spite of all the asseverations which they make 
to-day, this inner transformation in the thoughts of men 
passed them by. Working-men fell— the leaders have 
carefully preserved themselves— 99 per cent, of them! 
They have not to their credit the percentage of dead and 
wounded which we see in the people as a whole. They 
regarded their political activity as more important. Then 
in 1914-15 they felt that their business lay in a cautious 
reserve, and later in dispatching to their posts certain 
outsiders; they saw their task in a gradual withdrawal 
from the national task. At the last their hopes were 
realized in the Revolution.”

“ We can add only one remark: had the German trade 
unions been in our hands during the war, if they had 
been in my hands, and had they been trained with the 
same false end in view as was in fact the case, then we 
National Socialists would have placed the whole of this 
gigantic organization at the service of the Fatherland. 
W e should have declared: we recognize of course the 
sacrifices entailed: we are ready ourselves to make those 
sacrifices: we do not wish to escape, we want to fight
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with you on the same terms; we give our destiny and 
our life into the hand of Almighty Providence just as the 
others must do. That we should have done as a matter 
of course. For, German workmen, we should have said, 
you must realize : it is not the fate of the German State 
which is now to be decided, not of the Empire as a con­
stitutional form, not of the monarchy: it is not a 
question of capitalism or militarism: it is the existence 
of our people which is at stake and we German workmen 
make up 70 per cent, of this people. It is our fate which 
is to be decided!”

‘ 'That is what should have been known then, and it 
could have been known. We should have known it. All 
of us would have drawn the consequences for our own 
lives and we should naturally have drawn the same conse­
quences for the trade unions. We should have declared: 
German worker, wc want to champion your rights. Cer­
tainly we should in consequence have often opposed the 
State— we should have protested against the abuses and 
the shameless conduct of the companies supplying war 
materials; we should have protested against this gang of 
profiteers, and we should have demanded that the whole 
pack should be brought to reason, if necessary with a 
halter. In the same way we should have overthrown 
anyone who refused to serve the Fatherland in the army 
or in any other way. Wc should have declared: in this 
opposition of ours we have no other end in view than the 
victory of our people, for that is not the victory of any 
constitutional form: it is the victory which maintains our 
life. And if we lose the war, it is not any constitutional 
form which we have lost: rather it will mean that millions 
of us will have lost their daily bread. And the first to 
lose that bread will be— not the capitalists and million­
aires— but those who work with their hands, the unfortu­
nate masses.”
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"It  was a crime that this was not done. It was not done 
because it would have violated the inner meaning of 
Marxism: for Marxism wanted only the destruction of 
Germany. Marxism bided its time until it was thought 
that the people and the Reich, worn out by superior 
force, would not be able to withstand the attacks from 
within. And then they struck. It was Germany that they 
struck, and first of all and hardest of all they struck the 
German working-man. For the sum of distress, of suffer­
ing and of miser)' which since that day has attacked 
millions of small families and small households in the 
German working classes the criminals of November 1918 
can never answer. To-day they have no ground for 
complaint. Wc have exacted no vengeance, Mad we 
wished to exact vengeance— wc must have killed them 
by tens of thousands!”

“ They are for ever saying that the Social Democrats 
also took their stand on the battle-field. The German 
workers took their stand on the battle-field, But even if 
at that time in some hazy way they had still felt them­
selves to be Social Democrats— in fact that was not the 
case; anyone who was at the front as a soldier knows that 
at that time no one had a thought for a party— but even 
if it had been the case, how mean it was of these leaders 
that they robbed their own people, who had borne the 
sacrifices of this struggle, of the fruitsof their sacrifices—  
of the fruits of all their suffering, of all their distresses, 
their mortal fears, their torture, their hunger, and their 
sleepless nights. They can never make repayment for all 
that through this crime they inflicted on our people. And 
above all they can never make repayment for having 
driven the German working-man into an intellectual 
isolation which did but grow the more terrible as decade 
succeeded decade. Through this mean trick of Novem­
ber 1918— the work of petty irresponsible groups— they
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burdened the German working-man with an act for 
which he could never be made responsible— that wrong, 
too/ they can never make good. For since the days of 
November ig iS  millions of Germans have held the view 
that it was the fault of the German working-man which 
caused the country’s collapse. He who himself had made 
such unspeakable sacrifices, he who had filled our regi­
ments with the millions of their riflemen— he as a 
class was suddenly made collectively liable for the act 
of the perjured, lying, degenerate destroyers of the 
Fatherland. That was the worst that could have hap­
pened, for at that moment for many millions in Germany 
the community of the people was shattered. Millions 
were in despair, others stared dully out into the world 
and could no longer find their way back to their people. 
And together with the collapse of the community of the 
people there went— absolutely necessarily— the collapse 
of German economic life. For economics is not a thing 
apart, it is a living process, one of the functions of that 
body which is the people, and its action, its whole course, 
is determined by human beings. When human beings 
are destroyed in this way, then there is no ground for 
surprise if slowly economic life as a whole is destroyed 
at the same time. The madness of individual thought is 
summed up in the madness of the thought-world of the 
whole community, and at last it destroys that whose 
destruction in its turn inflicts the greatest damage upon 
the community.”

“ T he third cause of this fatal development lay in the 
State itself. There might have been something which 
could perhaps have opposed these millions and that 
something would have been the State, had it not been 
that this State had sunk so low that it had become the 
plaything of groups of interested parties. It is no mere 
chance that this whole development runs parallel with
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the democratization of our public life. This democratiza­
tion tended to bring the State directly into the hands of 
certain strata of society which identified themselves with 
property as such, with big business (Unternehmertum) as 
such. The masses increasingly got the impression that 
the State itself was no objective institution standing 
above parties,1 that in particular it was no longer the 
incorporation of any objective authority, but that it was 
itself the mouthpiece of the economic will and of the 
economic interests of certain groups within the nation, 
and that even the leadership of the State justified such 
an assumption. The victory of the political bourgeoisie 
was nothing else than the victory of a stratum of society 
which had arisen as the result of economic laws: that 
stratum of society did not possess in the smallest degree 
those capacities which were essential for a true political 
leadership; indeed it made political leadership to depend 
upon the constantly changing features of economic life 
and upon the influence exercised by this economic life 
in the sphere of propaganda and the moulding of public 
opinion. In other words: the people was justified in its 
feeling that in every sphere of life a natural selection took 
place always on the basis of capacity for work in that 
particular sphere: it was only in the sphere of political 
leadership that there was no such selection. In the 
sphere of political leadership there had been suddenly 
adopted a principle of selection which owed its existence 
to a completely different process.”

“ While it is natural that amongst soldiers he only can 
be a leader who has been trained for that post, it was by 
no means a matter of course that only he should be a 
political leader who had been trained in that sphere and 
had besides proved his capacity; gradually the view

1 G e r m a n  o f f ic ia l  t e x t  Erscheinungen : I  h a v e  tr a n s la te d  th e  w o r d  
i n  th is  c o n t e x t  “ p a r t ie s ” . F.Z. g iv e s  Emmmwgeu.
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gained ground that membership of a certain class which 
had arisen as the result of economic laws carried with 
it the capacity to govern a people. We have come to 
realize the consequences of this error. The stratum of 
society which claimed for itself the leadership has failed 
us in every hour of crisis, and in the nation’s hour of 
supreme difliculty it collapsed miserably. Every German 
battalion performed its task otherwise. Remember 
that this people of ours still had millions of its men 
facing the enemy, and every one knows what an effort 
was needed, what resolution in each individual case was 
required to lead a troop— perhaps of the Reserve— once 
more against the enemy— with death always before one’s 
eyes to march into the zone of fire and not to hesitate. 
And at home political leaders yield and their opposition 
breaks down before a handful of miserable deserters! 
Men who had deserted because they were too cowardly 
to meet the enemy, and the home-front capitulates before 
these poltroons. Let no one say to me: ‘No other course 
was possible.’ It was only for these leaders that no other 
course was possible.”

"For any other leaders the way was marked out quite 
clearly and it would not have been possible to plead the 
excuse that one was bound to capitulate before any order 
that came from a higher authority. At certain moments 
in history there can be no orders which oblige a man or 
a Government to capitulate before disaster or to abandon 
the field in face of their moral inferiors. I believe that if 
anyone had the right to capitulate, then assuredly in 
thousands upon thousands of cases it was the German 
soldier who had had the misfortune, thanks to an unwise 
German diplomacy, to be compelled for four and a half 
years to withstand forces which nearly always out­
numbered those of his own side and who in spite of this 
— believing confidently that he was fighting for his people
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— drew the only consequence which an honourable 
soldier can possibly draw— that he must either conquer 
or die.”

“ No: what happened is due to no chance: a wrong 
development on the 9th of November was conclusively 
proved to have been a wrong development: a wrong 
construction1 on this day was conclusively shown to be 
a wrong construction, and it was but a question of time 
whether this wrong construction would finally doom 
Germany to ruin or whether from Germany itself there 
would still one day arise a force which could conquer this 
wrong construction. I believe that we arc now in a period 
when this construction lias been finally conquered."

‘ ‘And that means that we are also in a period when the 
question of the rebuilding of our German economic life 
must not only be fundamentally reconsidered throughout 
but must find its fundamental solution. The problem 
must be regarded from no merely external point of view, 
not regarded merely from above: we must penetrate to 
the inner causes of the collapse with the resolution that 
these inner causes shall be removed. I believe that imme­
diately we must begin at the point where in the last resort 
a beginning must to-day be made— we must begin with 
the State itself. A  new authority must be set up, and this 
authority must be independent of momentary currents 
of contemporary opinion, especially of those currents 
which flow from a narrow and limited economic egoism. 
There must be constituted a leadership of the State 
which represents a real authority, an authority inde­
pendent of any one stratum of society. A  leadership 
must arise in which every citizen can have confidence, 
assured that its sole aim is the happiness, the welfare, 
of the German people, a leadership which can with

1 G e r m a n :  eine Fehlkonstruktion : p e r h a p s  “ a  S ta te  b u i l t  o n  a 

f a ls e  f o u n d a t io n " .
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justice say of itself that it is on every side completely 
independent. People have talked so much of the past 
Age of Absolutism, of the absolutism of Frederick the 
Great, and of the Age of Popular Democracy, our Parlia­
mentary Epoch. Regarded from the standpoint of the 
people the earlier period was the more objective: it could 
really more objectively safeguard the interests of the 
nation, while the later period continuously descended 
more and more to the representation merely of the 
interests of individual classes (Stande).”

“ Nothing can prove that more clearly than the mere 
conception of a class-war— the slogan that the rule of 
the bourgeoisie must be replaced by the rule of the prole­
tariat. That means that the whole question becomes 
one of a change in a class-dictatorship,1 while our aim 
is the dictatorship of the people, i.e. the dictatorship of 
the whole people, the community.1 We do not regard 
position or standing in life as decisive; all such con­
siderations fade into insignificance before Destiny, before 
the millennia. Such things come— and go. That which 
abides is the substance in itself— a substance of flesh and 
blood— our people. That truly exists, that remains, and 
only to that should one feel oneself to be responsible. 
Only so will the first pre-condition be created for curing 
our worst economic evils. Only so will it be possible for 
millions of men to recover a living conviction that the 
State does not represent the interests of a group or a 
class, that the Government is not the advocate of a group 
or a class, but that it is the advocate of the people as such. 
I f  on one or the other side there are those who think that 
they cannot adapt themselves to this conception, then 
against the one or the other side the new authority must 
assert itself. It must bring to the consciousness of all that

1 G e r m a n  : einen Wechsel der Diktatur von Klassen oder Ständen.
1 G e r m a n  : die Diktatur der Gesamtheit, der Gemeinschajt.
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it does not derive its authority from the goodwill of any 
class but from a law, and that law is: the necessity of 
maintaining the people’s life."’

"And further it is essential that one should sweep away 
all those forces1 which consciously abuse human weak­
nesses in order with their help to carry into execution 
their deadly schemes. When fourteen or fifteen years 
ago and over and over again since then I declared before 
the German nation that I saw my task before the bar of 
German history to lie in the destruction of Marxism, that 
was for me no empty phrase, that was a sacred oath which 
I will keep so long as I draw breath. This confession of 
faith, the confession of faith of an individual, through my 
effort has become the confession of faith of a mighty 
organization. To-day I know that if Fate should sud­
denly call me away, this fight would still be waged and 
would never cease: and the guarantee of that is this 
Movement. This battle is for us no struggle that can be 
ended by any cowardly composition : we see before us in 
Marxism the enemy of our people and we will annihilate 
him, we will extirpate him down to the last root, without 
exception and without mercy!”

“ We know, too, that in economic life interests seem 
to be opposed to one another, that the working-man feels 
that he is being exploited and that he is in fact often 
exploited, that the employer thinks that he is being 
oppressed and is indeed often oppressed, that that which 
appears to be a gain for one is regarded as the misfortune 
of another, and that one man’s success often means 
another’s ruin. That we know and see and we know, too, 
that at all times men have suffered in this way. But pre­
cisely for that very reason is it all the more dangerous 
when an organization has as its sole aim consciously to

1 G e r m a n  : Notwendigkeit der Erhaltung des Volkstums an sich.
1 G e r m a n  : Erscheinungen.
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use these terrible features in life in order to destroy the 
whole people. Because this is so, we must annihilate any 
organization and must extirpate any doctrine which mis­
uses these natural failings which have their roots in 
human inadequacy. For we know well what is the final 
goal of this whole development, no! of this fight between 
hand and head,1 between the mass, i.e. numbers and 
quality: that goal is the destruction of the quality of the 
head. But that does not mean any blessing for numbers, 
or the rise of the working-man ; it means misery, wretched­
ness, and distress; it means final collapse.”

“ Wc see the economic distress and we arc no children 
that wrc should think that through wishing that things 
were better difficulties can be swept away overnight. We 
do not fail to take account of human inadequacy which 
will always, over and over again, play its scurvy tricks on 
men and so often once more simply bring to nought 
man’s best ideas and his best intentions. But we have 
the fixed resolution and the indomitable purpose not. to 
let things slide into collapse, but on the contrary to fight 
on wit)tout ceasing against these influences1— the whole 
of life is a battle— to oppose to them reason and to place 
in the foreground the common interest. If such an effort 
often fails for the moment— what is a failure to-day must 
surely be a success to-morrow. And if anyone replies: 
‘Do you really think that sufferings ever cease?’ then I 
answer: 'I f ever the time shall come when in this world 
there arc no longer any inadequate human beings then 
Yes: but since I am afraid that human inadequacy will 
still remain, suffering, too, will remain. The work of a 
single generation can never set things in order for all 
eternity.”

“ Every people has the duty to care for itself. Every

1 German: Faust und Slim: “ fist and brow” .
1 German : Erscheinungen.
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age has the task of itself removing its own abuses. Do 
not think that \vc wish to anticipate everything and leave 
nothing to the future. No! no! we do not wish to bring 
up our youth to live the life of idle parasites, as cowards 
to enjoy what others have created. No! what you desire 
to possess you must always win it for yourself afresh, 
always— over and over again— there must be a new 
struggle, a new fight. It is to this that we wish to educate 
men. A t the outset we refuse to instil into them the false 
notion that this struggle is something unnatural, some­
thing unworthy of man. On the contrary, we would 
instil into them the conviction that this struggle is the 
eternal condition whereby men arc selected: that with­
out this eternal battle there would be no men at all. No! 
what we arc doing to-day we do on our own behalf. 
While we master distress for to-day wc are working for 
the future, for we are showing to our successors how they 
in their turn must act, just as we from the past can learn 
only that which we ought to do to-day. If the generation 
before us had thought as folk are so ready to persuade 
us that we ought to think, we should not have been here 
to-day. I cannot admit that anything is right for the 
future which I must pronounce to have been wrong in 
the past. What life gives to me arid to us all must be 
right for the life of our successors. We, for our part, are 
therefore under an obligation to act on these principles.” 

"W e must accordingly wage our battle without any 
compromise whatsoever against the force' which has 
eaten at the heart of our German people during the last 
seventeen years, which has inflicted on us such fearful 
injuries and which, if it had not been conquered, would 
have destroyed Germany. Bismarck once declared that 
Liberalism was the pace-maker for Social Democracy. 
And I do not need in this place to say that Social

* German: Erscheinung.
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Democracy is the pace-maker for Communism. But 
Communism is the pace-maker for death— the death of 
a people— downfall. We have begun the fight against 
Communism and we shall wage it to the end. As so often 
in German history, it will once more be proved that the 
greater the distress, the greater is the power of the 
German people to find its way upwards and -forwards. 
This time, too, it will find the way; indeed I am con­
vinced that it has already found it.”

“ And with that I come to the third measure: the 
liberation of the associations—whose existence for the 
moment must be assumed1— from the influence of those 
who thought to find in them a place to which they could 
retreat at the last. Let them be under no mistake: what 
they built we regard as false. But here, too, we see that it 
was the German genius itself which within the minds of 
millions of individuals gradually awakened a feeling which 
also found its external expression in mighty organiza­
tions, although that feeling ran contrary to the will of the 
master-builders. Those master-builders would them­
selves have ruined the organizations.1 These organiza­
tions we arc taking from them, not in order to preserve 
them as a whole for the future, but in order to secure all 
the small savings which were deposited with them and 
in order to allow the German workman to co-operate as 
a partner with equal rights in the moulding of new con-

1 German : die Befreiung der nun zunächst ah gegeben anzusehenden 
Verbände. The meaning of these words is not clear to me; Hitler 
had disbanded the Social Democratic Unions on 2 May 1933 ; they 
were now no longer in existence. I take it that these words mean 
that for the purpose of his argument Hitler treats the unions as 
though they were still in existence.

: This passage (omitted from the report in F.Z.) I find very 
obscure: it apparently means that though Marxists were primarily 
responsible for the creation of the trade unions, yet the success of 
the trade unions was due not to their builders but to the genius of 
the German people which found its own expression through them.
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ditions, in order to give him the opportunity of coming 
forward with us on a footing of equality.”

“ No State is to be built up in opposition to the work­
man : no! it will be fashioned with his help. The German 
workman must not have the feeling that he is regarded 
as an outlaw, branded and proscribed. On the contrary, 
while we are still in this early stage of the coming into 
being and the formation of the new State we want to 
inoculate him from the first with the feeling that he is 
a German on a footing of equal rights, and equal right 
is never in my eyes anything else than the glad assump­
tion of equal duties. One must not always be talking of 
rights : there are duties, too. The German workman must 
banish from the minds of millions belonging to the other 
side in politics the conviction that he is without any 
sympathy for the German people and its revival. Cer­
tainly there are elements who do not wish for that revival. 
But so there are also on the Right amongst our people. 
Destiny will pursue its way in spite of them all! It will 
find folk in Germany who with pure (heiligem) heart and 
complete honesty wish nothing else than the greatness 
of their people. The different strata of society must come 
to a mutual understanding and learn to comprehend each 
other. If sometimes perhaps doubt should return, if  the 
stern realities of life should here and there play a nasty 
trick upon us, then we wish to serve as honest brokers. 
Then it will be the task of the Government to act as a 
completely honest and honourable broker, to rejoin the 
hands which seek to separate themselves from each other, 
and again and again to bring to the consciousness of the 
German people: you must not throw each other over: 
you must not break with each other on externals, you 
must not desert each other simply because the course of 
events through centuries has perhaps gone along ways 
which in detail wc cannot regard as happy; but over and
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over again you must constantly remind yourselves that 
all of you have the duty of maintaining your national life. 
Then a way can be found: a way must be found! It can 
never be said that the way which leads to the nation’s life 
has become impracticable because the hour perhaps 
presents difficulties. The hour will pass, but the nation’s 
life must remain and will remain.”
 ̂ ‘ ‘Thus the unification of the German Workmen’s 
Movement has a great moral significance. When we 
complete the reconstruction of the State which must be 
the result of very great concessions on both sides we 
want to have two parties to the contract facing each other 
who both are in their hearts on principle nationally 
minded, who both look only to their people, and who 
both on principle are ready to subordinate everything 
else in order to serve the common weal. Only if that is 
possible from the first can I believe in the success of our 
efforts. It is the spirit from which efforts spring that 
helps to decide the issue. There must be no conquerors 
and no conquered: our people must be the only con­
queror— conqueror over classes and castes, and conqueror 
over the interests of these single groups in our people! 
And thereby we shall come naturally to a nobler con­
ception of work. That, too, is an achievement which 
cannot be realized overnight. Just as many centuries are 
needed for a conception to undergo a gradual change, so 
with us we shall need centuries before we can restore 
to the people the original meaning of these ideas. But 
the Movement which I and my fellow-fighters represent 
will, nothing daunted, exalt the word ‘Worker’ till it 
becomes the great title of honour of the German nation. 
It is not without a purpose that we introduced this word 
into the name of our Party. Not that this word has ever 
brought us any great profitl On the contrary it has 
brought us on the one side hatred and enmity, and on the
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other side misunderstanding. But we have chosen this 
word because we wished with the victoryof our Movement 
to raise this word, too, victoriously. We have chosen 
it that at last in this word a second foundation should 
be found alongside of the conception of the people: that 
second basis is the unification of Germans. For he who 
is possessed by a really noble purpose cannot do other­
wise than proudly confess his loyalty to this word."

"Personally, I am against all honorary titles, and I do 
not think that anyone has much to accuse me of on this 
score. What is not absolutely necessary for me to do that 
I do not do. I should never care to have visiting cards 
printed with the titles which in this earthly world of ours 
are given with such ceremony. I do not want anything 
on my gravestone but my name. All the same, owing to 
the peculiar circumstances of my life, I am perhaps more 
capable than anyone else of understanding and realizing 
the nature and the whole life of the various German 
castes. Not because 1 have been able to look down on 
this life from above but because I have participated in it, 
because I stood in the midst of this life, because Fate, in 
a moment of caprice or perhaps fulfilling the designs of 
Providence, cast me into the great mass of the people, 
amongst common folk. Because I myself was a labouring 
man for years in the building trade and had to earn my 
own bread. And because for a second time I took my 
place once again as an ordinary soldier amongst the 
masses, and because then life raised me into other strata 
{Schichten) of our people so that I know these, too, better 
than countless others who were born in these strata. So 
Fate has perhaps fitted me more than any other to be the 
broker— I think I may say— the honest broker for both 
sides alike. Here I am not personally interested; I am 
not dependent upon the State nor on any public office; 
I am not dependent upon business ( Wirtschaft) or in-
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dustry or any trade union. I am an independent man, 
and I have set before myself no other goal than to serve, 
to the best of my power and ability, the German people, 
and above all to serve the millions who, thanks to their 
simple trust and ignorance and thanks to the baseness of 
their former leaders, have perhaps suffered more than 
any other class,"

"1  have always professed that there is nothing finer 
than to be the advocate of those who cannot easily defend 
themselves. I know the masses of my people, and there 
is only one thing which I should always wish to say to 
our intellectuals: every Reich that is founded only on 
the classes which represent intellect and intelligence1 has 
weak foundations. I know this intellect: always so subtle, 
always inquiring, but also always uncertain, always hesi­
tating, vacillating from side to side— never steadfast! He 
who would construct a Reich on these intellectual classes 
alone will find his building insecure. It is no chance that 
religions are more stable than constitutional forms. 
Generally they tend to sink their roots deeper into the 
soil: they would be unthinkable in the absence of the 
masses of the people. I know that the intellectual classes 
fall all too easily a victim to that arrogance which measures 
the people according to the standards of its knowledge 
and of its so-called intelligence: and yet there are things 
in the people which very often the intelligence of the 
‘intelligent’ does not see because it cannot see them. The 
masses are certainly often dull, in many respects they are 
certainly backward, they are not so nimble, so witty, or 
intellectual (geistig): but they have something to their 
credit: they have loyalty, constancy, stability."

“ I can truly say: the victory of the Revolution would 
never have come if my companions, the mass of our small 
fellow-countrymen, had not stood behind us in unex-

1 German : des intellektuellen Verstandet.
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ampled loyalty and with a constancy that nothing could 
shake. I can think of nothing better for Germany than 
that we should succeed in bringing into the new State 
these men who still stand outside the ranks of our fighters 
and in forming out of them a sure foundation for the 
new State. A  poet once said: ‘Germany will be at its 
greatest when its poorest sons arc its most loyal citizens.’ 
These poorest sons I came to know during the four and 
a half years of service as a rifleman in the World War. 
I came to know those who perhaps had nothing to 
gain for themselves: it was simply from the voice of the 
blood, from the feeling that they belonged to their people 
that they became heroes. No people has a greater right 
than our German people to raise monuments to its Un­
known Soldier.1 We must win for the State, we must 
capture for the coming German Reich, our Third Reich, 
this indomitable guard which has held its ground in 
countless battles, which never wavered and never yielded, 
which has given a thousand examples of unparalleled 
courage, of loyalty, of readiness for sacrifice, of discipline, 
and of obedience. That is perhaps the greatest treasure 
which we can give to our State. Because I know this 
people better than any other, and at the same time know 
the rest of the people, I am not only ready in this case 
to undertake the role of an honest broker but I am glad 
that destiny can cast me for the part. I shall never in my 
life have any greater reason for pride than when at the 
end of my days I can say; I have won the German 
working-man for the German Reich.” 2

A fte r  the assumption o f  pmocr by the N a tion a l Socialists 
men were generally removed from  positions in business life 

to make room fo r  members o f  the Party.

1 German: Musketier.
1 Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i (1935), pp. 154-69.
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In  a speech delivered in the Reich Chancery to the Reich 

Com missioners on 6 J u ly  i ç j j  Hitler said:
“ Direction must not be changed until the right men 

have been found for the change. More revolutions have 
been successful at the outset than have, when once suc­
cessful, been arrested and brought to a standstill at the 
right moment.”

“ The revolution is not a permanent state of affairs, 
and it must not be allowed to develop into such a state. 
The stream of revolution released must be guided into 
the safe channel of evolution. The most important point 
in this connexion is the education of the individual. The 
present state of affairs must be improved, and the men 
who incorporate it must be educated up to the National 
Socialist view of the State. We must therefore not dis­
miss a business-man if he is a good business-man even 
if he is not yet a National Socialist; and especially not 
if the National Socialist who is to take his place knows 
nothing about the business. In business, ability must be 
the only authoritative standard. . .

“ History will not judge us according as to whether we 
ha ve removed and imprisoned the largest number of econo­
mists but according as to whether we have succeeded 
in providing work. We have now absolutely the power 
to enforce our will everywhere. . .

“ T he ideas of the Programme oblige us not to act like 
fools and upset everything but to realize our trains of 
thought wisely and carefully. In the long run our 
political power will be all the more secure, the more we 
succeed in underpinning it economically. The Retch 
Commissioners must therefore see to it and are respon­
sible that no organizations or party offices assume the 
functions of government, dismiss individuals and make 
appointments to offices, to do which the Government of the 
Reich alone and thus, with regard to business, the Reich
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Minister of Economics, is competent. The Party has 
now become the State. AH power is invested in the Reich 
Government. We must prevent the centre of gravity of 
German life being once more shifted to different quarters 
or even organizations. There is no longer any authority 
emanating from any one part of the Reich but only that 
based O n  the idea of the German nation as a whole/’1

In an interview with Anne O 'Ilare McCormick (reported 
in the “ New York Times” of 10 July 1933) Hitler was 
asked whether he intended to concentrate his energies upon 
the problem of unemployment : “ Wholly!" he exclaimed 

fanatically. “ I am thinking first of those in Germany 
who are in despair and who have been in despair for 
three years. Last week we reduced unemployment by 
126,000. What does anything else matter?". . .

"You ask me what wc arc going to do on the economic 
front", Herr Hitler began. “The first big step is the pro­
gramme of public works. But let us first see what arc 
our problems and why wc had to have the resolution to 
solve them. What was the situation when I was called to 
assume power?"

“ We had between six and seven million people with­
out work. Our business organism was without confidence 
and without life. Our governmental machine was with­
out authority. Our individual citizens were without 
regard for the interests of the State. Our professional 
and business organizations were full of egoism and iso­
lated private aims.”

"As for relief measures for such paralysis, first, busi­
ness, to revive, must practice new methods, adopt new 
principles, and develop a new mind. Germany, for in­
stance, is still to be motorized. The automotive industry

1 German text : Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i (1935), pp. 58­
9 ; official English translation (as above) in The New Germany desires 
Work and Peace, pp. 65-6.
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has been and is being reorganized to make cars that can 
be owned by persons with small incomes.'’

“ The reason I admire Ford is not because he pioneered 
in standardizing production, but because he produces for 
the masses. That little car of his has done more than 
anything else to destroy class differences. You may envy 
the man who owns a better machine than yours, but you 
don’t hate him” . . . .

“ A  second remedy” , he continued, “ is an entirely new 
mental attitude on the part of the Government. We are 
cutting red tape drastically. We are plowing through the 
bureaucratic hierarchy that stifled us. Wc have to reduce 
the Government’s cost and its size.”

“ Thirdly, the nation has been put into a new relation 
both to business and government. The underlying idea 

‘ is to do away with egoism and to lead the people into the 
sacred collective egoism which is the ‘nation’ . . .

“ Remember, I am prescribing only for Germany, not 
for the world, and no outside criticism will deflect me 
from the course I have mapped out. I admire Premier 
Mussolini because during many years he has carried out 
his plans regardless of ridicule and obstruction. I have 
sympathy with President Roosevelt because he marches 
straight towards his objective over Congress, over lobbies, 
over stubborn bureaucracies."

“ Our turn has come for an economic overhauling, for 
new roads, subways, electric railways, the reclamation 
and decentralizing of industry and for new handicrafts.”

In  a speech1 delivered in Berlin on 13  Ju ly  1933, ad­

dressed to officials o f  the P a rty , H itler said:

"Political power we had to conquer rapidly and at one 
blow : in the economic sphere other laws of development

1 The speech lasted two and a half hours : only an extremely brief 
summary appeared in the Press.
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must determine our action. Here advance must be made 
step by step, without radical destruction of that which 
now exists and without endangering the basis of our own 
life. One cannot build up the economic life of Germany 
with bureaucratic constructions. The full use of indi­
vidual capacities has made us great, and only so can our 
great work of reconstruction be successful. That higher 
achievement should have to make way for a lesser achieve­
ment cannot be permitted.. . .  In the economic as in the 
political sphere tasks and rights must be determined by 
achievement.” . . .

"The tempo of our influence upon economic life, the 
rate at which we can occupy posts in the economic sphere 
thus depends upon the training up of a succession of 
economic leaders. . . .  It is a principle of the National 
Socialist Party not to make a fresh appointment to any 
post until they have at their disposal a more capable 
person whose capacity had been demonstrated by his 
achievement.". . . H itler said that what specially inter­
ested him in the sphere of economics was simply his task 
for the future to bring back into work the German people 
and to restore its full force as a consumer. Therefore 
he welcomed the recognition recently accorded at Geneva 
to the achievements of Germany in its fight against un­
employment.1

When in Ju ly  1Ç33 H itler was interviewed by the editor 

o f  the Turkish paper "M illiy e t”  he said that the move­
ment in modern Turkey had been for him "a shining 
star” . Turkey had based itself upon the primitive native 
peasantry of Anatolia, and similarly one of Germany’s 
greatest tasks was the building up {A u fbait) of the 
German peasant class.2

In  his appeal on the inauguration o f  the “ W inter-H elp

* V.B., 14 July 1933. » F.Z., 22 July 1933.
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Fund" (13 September 1933) Hitler said that within Ger­
many the National Socialists had for many years opposed 
the Marxist conception of international solidarity: in it 
they had seen only the enemy of any national outlook, 
“ a phantom which did but draw men away from the 
only possible reasonable solidarity— the solidarity which 
is eternally based on community of blood.. . .  We have 
broken the international Marxist solidarity within our 
people in order to give to the millions of our German 
working-men another and a better solidarity: it is the 
solidarity of our own people— a unity which none can 
sever, not merely in good fortune but in bad days too.. . .  
And if this conception of national solidarity is to be 
rightly conceived, it must be conceived as sacrifice. . . . 
True national solidarity can never find its meaning in 
receiving, but only in giving. . . .  If the whole people 
lias fully understood that these measures (for the raising 
of money for the Winter-Help Fund) must imply a sacri­
fice for everyone, then from these measures there will 
result not only an alleviation of material distress, but 
something much mightier than that— the conviction that 
the community of the people is no empty idea but that 
it is a living force.. . . We shall be able to overcome the 
difficult times ahead of us only if our people holds to­
gether like a single block of steel. . . . This great enter­
prise directed against hunger and cold must stand under 
the motto: 'The international solidarity of the prole­
tariat wc have broken: in its place we wish to build up 
the living national solidarity of the German people.’ ” 1

O n 20 September 1933 in B erlin  H itler addressed the 

G eneral Economic Council (Generalrat der W irtschaft): 

he said:

"Economic development can never be separated from
' Dokumente der deutschen Politik, : (1935), pp. 169-71.
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political development. Power lias ever been the Path­
finder for economic progress.' In the past eight months 
wc have created a strong pedestal on which our economic 
life can take its stand.” . . . “ Business {Wirtschaft) can 
now once more make long-term plans since with this 
Government there is no fear that to-morrow or the day 
after it will be no longer there.”

A new general attack on unemployment would be 
begun in the spring (1934). This would need for its 
success a great educational effort both on the part of the 
Government and of those engaged in business. “ It was 
above all essential to combat the ideology which preaches 
that man should free himself from wants2 and should 
systematically restrict his requirements— that is the cult 
of primitivism proclaimed by Communism. This Bol­
shevist ideal of the gradual backward development in­
creasingly lessening the claims made by civilization must 
inevitably lead to the destruction of the national economy 
and of the whole of life. This ideology is founded upon 
a jealousy of one’s neighbour, upon the fear of any out­
standing achievement: its basis is a mean and envious 
outlook. This doctrine of the backward development 
into primitivism leads to a cowardly, timid spirit of 
acquiescence and therefore represents an enormous 
danger for humanity. The decisive thing is not that all 
should restrict themselves but that all should strive to 
advance and to better themselves. German economic life 
can continue only if a quite definite level of requirement 
is maintained, and if the German people demand for 
themselves a quite definite standard of civilization.” 3

1 German: Wegbereiterin der Wirtschaft.
1 German : die Ideologie der Dediirjnisìosigkeil.
1 F.Z., 22 Sept. 1933. Hitler in this speech outlined the p la n s  

of the Government for freeing the communes from debt, for 
relieving the farmers and for repairing houses, but in  the very b r ie f  
printed summary of the speech his words arc not reported.
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On 23 September 1933 the work upon the new motor- 
road (Autobahn) from Frankfurt to Heidelberg was begun. 
Hitler in his speech said that the significance of the vast 
work on which they were entering would be fully appre­
ciated only in later decades- They were creating new 
arteries for traffic. Six thousand four hundred kilometres 
of new motor-roads were planned as a first step in the 
fight against unemployment. This fight must be waged, 
for “ we have promised the nation that we will remove 
its present distress. When that promise was made we 
asked for four years and we wish to use these four years 
for the profit and advantage of our German people and 
therefore primarily on behalf of the German workman. 
. . . The best possible way to bring the German people 
back into work is, as I see it, to set German economic life 
once more in motion through great monumental works. 
. .  . We arc determined to build on the idea of respect for 
work whatever its external appearance may be; . . .  the 
people must understand that all work which is necessary 
ennobles the man who docs it: only one thing is shame­
ful— to contribute nothing to the community of the 
people, towards the maintenance of the people’s life .. . .  
This is not merely the hour in which we begin the build­
ing of the greatest network of roads in the world: this 
hour is at the same time a milestone on the road towards 
the building up of the community of the German 
people.” 1

Hitler in his speech at the Harvest Thanksgiving Celebra­
tion on the Bückeberg on 7 October 1933 said that since 
the last harvest a revolution of historical significance had 
occurred : a party-Statc had fallen, a State of the people 
— a Volksstaat— had arisen.. . .  “ National Socialism takes 
as the starting-point of its views, its positions, its de­

' F.Z., as Sept. 1933.
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cisions, neither the individual nor humanity. It puts 
consciously into the central point of its whole thinking 
the people. This people is for it a blood-conditioned 
entity1 in which it sees a God-willed building-stone of 
human society. The individual is transitory, the people 
is permanent. If the liberal Weltanschauung in its deifica­
tion of the single individual must lead to the destruction 
of the people, National Socialism, on the other hand, 
desires to safeguard the people as such, if necessary even 
at the expense of the individual. It is essential that the 
individual should slowly come to realize that his own 
ego is unimportant when compared with the existence 
of the whole people, and that therefore the position of 
this single ego is exclusively determined by the interests 
of the people as a whole, . . . above all he must realize 
that the freedom of the mind and will of a nation are to 
be valued more highly than the individual’s freedom of 
mind and will, and that the higher vital interest of the 
community as a whole must here set limits to the inter­
ests of the individual and must lay duties upon him.”  
Work as such must not have different values put upon 
it: the work of brain and of hand are of equal value if 
they serve the safeguarding of the community: National 
Socialism desires "not merely a glorification of work but 
also a conscious defence of those who through their work 
safeguard our people. . . . And the first and profound - 
est representative of the people is that section which 
nourishes men from the fertility of the soil and which 
maintains the continued existence of the nation through 
the fertility of its family.”  The farmer is for National 
Socialism "the surest support of the present, the sole 
guarantee for the future.”

"W e know that the ruin of the German fanner would

1 German: Dieses Volk ist für ihn eine blutmäßig bedingte 
Erscheinung. .
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be the end of the German people. The aim of our politi­
cal fight and struggle is not the winning— not to speak of 
the conquest— of foreign peoples, but the maintenance 
and safeguarding of our own people. Therefore we reso­
lutely champion the interests of the German fanning 
class. And here we know no compromises, no half­
measures. A glance at our population statistics shows us 
that even to-day the future of the nation is solely depen­
dent on the maintenance of the farmer. It is therefore the 
primary task of statesmanship to maintain in all circum­
stances and by every means this element on whose life the 
continuance or destruction of our people depends.”

Handworkers faced with annihilation, an impoverished 
middle-class, ruined industries, depopulated cities can 
alt be regenerated, but “ if the farmers as a class are 
destroyed they cannot be summoned back to life at will, 
even though thoughtless statesmanship should perhaps 
later recognize its earlier mistakes. The city-dweller 
who loses his business can always found a new one, the 
farmer once driven from his land is generally, as a farmer, 
ruined for ever.”  The final decision on the success or 
failure of all our National Socialist effort depends on our 
success in saving our farmer class, in learning from the 
errors of the past and substituting better methods for 
those which have failed. Hitler said that many might 
for the moment misunderstand the steps taken by the 
Government, but the tide had now turned and no one 
could deny the Government’s goodwill and its deter­
mination to do its best for the people. He now appealed 
for the co-operation of the farmers: “You must be the 
class which does notprovidemerely the people's food; you 
must also supply the strength of will.1. . .  The sacrifices 
which town and country now make to save our needy 
fellow-countrymen will become a capital which one day

1 G e r m a n  : nicht mtr der Nähr-, sondern, . ,  auch der WUlensstand.
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will benefit all alike. Thereby the unity of town ancl coun­
try, of farmer and workman will be declared with mightier 
effect than a thousand speeches could achieve. And at 
the last here, too, Fate will reward the undaunted and 
the honourable. . . . We desire consciously through the 
Festival of Labour [May Day] and through the Harvest 
Festival to show forth the spirit which inspires us and 
the way which we arc determined to pursue. . . . And 
of our God at this hour we would humbly pray that in 
the future, too, He would give His blessing upon our 
labour for our daily bread.” 1

In  a speech delivered on the anniversary celebration (14  
January 1934) o f  the N ational Socialist electoral victory  

in Lippe-D etm old o f  January 1933 H itler spoke o f  the 
tasks which lay before the Government. H e  said: “ I am 
not reckoning with the years 1934 and 1935. I am 
reckoning with the eternal quality of our people. I f  our 
people becomes a united people to-day, to-morrow, or 
the day after, in ten, twenty, or it may be fifty years, it 
matters not. The decisive consideration is that laws 
should not be passed in order to maintain a Government, 
but only to serve the influence, the continuance, the 
maintenance of a people. That is the test by which the 
whole of our legislation must be judged: it is not a 
question whether this or that law has its effect next year 
or a year later. . . . Wc have no need to struggle for 
popularity, for our names are already inscribed in the 
history of Germany. Wc must think in great periods and 
not for the moment. The greatest of thoughts must be 
the goal of our effort; we must once again give to our 
youth a great ideal. For how can we create for the future 
if these great aims do not stand before us ? And if they 
are crowned with success only after decades or centuries, 

1 Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung, 3 Oct. 1933.
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it is to the great German future that we must direct our 
thoughts.” . . .

“ Already we have two million fewer unemployed than 
we had a year ago. . . .  1 have the firm conviction that 
the coming year will bring this economic policy of ours 
to a successful conclusion. I have the sure confidence 
that we shall complete this programme. When on the • 
one hand \vc have millions of men ready to work and 
on the other side the treasures of our soil and the possi­
bility of work, when in the German people folk are crying 
out for goods to consume, when there is a need for the 
products of labour, it would be a sorry thing if an iron 
will failed to reach its goal.” • *

“ It is a question of organization how to bring into 
play these labour resources in our German people. There 
is at least one necessary condition: there must be a single 
will and a single will must lead. And when anyone says 
to me that I may make mistakes, then my answer is: I 
know that quite well, but if I make ten decisions and only 
one of them is mistaken then I can accept responsibility 
for that mistake. But as for the others— they did nothing: 
of ten decisions taken, not one was carried into execution.1

In his speech in the Reichstag on 30 January 1934 Hitler 
said:

“ The application of the principles of the National­
Socialist Movement in the domain of economics was all 
the more difficult because in this case three pressing 
tasks had at first to be undertaken at once:
“ 1. It was necessary, in order to rescue the peasantry 

who were in danger of complete ruin, to adopt com­
mercial measures of price control and to pass legisla­
tion to give the peasantry once more a powerful and 
indestructible support.”

1 F . Z . ,  16 Jan. 1934.
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“ 2. The constant spread of general corruption necessi­
tated an immediate and fundamental freeing of our 
economic life from unscrupulous speculation and 
profiteering.”

“ 3. The task of finding work again for 6,500,000 un­
employed forbade the adoption of theories whose 
superficial attractiveness only too easily leads one 
to overlook their present impracticability and use­
lessness. For, at the moment when the National 
Socialists took over the government, there was one 
unemployed in Germany for every two men at work. 
If the number of the unemployed had increased, 
which was not only to be feared but to be expected, 
the position would soon have been reversed, and 
we should have reached a hopeless state of affairs.”

‘ ‘The hunger of these 6,500,000 unemployed could 
not be appeased by the Marxist practice of dangling fine 
theories before their eyes, but only by providing actual 
work.”

“And so in this year \vc have already carried out the 
first general attack against unemployment. In a fourth 
of the time I asked for before the March elections work 
has been found for one-third of these unemployed. The 
attack was carried out concentrically from all sides, which 
was the only way in which success was possible.

“ Whilst we look back at the past year to-day, we are 
getting ready— armed with the experience gained— to 
launch a fresh attack against this distress. The interplay 
of the motive power of the State and private initiative 
and energy was, however, only possible owing to the 
returning confidence of the people in their Government 
and in the stability of an assured economic and legal 
system.”

"Many of our opponents feel called upon to belittle 
our work by remarking that the whole nation participated
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in it. Good, it is our greatest pride that we really suc­
ceeded in getting the whole nation together and in help­
ing them to work out their own salvation. For it was 
only in that way that we could master tasks which had 
defeated many previous Governments because they were 
bound to be defeated for lack of this confidence.’*

“ And finally it was only in this way that it was 
possible to bring this gigantic practical work, which was 
partly undertaken on the spur of the moment, into close 
relationship with our ideal principles.”

“ The primitive formula that the people is not there 
for business, nor business for capital, but that capital must 
serve business and business serve the people was already 
in this year the guiding principle for all the measures 
adopted by the Government.”

“ And it is to this, above all, that we must ascribe the 
fact that wc were able to secure the adoption of the 
Government’s great practical and actual suggestions 
with understanding and readiness. Thus it was possible, 
by tax concessions and wisely applied Government sub­
sidies, to stimulate production to an extent which most 
of our critics considered completely impossible twelve 
months earlier.”

“ Many of the measures adopted in this connexion 
will only be fully appreciated in the future; in particular 
the stimulation of the motorization of traffic in Germany 
in connexion with the construction of the system of 
special motoring roads. This has provided a solution of 
the old rivalry between the railways and the motor 
vehicle which will one day be of the greatest advantage 
to the whole German people.”

“ We were clearly aware that in order to get industry 
going again in this first year we must begin by providing 
a certain minimum of employment in order, by means 
of the thereby increased power of consumption of the
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broad masses, gradually to start the production of the 
higher classes of commodities.”

“ In all this an attempt was made to restore order in the 
completely disorganized finances of the Reich, the States 
and the Communes by far-reaching measures on the one 
hand and the most stringent economy on the other.”

“ The extent of our economic recovery may be judged 
most clearly from the great decrease in the numbers of 
unemployed and the no less important increase in the 
entire national income which is now borne out by 
statistics."1

In a speech which inaugurated the second year's battle 
against unemployment addressed to workers on the new 
motor-road— Munich to the frontier— at Unterhaching on 
21 March 1934 Hitler said:

“ I do not believe that any Government ever took over 
a worse inheritance than we did on 30 January 1933."

“ Since the Revolution of November 1918 our people 
had step by step headed towards ruin. Everything which 
appeared to stand in this path, which led straight to 
destruction, after a short time proved itself to be a decep­
tion and an illusion. Every feeble movement which gave 
promise of a new spring-time was hailed by the Govern­
ments of the day as a success, but yet was always only 
a stage in the changing fortunes of a system which, 
together with its economic life, was hastening towards 
a complete collapse.” 2

1 There is a separate publication of the authorized English trans­
lation of this speech (as above). The passage here quoted is on 
pp. 15-16 of that translation. This passage is not included in the 
extract from the speech given in Dokumente der deutschen Politik, i 
(1935)) No- 2; the full German text of the speech is printed in 
V.B., 31 Jan. 1934.

* German: und war doch iminer wieder nur eine Station im 
Wechsel der Konjunktur eines dein Zusammenbruch entgegentreibenden
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“ It is essential to call to mind the position in which 
we found ourselves in January of last year.”

“ The German agricultural class1 was doomed to min, 
the middle class in large measure already ruined.”

“ T he pressure of taxation was intolerable. The num­
ber of bankruptcies was continually on the increase. An 
army of officials was actively enforcing the demands alike 
of the State and of private creditors. The finances of the 
Reich, of the German States, and of the Communes were 
in utter confusion; the people’s consumption-capacity was 
sinking lower and lower. Above all, as a menacing danger, 
there loomed the scourge of distress— Unemployment.” 

“ More than six million Germans were receiving no 
pay. And that means in effect that every two Germans 
who were at work were compelled to support in addition 
a third man who had no work.”

“ But beyond all this and worst of all was the absence 
of any belief that these conditions could be changed. 
Any confidence or faith in a better future was almost 
completely lost. In disconsolate despair the masses of 
our German people in their millions, pursued by eco­
nomic disaster, gazed into a grey and empty future. And 
on every side, wherever one looked, to crown all one saw 
but the rancour of the political parties, unending strife 
and conflict, corruption, bribery, unreliability, indis­
cipline. The greater the distress, the more dangerous 
were the political parties and their leaders, who as the 
worst type of frauds and bunglers tried their prentice 
hands on the body of the German people.”

“ A  chaos of views and conceptions, of opinions and 
convictions tore asunder the German people and was the 
cause of the hopelessness of the time.”

Systems und seiner Wirtschaft. This does not lend itself readily 
to translation.

1 German : Bauernstand, “ the yeoman estate”.
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“Thus it was that the very worst was threatening us 
when, after fourteen years of sacrifice and of struggle 
against the destroyers of our Reich and people, at last 
on 30 January of last year we obtained power.”

“ What was one now to do and how must one make a 
beginning? M y fellow-countrymen, how many there 
were at that time who warned the German people of the 
danger of National Socialism, maintaining that, worst 
of all, we had in our ranks no ‘heads’ : that our victory 
could mean nothing else than the complete annihilation 
of German economic life.”

“ But now when at the beginning of the second year of 
our attack upon the economic distress of Germany we come 
before the nation, despite all our critics, despite all those 
who knew so much better, we can point to achievements 
which even they themselves declared to be impossible.” 

“ But how did that become possible?”
“ The considerations which at that time determined 

our action, and the decisions which we then took and re­
solved to realize, were the following:”

“ 1. If in a period of such sinister general collapse, 
especially in the economic sphere, there was to be a 
revolution in the State, that revolution must in no cir­
cumstances lead to chaos. We wished to make a revolu­
tion and a revolution was in fact made. But it is only the . 
meanest spirit which can regard the essence of a revolu­
tion as consisting merely in destruction. We, on the 
contrary, regarded it as consisting in a gigantic work of 
reconstruction.”

“ If to-day we dare to look with some confidence into 
the future, that is only because, thanks to the discipline 
of the National Socialist Party, of its fighters and ad­
herents, we were able to carry through one of the greatest 
revolutionary changes in the history of the world in 
orderly fashion and according to plan.”
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"It  is a greater title to fame to have destroyed a world 
without the accompaniment of an all-devouring con­
flagration than it would be to lead a revolution into chaos 
and self-annihilation.”

"T h e  German people did not appeal to us in order 
that through us it might at last be thrust into the arms 
of Death— it asked of us that we should find a way into 
a new and better life.”

"T h u s the discipline of the National Socialist Revolu­
tion was the condition for the success of our Move­
ment’s effort to save Germany, alike in the political and 
economic sphere.”

"2. The greatness of the distress compelled us to 
make really great decisions. But great decisions must 
be long-term decisions: their realization demands time, 
as indeed do all great things in this world. So it was 
essential to give to the new Government an unexampled 
stability, since only Governments which are stable, which 
are assured of their existence and of the permanence of 
that existence, are in a position to rise to the making of 
really fundamental and far-reaching decisions.”

"3. The internal stability of a régime always becomes 
a source of a people’s trust and confidence. When the 
masses in their millions see that above them there stands 
a Government which is sure of itself, part of this cer­
tainty is transferred to the masses. Only in this way the 
boldness of a Government's plans is matched by a like 
boldness in the readiness of the people to execute and 
carry into effect these plans.”

"B ut trust and confidence are the fundamental con­
ditions for the success of any economic revival.”

“ 4. Further, one must make up one’s mind not merely 
to pet with judgement, but if necessary to take stem 
measures.”

"W e were prepared to do everything that man could
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do. We want to do everything which we can— with a 
good conscience and so far as our knowledge goes. We 
are therefore not prepared or willing to allow any 
scoundrel, any conscienceless domestic foe of our people, 
to continue his destructive activity.”

“To be able to criticize one must oneself have learned 
something; but what one has learned is demonstrated 
through action.”

"T o those men who came before us Fate gave fourteen 
years— time enough to prove through acts their real 
capacity. But one who through fourteen years failed as 
miserably as these men have done, one who brought to 
such ruin a healthy people and drove it into misery and 
despair, he has no right suddenly in the fifteenth year 
to play the part of a critic of those who wish to improve 
things and have also in fact improved things. For four­
teen years they had opportunity enough for action.”  

"To-day wc do not intend to give them any longer the 
opportunity for chattering.”

"5. And, further, we cannot do so, for the great work 
can succeed only if we all co-operatc; it is a mistake to 
believe that any Government unaided can achieve the 
miracle of a restoration. It must succeed in winning over 
the people to serve its mission.”

"T he eternal pessimists and those who carp on prin­
ciple have never yet saved any people, though they have 
destroyed many a people, many a State and Empire.” 

"W e therefore determined not to trouble our heads 
about them, but rather to count on those who, undis­
mayed, were ready to undertake with us the fight for the 
resurrection of Germany and to wage that fight to the 
end.”

"6. And that resurrection could come only through 
fighting.”

"For there can be no miracle— whether it comes from
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above or from without— which gives to man anything 
which he has not himself earned."

"Heaven at all times has helped only the man who has 
honestly exerted himself, who has not built upon the 
help of others, but has set his confidence on his own 
strength. But all this demanded of us the courage to 
reckon with the time that is essential for such a work."

"W hen during fourteen years a people has been de­
stroyed it is only a fool that can suppose that all the 
wounds which have been inflicted on it can be success­
fully healed in a few weeks or months.”

"7. We were convinced that the salvation of the Ger­
man people must take its start from the salvation of the 
agricultural class.1 For if anyone else is compelled to 
leave his post or himself loses his business, he can one 
day find once more a new position or through industry 
and efficiency found a new undertaking: the farmer who 
has once lost his farm is generally lost for ever." .

“ But woe to a people whose agricultural class is de­
stroyed! Any other disaster can be more easily mastered, 
one alone can destroy a people: as soon as the bread- 
supply fails, all experiments and theories come to an 
end.”  . . .  It was not without a purpose that the petition 
for our daily bread was included in the prayer of 
Christendom."

“ 8. The fight for the salvation of the middle class is 
primarily also a fight against unemployment. Unem­
ployment is the gigantic problem which is set before us 
for solution : in face of that problem everything else must 
take second place.”

“ From the very day when we assumed power we were 
convinced that we had to master this evil, and we were 
determined ruthlessly to subordinate everything else to 
the fight against this evil."

* German : Bauernstand.
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“Apart from every other consideration it is a horrible 
thought that in a people’s life tens of millions of working- 
hours should be uselessly squandered and wasted. Millions 
of men need clothing, shoes, houses, furniture, food, and 
millions of others wish to work and to create.”

“ The former cannot satisfy their needs, and the latter 
can find no possibility of satisfying those needs. Provi­
dence has created us as an intelligent people: wc arc 
capable of solving the greatest problems: our people is 
industrious and ready for every form of work. The Ger­
man engineer and technician, our scientists and chemists 
— they belong to the world’s pioneers.”

“The German workman is surpassed by none, and 
shall it be that it is impossible for us to produce work 
for the one and to relieve the distress of the other? Are 
wc really doomed to see millions of men unable to pro­
duce the goods for use or consumption of which millions 
of others are in need ?”

“ We shall solve this problem because solve it we 
must.”

“ The German people of the future shall not give to ■ 
any of its citizens doles for doing nothing at all; rather 
it will give to everyone the possibility, through honest 
work, of earning his own bread and thus of contributing 
towards and co-operating in the raising of the standard 
of life of all. For no one can consume that which others 
have not with him first created.”

“ But our wish is that our people in all its various ranks 
should rise in its standard of living, and we must accord­
ingly see to it that the conditions for this should be 
realized in our production.”

“ If wc succeed in bringing into practical production 
five millions of our unemployed, that means that imme­
diately we are increasing the German people’s entire con­
sumption-capacity by at least 400 million marks a month,
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i.e., in the year, an increase of over five milliards. In 
reality the increase will be even greater.”

“ It is a vast task and until it is solved everything else 
must take second place.”

“ W e realized that in individual cases incomes were 
pitiably small, but in the last resort the question of in­
come is a question of subsistence, and the subsistence of 
a people is determined by the sum of the goods which 
it produces and which arc therefore at its disposal.”  

“ We are thus firmly resolved to raise the consumption- 
capacity of the masses within the framework of the in­
crease in our production as a whole, and just as resolutely 
our present task is directed only to bringing into this 
work of production our last man.”

“ I am happy to know that, despite rates of wages 
which in part arc positively impossible, the German 
workman has understood our action, but it is a melan­
choly fact that many employers have failed to show any 
comprehension of problems such as these; they would 
seem to believe that expression should be given to the 
present epoch of German economic revival through an 
extraordinary rise in dividends.”

“ Henceforth we shall oppose by all means and with 
the greatest determination every attempt thus to increase 
the rate of dividends.”

“ Such then were the principles which in the past year 
served to guide our action. They marked out for us the 
path which we in fact followed.”

“A t the outset we had done with all theories. It is 
very interesting when doctors amuse themselves by dis­
cussing the possible ways to cure an illness, but for the 
patient the immediate— the most important— thing is 
that he should get well again. And the theory which 
restores him to health is not only the most important, 
it is also the right theory.”  • ■
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“ We therefore began on the one hand to free economic 
life from theories, and on the other to liberate it from 
the chaos of oppressive regulations and of restrictive 
measures on the merits or demerits of which it is idle 
to dispute, since, whether they were right or wrong, they 
were in any event only stifling economic life. Wc further 
sought to free production step by step from those bur­
dens which in the shape of unreasonable taxation-decrees 
were strangling economic life. Here in one sphere, that 
of motorization, we have perhaps scored the greatest and 
most decisive success, although in many others the result 
has been hardly loss remarkable.’ ’

“ Again we were determined on principle not to dis­
tribute any further presents to the business world but to 
use all our available resources solely for the practical and 
positive aim of creating work,”

“The intelligent, efficient, and methodical business­
man will have a free field for his activity, the lazy and 
unintelligent— to say nothing of the disreputable and 
dishonest— must go to ruin. The decisive point is that 
the means which the State can mobilize should not be 
distributed as a present, but should be employed in order 
practically to stimulate production and thus be usefully 
invested.”

“This to a large extent we have done with striking 
success. The initiative thus taken by the State had always 
solely as its aim and purpose to awake private economic 
initiative, and thus slowly to set economic life once more 
on its own feet.”

“ In order to secure the conditions for the future de­
velopment of traffic on a large scale the gigantic work of 
the new German motor-roads was projected and begun.” 

“ But beyond this we have endeavoured to introduce 
a better social order : thu s amongst other measu res through 
State aid we have made possible a vast increase in the
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number of new marriages; thereby we took countless 
young women out of economic production and brought 
them back into the family and the home.”

“ But all that could be achieved only through safe­
guarding our currency, for it was not through reckless 
experiments that we were enabled to carry through these 
measures; on the contrary, we have at the same time 
been successful in decisively improving and restoring to 
order the financial position of the Reich, of the German 
States, and of the communes. The result of this action 
can be summed up in a single sentence which will at the 
same time give the justification of that action:”

“ In the first year’s work of the National Socialist 
leadership of people and State over 2 7  millions of the 
unemployed have been brought back into work, that is 
into production. To-day, the 21st of March, there now 
begins the new' battle for the German worker, whether 
lie work with brain or hand.” '

“ At the head of our present programme I would place 
once again the demand raised last year; the battle against 
unemployment! Create work and thereby create bread 
and life!”

“ In the year which lies before us we must wage the 
campaign against unemployment with still greater fanati­
cism, with still greater determination than in the year 
which is past. With ruthless severity we must repel 
everyone who offends against this idea and its realization. 
I would have everyone in Germany understand that only 
through a truly socialistic view of this problem which 
faces the community will it be possible to find its 
solution.”

"I  would have everyone rise above his egoism and 
triumph over his personal interests.” 1

1 German : brow or fist. »
1 German : seine Ichsudit überwinden.
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"Wages and dividends must take second place, how­
ever regrettable it may be in the case of wages, before the 
paramount realization that we must first create the goods 
which when they are created we may hope to consume.” 

“Above all, I would have every employer understand 
that the accomplishment of the economic tasks which are 
set us is possible only if all place themselves in the service 
of this task, subordinating to it their egoistic desire for 
personal gain. And further I would have them realize 
that a failure in this task would not merely produce some 
fresh millions of unemployed, but would mean the end 
and the collapse of our economic life, and thus perhaps 
the end of the German people.”

"Only a madman can therefore be so indecent as to 
offend, in the pursuit of his personal advantage, against 
this common distress and its alleviation. But if personal 
advantage does not win the day, then we can with com­
plete confidence look to the future, for the gigantic pro­
gramme of this nation-wide creation of work which we 
planned and laid down last year must in part take many 
months before the project can ripen into realization.” 

“ Conditions essential to our effort must first be created 
before at last we can begin the work itself, and that is 
a vast undertaking. We have an example of that in the 
new motor-roads of the Reich: for the mere planning of 
these one needs a whole army of surveyors and engineers, 
of draughtsmen and of workers. But with ever-increas­
ing speed the construction of one stretch of road after 
another will be undertaken.”

"Already in this year some two-thirds of a milliard of 
marks will be spent on the realization of this work which 
by coming generations will be regarded as man’s ‘stan­
dard work’ in the development of the needs of traffic.”  

"During last year plans of work were prepared for the 
year 1934 alone the execution of which is estimated to
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cost much more than a milliard Reichsmarks and for this 
sum provision has been made.’1

“ In addition to this vast sums will be employed to 
lower taxes which kill production; in the present year 
the national - economy will reap the benefit of some 300 
million tax-remiss ion certificates.”

“ In order to make it possible for 200,000 girls to marry, 
some 150 million Reichsmarks have been furnished for 
marriage-loans, while on the other hand the number of 
domestic helps has been increased through equally 
generous measures taken by the State.”

“ Huge contributions running into millions of marks 
have helped to lower taxation and to reduce the agricul­
tural land tax.”

“ T he programme of the Government which is already 
worked out in detail will be the greatest programme for 
the creation of work which Germany has ever known, 
and it will also mean a great alleviation of the burdens 
which oppress our economic life."

“ At the same time it will provide for the ordering of 
our whole financial life. For however huge the sums 
demanded for this programme may be, they will not be 
produced by printing more notes: an inflation on the 
model of the November Government is for us unthink­
able. All current outgoings will be met from the ordinary 
income of the State, while permanent improvements will 
at the proper time be financed through loans.”

“ T o  procure these means the people’s confidence and 
the help of the people’s savings are the essential con­
dition. We are able to state with satisfaction that in the 
past year the savings deposits alone in Germany have 
increased by about a milliard marks,”

“ We have further been successful in so raising the 
price of fixcd-intcrcst-bearing securities that the rate of 
interest has thereby been in effect lowered.”

3 M 889
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“ We shall continue in the future also to alleviate debt- 
burdens and to favour the formation of capital, and in 
so doing we shall not make use of any means which could 
in any way prejudice respect for property or for con­
tractual rights.” •

“ The confidence of Germans who have accumulated 
savings will not in the future be disappointed by any 
arbitrai-)' attacks on the part of the Government or by 
any irresponsible action in the sphere of finance. We 
protect the yield of all honest work, wre protect honest 
savings and property honestly acquired, but for the 
sources of the Government’s great work one thing is 
essential— namely the common co-operation of all and 
the help of every individual.”

“ But if 40,000,000 adults acknowledge a single will and 
adopt a single resolution to act together, then from this 
boundless force there can result nothing but success. We 
stand to-day once more before a symbolical act, my 
German workmen : the Spring Battle against the distress 
of our unemployment has begun” , . . .

“ I know that words and speeches die away and that 
labour and anxiety remain. But nothing yet has in this 
world fallen into man’s lap from Heaven. So and not 
otherwise will it be in the future. It is from cares and 
labours that life grows.”

“ If to-day our care is to create work and w’ages for 
millions of men, then to-morrow our care will be to 
increase their consumption-capacity and to improve their 
standard of living. But we shall never gain any goal 
unless constantly with clenched teeth we concentrate all 
our strength upon a single purpose, with the determina­
tion later to tackle the next task in precisely the same 
way.”

"Would that at last the intelligence of the other peoples 
and their statesmen might come to realize that the wish
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and tlic will of the German people and its Government 
seek nothing else than, in freedom and in peace, to co­
operate in the building up of a better world.”

"A nd so with this great achievement of the community 
we begin the new battle for work of the year 1934.”

“ Our goal is set! German workmen, carry on!” 1

In his speech on 17 April 1934 to the organizers of the 
Winter-IIelp Campaign Hitler said that the success of this 
effort had produced a great effect in foreign countries, 
for it, more than anything else, had convinced them of the 
supreme social significance of the National Socialist idea 
in Germany. "For the moment our whole effort is con­
centrated unreservedly on the struggle against unemploy­
ment. Faced with a host of problems one must limit 
oneself to the accomplishment of a single task: one can­
not do everything at once.” The Winter-Help Cam­
paign must also contribute to educate the people in 
socialistic thought. One must not talk of sacrifice unless 
what one gives is really felt as a sacrifice. To give five 
marks does not constitute a sacrifice for a millionaire, 
while fifty pfennigs for a working man with a wage of 
a hundred marks a month means a real sacrifice. " I f  we 
inculcate into the people this conception of sacrifice we 
are helping to build up the new community— we are 
awakening the socialistic consciousness of belonging to 
a community.” 1

In his speech on May Day 1934 Hitler said that many 
employers were unwilling to understand why the National 
Socialists had made the ist of May a public holiday while 
they were forced to pay wages for that day to their work­
men. It was necessary for him to explain the situation. 
"T h e  economic life of Germany has in the past been 
forced to pay hundreds of millions of marks every year

* V.B ., 22 Mar. 1934. 1 F.Z., 19 Apr, 1934.
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because of the strife and discord of organizations which 
had torn employers and employed apart and had trans­
formed them into two hostile camps. The sum-total of 
the loss to the nation’s wealth through strikes and lock­
outs has been enormous. The National Socialist State 
has done away with these primitive and senseless methods 
ofsettlingcconomicdifierences. Thesumssaved thereby, 
which thus benefit Germany’s economic life, are extra­
ordinär)'. It is but a very small sacrifice when in ex­
change for this gain employers grant to their fellow- 
workers a day’s holiday—-a day which should be a symbol 
of the victory over these struggles of the past and of the 
establishment of a true community of the people.” When 
on 30 January 1933 the National Socialist Government 
came into force “ it had announced in its proclamation 
the great Battle for Work, since it was determined to put 
everything else into the second place in order first of all 
to attack and solve two problems. These two tasks were 
closely connected: they were the salvation of the German 
peasantry through securing to the peasant his farm, and 
the salvation of the German working class through secur­
ing to the worker his place in industry.”

“ When on 2 May last year we began the destruction 
of the party-system in Germany by laying hands upon 
the trade unions, that was done not in order to rob any 
Germans of representative institutions serving a useful 
purpose, but to free the German people from those 
organizations the greatest abuse of which was that they 
were forced to encourage abuses in order to prove the 
necessity for their own existence. By so acting wc have 
rescued the German people from an incalculable amount 
of internal strife and discord which benefited no one save 
those who were directly interested in maintaining that 
discord, but always wrought fatal mischief upon, the 
whole people.”
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“ We are not blind to the other necessities of life. We 
know quite well all there is which remains still to do and 
what must be done: but one thing I do know, and that 
is that one will never achieve anything in this world if 
one loses oneself in a thousand projects and is always 
starting something fresh, instead of tackling a single task 
and struggling resolutely and fanatically to master it. I 
do not imagine that when we have solved the problem 
of unemployment there will be nothing more for us to 
do: I have never asserted that there are no other tasks 
awaiting us. But I can assure our critics that we will 
never rest until we have first accomplished this one task; 
and I can further assure them that we are not accom­
plishing this task in order then to lay us down to sleep. 
On tlic contrary: when that times comes, then in their 
turn other problems will be attacked. And here too our 
supreme principle will always be to concentrate all our 
forces on the attainment of a single goal.1’1

In the same speech {May Day 1934) Hitler defended the 
introduction of compulsory labour service: the parties 
who represented the class-struggle and the division of the 
people had naturally opposed it, for they did not desire 
the end of domestic disunion. But through this com­
pulsory labour service "we want to destroy the arrogance 
with which unfortunately so many intellectuals feel that 
they must look down upon labour, and on the other hand 
we wish to strengthen in them self-confidence through 
their consciousness that they too can perform bodily 
work. But beyond this we want to contribute to the 
mutual understanding of the different classes in order to 
reinforce the tic which binds together the community 
of the people. . . . We all know that not words and 
external professions will lead to the establishment of this 

1 F.Z., 2 May 1934.
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community: that needs an inner unlearning, a new educa­
tion of the people."'

“ The gigantic organizations of our Movement, their 
political bodies as well as the organizations of the SA. 
and SS., the building up of the Work Front just as much 
as the organization of the army, these are all national 
and social smelting-furnaces in which gradually a new 
German man will be formed.’’

“ Sickle and hammer were once the symbols of the 
German peasant and the German workman. The arro­
gance and unreason of a bourgeois age have sacrificed and 
lost these symbols.”  Men have praised and admired 
artists, architects, and engineers; they have spoken of 
German science, German handicrafts, Gerinan business 
life, but the working man they have for the most part 
forgotten. . . . “ The National Socialist State will put an 
end to this unhappy development. The hammer will 
become once more the symbol of the German worker and 
the sickle the sign of the German peasant, and with them 
the intellect (Geist) must conclude an alliance that nothing 
shall dissolve. . . . To-day, May Day, we meet to cele­
brate the fame of the army of those millions who, as 
unknown and nameless Soldiers of Work, in the sweat of 
their faces, in town and country, in the fields, in the factor)' 
and the workshop, co-operate to produce those goods 
which rightly raise our people into the ranks of the civi­
lized nations of the world and enable it to hold that 
place in honour.” 1

In his speech at the Second Arbeitskongreß ( Workers' 
Congress) of the Labour Front on 16 May 1934 Hitler said: 
“ Every organization in this world can be only a means 
to an end. Man does not live either to organize or to be 
organized. All organizations, from the State down to the

1 F.Z., 2 May 1934. - 1 F.Z., 3 M ay 1934.
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smallest cell, have no sense or purpose unless they secure 
the maintenance of life and give to life a higher signifi­
cance and a wider scope. And this can be most easily 
achieved when di fiere nces arc smoothed away by 
bringing men together. The aim of an organization is to 
bring folk, with all their differences, together in order 
that they may be able to act in common. That is to 
desert a level of thought which has found its clearest 
expression in Marxism— the level of thought of the so- 
called similarity of men. Directly we adopt this doctrine 
of Marxism that all men arc alike, then any organization 
is unnecessary. In the case of men who are all alike, 
alike in their dispositions, in their mentality, in their 
culture and their capacity, one does not need to bring 
them together in any organization. For it is clear that 
folk who are completely alike one to the other will have 
the same reactions to all the influences which life may 
bring to hear upon them, and that from the outset they 
wilt act in the same way. But since men are not alike, 
if they were left in complete freedom they would never 
come to those like actions done in common which in all 
spheres of life are essential for achievements produced in 
common. Every organization is thus a limitation set upon 
the free and unchecked will of man, upon its realization 
and effect. An organization can find its true justifica­
tion only when in return it does really profit man, when 
from it even the individual gains a higher profit,” 

“ Socialism cannot exist for Socialism’s sake. If some­
one says: Socialism is a marvellous idea, but it entails 
vast sacrifices and continuously imposes upon man cares 
and distresses, then the answer is: This Socialism is 
something so harmful that man must get rid of it as 
quickly as possible, and that whether it be the Socialism 
of Marx or of National Socialism. A  revolutionary up­
heaval can be justified only if in fact in the final result

8 9 5



E C O N O M I C S *

it serves to advance a people’s self-preservation and the 
preservation of its life. That is the sole justification for 
Socialism.”

Marxism had in theory rejected private property; "in 
practice it had already landed completely in the sphere 
of private property” . That was very comprehensible, 
“ for communism is not the final and ideal form of human 
society, it represents the most primitive form from which 
society starts. . . . The higher we see men rise, the more 
intelligent races become, the mightier arc the inner 
differences between individuals” , and individual achieve­
ment remains always inseparably connected with its 
creator: "only the creator can administer that which he 
has achieved, and in this fact we have the basis for 
private property.” But there remains a qualification: "the 
so-called ‘free play of forces’ must be controlled by the 
principle of common profit which must come before 
the individual egoistic profit. The highest human 
achievements are, it is true, due to specially favoured 
intelligences, but they can be formed and created only 
through the fact of the existence of a community. The 
intellect would be completely worthless if it were not 
supported by force {Kraft)."

"On the one side one must preserve as wide and free 
a sphere as possible for the free play of forces and on the 
other one must insist that this play of forces must keep 
within that community which has been granted to men 
to serve a common purpose— the community which we 
call people or community of the people.”

“ Only in this way can we attain that which it is essen­
tial to attain— the highest increase in human achieve­
ment and at the same time in human production. But 
one thing must always be kept in mind: our whole 
economic life has not been built up on the principles 
which are familiar to us in the civil service of the State:
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had that been the case, there could not be any economic 
life. The idea that one should educate a man, then after 
a certain time appoint him to an office, then after the 
lapse of a certain time promote him to a higher post, 
and so continue to promote him successively to higher 
positions— even a State would find in the end that such 
an idea Was hardly tolerable.”

“ You must never believe that one could build up 
economic life on such a principle: in that sphere far more 
rigorous conditions of selection must be maintained, and 
these conditions arc dictated by the actual conflict in 
economic life. . . . This struggle we take as a matter of 
course. I-Iow many projects are formed, and how few 
are successful! This freedom in economic fife is as 
natural as is conflict in the world of Nature— a conflict 
which also is waged ruthlessly and destroys many a living 
creature so that only the healthy survives. If through 
‘socialization’ one should destroy this principle, that 
would be to transfer to the construction of our entire 
economic life the principles which hold good in our civil 
sendee, and then as a result we should suffer a lamentable 
shipwreck.”

‘ ‘ In a completely bureaucratized economy we could 
never achieve any human progress at all, for progress 
demands enormous efforts.”

“ When to-day, for example, a successful invention is 
made, we must not forget that for this one successful 
invention perhaps ten thousand undertakings have ruined 
themselves, ten thousand have lost their capital until 
finally one was successful. Where should we come to if 
the State with its bureaucracy were run on these lines, 
where would our budget be ? No, believe me, on bureau­
cratic principles one cannot count on any human pro­
gress.”

Even Soviet Russia could not exist on the principles
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of pure Marxism. “ This Soviet Russia is like a man 
who wanders through a bog leaning on the strong arm 
of another— it supports itself continuously on the arm 
of the capitalist States. It takes their workmen, their 
engineers and machines; it draws everything from the 
capitalist States . . . and still talks of Marxist Com­
munism. One ought to stand it on its own feet— that 
would be quite possible with a country as large as Russia 
•— and say: Now create for yourselves your own Paradise. 
Then one would sec the results. To-day as Communists 
they are living on the non-Communistic institutions of 
this world. But a Weltanschauung must be able to stand 
completely on its own feet. That the Communist Welt­
anschauung cannot do ; if it tries to do so, it ends in appal­
ling distress.”

“These facts arc incontrovertible. Millions of human 
beings have died of starvation in a country' where there 
are 92 peasants for every S town-dwellers. Such con­
ditions in Germany would of necessity lead to the com­
plete annihilation of the entire people. One cannot 
secure the highest achievements in economic production 
while one is putting into practice a principle which from 
the outset deals a mortal blow at all personal initiative.”

“Our people naturally demands an increase in pro­
duction, for every human being necessarily demands the 
realization of those capacities which lie in him and which 
crave to be exercised. No people will demand more than 
it is capable of realizing, but every people demands the 
good things of life which it can create.”

“ It is therefore a matter of course that we should 
endeavour to create a form of organization which brings 
into the most effective play the highest capacities o f a 
people in every sphere. If I am asked, ‘What do you 
understand by National Socialism?’ I reply: Nothing 
else than that the highest capacities— and only the high-
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est capacities— shall have free play in every place in our 
people’s life to work with unchecked authority (<autoritär) 
for the inaintcnancc of our community. In no circum­
stances do I mean by that statement any bureaucratiza­
tion of our whole life— that is to say under the term 
National Socialism I do not understand that a man 
should be put into a position on the ground of any prin­
ciple which does not serve practical ends. I protest 
against the view that anyone should become the leader 
of an undertaking only because he has been marked out 
for the post: he must be marked out for the post by 
nature, and that is proved by his own achievement and 
capacity. O f that he must produce evidence— not through 
the recommendation of State inspectors but by success. 
. . . Our wish is that all the forces of the nation should 
be brought to the fore so that they can make their con­
tribution to the good of all.”

There must be no egoistic opposition to the raising of 
our people’s standard of life. “ I have unfortunately in 
my life known business-men manufacturing shoes horri­
fied to hear that a working man possessed two pairs of 
shoes. Then I can only say: In Heaven’s name! what 
stupidity] No, if we are foes of an egoism which pays no 
regard to others, then that is on grounds of pure reason. 
We arc convinced that if the whole strength of the nation 
is built up into a truly fruitful process of production, then 
it stands to reason that this strength can have its full 
effect only if everyone shares in the result of that pro­
cess not merely as creator, but also as receiver. That will 
be the natural course and will so work out quite naturally.”  

“ But if that is true, then to let loose a strike is sheer 
madness— just as mad as to give support to the unem­
ployed without demanding any service in return. The 
community of the people does not exist to burden one 
part of the nation in favour of the other. Work must be
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created. That is a problem of organization. If on the 
one hand one has the men and on the other the wealth 
of the soil, the task must be achieved.”

"The Communists, too, abolish strikes directly they 
get into power. Then once for all the order goes forth: 
the Proletariat cannot tolerate a strike. But in fact no one 
can tolerate strikes. Just as a people, ordered in a com­
munity, cannot permit an individual to fight out his dis­
pute with another with the fist, so also in the economic 
sphere. It is always the whole nation which suffers. 
Sixty millions have to foot the bill only because two 
cannot come to an agreement. Over both parties there 
must naturally stand another— a higher authority, and 
that is the authority of the community, the authority of 
the State, which must be completely impartial, com­
pletely free. . . . The State is the bailiff neither of the 
employer nor of the workman: it stands above both the 
interested parties, its task is to safeguard unity according 
to the laws of equity, justice, and reason which are the 
same for all of us. And he who refuses to observe those 
laws will find that above his individual profit stands the 
common profit of the nation whose representatives we 
are. Only so can this problem be solved.”

"It will of course take many years before in the eco­
nomic sphere one will be able slowly to eradicate from the 
memory of the individual the time of ‘Fist-Law*. T he 
leadership of the State must not permit either that 
initiative, i.e. capacity, which is always bound up with 
personality, should be destroyed or that the strength of 
the workman and the conditions necessary for his life 
should be cut short, unless it wishes that a so-called 
‘flourishing industry’ should have no longer behind it a 
healthy people. In the end the only shield and protection 
for economic life will prove to be the united strength of 
a nation.”
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This is a long task: it will need time and patience: 
there will be set-backs ; “ there are the luckless sick folk—  
the petty professional carpers blind and dumb to every­
thing which goes on beyond their limited horizon— men 
who do not understand the march-rhythm of their day. 
They cannot influence either the State or the leaders of 
the people. Everything depends upon persistence and 
staying-power— that one should have the courage to see 
a goal and unmoved to march towards it.” My great 
wish for the German Labour Front is that it should 
never lose its faith: “ he who has faith in his heart has 
the strongest force which there is in the world. .•.. The 
German working man will form the support of the State 
because be is susceptible to this feeling of faith and con­
fidence which does not consider it necessary to test every­
thing with the probe of its own intelligence but devotes 
itself to an idea and then is content to follow blindfold. 
If wc win the German working man for the State, then 
we shall hold him fast as an indestructible foundation 
for the new Germany. I am therefore convinced that 
our Labour Front will one day be a pillar of the new 
Reich.” . . .

“ The Great German nation has once more firm ground 
beneath its feet . . . the whole nation has to-day been 
inspired by a new march-rhythm, and to that accom­
paniment it will advance to happier times.” 1

In the same speech Hitler said that “ in all spheres by 
the year 1932 Marxist theory had been contradicted by 
Marxist practice. And the people, too, had realized this. 
The great masses of the German working-classes had not 
remained in the trade unions because they were enthusi­
astic for them, but rather from the feeling that they could 
not sacrifice all that which had cost them so much sacri- 

1 V . B . , 18 May 1934.
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fice through the past years. Millions were in their hearts 
already convinced that the existing state of affairs was 
intolerable. But this change of conviction found no ex­
pression on account of man’s capacity for continuing in 
any course which he has once adopted, on account of 
his incapacity to alter that course through failure of the 
courage necessary for taking the first step, and finally 
through the inability of the great mass of the people to 
form any clear idea of what ought to be done. . . .  In 
their hearts men had long ago ceased to believe in the 
rightness of existing conditions. The great majority of 
the bourgeoisie and of the proletariat was not prepared 
to make sacrifices for its conviction— much less to die in 
its behalf.” 1

In an interview with Mr. G. Ward Price in August 1934 
Hitler said:

. Speaking of Germany’s economic prospects, I 
am confident that Germany will make herself indepen­
dent, as regards raw materials, of the rest of the world 
if obliged to do so.”

“ We cannot buy more from other nations than they 
will buy from us. If this means that wc have to cut down 
our imports of raw materials from abroad, wc shall find 
substitutes for those raw materials in our own country.”

“ It will not be the first time that we have been reduced 
to such reliance on our own resources. When Napoleon 
cut us off from the rest of the world by his Berlin 
Decrees, we invented beet-sugar to replace the West 
Indian product.”

“ In the Great War we produced our own nitrates as 
substitutes for those of Chile. We perfected our aniline 
dyes to such an extent that foreign dyestuffs became 
unnecessary to our industries.”

* V.B., 18 May 1934.
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“ The world may laugh when we say that we shall make 
ourselves independent of imported cotton, wool, and 
other fundamental raw materials, but in a couple of years 
they will find that we have done so.”

“ Whether it is to the interest of the community of 
nations that Germany should cease to be an inter­
national buyer as well as a seller, I leave to other 
countries to decide.” 1 . . .

A t the annual harvest celebration on the Bückeberg, on 
30 September 1934, after referring to the peasant class as 
representing the sound, healthy-minded antithesis to the 
intellectual population of the toions, Hitler said: “ Head and 
hand- belong together. But woe to that people whose 
head is transformed into an intellectuality (Geistigkeit) 
that vacillates and eternally distrusts itself. One can 
hart! I y govern a people with that; and with that in no 
circumstances can one hope to lead it. We have come 
nearly to the dangerous point when, thanks to a one­
sided over-estimation of so-called ‘intellectual’ work, 
men have not only from a material point of view severed 
their relations with manual labour, but have at last for­
gotten and ceased to be aware of its ideal value, and have 
even ended by despising it. Just as there can be no 
permanent dictatorship of the proletariat over the intelli­
gentsia, so there can be no dictatorship of a conceited 
and perverted upper class of intellectuals, which has lost 
touch with the people, over wide masses of artisans who 
at last have ceased to tolerate it. Real intellect can never 
be conceited; it is only superficial half-knowledge which 
everywhere leads to presumption and arrogance. If the 
Government of a State has its roots exclusively in such 
a class, it will fati in the long run to answer its purpose,

1 Daily Mail, 6 Aug. 1934.
1 German: Stirn und Faust : “ brow und fiat.”
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just as any human society must fail when its organization 
gives an excessive influence to the intellectual class. Thus 
the indifference of former Governments towards the 
peasantry has been caused by their excessive overvalua­
tion of the intellectual city-dwellers, by a lack of in­
stinctive feeling for the necessity of a balancing factor, 
which is to be found in the first place in the peasants, 
and secondly in the workers. We National Socialists 
know very well that intellect gives us our marching 
orders for this life. But wre know, too, that intellect must 
ever be renewed and supplemented from those elements 
of a people’s life which are in closest touch with the soil. 
A nation consisting solely of professors, officials, scholars, 
and so forth cannot maintain itself, precisely because in 
that case more and more its natural strength of decision, 
its force of will and of heart, tends gradually to be ex­
tinguished. Only if wisdom is united with the primitive 
force of self-preservation can a people in the long run 
successfully survive in its struggle for life. And thus it 
is necessary that the arrogance of individual ranks and 
classes should be eradicated and destroyed, especially in 
order to prevent any single class from imagining that it 
can afford to despise the work of any other as being in 
itself of inferior value. So long as Jewish intellectualisai 
is poisoning our life, there is no security for the survival 
of the peasant and of the working classes in Germany. 
But if this be true, then the future of the nation, sup­
ported as it is above all by the co-operation of these two 
classes, seems to be in doubt. It is for this reason that 
we have declared war to the uttermost upon this spirit.” 

"M y German peasants! You see here in your midst 
on this field thousands of men of the German Labour 
Service (Arbeitsdienst). You must realize that by this 
means we are doing more for the formation of a real 
German community of the people, and thus for the
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recovery of your own class, than all other governmental 
measures could ever accomplish. For while we cause 
each single German, with pick and shovel, to work in­
dustriously for his Fatherland, we wage war on the 
demon of pride who is only too ready to look down with 
scorn, from the eminence of his intellectual throne, upon 
his fellow-creatures who are working with their bodies."

“ For our Labour Service is not an institution formed 
to give occupation to unfortunate unemployed individuals 
at little cost, but a measure which shall put the spade 
into the hand of every German— it matters not what be 
his descent or social class, or what will later be his pro­
fession— and thus compel him in the company of all his 
fellow-countrymen and in the sweat of his face to earn 
his daily bread” . . . .

“ Just as the general duty to serve in the army raised 
the soldier from the level of a mercenary to the honour­
able mission of the defence of his own people, so in time 
the Labour Service will redeem the labour of men’s 
hands in its most primitive sense from the scornful 
valuation which society has set upon it” . . . .

“ The measures taken to-day for the salvation of the 
German agricultural class will in the future be regarded 
as the natural basis of all statesmanship. For it will then 
be recognized that the State is only the people, and that 
the State must cease to exist as soon as it no longer 
possesses a peasant whom it can call its own” . . . .

“ Mistakes there will be: 'when you start planing, the 
shavings will fly.’ He who has never cultivated his field 
will never suffer from the failure of his crop. But then 
his whole life from the outset is no longer destined for 
success. But we wish to cultivate our German Reich, 
we wish to sow the seed in this people, and one day with 
G od’s gracious help we wish also to reap the harvest. 
And if often the hail of human stupidity and malice
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destroys this or that, it must never cause us to falter* 
When folk have set before them a true purpose and then 
pursue it unmoved with braver}' and courage, when they 
withstand with a strong heart every trial which Heaven 
sends upon them, then one day at the last almighty 
Providence will yet grant them the fruits of their struggle 
and of their sacrifices. For God has never abandoned 
any man upon this earth unless lie has first abandoned 
himself.” 1

Speaking at the opening of the Motor Exhibition ui 
Berlin on 14 February 1935 Hitler said that it was at first 
sight difficult to understand why in Germany of all 
countries the development of the motor industry, which 
must occupy a decisive key position, had been so un­
favourable. The motor-car had been invented in Ger­
many. The names of Daimler and Benz have their place 
amongst the great pioneers of humanity in the sphere of 
transport. The World War had shut Germany off from 
the rest of the world and had interrupted the flow of 
international motor-development, but it was the Treaty 
of Versailles which through the moral, political, and 
economic strangulation of Germany had created the 
conditions for the collapse of Germany’s motor industry, 
while the Marxist cult of primitivism had played its part 
in that collapse. Hitler had recognized that for any effective 
recovery a psychological stimulus was necessary : to this the 
encouragement of motor sport, and the erection of veto 
motor roads were contributions. The motor industry in 
its various branches now employed some 600,000 men 
and to that number must be added the 400,000 men who 
in one way or another were concerned in the new scheme 
of road-building. Thus some million men were now 
earning their bread through this branch of industry. And 

1 V.B., I Oct. 1934.
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the efforts must be multiplied many times over. When 
the new motor roads were completed Germany would 
possess by far the most modem road network in the 
world— a mighty evidence of peaceful progress— and to 
this must be added the creation of a People's Car. Such 
a ear should cost no more than a medium-sized motor­
cycle had previously cost, and should involve only a 
moderate consumption of fuel.

“ But in our efforts to realize this great end, a further 
task necessarily and automatically presents itself: the 
securing of our fuel requirements. It is precisely here 
that wc find ourselves in the midst of a series of revolu­
tionary inventions. We are all aware that not only the 
problems of synthetic rubber, but also those of synthetic 
petrol, have in principle been solved. Wherever a will 
devotes itself earnestly to a task, a way to its practical 
accomplishment will always be found. It is important 
that the German motor industry should recognize here 
also that however much attention it devotes to the con­
struction of means of transport, it should also study the 
possibility of attracting and utilizing German materials, 
so as to call into life, if possible, a new branch of German 
economic activity.”  .

“ Our cars and motor-bicycles are not only the fastest 
but we can say with pride that they are also the best in 
the world. . . . Our engineers and workmen may be 
proud to build such cars. May the German be proud 
enough to use them!” 1

In his speech delivered in the Reichstag on 21 May IÇ3 5  
Hitler said:

“ After a war which had lasted for four years and had 
already done untold damage to the national resources, 
the victor Powers imposed upon the German nation a 

1 F . Z . ,  is Feb. 193s.
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peace dictate devoid of all political and economic reason 
and which aimed at making the relation of forces that 
existed at the end of the War the legal basis for the life 
of the nations for all time. Without considering the con­
ditions and laws that govern economic life, and even in 
direct contradiction to them, the victor Powers deprived 
Germany of every possibility of an economic revival 
while demanding on the other hand payments and ser­
vices which lay within the realm of the fantastic. The 
edifice of German economics was razed to the ground 
under the watchword “ Reparations” . This incompre­
hensible disregard for the most elementary economic 
laws resulted in the following situation:

1. The nation had a surplus of workers.
2. It was in urgent need of something to replace the 

values pertaining to the high standard of life to 
which it had been accustomed and which had been 
destroyed by the War, the inflation, and the repara­
tions.

3. It suffered from a lack of natural resources of food­
stuffs and raw materials.

4. The international market which it needed in order 
to overcome all these evils was too small and was 
further increasingly limited in practice by various 
measures and by a certain inevitable trend in 
developments.”

“ It is a very poor testimony to the economic sense of 
those who were then our political opponents that until 
their action had not only completely destroyed German 
economy but had begun to show its ill effects in the 
economic life of other countries, they did not begin to see 
that it was impossible for us to fulfil unlimited and some­
times incomprehensible demands.”

“ The result of this madness was that German industry 
was paralysed, agriculture was destroyed, the middle
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classes were ruined, trade had shrunk to almost nothing, 
the whole economic life was overladen with debt, the 
public finances were rotten to the core, and there were 
six and a half millions unemployed on the register— in 
reality more than seven and a half millions.”

" T o  overcome the economic catastrophe alone very 
difficult measures were necessary. Formerly the German 
nation could find room for its ever increasing population 
in a limited space, thanks to the adequate conditions of 
life which resulted from its participation in international 
trade. As long as this latter condition was fulfilled the 
67 million inhabitants of Germany could, in spite of the 
comparative smallness of the country, feel not only that 
their livelihood was assured at home but that they were 
a useful factor in world economy. The course of the 
War, and especially the result of post-War politics, will 
one day serve as a classic, though terrible, disproof of the 
naïve idea— which unfortunately was held by some states­
men before the War— that the economic advantage of 
one European state can best be promoted by the eco­
nomic destruction of another.”

"For the German nation the economic consequences of 
the peace on the one hand and the disadvantages from 
which Germany suffered in her home and foreign trade 
and commerce, on the other, must inevitably have com­
pelled any Government, whether it willed or not, to take 
the actual situation into account. We are alt convinced 
that the complete carrying out of the idea of economic 
self-sufficiency for alt States, which is threatening us 
to-day, is, when seen from a higher standpoint, foolish 
and can only result in harm for all nations. Economi­
cally regarded, it is not very reasonable to endeavour 
artificially to turn natural agricultural and raw-material 
districts into industrial districts, or on the other hand 
to endeavour to compel the over-populated industrial
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countries to produce raw materials or even substitutes 
to an adequate degree.”

"For Europe this development will one day have very 
unpleasant and evil consequences. But to alter it is 
unfortunately not within Germany’s power. Looked at 
from the broad economic angle, it is against the dictates 
of reason. What happens is that in so far as we are 
deprived of foreign markets for our exports we are forced 
to restrict our imports. T o  that extent, so that German 
productive labour may not stagnate, we must either 
employ a complicated process for the production of raw 
materials that we lack internally or else we must use 
substitutes. This task can be undertaken only by means 
of a planned economic system. And that is a perilous 
adventure; for planned economics lead to bureaucratic 
control and thus to the suppression of individual creative 
effort. In the interests of our own nation it was not 
desirable to risk the eventuality of having the productive 
efficiency of our people reduced, and the standards of 
living lowered rather than raised by an economic system 
not far removed from the Communist ideal and by the 
accompanying paralysis of initiative effort. This danger 
was accentuated by the following fact; Every planned 
system of production only too easily invalidates the hard 
laws of the economic survival of the fittest and elimina­
tion of the weak; or at least it hampers the activity of 
these laws inasmuch as it guarantees the preservation of 
the least valuable average, to the detriment of higher 
efficiency and greater productive power and quality, all 
of which work out finally to the detriment of the com­
munity.”

"If, despite such knowledge, we have nevertheless taken 
this path it was only under the hard pressure of necessity. 
What we have achieved in two and a half years in the 
way of a planned provision of labour, a planned regula-
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tion of the market, a planned control of prices and wages, 
was considered a few years ago to be absolutely im­
possible. We only succeeded because behind these appar­
ently dead economic measures we had the living energies 
of the whole nation. We had, however, first to create a 
number of technical and psychological conditions before 
we could carry out this purpose. In order to guarantee 
the functioning of the national economy it was neces­
sary first of all to put a stop to the everlasting oscillations 
of wages and prices. It was further necessary to remove 
the conditions giving rise to interference which did 
not spring from higher national economic necessities, 
i.e. to destroy the class organizations of both camps 
which lived on the politics of wages and prices. The 
destruction of the trade unions, both of employers and 
employees, which were based on the class struggle, 
demanded an analogous removal of the political parties 
which were maintained by these groups of interests, 
which interests in return supported them. Here arose 
the necessity for a new constructive and vital constitution 
and a new organization of the Reich and State. If this 
was to he more than a purely superficial reorganization, 
however, then the nation itself had to be educated to a 
new social way of thinking and living. All these were 
tasks of which each would require a century for its fulfil­
ment, and in the carrying out of which many a people 
and State foundered in former times. To bring such a 
programme to realization, which either succeeds in its 
entirety or is bound from the very beginning to fail at 
every point, success depends upon two conditions:

(rt) The extent of peace and quiet at home.
(b) The amount of time at one’s disposal.”
“ We Germans can only regret that therestof the world 

still takes so little trouble to study objectively what has 
been going on in Germany within the last two and a half
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years and that it does not study the ideals which are 
solely responsible for these achievements.” 1

O f the inception of "Kraft durch Freude” Ley has said:
“/ would not leave any doubt upon the subject: it is not 

from me that this work had its origin: everything which 
Germany has comes from the Führer. It teas first his idea 
which gave us all that. It was his direct command to me 
which created this work. The Fiihrer's command was: 
‘See to it that the people keeps its nerve. See to it, too, 
that the German workman after his heavy toil and the 
monotony of his days can have some recreation. See to it 
that once in a way these men can learn to forget their 
daily burden.’ ” 2

In his speech on the Tag des Arbeitsdienstes at the Partei­
tag in Nuremberg (12 September 1935) Hitler repeated the 
arguments which he had used in former speeches: from the 
sight of this "Army of the Spade" the visitors to Nurem­
berg "could take away with them the conviction that the 
unification of the German people into a single body was 
no phantom, no fantastic talk, but a reality” . This "com­
mon school of work” had as its aim to bring all Germans 
to learn to know one another in order that the prejudices 
of bourgeois life should be so completely uprooted that 
they would never return. “ If the whole German people 
could have seen you assembled here, I believe that even 
the last doubters would have been converted.” Through 
the organization of the Arbeitsdienst "your leader, our 
comrade and old National Socialist fellow-combatant 
Hierl, has engraved his name upon the history of Ger­
many” .

1 Authorized English translation in pamphlet form (as above), 
pp. 5-9; German text F.Z., 22 May 1935.

1 Der Angriff, 8 July 1935.
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Every year 50,000 representatives of the Labour 
Service will come to Nuremberg: “ this will be repeated 
year by year, decade by decade, for centuries until at last 
from all our common efforts, from our resolute and un­
broken education of our German people, a true German 
community of the people has been formed which none 
shall tear asunder and none shall sever— one block as 
you stand here to-day.” 1

Speaking at the annual harvest celebration on the Bücke- 
berg on 6 October 1935 Hitler said:

“ When wc assumed power in Germany, the Reich 
was powerless abroad and delivered over to economic 
ruin at home. The most characteristic feature of this 
economic ruin was the collapse of the German peasantry. 
Many at that time gave up Germany for lost, amongst 
them many of those who to-day will not admit that the 
recovery of the nation was and is an historic achieve­
ment. Germany finds herself ina more difficult economic 
situation than that of other lands. We have not the living- 
space (Lebensrauin) that these peoples possess. We have 
not the basis for our food-supply which has been given 
to these nations. Wc have not the raw materials that 
these States have. We have not their colonies, and we 
have not all the possibilities and international connexions 
which are at the disposal of these States and peoples. 
Yet we have tried to solve our problems, and we have 
solved them— better than in many States which started 
with more advantages than Germany. If Bolshevist 
Russia were able to secure her subjects their daily bread, 
what would that mean in a State which has eighteen 
times as much territory as Germany per head of the 
population? If in America, in England, in France there 
is no anxiety for the people’s bread, no shortage of pro- 

1 F.Z., 13 Sept. 1935.
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visions, what significance can that have in such gigantic 
dominions, which could place more than fifteen or 
twenty times as much soil at the disposal of the indi­
vidual citizen ? Yet if there is distress even in these 
countries, which should be overflowing with abundance, 
who will not grant that the leadership of German eco­
nomic life and the leadership of the German Reich has 
scored a triumph if it lias succeeded in mastering this 
distress in Germany?”

"It is clear, indeed, that we could not let things run 
their course. Such a miracle would not have happened 
of itself. If Germany is to live, she must manage and 
control her entire economy on the lines of a well-run 
farm; it must be viewed and planned as a whole. Since 
we are so confined, and possess so few advantages in. the 
struggle for existence, we must cultivate and administer 
this Reich of ours with special care and judgement. We 
shall not manage without a plan. If we allowed matters 
to take their course, on the principle that everyone can 
do as he pleases, in a short time this liberty would end 
in nothing but terrible starvation. No, we must safe­
guard our business and our economic life according to 
plan.”

"In the miniature State which is represented by the 
farm one will, and one alone, must distribute the work, 
must organize it, assign it, and thus determine it. That 
is our task, too, the task of those who have been singled 
out by destiny to lead this people. This National Social­
ist Government cannot be dependent on individuals each 
with his own interests. It cannot be dependent on town' 
or country, on workmen or on employers. It cannot be 
dependent on industry, manual labour, trade, or finance. 
It can recognize only one single obligation. Just as you 
stand before me here, my German fellow-countrymen, 
so far more than 68 times your number stand without.
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Our people embraces 68 millions and it is these 68 
millions who give us our commission! The people alone 
is our master, and it is this people that we serve con­
scientiously and to the best of our knowledge. But to 
fulfil this task it is essential that everyone should under­
stand that the discipline and order which it demands 
from him arc to his own advantage, and that the autho­
rity which asks for this order is acting in his interests. 
All must understand this, for it benefits all.“ 1

Later in the same speech Hitler said: “Where is the 
statesman, where is the head of a State who can walk 
among his people as I walk among you? That is the 
wonderful tiling, that our people has understood this 
Government, has grasped the necessity for it and for its 
actions, and quietly goes on its way in the face of those 
weaklings who fail to understand. It is in the interests 
of all wlten wc say that prices must be maintained, and 
it is in the interests of all when we say that wages must 
remain fixed. W c are serving the country’s interests by 
securing and guaranteeing prices not only in good, but 
also in bad times. I hope that everyone, in town and 
country alike, will understand how necessary and impor­
tant it is for him to go the whole way with his Govern­
ment. It would be easier and less burdensome for us to 
make concessions first to one side, then to the other. 
Perhaps wc should be more popular for the moment. 
Millions of workers would greet the news with joy, if we 
were to tell them that we were raising the rate of wages. 
Millions of peasants, it may be, would rejoice if we 
informed them that we were raising the prices of agri­
cultural produce. But after a few months both classes 
would join in cursing us, for both would realize that it 
would mean for Germany only the endless spiral all over 

1 F.Z., 8 Oct. 1935. .
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again. Higher wages lead to higher prices. Higher prices 
lead to higher wages. Both lead to devaluation of the 
mark, to depreciation of our savings; both lead to the 
destruction of our existence and our very being. I f  you 
are not mad or bent on self-destruction, you cannot do 
otherwise than stand as one man behind the Govern­
ment in its fight for the stability of the economic life of 
Germany. We follow this policy, not because we may 
perhaps receive dividends from any quarter; no, we follow 
it because we wish to work for ourselves and for our 
people, because we wish to save our people from the 
most terrible disillusionmcnts. And so in this fight I 
expect that every worker, every peasant, and every em­
ployer will support the Government as one man, for we 
arc dealing with interests common to them all. More 
than ever is leadership necessary to-day.” 1

In his speech in the Kroll Opera House, Berlin, at the 
opening of the Winter-Help Campaign of 1935 Hitler said: 
“ If we look at other countries around us we see that 
with few exceptions they are still in the grip of the class- 
war, and when we study this class-war in the present- 
day life of the peoples then we come to the following 
conclusions:

"(i) The class-war in the past has been unable to 
master the causes of this struggle : the most that could 
be achieved was a temporary armistice when one class 
or another emerged as apparently victorious.”

“ (ii) Secondly, it is clear that this struggle was in 
no way determined by reason or indeed by justice, 
but all these struggles were decided by the economic 
possibilities which were open to the parties at the 
moment. A t one time it was the large strike-funds of

1 F.Z., 8 Oct. 1935. Sec also Hitler’s statement on wages and 
prices in the speech at the Bückeberg on 4 Oct, 1936, p. 934.
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the workers which carried the day, at another it was the 
still larger lock-out funds of the employers. At one 
moment it was the skill of one side which could mobilize 
certain arguments for victory and a little later the skill 
of the other.”

“ (iii) We have seen during many a year that however 
dissimilar in detail the issue of these struggles might 
be it made no practical difference: to the party which 
won the day the victory brought no real profit; in the 
long run for both parties alike the result was purely 
negative. But at the same time this struggle cost both 
parties, year in year out, incalculable losses. We can 
realize that if these losses which every year ran into 
hundreds of millions of marks had been used for a 
common relief-fund, both sides would have profited 
greatly.”

“ So far as power may achieve it,' the class-war has 
conic to an end in Germany, i.e. there is no longer any­
one in a position to wage such a war. The National 
Socialist Movement will never allow its organizations, 
built up as they arc on quite other levels than those of 
the class-war, to attempt any such thing. Perhaps one 
or another still allows this idea to wander about in his 
mind, still hopes for a better, that is a worse, time in 
which he might be able once more to mobilize these 
instincts. Let no one cherish these illusions. We have 
the power to stop any such thing.”

"A nd it is our task, too, to solve in the material sphere 
the differences which underlie this class-war. In this 
respect I may fairly say that I feel myself to be the most 
independent of men: I am under obligations to none, 
subject to none, owing gratitude to none, but responsible 
to my conscience alone. And this conscience of mine 
receives its orders from one authority alone, our people—•

1 German: machimößig.
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the German people and its chosen representatives united 
in the Movement, in the National Socialist Party.”

■‘And when weset to work to find the material solution 
for these problems— and that we can do thanks to the 
authority which our leadership possesses and thanks to 
the source from which that authority is derived— then 
wc must admit that this class-war has another side— its 
ideal side. What would the world be without ideals? 
The great majority of men is not capable of viewing the 
problems of life from the standpoint of a really pro­
found knowledge and from this standpoint solving and 
answering these problems. But that which they lack in 
comprehension is given to them through the inner voice 
which speaks to them, though they realize it not, and 
often gives them counsel and warning.”

Millions fought in the World War as “ true idealists”  
without thinking of what its effects might be for them 
personally. They fought “ in the clearest recognition of 
necessities. Those who had known only the shadowy 
side of life, when the tremendous appeal of the nation 
came to them, suddenly from a knowledge and an experi­
ence which was theirs in the very depths of their being 
became in a moment the bravest, the most honourable1 
of soldiers.”

“ But what might not such an ideal accomplish if it 
became the experience of a nation not only in war-time, 
but already in time of peace? The National Socialist 
ideal of the community of a people is a mighty reality.”  
Upon it depends the existence of the German people. 
“ But do not let us deceive ourselves. Still to-day there 
is a danger that this unity of the German people may 
be destroyed. Outside our borders and about us lurk 
the ferments of disintegration, their only aim to be able 
one day to introduce afresh into our bodies the poison

‘ German: anständigsten.
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that \vc have expelled. Bolshevism is a timeless phe­
nomenon, it is the name only which from time to time 
changes through the millennia.”

"W e arc all burdened with the past and many of us 
Germans with the present, too. All the factors of 
descent, and of property, of knowledge, of culture, tra­
ditions of many kinds, they separate men, they are calcu­
lated always to break up the community of the people.
It is an evil day when there is no unifying element to 
set against these sundering forces. But economics cannot 
solve everything: it is in the very nature of economic 
life that failure over and over again should dog the foot­
steps of success. In the very nature of this economic 
struggle is founded the law that by the process of natural 
and necessary selection the way leads ever, more or 
less, through sacrifice. It is so easy to let the fallen . 
victims lie. How simple to say, they have fallen, they 
have stumbled: but what is that to us? Yet it is pre­
cisely at this point that the community of the people 
must play its part. These individual members of the 
community whom the economic life has ruined— they 
must be set upon their legs again!”

"B ut it may be objected: 'If economics cannot solve 
everything, why not solve the problem through the 
State? Raise more taxes!’ We have of course weighed 
the possibility of leaving to the State the conduct of this 
great Winter-Help scheme. But we immediately gave up 
the idea because we believe that this proposal would allow 
the individual German to escape from his obligations. 
W e want to show him a living community. What is the 
State? Fellow-countryman, you are the State. Itisnotfor 
the State to compel you to do what is your natural duty, 
you yourself must give living expression to your sympathy 
with that community of which you are a part. You must 
not retreat and say that that does not please you.”
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“ Do not say to me, ‘Yes, but all the same this col­
lecting of money is a trying affair1. You have never 
come to know hunger, otherwise you would realize how 
trying hunger can be. You have never yourself experi­
enced what it means to have nothing to eat, much less 
have you known what it means not to be able to give 
your dearest anything to cat.”

“ And if someone else further objects ‘But, you know 
this One-Dish-Sunday: I would so gladly give some­
thing but my stomach, even as it is, is always causing 
me difficulty. I really don’t sec the use of this “ One- 
Dish” arrangement. So I will give you now ten pfen­
nige.’ No, no, my dear friend. We have introduced all 
this with a purpose. It is not merely that this ‘One- 
Dish-Sunday’ has brought in some thirty million marks: 
you cannot calculate how many millions we were able to 
support with that. Perhaps you don’t see the reason for 
it, my fellow-countryman, but we can say to you this: 
‘For you, just because you don’t understand, it is useful 
to be brought back at least once to your own people.’ ”  

“ Wc could perhaps have done it in some other way. 
But No! We want to show to the whole world and to 
our people that we Germans do not regard the word 
‘Community’ as an empty phrase, but that for us it does 
truly carry with it a sense of inner obligation. That is 
our war! We are engaged in the greatest campaign of 
conquest in the history of the world: we are set on the 
conquest of the German people.”

“And so we appeal once more to the German. And 
in the execution of this work wc are not narrow-minded. 
We shut no one outl Wc are fighting the Communist in 
our midst and, if necessary, we strike him to the ground. 
But if he says T  am hungry’— Good! He must have 
something to eat. We do not fight him in order to kill 
him, but to protect our people from a mad theory.
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But if he comes to reason and returns to his people, 
then we are ready to welcome him warmly.”

' ‘And if someone says, ‘But still here and there in 
Germany there is hunger’. Very good, my fellow­
count ryman. It is quite right that you should call our 
attention to the fact. We invite you first of all to make 
a somewhat greater sacrifice. For your statement will 
feed no one: the only cure is that we should do more.’ 

The speech closed with a general appeal to rich and poor 
to contribute to the Winter-Help Fund: “Men come and 
men die. But this community, from which the nation 
again and again renews its strength, it shall last for ever. 
And for this undying community you must do your 
part: to this community you must give your care.” 1

In a speech delivered in Berlin on 29 November 1935 
at the opening of the Deutschland Halle, the great indoor 
sports stadium, Hitler said:

“ Distress will not conquer Germany; the National 
Socialist Movement will conquer distress.”  They would 
solve the raw-material difficulty, but it would be easier 
if the rest of the world were not mad.1

At the centenary’ celebration of the German railways 
Hitler spoke on 8  December 1935- He said that from the 
first the railway in Germany had been the railway of 
the German Reich and therefore practically a unifying 
factor. Whatever new possibilities in transport modem 
inventors might create, the significance of the railway 
for mass-transport must remain unchallenged. “ The 
motor-car is a means of transport for persons, the aero­
plane is a means of more rapid transport, but the abso-

1 F.Z., ri Oct. 1935 {speech of 8 Oct. 1935).
1 Cited from The Timer, 30 Nov. 1935. This citation is not 

included in the German report of the speech given in F.Z., 1 Dec. 
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“ Do not say to me, ‘Yes, but all the same this col­
lecting of money is a trying affair’ . You have never 
come to know hunger, otherwise you would realize how 
trying hunger can be. You have never yourself experi­
enced what it means to have nothing to eat, much less 
have you known what it means not to be able to give 
your dearest anything to eat.”

“ And if someone else further objects ‘But, you know 
this One-Dish-Sunday: I would so gladly give some­
thing but my stomach, even as it is, is always causing 
me difficulty. I really don’t see the use of this “ One- 
Dish” arrangement. So I will give you now ten Pfen­
nige.* No, no, my dear friend. We have introduced all 
this with a purpose. It is not merely that this ‘One- 
Dish-Sunday’ has brought in some thirty million marks: 
you cannot calculate how many millions we were able to 
support with that. Perhaps you don’t sec the reason for 
it, my fellow-countryman, but we can say to you this: 
‘ For you, just because you don’t understand, it is useful 
to be brought back at least once to your own people,’ ” 

“ We could perhaps have done it in some other way. 
But No! We want to show to the whole world and to 
our people that we Germans do not regard the word 
‘Community’ as an empty phrase, but that for us it does 
truly carry with it a sense of inner obligation. That is 
our war! We are engaged in the greatest campaign of 
conquest in the history of the world: we are set on the 
conquest of the German people."

“ And so we appeal once more to the German. And 
in the execution of this work we are not narrow-minded. 
We shut no one out! We are fighting the Communist in 
our midst and, if necessary, we strike him to the ground. 
But if he says ‘I am hungry’— Good! He must have 
something to eat. We do not fight him in order to kill 
him, but to protect our people from a mad theory.
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But if he comes to reason and returns to his people, 
then we are ready to welcome him warmly.”

‘‘And if someone says, ‘But still here and there in 
Germany there is hunger*. Very good, my fellow- 
countryman. It is quite right that you should call our 
attention to the fact. Wc invite you first of all to make 
a somewhat greater sacrifice. For your statement will 
feed no one: the only cure is that we should do more.”

The speech closed with a general appeal to rich and poor 
to contribute to the Winter-Help Fund: “ Men come and 
men die. But this community, from which the nation 
again and again renews its strength, it shall last for ever. 
And for this undying community you must do your 
part: to this community you must give your care.” 1

In a speech delivered in Berlin on 29 November 1935  
at the opening of the Deutschland Halle, the great indoor 
sports stadium, Hitler said:

“ Distress will not conquer Germany; the National 
Socialist Movement will conquer distress.'* They would 
solve the raw-material difficulty, but it would be easier 
if the rest of the world were not mad.a

A t the centenary celebration of the German railways 
Hitler spoke on 8 December 1935• He said that from the 
first the railway in Germany had been the railway of 
the German Reich and therefore practically a unifying 
factor. Whatever new possibilities in transport modem 
inventors might create, the significance of the railway 
for mass-transport must remain unchallenged. The 
motor-car is a means of transport for persons, the aero­
plane is a means of more rapid transport, but the abso-

‘ F.Z., i i  Oct. 1935 (speech of 8 Oct. 1935).
1 Cited from The Times, 30 Nov. 1935. This citation is not 

included in the German report of the speech given in F.Z., 1 Dec. 
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lutely secure means of mass-transport is and must 
remain for the future, as it has been in the past, the 
railway. Wc can easily picture modern life without the 
aeroplane or without the motor-car: we cannot picture 
it without the railway. From considerations of the 
general interests of society as a whole our task will be 
to assure that each means of transport shall play its 
proper part.

As against the representation of purely capitalistic 
individual interests the railway-system, as it has deve­
loped in Germany, is the first socialistic undertaking to 
be organized on a really large scale. “The whole net­
work of the railway is in its very nature a socialistic 
conception: the characteristic feature of this undertaking 
is that it is not the question of profit, but the satisfaction 
of the need for communications which is the primary 
consideration. This undertaking more than any other 
from the first moment when it began to serve the in­
terests of a greater political community has stood for the 
principle not to build tines where it was absolutely 
certain that they could pay their way but rather to build 
lines wherever the need for better communications 
existed: the loss on unprofitable lines bad to be met 
from those which were profitable and thus a balance 
established.’ ’

"It would be a step backward with incalculable conse­
quences if we to-day conceived the idea of giving up 
those lines which cannot show any certainty of profit. 
That would represent a return to the worst of purely 
capitalistic points of view. It is therefore our task in the 
future to secure that the German Reichsbahn (Railway 
of the Reich) is not sacrificed to other traffic organiza­
tions which have not yet adopted and cannot adopt this 
larger principle of a socialistic service to the community; 
rather we must see to it that in the future there shall be
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discovered a synthesis between this socialist undertaking 
and the new progressive individualistic forces which are 
seeking to satisfy our present need for transport facili­
ties*’. . . .

“ The socialistic character of the Reichsbahn is further 
a warning against the exclusive claims of the theory of 
private capital. The railway is the living proof that one 
can satisfactorily carry on an undertaking in the interest 
of the community without any private-capitalistic ten­
dency and without private-capitalistic leadership. For 
it must never be forgotten that the German Reichsbahn 
is the greatest economic undertaking in the whole world, 
that it commissions more work than any other institu­
tion. The German Reichsbahn has had and still has no 
fear of a comparison with railway systems built up on 
tiic foundation of private capital. Anyone who in peace 
time had, for instance, the opportunity to compare the 
Prussian State Railway with the private undertakings of 
other countries must have convinced himself that this 
business conducted by the community— and in the 
highest sense of the word on ‘socialistic’ lines— could 
not only stand that comparison but was the best con­
ducted, best organized, and even from a trader’s point 
of view the most profitable undertaking of them all. 
This business thus represented the great achievement of 
a community” . . . .

It was very important to keep this in view at a time 
when men ran all too easily to extremes and when on 
the one side it was thought that the only economy which 
could serve the interests of the community was a socialis­
tic economy or on the other hand that the only possible 
economy -was one which served particular capitalist 
interests. “ We see the unending series of successes 
attained by the capitalist economic development of the 
nineteenth century, but at the same time in the Reichs-
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bahn we have a striking proof that it is just as possible 
to build up an undertaking on another basis so that it 
can stand as a model and an example and through that 
fact it possesses for us incalculable value.” . . .

Thirdly, the Reichsbahn is essentially socialistic in the 
whole character of its internal organization. It proves 
that one can carry on a great social institution without 
giving immense rewards by way of profits to individuals. 
And that is important. “That which we see on one side 
in our army, wc see Itère in the sphere of economics—  
a gigantic undertaking built up essentially on the basis 
of a consciousness of duty and of joy in service. You 
will, I am sure, admit that-—whatever place an indi­
vidual occupies in the organization of the Reichsbahn—  
he does not in fact receive for the service which he 
renders anything like the equivalent of what he would 
get in a private capitalist firm, but that this whole 
giant undertaking, even when regarded from an eco­
nomic standpoint, is built up on the same conceptions 
and principles as those with which we are familiar in 
our administration, in our bureaucracy, and in the army. 
The Reichsbahn is an organization where every member 
is extraordinarily loyal in fulfilling his duties, beginning 
from the workman on the permanent way or the signal­
man up to the highest officials in the executive of the 
undertaking.” It is important to know this at a time 
when under the influence of the general economic 
development it is all too easy to hold the view that to 
conduct a great economic undertaking on lines other than 
those adopted by private capital is altogether unthinkable. 
And yet at the same time this undertaking conducted and 
organized on high ethical and moral ideas is the most 
progressive traffic-organization that there is anywhere.

“That we National Socialists should welcome in par­
ticular this side of the Reichsbahn’s organization is but
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natural. We fight for a State that must be founded on 
the thought that the common good should come before 
the good of the individual and in this we are moved by 
a vast measure of idealism. Not a few say that we are 
victims of an unjustifiable fantasy— an ideology. But 
\ve possess weighty examples and well founded supports 
for our view in history, in the essential character of the 
State, in the administration, in the body of our officials, 
in the army, and here in an economic undertaking— the 
German Reichsbahn— and they all go to show that our 
view can certainly be realized. I know that nothing in 
this world is achieved at one blow, that everything needs 
time for its development, but I am convinced that such 
an evolution is conceivable and that it is our duty to 
strive after such a development in every sphere. But 
not in order to serve any theory. We are fully aware 
that nowhere must we block the free initiative of per­
sonality. We do not want to do any such thing. But it is 
essential that the thought which governs our action 
should ever again and again be set before us as our great 
final aim: the achievements of the individual have in 
the first place to serve the community and the profit 
which accrues to the community will then be converted 
into that part of the profit which is the share of the indi­
vidual. That is an ideal which in some spheres is already 
realized, in other spheres it is in process of development, 
in other spheres again it is not even ripe for development. 
But we want to guard ourselves against any doctrinaire 
theories, whatever be their nature.”

Hitler closed his speech with an expression of thanks to 
all those who in any capacity were working on the railway. 
"In  working together” , he said, "on such a task in the 
interest of the community you are helping along with 
others to create the foundation for a State of the future.” 1 

* F.Z., 9 Dec. 1935.
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In his Proclamation at the opening of the Parteitag of 
iç j6 in Nuremberg Hitler explained the programme of the 
Second Four Years Plan. Its object was in the first place 
the exploitation of possibilities provided by Germany her­
self; participation in the economic life of the world beyond 
Germany's frontiers could occupy only a secondary place.

“ Since the National Socialist State is in no circum­
stances prepared to undertake a limitation of the numbers 
of its people, but on the contrary is determined to in­
crease this national fertility of the nation, we are com­
pelled to consider and to weigh the consequences of this 
development in the future. Any considerable increase 
in the productivity of the soil is impossible, any con­
siderable increase in our exports in the near future is 
hardly possible. It is therefore the duty of National 
Socialist leaders in the State and in German economic 
life to inquire most carefully what necessary raw mate­
rials, fuel, &c., can be produced within Germany itself."

“ The foreign currency thereby saved ought in the 
future to serve as an additional security for our food- 
supply and also for the purchase of those materials 
which in no circumstances can be produced within our 
country. And this I therefore proclaim to-day as the 
New Four Years Programme” :

“ In four years Germany must be completely inde­
pendent of foreign countries so far as concerns those 
materials which by any means through German, skill, 
through our chemical and machine industry or through 
our mining industry we can ourselves produce. Further, 
the new development of this great German raw-material 
industry will, within the national economy, usefully 
employ the supplies of labour which will be set free on 
the completion of our rearmament. We hope in this 
way to be able once more to increase the national pro­
duction in many spheres— and that, too, in the internal
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course of our economic life— so that the income derived 
from our exports may be reserved in the first instance 
for the supply of foodstuffs or for the supply of those 
raw materials which we still shall not be able to produce 
ourselves.”

“ I have already issued the necessary instructions for 
the execution of this vast German economic plan, which 
will be carried through with National Socialist energy 
and vigour. But, independently of this, Germany cannot 
give up the satisfaction of her colonial demands. The 
right to live of the German people is just as great as the 
rights of the other nations.”

‘ ‘I know, my National Socialist fellow-countrymen, 
that this new Programme represents a colossal task, but 
in the scientific sphere in many branches the problem 
is already solved; methods of production are now being 
tested and are already in part determined and settled. 
Therefore the complete realization of this programme is 
only a question of our own energy and resolution. As 
National Socialists we have never recognized the word 
‘impossible’, and we therefore refuse in future to admit 
it as an enrichment of our vocabulary. In four years’ 
time we shall once more render account to the nation on 
this gigantic work for securing its food and thereby of 
securing its life and its independence."

“ Perhaps from the mouth of western democrats we 
may soon hear once more the complaint that we do not 
allow to economic life the liberty to act as it may choose, 
but that we put it into the strait-jacket of our State 
planning. But, my fellow-countrymen, you will under­
stand that in this case it is not a question of democracy 
or liberty, it is a question of existence or non-existence.
It is not the liberty or the profit of some industrialists 
which is in question; the life and the liberty of the 
German nation are at stake. Whoever believes that he
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cannot remain within the circle of interests of this free­
dom and this life, he has no right to exist in our com­
munity.1,1

In his address to the Labour Front at the Nuremberg 
Parteitag on 12 September 1936 Hitler said:

"It is not the income which plays the principal part in 
a worker’s life, it is his subsistence which is of the first 
importance. But in order to increase even by 10 per 
cent, the subsistence of the German worker ten thousand 
factories and undertakings would have to produce more. 
It is a thankless task to be bound to care for the sub­
sistence of a people of 68 millions which is compressed 
within an impossibly narrow area. In certain spheres 
our land cannot by any means increase its production: 
it is therefore dependent upon imports and must in 
consequence in other spheres achieve miracles in order 
to make this importation possible.”

The essential point in the.task set before National 
Socialist leadership is so to raise the whole volume of 
our production that to each individual a somewhat en­
larged share in consumption results; for the wage of a 
people has meaning only when it arises from production. 
Production alone is the real payment for labour, not 
what one earns in money. Every increase in production 
benefits the whole people and not only the wealthy few. 
If the production of coal in Germany could be raised 
by 30 or 40 million tons then not only could some few 
persons consume these 30 or 40 million tons, but the 
great mass of the people. Every increase in production 
benefits the whole people and thus also raises the 
people’s standard of living.. . .  The aim of the National 
Socialist Revolution had been to fashion anew and thus 
improve German life. . . . The Bolshevist Soviet State

' V.B., 10 Sept. 1936.
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was a prime example of the failure of Marxism, for the 
standard of life of the worker there was two-thirds lower 
than that of the German worker. " I f  we had at our 
disposal the incalculable wealth and stores of raw mate­
rial of the Ural mountains and the unending fertile 
plains of the Ukraine to be exploited under National 
Socialist leadership, then we would produce and our 
German people swim in plenty.” 1 . . .  In Russia the 
population of these wide areas was starving because a 
Jcwish-Bolshevist leadership was incapable of organizing 
production and thus incapable of giving practical help 
to the worker. . . .  He who would lead production 
must show capacity: not the question of the number 
of years a man had served an undertaking could deter­
mine his fitness for a leading position in economic life: 
what was decisive was his achievement, his intelligence, 
his initiative, and his energy. . . .* “ Improvement in our 
economic life depends on two factors: it depends in the 
first place on the determination to guide all a people's 
forces towards a mighty common effort directed to such 
improvement, and in the second place on a better educa­
tion.” On thiseducationNationalSocialismwasengaged. 
The German Labour Front was perhaps the mightiest 
monument of this work of national education, the most 
living expression of this new community. "Overandover 
again into every individual must be hammered the con­
viction: ‘You are here only to serve your people. Alone 
you arc nothing: only as part of the life of the whole 
you are everything, only in a Front are you Power.’ ” . . .

“ When I say to-day that in four years we shall have

1 From the report of the speech in The Times, 15 Sept. 1936. 
The censored German text reads: “ If the U ra l. . . Siberia . . .  and 
the Ukraine . . . were in Germany. . . .”

1 What precedes is a translation of the report in V.B., 14 Sept. 
1936. From that report it is not clear how far Hitler’s precise 
wording is reproduced.
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solved this or that problem, all that seems to me to be 
easy compared with my task when years ago as a lonely 
wanderer I set out upon the way which was to lead me 
from nothing to the headship of the German nation. 
Therefore let no one object ‘But this is impossible’. 
That no one can— no one must —say to me. I am not 
one of the men who allow themselves to say, ‘ It is im­
possible'. It must be possible, for Germany must live."

"1 grant you that we can solve the problems only if 
we form one Front. If everyone goes in whatever direc­
tion he chooses, one one way, and one another, when 
everyone thinks that he can find salvation after his own 
fashion,1 then naturally it is impossible. At the time 
when every German thought that he could go his own 
way then Germany, and with Germany all Germans, 
were in a sorry state.2 And that is true, too, for the 
future. 1 am sweeping together all the forces of our 
people. From 68 million individual Germans there must 
arise a single concentrated opinion, a single concentrated 
will, one conviction and one resolution. Then the great 
tasks before us will at once become ludicrously small. 
If I imagined that I had to go forward alone and that 
behind me everyone was running wherever he chose 
then I, too, could only despair, but if I know that I lead 
the way while behind me there marches a whole people, 
then I have no cares, be the tasks as hard as they may."

“ Someone may say to me, 'We have a shortage of 
cotton.’ In four years, my comrades, every factory will 
be working at full speed. We shall have our own Ger­
man materials. Another may say, ‘We could not buy 
enough rubber.’ Mark my words: factories will spring

1 German : nach seiner Fasson selig werden— a reference to the 
well-known dictum of Frederick the Great.

1 On the danger of this "vulgar egoism" cf. the Harvest Festival 
speech of 4 Oct. 1936. V.B., 5 Oct. 1936, p. 934 infra.
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up from the ground, and one of these days our motors 
will have our own German rubber. It may be objected: 
‘But where arc you going to get your petrol from, if 
you keep on raising the number of motors in Germany?’ 
Wc shall get our petrol from our own soil: we shall get 
it from our coal.”

“ I shall never say, ‘That is impossible, and therefore 
the wheels must stand still, therefore the German people 
must go hungry.’ No, the German people shall work, 
it will solve the problems because they are there, and 
because we are determined that they shall be solved. 
When I see you before me as the Front of German 
Labour then I would ask you to consider the meaning 
of the word ‘Front’— ‘Front’ means one will, it means 
one resolution, ‘Front’ means a goal and it means also 
action."

. . . The most terrible fate for a people is when its 
unfortunates lose hope. " I f  I set great tasks before the 
German people, by so doing, it is certainly true that I 
am making more work and more burdens for many people 
and they will say; ‘We are given no rest, there are per­
petually new aims proposed.’ But you who are hit by 
these plans of ours, never forget that what you complain 
of is at the same time for many millions a new ray of 
hope, that these millions who live under life’s shadow 
can now venture to believe once more that after all we are 
making progress: ‘The Führer has worked out a new 
plan: we believe that things will be set right again, we 
shall all get our jobs.’ Do not forget that one man’s 
burden is for countless others an uplift: that it may 
produce a great new confident assurance that we shall 
come through. Further, we shall see to it that no one 
from outside interferes with Germany.so as to make 
this solution impossible and to create chaos. In my life 
I have had so many fights, so much opposition, I have
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conquered so often, the opposition has been broken 
down so many times, that I can never feel myself to be 
anything but a fighter. I know, too, that in the life of 
peoples that nation only endures which is ready to meet 
every opposition, to withstand every danger. Therefore 
it is my care that wc should not be a defenceless State 
in those threatening days which perhaps lie before us, 
but that here, too, we can look to the German future 
with confidence, with hope and faith.. . .  I shall demand 
every sacrifice that is necessary to protect and to secure 
our people, for I believe that the most unfortunate man 
on the face of the earth is he who cannot master his mis­
fortune because his own strengtli fails him.” . . .  If 
Germany builds up her economic Front which is a part 
of the great Front of our national self-preservation, then 
“ Germany will be indestructible, then will Reich and 
nation be secure, then will they endure into the cen­
turies yet to come and our children will be spared what 
we had to suffer for eighteen years” .1 ■

In his speech at the annual harvest celebration on the 
Bückeberg on 4 October tçjô Hitler said:

“ If at any time in Germany the harvest sinks only by 
20 per cent., then that is for our people a catastrophe. 
Twenty per cent, less grain would for our German food- 
supply have terrible, hardly imaginable, consequences. 
What men can do to avoid such a catastrophe that we 
do in Germany. But we feel all the more deeply our 
duty every year to render thanks to the Power on which 
depends in the last resort this final 20 per cent, of our 
harvest. We know that Eternal Providence must first 
give its gracious consent to all that human industry and 
human work can achieve. And it is for this reason that 
we unite here on this day to render thanks to the 

1 V.B., 14 Sept. 1936.
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Almighty that He has not allowed the work of a whole 
year to be spent in vain, but that from the work of this 
year once more our people’s daily bread is secured for 
the coming year.” 1

In the same speech Hitler said, speaking of the Second 
Four Years Plan:

“ You have a few weeks ago heard of a great programme, 
a programme which aims at strengthening still further 
the independence of Germany and thereby the security 
for the maintenance of our people. It is a programme 
which can be carried through only with a people and in 
a people which like the German people of to-day can be 
guided towards a single goal and whose powers of work 
arc all concentrated in a single direction. And while 
you, my farmers, are now on your fields and under­
take the preparations for the coming year, and when 
in spring you continue this work, then rest assured 
that many hundreds of thousands of German men are 
already elsewhere at work on the realization of this new 
programme. On every side creative work will be going 
on. Everywhere in Germany it has been realized that 
life is not a problem of financial speculations but always 
only a problem of work. You, my farmers, you will 
understand that. No farmer ever made a success of 
things who thought that he could speculate. One must 
take the hoc in one’s hand and the plough, one must 
work to win success. That is what we are doing in the 
towns and in the country, and before this great work 
which lies in front of us we have only one single wish, 
one single request that we would make of Providence: 
that Providence in the coming year as in the past will 
not withhold its blessing. Then if  we stand together, 
in a year’s time we shall have once more made further 

1 V.B., $ Oct. 1936.
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progress. Many vast raw-material factories will then 
supply us with what perhaps wc lack at present.” 1

In the sonic speech he said:
"If anyone should say: I regard my own occupation 

from the standpoint of my personal interests or I 
measure the value of my work by the standard of my 
personal profit, then my answer must be: M y friend, 
you arc a low-minded egoist! If other fellow-country­
men of yours were to act in precisely the same way, 
where should wc in Germany be? You have no more 
rights than your neighbour.”

“ I do not regard it as a happy thing either for the 
individual or for the people as a whole that wc should 
allow our economic life to develop into an affair of 
financial speculation; rather I believe that there can be 
only effective and productive work, and that such work 
is tlie foundation of the existence of all our fellow- 
countrymen.”

‘ ‘When therefore someone says: it is I who determine 
the rate of my wage, and the other says I determine the 
price for my goods, if we were to permit things to go 
on in this way then in a short time wc should be in the 
same state as other peoples. Then all order would break 
down and similarly every condition needed for internal 
stability and thus for the existence of all.”

“ You are to see in me, my fellow-countrymen, the 
man who with ruthless resolution will defend against 
the madness and the egoism of individuals those higher 
common interests of the nation which are based upon 
reason and the realities of our situation. I will not 
suffer anyone to come and say: the price for my goods 
or the wage for my work I determine for myself. M y 
friend, when this madness threatens you yourself, will 

' V . B . ,  5 0 « . 1936.
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you be able to protect yourself? That will be the time 
when you too will come to recognize the necessity for a 
strong authority to stand over you which can take you 
too under its protection,”

“ Look to-day at Spain, look at other countries—  
from these examples don’t you yourself think that it is 
better that we should so build up our economic life 
that there is established a stable relation between wages 
and prices, rather than that we should let wages and 
prices simply go their own way and then at last should 
seek to restore the former state of affairs through de­
valuation ? That is not our wish. I believe that in our 
State Reason must reign and that the German people 
has enough judgement and enough discipline to under­
stand the necessity for this Reason. And in that case 
we shall recognize in the first place that wc can sur­
vive only if we have social peace, that is if each individual 
cannot do as he likes. The individual must subordinate 
himself to the community as a whole, to a higher com­
mon interest. . . .  All in common must have regard for 
each other. And in the second place we shall recognize 
that our wage and price policy must remain stable and 
constant. And if anyone thinks that he can offend 
against this policy, believe me that so long as I live and 
stand at the head of the Reich I will successfully defend 
the reason of general national self-preservation against 
all such individuals in their madness.” 1

In his speech in the Reichstag on 30 January 1937 
Hitler said:

“ National Socialism vigorously combats the opinion 
which holds that the economic structure exists for the 
benefit of capital and that the people are to be looked 
upon as subject to the economic system. We were 

1 V .B .,  s  Oct. 1936.
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therefore determined from the very beginning to exter­
minate the false notion that the economic system could 
exist and operate entirely freely and entirely outside of 
any control or supervision on the part of the State. 
To-day there can no longer be such a thing as an inde­
pendent economic system. That is to say, the economic 
system can no longer be left to itself exclusively. And 
this is so, not only because it is unallowable from the 
political point of view, but also because, in the purely 
economic sphere itself, the consequences would be 
disastrous.”

“ It is out of the question that millions of individuals 
should be allowed to work just as they like and merely 
to meet their own needs; but it is just as impossible to 
allow the entire system of economics to function ac­
cording to the notions held exclusively in economic 
circles and thus made to serve egotistic interests. Then 
there is the further consideration that these economic 
circles are not in a position to bear the responsibility for 
their own failures. In its modern phase of development 
the economic system concentrates enormous' masses of 
workers in certain special branches and in definite local 
areas. New inventions or a slump in the market may 
destroy whole branches of industry at one blow.”

“ The industrialist may close his factory gates. He may 
even try to find a new field for his personal activities. 
In most cases he will not be ruined so easily. Moreover, 
the industrialists who have to suffer in such contingen­
cies are only a small number of individuals. But on the 
other side there are hundreds of thousands of workers, 
with their wives and children. Who is to defend their 
interests and care for them? The whole community of 
the people? Indeed, it is its duty to do so. Therefore 
the whole community cannot be made to bear the burden 
of economic disasters without according it the right of
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influencing and controlling economic life and thus 
avoiding catastrophes.”

“ In the years 1932-3, when the German economic 
system seemed definitely ruined, I recognized even more 
clearly than ever before that the salvation of our people 
was not a financial problem. It was exclusively a pro­
blem of how industrial labour could best be employed 
on the one side and, on the other, how our agricultural 
resources could be utilized.”

“ This is first and foremost a problem of organization. 
Phrases, such as the freedom of the economic system, 
for example, arc no help. What we have to do is to use 
all available means at hand to make production possible 
and open up fields of activity for our working energies. 
If this can be successfully done by the economic leaders 
themselves, that is to say by the industrialists, then we 
are content.”

“ But if they fail, the folk-community, which in this 
case means the State, is obliged to step in for the purpose 
of seeing that the working energies of the nation are 
employed in such a way that what they produce will be 
of use to the nation, and the State will have to devise 
the necessary measures to assure this. In this respect 
the State may do everything; but one thing it cannot do 
— and this was the actual state of affairs we had to face—  
is to allow 12,000 million working hours to be lost year 
after year.”

“ For the folk-community does not exist on the 
fictitious value of money but on the results of productive 
labour, which is what gives money its value.”

“ This production, and not a bank or gold reserve, is 
the first cover for a currency. And if I increase pro­
duction I increase the real income of my fellow-citizens. 
And if I reduce production I reduce that income, no 
matter what wages are paid out.”  . . .
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“ Seeing that we insist on the national importance of 
the function which our economic system fulfils, it natu­
rally follows that the former disunion between employer 
and employee can no longer exist. But the new State 
will not and does not wish to assume the role of entre­
preneur. It will regulate the working strength of the 
nation only in so far as such regulation is necessary for 
the common good. And it will supervise conditions and 
methods of working only in so far as this is in the 
interests of all those engaged in work. Under no 
circumstances will the State attempt to bureaucratize 
economic life. The economic effects that follow from 
every real and practical initiative benefit the people as a 
whole. At the present moment an inventor or an eco­
nomic organizer is of inestimable value to the folk­
community, For the future the first task of National 
Socialist education will be to make clear to all our 
fellow-citizens how their reciprocal worth must be 
appreciated. We must point out to the one side how 
there can be no substitute for the German worker and 
we must teach the German worker how indispensable 
are the inventor and the genuine business leader. It is 
quite clear that, under the aegis of such an outlook on 
economic life, strikes and lock-outs can no longer be 
tolerated. The National Socialist State repudiates the 
right of economic coercion. . Above all contracting 
parties stand the economic interests of the nation, 
which are the interests of the people.’’

“ The practical results of this economic policy of ours 
are already known to you. Throughout the whole 
nation there is a tremendous urge towards productive 
activity. Enormous works are arising everywhere for the 
expansion of industry and traffic. While in other coun­
tries strikes or lock-outs shatter the stability of national 
production, our millions of productive workers obey the

9 3 8



E C O N O M I C S  '

highest of all laws that we have in this world, namely 
the law of common sense.” 1

In a speech at a meeting of the Reich Chamber of 
Labour on 30 April 1937 Hitler said:

“ The economic life may remain free only so long as 
it is able to solve the problems of the nation. If it 
cannot do it, then it must cease to be free.” *

In his speech addressed to the German people on 1  May 
1937 Hitler said: “ This is a Festival of the State because 
on this day wc celebrate the regained community of 
the people, or rather that community of the German 
people which has now for the first time been achieved. 
For to form a people is a mightier achievement than to 
erect a State. States come and States pass, but peoples 
are created for eternities. It was reserved for our day 
to put the crown upon the formation of the State of the 
German Reich, The German nation has become a 
people.”

“ If on this day wc celebrate the festival of the com­
munity of the German people, then the question arises: 
What is it which is common to this people? Our blood ? 
Certainly, but that community of blood has never pre­
vented this people from shedding its best blood in civil 
warfare. Language? Certainly, but community of lan­
guage has never prevented men who spoke one common 
language from failing, often for centuries, to understand 
one another. Is it our common economic interests? 
But it was precisely over economic differences that con­
flicts raged most fiercely. Or is it our history? That

1 Authorized English translation in pam phlet form : as above, 
p p. 2 1-3 , 24.-5. T e x t  in Dokumente der deutschen Politik, v  (1938), 
pp. 3 6-7, 38-9. W ith this speech cf. Proclam ation at Parteitag  o f  
1937. V .B ., 8 Sept. 1937.

2 Cited from the Manchester Guardian, 1 M a y  1937.
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history we know: it is a tragic chronicle of perpetual 
wars, of disagreements between brothers. Is it a common 
religion? No! here too we have fought and striven with 
each other: for thirty years in our people’s life bloodshed 
ever followed bloodshed and all in the name of religion. 
And it was not either common custom or common 
usage. No, it is something other than all these which 
guides, nay rather forces us to this community. It is, 
my fellow-countrymen, our common destiny, this com­
pelling common destiny from which none can escape, 
our life's destiny in this world.”

“ And it is no easy thing, it is a hard destiny, for the 
problems which life sets for us arc harder than those of 
other peoples. There are peoples perhaps who can 
allow themselves the luxury of domestic warfare, they 
may indulge in quarrels, may smash each other’s heads 
with impunity. Where Nature gives everything to man 
in superfluity there perhaps folk need not value so highly 
the necessity for unity of action and of will. But we 
Germans have been treated by Nature in our life on 
this earth in a more than stepmotherly fashion. A great 
people, a people of endless capacity, an industrious 
people, a people that has the will to live, which has the 
courage to make demands on life, yet lives in a space 
which even with the greatest industry is far too small 
and limited to give it from its own territory the essentials 
for its existence. When we often hear foreign poli­
ticians say, ‘For what purpose do you need other wider 
possibilities of life?’ we could turn the question back 
on them and ask, ‘Why do you then set such value on 
them?’ Precisely because this life-struggle with us is 
much harder than anywhere else we are forced to draw 
from this fact, which is our fate, conclusions which are 
peculiar to our own case. We cannot live from phrases, 
from platitudes and theories, but only from the results
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of our work, our capacity, and our intelligence. This 
hard Iife-slruggle of ours is not made any easier by each 
going his own way, if each man says ‘I do what I will 
and what seems good to me*. No, we must live one 
with another. No one can shut himself off from this 
community, because no one can escape from this com­
mon destiny. And from this hard and sober recognition 
of facts there arises the compelling necessity for our 
German community of the people. That community 
is the condition for the practical conduct of our life- 
struggle.” '

In a speech at Regensburg on 6 June 1937 Hitler said:
“ We have stripped money of its ghostly character 

{phantomhaften Charakters). We have given it the part 
which it ought to play: not money and not reserves of 
foreign currency but work alone is the basis of money. 
There can be no increase in wages which does not go 
hand in hand with an increase in production.” 1

In a speech at Würzburg on 27 June 1937 Hitler re­
ferred to the changes which the last five years had brought 
to the life of Germany.

“ During these years the National Socialist economic 
theory has been converted into fact. For this theory 
the decisive factor is not how much paper money a 
nation prints and puts into circulation, but what value, 
in terms of work, stands behind that money. Only an 
increase of production can benefit the whole people. 
We have therefore decided, in conformity with our 
National Socialist conviction, to let the whole people, 
in an ever-increasing degree, share in the results of this 
huge speeding-up of our industry. This is also the 
purpose of the Four Years Plan. Its aim is in many

1 F.Z., 3 M a y  1937- 1 VB-> 8 J u n e  *937-
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fields to make ourselves independent of the world outside 
— but not to withdraw ourselves from it. The Four 
Years Plan is intended only to protect Germany from 
the possibility of pressure at the will of any third party. 
With its help we wish to secure some foundations for 
our national economy, and no power in the world, and 
certainly not the speeches of foreign statesmen, can 
move us even one centimetre from our course.”

Referring to the "senseless" charges that Germany was 
seeking to withdrazo herself from world trade, Hitler said 
that any such withdrawal was out of the question. "On 
the contrary', wc wish to increase our trade with the 
outer world, to do still more business with it than before. 
To this our balance of trade bears witness. Germany’s 
exports and imports are steadily rising, and, God willing, 
will continue to rise. National Socialist Germany, in­
deed, has only one wish: on condition that her own 
rights are preserved, to live at peace and to work together 
in friendship with all her neighbours.” 1

In his Proclamation read at the opening of the Parteitag 
in Nuremberg on 7 September 1937 Hitler spoke of the 
economic position in Europe: "A  few years ago” , he said, 
“ everybody was talking of a crisis in ‘world economics’ 
and looked for salvation in a common collective effort. 
At that time” , he continued, “ for years I warned people 
of the danger of the belief that an international crisis in 
world economics could be cured2 by way of an inter­
national approach to the problem. I have always con­
tended that the national economic systems must be 
brought into order.”

“ It was further a fundamental view of National

1 F.Z., 28 J u n e  19 3 7 .
* V .B ., 8 Sept. 1937 prints Belebung : read w ith  F .Z .  o f  the same 

date Behebung.
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Socialism that it is completely contradictory to talk con­
tinuously of the necessity for relieving the crisis in 
world economics and at the same time oneself to under­
take the most doubtful currency manipulations which 
were peculiarly likely to convulse world economics. . . . 
Ought we to have gone on waiting for this international 
miracle to happen, or were we not in the right when we 
applied the principle that the first aid must come from 
one’s own strength ? As National Socialists we were con­
vinced that in the sphere of politics freedom would not 
one day be granted us as a gift, but that we could win 
it only through our own efforts: so in economic life we 
were persuaded that the same principle applied. But in 
our attempts to relieve the German economic crisis we 
have always acted only upon a single dogma, namely 
that economics is one of the many functions of the 
people’s life;1 it can therefore be organized and con­
ducted only on considerations of expediency and can 
never be treated on a basis of dogma. As dogma there 
is neither a socialized economy, nor a free economy, but 
only a national economy which is subject to obligations,1 
i.c. an economy which as a whole acknowledges the duty 
of creating the highest and best conditions for the life of 
the people. In so far as it fulfils this task without inter­
vention from above by means of the free play of 
economic forces that is well, and above all it is very 
convenient for a Government. So far as a free economy 
is unable to perform its proper task in any sphere, the 
leadership of the community of the people has the duty 
to give to economics such directions as are necessary 
for the maintenance of the whole society, But if an 
economy in one or other sphere is completely unable 1 * 3

1 V .B . prints des völkischen Lebens; F .Z . prints des völkischen
Lebens.

3 German : eine verpflichtete Wirtschaft.
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with its own resources to fulfil the great tasks which are 
set before it, then in that case the leadership of the 
community of the people must seek other means and 
methods in order to satisfy the needs of the whole popula­
tion. But one thing is certain: here, as everywhere 
else, if the will is present, it must he possible to find a 
way.” 1

The Parteitag of 1937 had for its watchword "Work". 
In his address to political leaders (ro September 1937) 
Hitler said: “ Since in four years we have liberated G er­
many, we have now the right to enjoy the fruit of our 
work.“ 2

Addressing the workers of the Labour Service (Arbeits­
dienst) at the Nuremberg Parteitag on S September 1937 
Hitler said:

“ It is not enough to dream of a community of the 
people or to talk of it. This community must be fought 
for and worked for. As elsewhere, here, too, deeds are 
of more value than words. A  community will not come 
to birth by merely wishing for it: the wish must trans­
form itself into will, and will must be transmuted into 
deed. And one of the proudest deeds performed by 
National Socialism in its endeavour to re-establish the 
future German community of the people was the founda­
tion of the Labour Service of the Reich (Reichsarbeits­
dienst). . . . The true representation of any nation is 
always to be found in its most valuable forces. He who 
would know Germany must see this force assembled 
here, and then he will gain the right impression of our 
new community and hence of our people” . . . .

“ If Germany shows to the outside world the might

1 V.B., 8 Sept. 1937: F.Z ., 8 Sept. 1937.
. 1 V.B., i2  Sept. 1937.
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of its self-protection, at home at the same time it displays 
the force of its work. And in both we see embodied the 
security of the life of the people to whom we are proud 
to belong.” 1

In his speech to the German Labour Front, delivered at 
Nuremberg on n  September 1937 Hitler declared that 
the most dangerous opposition which they had to face 
was the influence of traditional habits and outlook.

"Yet customs can be changed, and if it was once the 
custom to be a proletarian or a bourgeois, one day it will 
be the custom to be only a German. The men of Ger­
many must draw near to each other again, and must 
learn how to sit round the same tabic. All this will not 
come at haphazard; it must be taught. Before, we had 
many castes in this country, which bred the conscious­
ness of caste. Now, we have only one caste— the German 
Labour Front, whose task it is to bring home to the 
German people the consciousness of belonging to-the 
caste of German working men. That is indeed a wonder­
ful task and if many doubt its success, I can only say ‘We 
shall reach our goal!’ ”

‘‘Man is the result of an education which has lasted 
for hundreds and thousands of years. To-day he must 
be formed anew. We are still educating ourselves con­
tinuously. If every generation attacks the tasks which 
are set before it with a seriousness equal to our own, 
then success must be achieved— and it shall be 
achieved!”  ■

"That is the inner meaning of this great Labour 
Organization. The class-struggle must be rooted out 
from the German people; the way must be cleared so 
that men may realize that it is but reasonable that mind 
and fist, brow and hand, intelligence and strength should 

• V.B., 9 Sept. 1937­
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once for all belong together,since eternally they complete 
and must complete each other. And in this we shall 
succeed because we must succeed, and hecause I believe 
in the reasonableness of the German people. I should 
assuredly not stand before you now, bad I not once, as 
a soldier, won absolute faith in the worth of our people 
and especially ul that of the German workers. . . . From 
my experience in those days of the community in the 
World War I gained the conviction that all the re­
proaches with which the German workman has so often 
been assailed are quite unjust.”

"This great experience of a life in common we must 
now carry over into our great community of daily life; 
we must give to each individual the conviction that 
within the framework of the community of the people 
he is irreplaceable, and that every individual profits by 
his activity. That is the final meaning of the German 
Labour Front.” 1

In a speech to the Old Guard delivered in Augsburg on 
2i November 1937 at the fifteenth anniversary of the 
founding of the Ortsgruppe in that city Hitler said: “ The 
National Socialist Party is the greatest organization 
ever built by men. Never before in Germany has so vast 
a number of men of political capacity been actively 
employed. To millions of German comrades whose 
occupation imposed on them hard and uncongenial 
work the Party has given a fresh task and a fresh purpose 
in life. How happy these countless comrades are to-day 
when after their work in the factories their real joyful 
life begins when as block-stewards or as heads of local 
groups they work for the community of the people.” 1

1 V.B.,  12 Sept. 1937.
2 This extract is translated from a summary of the speech printed 

in V.B.,  23 Nov. 1937. I am not sure that it reproduces precisely 
the words used by Hitler.
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O f Hitler's speech when addressing 2,000 workers to 
celebrate the completion of the first 2,000 kilometres of 
motor-roads in December 1937 there is apparently no 
report in the German Press. The motor-car, he said, 
iiad become a big factor in German foreign trade. 
“ Subsidies” had been granted to the factories to improve 
the quality of the German motor-car. There had been 
many set-backs, but it was now established that there 
was no car of better appearance, more reliable, and of 
better wearing qualities than the German car. The 
engines for the German aeroplanes came from the motor 
factories and these were second to none. The final 
objective was that in Germany, as in the United States, 
there should be a car to every five inhabitants.

As for motor-roads, he said timi the 7,000 kilometres 
originally planned had proved to be insufficient and they 
now contemplated a final total of 10,000 to 12,000 kilo­
metres. Magnificent roads were better evidence of the 
civilization of a people than the so-called freedom of 
the Press to complain and lie daily. This network of 
motor roads would prove a means of binding together 
the new “People’s State” ; it would help to increase the 
production of motor-cars which led directly and in­
directly to a large amount of employment. The iron 
and steel required would be produced at home, as would 
the light metals, the petrol, and the rubber.

Every year a thousand kilometres of motor-roads 
would be opened until the greatest work undertaken in 
the history of mankind had found its completion.1

When opening the Motor Exhibition in Berlin on 18 
February 1938 Hitler said that in 1933 there seemed no 
hope for the industry. The National Socialists had 
realized that the crisis of that time could not be solved 

1 Cited from The Times, 20 Dec. 1937,
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by merely economic means, nor could problems be 
treated individually. There must be a general restoration 
of the nation's forces and moral, political, psychological, 
and economic measures must supplement each other. 
The success of the efforts of National Socialism could be 
seen in the immense progress already made in the 
''motorization” of Germany.

In 1933 there was probably no industry in Germany 
which was so backward as the motor industry: it had 
been beaten by the United States and by many other 
European and non-European Powers. Then in 1933 it 
was a fight against unemployment, now it was a fight for 
adequate resources in labour: the German people had 
reached such a degree of intensive production that there 
was a deficiency in skilled labour— a sign of the immense 
development in German economic life. The German mark, 
despite an increase of some 50 per cent, in the national 
income, had maintained its purchasing power “ because 
for every mark paid out German production created a 
corresponding value in articles for purchase: this was 
achieved by the incorporation of some seven million 
additional workmen into the process of national pro­
duction and by an extraordinary increase in the pro­
ductive capacity of the individual workman. And this 
was the more necessary as the immense process of re­
armament withdrew a part of the nation’s labour- 
strength from direct production and thus could only 
indirectly benefit the people’s welfare. If to-day wc 
wish to raise our people’s standard of living, that in 
our view can only come through a continuous increase 
in production. . . . Since at the moment we have at our 
disposal very little surplus labour-power, we must of 
necessity enter upon a second epoch in the develop­
ment of our national economy. The task of the first 
epoch was the building of all Germans into the national
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process of production. That is now completed. The 
task of the second— the coming-epoch is to make the 
most of the capacities of those engaged in the national 
process of production, which means continual improve­
ment in our methods of production in order thereby to 
save those labour-resources which wc need for new 
additional activities in production. That is in itself no 
new process; it has in the past been the cause of all 
human progress.”  The improvement in existing methods 
of production while the same level of production was 
maintained rendered possible in some spheres the libera­
tion of labour-resources which could then be used in 
order to introduce new processes in production which 
would thus lead to the creation of additional commodities 
and goods.

Hitler then went on to speak of the necessity for the new 
cheap people's car which would represent a vast additional 
increase in the “ motorization” of Germany, and inas­
much as every owner of a car tends to wish for a better 
car there would be a gain to makers of more expensive 
cars. Above all it was essential that as incomes rose, the 
increased spending power should be directed to objects 
which could be produced within Germany. I f  the in­
creased income were spent on food, Germany with her 
inadequate provision of agricultural land could not 
guarantee to meet the new needs. For motors on the 
other hand all the fundamental materials needed could 
be produced within Germany.

"Thus with the new People’s Car the motor-car will 
cease to be the distinguishing mark of a stratum of 
society possessing higher incomes, it will more and 
more become the general means of transport of the 
whole German people. ’ ’ Then the propaganda for motors, 
the building of the new roads, the achievements in 
motor-sport will not have been in vain. Hitler then
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alinoli need the introduction of a Motorsport-Badge which 
should be given annually and would act as a spur to the 
motor-minded youth of Germany.1

In his speech in the Reichstag on 20 February 1938 
Hitler said:

“ Germany’s economic salvation is doe solely to the 
nation’s own efforts under its own leadership. Foreign 
countries contributed absolutely nothing. Except for 
hateful rejection or limited priggishness wc know of 
nothing that could even be counted as a positive interest 
in Germany, to say nothing of assistance.”

“ Nor did I ever expect anything else. For us National 
Socialists it is a cardinal principle of our political and 
economic faith not to look for salvation in the form of 
any kind of aid from outside, whether of a political, 
economic, or financial nature, but to seek such aid 
solely in the orbit of our own wisdom and energy.”

“ In the centre of our policy has been a realization that 
the standard of living of the nation can only be the 
result of the total production of vital goods, i.e. that 
every wage and every salary paid out in Germany 
possesses only the real value represented by actual 
work done in the form of goods produced. A  very un­
popular doGtrine at a time which echoes with the cry of 
‘higher wages and shorter hours'!”

“ When I took over the leadership of the Reich the 
number of unemployed had risen to well over 6,000,000 
and the number of members of families thus concerned 
to more than 15,500,000. Thus the solution of this 
problem meant not only paying out the money for these 
fifteen million people to live, but, above all, to produce 
the goods to be bought with this money. Hence the

1 F.Z., rg Feb. 1938, and sec the report in The Times o f the 
same date.
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National Socialist economic programme is not a pro­
gramme of money, but essentially one of production. 
The greater the volume of production, the greater will 
be the share which the individual enjoys. Money itself 
is only an auxiliary in the service of distributing the 
goods of production. But in order to give the nation 
the position in the world which it needed for the un­
hampered carrying out of its vital tasks, it was necessary 
also to carry out an additional production of national 
armaments which do not benefit our people directly but 
only indirectly. But it was obviously out of the question 
to identify German salvation with fraudulent currency 
manipulations, i.e. to defraud our fellow-citizens by such 
things as sliding scales of wages, and therefore also of 
prices. Rather, it was necessary to increase production 
in order to ensure a constant purchasing power for the 
increasing income of the nation."

“ Let me give a brief extract from our economic life 
in the form of sober figures to indicate whether and to 
what extent National Socialism has solved these 
problems."

“ In 1932, that is before the National Socialist assump­
tion of power, the German national income amounted 
to 45-2 milliard Reichsmark. It increased to 46 6 mil­
liard Reichsmark in 1933, and in 1937 reached the round 
figure of 68 milliard Reichsmark.”

“ In contrast to this increase in income, the general 
cost of living index remained practically unchanged, 
being 120-6 in 1932 and 125-1 in 1937.”

“ That is to say, while the national income increased 
by nearly 50 per cent., the increase in the general cost 
of living index was only 4 per cent."

“ The reasons for this are to be found in the growth 
of our total production."

“ The value of industrial production rose as follows:
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1932 . . . . . 37*8 milliard Reichsmark

1933 ..........................................  399 » »
J937 ■ • • more than 75 .. »

“ Corresponding to these in detail are also the turnover 
figures, for example in trades, which were as follows:

1932 • . . . . 9*5 milliard Reichsmark
1 933 ....................................................t o r  „  ,,

r937 .......................................... 22 ,, „

“ For purpose of comparison I should like to note here
also the turnover figures for retail trade:

1933 . . . . .  2i-S milliard Reichsmark
*937 .......................................... 31 » ..

“ But agricultural production, in spite of an intensive 
cultivation of the soil, also shows increasing results. 
The production figures are:

1932 .......................................... 8-7 milliard Reichsmark
*937 . . . .  over 12 „  „

“ That we arc concerned here not merely with the 
problem of price-fixing, but with one of increased pro­
duction, is proved by the fact that it was possible, in 
spite of the increased buying power of the German 
nation and the consequent increased demands especially 
on the food market, to raise the amount of supplies 
from home production, which in 1932 amounted to 
75 per cent,, to 81 per cent, in 1936.”

“ If the value of industrial products thus increased 
from 37*8 milliard to over 75 milliard, this can be illus­
trated in particular by separate examples. In the five 
years of National Socialist guidance in economic affairs

paper manufacture has increased by . . 50 per cent,
the manufacture of Diesel oil has increased by . 66 „
the production of coal has increased by . . 68 „
the production of oil fuel has increased by . 80 „
the production of mineral oil has increased by. 90 „
the production of artificial silk has increased by too ,,
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the production of kerosene has increased by . n o  per cent, 
the production of steel has increased by , . 1 6 7  „
the production of lubricating oil has increased by 190 „
the production of petrol and other fuels has 

increased by . . . . .  . 470 „
the production of aluminium has increased by . 570 „
the production of Zellwolle1 has increased by . 2,500 „

&c.
“ This vast increase in national production formed 

those values which assured the German Mark its buying 
power and its stability, although in the same period—  
corresponding to this increased production— the number 
of unemployed decreased from over 6-5 million at the 
time of the National Socialist assumption of power to
470,000 at the beginning of October 1937.”

“ But the number of those newly included in the pro­
cess of production amounts to some 2 million.”

“ This tremendous economic activity is also expressed 
in foreign trade figures. Without taking part in world 
conferences, without having at our command the gigantic 
economic possibilities of other world Powers, we have 
succeeded in increasing our foreign trade in imports 

from 4 2 to 5-5 milliard Reichsmark 

and in exports

from 4'9 milliard in 1933 
to 5 9 milliard in 1937.

“ The confidence of the German nation in its economic 
policy is also in accordance with these facts, and finds 
its expression in the increase in savings deposits. In the 
public savings banks the deposits increased as follows:

1 9 3 2  ..........................................11-4 milliard Reichsmark

1 9 3 3  .............................. I2‘* ». 1.
1936

1937
i4'6

3 Q

Synthetic wool. 
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“ An accompanying factor of this national economic 
planning was the organic reduction of interest, which 
for short-term credits decreased

from 6-23 per cent, in 1932 
to 2-93 per cent, in 1937,

and also for long-term credits sank

from 8-8 per cent, in 1932 
to 4-5 per cent, in 1937.

The State revenues were as follows:

1932 . 6-6 mil!

19 3 3 . 68
19 3 4 . 8-2

1935 . 96
1936 ■ " 'S
*937 . 14-0

"In 1938 they wilt amount to more than 17 milliard.*’ 
“ From the abundance of evidence of this tremendous 

increase in German production and of the economic re­
vival I shall select only some extracts with a few figures.” 

“ One of the most important foundations of our 
national economic system is our wealth in coal.”

“ The production figures were as follows:
1932 . 1047 million ton

1933 ■ 109-7 » ».
1934 • 1249 1. »>
1935 • 143°  ». »»
1936 . 138-0 „  „

1937 • 1845 >» »

"The figures for lignite present a similar picture:

1932 . 122 65 million tor

1933 • 12679 ».

^934 ■ I37'a7
1935 • 147‘QO „
1936 • IÖI-37 .*
1937 » • 184-70 „
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“ Gentlemen, this annual increase of some 80 million 
tons of coal and 62 million tons of lignite represents a 
value of a different kind than is indicated when in the 
much-extolled democracies the money in circulation is 
increased by so many milliards without any correspond­
ing value. No less impressive is the picture afforded by 
a review of steel and cast-iron production and of iron- 
ore production:

S ie ri

>933
1934
1935
1936

1937

9 660 million tons

*3555  .. »
16010 „  „
18614 „  „

i9 2 ° 7  »  »

while in 1938 it will amount to some 21 million tons.“  
“ In the same period the production of cast iron in­

creased from 14  million tons to 3 7 million tons.” 
“ These are the results of a process of production, the 

external signs of which are the tens of thousands of 
factory chimneys which are once more smoking, the 
thousands and thousands of factories and workshops 
in which those millions of Germans whom National 
Socialism has delivered from unemployment find work 
and a livelihood once more."

“ After the U.S.A., Germany is to-day once more the 
leading steel country in the world.”

“ German iron-ore production was as follows:

19 3 2 * . i ' 3  m illi

19 3 3 • 2 6  „
19 3 4 ■ 4’3 »
>935 . 60 „
19 3 6 • 7 '5  ..
>937 • ■ 9 ‘6  »

on tons

"By means of the measures introduced earlier the 
production of iron ore will be increased by 1940 to 20
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million tons; in addition there is the supplementary 
production initiated by Field-Marshal Goering in 
execution of the Four Years Plan; in this connexion 
the Hermann Goering Works will in 1940 represent a 
contribution of over 21 million tons. German iron-ore 
production will thus amount in 1940 to at least 41-5 
million tons, as compared with r3  million tons in 
1932.” . _ .

“ From this the German nation may sec that its dis­
tress is being relieved not by idle talk, but by unique 
measures on a vast scale.”

“ There is a similar increase in German production 
in a number of other fields,"

“ For example, the production of bauxite increased 
from 1,360 tons in 1932 to 73,280 tons in 1937."

“ The extraction of magnesite rose from nil to 21,000 
tons. The production

of fluorite from 36,000 to 127,000 tons, 
of barium sulphate from 110,000 to 423,000 tons, 
of graphite from 21,000 to 24,000 tons, 
of asphaltic lime from 33,000 to 109,000 tons, 
o f arsenic ore from 2,800 to 26,400 tons, 
of pyrite from 165,000 to 420,000 tons, 
of nickel ore from nil to some 87,000 tons, 
of lead and zinc ore from 11840 2-4 million tons.”

“ The extraction of crude potash increased from 6-415 
million tons in 1932 to 14-460 million tons.”

"The production of mineral oil increased from 238,600 
tons in 1933 to 453,000 tons in 1937.”

“ The production of volatile fuels, i.e. petrol, &c., 
increased from 386,000 tons in 1933 to 1,480,000 tons 
in 1937 and this year will amount to more than 1,700,000 
tons, although the large plant set up in connexion with 
the Four Years Plan will not yet contribute to the 
total.”
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“ The production of Diesel oil increased from 6o,ooo 
to 120,000 tons;

of lubricating oil from 45,000 to 140,000 tons, 
o f oil fuel from 167,000 to 320,000 tons, 
o f kerosene from 19,000 to 40,000 tons."

“ The production of wool increased from 4,700 tons 
to 7,500 tons in 1937; 

of flax from 3,100 to 24,000 tons, 
o f hemp from 210 to 6,000 tons, 
of Zellwolle from 4,000 to over 100,000 tons, 
of artificial silk from 28,000 to over 57,000 tons."

“ I might illustrate this series by many more examples. 
They are all documentary evidence of work such as has 
never before been accomplished in our nation.”

“ In a few years, however, the vast additional results 
of the Four Years Plan will supplement these successes. 
What, in view of a world achievement of this scope, is 
the purpose of the absurd comments of critics at home 
and abroad, of the scribbling of half-witted or ill-inten­
tioned journalists or parliamentary incapables? Is it not 
finally a joke of history when in those very countries 
which are themselves suffering from depressions, people 
consider it necessary to criticize us and to give us good 
advice?”

"Without advice and above all without help from 
others we have attempted to overcome a state of distress in 
the face of which many another country is still helpless.” 

“ I should now like to present to the German people 
the results in some other fields of our work.”

“ In 1932 German engineering industries had a turnover
o f ................................... . 37-1 million Reichsmark
1933 of . . . . • 42-i .. »
1934 . . . . ■ 55-8 „ „
I93S . . . . - 73-3 ». „
1936 . . . . • 887 „ „
1937 (first nine months) . * «»i-o „ „
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“ The following numbers of motor vehicles were 
licensed:

“Altogether 5 A years ago Germany had i j  million 
motor vehicles, as compared with 3 million to-day.” 

"T he ‘People’s Car’ will, however, supply very dif­
ferent figures in a few years’ time.”

“ Whereas in 1937 roughly five times as many motor 
vehicles were licensed as in 1932, the export of motor­
cars has increased almost eightfold as compared with the 
same year.”

“ This increase in motor transport is accompanied by 
an increase in general transport.”

“ German inland shipping conveyed

in 1 9 3 2 .......................................... 73-5 million tons,
in 1937 . . . . .  130 million tons of goods."

"The great new river regulation schemes and con­
struction of canals will supplement the already vast 
system of our inland waterways and lead to further 
increases in transport.”

“ German ocean shipping conveyed

in 1932 . . . . . . . 36 million tons
in 1 9 3 7 ...............................................................61 „  „

“ The idle tonnage to be seen in 1932 along the Elbe 
and Weser and in all other German coastal districts has 
disappeared.”

“ New ships are also being built in our shipyards. In 
1932 our shipyards had orders for 22,000 tons, and 
these only from Germany herself, foreign orders being

1932

I937
1932
1937
1932

1937

56,400 motor-cycles
234.000 „  „

41,100 passenger vehicles
216.000 „ „

7,000 commercial vehicles
59>6oo ,, >1
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practically non-existent. At the end of 1937 we have
370,000 tons of home orders and 350,000 tons of foreign 
orders. A  further 400,000 tons await laying down, thus 
making a total of 1,120,000 tons.”

"The new constructions for the Navy are not included 
in these figures. In other words, the German shipyards, 
which in 1932 had orders amounting to 22,000 tons, are 
at present working on orders for 1,120,000 tons for 
merchant shipping alone."

"In  the German Railways the average week-day car­
loading figures for goods transport were in 1937 47 per 
cent, higher than in 1932. The receipts from goods 
transport have increased accordingly. In 1937 there was 
an increase in receipts of 70 per cent, as compared with 
1932, an increase of 78 per cent, in tons hauled, and an 
increase of 83 per cent, in ton-miles.”

"The number of motor-lorries owned by the German 
State Railways increased from 217 in 1932 to 3,137 in 
1937) *he number of road transport routes from 53 to 
1,131, and the mileage from 800 to 29,200. Long-dis­
tance buses increased to the same extent.”

"The total number of persons carried by the railway 
buses has increased from 480,000 in 1932 to z i  million 
to-day.”

"The State Railways’ returns also show an increase 
in effective ton-mileage, which rose from 178 milliard 
to 274 milliard, that is an increase of 54 per cent. A 
simitar increase is to be observed in all other fields of 
railway traffic ; the receipts may give the final illustration. 
In 1932 they amounted to 2*234 milliard, by 1937 they 
had increased to 4-480 milliard Reichsmark.”

“ The increase in the postal services confirms this 
great general revival in German economic life.”

“ The number of letters handled increased from 5-6 
milliard in 1932 to 6-4 milliard in 1937.”
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“ The number of parcels from 227 million to 296 
million.”

“ The number of postal cheque accounts from 
1,021,819 to 1,1 19,372. The credit balances on a yearly 
average from 461 million to 729 million Reichsmark. 
The postal cheque transactions from 703 million to 904 
million. The turnover in postal cheque business from 
103 milliard to 161 milliard. The number of telephones 
from 2,960,000 to 3,578,000. The amount of air-mail 
postings from 135,000 kg. to 3,600,000 kg.”

“The total returns from 1,658 million to 1,940 million 
Reichsmark.”

“The Post Office motor-coaches conveyed in 1933 
60 million people, and in 1937 over 80 million.”

“ The distance covered in air-mail delivery increased 
from 19,375 m>les to 39,750 miles. The distance covered 
annually from 5!- million miles to ri million miles. 
The number of air passengers from 100,000 to 326,000. 
The number of air-ports has increased by more than 100 
since 1933, with an additional 62 landing-grounds for 
passenger and industrial purposes.”

"Since 1933 the membership of the German Air 
Sports Association has risen to 600,000, in 1937 the 
National Socialist Flying Corps had 3 million members, 
including 50,000 active members, with 6 flying schools 
and 22 permanent gliding camps, 400 aeroplanes and 
4,600 gliders.”

“ The development of German road construction is 
enormous. For the maintenance and development of 
German roads, including the Autobahnen the following 
sums have been spent:

1932 .. - - . 440 millions

*933 ■■ • • 7° 8 »
I 935 ■• - - ■ M 25 ,,
1937 • - * ■ M 5°  »
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1,500 miles arc under construction. The system of 
Autobahnen is the largest building undertaking in the 
world and already, with a displacement of 240 million 
cubic metres of earth, by far exceeds the building 
achievement of the Panama Canal.”

“ Between 1934 and 1937 approximately 6,000 miles 
of highways were widened, giving them a 6-metre 
carriage-way and an overall width of 8 to 10 metres. 
On 4,600 miles heavy or medium surface was laid. 
344 bridges were repaired or newly built, hundreds of level 
crossings done away with and by-passes constructed.” 

“ In the same period 3,750 miles of first- and second- 
class roads were widened, 3,000 miles equipped with 
heavy or medium surface, 600 bridges for these roads 
were repaired or newly built, and here, too, numerous level 
crossings done away with and by-passes constructed.” 

"The following large bridges were built:

6 bridges over th e  Rhine,

4 » » Elbe-
2  „  O d e r ,

3 „  „  Danube,
I bridge „  Weser,
I „ „ Pregel.

Approximately 3,400 additional bridges were built in 
connexion with the Autobahnen."

"The tremendous increase in achievement in these and 
other fields is paralleled by the increase in our housing 
activity. In 1937 340,000 dwellings were constructed, 
this being more than double the figure for 1932.” 

“Altogether since the National Socialist assumption 
of power over 1,400,000 dwellings have been made 
available on the housing market.”

"I should like to supplement the foregoing with some 
details concerning our great organizations and our social 
welfare work.”
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“ The total membership of the German Labour Front 
for 1937 is 17,973,000. Including the corporative mem­
bers the number exceeds 20 million. This does not 
include the members of the Reich Chamber of Culture 
or of the Reich Food Estate.”

“ The following are the achievements for the welfare 
of the working population.”

“The wage arrangements before the advent of the 
National Socialist regime may be summed up as follows:
13,000 wage schedules, bargaining between groups out 
for their own interests, hard-and-fast agreements, level­
ling of working conditions, wages under the standard 
log, struggles for power, strikes and lock-outs, general 
dissatisfaction.”

“ After five years of National Socialist constructive 
work: 7,000 wage schedules, clearly defined legal rela­
tions, no hard-and-fast agreements, but minimum basic 
rates, wage scales according to performance, no class- 
war with strikes and lock-outs, no wages under log 
standard, effective protection of all social interests, 
social settlement through the German Labour Front, 
social peace all round.”

“ Holidays before the National Socialist regime: 
“ Holidays mostly at the worker’s own expense, no 

legal claim, long period of waiting before the first 
holiday granted, insufficient holiday period, at the most 
5 days."

“ After five years of National Socialist constructive 
work: Each working individual has a claim to holiday 
with pay, minimum and not maximum holiday fixed, 
grading of holidays according to length of service in 
firm, age, number of years employed and difficulty of 
work: a short period of waiting, as a rule only 6 months, 
before the first holiday is granted, increased holiday 
period up to 18 days for young persons, holidays also
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for seasonal workers, healthy recreation by means of 
cheap 'Kraft durch Freude' tours.”

"Wage-policy before the National Socialist regime: 
“Wage equals price for article ‘work’, schematic 

maximum wages, wages influenced by unemployment, 
wages below log standard, piece-work underpressure, no 
stability of income, loss of earnings on public holidays.”  

“After five years of National Socialist constructive 
work: Assurance of the right to work, assurance of 
minimum income, increase of wages with the increase 
of production, relation of wages to performance, sta­
bility of income, sound and honest piece-work condi­
tions, preferential treatment for large families, payment 
for public holidays.”

“ Public health:
"In recognition of the fact that the maintenance of 

the health of the working individual is of the greatest 
importance for nation and Reich, the German Labour 
Front has devoted special attention to this question, as 
is shown by the following figures:

“ 1937: Factory investigations and visits, approxi­
mately 17,000. Medical examination of employees, 
treatment being started in cases of illness, approxi­
mately 620,000. Some 36,000 factory inspections were 
carried out. Improvements of a social nature undertaken 
by the works since 1933 exceed the sum of 600 million 
Reichsmark. All this was formerly wasted through 
strikes and lock-outs.”

“ The following improvements or new constructions 
were carried out:

33.000 working premises,
6,000 factory grounds,

17.000 dining and rest-rooms,
13.000 wash-rooms and changing rooms,

800 dub houses,
1,200 sports grounds.
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"Improvements were also carried out in the crew’s 
quarters on 3,600 ships: 5,000 villages have already 
taken part in the village improvement campaign.”

"By means of the German Popular Education Organiza­
tion German workers were able to take part in some 62,000 
fixtures, including lectures, courses of lectures, popular 
educational activities in works, towns, and villages, study- 
circles, conducted tours, study-tours, exhibitions, See.” 

"In 1936 over 10 million people took part in these 
fixtures. There were approximately 22-1 million visitors 
to 48,000 theatrical performances, and in addition over 
18-6 million visitors to approximately 47,000 film per­
formances, 5-6 million visitors to approximately 11,000 
concert performances, some 3-3 million visitors to ap­
proximately 1,300 factory exhibitions, and about 121,000 
other cultural events with altogether more than 50 
million participants. In addition some 600 workmen’s 
community camps (Reich Motor Road camps, Alpine 
Road camps, military construction camps, &c.), with 
over j 80,000 members, were provided for. Recreation 
was provided for 190,000 members of the Armed Forces 
and of the Reich Labour Service in over 300 special 
programmes. 74,000 men took part in land and sea 
trips, &c. Over 30 joint functions were held for the 
armed Forces and the Reich Labour Service, 225,000 
taking part. About 500,000 people attended 480 works 
concerts given by army and Labour Service bands. 
Altogether over 2 million people were given the possi­
bility of a recreational use of leisure.”

"In  the field of sport since 1934 approximately 21 
million people have taken part in over 1 million classes. 
At the sea-side resorts about 350,000 people were 
afforded an opportunity for sport. Over 4,500 sports 
instructors are in charge of sports activities. When has 
more ever been done for the worker?”

E C O N O M I C S
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"Travel, hiking, and the organization of holidays have 
developed considerably. Cruises have been made to 
Norway, Madeira, the Azores, and Italy; the following 
figures give a survey:

"Since 1934 altogether 384 cruises with 490,000 par­
ticipants, over 60,000 land trips with over 19 million 
participants, and 113,000 walking tours with some 
3 million participants have been carried out. The 
German Labour Front has nine large ocean steamers at 
its disposal, four of which it owns. Expenditure up to 
date for the 'Kraft durch Freude' fleet alone amounts 
to over 21 million Reichsmark. The total expenditure 
since 1934 for 'Kraft durch F r e u d e without invest­
ments and shipbuilding, amounts to approximately 77 
million Reichsmark. Since the founding of ‘Kraft durch 
Freude' in 1934 a total of 155 million participants in the 
programmes has been counted.

“ The Labour Service represents an entirely new and 
purely National Socialist departure. In 1933 there were 
in the voluntary Labour Service about a dozen large and 
100 small Labour Service associations. After a period 
of transition of 1 \ years the structure of the new Labour 
Service was in the main assured. At present it accommo­
dates some 400,000 men per annum in two six-month 
periods. The female Labour Service comprises 25,000 
girls. Since 1933 1,850,000 young men and 120,000 
girls have been through the training of the Labour 
Service."

"The picture of German youth organization is equally 
impressive. Before the National Socialist assumption 
of power German youth was split up into numerous 
organizations. To-day throughout the entire Reich 
there is only one youth organization, the Hitler Youth 
and League of German Girls, comprising in 1937 over 
7 million members,
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59 regional and higher regional leaders,
1,365 district and girl leaders,
9,000 sub-district girl leaders.

550,500 subordinate leaders of both sexes serve this
greatest of modern youth movements.”

“ The number of participants in the Reich Apprentices
Competition was:

!934 • • • . . 500,000 boys and girls
1935 • • ■ . . 750,000 „
1936 • ■ • . . 1,036,000 „
1937 • ■ • . . i,Soo,ooo „

“ A similar picture is presented by the Reich Sport
Competition:

1932 . • ■ . . 1*6 million participants
193+ ■ ■ • • * *'5  »» M
1935 • ■ • * ■ 3 7  n u
1936 • • ■ ■ . s-s .. ».
1937 • • • . . 6-1 „ „

“ The Naval Hitler Youth comprises 45,000 boys, the 
Motor Hitler Youth 60,000 boys. As part of the cam­
paign for the encouragement of aviation, 55,000 mem­
bers of the Jungvolk were trained in gliding for group 
activities. 74,000 boys of the Hitler Youth are organized 
in its flying units. 15,000 boys passed their gliding test 
in the year 1937 alone.”

"To-day 1,200,000 boys of the Hitler Youth receive 
regular instruction in small-bore rifle shooting from
7,000 instructors.”

“At present for the Hitler Youth alone 1,400 homes 
and a large number of schools are under construction.”

“ The Youth Hostels Organization has 2,000 youth 
hostels at its disposal; in 1937 some 8 million spent a 
night in the hostels, this figure being over eight times as 
large as that for all the other youth hostels in the world 
together.”
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“ In the interests of the health of these boys and girls
4.000 doctors arc engaged in the Hitler Youth, 800 
dentists and some 500 chemists, who are assisted by
40.000 ambulance boys and 35,000 first-aid girls. Over
30.000 doctors nominated by the Public Health Depart­
ment look after the health of the individual boys and 
girls. The whole German youth is medically examined 
once a year, i.e. over a million individuals being ex­
amined."

“The German Winter-Help Organization is at the 
head of the great social institutions. It produced:

*933
1934- 5
1935-  6
1936- 7

350 million Reichsmark
360 » »
371 .» ».
408 „  „

making a total of approximately 1,490,000,000 since 

T934-”
“ This is over 300 million more in voluntary contri­

butions than the famous Defence Contribution of 1912­
13 produced. This vast social assistance organization is 
supplemented by the endowment ‘For Disabled Workers’ 
with donations of over 10 million Reichsmark.”

“ The Actors and Musicians’ Relief Fund amounts to 
3Ì million Reichsmark, and the Goebbels Foundation 
to over I million Reichsmark.”

“ Before the National Socialist assumption of power 
there existed nothing which could even compare with 
these tremendous achievements.”

“ The extent to which the whole nation shares in this 
general recovery may be seen in the constantly increasing 
number of visitors to theatres and cinemas, and in the 
immense increase in the number of listeners-in.”

“ In 1937 alone 15 political exhibitions were held and 
were visited by more than r8 million people. The 
number of wireless licences increased from 4*2 million
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in 1932 to 9,087,000 in 1937. The returns increased 
from 93 million to 204 million Reichsmark.”

“ The production of wireless receiving sets was as 
follows:

1932 . . . 1,011,000
1937 . . • 1,681,000 plus 475,000 People’s Sets,

Altogether since the beginning of the National Socialist 
regime over 101 million receiving sets have been 
produced.”

“ The number of German theatres giving performances 
was 199 in 1932 and 263 in 1937."

"T he number of those employed in the theatrical 
business increased from 22,000 to 30,730.”

“ I mention this in order to refute those assertions of 
some ill-intentioned foreign journalists to the effect that 
since our assumption of power cultural life in Germany 
has declined.”

“ A  complete picture of German cultural development 
may best be obtained from the esteem in which it is held 
by the rest of the world. Many important prizes, cer­
tificates of honour and gold medals seek to give expres­
sion to this esteem.”

“ The total circulation of illustrated papers increased 
from 9 5 million to 15 million in 1937. Even the number 
of foreign journalists visiting Germany increased from 
872 in 1932 to 2,973 *n I937 alone.”

"Tourist traffic recorded in 1932 14,305,000 registra­
tions and 49 million nights’ lodgings. This had in­
creased by 1937 to 27 million registrations and 103 
million nights’ lodgings.”

“ The number of foreign visitors increased from
1,114,000 in 1932 to 2,400,000 registrations in 1937, 
and the number of nights’ lodgings from 2,673,000 to 
over 7 million.”
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“ Cinema receipts amounted in 1932 to 176 million 
Reichsmark and in 1937 to 290 million Reichs­
mark.”

“ If I now end this review of German recovery, which 
I wish to summarize only by a few illustrations and facts 
selected from a vast number, I can find no better con­
clusion than that provided by the increase in our birth 
rate.”

“ In 1932 970,000 children were born in Germany. 
This number increased each year, in 1937 amounting 
to 1,270,000."

“ Altogether since the National Socialist assumption 
of power the German nation has been blessed with
1,160,000 more children.”

"These children not only give us cause to be proud 
of our German women, but also cause to be grateful to 
Providence.”

"In five years 1,160,000 children were bom to the 
nation, who will later be able to help it in its peaceful 
work.”

"Gentlemen, I have endeavoured here, by means of a 
brief presentation of a few facts and figures, to offer 
you documentary proof of a work of reconstruction 
which is unique in its extent and effects.”

“ I and all my collaborators, together with the entire 
German people, can be proud of the last five years, in 
which such gigantic achievements have been made in 
all spheres of our economic life.” 1

In the same speech Hitler said:
"The worst illusion is to imagine that one can enjoy 

anything which has not first been created and produced

1 A u t h o r iz e d  E n g l is h  tr a n s la tio n  in  p a m p h le t  f o r m  (as above), 
p p . 1 5 - 3 3 ;  G e r m a n  t e x t :  Dokumente der deutschen Politik, v i  ( 1 9 3 9 ) ,  

p p . 15 s q q .
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by labour; in other words, in future too it will be our 
duty to make it clear to every single German, in town 
and country, that the value of his labour must always 
be equivalent to his wage. That is, the farmer can only 
get for his agricultural products what the townsman has 
previously earned, and the townsman can only get what 
the farmer has won from the soil, and taken all together, 
they can all only exchange what they produce, and money 
only plays the part of intermediary. It has no utility 
value of its own. Every mark more paid in Germany 
presupposes that a mark’s worth more labour has been 
performed. Apart from that this mark is a mere piece 
of paper without purchasing power. But we want our 
German Reichsmark to remain an honest note, an honest 
token for the product of labour just as honestly per­
formed by another."

“ This is the true cover for a currency, the only real 
backing. In this way wc have made it possible, without 
gold and without foreign exchange, to maintain the 
value of the German mark, and have thus secured the 
value of our savings at a time when the countries which 
are overflowing with gold and foreign exchange have 
been compelled to devaluate their currencies.” 1

In his speech in the Hanseatenhalle at Hamburg on 
2ç March 1938 Hitler said that he had been convinced 
that Germany could be saved by her industry, but first 
the people must be politically united. The National 
Socialists had set the whole people to work to produce. 
Consumption was the decisive factor. “ We have no gold 
cover for our currency, no foreign exchange, but behind 
the German mark stands the German capacity for work, 
while some foreign countries are suffocated by gold,

1 Authorized English translation in pamphlet form (as above), 
p. 43; German text: Dokumente &c. ibid., pp. 36-7.
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because it is believed there that man can live on gold 
instead of bread— a serious self-deception.” 1

In his speech on May Day 1938 Hitler said:
“ To-day the world around us suffers from the 

threatening anxiety which the unemployment of millions 
brings with it; we begin to be anxious because we have 
not enough workmen. In other lands it is the unem­
ployed who forms the characteristic feature of public 
life; in Germany it is work which gives to life its 
stamp.”  There followed the familiar theme of the rich 
resources of other lands when compared with the poverty 
of Germany. "W c have solved our problem . . . but 
that was possible only because from the very first 
moment we abandoned all theories which had no rela­
tion to actual life and built up our existence on the 
recognition of the simple fact that a man can consume 
only that which he himself creates, that a people can eat 
only that which it itself plants and harvests. This pro­
duction is not effected through theories, phrases, or 
programmes, but only through work, through organized, 
systematic, deliberate work. . . . The German wishes to 
live decently: he does not like to go to ruin in idleness. 
He wishes to create and then in return for that creative 
work to improve his living conditions. When»we to-day 
survey the standard of our German life, then we must 
all admit that this strength and joy in creative work 
have resulted in a vast increase in our national produc­
tion and through this in a rise in the welfare of our 
German people as a whole."

“ Our German economic policy, which used formerly 
to be a subject for the mockery of our enemies, begins 
slowly to win the respect of the world. This policy of a

1 For this I have no German text: it is not included in the 
summary of the speech published in F.Z., 31 Mar. 1938. I quote 
from The Times 30 Mar. 1938.
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continuous increase in production is at the same time 
the surest cover for our currency and has given it its 
stability. The German Reichsmark note maintains its 
face value not because behind it stands gold or any 
foreign exchange, but because behind it there stands a 
great nation which is industrious and hardworking. . . . 
This German economic policy is founded upon the 
general principle of self-help recognized throughout by 
National Socialists. That principle has determined our 
economic policy, and in politics precisely the same is 
true: ‘Help thyself, and then thou wilt obtain also the 
help of the Almighty.’ ”

"But to secure our ends an organization of labour 
was also necessary— an organization which compels 
every individual to set above his own interests the 
interests of the whole community. Here the National 
Socialist State has intervened quite ruthlessly. Only so 
was it possible for us to establish a single leadership in 
our economic life, and that single leadership is the source 
of those vast achievements from which the whole people 
has profited. But in itself this organization of our eco­
nomic life would not suffice: the first condition for the 
salvation of the German nation was the establishment 
of domestic order within our people, its internal peace. 
To-day after five years we may regard this battle as 
already won. . . . For us a new valuation of men has 
become the basis of the community of the German 
people— a valuation which starts from the contribution 
made by the individual to this community of his people. 
Our national unity (Geschlossenheit) is the result of the 
work of the National Socialist Movement, the Party and 
its organizations. They have gathered the nation to­
gether and educated it. If anyone to-day still declares 
that he is all for the community of the people, but he is 
out of sympathy with the Party, then that is much the
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same as if some one should declare : 'I am all for freedom 
and for the fight for freedom, but I have no use for the 
army.1 No! this State has gained its internal unity solely 
through the National Socialist confession of faith which 
was preached and supported by the organizations of our 
Movement: in the future, too, that confession of faith 
will be handed on by means of the Party.”

“ Formerly there were men who were always de­
claring: ‘Down with fighting! Never again war!' and 
at the same time they suffered continuous warfare to go 
on in the domestic sphere. I know welt this watchword 
‘Never again war!1 : it is my watchword, too. It was for 
that end that I made Germany strong and secure and 
set it on its own feet! But in order to be so strong and 
secure that no threat to peace from outside can ever 
menace our people it is essential to stamp out for ever 
that conflict which would prevent us at any time from 
making our strength felt abroad. The watchword must 
not be merely ‘Never again war’, but rather ‘Never again 
civil war! Never again class conflict! Never again 
internal strife and discord.* It was because I realized 
this that I have acted as I have done, and the results 
of that action, my fellow-countrymen, you can see 
for yourselves! In a few years we have solved nearly 
all the questions which once seemed hardly capable of 
solution.” . . . “And thus on this first of May I would 
beg you not to seek after that which might perhaps still 
divide us, but rather rejoice in that which we have already 
attained. I would have you cling to that which is 
already common to us all. No people is born in five 
years: in five years the building of no State is completed. 
But we have laid the foundation stone and this laying 
of the foundation stone we celebrate on this first of May. 
Ours was the faith, ours is the will!"1

1 F.Z., a May 1938.
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In his speech at Fallersleben on 26 May 1938, at the 
foundation ceremony of the People's Motor-car Factory, 
Hitler said that in 1933 the German production of motor­
cars was ludicrously small in comparison not only with 
the United States, but also with other European coun­
tries— a paltry 46,000 motor-cars per annum. “ The 
first step towards making Germany motor-minded was 
to free people from the earlier conception that the 
motor-vehicle was an article of luxury. That is natural 
enough, if in a country there are only two, three, or four 
hundred thousand motor-vehicles on the roads. But in 
the case of the German people there is a demand not for 
two to three hundred thousand, but for six or seven 
million motor-cars! Here the only decisive factor is that 
the cost of the production and maintenance of this most 
modern means of transport shall be brought into con­
formity with the people’s income. ‘That is impossible!’ 
was the objection raised in 1933. To this I could give 
only one answer: ‘What is possible in other countries 
shall be possible in Germany as well!’ I hate the word 
‘impossible’ ; it has always been the mask of the faint­
hearted, of men who did not dare to carry out great 
resolves.”

“ The motor-car, then, must become the people’s 
means of transport! Since this goal could not be reached 
with car prices as they were then, I had already deter­
mined, before I came into power, that immediately the 
government fell into our hands I would begin the pre­
liminary work for the production of a car whose price 
would enable it to become a real means of transport for 
the great mass of the people. By this means the motor­
car would at last cease to be an instrument of class 
division.”

“ And there was a further reason which induced me 
to give special attention to this policy of motorization.
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If the people of Germany decided to spend wholly on 
foodstuffs all the money which it received as wages for 
its work— foodstuffs which we, with our 140 people to 
the square kilometre, could not produce in unlimited 
quantities— this was bound to lead to a catastrophe. So 
it is necessary for us to guide the purchasing power of 
the German people into other directions. These, to be 
sure, arc problems about which our former national 
economists did not worry themselves. But we have to 
grasp these conditions and to solve the problems which 
arise from them. And among many other such measures 
which serve to secure for the purchasing power of the 
German people an equivalent object for it to spend its 
money on, the People’s Car will also take its place. 
Merc every year hundreds of millions of marks will find 
investment; and these demands can be satisfactorily met 
by our own industry and from our own raw materials—  
our metals, our coal, and so forth.”

“ The significance of this factory in its wider effects 
is still to-day recognized by very few. The People’s Car 
will not be a rival to other automobile manufacturers. 
For he who purchases this car and not a Mercedes does 
not do so because he is an enemy of the Daimler factory 
but merely because he cannot buy a Mercedes. It is very 
simple, sober considerations which compel folk to turn 
to the cheaper makes. He who can afford to buy the 
dearer car will do so in any event, but the great mass of 
people cannot do so. It is for the great mass of people 
that this car has been designed. Its purpose is to 
answer their needs in transport and it is intended to 
give them joy.”  It shall therefore be named after 
the National Socialist organization “ Strength through 
Joy” the "K dF-Car” (“ATraft «furch AVeude” ). And 
together with the building of the factory there will be 
constructed a “ model German workingmen’s town
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which shall be a school for the art of town-planning and 
of social settlement. We want through the construction 
of this town to show how National Socialism views these 
problems, how it attacks them and how it solves them.” 
This factory shall be “ a symbol of the National Socialist 
German Community of the People” .1

In an interviene with M. Alphonse dc Chatcaubriant in 
September 1938 Hitler said, with reference to his work for 
improving the conditions of the German worker: ‘ ‘Nous 
nous sommes efforcés de relever son standard dc vie, 
tout en le préservant dc toute illusion; il fallait pour cela 
que la valeur de son travail fût toujours égale à  son salaire, 
c’est-à-dire que tout salaire et tout traitement payé en 
Allemagne ne possédât que la valeur intrinsèque dont 
le travail fourni présente l’équivalent sous forme d’arti­
cles produits. L ’argent ne joue plus ici qu’un rôle 
d’intermédiaire. . . . Les nations européennes sont faites 
pour coopérer à l’œuvre dc leur commune prospérité. . . . 
Économiquement, comme dans tous les domaines, les 
peuples ne devraient songer qu’à poursuivre une 
œuvre dc collaboration féconde. . . On accuse l’Alle­
magne de vouloir couper ses relations avec l’extérieur et 
de s'enfermer dans le vase clos dc sa vie économique. 
On ne réfléchit pas que l’Allemagne s’est trouvée plus 
atteinte par le bouleversement de l’économie mondiale 
qu’un autre pays, en raison de son espace économique 
relativement restreint et à la fois surpeuplé. Ce n’est 
d’ailleurs qu’après qu’il fût devenu entièrement évident 
que l’on ne pourrait obtenir de vastes accords commer­
ciaux avec l’étranger, qu’en effet nous nous sommes 
résolus à rendre l’organisme économique indépendant 
de l’étranger. II a donc fallu chercher des voies nouvelles. 
Aussi, par le plan de quatre ans nous travaillons à ce 

1 V.B., 3.7 May 1938.
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que l’Allemagne puisse se suffire à elle-même» et ce n’est 
pas dans le but de l’isoler. N ’oubliez pas qu’on l’a mise 
dans une situation qui l’oblige à réagir en ce sens et à 
s’efforcer à devenir indépendante économiquement. Elle 
s’est soumise à ce régime et à cette discipline, en prévi­
sion d'un isolement forcé possible, ainsi que pourrait le 
lui faire redouter, à quelque moment donné, les con­
séquences d’une pénétration bolchévique venant à 
s’étendre autour d’elle.’ ’ 1

In fiis Proclamation read at the opening of the Nurem­
berg Parteitag on 6 September 1938 Hitler said:

"At this moment we are suffering from only two real 
economic anxieties: (i) our shortage of labour, especially 
skilled labour, for industry, and (ii) our shortage of 
labour for agriculture. If folk in other States wish to see 
in this labour shortage the longed-for sign that the Third 
Reich is even now still suffering from economic weakness, 
we can readily tolerate this weakness and leave to the 
democracies the strength which unemployment can give 
them. If, as I see it, our only economic difficulty in 
Germany is our lack in labour-resources, then we owe 
that to two facts :

“  I. By the favour of the Almighty we have at last this 
year been granted an abundant harvest. Through the 
energetic measures of our comrade Goering, despite the 
bad harvests in recent years, we were able to enter on 
the new year with a large reserve. With these stocks and 
with the rich blessing of this year’s harvest we shall be 
free for some years from any anxieties about our food- 
supply. Still we are determined to be economical, and 
our intention is to accumulate a reserve of bread-corn 
which will in all circumstances save us from any want."

“2. The effects of the Four Years Plan are gradually #
* L e  Journal, 2 Sept. 1938.
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becoming more and more evident. What I expected has 
come true. After we had explained to German business­
men and in particular to German inventors the indis­
pensable aims of our national economy, the skill and the 
genius of our chemists, our scientists, our engineers and 
technicians, our factory-Icadcrs and organizers have 
attained undreamt of, I may even say astonishing, 
successes.”

“ Whereas at the beginning of our fight in 1933 it was 
necessary to find work of whatever kind for as many 
Germans as possible, the need to-day is, so far as pos­
sible, to replace primitive methods of work by the intro­
duction of machinery. Thus gradually our workman 
who stands so high in the scale of quality will be with­
drawn from simpler forms of activity to take his place in 
some higher form of work for which he is better suited. 
If we economize in our labour-resources that, in con­
junction with other measures, will also help to relieve the 
scarcity of workers on the land. Finally, wc shall in this 
way secure a further increase in our general production, 
and that, as I cannot say too often, is the decisive factor.” 

“ If in the German Reich including the Ostmark (i.e. 
Austria) more than seven and a half million men could 
be incorporated into the labour-process, then, to corre­
spond with the additional wage of these seven and a half 
millions, there had to be guaranteed a substantial addi­
tional production. For the problem of the ending of 
unemployment is not a problem of paying out wages 
but a direction to secure the production of a correspond­
ing volume of saleable goods. The German people has 
no gold currency : that is to say that, thanks to the action 
of our enemies, it has been saved, although through a 
painful experience, from the madness of a so-called 
gold-currency and at the same time from a gold-cover. 
All the more important is it therefore to give to the
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German currency that only true cover which as the 
condition of its stability guarantees a purchasing power 
which never varies— that is an increasing production. 
For every additional mark which is paid out in Germany 
an additional mark’s worth of goods must be produced. 
Otherwise this mark which has been paid out remains 
worthless paper, because, failing a corresponding effort 
in production, nothing can be purchased with it. This 
primitive National Socialist economic and currency 
policy has enabled us, during a period of widespread 
currency-swindling, to maintain the stability of the 
value, i.e. the purchasing power, of the German mark. 
That is in the interest of every single German, whether 
lie be a townsman or a farmer, since for the townsman 
wages and salaries have meaning only when with them 
he can buy the food-supplies produced by the farmer 
and for the farmer only if he can buy with the proceeds 
of the sale of his foodstuffs the products of industry and 
handicraft.”

“ National Socialism has thus come to realize that in 
economic life an increase in production is the only form 
of an increase in wages. That is to say, you can then 
transfer commodities, you do not merely hand over 
worthless scraps of paper. And it is perhaps, further, 
the highest service of the National Socialist Movement 
that it has increasingly made these principles— which 
are as simple as they are natural, though very often 
unfortunately unpopular— the common property of the 
whole people. At a time when in the democracies wages 
and prices are chasing each other upwards in wild haste 
while the sum of their production is continuously 
sinking, National Socialist economic leadership can 
present the picture of a steadily rising production and 
also the picture of a constant rise in consumption and 
of a stable currency."
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“ Certainly, we cannot do more than work, but when 
in so large a people as ours the whole nation is engaged 
in production, then a vast stream of goods for consump­
tion flows back to the entire people. And consumed 
these goods must be, for in the long run, though one can 
hoard money or store gold, one cannot put manufactured 
goods into store whether these be foodstuffs or wares. 
These cry aloud for a consumer. Therefore since we are 
summoning the German people to a continuously in­
creasing production, it needs no argument to show that 
these goods intended for consumption must necessarily 
circulate and find their way back again to the people. 
The aim of National Socialist economic policy cannot 
for a moment be to train a people to idleness and to a 
lower standard of life: it can be only to produce an 
industrious people with the highest possible standard 
of living. And that means that by our industry wc are 
going to produce so much in goods that every individual 
German will be able to have, and shall have, an ever 
increasing share in them. This process, however, pre­
supposes much political good sense. It can succeed only 
if a whole people in its entirety, in close fellowship, 
keeps before its eyes the interests of all in order once 
again to serve the good of all. If the National Socialist 
State were to allow German economic life to run the 
same course as it did in the past, then we, too, at the 
present time should have to face constant conflicts, 
strikes, and lock-outs. That would mean lasting damage 
to production and though an apparent increase in wages 
might ensue as a compensation, the result would be a 
devaluation of the currency, while a lowering of the 
standard of living would of necessity follow. It is there­
fore only a sign of the intelligence and good judgement 
of our people that it understands this National Socialist 
economic leadership and gladly puts itself at the service
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of this knowledge. Further, I would ask you, my fellow- 
countrymen, to consider the following point: No matter 
what the future has in store, one thing is certain: no 
man can foretell what may be the relations of the Powers 
one towards another in the sphere of world economics. 
For if other peoples should take it into their heads to 
destroy their production instead of increasing it, then 
this so-called ‘world trade' must sooner or later be 
ruined for lack of commodities to exchange. All the 
more important is it, therefore, to keep one's own 
economic life in good order and thus to make the best 
contribution towards a possible improvement in world 
economics. For world economics will not be restored 
by the apparently instructive but actually meaningless 
platitudes of democratic statesmen: at the best there 
might be some improvement if the democracies would 
bring into order their own slowly dying national 
economics."

‘‘So long as these statesmen, however, prefer to carry 
on controversy with the authoritarian States in empty 
phrases of instruction or blame instead of concerning 
themselves with their own production and bringing 
their own national economies into good order not only 
arc they accomplishing nothing towards the restoration 
of so-called ‘world economy’ and in particular of world 
trade, but they are doing it positive harm, Germany for 
her own part can at least say that thanks to her con­
tinually increasing domestic production she is not only 
selling more of her own goods but she has also increas­
ingly become a purchaser of foreign products. There 
is, however, one qualification. In general, the German 
national economy has been so constructed that at any 
time she can stand on her own feet in complete inde­
pendence of other countries. This has been successfully 
achieved. Already to-day the thought of a blockade of
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Germany can be buried as a completely ineffective 
weapon. The National Socialist State with its accus­
tomed energy has learnt the lesson to be drawn from 
the experiences of the World War. Now, as ever, we 
shall hold fast to the principle that we prefer, if neces­
sary, to limit ourselves in one or another sphere rather 
than to let ourselves sink into dependence on the outer 
world. Above all, our action in economic affairs will 
always be controlled by the determination that national 
security comes before everything else. The economic 
existence of the nation, so far as its material interests are 
concerned, is therefore to be served in its fullest extent 
on the basis of our own life and on our own living-space 
(Lebcnsrauin). Only so, too, will Germany’s armed 
forces be in a position at any time to take under their 
strong protection the freedom and the interests of the 
Reich.” '

In his speech to the men of the Labour Service (Arbeits­
dienst) on 7 September 1938 at the Nuremberg Parteitag 
Hitler said:

“ You fight within Germany for the building up of 
this community, for the deepening of its spirit. But you 
fight, too, for the protection of the Reich and its inde­
pendence, for every spade creates new soil and secures 
some ancient territory of the Reich, So your spade 
stands to-day in the heart of Germany, in North and 
East, in South and West in the service of the security 
and maintenance of the Reich.”

“You are helping, too, to educate a new generation 
that stands firm on the soil of the homeland in health 
and power and strength. You yourselves are the expres­
sion in flesh and blood of this German manhood as we 
would have it in the future. Burned brown and hard as 

1 V.B., 7 Sept. 1938.
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steel— that is the youth of the German people to-day.. . .  
In you is represented the most lofty saying that we know: 
‘Man, help thyself and then thy God will help thee.’ ” 1

In a speech delivered at the opening of the Motor Exhi­
bition in Berlin on 17 February 1939 Hitler said:

"By the creation of this Reich of Greater Germany* 
wc have not merely succeeded in raising to a most 
extraordinary extent the consciousness of power in the 
German people and thus of its strength, thereby filling 
it with the spirit which is the necessary condition for a 
fresh attack on great tasks, no, the purely material 
foundation for a further successful development in pro­
duction has also been enlarged. We Germans have now 
united in our Reich some 80 million of our fellow- 
countrymen, and within this unified economic area this 
represents so mighty a consumption-force that an extra­
ordinary improvement in the technical and commercial 
conditions of production is rendered possible. This 
applies principally to the manufacture of products where 
the determination of prices depends upon the extent of 
possible sales when alt the conditions are taken into 
account. Thus, for example, the purchasing basis for 
wireless sets in the Reich of to-day is now so great that, 
thanks to the guaranteed domestic mass consumption, 
we are able to lower materially the costs of production. 
The same is true of the manufacture of German films and 
of other branches of industry. But the motor-car cannot 
hope to compete in price with the world output unless 
it is assured of the possibility of a great mass production. 
But this presupposes an adequate economic area as a 
necessary condition. Through the creation in 1938 of 
Greater Germany a decisive step has been taken in this 
direction. The German people possesses to-day for its 

1 F.Z., 3 Sept. 1938. 1 German : des großdeutsciien Reiches.
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motor production a huge domestic market of its own. 
T o  develop this market to its fullest extent will moreover 
be our first task during the coming years.’’ 1

l i t  the same speech Hitler dealt with the conditions 
necessary for the progress of the Gentian motor industry: 
In the first place the motor must no longer be regarded 
as a luxury : there must be a psychological change in the 
outlook of the German people. The German Govern­
ment has proved itself to be well disposed towards the 
motor industry and will do its best to promote this 
change in outlook. Secondly: the price of cars must be 
adapted to the lower incomes of the mass of the people. 
Thirdly: the German people must gain confidence in 
its own cars and the prejudice, still general in certain 
classes, in favour of foreign makes must be overcome. 
The use of German cars in motor-sports and inter­
national motor competitions will greatly contribute to 
this result. The German people was to-day once more 
immensely proud of its own motor production. Fourthly : 
the new German motor-roads had been constructed 
with a view to future traffic developments. The achieve­
ments of the Reich in road-building had surpassed any­
thing to which either the past or the present could point. 
Before another year had passed 4,000 kilometres of 
motor-roads would be open for traffic, while 10,000 
kilometres of other roads had been improved. These 
motor-roads were in the truest sense roads built for the 
great future of Germany. Fifthly: within the scope of 
the Four Years Plan the scheme for creating “a raw- 
material basts which should be independent of foreign 
countries” was making great progress. Mew inventions 
were transforming the whole economic situation.

In order to secure reduction of price and the satis- 
1 F.Z., iS Feb. 1939.
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faction of the purchaser manufacturers must agree upon 
a limited number of types in cars which would then 
facilitate mass production. It was further essential to 
reduce the weight of cars and thus effect an economy 
in the use of steel. The industry, he had realized, was 
not capable of effecting the necessary co-ordination un­
aided; he had therefore appointed Colonel von Schell, 
who within the framework of the Four Years Plan would 
issue regulations binding on the whole industry. In this 
Exhibition people could see for the first time the new 
People’s Car, the manufacture of which was being 
pressed forward energetically.

Hitler dosed his speech with an appeal to users of motor­
cars to drive with caution and consideration for others. 
Not fast, but sure should be the motorist’s motto.1

In his speech at Wilhelmshaven on I  April 1939 Hitler 
said: “ Germany has no intention of attacking other 
peoples. What we refuse to abandon, however, is the 
extension of our economic relations. That is our right, 
and I refuse to accept instructions on this point from 
any European statesman or from any statesman outside 
of Europe!”

“ The German Reich is not only a great producer, but 
also an enormous consumer. As consumers we are an 
irreplaceable trade partner, and as producers we are in 
a position to give good and honest value for what we 
consume. Wc have no intention of making war on other 
peoples— provided always that they leave us in peace. 
But the German Reich is in any event not prepared for 
ever to put up with intimidation or, indeed, with a 
policy of encirclement.”

In the same speech he said: “We have founded a new 
economic system and its basis is that Capital is work­

* F .Z ., 18 Feb. 1939.
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power (Arbeitskraft) and the cover for our money lies 
in our production. We have founded a system that rests 
upon the noblest principle possible, viz. Fashion thyself 
thine own life! Work out thine own existence! Help 
thyself and then God, too, will help thee."1

In his speech to the Reichstag on 28 April 19,39 Hitler 
said: "One fundamental principle I should wish to make 
clear. The significance of economic agreements with 
Germany lies not only in the fact that Germany as 
exporter is able to meet practically all industrial require­
ments, but also in the fact that, at the same lime, as 
a consumer on an enormous scale she is prepared to 
purchase a large number of products which would 
enable other countries for the first time to play their 
part in the commerce of the world. We have thus an 
interest not only in keeping these economic markets, 
hut in cultivating them as well. On this to a large extent 
the existence of our people depends. It is a sign of 
greatness among so-called democratic statesmen to be 
willing to regard it as a brilliant political triumph when 
they have, by a boycott of its export trade, for example, 
shut off a people from its markets so as to bring them, 
I presume, to starvation. I need not assure you that I 
am convinced that such peoples would not starve, but 
would in these circumstances invariably prefer to fight! 
As far as Germany is concerned, at all events, she is 
determined that no terrorizing interference or threats 
from outside shall rob her of markets essential to her life. 
This is not only in our own interest, but just as much in 
that of our trading partners. For here, as in any business, 
it is a case not of one-sided but of mutual dependence.’1

"How often have we had the pleasure of reading in 
the amateur discussions on economics of the democratic 

’ V.Q., 3 Apr. 193g,
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Press of our day that because Germany maintains close 
economic relations with a country she is bringing that 
country into dependence on herself. That is absolutely 
outrageous Jewish nonsense. For if to-day the German 
Reich delivers machinery to an agricultural State, and 
receives foodstuffs in exchange, then the Reich as con­
sumer of the foodstuffs produced by that agricultural 
State is at least as dependent— if not actually more so—  
as the agricultural State, which receives from us in pay­
ment our industrial products.” 1

In his May-Day speech in the Lustgarten in IÇ3Q 
Hitler once more explained that the Spring Festival of 
their ancestors had doubtless been celebrated for 
thousands of years until an invading parasite through 
a doctrine of hate and domestic conflict turned the 
celebration into a Festival of Class-War. That former 
Governments were powerless to prevent; it was only 
National Socialism which had restored the original mean­
ing of the day and had turned it back again to the Festival 
of a true German Spring, a festival of all creative workers 
and thus a festival of the community of the German 
people. "Wc experience not merely a beginning of 
spring in the world of nature, but also the beginning of 
spring in our people. Things with us are fairer, brighter, 
lighter. And when some have still no share in this light 
or perhaps wish for no such share, yet they will not be 
able to dim this rising sun. Above hatred and above 
discord rises the new community of the German people.
. . .  We have set the spade alongside of the weapon and 
have conferred upon it the same nobility. Here an 
education has begun which if it lasts only some 50 or 
100 years will have rooted out from our people the last 
vestiges of prejudice. This, too, is a revolution.” 1

1 V.B., 29 Apr. 1939. 1 V.B., 2 May 1939,
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