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ON THE FAILURE OF 'NATURAL SELECTION' IN THE 
CASE OF MAN. 

EVERY O~TE now is familiar 
with the Darwinian theory of 

the origin of species, at least in its 
main principles and outlines : and 
nearly all men qualified to form an 
opinion are convinced of its sub. 
stantial truth. That theory ex­
plains how races of animals vary as 
ages roll on, so as to adapt them­
selves to the changing extern&! 
conditions which those ages bring 
about. At every given moment, in 
every given spot on the earth's sur­
face, a 'struggle for existence' is 
going on among all the forms of 
organic life, a.nima.J and vegetable, 
then and there alive ; a struggle 
in which, as there is not room for 
all, the weaker and less adapted 
succumb, while the ~tronger and 

better adapted suniveand multiply. 
As surrounding circumstances, cli­
matic or geologiceJ, vary and are 
modified, corresponding variations 
(such as are always incidente.lly ap­
pearing among the offspring of all 
creatures) in the inhabitants of 
each district crop up, increase, 
spread, and become permanent. 
The creatures that are most in har­
mony with surrounding circum­
stances have a manifest daily and. 
hourly ad vantage over those whiQh 
are less in harmony : live when, 
they di~ ; flourish when they fade ; , 
endure through what kills others h 
can find food, catch prey, escape 
enemies, when their feebler, slower, 
blinder brethren, aro starved and 
slain.l Thua the most perfect 

- - --------
a • Tbe grand feature in the multiplication of organic life ia that of close general 

:reeemblanee, oombined with more or less individual variation. The ehild !Uembles 
itA pe.reate or ancestors more or lea closely in all its peculiarities, deformities, or 
beauties; it reeemblf'S them in geneml more than it does any other individuals ; yet 
ehildren of the aame puent.s are not all alike, and it often happens that they differ nry 
oonliderably from their parent& and fl"'m each other. This is equally t.rue of man, of 
all uimala, and of all plants. Moreover, it is found that individua.l8 do not di1for from 
their paNDtl in eertain partieulara only, while in all others they are exact duplicates of 
them. They differ from them and from each other in every particular: in form, in size, 
in eo101ll', in the ltrUetu.re of internal 88 well 88 of external organa ; in those subtle 
peeuliaritiee whieh Jn'Qduee d.iftl.re~s of constitution, u well 88 in those still more 
nbtle oaes which feed to modificatioDS of mind and cha.racter. In other words, in 
"UJ -poEble way, in eYflrJ organ e.ud in every function, individuala of the same stock 
Ya1'1· 

• Now, health, strength, and long life are the results of a harmony between the indi-
Tidutl and the univel'B8 that nrrounds it. Let ua suppose that at any given moment 
thU barmoay ia penfet. A certain animal is exactly fitted to seeure ita prey, to eacape 
from ita MM'!1Di•, to !'elliat the inclemencies of the seuone, and to rear a numerous and 
healthy <&prillg. But a change now takes place. A eeries of cold wi.nten, for instance, 
come on, making food .c:aroe, and bringing an immigration of eome other animals te 
eompete with the former inhabitant. of the diatrict. The new immigrant is swift of 
foot, and en:rpueee ita rinla in the punuit of game ; the winter nighta are celder, and 
-requile a thicker for u a protection, and more nourishing food to keep up the beat of 
the .,.tem. Our n.pposed perfeet animal is ne longer in barmeny with ite univeNe ; it 
is in danpr of dying of cold or of starvation. But the animal nries in ite oftiJpring. 
Some ot the~e are lnt"iftM than others-they still manage to cateh food enough ; some 
are hardier and more thickly furred-they manage in the cold night.l to keep warm 
f'D.oap; the slow, the weak, and the thinly clad soon die off. Again and again, in eaeh 
~ereeding generation, the 18Dle thing taket place. By thia natural proeeu, which is 10 
iDeYitable that it cannot be eoneeiveCl not to act, thoee be4Jt adapted to live, live ; tboae 
.ls:ut ad&p&ecl, die. It ia sometimes said that we have no direct nidoee of the aetion of 
this MJeeting power iD nature. But it seems to me we have better evidenee than even 
diftld. oblenatiOD would be, becaue it is more univenal, via. the evidence of neeeeait1. 
:lt mllllt be 110 ; for, AI all wild animal• inerease in a geometrical ratio, while the1r 
aetaal DlDDbers remain on the avemge stationary, it follo1r1 that AI many die~annually 

W. R. Greg, “On the Failure of ‘Natural Selection’ in the Case of Man”
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specimens of each race and tribe, 
the strongest, the swiftest, the heal­
thiest, the most courageous-those 
fullest of vitality-live longest, feed 
best, overcome their competitors in 
the choice of mates ; and, in virtue 
of these advantages, become-as it 
is desirable they should be-the 
progenitors of the future race. The 
poorer specimens, the sick, the 
faulty, the weak, are slain or drop 
out of existence; are distanced in 
the chase, are ·beaten in the fight, 
ca.n. find no females to match with 
them ; and the species is propa­
gated and continued mainly, in­
crea.sing1y, if not exclusively, from 
its finest and most selected indi­
viduals-in a word, its 6lite. 

This expla.ins not only those ex­
traordinary changes in the form 
and habits of the same animals 
which, when aided and aggravated 
by man's requirements and careful 
management, strike us so forcibly 
in domesticated races, but also those 
purely natural though far slower 
modifications which geological re­
searches have brought to our know­
ledge. Mr. Wa.llace, in the admi­
rable paper quoted below-which 
is a perfect model of succinct state­
ment and lucid reasonin~-has 
pointed out how this prinmple of 
natural selection has been modi­
fied, and in a manner veiled and 
disguised, though by no means 
either neutralised or suspended, in 
the case of JUN ; so that neither 
history nor geology enable us to 

trace any changes in his external 
structure analogous to those which 
wo find in such abundance and to 
such a remarkable extent in the 
case of the lower animals. He 
adapts himself, just a.s they do, to 
the altered conditions of external 
nature, but he does it by mental 
not by bodily modifications. As 
with them, so with him, the best 
adapted to surrounding circum. 
stances, the most in ~ony with 
the imperious necessities of life, sur­
mount, survive, and multiply ; but 
in his case the adaptation is made 
and the harmony secured by in· 
tellectual and moral eft'ort. a:1d 
qualities, which leave no stamp on 
the corporeal frame. As with them, 
inferior varieties and individuals 
succumb and die out in the eternal 
and universal 'struggle for exis· 
tence ;' only, in the case of man, the 
inferiority which determines their 
fate is inferiority not of muscle, of 
stomach, or of skin, but of brain. 

In man, as we now behold him, this is 
diJren-nt. He is soeial &nd sympathetic. 
In the rudeet tribea the sick are aasisted 
at least with food; less :robust health and· 
vigour than the average does not entail 
death. Neither does the want of perfect 
limbs or other organa produce the same 
eft'ect u among the lower animals. Some 
division of labour takes place; the s~ · 
hunt, the less active fllh or gather fruit6; 
food is to some extent ex~ banged or dirided. 
The aetion of natur&l. selection ia thereforf 
checked, the weaker, the dW&rflsh, those of 
less active limbe or leas pierci.Dg eyesight. 
do not suft'er the extreme penalty whidl 
falls on animals so defectiT"e. 

as are bom. If, tht.refore, we deny natural selection, it can only be by aaaerting that in ' 
such a case~ I ~ve supposad the strong, the healthy, the swift, the well clad. the --:ell 
-organised antmals tn every respect, hne no adl'alltage over,-do not on the aT"erage lil"t 

longer than, the weak, the unhealthy, the slow, the ill clad, and the imperfectly o~ 
individuals ; and this no sane man haa yet been found hardy enough to assert. Bnt 
this is not all; for the offispring on the average resemble their parents, and the eelech~ 
portion of each succeeding generation will therefore be art.ronger, swifter, and ~N 
thickly furred than the last; and if this process goes on for thousanda of generat.ao~ 
our animal will have again become thoroughly in harmony with the new conditions tn 
which he is placed. But he will now be a dift'erent creature. He will be not ~y 
swifter and stronger, and more furry; he will also probably have changed in colour, 1n 

form, perhaps have acquired a longt>r tail, or differently shaped ears ; for it ia an ascn­
tained filet, that when one part of an animal is modified, some other pa.rte &lmost abnys 
change as it were in sympathy with it.'-Wallace 'On the Origin of Human Racas.. 
Jouf'fltll of tM .bitlaropological &ciay, No. 5· 
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In JOOportion u these pbyaieal cbarae- · warmer clothing, and build better hollle8 ; 
teriahce beeome of lea importance, mental :and the neeeuity of doing this will reset 
and moral qualitiea Yill. have inereaaing :upon hia mental organisation and soeial 
influenee on the well-being of the race. ; eonditioa-will advance them while hie 
Capacity for acting in concert, for protee- ! naturlll body remains wed 88 before. 
tion and for the acquisition of food and When the aeeuatomed. food of some ani­
ahtlt.tor; sympathy, which leads all in turn mal becomee aearce or totally fails, it can 
to uaist. NCb other ; the sense of right, only exist by beeoming adapted to a new 
wh.ieh ehecb depredations UJ>OD our fellows; kind of food, a food perhape lees nouriahin~ 
tbe dec.reaee of the combative and destruc- and leu digHtible. 1 Natural selection 
'tin :propensities; self-reetnaint in present will now act upon the stomach and iDtee­
appetitee ; and that intelligent foresight tines, and all their individual ftriatiou 
... hieh prepares for the future, are all qua· will be taken adnntage of to modify the 
litiea that from their earliest appeanmce race into harmony with ita new food. In 
moat have been for the beneflt of eaeh eom· many euee, however, it it probable that 
mUDit1, and would, therefore, have become this caDDOt be done. The internal organa 
the eubjeeta of 'D&tura1 ~election.' P'or it may not vary quick eno-upt, and then the 
it evideDt. that nch qualitiee would be for animal 1ri11 decrease m numbere, and 
the well-being of man ; would guard him finally become extinct. But man guards 
~n.t external enemies, against iDternal hiD18elf from ~neh accidents by superin­
diuenaioae, and agaiD&t the el'ecte of incle- tending and guidiug the operations of na­
ment aeuona and impending famine, more ture. He plants the eeed of hia moet 
wrelJ than could any merely physical mo- agreeable foOd, and thua procurea a supply 
odit.c:ation. Tribes in which IUch mental independent of the accidents of varymg 
·ud moral qualities were predominant, IM.'680na or natural extinction. He domee­
woald therefore have an advantage iD the ticatea anima.la which aerve him either to 
et.n~Mle for uietenee over other tribee in , capture food or for food itself, and t.hua 
which they were leu developed, would live changes of any great extent in hie teeth or 
'alld maintain their numbere, while the digestive organs are rendered unneeeua.ry • 
.othera would decreaae and ftnally IUCCumb. Man, too, baa everywhere the use of ft.re, 

Again, when any slow tbanges of phy- and by ita meana can render palatable a 
aic:al gqraphy, or. of climate, make it Tariety of animal and ngetable substances, 
neceua7 for an animal to alter ita food, which he eould hardly otherwise make use 
ita clothing, or ita weapona, it can only do of, and thus obtainat for himself a supply 
10 b1 a correeponding chanae in ita own of food far more n.ried and abundant than 
bodily ltneture and internaf organisation. that which any animal can command. 
11 a la.r8er or more powerful beast is to be Thus man, by the me.re capacity of cloth· 
captured aDd deTOured, u when a ea.rni- ing himself, and making weapons and tools, 
YOrou animal which hu hitherto preyed has taken away from nature that power of 
ou abeep is obliged from their deueaaing changing the external form and structure 
uamben to attack buftitloee, it is only the whieli she exercises ove'r all other animalL 
etroogeet who can hold,-thoee with moet As the competing races by which they are 
powerful elalf'll, ud formidable canine surrounded, the climate, the vegetation, or 
.teeth, that can struggle with and overcome the animals which serve them for food, are 
auch an animal. Natural selection imme- slowly changing, they must undergo a eor­
diately comt'll into play, and by ita action responding change in their structure, habits, 
·thHe mgana grad11ally become adapted to and constitution, to keep them in harmony 
th~ir uew nquirementa. But man, under with the new conditions-to enable them 
similar cirenmatancea, does not require to live and maintain their numbere. But 
lo.uger naila or teeth, greater bodily strength man does this by means of his intellect 
or swiftueu. He makee sharper speare, or alone ; which enables him with an un­
a better bow, or he eonatrueta a cunning cbanaed body still to keep in hlll'Dlony with 
pitt..Jl, or oombinee in a hunting pe.rt;y to the clianging universe. 
-ci.rcuaavemt his new prey. The eapac1ties Fl'Om the time, therefore, when the 
which e11able him to do this are what he soeial and sympathetic feelings came into 
requii'M to be strengthened, and theae will, active operation, and the intellectual and 
therefore, be gradually modifled by 1 na- moral faculties became fairly deYeloped, 
tuml aeleetion,' while the form and etruc- man would ceaee to be influenced by 1 na­
~~ of his body will rt>main unchanged. tural selection' in his physical form and 
So when a glacial epoch eomea on, some structure ; as an animal he would remain 
.aDimala must aequire warmer fur, or a almost stationary ; the changes of the sur­
eo,..eriug of fat, or else die of oold. Those rounding univtrse would ceaae to have upon 
bHt dothtd by nature are, therefore, pre- him that powerful modifying effect which 
aerYed by Datural selection. Man, under they exercise over other parts of the organic 
the same eireomstaDeel, will make himself world. But from the moment that hia 

YO£. LXXVIU.-1i0. CCCCLXV. B B 
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body became stationary, his mind would 
become subject to those very influences 
&om which his body had escaped i every 
slight variation in his mental and moral 
nature which should enable him better to 
guard agaiDBt adverse drcumstances, and 
combine for mutual comfort and~ection, 
would be preserved and aeeum ; the 
better and higher specimens of our race 
would therefore inerease and spread, the 
lower and more brutal would give way and 
sucu88ively die out, and that rapid ad­
vancement of mental organisation would 
occur, which has raised the very lowest 
races of man so far above the brutes ( al­
though diifering 80 little from &Ome of 
them in physical structure), and, in eon· 
junction with seucely pel'Ceftible modifica­
tions of form, has developed the wonderful 
intellect of the Gennanie races. 

degree-this reanlt would follow, 
or would continue ; but it certainly~ 
does follow now, and it delars and 
positively menaces the att&Jnment 
f that ideal condition. Our thesis , 

· this : that the indisputable effect J 
of the state of social progress and 
culture we have reached, of our 
high civilisation, in a word, is to 
counteract and BUBpend t4e opera.­
tion of that righteous and salutary 
law of ' natural selection ' in virtue 
ot which the best specimens of the 
race-the strongest, the finest, the 
worthiest-are those which sur­
vive, sunnount, become paramount, 
and take precedence ; succeed and 

But this is by no means the whole triumph in the struggle for exis­
of the case. As we follow out the ence, become the especial progeni. 
reflections suggested by this argu- tors of future generations, continue 
ment, an entirely new series of the species, and propagate an ever 
consequences and operations opens improving and perfecting type of 
before us. We perceive that the humanity. 
law of 'natural &election,' and of. The principle does not appear to 
' the preservation of favoured races fail in the case of racu of men. 
and individuals in the struggle for Here the abler, the stronger, the 
eriatence,' has become in the course more advanced, the finer in abort, 
of man's progress not only thus are still the favoured ones, succeed 
modified, as Mr. Wallace points out, in the competition ; exterminate, 
and directed to one part of his govern, supersede, fight, eat, or 
organisation (the brain) alone, but work the inferior tribes out of exis­
positively suspended, and in many tence. The process is quite as cer­
instances almost retJersed. It even ta.in, and nearly as rapid, whether 
dawns upon ns that our existing we are just or unjust; whether we 
civilisation, which is the result of use carefulness or cruelty. Every­
the operation of this law in past where the savage tribes of ui&nkind 
ages, may be actua.lly retarded and die out at the contact of the civilised 
endangered by ita tendency to neu- ones. Sometim~ they are extin­
tralise that law in one or two most guished by conquest and the sword ; 
material and significant particulars. sometimes by the excessive toil 
The great wise, righteous, and bene- which avaricious victol'B impose 
ficent principle which in all other upon the feeble vanquished ; often 
animals, and in man himself, up to by the diseases which the more 
a certain stage of his progreBB, artificial man brings with him a.nd 
tends to the improvement and per- which ft.ourish with fearful vigour 
faction of the race, would appear in a virgin soil ; occasionally they 
to be forcibly interfered with and fade away before the superior vita,. 
nearly set aside; nay, to be set lity and prolific energy of the in­
aside pretty much in direct propor- vading race in lands where there is 
tion to the complication, complete.. not room for both ; in some cases 
ness, and culmu:nation of our ci vilisa- before the new and unsuitable habits 
tion. We do not assert that if our which civilisation tries to introduCE­
civil~ation. were purely ~d philo- among them ; not unfrequently it· 
soph1ca.lly 1deal-perfect 1n charac- would seem from some mysterious 
ter as well as splendid and lofty in blight which the mere Pre&ence of 
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a superior form of humanity casts to our erroneous estimate of the , 
over them. But, in every part of true elements of superiority. In 
the world and in every instance, the dawn of history the more cui­
the result has been the same ; the tivated and energetic races eon­
process of extinction is either com- quered the weaker and less ad­
pleted or actively at work. The vaneed, reduced them to slavery, 
Indians of the Antilles, the Bed or taught them civilisation. It is 
man of North America, the South true that in the ease of the Greeks 
Sea Islanders, the Australi&Ds, even and Romans the coarser ~~ 
the New Zealanders (the finest and aa.tion a.nd less developed bram of 
most pliable and teachable of sa- the latter easily overpowered and 
vages ), are all alike dying out with overshadowed probably the finest 
sad rapidity-in consequence of physical and intellectual nature 
the harshness, or in spite of the that has yet appeared upon the 
forbearance a.nd protection, of the earth; but the Greeks, when they 
stronger a.nd more capable Euro- succumbed, had fallen away from 
pean. The negro alone survives- the perfection of their palmier days ; 
and, but for the observation of what they were enervated and corrupt to 
is now going on in our sugar the very core; and the robuster 
islands and in the United Sfates will and unequalled political genius 

.• we shonld say, seems likely to sur- of their Roman conquerors consti­
vi ve. He only has been able to tuted an undeniable superiority. 
hold his own in a fashion, and They triumphed by the law of the . 
to live and flourish side by side strongest- though their strength 
with masterful and mightier races, might not lie precisely in the 
though in a questionable relation noblest portion of man's nature. 
and with questionable results. But InU3lleotually the inferiors of the 
the exception is a confirmation of Greeks whom they subdued, they 
the general law. The negro is not were moraJ.ly and tJolit·i.onally more ' 
only strong, docile, and prolific, vigorous. T)le same may be said 
but in eome respects he is better of those rude Northern warriors 
adapted to surrounding conditions who at a later period Bowed ove~ 
than his European neighbour, con- and mastered the degenerate Roman 
qneror, or master; in certain eli- world. They had no culture, but 
mates he, and not the white man, they had vast capacities; and they 
is 'the favoured race;' and for brought with them a renovating 
many ~tions, perhaps for ages, irruption of that hard energy ana 
in the burning regions about the redundant vitality which · luxury 
equator, a black skin may take and suceess had nearly extinguished 
precedeooe of a large brain, and be among t.ho8e they conquered. They 
a more indispeDB&ble condition of were then ' the most favoured ra.ce,' 
existence; or poasibly the brain may the fittest for the exigencies of the 
grow larger without the akin grow- hour, the best adapted to the con­
ing any whiter. The principle of ditiona of the life around them ; 
' Datura1 selection ' therefore -of they prevailed, therefore, by reason 
the superior and fitter races of of a very indisputable, though not 
mankiud trampling . out and re- the most refined sort of, superiority. 
placing the poorer races, in virtue .. With the nations of modem. history, 
or their superior fitness-would the same rule bas governed the 
seem to hold good universa.lly. current of the world, though per .. 

So probably it does also, and haps with more instances of at least 
always bas done, in the case of apparent exception. Each nation 
ftatiou; and the apparent excep- that has dominated in turn, or oe­
j;iou to the rule may be due only cupied the. first poet in the world's 

BB 2 
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annals, has done so by right or 
some one quality, achievement, or 
poBBession-then especially needed 
-which made it for the time the 
stronger, if not intrinsically the 
nobler, among many rivals. Intel­
lect, and intellect applied alike to 
art, to commerce, and to science, at 
one period made the lta.1ians the 
most prominent people in Europe. 
There was an undeniable grandeur 
in the Spanish nation in its cul­
minating years towards the close 
of the fi.fteenth century which gave 
it a right to rule, and at once ex­
plained and Justified both its disco­
veries and 1ts conquests. No one 
can say that France has not fairly 
won her vast influence and her 
·epochs of predominance by her 
wonderful military spirit and the 
peculiarity of her singularly clear, 
keen, restleBB, but not rich, intelli­
,gence. England owes her world­
·wide dominion and (what i.e far 
more significant and a greater sub-
ject for felicitation) the wide diffu. 
sion of her race over the globe, to 
. a daring and persistent energy with 
which no other variety of mankind 
is so largely dowered. And if in 

" modern conflicts might bas some­
times triumphed over right, and 
.the finer and kinder people fallen 
before the &BS&ults of the stronger, 
-and the events of history run coun-
ter to all our truer and juster sym­
pathies ; it is probably because in 
the counsels of the Most ~h, 
energy is seen to be more needed 
than culture to carry on the ad­
.ova.ncement of humanity, and a com­
manding will, at least in this stage 
of our progress, a more eBSential 

• endowment than an amiable temper 
{)r a good heart. At all events it 
is those who in some sense are the 
.STRONGEST and the fittest who most 
prevail, multiply, and spread, and 
become in the largest measure the 
progenitors of future nations. 

But when we come to the case of 
individuals in a people, or classes 

in a community-the phase of the 
question which bas far the most 
practical and immediate interest for 
ourselves-the principle fails alto­
gether, and the law i.e no longer su­
preme. Civilisation, with its social, 
moral, and material complications, 
bas introduced a disturbing and 
conflicting element. It is not now, 
as Mr. Wa11ace depicts, that intel­
lectual bas been substituted for 
physical superiority, but that arti­
ficialandoonventional have taken t.he 
place of natural advantages as the 
ruling and deciding force. It is no 
longer the strongest, the healthiest, 
the most perfectly organised ; it is 
not men of the finest phyBiquB, the 
la-rgest brain, the most developed 
intelligence, that are 'ra.voured, and 
succeBBful ' in the struggle for ex­
istence '-that survive, that rise to 
the surface, that ' natural selection' 
makes the parents of future ~De­
rations, the continuators of a ptcked 
and perfected race. It is still' the 
most favoured,' no doubt, in some 
sense, who bear away the palm, 
but the indispensable favour i.e that 
of fortune, not of nature. The 
various influences of our social 
s1stem combine to traverse the 
nghteoua and salutary law which 
God ordained for the preservation 
of a worthy and improving huma.­
nity; and the 'vaneties' of man 
that endure and multiply their ~ · 
nesses, and mould the features of 
the coming times, are not t.be 
soundest constitutions that can be 
found among us, nor the most subtle 
and resourceful minds, nor the most 
amiable or self-denying tempers. 
nor even the most imperious and 
persistent wills, but often the pre­
cise reverse--often those emAACU­
lated by luxury and those damaged 
by want, those rendered reckless by 
squalid poverty, and those whose 
physical and mental energies have 
been sapped, and whose moral-e has 
been grievously impaired, by long 
indulgence and forestalled desires .. 

The two great instruments and 
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achievements of civilisation, are re­
spect for life and respect for pro. 
party. In proportion as both are 
aecure, as life is prolonged and as 
wealth is accumulated, so nations 
rise--or consider that they have 
risen. .Among wild a.nimals the sick 
and maimed are slain; among savages 
they mccumb and die ; among us 
they are cared for, kept alive, en­
abled to marry and multiply. In 
unciviliaed tribes, the ineffective 
and incapable, the weak in body or 
in mind, are unable to provide 
themselves food ; they fall behind 
in the chase or in the march, they 
fall out, therefore, in the race of 
lite. With us, sustenance and shel­
ter at"e provided for them, and they 
nrvive. We pride ourselves-and 
juatly--on the increased length of 
life which baa been effected by our 
science and our humanity. But 
we forget that this higher average 
of Zi/8 may be compatible with, and 
may in a measure result from, a 
lower average of heaUh. We have 
kept alive those who, in a more 
natural and less advanced state, 
would have died-and who, looking 
at the physical perfection of the 
race alone, had better have been 
left to die. Among savages, the 
vigoron.a and sound alone survive; 
amo~~g us, the diseased and en­
feebled survive as well ;-but is 
either the physique or the intelli­
~ of cultivated man the gainer 
by the change P In a wild state, 
by the Ja., of natural selection, only, 
or chie8y, the sounder and stronger 
a:•ianens were allowed to continue 

air species ; with us, thousands 
with tainted constitutions, with 
frames 1reakened by malady or 
waste, with brains bearing subtle 
aud hereditary mischief in their 
reeeaes, are suifered to transmit 
their tA3rrible inheritance of evil to 
other generations, and to spread it 
tJuough a whole community. 

Security of property, security for 
ita transmission, as well as for its 
enjoyment, is one of our chiefboasts. 

Thousands upon thousands who 
never could themselves have ac­
quired property by industry, or 
conquered it by co~e, or kept it 
by strength or ingenmty, and who 
are utterly incompetent to use it 
well, are yet enabled by law to in­
herit and retain it. They are born 
to wealth, they revel in w~th, 
though destitute of all the qualities 
by which wealth is won, or its 
possession made a blessing to the 
community. In a natural state of 
society they would have been pushed 
out of existence, jostled aside in the 
struggle and the race, and left by 
the way to die. In civilised com­
munities they are protected, fos­
tered, flattered, married, and em­
powered to hand down their vapid 
incapacities to nu.merous offspring, 
whom perhaps they can leave 
wealthy too. In old and highly 
advanced nations, the classes who 
wield power, and aftluence, and so­
cial supremacy as a consequence of 
the security of property, do not as 
a rule consist--nay, consist in a 
very small measure-of individuals 
who have won, or could have won, 
those inftuences for themselves-of 
natural ' kings of men ;' the eliJe 
lots in life do not fall to the elite of 
the race or the community. Those 
possessions and that position, which 
in more simply organised tribes 
would be an indication and a proof 
either of strength, of intelligence, 
or of some happy adaptation to sur­
roundmg exigencies, now in our 
complicated world indicate nothing 
-at least in five cases out of six­
but merit or energy or luck in some 
ancestor, perhaps inconceivably re­
motA;,, who has bequeathed his rank 
and property to his successors, but 
without the qualities which won 
them and warranted them. Yet 
this property and rank still enable 
their possibly unworthy and in­
capable inheritors to take prece­
dence over others in many of the 
walks of life, to carry ofF the most 
desirable brides from less favoured 
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though far nobler rivals, and (what not from the lowest and most indi .. 
is our present point) to make those gent. The pkyttiq:ue and the 'ITUJ'1'al6 
brides the mothers of a degenerating, of both the extreme classes are im­
instead of an ever improving race. perfect and impaired. The physique 

But even this by no means pre- of the rich is injured by indulgence 
senta the whole strength of the case. and excess-that of the poor by 
Not only does civilisation, as it exists privation and want. The morale of 
among us, enable rank and wealth, the former has never been duly 
however diseased, enfeebled, or un- called forth by the necessity for 
intelligent, to become the conti- xertion and self-denial ; that of the 
nuators of the species in preference latter has never been cultivated by 
to larger brains, stronger frames training and instruction. The in­
and sounder constitutions ; but that :te]lects of both have been e%p0800 
very rank and wealth, thus inherited opposite disadvantages. The 
without effort and in absolute secu- organisations of neither class are 
rity, tend to produce enervated and the best in the community ; the 
unintelligent ofFspring. To be born constitutions of neither are the 
in the purple is not the right intro- soundest or most untainted. Yet 
duotion to healthy energy ; to be these two classes are precisely those 
surrounded from the cradle with all :which are, or are likely to be, pre. 
temptations and facilities to self-in- ponderatingly, the fa.thera of the 
dulgence, is not the best safeguard ming generation. Both marry as 
against those indulgences which ea.rly 88 they pleue and have as 
weaken the intellect and exhaust many children 88 they please,-the 
the frame. No doubt nobl68B6 oblige, • ch because it is in their power, 
and riches can buy the highest edu- e poor because they have no 
cation, batin~ that education by otive for abstinence ;~d as we 
surroundingcll'CllDl8tances which is ow, scanty food and hard circum-
really the only one that tells very stances do not oppose but rather 
dectually on the youthful plant. encourage procreation. Malthua's 
No doubt, too, there are splendid ' prudential check ' rarely operates 
andnumerousexceptions-instances upon the lower classes; the poorer 
in which rank is used to mould its they are, usually, the faster do they 
heir to its duties, and in which multiply ; certa.inly the more reek­
wealth is used to purchase and less they 8it8 in reference to multi-{ 
achieve all that makes life noble plication. It is the middle eliUBeRJ 
and beneficent. But we have only those who form the energetio, reli• 
to look around us, and a little be- able, improving element of the ~ 
low the surface, and then ask our- pulation, those who wish to rise and'·. 
selves whether, 88 a rule,, the owne~ do not ohoose to sink, those in ., 
of rank and wealth---still more the :word who a.re the trueatrength amcl 
owners of wealth without rank-~ ~ealth and dignity of nations,-if. 
are those from whose paternity we"'~ these who abstain from marriage 
should have most right to antici- or postpone it. Thus the impru­
pate a healthy, a noble, an energetic, dent, the desperate,-thoee whose 
or a truly intellectual offspring-a standard is low, those who have no 
race fitted to control and guide hope, no ambition, no self-denial,­
themselves as well 88 others, to on the one side, and the pampered 
'811bdue the earth 88 well as tore- favourites of fortune on the other .. 
plenish it, to govern, to oivilise, to take precedence in the raoe of 
illu.stmte, to carry forward, the fatherhood, to the disadvantage or 
future destinies of man P the exclusion of the prudent, the 

And if it is .not from the highest resolute, the striving and the self­
and most opulent, assuredly it is reetrained. The very men whom a 
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philosophic statesman, or a guide ot. 
some superior race would select as 
most quali.fied and dese"ing to 
continue the race, are precisely 
those who do so in the scantiest 
measure. Those who have no need 
for exertion, and those who have 
DO opportunities for culture, those 
whose frames are damaged by in­
du.lgeoce, and those whose frames 
are weakened by privation, breed 
atll.t1Jitam ; while those whose minds 
and bodies have been ha.nlened, 
strengthened and purified by tem­
perance and toil, are elbowed quietly 
&Bide in the unequal pre88. Surely 
the 'aelection' is no longer 'natural.' 

1The careless, squalid, unaspiring 
'Irishman, fed on potatoes, living in 
a pig-stye, doting on a superstition, 

i multiplies like rabbits or ephemera: 
-the frugal, fores~eing, self-re­
specting, ambitious Scot, stern in 
his morality, spiritual in his faith, 
sagacious and disciplined in his in­
telligence, passes his best years in 
struggle and in celibacy, marries late, 
and leaves few behind him. Given 
a land originally peopled by a 
tho11.81Uld Saxons and a tho118&nd 
Celts,--imd in a dozen generations, 
five si.rlha of the population would 
be Celts, but five sixths of the 
property, of the power, of the in­
tellect, would belong to the one 
sixth of Saxona that remained. 
In the . eternal ' struggle for ex· 
ietence,' it would be the inferior 
aud leu mvoured race that had pre­
vailed, --end prevailed by virtue 
oot ol ita qualities but of its faults, 
by reaeon not of ita stronger vitality 
but of its weaker reticence and ita 
DaJ"rOWer brain. 

Of· COUJ'IIe it will be urged that 
the principle of natural selection 
faila thus utfmoly becauae our civi­
liDii<mia imperfect and misdirected; 
hca•ee our laws are insuftlcient ; 
berwee our social arrangements 
are unwise ; because our moral 
&eDie is lan~d or unenlightened. 
~o doubt, if our legislators and 

rulers were quite sagacious and 
quite stern, and our people in all 
ranks quite wise and good, the 
beneficent tendencies of nature 
would continue to operate uneoun .. 
teracted. No constitutions would 
be impaired by insufficient nutri­
ment and none by unhealthy excess. 
No classes would be so undeveloped 
either in mind or muscle as to be 
unfitted for procreating sound &lid 
vigorous offspring. The sick, the 
tainted, and the maimed, would be 
too sensible and too unselfish to 
dream :of marrying and handing 
down to their children the curse of 
diseased or feeble frames ;~r if 
they were not self-controlled, the 
state would exercise a salutary but 
Ulll'elenting paternal despotism, and 
supply the deficiency by vigilant and 
timely prohibition. A republic is coo- ' 
eeivable in which pa.u pera should be ~ 
forbidden to propagate ; in which ( 
all candidates for the proud and 
solemn privilege of continuing an 
untainted and perfecting race shoul 
be subjected to a pass or a com­
petitive e::mmina.tion, and those only 
should be BUffered to transmit then­
names and fA.JDilies to future gener&­
tions who had a pure, vigorous and 
well-developed constitution to trans­
mit ;-so that paternity should be 
the right and function exclusively 
of the elite of the nation, and hu­
manity be thu8 enabled to march 
on securely and without drawback 
to ita ultimate possibilities of pro­
gress. .Every d.a.maged or iBferior 
temperament might be eliminated, 
and every special and superior one 
be selected and enthroned,-till 
the human race, both in ita man­
hood and ita womanhood, became 
one glorious congregation of ~ta, 
sages, and athletes :-till we were 
all Blondins, all Sha.k.eapeares, 
Pericles', Socrates', Columbuses and 
Fenelon&. But no nation-in mo­
dern times at least-has ever yet 
appl'06Ched this ideal ; no such 
wisdom or virtue baa ever been 
found except in isolated individual 
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instances ; no government and no 
statesman has ever yet dared thus to 
supplement the inadequacy of per­
sonal patriotism by laws so sa.piently 
despotic. The face of the leading 
peoples of the existing world is not 
even set in this direction-but 
rather the reverse. The tendencies 
of the age are three especially ; 
a.nd all three run counter to the 
operation of the wholesome law of 
' natural selection.' We are learn­
ing to insist more and more on 
the freedom of the individual 
will, the right of every one to 
judge and act for himself. We are 
growing daily more foolishly and 
criminally lenient to every natural 
propensity, less and less inclined to 
resent, or control, or punish ita in­
dulgence. We absolutely refuse to 
let the poor, the incapable, or the 
diseased die ; we enable or allow 
them, if we do not actually en­
courage them, to propagate their 
incapacity, poverty, and conatitu. 
tional disorders. And, lutly, de­
mocracy is every year advancing in 
power, and claiming the su_r.reme 
right to govern and to gmde :­
and democracy mea.ns the manage­
ment and control of social arrange­
ments by the least educated classes, 
-by tho~ least trained to foresee or 
measure consequences,-least ac­
quainted with the fearfully rigid 
laws of hereditary tnmsmiSBion,­
leaat habituated to repress desires, 
or to forego immediate enjoyment 
for future and remote good. 

Obviously, no artificial prohibi­
tions or restraints, no laws imposed 
from above and from without, can 
restore the principle of 'natural 
selection ' to its due supremacy 
among the human race. No people 
in our days would endure the ne­
cessary interference and control ; 
and perhaps a result so acquired 
mi~ht not be worth the cost of ac­
qUJSition. We can only trust to 
the slow inftuences of enlightenment 

and moral susceptibility, pereol&. 
ting downwards and in tin;te per. 
meating all ranks. We can only 
watch and be careful that any 
other infiuences we do set in mo­
tion shall be such as, where they 
work at all, may work in the right 
direction. At present the p~ 
is not reusuring. We are pro­
gressing. fut in many points, no 
doubt, but the progress is 11ot. 
wholly nor always of the right sort, 
nor without a large per cotltn~. 
Legislation and philanthropy are 
improving the condition of the 
masses, but they are more and 
more losing the guidance and ~ 
vernance of the masaes. Wealth 
ACCumulates above, and wages rise 
below ; but the cost of living aug­
ments with both operations, till 
those classes-the stamina of the 
nation-which are neither too rich 
nor too poor to fear a fal~ find 
marriage a b.ar.a.rdous adventure, 
and dread the burden of large 
famiJies. Medical science is miti­
gating sufFering, and achieving 
some success in its warfare against 
disease ; but at the same time it 
enables the diseased to live. It 
controls and sometimes ha.lf cures 
the malaOies that spri~ from pto­
fiigacy and excess, but m so doing 
it encoumges both, by stepping in 
between the cause and ita conse­
quence, and saving them from their 
natural and deterring penalties. U 
reduces the aggregate mortality by 
sanitary improvements and precan· 
tiona; but those whom it MVfJI 
from dying prematurely it preserves 
to propagate dismal and imperiee\ 
lives. In our complicated modern 
communities a race is being run 
between moral and mental en­
lightenment and the deterioration 
of the physical constitution through 
the defeasance of the law of D&tn· 
ral selection ;~d on the i881le& of 
that race the destinies of humanity 
depend. 




